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OlSTKICT  OP  COKlfKCnoUT,  SS. 

BE  it  remembered,  That  on  t     ,  

dependence  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Sereno  E.  Dwight,  of  the  said  District,  hath  depo- 
sited In  this  office  the  title  of  a  boolc.  the  right  whereof  to  the  " ^'"  ^    ^-' 

and  to  the  **memoir"  as  author,  in  tne  woids  following  to  wit : 


BE  it  remembered,  Tliat  on  the  aleventh  day  of  December,  in  the  lifty-Ararth  year  of  the  In- 
lependence  of  tlie  United  States  of  America.  Sereno  E.  Dwight,  of  the  said  District,  hath  depo- 
sited in  this  office  the  title  of  a  boolc.  the  right  whereof  to  the  "works"  he  claims  as  proprietor, 


The  Works  of  President  Edwards,  with  a  Memoir  of  liis  Life.  In  ten  TOhunes.*' 
In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  learning,  by  securing  the  coiries  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  jpro- 
IM-ietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  tunes  therein  mentioned  ;**  and  also  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  1^  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  cliarts,  and  iKwkB,  to  the  autlioni  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the 
times  therein  mentioned,  and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving, 
and  etching  historical  and  other  prints.** 

CHAS.  A.  INGERSOLL,  Clerk  of  the  District  of  Conneetlent. 
A  tru^  copv  of  record,  examined  and  sealed  by  me. 

CHAS.  A.  INGERSOLL,  Clerk  of  the  District  of  t 
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Th£  length  of  time,  which  has  elapsed,  since  this 
jgdijtion  of  the  Works  of  President  Edwards  was,  in  a 
sense,  announced,  needs  a  brief  explanation. 

His  manuscripts  were  so  illegible,  and  left  in  such 
a  state,  that  it  was  impossible  to  decide  on  the  pub- 
lication of  any  of  them,  until  they  were  copied.  The 
materials  for  his  Life,  were  to  be  sought  for  in  jemote 
places,  by  consulting  those  advanced  in  life,  by  find- 
ing out  family  traditions,  by  copying  records,  by  col- 
lecting letters,  manuscripts  and  pamphlets,  and  the 
original  editions  of  his  works,  in  libraries  of  long 
standing,  and  in  the  collections  of  antiquaries.  Many 
of  the  manuscripts,  thus  discovered,  were  so  illegible, 
that  no  one  could  be  found  to  undertake  the  task  of 
copying  them.  According  to  the  original  plan,  the 
negligences  of  language  in  the  published  works  were 
to  be  corrected  ;  and  this  plan  was  not  relinquished, 
until  the  slow  process  of  correcting  them  with  the 
pen,  on  the  printed  page,  was  far  advanced  towards 
completion.  The  expense  of  copying  the  manu- 
scripts of  Mr.  Edwards,  was  also  heavy,  and  could 
not  have  been  defrayed,  but  for  the  liberality  of  a 
friend.  "Without  any  farther  detail  of  circumstances, 
it  need  only  be  stated,  that  the  whole  work,  including 
the  examination  and  copying  of  the  manuscripts,  the 
preparation  of  the  unpublished  manuscripts,  and  of 
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the  Life,  has  occupied  several  years  of  constant  labour, 
and  has  been  pursued  unremittingly,  and  at  the  sa- 
crifice of  health,  by  a  regular  devotion  to  it,  of  all 
the  time,  that  could  be  spared  from  professional  duties. 

In  preparing  the  Memoir,  the  Life  by  Dr.  Hopkins, 
which  is  the  testimony  of  an  eye-wiinesSj  has  been  in- 
corporated ;  and  the  quotations  are  marked  in  the 
T»sual  way,  except  where  the  paragraphs  are  seriously 
altered  by  the  insertion  of  new  matter.  In  the  last 
chapter,  free  use  is  made  of  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
Life  and  Character  of  Mr.  Edwards,  (also  the  testi- 
mony of  an  eye-witness^)  by  a  gentleman  connected 
with  the  college  at  Princeton,  probably  Dr.  Finley, 
inserted  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Treatise  on  Origi- 
nal Sin  ;  as  well  as  of  a  well  written  review  of  the 
Worcester  Edition  of  his  works,  in  the  Christian 
Spectator.  To  a  friend  I  am  indebted,  for  the  very 
brief  account  of  the  two  Treatises  on  Original  Sin, 
and  the  Freedom  of  the  Will. 

The  works,  heretofore  published,  are  taken  from 
the  English  Edition,  as  far  as  it  contained  them,  with- 
out alterations  of  the  language.  The  notes  of  its 
editor.  Dr.  Williams,  are  marked  with  a  W.  at  the 
end,  and  have  been  retained  by  request. 
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CHAl^ER  I. 


Sis  Desceni.—Famay  of  Edwards.— Family  qf  Stoddard 

ms  Father's  Family. 

The  number  of  thoee  meoi  who  have  produced  great  and 
permanent  changes  in  the  character  and  condition  of  mankind, 
and  stamped  their  own  image  on  the  minds  of  succeeding  ge- 
nerations, is  comparatively  small ;  and,  even  of  this  small  num- 
ber, the  great  bcdy  have  been  indebted  for  their  superior  effi- 
ciencv,  at  least  in  part,  to  extraneous  circumstances,  while 
very  few  can  ascribe  it  to  the  simple  strength  of  their  own  in- 
tellect Yet  here  and  there  an  individual  can  be  found,  who, 
by  his  mere  mental  energy,  has  changed  the  coarse  of  human 
thought  and  feeling,  and  led  mankind  onward  in  that  new  and 
better  path  which  he  had  opened  to  their  view. 

Such  an  individual  was  JONATHAN  EDWARDS.  Born 
in  an  obscure  colony  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness,  and  educated 
at  a  seminary  just  commencing  its  existence ;  passing  the  bet- 
ter part  of  his  life  as  the  pastor  of  a  frontier  villase,  and  the 
residue  as  an  Indian  missionary  in  a  still  humbler  hamlet: 
be  discovered,  and  unfolded,  a  system  of  the  divine  moral 
goverament  so  new,  so  clear,  so  full,  that  while  at  its  first  dis- 
closure it  Aeeded  no  aid  from  its  friends,  and  feared  no  oppo- 
sition from  its  enemies,  it  has  at  length  constrained  a  reluctant 
world  to  bow  in  homage  to  its  truth. 

.Tbk  two  families,  from  which  the  subject  of  the  present 
memoir  was  immediately  descended,  are  those  of  Edwards 
and  Stoddabd. 

The  family  of  EDWARDS  is  of  Welch  origin. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Edwards,  the  great-great-gran^father, 
and  earliest  known  ancestor  of  President  Edwardsr  was  a  cler- 
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gyman  in  London,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  came, 
according  to  the  family  tradition,  from  Wales  to  the  metropo- 
lis, and  was  of  the  established  church ;  but  in  what  shire  his 
family  lived,  pr  of  what  church  in  London  he  was  the  minister, 
is  not  known.  His  wife  Mrs.  Anne  Edwards,  after  the  death 
of  her  husband,  married  Mr.  James  Coles ;  who,  with  her  son, 
William  Edwards,  then  young  and  unmarried,  accompanied 
her  to  Hartford  in  Connecticut  about  the  year  1640,  where 
they  both  died. 

William  Edwards,  Esquire,  the  great-grandfuthery  resided 
in  Hartford,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  by  profession  a  men* 
chant.  His  wife  whose  christian  name  was  Agnes,  and  who 
came  when  a  young  lady  with  her  parents  to  America,  had  two 
brothers  in  England — one  the  mayor  of  Exeter,  the  other  the 
mayor  of  Barnstable.  Their  marria&e  occurred  probably  about 
the  year  1645.  It  is  not  known  whether  they  had  more  than 
one  child. 

Richard  Edwards,  Esquire,  the  grandfather^  so  far  as  can 
DOW  be  ascertained  the  only  child  of  William  and  Agnes  Ed- 
wards, was  born  at  Hartford  in  May,  1647,  and  resided  in  that 
townduring  hislife.  He  also  was  a  merchant  and  a  man  of  wealth 
and  respectability.^  At  an  early  age  he  became  a  commu- 
nicant in  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Hartford,  and  adorned  bis 
profession  by  a  long  life  of  conscientious  integrity,  and  unusual 
devotedness  to  the  prosperity  of  religion.  He  married  Eliza-* 
BETH  TuTHiLL,  thc  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Tuthill, 
who  came  from  Northamptonshire,  in  England.  Mr.  Tuthill 
was  a  merchant  of  New-Haven,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  colony  attempted  on  Delaware  Bay.f  By  this  connection 
Mr.  Edwards  had  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  the 
Rev.  Timothy  Edwards.  After  her  decease,  he  married  a 
Miss  Talcot,  of  Hartford,  sister  of  the  Hon.  John  Talcot,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children.^  He  died  April  20,  1718,  in  the 
Tist  year  of  his  age;  exhibiting,  during  his  last  sickness,  a 
bright  example  of  christian  resignation  and  triumphant  faith.^ 

The  family  of  STODDARD  is  of  English  descent. 

Anthony  Stoddard,  Esquire,  the  maternal  great-gran^fa* 
ther  of  President  Edwards,  and  the  first  of  the  &mily  in  this 
country,  emigrated  from  the  west  of  England  to  Boston.  He 
had  five  wives ;  the  first  of  whom.  Mart  Downing,  the  sister  of 
Sir  George  Downing,  was  the  mother  of  the  Rev.  Solomon 


♦  I  learned  these  particulars  at  East  Windsor,  in  1823,  from  two  parishioners 
of  his  son,  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  both  of  them  upwards  of  ninety  years 
of  a^. 

t  Trumbull's  Hist,  of  Connecticut,  Vol.  I.  pp.  178, 197,  and  201. 
I  See  Appendix  A.  (  See  Appendix  B. 
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Stoddard  of  Northampton.     Hts  otbet  children  were  Anthony, 
Simeon,  Samson,  and  Israel* 

The  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  his  eldest  child,  and  the  md- 
temal  grandfather  of  President  Edwards,  was  born  in  1643, 
and  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  at  Harvard  College  in  1662. 
Soon  after  his  licensure,  the  first  minister  of  Northampton,  the 
ftev«  Eleazer  Mather,  then  a  young  man,  died  ;*  and  the  par- 
ish applied  to  one  of  the  ministers  of  Boston  to  designate  a 
successor.  He  advised  them  at  all  hazards  to  secure  Mr* 
Stoddard.  When  the  parish  committee  applied  to  him,  he 
had  already  taken  his  passage  for  London,  and  put  his  effects 
on  board  the  ship  with  the  expectation  of  sailing  the  next  day ; 
but,  through  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
recommended  him,  he  was  induced  to  relinquish  the  voyage 
and  go  to  Northampton.  He  began  to  preach  there  in  1669, 
soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Mather,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1670,  received  ^  unanimous  call  firom  the  church  and  people 
of  that  village  to  become  their  minister;  but  was  not  ordained 
until  September  11,  1672.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1670,  he 
married  Mrs.  Esther  Mather,  originally  Miss  Warham^ 
the  youngest  child  of  Rev.  John  WARHAM,f  of  Windsor,  in 
Connecticut,  and  widow  of  his  predecessor,  who  had  left  three 
children.}  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  had  twelve  children  :  six 
sons  and  six  daughters.<^  He  was  a  man  celebrated  through- 
out the  colonies  for  his  capacity,  his  knowledge  of  men,  his 
influence  in  the  churches,  and  his  zeal  for  vital  religion ;  and 
will  long  be  remembered  for  his  valuable  writings,  which 
have  often  been  published  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.]! 
He  was  the  minister  of  Northampton  from  1672  until  his  deatn 
in  1729,  and  left  impressions  of  a  character  strongly  marked 
for  originality,  for  talents,  for  energy  and  for  piety,*  on  the 
minds  of  its  inhabitants,  which  the  lapse  of  a  century  has 
scarcely  begun  to  diminish.  We  shall  have  frequent  occasion 
to  refer  to  him,  in  the  progress  of  this  memoin 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  the  father  of  President  Ed- 
wards, was  bom  at  Hartford,  May  14,  1669,  and  pursued  his 
studies  preparatory  to  his  admission  to  College,  under  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Glover  of  Springfield,ir  a  gentleman,  distinguished 
for  his  classical  attainments.  In  1687,  he  entered  Harvard 
College,  at  that  time  the  only  seminary  in  the  colonies ;  and 
]«ceived  the  two  degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Master  of  Arts  on 
the  same  day,  July  4th,  1691,  one  in  the  morning  and  the 

*  Mr.  Mather  waa  ordained  Jttne  18,  1661,  and  died  July  24, 1669. 

t  See  Appendix  C.  |  See  Appendix  D.  ]  See  Appendix  £. 

I  See  Appendix  F.  t  Record*  of  East  Windsor* 
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otber  in  the  afternoon : — ^*  an  ancommon  mark  ef  respect 
paid  to  his  extraordinary  proficiency  in  learning."*  After 
the  usual  course  of  theological  study,  at  that  time  longer  and 
more  thorough  than  it  was  during  the  latter  half  of  the  foK 
lowing  century,  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministiy  of  the  gospel 
in  the  east  parish  of  Windsor  in  Connecticut,  in  May,  1694. 

Windsor  was  the  earliest  settlement  in  that  colony,  the  first 
house  having  been  erected  there  in  Oct.  1633.  The  original 
inhabitants  came  from  Devonshire,  Dorsetshire  and  Somerset^ 
shire,  in  England.  They  arrived  at  Boston  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1630;  and  planting  themselves  at  Dorchester  in 
Massachusetts,  were  there  formed  into  a  congregational 
church  on  the  20th  of  March ;  when  the  Rev.  John  Warham, 
previously  a  distinguished  clergyman  in  Exeter,  but  ejected 
as  a  non-conformist,  was  installed  their  pasior.  Finding 
themselves  straitened  for  room  at  that  plaice,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  number  of  emigrants  from  England,  the  church 
with  their  minister  left  Dorchester,  and  planted  themselves 
in  Windsor,  in  the  summer  of  1635.  This  town,  lying  imme- 
diatelv  north  of  Hartford,  and  delightfully  situated  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Connecticut,  originally  comprehended  a  very  large 
tract  of  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  is  distinguished 
for  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the  beauty  of  its  scenery.  The 
inhabitants  constituted  one  parish  until  the  year  1694  ;  when 
those  residing  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Connecticut,  "  finding 
it  inconvenient  to  cross  the  river,  and  being  grown  suflScient- 
ly  numerous  to  support  public  worship  among  themselves, 
proceeded  to  build  a  church,  which  stood  near  to  the  present 
burying  ground,  and  invited  Mr.  Timothy  Edwards,  son  of 
Richard  Edwards,  Esquire,  of  Hartford,  to  be  their  minister."f 

Mr.  Edwards  was  married,  on  the  6th  day  of  November, 
1694,  to  Esther  Stoddard,  the  second  child  of  the  Rev.  So- 
lomon Stoddard,  who  was  born  in  1672.  His  father,  imme- 
diately after  his  settlement,  purchased  for  him  a  farm  of  mo- 
derate extent,  and  built  him  a  house  which  was  regarded  at 
the  time  of  its  erection,  as  a  handsome  residence.  I  saw  it 
in  1803 ;  it  was  a  solid  substantial  house  of  moderate  dimen- 
sions, had  one  chimney  in  the  middle,  and  was  entered  like 
all  other  houses  of  that  period,  by  stepping  over  the  sill.  In 
this  house  his  children  were  born,  and  he. and  Mrs.  Edwards 
resided  during  their  lives.  They  had  one  son  and  ten  daugh- 
ters, whose  names  follow  in  the  order  of  their  births — EstMr, 
Elizabeth,  Anne,  Mary,  Jonathan,  Eunice,  Abigail,  Jerusha, 
Hannah,  Lucy  and  Martha.} 

In  the  spring  of  171 1,  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buck- 

"^Re  cords  of  East  Windsor,    t  Records  of  East  Windsor.    (  Sec  Appendix  G. 
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ingham  of  Milford,  were  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  the 
colony,  the  chaplains  of  the  Connecticut  troops  in  a  military 
expedition,  designed  for  Canada.  He  left  Windsor  for  New- 
Haven  in  July.  A  fleet  consisting  of  twenty  men  of  war  and 
eighty  transports,  sailed  for  Canada  on  the  30th  of  that  month. 
Three  companies  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Livings- 
ton, marched  from  New-Haven  for  Albany  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
?]8t9  with  whom  went  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Buckingham, 
he  country  through  which  their  march  lay,  was  at  that  time 
chiefly  uncleared ;  and  the  troops  were  obliged  two  nights  to 
lie  out  in  the  forest.  They  reached  Albany  on  the  15th,  and 
found  there,  including  their  own  regiment,  about  1100  whites 
and  12Q  Indians.  The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Mrs. 
Edwards  from  Albany,  not  only  details  the  state  of  the  expe- 
dition, but  unfolds  the  character  of  the  writer,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  family. 

^  To  Mrs.  Esther  Edwards,  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut 
River,  in  Windsor. 

''Albany,  August  17, 1711. 

•*  My  dear  and  loting  wife, 

"  The  last  Wednesday  we  came  to  this  place.  That  we 
might  not  travel  too  hard  for  the  footmen  of  our  troops,  (which 
consisted  but  of  half  the  regiment,  the  rest  not  marching  out 
of  New-Haven  when  we  did,)  we  spent  seven  days  in  the 
journey,  which  Col.  Livingston  judges  tc»  be  about  160  miles, 
and  I  am  apt  to  think  it  may  not  be  much  short  of  it.  I  lay 
with  our  troops  two  nights  in  the  woods.  I  took  cold  in  my 
journey,  and  have  something  of  a  cough,  and  am  otherwise 
not  much  amiss.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  am  able  to  travel, 
and  hope  I  shall  be  so  through  the  whole  journey.  Col.  Liv- 
ingston has  been  very  careful  of  me,  so  that  through  the  whole 
march,  both  as  to  diet  and  lodging,  I  fared  as  well  in  the  main 
as  himself.  The  rest  of  the  officers  and  the  troops  carry  them- 
selves as  well  to  me  as  I  can  expect  or  desire. 

'^  Here  are  about  1100  white  men  (or  will  be,  at  least,  when 
the  rest  of  the  regiment  come  up,  wnom  we  expect  to-night,) 
and  120  Indians,  beside  what  are  expected  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, which  many  here  think  will  be  1600  or  1800  men,  but 
Col.  Schuvler  told  me  that  he  did  not  expect  more  than  1000. 
About  200  or  250  more  whites  are  expected ;  so  that  the  whole 
army  that  goes  to  Canada  is  like  to  be  about  2500  men  ;  to 
carry  whom  over  the  lake,  there  are  provided,  as  I  am  told 
here,  350  batteaux  and  40  or  50  bark  canoes.  The  Governor 
of  New-York  and  the  General  are  here.  The  general  is  in 
great  baste  to  have  the  forces  on  their  march ;  so  that  Col. 
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Schuyler's  regiment  was,  as  I  understand,  ordered  to  march 
out  of  town  yesterday ;  but  as  I  slept  last  night,  and  still  am, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  I  am  uncertain  whether  they  are 
yet  gone.  The  General  told  Col.  Livingston,  and  me  also  af- 
terwards, that  we  must  march  for  Wood  Creek  to-morrow, 
but  I  am  apt  to  think  we  shall  hardly  march  Hill  Monday. 

"  Whether  I  shall  have  any  time  to  write  to  you  after  this 
I  know  not ;  but  however  that  may  be,  I  would  not  have  you 
discouraged  or  over  anxious  concerning  me,  for  I  am  not  so 
about  myself.  I  have  still  strong  hopes  of  seeing  thee  and 
our  dear  children  once  again.  I  cannot  but  hope  that  I  have 
had  the  gracious  presence  of  God  with  me  since  I  left  home, 
encouraging  and  strengthening  my  soul,  as  well  as.  preserv- 
ing my  life.  I  have  been  much  cheered  and  refreshed  respect- 
ing this  great  undertaking,  in  which  I  verily  expect  to  proceed, 
and  that  I  shall,  before  many  weeks  are  at  an  end,  see  Cana- 
da; but  I  trust  in  the  Lord  that  he  will  have  mercy  on  me,' 
and  thee,  my  dear,  and  all  our  dear  children,  and  that  God 
has  more  work  for  me  to  do  in  the  place  where  I  have  dwelt 
for  many  years,  and  that  you  and  I  shall  ^et  live  together  on 
earth,  as  well  as  dwell  together  forever  in  heaven  with  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  all  his  saints ;  with  whom  to  be  is  best 
of  all. 

'^  Remember  my  love  to  each  of  the  children,  to  Esther, 
Elizabeth,  Anne,  Mary,  Jonathan,  Eunice  and  Abigail.  The 
Lord  have  mercy  on  and  eternally  save  them  all,  with  our  dear 
little  Jerusha !  The  Lord  bind  up  their  souls  with  thine  and 
mine  in  the  bundle  of  life.  Tell  the  children,  that  I  would 
have  them,  if  they  desire  to  see  their  father  again,  to  pray 
daily  for  me  in  secret ;  and  above  all  things  to  seek  the  grace 
and  favor  of  God  in  Christ,  and  that  while  they  are  young. 

"  I  would  have  you  very  careful  of  my  books  and  account 
of  rates.  I  sent  you  from  New-Haven  a  40^  bill  in  a  letter 
by  Lieut.  Willis,  and  since  that,  ordered  the  Treasurer  to  de- 
liver to  my  father  six  pounds  more  for  you.  You  may  call  for 
it  or  send  for  it  by  some  sure  hand. 

<'  Though  for  a  while  we  must  be  absent  from  each  other, 
yet  I  desire  that  we  may  often  meet  at  the  throne  of  grace  in 
our  earnest  prayers  one  for  another,  and  have  great  hopes  that 
God  will  hear  and  answer  our  prayers.  The  God  of  grace  be 
with  you.  I  am  thy  loving  husband, 

Timothy  Edwards.** 

On  Monday,  August  20th,  they  marched  for  Wood  Creek. 
At  Saratoga,  in  consequence  of  the  fatigues  and  exposure  of 
the  march,  Mr.  Edwards  was  taken  severely  ill.  On  the  4th 
#f  September,  being  unable  to  proceed  with  the  army,  he  was 
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conveyed  in  a  boat  to  Stillwater.  Thence  he  ^as  carried 
back  through  the  woods  to  Albany,  where  he  arrived  in  three 
days  in  a  state  of  extreme  danger.  On  the  10th  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Edwards  as  follows. 

"  To  Mrs.  Esther  Edwards  in  Windsor,  N.  England. 

'' Albany,  Sept.  lOth,  1711. 

"  My  Dear, 

"  I  came  last  Tuesday  from  Saratoga  towards  Albany,  very 
ill,  in  order  to  return  home ;  having  been  ill  more  than  a 
month,  and  growing  at  last  so  weak  that  I  could  go  no  farther 
than  that  place,  which  is  near  fifty  miles  above  Albany.  I 
came  to  Albany  in  a  waggon,  lying  along  in  a  bed  prepared 
for  me,  last  Thursday  night.  Since  then  I  have  been  at  the 
house  of  Madam  Vandyke,  a  Dutch  gentlewoman,  where  I 
have  been  so  kindly  taken  care  of,  that  I  am  much  betteri 
and  daily  gain  strength,  and  my  lost  appetite  is  somewhat  re- 
covered.    I  hope  to  be  able  to  ride  homeward  next  week. 

*•  Last  Friday  I  sent  Mr  Hezekiah  Mason  to  N.  England,  to 
acquaint  my  father  and  my  friends  at  Windsor  how  it  is  with 
me,  and  to  desire  three  or  four  of  them  to  come  hither  and  to 
bring  an  easy  horse  with  them  for  me  to  ride  upon,  and  to 
come  provided  to  carry  home  my  effects,  and  to  bring  a  blank* 
et  or  two  with  them  in  case  we  should  be  forced  to  sleep  in 
the  woods.  I  should  have  written  by  him,  but  was  too  ill  to 
do  it.  This  is  the  first  day  I  have  been  able  to  sit  up.  If  the 
neighbors  have  not  started  when  you  receive  this,  speak  to 
Mr.  Drake  that  they  set  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  I  rejoice  to  learn,  by  a  letter  from  my  father,  that  you 
were  all  wellon  the  2d,  and  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God  to  see 
you  all  ere  long. 

"  Lieut.  Silvy,  sent  over  by  the  dueen  to  serve  in  this  ex- 
pedition, a  stout,  active  young  man,  who  came  sick  with  me 
in  another  waggon  from  the  camp  to  Albany,  died  this  even- 
ing just  by  my  lodgings.  We  came  together  from  the  camp 
sick,  we  lay  together  in  one  room  by  the  way  sick,  we  lodged 
just  by  one  another  several  days  in  this  town  sick — but  he  is 
dead,  and  I  am  alive  and  recovering.  Blessed  be  God  for  his 
distinguishing  and  undeserved  grace  and  favor  to  me  !  Re- 
meml^r  my  love  to  all  the  children.  Give  my  respects  to 
Mr.  Colton,  who,  I  understand,  stays  with  you.  I  wish  you 
to  provide  something  for  my  cough,  which  is  the  worst  I  ever 
had  in  my  life  Remember  my  love  to  sister  Staughton  and 
my  duty  to  my  father  and  mother,  if  you  have  opportunity. 
"  I  am  your  very  afiectionately  loving  husband, 

Timothy  Edwards.'' 
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Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  and  to  numerous  disap- 
pointments, the  expedition  was  soon  after  relinquished ;  and 
in  the  course  of  the  month  Mr.  Edwards  returned  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  lived  together  in  the  married  state 
upwards  of  sixty-three  years.  Mr«.  Edwards  was  about  fire 
feet  ten  inches  in  height;  of  a  fair  complexion ;  of  a  strong, 
robust  frame ;  full,  but  not  corpulent.  Ue  was  a  man  of  po- 
lished manners,  particularly  attentive  to  his  dress,  and  to  pro- 
priety of  exterior:  never  appearing  in  public  but  in  the  full 
dress  of  a  clergyman. 

The  management  not  only  of  his  domestic  concerns,  but  of 
his  property  generally,  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, who  discharged  the  duties  of  a  wife  and  a  mother  with 
singular  fidelity  and  success.  In  strength  of  character  she 
resembled  her  father ;  and  like  him  she  left  behind  her,  in 
the  place  where  she  resided  for  seventy-six  years,  that  ^^good 
name,  which  is  better  than  precious  ointment.''  On  a  visit 
to  East  Windsor,  in  the  summer  of  1823, 1  found  a  considera- 
ble number  of  persons  advanced  in  years,  who  had  been  well 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Edwards,  and  two  upwards  of  ninety, 
who  had  been  pupils  of  her  husband.  From  them  I  learned 
that  she  received  a  superior  education  in  Boston,  was  tall, 
dignified  and  commanding  in  her  appearance,  ajSable  and 

fentle  in  her  manners,  and  was  regarded  as  surpassing  her 
usband  in  native  vigor  of  understanding.  They  all  united 
in  speaking  of  her  as  possessed  of  remarkable  judgment  and 
prudence,  of  an  exact  sense  of  propriety,  of  extensive  infor- 
mation, of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  and  of  the- 
ology, and  of  singular  conscientiousness,  piety  and  excellence 
of  character.  By  her  careful  attention  to  all  his  domestic 
concerns,  her  husband  was  left  at  full  liberty  to  devote  him- 
self to  the  proper  duties  of  his  profession.  Like  many  of  the 
clergy  of  that  early  period  in  New-England,  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Hebrew  literature,  and  was  resarded  as  a  man 
of  more  than  usual  learning;  but  was  particularly  distinguish- 
ed fot  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  clas- 
sics. In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  he  annually  prepared  a 
number  of  pupils  for  college ;  there  being  at  that  time  no 
academies  or  public  schools  endowed  for  this  purpose.  One 
of  my  aged  informants,  who  pursued  his  preparatory  studies 
under  him,  told  me,  ihfiX  on  his  admission  to  college,  when  the 
oflicers  had  learned  with  whom  he  had  studied,  they  remark- 
ed to  him,  that  there  was  no  need  of  examining  Mr.  Edwards' 
scholars. 

He  was,  for  that  period,  unusually  liberal  and  enlightened, 
with  regard  to  the  education  of  his  children — preparing  not 
enly  his  son,  but  each  of  his  daughters  also,  for  college.    la 
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a  letter,  bearing  date  Aug.  3,  1711,  while  absent  on  the  ex- 
pedition to  Canada,  he  wishes  that  Jonathan  and  the  girls  may 
continue  to  prosecute  the  study  of  Latin ;  and  in  another  of 
Aug.  7,  that  he  may  continue  to  recite  his  Latin  to  his  elder 
sisters.  When  his  daughters  were  of  the  proper  age,  he  sent 
them  to  Boston  to  finish  their  education.  Both  he  and  Mrs* 
Edwards  were  exemplary  in  their  care  of  their  religious  instruc- 
tion ;  and,  as  the  reward  of  their  parental  fidelity,  were  per- 
mitted to  see  the  fruits  of  piety  in  them  all  during  their  youth. 

He  always  preached  extemporaneously,  and,  until  he  was 
upwards  of  seventy,  without  noting  down  the  heads  of  his  dis- 
course. After  that  time,  he  commonly  wrote  the  divisions  on 
small  slips  of  paper ;  which,  as  they  occasionally  appeared 
beyond  the  leaves  of  the  Bible,  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  his 
parishioners  called,  "Mr.  Edwards'  thumb  papers."  Apolo- 
gizing for  this  one  day  to  one  of  his  pupils,  he  remarked  to 
him,  that  he  found  his  memory  beginning  to  fail,  but  that  he 
thought  his  judgment  as  sound  as  ever;  and  this  was  likewise 
the  opinion  of  his  people  till  near  the  close  of  his  life.  He  is 
not  known  to  have  written  out  but  a  single  sermon  ;  which 
was  preached  at  the  General  Election,  in  1732,  and  was  pub- 
lished. It  is  a  solemn  and  faithful  application  of  the  doctrine 
of  a  general  judgment  to  his  hearers,  particularly  as  legisla- 
tors and  magistrates.  As  he  lived  till  within  a  few  months 
of  his  son's  decease,  the  latter  often  visited  his  father  and 
preached  in  his  desk.  It  was  the  customary  remark  of 
the  people,  that  "  although  Mr.  Edwards  was  perhaps  the 
more  learned  man,  and  more  animated  in  bis  manner,  yet  Mrt 
Jonathan  was  the  deeper  preacher." 

His  influence  over  his  congregation  was  commanding,  and 
was  steadily  exerted  on  the  side  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
When  he  knew  of  any  division  among  them,  he  went  imme- 
diately to  see  that  the  parties  were  reconciled ;  and  when  he 
heard  of  any  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  individuals, 
it  was  his  uniform  custom  to  go  and  reprove  them.  Under 
his  preaching,  the  gospel  was  attended  with  a  regular,  uni- 
form efficacy,  and  in  frequent  instances,  with  revivals  of  reli* 
gion;  yet  no  record  is  preserved  of  the  actual  admissions  to 
the  church.  From  some  of  the  family  letters,  I  find  inciden- 
tal mention  of  a  revival  of  religion,  as  existing  in  1715  and 
1716 ;  during  which  Mrs.  Edwards,  and  two  of  her  daughters, 
made  a  profession  of  their  christian  faith  ;  and  several  others 
of  the  family  are  spoken  of,  as  "  travelling  towards  Zion  with 
their  faces  thitherward."  His  son  observes,  in  1737,  that  he 
had  known  of  no  parish  in  the  west  of  New-England,  except 
Northampton,  which  had  as  often  been  favoured  with  revivals 
of  religion,  as  that  of  his  father. 

Vol.  I.  3 
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Dtiring  the  whole  of  his  ministry,  he  was  regarded  by  his 
people  with  great  respect  and  afTection  :  no  symptoms  of  dis- 
satisfaction having  been  manifested  by  them  for  sixty-three 
years.  In  the  summer  of  1762,  on  account  of  his  increasing 
infirmities  he  proposed  to  them  the  settlement  of  a  colleague  | 
and  they  actually  settled  one,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Perry,  June 
11th,  1755;  but  continued  his  salary  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  Jan.  27,  1758,  when  he  was  eighty-nine  years  of 
age, 

Mrs.  Edwards  survived  him  twelve  y6ars  :  her  fourth  daugh-^^ 
ter,  Mary,  residing  with  her  and  watching  over  the  infirmities 
of  age.  From  a  lady  in  East  Windsor  far  advanced  in  life,  I 
learned  the  following  facts^  Mrs.  Edwards  was  always  fond 
of  books,  and  discovered  a  very  extensive  acquaintance  with 
them  in  her  conversation ;  particularly  with  the  best  theolo- 
gical writers.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  her  family  be- 
ing small,  a  large  portion  of  her  tinie  was  devoted  to  reading. 
A  table  always  stood  in  the  middle  of  her  parlor,  on  which  lay 
a  large  quarto  bible,  and  treatises  on  doctrinal  and  experi- 
mental religion.  In  the  afternoon,  at  a  stated  hour,  such  of 
the  ladies  of  the  neighbourhood,  as  found  it  convenient,  went 
customarily  to  her  house,  accompanied  not  unfrequently  by 
their  children.  Her  daughter  regularly  read  a  chapter  of  the 
Bible,  and  then  a  passage  from  some  religious  author ;  but 
was  often  stopped  by  the  comments  and  remarks  of  her  moth* 
er,  who  always  closed  the  interview  with  prayer.  On  these 
occasions,  it  was  a  favorite  point  with  the  neighbouring  fe- 
males, even  with  those  who  were  young,  to  be  present  5  all 
of  them  regularly  attending  when  they  were  able,  and  many 
of  them,  among  whom  was  my  informant,  dating  their  first 
permanent  attention  to  religion  from  the  impressions  here 
mad^.  In  this  way  she  was  regarded  with  a  respect  border- 
ing on  veneration,  and  was  often  spoken  of  bv  Mr.  Perry,  aa 
one  of  his  most  efficient  auxiliaries.  She  died  Jan.  19,  1770, 
'n  the  99th  year  of  her  age,  retaining  her  mental  faculties  un- 
til the  close  of  her  life.  Her  daughter  Mary,.  "  spent  many 
years  of  her  early  life  at  Northampton  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stod- 
dard ;  and  returning  thence  to  her  father's  house,  she  was  the 
nurse  and  attendant,  and  I  may  almost  say,  support  of  her 
aged  parents.  She  was  a  woman  of  most  amiable  disposi- 
tion, fine  understanding,  and  uncommon  attainments,  had 
read  much  and  appeared  to  have  made  the  best  improvement 
of  the  knowledge  that  she  obtained."*  She  survived  her 
mother,  six  years. 

#  — — ^— 

^  From  the  letter  of  an  ozcellent  lady  m  Middletown*  in  whose  family  she 
f  0«ded  several  years. 
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CHAPTER  II. 
Bis  Birth  and  Educatum.— Earliest  Productions  of  his  Pm. 

Jonathan  Edwards,  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir^ 
was  the  fifth  child  of  Timothy  and  Esther  Edwards.  He  was 
bom  in  the  east  parish  of  Windsor,  now  East-Windsor,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Connecticut,  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1703. 

Owing  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  culture  of  his  parents, 
his  education  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  begun  in  in* 
fancy,  and  as  having  been^  in  all  respects,  of  the  best  and 
happiest  character.  The  government  of  their  family,  at 
once  strict  and  affectionate,  formed  him  to  early  habits  of 
obedience  and  sobriety,  and  saved  him  from  those  ''evil 
communications,"  which  too  often  lead  to  follies  and  excesses 
in  childhood  and  youth.  The  refinement  of  manners  and  of 
character,  which  he  witnessed  in  them  and  in  their  friends, pre** 
pared  his  own  mind  from  his  earliest  years,  to  withdraw  trom 
every  thing  low  and  grovelling,  and  to  find  a  high  enjoyment 
in  all  the  varieties  of  intellectual  and  moral  beauty.  Their 
own  minds,  enlightened  by  knowledge,  taught  his  from  the 
first,  to  open  and  expand  by  an  acquaintance  with  all  the  ob-* 
jects  of  contemplation  within  its  reach.  Their  faithful  reli« 
gious  instructions  rendered  him,  when  a  child,  familiarly  con- 
versant with  God  and  with  Christ,  with  his  own  character  and 
duties,  with  the  way  of  salvation  and  with  the  nature  of  that 
eternal  life,  which,  begun  on  earth,  is  perfected  in  heaven. 
la  their  example  of  consistent  and  devoted  piety,  he  saw  them 
walking  daily  before  him,  in  the  only  path  which  conducts  to 
that  world  of  life.  While  their  prayers,  commencing  with  hid 
existence,  and  offered  up  with  deep  humility  and  prevailing 
faith,  secured  for  him,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  the  peculiar 
blessing  of  God. 

In  t^  progress  of  childhood,  in  consequence  of  the  faith-* 
fill  instructions  and  prayers  of  his  parents,  he  was  in  several 
instances  the  subject  of  strong  religious  impressions.  This 
was  particularly  true,  some  years  before  he  went  to  college, 
during  a  powerful  revival  of  religion  in  his  father's  congre- 
gation. He,  and  two  other  lads  of  his  own  age,  who  had  the 
same  feelings  with  himself,  erected  a  booth,  in  a  very  retired 
spot  in  a  swamp,  for  an  oratory,  and  resorted  to  it  regularly  for 
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social  prayer.  This  continued  for  a  long  period ;  bat  the  im- 
pressions ultimately  disappeared,  and  in  his  own  view,  were 
followed  by  no  permanent  effects  of  a  salutary  nature.^ 

He  commenced  the  study  of  the  Latin,  when  six  years  of 
age,  under  the  care  of  his  father,  and  occasionally  that  of  hi» 
elder  sisters.  No  account  is  preserved  of  his  progress  in  his 
studies,  at  that  early  period,  but  his  high  standing  as  a  seho-* 
lar,  on  his  admission  to  college  as  well  as  afterwards,  and  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew,  prove 
at  once,  his  own  diligence  as  a  student  at  this  time,  and  the 
accuracy  and  fidelity  of  his  parent's  instructions. 

From  the  manuscripts  whicli  have  fallen  into  my  hands,  I 
conclude  that  his  father's  family  were  fond  of  the  use  of  the 
pen,  and  that  he  and  his  sisters  were  very  early  encouraged  by 
their  parents  to  make  attempts,  not  only  in  letter  writing,  but 
in  other  species  of  composition.  This  course,  though  rarely 
pursued  with  children,  is  eminently  advantageous ;  and  in  the 
case  before  us,  was  obviously  followed  by  the  best  results. 
While  it  increased  the  mutual  affection  pf  the  brother  and 
the  sisters,  it  also  served  to  strengthen  their  minds,  and  to 
impart  exactness  both  of  thought  and  expression.  The 
earliest  effort  of  his  pen,  which  I  have  met  with,  appears 
to  have  been  written  on  the  following  occasion.  Some  one 
in  the  vicinity,  probably  an  older  boy  than  himself,  had  ad- 
vanced the  opinion,  either  in  writtng  or  in  conversation,  that 
the  soul  was  matericd,  and  remained  with  the  body  tUl  the 
re9un*ection;  and  had  endeavored  to  convince  him  of  its  cor- 
rectness. Struck  with  the  absurdity  of  the  notion,  he  sat 
down  and  wrote  the  following  reply ;  which,  as  a  specimen 
both  of  wit  and  reasoning  in  a  child,  may  fairly  claim  to  be 
preserved.  It  is  without  date,  and  without  pointing,  or  any 
diviAon  into  sentences ;  and  has  every  appearance  of  having 
been  written  by  a  boy  just  after  he  had  learned  to  write.f 

^'  I  am  informed  that  you  have  advanced  a  notion,  that  the 
soul  is  material,  and  attends  the  body  till  the  resurrection ; 
as  I  am  a  professed  lover  of  novelty,  you  must  imagine  I  am 
very  much  entertained  bv  this  discovery ;  (which  however  old 
in  some  parts  of  the  world,  is  new  to  us ;)  but  suffer  my  curi- 
osity a  little  further.  I  would  know  the  manner  of  the  king- 
dom, before  I  swear  allegiance.  1st.  I  would  know  whether 
this  material  soul  keeps  with  [the  body]  in  the  coffin ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  it  might  not  be  convenient  to  build  a  repository 

'^^  His  own  account  of  thU  subject  wiU  bo  found  on  a  subsequent  pa|^. 

1  From  the  hand,  the  spelling,  and  the  want  of  separation  into  sentences,  I 
cannot  doubt  that  it  was  written  at  least  One  year  and  probably  two,  earlier 
than  the  letter  which  follows. 
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for  it ;  in  order  to  which,  I  would  know  what  shape  it  is  of, 
whether  round,  triangular  or  four  square ;  or  whether  it  is 
a  number  of  long  fine  strings  reaching  from  the  head  to  the 
foot,  and  whether  it  does  not  live  a  very  discontented  life.  I 
am  afraid  when  the  coffin  gives  way,  the  earth  will  fall  in  and 
crush  it ;  but  if  it  should  choose  to  live  above  ground,  and 
hover  about  the  grave,  how  big  it  is ; — whether  it  covers  all 
the  body,  or  is  assigned  to  the  head,  or  breast,  or  how.  If  it 
covers  all  the  body,  what  it  does  when  another  body  is  laid 
upon  it :  whether  the  first  gives  way ;  and,  if  so,  where  is  the 
place  of  retreat.  But  suppose  that  souls  are  not  so  big  but 
that  ten  or  a  dozen  of  them  may  be  about  one  body  ;  whether 
they  will  not  quarrel  for  the  highest  place ;  and,  as  I  insist 
much  upon  my  honor  and  property,  I  would  know  whether  I 
must  quit  my  dear  head,  if  a  superior  soul  comes  in  the  way ; 
but  above  all  I  am  concerned  to  know  what  they  do,  where  a 
burying  place  has  been  filled  twenty,  thirty,  or  an  hundred 
times.  If  they  are  a  top  of  one  another,  the  uppermost  will 
be  so  far  oflF,  that  it  can  take  no  care  of  the  body.  I  strongly 
suspect  they  must  march  off  every  time  there  comes  a  new 
set.  I  hope  there  is  some  other  place  provided  for  them  but 
dust.  The  undergoing  so  much  hardship,  and  being  depriv- 
ed of  the  body  at  last  will  make  them  ill  tempered.  I  leave 
it  with  your  physical  genius  to  determine,  whether  some  me- 
dicinal applications  might  not  be  proper  in  such  cases,  and 
subscribe  your  proselyte,  when  I  can  have  solution  of  these 
matters." 

The  following  letter  to  one  of  his  sisters,  written  at  twelve 
years  of  age  is  the  earliest  dated  effort  of  his  pen  which  I  have 
discovered. 

**  To  Miss  Mary  Edwards,  at  Hadley, 

"  Windsor^  May  10,  1716. 

**  Dear  Sister, 

"  Through  the  wonderful  goodness  and  mercy  of  God,  there 
has  been  in  this  place  a  very  remarkable  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  It  still  continues,  but  I  think  I  have  reason  to 
think  is  in  some  measure  diminished ;  yet  I  hope  not  much. 
Three  have  joined  the  church  since  you  last  heard,  five  now 
stand  propounded  for  admission ;  and  I  think  above  thirty 
persons  come  commonly  a  Mondays  to  converse  with  father 
about  the  condition  of  their  souls.  It  is  a  time  of  general 
health  here.  Abigail,  Hannah  and  Lucy  have  had  the  chick- 
en pox,  and  are  recovered.  Jerusha  is  almost  well.  Except 
her,  the  whole  family  is  well. 

"  Sister,  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare  so  often  as  I  dOr 
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I  should  be  glad  Co  hear  from  you  by  letter,  and  therein  how 
it  is  with  you  as  to  your  crookedness. 
"  Your  lovihg  brother, 

"Jonathan  E.*' 

He  was  educated,  until  he  entered  college,  at  home,  tind 
under  his  father's  personal  instruction ;  while  his  older  sisters 
were  daily  pursuing  their  respective  branches  of  study  in  his 
immediate  presence.  Their  father,  having  been  distinguish- 
ed as  a  scholar,  was  able  to  give  them,  and  as  we  have  seen, 
actually  gave  them,  a  superior  education.  In  all  their  vari- 
ous pursuits,  the  mind  of  their  brother,  as  it  opened,  would 
of  course  be  more  and  more  interested;  and  thus  at  length 
he  would  easily  atid  iilsensibly  acquire  a  mass  of  information 
far  beyond  his  years.  The  course  of  his  education  may  in  this 
way  have  been  less  systematic,  indeed,  and  less  conformed  to 
rule,  than  that  ordinarily  given  in  the  school.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  more  safe ;  forming  him  to  sofler  manners,  gent- 
ler feeliues  and  purer  affections.  In  his  circumstances,  also, 
it  was  obviously  more  comprehensive  and  universal ;  and, 
while  it  brought  him  acquainted  with  many  things  which  are 
not  usually  communicated  until  a  later  period,  it  also  served 
to  unfold  the  original  traits  of  his^mind,  and  to  give  it  that 
expansion,  which  is  the  result  of  information  alone. 

One  characteristit,  of  which  he  has  not  generally  been 
suspected,  but  which  he  possessed  in  an  unusual  decree,  was 
a  fondness,  minutely  and  critically  to  investigate  the  works 
of  nature.  This  propensity  was  not  only  discovered  in  youth 
and  manhood,  but  was  fully  developed  in  childhood,  and  at 
that  early  period  was  encouraged  and  cherished  by  the  foster- 
ing band  of  parental  care.  This  will  be  obvious  from  the  two 
subsequent  productions  of  his  pen,  which  were  written  on  the 
following  occasion.  His  father  had  some  correspondent  of 
distinction,  to  whom  in  the  course  of  his  letters,  he  had  given 
an  account,  of  an  interesting  natural  curiosity.  This  gentle- 
man, who  probably  resided  in  England,^  in  the  postscript  of 
his  reply  expressed  a  desire,  that  he  would  fkvor  him  with  any 
other  information  that  he  nlight  possess  of  a  similar  kihd.  The 
son  had  not  long  before  been  busily  engaged  in  observing, 
with  deep  interest  and  with  a  philosophic  eye,  the  wonder- 
ful movements  and  singular  skill  of  that  species  of  Spider 
which  inhabits  the  forest }  and  having  written  down  his  own 


*  No  trace  of  the  name  or  residence  of  the  correspondent  is  preserved  in  the 
papers ;  but  from  the  care  taken  by  the  son  to  inform  him  that  the  sea  lay  on 
the  east  of  New-England,  he  probalily  did  not  reside  in  this,  bat  in  the  mother 
pountrv. 
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observations,  had  doubtless  read  them  in  the  hearing  of  the 
family.  The  father,  gratified  with  this  discovery  of  his  son's 
talents  and  power  of  observation,  and  pleased  with  this  early 
effort  of  his  pen,  encouraged  him  to  turn  it  into  the  form  of  a 
letter,  and  to  send  it  to  his  correspondent,  in  his  own  name, 
with  an  apolo/?y  of  his  own.  The  apology  and  the  account, 
which  are  copied  from  his  own  rough  draught  of  both,  in  his 
earliest  hand,  after  he  had  corrected  the  language  of  each 
with  very  great  care,  are  contained  in  the  two  following  let- 
ters ;  both  of  which,  as  left  in  the  rough  draught,  are  without 
the  date,  and  the  name  of  the  correspondent,  and  the  latter, 
thouffh  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  has  not  the  customary  form  of 
conclusion. 

<<  May  U  please  your  Honour, 

'^  In  the  postscript  of  your  letter  to  my  father,  you  manifest 
a  willingness  to  receive  any  thing  else  that  he  has  observed 
worthy  of  remark,  respecting  the  wonders  of  nature.  What 
there  is  an  account  of  in  the  following  lines,  is  by  him  thought 
to  be  such.  He  has  laid  it  upon  me  to  write  the  account,  I 
having  had  advantage  to  make  more  full  observations  than 
himself.  Forgive  me  that  I  do  not  conceal  my  name,  and 
communicate  this  to  you  through  a  mediator.  I  do  not  state 
it  as  an  hypothesis,  but  as  a  plain  fact,  which  my  own  eyes 
have  witnessed,  and  which  every  one's  senses  may  make  him 
as  certain  of  as  of  any  thing  else.  Although  thiyse  things  ap- 
pear to  me  thus  certain,  still  I  submit  the  whole  to  your  bet- 
ter judgment  and  deeper  insight.  And  I  humbly  beg  to  be 
pardoned  for  runninff  the  venture,  though  an  utter  stranger, 
of  troubling  you  with  so  prolix  an  account  of  that,  which  I 
am  altogether  uncertain,  whether  you  will  esteem  worthy  of 
the  time  and  pains  of  reading.  If  you  think  the  observations 
childish,  and  beside  the  rules  of  decorum, — with  greatness  and 
goodness  overlook  it  in  a  child.  Pardon  me,  if  I  thought  it 
might  at  least  give  you  occasion  to  make  better  observations, 
such  as  should  be  worthy  of  communicating  to  the  learned 
world,  respecting  these  wondrous  animals,  from  whose  glisten- 
ing web  so  much  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator  shines. 
« I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

'^  May  it  please  your  Honour^ 

"  There  are  some  things  that  I  have  happily  seen  of  the 
wondrous  way  of  the  working  of  the  spider.  Although  every 
thing  belonging  to  this  insect  is  admirable,  there  are  some 
phenomena  relating  to  them  more  particularly  wonderful. 
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Every  body  that  is  used  to  the  country,  knows  their  marching 
in  the  air  from  one  tree  to  another,  sometimes  at  the  distance 
of  five  or  six  rods.  Nor  can  one  go  out  in  a  dewy  morning, 
at  the  latter  end  of  August  and  the  beginning  of  September, 
but  he  shall  see  multitudes  of  webs,  made  visible  by  the  dew 
that  hangs  on  them,  reaching  from  one  tree,  branch  and  shrub, 
to  another :  which  webs  are  commonly  thought  to  be  made 
in  the  night,  because  ihey  appear  only  in  the  morning  ; 
wheieas  none  of  them  are  made  in  the  night,  for  these  spiders 
never  come  out  in  the  night  when  it  is  dark,  as  the  dew  is 
then  Tailing.  But  these  webs  may  be  seen  well  enough  in 
the  day  time  by  an  observing  eye,  by  their  reflection  in  the 
sun-beams.  Especially  late  in  the  afternoon,  may  these  webs, 
that  are  between  the  eye  and  that  part  of  the  horizon  that  is 
under  the  sun,  be  seen  very  plainly,  being  advantageou^y  po- 
sited to  reflect  the  rays.  And  the  spiders  thiemselves  may  be 
very  often  seen  travelling  in  the  air,  from  one  stage  to  anoth- 
er amongst  the  trees,  in  a  very  unaccountable  manner.  But 
I  have  often  seen  that,  which  is  much  more  astonishing.  In 
Tery  calm  and  serene  days  in  the  forementioned  time  of  year, 
standing  at  some  distance  behind  the  end  of  an  house  or  some 
other  opake  body,  so  as  just  to  hide  the  disk  of  the  sun  and 
keep  off  his  dazzling  rays,  and  looking  along  close  by  the  side 
of  it,  I  have  seen  a  vast  multitude  of  little  shining  webs,  and 
glistening  strings,  brightly  reflecting  the  sunbeams,  and  some 
of  them  of  great  length,  and  of  such  a  height,  that  one  would 
think  they  were  tacked  to  the  vault  of  the  heavens,  and  would 
be  burnt  like  tow  in  the  sun,  and  make  a  very  beautiful,  pleas- 
ing, as  well  as  surprising  appearance.  It  is  wonderful  at 
what  a  distance,  these  webs  may  plainly  be  seen.  Some  that 
are  at  a  great  distance  appear  (it  cannot  be  less  than)  several 
thousand  times  as  big  as  they  ought.  I  believe  they  appear 
under  as  great  an  angle,  as  a  body  of  a  foot  diameter  ought 
to  do  at  such  a  distance ;  so  greatly  doth  brightness  increase 
the  apparent  bigness  of  bodies  at  a  distance,  as  is  observed  of 
the  fixed  stars. 

'<  But  that  which  is  most  «atonishing,  is,  that  very  often  ap- 
pears at  the  end  of  these  webs,  spiders  sailing  in  the  air  with 
them ;  which  I  have  often  beheld  with  wonderment  and  plea- 
sure, and  showed  to  others.  And  since  I  have  seen  these 
things,  I  have  been  very  conversant  with  spiders;  resolving 
if  possible,  to  find  out  the  mysteries  of  these  their  astonishing 
works.  And  I  have  been  so  happy  as  very  frequently  to  see 
their  manner  of  working;  that  when  a  spider  would  go  from 
one  tree  to  another,  or  would  fly  in  the  air,  he  first  lets  him* 
self  down  a  little  way  firom  the  twig  he  stands  on  by  a  web,  i^ 
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in  Fig.  1 ;  and  then,  layng  hold  of  it 

by  his  fore  feet,  and  bearing  himself 

by  that)  puts  out  a  web,  as  in  Fig.  2, 

which  is  drawn  out  of  his  tail  with 

infinite  ease,  in  the  gently  moving  ^ 

air,  to  what  length  the  spider  pleases ;  ^* 

and  if  the  farther  end   happens  to 

catch  by  a  shrub  or  the  branch  of  a^ 

tree,  the  spider  immediately  feels  it, 

and  fixes  the  hither  end  of  it  to  the 

web  by  which  he  let  himself  down,  ^ 

and  goes  over  by  that  web  which  he 

put  out  of  his  tail  as  in  Fig.  3.     And 

this,  my  eyes  have  innumerable  times 

made  me  sure  of. 

"  Now,  Sir,  it  is  certain  that  these  webs,  when  they  first  pro- 
ceed from  the  spider,  are  so  rare  a  substance,  that  they  ar6 
lighter  than  the  air,  because  they  will  ascend  in  it,  as  they 
will  immediately  in  a  calm  air,  and  never  descend  except  dri- 
ven by  a  wind ;  wherefore  'tis  certain.  And  'tis  as  certain, 
that  what  swims  and  ascends  in  the  air  is  lighter  than  the  air, 
as  that  what  ascends  and  swims  in  water  is  lighter  than  water. 
So  that  if  we  should  suppose  any  such  time,  wherein  the  air 
is  perfectly  calm,  this  web  is  so  easily  drawn  out  of  the  spi- 
der's tail,  that  if  the  end  of  it  be  once  out,  barely  the  levity 
of  it  is  sufficient  to  draw  it  out  to  any  length;  wherefore  if  it 
don't  happen  that  the  end  of  this  web,  b  c,  catches  by  a  tree 
or  some  other  body,  'till  there  is  so  long  a  web  drawn  out,  that 
its  levity  shall  be  so  great  as  more  than  to  counterbalance  the 
gravity  of  the  spider,  or  so  that  the  web  and  the  spider,  taken 
together,  shall  be  lighter  than  such  a  quantity  of  air  as  takes 
op  equal  spac6,  then  according  to  the  universally  acknow- 
ledged laws  of  nature,  the  web  and  the  spider  together  will 
ascend,  and  not  descend,  in  the  air :  as  when  a  man  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  water,  if  he  has  hold  of  a  piece  of  timber  so 
great,  that  the  wood's  tendency  upwards  is  greater  than  the 
man's  tendency  downwards,  he  together  with  the  wood  will 
ascend  to  the  surface  of  the  water.  And  therefore.  When  the 
spider  perceives  that  the  web  6  0  is  long  enough  to  bear  him 
up  by  its.ascending  force,  he  lets  go  his  hold  of  the  web  a  &, 
Fig  3,  and  ascends  in  the  air  with  the  web  b  c.  If  there  be 
not  web  more  than  enough,  just  to  counterbalance  the  gravity 
of  the  spider,  the  spider  together  with  the  web  will  hans  in 
equilibrio,  neither  ascending  nor  descending,  otherwise  tnan 
as  the  air  moves.  But  if  there  is  so  much  web,  that  its  greater 
levity  shall  more  than  equal  the  greater  density  of  the  spider, 
tbey  will  ascend  till  U)e  air  is  so  tnin,  that  the  spider  and  web 
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together  are  just  of  an  equal  weight  with  so  much  air.  Anrf 
in  this  way,  Sir,  I  have  multitudes  of  times  seen  spiders  mount 
away  into  the  air,  from  a  stick  in  my  hands,  with  a  rast  train 
of  this  silver  web  before  them ;  for,  if  the  spider  be  disturbed 
upon  the  stick  by  shaking  of  it,  he  will  presently  in  this  man- 
ner leave  it.  And  their  way  of  working  majr  very  distinctiy 
be  seen,  if  they  are  held  up  in  the  sun,  or  agamst  a  dark  door^ 
or  any  thing  that  is  black. 

"  Now,  Sir,  the  only  remaining  difficulty  is,  how  they  first  put 
out  the  end  of  the  web  b  c.  Fig.  3,  out  of  their  tails.  If  once 
the  web  is  out,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  levity  of  it,  to- 

!fether  with  the  motion  of  the  air,  may  draw  it  out  to  a  great 
ength.  But  how  should  they  first  let  out  of  their  tails,  the 
end  of  so  fine  and  even  a  string;  seeing  that  the  web,  while  it 
is  in  the  spider,  is  a  certain  cloudy  liquor,  with  which  that 
great  bottle  tail  of  theirs  is  filled ;  which  immediately,  upon 
its  being  exposed  to  the  air,  turns  to  a  dry  substance,  and  ex- 
ceedingly rarifies  and  extends  itself.  Now  if  it  be  a  liquor, 
it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  they  should  let  out  a  fine  even 
thread,  without  expelling  a  little  drop  at  the  end  of  it;  but 
none  such  can  be  discerned.  But  there  is  no  need  of  this ; 
for  it  is  only  separating  that  part  of  the  web  h  c,  Fig.2,  from 
a  6,  and  the  end  of  the  web  is  already  out.  Indeed,  Sir,  I 
never  could  distinctly  see  them  do  this :  so  small  a  piece  of 
web  being  imperceptible  among  the  spider's  legs.  But  I  can- 
not doubt  but  that  it  is  so,  because  there  is  a  necessity  that 
they  should  some  way  or  other  separate  the  web  a  b,  Fig.  3^ 
from  their  tails,  before  they  can  let  out  the  web  b  c.  And 
then  I  know  they  do  have  ways  of  dividing  their  webs  by  bit- 
ing them  ofl",  or  in  some  other  way.  Otherwise  they  could 
not  separate  themselves  from  the  web  a  6,  Fig.  3. 

"And  this,  Sir,  is  the  way  of  spiders  going  from  one  tree  to 
another,  at  a  great  distance ;  and  this  is  the  way  of  their  flying 
in  the  air.  And,  although  I  say  I  am  certain  of  it,  I  don't  de- 
sire that  the  truth  of  it  should  be  received  upon  my  word ; 
though  I  could  bring  others  to  testify  to  it,  to  whom  I  have 
shown  it,  and  who  have  looked  on,  with  admiration,  to  see 
their  manner  of  working.  But  every  one's  eyes,  that  will  take 
the  pains  to  observe,  will  make  them  as  sure  of  it.  Only 
those,  that  would  make  experiment,  must  take  notice  that 
it  is  not  every  sort  of  spider  that  is  a  flying  spider,  for  those 
spiders  that  keep  in  houses  are  a  quite  dimrent  sort,  as  also 
those  that  keep  in  the  ground,  and  those  that  keep  in  swamps, 
in  hollow  trees,  and  rotten  logs ;  but  those  spiders,  that  keep 
on  branches  of  trees  and  shrubs,  are  the  flying  spiders.  They 
delight  most  in  walnut  trees,  and  are  that  sort  of  spiders  that 
make  those  curious  network  polygonal  webs,  that  are  so  fre-* 
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quently  to  be  seen,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  There  are 
more  of  this  sort  of  spiders  by  far  than  of  any  other. 

«<But  yet,  Sir,  I  am  assured  that  the  chief  end  of  this  faculty, 
that  is  given  them,  is  not  their  recreation,  but  their  destruc- 
tion ;  because  their  destruction  is  unavoidably  the  effect  of 
it ;  and  we  shall  find  nothing,  that  is  the  continual  effect  of 
nature,  but  what  is  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  brought  to 
pass.  But  it  is  impossible,  but  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
spiders  upon  the  land  should,  every  year,  be  swept  into  the 
ocean.  For  these  spiders  never  fly,  except  the  weather  is  fair 
and  the  atmosphere  dry ;  but  the  atmosphere  is  never  clear, 
neither  in  this  nor  any  other  continent,  only  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  midland  parts,  and  consequently  towards  the 
sea.  As  here  in  New-England,  the  fair  weather  is  only  when 
the  wind  is  westerly,  the  land  being  on  that  side,  and  the 
ocean  on  the  easterly.  And  I  never  have  seen  any  of  these 
spiders  flying,  but  when  they  have  been  hastening  directly 
towards  the  sea.  And  the  time  of  their  flying  being  so  long, 
even  from  about  the  middle  of  August  every  sunshiny  day, 
until  about  the  end  of  October;  (though  their  chief  time,  as 
I  observed  before,  is  the  latter  end  of  August,  and  beginning 
of  September ;)  and  they  never  flying  from  the  sea,  but  always 
towards  it;  must  needs  get  there  at  last;  for  its  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  they  have  sense  enough  to  stop  themselves 
when  the^  come  near  the  sea ;  for  then  they  would  have  hun- 
dreds of  times  as  many  spiders  upon  the  sea-shore,  as  any  where 
else. 

^  The  same  also  holds  true  of  other  sorts  of  flying  insects  ; 
for  at  these  times,  that  I  have  viewed  the  spiders  with  their 
webs  in  the  air,  there  has  also  appeared  vast  multitudes  of 
flies,  and  all  flying  the  same  way  with  the  spiders  and  webs 
directly  to  the  ocean;  and  even  such  as  butterflies,  millers 
imd  moths,  which  keep  in  the  grass  at  this  time  of  year,  I 
have  seen  vastly  higher  than  the  tops  of  the  highest  trees,  all 
going  the  same  way.  These  I  have  seen  towards  evening, 
without  such  a  screen  to  defend  my  eyes  from  the  sunbeams ; 
which  I  used  to  think  were  seeking  a  warmer  climate. 

"The  reason  of  their  flying  at  that  time  of  year,  I  take  to 
be  because  then  the  ground  and  trees,  the  places  of  their  re^ 
sidence  in  summer,  begin  to  be  chilly  and  uncomfortable. 
Therefore  when  the  sun  shines  prettv  warm  they  leave  them^ 
and  mount  up  in  the  air,  and  expand  their  wings  to  the  sun, 
and  flying  for  nothing  but  their  own  ease  and  comfort,  they 
Bufier  themselves  to  go  that  way,  that  they  find  they  can  go 
with  the  greatest  ease,  and  so  where  the  wind  pleases;  and  it 
being  warmth  they  fly  for,  they  find  it  cold  and  laborious  fly- 
ing against  the  wind.    They  therefore  seem  to  use  their  wings, 
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but  ju9t  SO  much  as  to  bear  them  up,  and  sufier  them  to  go 
with  the  wind.  So  that  without  doubt  almost  all  aerial  in- 
sects, and  also  spiders  which  live  upon  trees  and  are  made 
up  of  them,  are  at  the  end  of  the  year  swept  away  into  the 
sea,  and  buried  in  the  ocean,  and  leave  nothing  behind  them 
but  their  eggs,  for  a  new  stock  the  next  year." 

These  letters,  I  cannot  assign  to  a  later  age  than  twelve.* 
The  latter,  as  I  think  the  reader  will  perceive,  evinces  an  ex- 
actness and  originality  of  observation,  as  well  as  an  accuracy 
and  felicity  of  description,  not  always  rivalled  in  later  years. 
The  former,  as  an  exhibition  of  delicacy,  beauty  and  grace, 
will  probably  be  classed  among  the  happiest  eflforts  of  the 
juvenile  pen.  As  a  natural  historian,  he  had  the  honor,  I 
believe,  to  be  the  first  to  observe,  and  communicate,  these  sin- 
gular phenomena  respecting  the  spider ;  and  had  he  devoted 
himself  to  that  interesting  science,  to  which  he  was  thus  early 
and  auspiciously  introduced,  no  one  will  doubt,  that  he  might 
easily  have  gained  its  highest  honors.  That  be  did  not  whol- 
ly neglect  it  from  this  time,  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

jEE-E  entered  Yale  College  in  New-Haven,  in  Sept.  1716, 
^^  before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  college  was  then 
in  its  infancy,  and  various  untoward  circumstances  had  great- 
ly impeded  its  growth.  It  was  first  planted  at  Saybrook,  and 
then  partially  removed  to  Kenilworth,  to  the  house  of  its  first 
Rector,  until  his  death  in  1707.  From  that  time  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Andrews  of  Mil  ford,  one  of  the  Trustees,  was  Rector  pro 
tempore  upwards  of  twelve  years ;  and  the  location  of  the 
.  college  was  a  constant  theme  of  contention  between  the 
towns  of  New-Haven,  Saybrook,  Wethersfield  and  Hartford, 
until  1716;  when  the  vote  of  the*  trustees,  the  donation  of 
Mr.  Yale,  and  the  vote  of  the  legislature  of  the  colony,  fixed 
it  permanently  at  New-Haven.  In  the  collegiate  year,  1716- 
1717,  thirteen  of  the  students  resided  at  New-Haven,  fourteen 
at  Wethersfield,  and  four  at  Saybrook.  The  temporary  pres- 
idency of  Mr.  Andrews  continued  until  1719;  and  as  he  was 
the  acting  minister  of  Milford,  his  oversight  of  the  college, 
and  his  influence  over  the  students,  must  of  course  have  been 
exceedingly  imperfect.  The  government  of  the  institution, 
virtually  and  necessarily,  was  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  tu- 
tors ;  who,  as  young  men  without  experience  and  m  knowledge 

*  He  became  a  niomber  of  college  at  that  age.  In  one  of  them  he  speaks  of 
liimsclf  as  "  a  child^^^  an  epithet  rarely  if  over  applied  by  a  bqy,  especially  by  a 
Freshman,  to  himself  after  that  period  of  life.  They  appear  obviously  to  have 
been  written  while  he  resided  at  home,  and  the  hand  writing  is  of  the  earliest 
and  moat  unformed  cast. 
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of  maDkind,  could  not  usually  be  found  qualified  for  so  diffi- 
cult a  trust.  Some  time  in  the  year  1717,  the  extreme  un- 
popularity of  one  of  the  tutors  occasioned  a  general  insurrec- 
tion of  the  students,  who  were  at  New-Haven,  against  the 
government  of  the  college  ;  and  in  one  body  they  withdrew 
from  New-Haven,  and  joined  their  companions  at  Wethers- 
field.  At  the  commencement  in  that  year,  eight  of  the  senior 
class  returned  to  New-Haven,  to  receive  their  degrees  of  the 
regular  college  government ;  while  five  received  theirs  irregu- 
larly at  Wethersfield.  I  have  discovered  no  evidence  of  any 
kind  that  Edwards  took  part  in  these  disturbances.  He  went, 
however,  with  his  companions  to  Wethersfield,  and  continued 
there  until  1719.  While  there,  he  gained  a  high  character 
and  standing  in  his  class.  His  father,  writing  to  one  of  his 
daughters,  under  date  of  Jan.  27,  1718,  says,  '*  I  have  not 
beard  but  that  your  brother  Jonathan  is  also  well.  He  has  a 
very  good  name  at  Wethersfield,  both  as  to  his  carriage  and 
his  learning."  While  at  Wethersfield,  he  wrote  to  one  of  his 
sisters  the  following  letter ;  which,  as  it  is  a  document  relat- 
ing to  an  interesting  event  in  the  history  of  the  college,  may 
not  improperly  be  preserved. 

''  To  Miss  Mary  Edwards  at  Northampton. 

Wethersfield,  March  26,  1719. 

'«  Dear  Sisteb, 

*'  Of  all  the  many  sisters  I  have,  I  think  I  never  had  one  so 
long  out  of  my  bearing  as  yourself:  inasmuch  as  I  cannot  re- 
member, that  I  ever  heard  one  utile  from  you,  from  the  time 
you  last  went  up  the  country,  #itil  the  last  week  by  Mr.  B. 
who  then  came  from  Northampton.  When  he  caioe  in,  I  tru- 
ly rejoiced  to  see  him,  because  I  fully  expected  to  receive  a 
letter  from  you  by  hinu  But  being  disappointed,  and  that 
not  a  little,  I  was  willing  to  make  t^t,  which  I  hoped  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  receiving,  the  same  of  sending.  For  I 
thought  it  was  a  pity,  that  there  should  not  be  the  least  cor- 
respondence between  us,  or  communication  from  one  to  an- 
other, when  at  no  farther  distance.  I  hope  also  that  this  may 
be  a  means  of  exciting  the  same  in  yourself;  and  so,  having 
more  charity  for  you  than  to  believe,  that  I  am  quite  out  of 
your  mind,  or  that  you  are  not  at  all  concerned  for  me,  I 
think  it  fit  that  I  should  give  you  some  account  of  my  condi- 
tion, relative  lo  the  school.  I  suppose  you  are  frilly  acquaint- 
ed with  our  coming  away  from  New-Haven,  and  the  circum- 
stances thereof.  Since  then  we^have-been  in  a  more  prosper- 
ous condition,  as  I  think,  than  ever.  Bat  the  council  and 
trustees,  bKvtng  lately  had  a  meeting  at  New-Haven  concern- 
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ing  it,  have  removed  that  which  was  the  cause  of  our  coining 
away,  viz.  Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  place  of  a  tutor,  and  have 
put  in  Mr.  Cutler,  Pastor  of  Canterbury,  President ;  who,  as 
we  hear,  intends  very  speedily  to  be  resident  at  Yale  College, 
so  that  all  the  scholars  belonging  to  our  school  expect  to  re- 
turn there,  as  soon  as  our  vacancy  after  the  election  is  over. 
^'  I  am  your  loving  brother  in  good  health, 

"  Jonathan  Edwards." 

While  a  member  of  college,  he  was  distinguished  for  the 
uniform  sobriety  and  correctness  of  his  behavior,  for  diligent 
application  to  his  studies,  and  for  rapid  and  thorough  attain- 
ments in  learning.  In  the  second  year  of  his  collegiate  course, 
while  at  Wethersfiejd,,  he  read  Locke  on  the  Human  Under- 
standing with  peculiar  pleasure.  The  uncommon  strength 
and  penetration  of  his  mind,  which  admirably  qualifi^  him 
for  profound  thought  and  metaphysical  investigation,  began 
to  be  discovered  and  exerted  even  at  this  early  age.  From 
his  own  account  of  the  subject,  he  was  inexpressibly  enter- 
tained and  delighted  with  that  profound  work,  when  he  read 
it  at  the  ase  of  fourteen ;  enjoying  a  far  higher  pleasure  in 
the  perusal  of  its  pages,  '^tban  the  most  greedy  miser  finds, 
when  gathering  up  handfuls  of  silver  and  gold,  firom  some 
newly  discovered  treasure."  To  studies  of  this  class  he  firom 
that  time  devoted  himself,  as  to  those  in  which  he  felt  the 
most  intense  interest.  Still,  however,  he  applied  himself,  with 
so  much  diligence  and  success,  to  the  performance  of  his  as- 
signed duties,  as  to  sustain  th^  first  standing  in  bis  class,  and 
to  secure  the  highest  approbcftion  of  his  instructors. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler  repaif^ed  to  New-Haven  early  in  June 
1719,  at  the  opening  of  the  summer  term,  to  enter  on  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  as  Rector;  and  the  students,  among  whom 
was  Edwards,  returned  to  the  colleffe.  The  following  letter 
fi'om  the  Rector  to  his  father,  will  snow  the  character  which 
he  had  acquired  while  at  Wetbersfield,  and  the  trying  oircum- 
stances  of  the  college. 

'' JVew-Havenj  June  30,  1719. 

"Rev.  Sir, 

"  Your  letter  came  to  my  hands  by  your  son.  I  congratu- 
late you  upon  his  promising  abilities  and  advances  in  learning. 
He  is  now  under  my  care,  and  probably  may  continue  so,  and 
doubtless  will  so  do  if  he  should  remain  here,  and  I  be  settled 
in  the  business  I  am  now  in.  I  can  assure  you,  Rev.  Sir,  that 
four  good  affection  to  me  in  this  affair,  and  that  of  the  minis* 
ters  around  you,  is  no  small  inducement  to  me ;  and  if  I  am 
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prevailed  on  thereby,  it  shall  be  a  strong  motive  to  me  to  im- 
prove m^  poor  abilities,  in  the  service  of  such  hopeful  youths 
as  are  with  us.  They  may  suffer  much  from  my  weakness,  but 
they  shall  not  from  mv  neglect.  I  am  no  party-man,  but  shall 
carry  it,  with  an  equal  hand  and  affection,  to  the  whole  col- 
lege ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  the  difficulty  and  importance  of 
the  business  will  secure  me  your  prayers,and  those  of  all  good 
men,  which  I  do  much  value  and  desire. 

^'  I  remain,  under  the  earnest  hope  and  expectation  of  your 
prayers,  Your  humble  servant, 

"T.  Cutler." 

The  following  characteristical  letter,  written  to  his  father 
in  his  third  collegiate  year,  will  not  be  uninteresting  to  the 
reader. 

"  To  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  East 

Windsor. 

"JVeto-fliiven,  Julj/21,  1719. 

'^  Ever  honoured  Sir, 

"  I  received,  with  two  books,  a  letter  h'om  yourself,  bear- 
ing the  date  of  July  7th ;  and  therein  I  received  with  the 
greatest  gratitude,  your  most  wholesome  advice  and  counsel ; 
and  I  hope  I  shall,  God  helping  of  me,  use  my  utmost  endea- 
vours to  put  the  same  in  practice.  I  am  sensible  of  the  pre- 
ciousness  of  my  time,  and  am  resolved  it  shall  not  be  through 
any  neglect  of  mine,  if  it  slips  without  the  greatest  advantage. 
I  take  very  great  content  under  my  present  tuition,  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  scholars  seem  to  do  under  theirs.  Mr.  Cutler  is 
extraordinarily  courteous  to  us,  has  a  very  good  spirit  of  go- 
vernment, keeps  the  school  in  excellent  order,  seems  to  in- 
crease in  learning,  is  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  are  un- 
•der  him,  and  when  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  school  or  town,  he 
generally  has  the  title  of  rresident.  The  scholars  all  live  in 
very  gocnl  peace  with  the  people  of  the  town,  and  there  is  not 
a  word  said  about  our  former  carryings  on,  except  now  and 
then  by  aunt  Mather.  I  have  diligently  searched  into  the 
circumstances  of  Stiles's  examination,  which  was  very  short, 
and  as  far  as  I  can  understand  was  to  no  other  disadvantage 
than  that  he  was  examined  in  TuUy's  Orations ;  in  which, 
though  he  had  never  construed  before  he  came  to  New-Ha^ 
ven,  yet  he  committed  no  error  in  that  or  any  other  book, 
whether  Latin,  Greek  or  Hebrew,  except  in  Virgil,  wherein 
he  could  not  tell  the  Preteriium  of  RequieBco.  He  is  very  , 
well  treated  amons  the  scholars,  and  accepted  in  the  college 
as  a  member  of  it  by  every  body,  and  also  as  a  freshman;  nei^ 
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ther  as  I  think,  is  he  inferior  as  to  learning,  to  any  of  his 
classmates.  I  ha?e  enquired  of  Mr.  Cutler,  what  books  we 
shall  have  need  of  the  next  year.  He  answered  he  would 
have  me  get  against  that  time,  Alstead's  Creometry  and  Gas- 
sendus'  Astronomy ;  with  which  I  would  intreat  you  to  get  a 
pair  of  dividers,  or  mathematician's  compasses,  and  a  scale, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  learning  mathe- 
matics; and  also,  the  Art  of  Thinking,  which,.  I  am  persuad- 
ed, would  be  no  less  profitable,  than  the  other  necessary,  to 
me,  who  am  Your  most  dutiful  Son, 

"  Jonathan  Edwards." 

"  P.  S.  What  we  give  a  week  for  our  board,  is  £0,5s.  Od.*- 
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CHAPTER  m. 

Habits  of  Study. — Early  Productions. — Jfotes  on  the  Mind. 

The  Habits  of  study,  which  Edwards  formed  in  very  early 
youth,  were  not  only  strict  and  severe,  and  this  in  every  branch 
of  literature,  but  in  one  respect,  peculiar.  Even  while  a  boy, 
he  began  to  study,  V)ith  his  pen  in  his  hand :  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  copying  off  the  thoughts  of  others,  but  for  the  purpose 
ofwriting  down,  and  preserving,  the  thoughts  suggested  to  his 
own  mind,  from  the  course  of  study  which  he  was  pursuing. 
This  most  iiseful  practice,  he  commenced  in  several  branches 
of  study  very  early;  and  he  steadily  pursued  it  in  all  his  stu- 
dies through  life.  His  pen  appears  to  have  been,  in  a  sense, 
always  in  his  hand.  From  this  practice,  steadily  persevered 
in,  he  derived  the  very  great  advantages  of  thinking  continu- 
ally during  each  period  of  study  ;  of  thinking  accurately;  of 
thinking  connectedly;  of  thinking  habitually  at  all  times;  of 
banishing  from  his  mind  every  subject,  which  was  not  worthy 
of  continued  and  systematic  thought;  of  pursuing  each  given 
subject  of  thought  as  far  as  he  was  able,  at  the  happy  mo* 
ment  when  it  opened  spontaneously  on  his  mind  ;  of  pursuing 
every  such  subject  afterwards,  in  regular  sequence,  starting 
anew  from  the  point  where  he  had  previously  left  off,  when 
again  it  opened  upon  him,  in  some  new  and  interesting  light; 
of  preserving  his  best  thoughts,  his  best  associations,  his  best 
images,  and  then  arranging  them  under  their  proper  hca^s, 
ready  for  subsequent  use  ;  of  regularly  strengthening  the  fac- 
ulty of  thinking  and  reasoning,  by  constant  and  powerful  ex- 
ercise ;  and,  above  all,  of  gradually  moulding  himself  into  a 
thinking  being — a  being,  who,  instead  of  regarding  thinking 
and  reasoning  as  labour,  could  find  no  high  enjoyment  but  in 
intense,  systematic  and  certain  thought.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  when  we  remember  how  few  students  comparatively, 
from  the  want  of  this  mental  discipline,  think  at  all ;  how  few 
of  those,  who  think  at  all,  think  habitually;  how  few  of  those, 
who  think  habitually,  think  to  purpose ;  and  how  few  of  those, 
who  think  to  purpose,  attain  to  the  fulness  of  the  measure  of 
the  stature,  to  which,  as  thinking  beings,  they  might  have  at- 
tained ;  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  doubted,  that  the  practice  in 
question  was  the  principal  means,  of  the  ultimate  develope- 
roent  of  his  mental  superiority. 

Vol.  L  5 
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I  find  four  distinct  Series  of  these  manuscript  Notes  or  Re- 
marks, which,  from  the  hand  writing,*  as  well  as  from  other  evi- 
dence, were  obviously  commenced  by  him^  during  his  collegiate 
life;  and, as  nearly  as  I  can  judge,  in  the  following  order.  The 
first,  entitled,  "The  Mind,"  isabrief  collection  of  discussions 
and  remarks  in  Mental  Philosophy.  The  second  is  without  a 
title,  and  consists  of  Notes  on  Natural  Science.  The  third 
is  entitled,  "  Notes  on  the  Scriptures."  The  fourth  is  enti- 
tled, "  Miscellanies,"  and  consists  chiefly  of  observations  on 
the  Doctrines  of  the  Scriptures,  The  two  last,  he  continued 
through  life. 

The  Series  of  remarks,  entitled,  "The  Mind,"  judging  both 
from  the  handwriting  and  the  subjects,  I  suppose  was  com- 
menced either  during,  or  soon  after,  his  perusal  of  Locke's 
Essay  on  the  Human  Understanding.  It  contains  nine  leaves 
of  foolscap,  folded  separately,  and  a  few  more,  obviously  writ- 
ten at  a  later  period.  The  arrangement  of  subjects,  in  these 
papers,  is  less  perfect,  than  that  which  he  subsequently  adopt- 
ed in  other  writings.  It  is  as  follows.  The  word,  proper  to 
express  a  given  subject,  is  written  at  the  commencement  of 
the  paragraph,  which  introduces  it,  in  very  large  letters. 
Where  several  subjects  are  found  on  one  page,  they  are  num- 
bered, I,  2,  3,  &c.  These  numbers,  with  that  of  the  page, 
furnish  the  reference  in  the  index.  A  few  passages  will  ena- 
ble the  reader,  to  judge  of  the  character  and  habits  of  his  mind^ 
at  that  period  of  life. 

"  PLACE  of  minds.  Our  common  way  of  conceiving  of 
what  ia  spiritual,  is  very  gross,  and  shadowy,  and  corporeal, 
with  dimensions,  and  figure,  &c. ;  though  it  be  supposed  to 
be  very  clear,  so  that  we  can  see  through  it.  If  we  would 
get  a  right  notion  of  what  is  spiritual,  we  must  think  of  thought, 
or  inclination,  or  delight.  How  large  is  that  thing  in  the 
mind,  which  they  call  thought 9  Is  love  square,  or  round  E 
Is  the  surface  o{  hatred  rough,  or  smooth.  Is  Joy  an  inch,  or 
afoot,  in  diameter?  These  are  spiritual  things;  and  why 
should  we  then  form  such  a  ridiculous  idea  of  Spirits,  as  to 
think  them  so  long,  so  thick,  or  so  wide,  or  to  think  there  is 
a  necessity  of  their  being  either  square  or  round,  or  some 
other  certain  figure  ? 

*  When  a  boy,  his  writing  was  round  or  circular,  to  an  unusual  degree,  and 
very  legible.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  it  was  more  angular  and  less  distinct, 
though  much  improved  in  appearance.  From  the  time  when  he  began  to 
preach,  in  all  his  papers  intended  for  his  own  inspection,  his  hand  became  mora 
and  more  careless,  and  less  and  less  legible ;  though,  even  to  the  close  of  life, 
his  Letten  were  always  neatly  and  legibly  written.  He  appears  to  have  had  one 
hand  for  himself,  and  another  for  his  friends. 
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'<  Therefore,  Spirits  cannot  be  in  place,  in  such  a  sense, 
that  all  within  the  given  limits  shall  be  where  the  spirit  is, 
and  all  without  such  a  circumscription,  where  he  is  not :  but 
in  this  sense  only,  that  all  created  spirits  have  clearer  and 
more  strongly  impressed  ideas  of  things,  in  one  place,  than  in 
another,  or  can  produce  effects  here,  and  not  there ;  and  as 
this  place  alters,  so  spirits  move.  In  spirits,  united  to  bodies, 
the  Spirit  more  strongly  perceives  things  where  the  body  is, 
and  can  there  immediately  produce  effects ;  and  in  this  sense, 
the  soul  can  be  said  to  be  in  the  same  place,  where  the  body 
is.  And  this  law  is  that  we  call  the  union  between  soul  and 
body.  So  the  soul  may  be  said  to  be  in  the  brain,  because 
ideas  that  come  by  the  body  immediately  ensue,  only  on  al- 
terations that  are  made  there ;  and  the  soul  most  immediate- 
ly produces  effects  no  where  else. 

"  No  doubt  that  all  finite  spirits,  united  to  bodies  or  not, 
are  thus  in  place;  that  is,  that  they  perceive,  or  passively  re- 
ceive, ideas,  only  or  chiefly,  of  created  things,  that  are  in  some 
particular  place  at  a  given  time.  At  least,  a  finite  spirit  can- 
not thus  be  in  all  places  at  a  time,  equally.  And  doubtless 
the  change  of  the  place,  where  they  perceive  most  strongly, 
and  produce  effects  immediately,  is  regular  and  successive ; 
which  is  the  motion  of  spirits.'^ 

"  PERCEPTION  of  separate  minds.  Our  perceptions,  or 
ideas  that  we  passively  receive  by  our  bodies,  are  communi- 
cated to  us  immediately  by  God,  while  our  minds  are  united 
with  our  bodies ;  but  only  we  in  some  measure  know  the  rule. 
We  know  that,  upon  such  alterations  in  our  minds,  there  fol- 
low such  ideas  in  the  mind.  It  need,  therefore,  be  no  difficul- 
ty with  us,  how  we  shall  perceive  things  when  we  are  separate. 
They  will  be  communicated,  then  also,  and  according  to  some 
rule,  no  doubt ;  only  we  know  not  what." 

"  UNION  of  mind  with  body.  The  mind  is  so  united  with 
the  body,  that  an  alteration  is  caused  in  the  body,  it  is  proba- 
ble, by  every  action  of  the  mind.  By  those  that  are  very  vig- 
ourous,a  great  alteration  is  very  sensible  ;  and  at  some  times, 
when  the  vigour  of  the  body  is  impaired  by  disease,  especially 
in  the  head,  almost  every  action  causes  a  sensible  alteration 
in  the  body." 

"  CERTAINTY.  Determined  that  there  are  many  degrees 
of  Certainty;  though  not  indeed  of  absolute  certainty,  which 
is  infinitely  strong.  We  are  certain  of  many  things  upon  de- 
monstration, which  yet  we  may  be  made  more  certain  of,  by 
more  demonstration;  because,  although  according  to  the 
strength  of  the  mind,  we  see  the  connection  of  the  ideas,  yet 
a  stronger  mind  would  see  the  connection  more  perfectly  and 
strongly,  because  it  would  have  the  ideas  more  perfect.    We 
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have  not  such  a  strength  of  mind,  that  we  can  perfectly  con- 
ceive of  but  very  few  things;  and  some  little  of  the  strength 
of  an  idea  is  lost,  in  a  moment  of  time,  as  we  in  the  mind  look, 
successively,  on  the  train  of  ideas  in  a  demonstration." 

"  TRUTH.  Truth  is  the  perception  of  the  relations  there 
are  between  ideas.  Falsehood  is  the  supposition  of  relations 
between  ideas,  that  are  inconsistent  with  those  ideas  them- 
selves, not  in  the  disagreement  with  things  without.  All  truth 
is  in  the  mind,  and  only  there.  Tis  ideas,  or  what  is  in  the 
mind  alone,  that  can  be  the  object  of  the  mind  ;  and  what  we 
call  Truth,  is  a  consistent  supposition  of  relations  between 
what  is  the  object  of  the  mind.  Falsehood  is  an  inconsistent 
supposition  of  relations.  The  truth,  that  is  in  a  mind,  must 
be,  as  to  its  object,  and  every  thing  pertaining  to  it,  in  that 
mind ;  for  what  is  perfectly  without  the  mind,  the  mind  has 
nothing  to  do  with. 

"  The  only  foundation  of  error,  is  inadequateness  and  im- 
perfection of  ideas ;  for  if  the  idea  were  )>erfect,  it  would  be 
iinpossible,  but  that  all  its  relations  should  be  perfectly  per- 
ceived." 

"GENUS.  The  various  distributing  and  ranking  of  things, 
and  tying  of  them  together,  under  one  common  abstract  idea, 
is,  although  arbitrary,  yet  exceeding  useful,  and,  indeed,  ab- 
solutely necessary;  for  how  miserable  should  we  be,  if  we 
could  think  of  things  only  individually,  as  beasts  do ;  how 
slow,  narrow,  painful  and  endless,  would  be  the  exercise  of 
thought. 

"  What  is  this  putting  and  tying  things  together,  which  is 
done  in  abstraction  ?  'Tis  not  merely  a  tying  of  them  under 
the  same  name ;  for  I  do  believe  that  deaf  and  dumb  persons 
abstract  and  distribute  things  into  kinds.  But  its  so  putting 
them  together,  that  the  mind  resolves  hereafter  to  think  of 
them  together,  under  a  common  notion,  as  if  they  were  a  col- 
lective substance  : — the  mind  being  as  sure,  in  this  proceed- 
ing, of  reasoning  well,  as  if  it  were  of  a  particular  substance ; 
for  it  has  abstracted  that,  which  belongs  alike  to  all,  and  has 
a  perfect  idea,  whose  relations  and  properties  it  can  behold, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  idea  of  one  individual.  Although  this 
ranking  of  things  be  arbitrary,  yet  there  is  much  more  foun- 
dation for  some  distributions,  than  others.  Some  are  much 
more  useful,  and  much  better  serve  the  purposes  of  abstrac- 
tion." 

"  RULES  of  reasoning.  *Tis  no  matter  how  abstracted 
our  notions  are — the  fiEirther  we  penetrate,  and  come  to  the 
prime  reality  of  the  thing,  the  better;  provided  we  can  go  to 
such  a  degree  of  abstraction,  and  carry  it  out  clear.  We  may 
go  so  far  in  abstraction,  that,  although  we  may  thereby  in  iact 
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see  truth  and  reality,  and  farther  than  ever  was  seen  beforei* 
yet  we  may  not  be  able  more  than  just  to  toueh  it,  and  to  have  a 
few  obscure  glances.  We  may  not  have  strength  of  mind| 
sufficient  to  conceive  clearly  of  the  manner  of  it.  We  see 
farther,  indeed,  but  'tis  but  very  obscurely  and  indistinctly. 
We  had  better  stop  a  degree  or  two  short  of  this,  and  abstract 
no  farther,  than  we  can  conceive  of  the  thing  distinctly,  and 
explain  it  clearly ;  otherwise,  we  shall  be  apt  to  run  into  error, 
and  confound  our  minds." 

"PERSON.  Well  mi^ht  Mr.  Locke  say,  that  identity  of 
person  consisted  in  identity  of  consciousness  ;*  for  he  might 
have  said,  that  identity  of  spirit  too,  consisted  in  the  same 
consciousness.  Amind,or  spirit,  is  nothing  else  but  conscious- 
ness, and  what  is  included  in  it.  The  same  consciousness  is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  very  same  spirit  or  substance, 
as  much  as  the  Isame  particle  of  matter  can  be  the  same  as 
itself,  at  different  times." 

"  BEING.  It  seems  strange  sometimes  to  me,  that  there 
should  be  iJeing  from  all  eternity,  and  I  am  ready  to  say,  What 
need  was  there,  that  any  thing  should  be9  I  should  then  ask 
myself,  Whether  it  seems  strange,  that  there  should  be  either 
Something,  or  Nothing?  If  so,  'tis  not  strange  that  there  should 
Be  ;  for  that  necessity  of  there  being  something,  or  nothing, 
implies  it." 

*'  SPACE.  The  real  and  necessary  existence  of  Space,  and 
its  infinity  even  beyond  th.e  Universe,  depends  upon  a  like 
reasoning,  as  the  existence  of  Spirits;  and  so  the  supposition  of 
the  necessity  of  the  existence  of  a  successive  Duration,  before 
the  creation  of  the  Universe— ^ven  the  impossibility  of  remo- 
ving the  idea  out  of  the  mind.  If  it  be  asked.  Whether  or  no, 
if  ^ere  be  limits  of  the  creation,  it  be  not  possible,  that  an 
intelligent  being  should  be  removed  beyond  the  limits;  and 
then,  Whether  or  no  there  would  not  be  distance,  between  that 
intelligent  being  and  the  limits  of  the  Universe,  in  the  same 
manner  and  as  properly,  as  there  is  between  intelligent  beings 
and  the  parts  of  the  Universe  within  its  limits  ? — I  answer,  I 
cannot  tell,  what  the  law  of  nature,  or  the  constitution  of  God, 
would  be  in  this  case. 

^^CorcU.  There  is,  therefore,  no  difficulty  in  answering  such 
questions  as  these.  What  cause  was  there,  why  the  Universe 
was  placed  in  such  a  part  of  space ;  and  why  created  at  such 
a  time.  For,  if  there  be  no  space  beyond  the  Universe,  it  was 
impossible,  that  the  Universe  should  be  created  in  another 
place  ;  and,  if  there  was  no  time  before  the  Creation,  it  was 
impossible,  that  it  should  be  created  at  another  time."  ' 

TRUTH.     After  all  that  has  been  said  and  done,  the  only 

*  He  soon  dlscovertd  thia  mitUke. 
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adequate  defiDition  of  truth  is,  The  agreement  qf  our  ideas 
with  existence.  To  explain  what  this  existence  is,  is  another 
thing.  In  abstract  ideas,  it  is  nothing  but  the  ideas  them- 
selves :  so  their  truth  is  their  consistency  with  themselves.  In 
^ings  that  are  supposed  to  be  without  us,  'tis  the  determina- 
tion, and  fixed  mode,  of  God's  exciting  ideas  in  us.  So  that 
truth,  in  these  things,  is  an  agi'eement  of  our  ideas  with  that 
series  in  God.  'Tis  Existence  ;  and  that  is  all  that  we  can 
say.  'Tis  impossible,  that  we  should  explain  and  resolve  a 
perfectly  abstract,  and  mere,  idea  of  existence;  only  we  always 
find  this,  by  running  of  it  up,  that  God  and  Real  Existence  are 
the  same. 

*•  CaroU.  Hence  we  learn  how  properly  it  may  be  said  that 
God  iSj  and  that  There  is  none  else^  and  how  proper  are  these 
names  of  the  Deity,  Jehovah,  and  I  AAf  that  I  am." 

«  CONSCIOUSNESS,  is  the  mind's  perceiving  what  is  in 
itself,  its  ideas,  actions,  passions,  and  every  thing  that  is  there 
perceivable.  It  is  a  sort  of  feeling  within  itself.  The  mind 
feels  when  it  thinks,  so  it  feels  when  it  desires,  feels  when  it 
loves,  feels  itself  hate,  &c."' 

"  LOGICK.  One  reason,  why  at  first,  before  I  knew  other 
logick,*  I  used  to  be  mightily  pleased  with  the  study  of  the 
old  logick,  was,  because  it  was  very  pleasant  to  see  my 
thoughts,  that  before  lay  in  my  mind  jumbled  without  any 
distinction,  ranged  into  order,  and  distributed  into  classes  and 
subdivisions,  that  I  could  tell  where  they  all  belonged,  and 
run  them  up  to  their  general  heads.  For  this  logick  consisted 
much  in  distributions,  and  definitions ;  and  their  maxims 
gave  occasion,  to  observe  new  and  strange  dependencies  of 
ideas,  and  a  seeming  agreement  of  multitudes  of  them  in  the 
same  thing,  that  I  never  observed  before." 

"  WORJ)S.  We  are  used  to  apply  the  same  words  a  hundred 
<]ifierent  ways ;  and  ideas  being  so  much  tied  and  associated 
with  the  words,  they  lead  us  into  a  thousand  real  mis- 
takes ;  for  where  we  find  that  the  words  may  be  connected, 
the  ideas  being  by  custom  tied  with  them,  we  think  that  the 
ideas  may  be  connected  likewise,  and  applied  every  where, 
and  in  every  way,  as  the  words." 

"SENSATION.  SELF-EVIDENCE.  Things  that  we  know 
by  immediate  sensation,  we  know  intuitively,  and  they  are  pro- 
perly self-evident  truths :  As,  grass  is  green  ;  the  sun  shines; 
honey  is  sweet.  When  we  say,  that  grass  is  green,  all  that  we 
can  be  supposed  to  mean  by  it,  is — that  in  a  constant  course, 

,'''  Logic,  until  a  comparatiTely  late  period,  was  a  study  of  the  second  year  in 
Tale  College.  What  system  of  logic  was  studied  at  that  time,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  Mr.  Edwards  appears  previously  to  have  looked  into  some  treatise  of  th« 
schoolmen. 
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when  we  see  grass,  the  idea  of  green  is  excited  with  it ;  and 
this  we  know  self-evidently." 

"INSPIRATION.  The  evidence  of  immediate  inspiration^ 
that  the  prophets  had,  when  they  were  immediately  inspired 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  with  any  troth,  is  an  absolute  sort  of  cer- 
tainty ;  and  the  knowledge  is  in  a  sense  intuitive,  much  in  the 
same  manner,  as  faith  and  spiritual  knowledge  of  the  truth  of 
religion.  Such  bright  ideas  are  raised,  and  such  a  clear  ; 
view  of  a  perfect  agreement  with  the  excellencies  of  the  Di- 
vine Nature,  that  its  known  to  be  a  communication  from  Him. 
All  the  Deity  appears  in  the  thing,  and  in  every  thing  pertain- 
ing to  it.  The  Prophet  has  so  divine  a  sense,  such  a  divine 
disposition,  such  a  divine  pleasure,  and  sees  so  divine  an  ex- 
cellency, and  so  divine  a  power  in  what  is  revealed,  that  he 
sees  as  immediately  that  God  is  there,  as  we  perceive  one 
another's  presence,  when  we  are  talking  together  face  to  face. 
And  our  features,  our  voice  and  our  shapes,  are  not  so  clear 
manifestations  of  us,  as  those  spiritual  resemblances  of  God, 
that  are  in  the  inspiration,  are  manifestations  of  him.  But  yet 
there  are  doubtless  various  degrees  in  inspiration."* 

These  selections  not  only  evince  uncommon  clearness  of 
perception,  and  strength  of  discrimination,  in  the  mind  of  Ed- 
wards, at  that  early  age ;  but  also  prove  that,  even  then,  it  had 
begun  to  be,  in  no  mean  degree,  what  it  was  afterwards,  in  a 
singular  degree,  crlative.  He  seems,  almost  from  the  first, 
never  to  have  studied  the  works  of  others  as  is  usually  done, 
in  order  to  receive  their  thoughts  as  of  course  true,  and  to 
treasure  them  in  the  memory  ;  but  to  have  examined  them 
for  himself,  with  great  care,  and,  where  he  found  them  correct, 
to  have  used  them  immediately,  in  the  discovery  and  demon- 
stration of  other  truths. 

These  extracts,  selected  rather  for  their  briefness  than  for 
their  superiority,  will  probably  lead  the  reader  to  peruse  the 
whole  work,  as  contained  in  the  Appendix.  It  is  there  arran- 
ged somewhat  according  to  the  order  of  the  subjects  ;  yet  the 
number  prefixed  to  each  separate  article,  will  show  its  place 
in  the  manuscript  of  the  author.  In  the  series  of  articles, 
under  the  heads  Existence,  Space,  and  Substance,  the  rea- 
der will  find  a  perfectly  original  and  very  ingenious  examina- 
tion of  the  question,  frhether  material  existence  is  actual,  or 
merely  ideal.     It  appears  to  have  been  written,   at  various 


*  The  reader  will  find  the  whole  of  this  collection  of  Notes  or  Comments  in 
Appendix  H.  As  an  exhibition  of  the  character,  and  conduct,  of  the  mind  of  a 
student  at  college,  it  may  be  of  essential  and  permanent  advantage  to  eyeiy 
■tadent,  who  wifi  foDow  his  example. 
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times  between  1717  and  1720,  in  as  many  distinct  articles^ 
yet  each  has  a  bearing  on  what  precedes.  This  is  the  iden- 
tical question,  investigated,  with  so  much  ingenuity,  by  Berk- 
ley, in  his  Principles  of  Human  Knowledge.  Both  writers 
take  the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  insist  that  matter  i9 
merely  ideal ;  and  each  wrote  independently  of  the  other, 
Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  have  been  led  to  this  investigation, at 
this  time,  by  reading  the  Essay  of  Locke.  In  comparing  the 
two,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  the  Treatise  of  Berkley 
was  written  at  mature  age*,  and  is  a  regularly  digested  and 
finished  work,  duly  prepared  by  the  author  for  publication  ; 
while  that  of  Edwards  was  written  in  very  early  youth,  and 
consists  of  detached  fragments  of  thought,  set  down  only  to 
be  remembered,  and  perhaps  never  looked  at  afterwards. 
Making  these  allowances,  it  will  probably  be  thought,  that  the 
latter  evinces  a  depth  of  thought,  and  strength  of  demonstra- 
tion, in  no  respect  inferior  to  those  exhibited  in  the  former. 

It  is  also  a  sinmilar  fact  that,  at  this  very  early  period,  he 
should  have  fixed  upon  the  definition  of  a  Cause,  which  is 
substantially  the  same,  with  that  given  by  Brown,  near  a  cen- 
tury afterwards.  The  definition  of  Edwards  is  as  follows : 
"  A  Cause  w  that^  after  or  upon  the  existence  of  which,  or  the 
existence  of  it  after  such  a  manner,  the  existence  of  another 
thing  foUows.^^  That  of  Brown  is  thus  expressed  :  "  A 
Cause  is  that,  which  immediately  precedes  any  change ;  and 
which,  existing  at  any  time,  in  similar  circumstances  has  been 
always,  and  will  be  always,  immediately  followed  by  a  similar 
change,^^  Both  definitions  are  founded  on  the  supposition,  that 
^'  priority  in  the  sequence  observed,  and  invariableness  of  an- 
tecedence in  the  past  and  future  sequences  supposed,  are  the 
elements,  and  the  only  elements,  combined  in  the  notion  of  a 
cause." 

No  one,  probably,  will  rise  from  a  perusal  of  this  early  effort, 
without  feeling  a  deep  regret,  that  the  author  did  not  devote 
an  adequate  portion  of  time  to  the  completion  of  a  plan,  so 
well  conceived,  of  what  must  have  proved  an  able  and  pro- 
found Treatise  on  Mental  Philosophy.  In  his  Treatise  on  the 
Will,  we  have  indeed  one  great  division  of  this  very  work. 
From  the  unrivalled  success  of  his  researches  in  the  investi- 
gation of  that  faculty,  it  appears  deeply  to  be  lamented,  that 
he  should  not  have  found  leisure,  for  a  similar  Essay  on  the  Hu- 
man Understanding. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Early  Productions  coniinued. — J^otes  on  J>fatural  Sdence^ 

The  little  collection  of  papery,  which  I  have  denominated 
NoT£s  ON  Natdrai^  Science,  consists  of  ei^ht  sheets  of  fools- 
cap, several  of  them  detached,  and  containmg,  each,  a  series 
of  notes  and  observations,  entirely  independent  of  the  others. 
His  class  pursued  their  mathematical  and  philosophical  stu- 
dies, during  their  two  last  years;  and  many  of  the  articles  in 
this  collection,  as  is  plain  from  the  hand-writing,  were  obvi- 
ously written  at  this  time ;  others  during  his  tutorship,  and  a 
few  at  a  still  later  period.  A  few  specimens  will  be  exhibited 
here,  to  show  the  general  plan  and  character  of  the  work,  as 
far  as  it  was  developed  in  his  own  mind. 

On  the  second  page  of  the  cover  are  the  following  rules  to 
direct  him  in  writing  the  work. 

'^  1.  Try  not  only  to  silence,  but  to  gain. 

"2.  To  give  but  few  prefatorial  admonitions  about  the  style 
and  meth<xl.  It  doth  an  author  much  hurt  to  show  his  con- 
cern in  these  things. 

'^3.  What  is  prefatorial,  not  to  write  in  a  distinct  preface 
or  introduction,  but  in  the  body  of  the  work  :  then  I  shall  be 
sure  to  have  it  read  by  every  one. 

**  4.  Let  much  modesty  be  seen  in  the  «tyle. 

''5.  Not  to  insert  any  disputable  thinff,  or  that  will  be  like- 
Iv  to  be  disputed  by  learned  men ;  for  I  may  depend  upon  it 
they  will  receive  nothing  but  what  is  undeniable  from  me  ; 
that  is,  in  things  exceedingly  beside  the  ordinary  way  of 
thinking. 

"  6."  On  short  hand.) 

"  7.  when  I  would  prove  any  thing,  to  take  special  care 
that  the  matter  be  so  stated,  that  it  shul  be  seen  most  clearly 
and  distinctly,  by  every  one,  just  how  much  I  would  prove  ; 
and  to  extricate  all  questions  from  the  least  confusion  or  am- 
biguity of  words,  so  that  the  ideas  shall  be  left  naked. 

*<  8.  In  the  course  of  reasoning,  not  to  pretend  any  thing 
to  be  more  certain,  than  every  one  will  plamly  see  it  is,  bv 
such  expressions  as, — ^*  It  is  certain," — ^^  It  is  undeniable,^' 

"  9.  To  be  very  moderate  in  the  use  of  terms  of  art.    Let 
Vol.  I.  -      e 
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it  not  look  as  if  I  was  much  read,  or  was  conversant  with 
books,  or  with  the  learned  world. 

*M0.  In  the  method  of  placing  things,  the  first  respect  is 
to  be  had  to  the  easiness  and  intelligibleness,  the  clearness 
and  certainty,  the  generality,  and  according  to  the  depend- 
ence of  other  things  upon  them. 

**  1 1 .  Never  to  dispute  for  things,  after  that  1  cannot  hand- 
somely retreat,  upon  conviction  of  the  contrary. 

"  12.  Let  there  be  much  compliance  with  the  reader's 
weakness,  and  according  to^e  rules  in  the  Ladies'  Library, 
vol.  L  p.  340,  and  seq. 

"  J 3.  Let  there  be  always  laid  down  as  many  lemmata,  or 
preparatory  propositions,  as  are  necessary  to  make  the  conse- 
quent preparation  clear  and  perspicuous. 

<^  14.  When  the  proposition  allows  it,  let  there  be  confirm- 
ing  Corollaries  and  Inferences,  for  the  confirmation  of  what 
had  been  before  said  and  proved. 

"  15.  Often  it  suits  the  subject  and  reasoning  best,  to  ex- 
plain by  way  of  objection  and  answer,  after  the  manner  of 
dialogue. 

*'  16.  Always,  when  I  have  occasion,  to  make  use  of  math- 
ematical proofs,  (the  rest  in  short  hand.) 

««  17."  (In  short  hand.) 

**  18.  If  I  publish  these  propositions,"  (the  rest  in  short  hand.) 

'« 19  and  20."  (In  short  hand.) 

The  preceding  rules  are,  generally,  as  applicable  to  any  oth- 
er work,  as  to  a  work  on  Natural  Science,  and  discover  such 
good  sense,  and  so  good  a  spirit,  and,  if  rigidly  followed  by  au- 
thors, would  save  the  press  from  so  much  confusion  of  thought, 
BO  much  error,  and  so  much  folly,  that  it  were  wrong  merely 
to  throw  them  into  an  Appendix,  lest  they  should  not  be  read. 
Though  written  in  early  youth,  to  guide  their  author  in  a  work 
which  he  never  completed,  yet  the  reader  of  his  works  will  be 
satisfied,  that  they  were  strictly  followed  by  him,  in  all  his 
subsequent  writings. 

The  Notes  or  Remarks  in  these  manuscripts,  consist  partly 
of  General  principles  in  Philosophy,  demonstrated  by  the  wri- 
ter, with  the  intention  of  ultimately  introducing  them  into 
their  proper  place,  in  his  work ;  and  partly  of  Phenomena  in 
various  branches  of  Natural  History — Aerology,  Geology, 
physiology,  Zoology,  Entomology,  and  Botany — which  he 
hifnself  had  observed,  with  his  own  explanations  of  those  phe- 
nomena. These,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  his  great 
principles,  are  placed,  not  scientifically,  but  numerically,  as 
they  presented  themselves  to  his  mind  for  investigation  :  the 
j^usmess  of  arrangement  and  classification,  fiaving  been  pur- 
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fK>seIy  reserved,  until  the  materials  of  the  work  were  fully 
Collected.  The  first  page  contains  the  following  Preamble 
er  Preface,  to  the  whole  work* 

«  Op  the  Prejudices  of  the  Imagination- 
(Lemma  to  the  whole.) 
'<Of  all  prejudices,  no  one  so  fights  with  Natural  PhilosO" 
phy,  and  prevails  more  against  it  than  those  of  Imagination^ 
it  is  these,  which  make  the  vulgar  so  roar  out,  upon  the  men- 
tion of  some  very  rational  philosophical  truths.  And,  indeed, 
I  have  known  of  some  very  learned  men,  that  have  pretended  to 
amore  than  ordinary  freedom  from  such  prejudices,  so  overcome 
by  them,  that,  merely  because  of  thehi,  they  have  believed  things 
most  absurd.  And  truly,  I  hardly  know  of  any  other  prejudi-* 
ees,  that  are  more  powerful  against  truth,  of  any  kind,  thad 
these ;  and  I  believe  they  will  not  give  the  haind  to  any,  in 
any  case,  except  to  those,  arising  from  our  ruling  self-interest^ 
or  the  impetuosity  of  human  passions.  And  there  is  very 
good  reason  for  it:  for  opinions,  arising  from  imagination,  take 
us  as  soon  as  we  are  born,  are  beat  into  us  by  every  act  of 
sensation,  and  so  grow  up  with  us,  from  our  very  births,  and 
by  that  means,  grow  into  us  so  fast,  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  root  them  out :  being,  as  it  were,  so  incorporated  with  our 
Very  minds,  that  whatsoever  is  objected,  contrary  thereunto, 
is  as  if  it  were  dissonant  to  the  very  constitution  of  them^ 
Hence,  men  come  to  make  what  they  can  actually  perceive, 
by  their  senses,  or  by  immediate  or  outside  reflection  into 
their  own  souls,  the  standard  of  possibility,  or  impossibility ; 
so  that  there  must  be  no  body,  forsooth,  bigger  than  they  can 
conceive  of,  or  less  than  they  can  see  with  their  eyes :  no 
motion,  either  much  swifter,  or  slower,  than  they  can  imagine. 
As  to  the  greatness,  and  distance  of  bodies,  the  learned  world 
have  pretty  well  conquered  their  imagination,  with  respect  to 
them ;  neither  will  any  body  flatly  deny,  that  it  is  possible, 
for  bodies  to  be  of  any  degree  of  bigness,  that  can  be  men-^ 
tioned ;  yet,  imaginations  of  this  kind,  among  the  learned 
themselves,  even  of  this  learned  age,  have  a  very  powerful, 
secret  influence,  to  cause  them  either  to  reject  things,  really 
true,  as  erroneous,  or  to  embrace  those  that  are  really  so. 
Thus,  some  men  will  yet  say,  that  they  cannot  conceive,  how 
the  Fixed  Stars  can  be  so  distqnt,  as  that  the  Carth's  annual 
revolution  should  cause  no  parallax  aibong  them,  and  so,  are 
about  to  fall  back  into  antiquated  Ptolemy,  his  system;  mere- 
ly to  ease  their  imagination.  Thus  also,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  very  learned  man,  and  sagacious  astronomer,  upon  conside- 
ration of  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  visible  part  of  the  Uni-^ 
verse,  has,  in  the  ecstacy  of  his  imagination,  been  hurried  on, 
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to  pronounce  the  UniTerse  infinite ;  which  I  may  say,  out  of  Te« 
neration,  was  beneath  such  a  man  as  he.  As  if  it  were  any  more 
an  argument,  because  what  he  could  see  of  the  Universe  were 
so  big,  as  he  was  assured  it  was.  And  suppose,  be  had  discover- 
ed the  visible  Universe,  so  vast  as  it  is,  to  be  as  a  globule  of  wa- 
ter to  another  Universe ;  the  case  is  the  same ;  as  if  it  would  have 
been  any  more  of  an  argument,  that  that  larger  Universe  was 
infinite,  than  if  the  visible  part  thereof,  were  ao  bigger,  than 
a  particle  of  the  water  of  this.  I  think  one  is  no  nearer  to 
infinite,  than  another. 

^^  To  remedy  this  prejudice,!  will,  as  the  best  method  I  can 
think  of,  demonstrate  two  or  three  physical  Theorems ;  which 
I  believe,  if  they  are  clearly  understood,  will  put  every  man 
clean  out  of  conceit  with  his  imagination:  in  order  whereua- 
to,  these  two  are  prerequisite. 

«  PRELIMINARY  PROPOSITIONS. 

"  Prop.  I.  There  is  no  degree  of  Swiftness  of  Motion  what- 
ever, but  what  is  possible. 

'^  Prop.  II.  There  may  be  bodies  of  any  indefinite  degree 
of  Smallness." 

Each  of  these  propositions  is  demonstrated  ;  and  a  third  is 
subjoined,  but  left  without  demonstration,  together  with  seve- 
ral Postulates.  The  next  half  sheet  contains  the  following 
discussion,  in  which  he  establishes  the  reality  of  Being,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  System  of  philosophy. 

"OF  BEING. 
"  That  there  should  absolutely  be  Nothing  at  all,  is  utterly 
impossible.  The  mind,  let  it  stretch  its  conceptions  ever  so 
far,  can  never  so  much  as  bring  itself  to  conceive  of  a  state  of 
perfect  Nothing.  It  puts  the  mind  into  mere  convulsion  and 
confusion,  to  think  of  such  a  state;  and  it  contradicts  the  very 
nature  of  the  soul,  to  think  that  such  a  state  should  be.  It  is 
the  greatest  of  contradictions,  and  the  aggregate  of  all  con- 
tradictions, to  say  that  thing  should  not  be.  It  is  true, 
we  cannot  so  distinctly  show  the  contradiction-  in  words ; 
because  we  cannot  talk  about  it,  without  speaking  stark  non- 
sense, and  contradicting  ourselves  at  every  word  :  and  because 
Nothing  is  that,  whereby  we  distinctly  show  other  particular 
contradictions.  But  here  we  are  run  up  to  our  first  principle, 
and  have  no  other  to  explain  the  nothingness,  or  not  bein^,  of 
Nothing  by.  Indeed,  we  can  mean  nothing  else  by  Nothmg, 
but  a  state  of  absolute  contradiction ;  and  if  any  man  think^, 
that  he  can  conceive  well  enough  how  there  should  be  Nothing, 
I'll  engage,  that  what  he  means  by  Nothing,  is  as  much  Some- 
thing, as  any  thins  that  he  ever  thought  of  in  his  life ;  and  I 
believe,  that  if  he  knew  what  Nothing  was,  it  would  be  intui- 
tively evident  to  him  that  it  could  not  be. — ^Thus  we  see 
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it  19  iieceMary  that  some  being  should  eternally  be.  And 
it  is  a  more  palpable  contradiction  still  to  say,  that  there  must 
be  Being  somewhere^and  not  otherwhere,  for  the  words  wj&aoliite 
J^oOdngj  and  ti  here,  contradict  each  other.  And,  besides,  it 
give8  as  great  a  shock  to  the  mind,  to  think  of  pure  Nothing 
being  in  any  one  place,  as  it  does  to  think  of  it  in  all  places : 
and  it  is  self-evident,  that  there  can  be  Nothing  in  one  place, 
as  well  as  in  another ;  and  if  there  can  be  in  one,  there  can  be 
in  all.  So  that  we  see  that  this  Necessary,  Eternal  Being  must 
be  Infinite  and  Omnipotent. 

^'Tbis  Infinite  and  Omnipotent  beins  cannot  be  solid.  Let 
us  see  how  contradictory  it  is,  to  sav  tnat  an  Infinite  being  i» 
solid ;  for  solidity  surely  is  nothing,  but  resistance  to  other  so*- 
Itdities. — Space  is  this  necessary,  eternal,  infinite,  and  omni- 
present being.  We  find  that  we  can,  with  ease,  conceiTe  how 
all  other  beings  should  not  be.  We  can  remove  them  out  of 
our  mindsy  and  place  some  other  in  the  room  of  them  :  but 
Space  is  the  very  thing,  that  we  can  never  remove,  andconceive 
of  its  not  being.  If  a  man  would  imagine  Space  any  where 
to  be  divided,  so  as  there  should  be  Nothing  between  the  di* 
vided  parts,  there  remains  Space  between,  notwithstanding, 
and  so  the  man  contradicts  himself.  And  it  is  self-evident  I 
believe  to  every  man,  that  Space  is  necessary,  eternal,  infinite 
and  omnipresent.  But  I  had  as  good  speak  plain:  I  have  al* 
ready  said  as  much  as  that  Space  is  Grod.*  And  it  is  indeed 
clear  to  me,  that  all  the  Space  there  is,  not  proper  to  body,  all 
the  Space  there  is  without  the  bounds  of  Creation,  all:  the 
Space  there  was  before  the  Creation,  is  God  himself;  and  no- 
body would  in  the  least  pick  at  it,  if  it  were  not  because  of  the 
gross  conceptions  that  we  have  of  Space. 

^*  A  state  of  absolute  nothing  is  a  state  of  absolute  con- 
tradiction. Absolute  nothing  is  the  aggregate  of  all  the 
contradictions  in  the  world :  a  state  wherem  there  is  neither 
body  nor  spirit,  nor  space,  neither  empty  space  nor  full  space,, 
neither  little  nor  great,  narrow  nor  broad,  neither  infinite 
space  nor  finite  space,  not  even  a  mathematical  point,  neither 
up  nor  down,  neither  north  nor  south,  (I  do  not  mean  as  it  is 
with  respect  to  the  body  of  the  earth,  or  some  other  great  bo- 
dy) but  no  contrary  points,  positions  or  directions,  no  such 
thing  as  either  here  or  there,  this  way  or  that  way,  or  any 
way.  When  we  go  about  to  form  an  idea  of  perfect  No- 
thing, we  must  shut  out  all  these  things ;  we  must  shut  out 
of  our  minds,  both  space  that  has  something  in  it,  and  space 
that  has  nothing  in  it.  We  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  tnink 
of  the  least  part  of  space,  be  it  ever  so  small.  Nor  must  we 
suffer  our  thoughts  to  take  sanctuary  in  a  mathematical  point. 

I.  T.  I      ■>      ■        • 

♦  This  wa«  written  at  16  or  16  yeara  of  ago. 
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When  we  go  to  expel  Being  out  of  our  thoughts,  we  naust  bd 
careful  not  to  leave  empty  Space  in  the  room  of  it ;  and  wheii 
we  go  to  expel  emptiness  from  our  thoughts,  we  must  not 
think  to  squeeze  it  out,  by  any  thing  close,  hard,  and  solid  i 
but  we  must  think  of  the  same,  that  the  sleeping  rocks  do 
dream  of;  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  get  a  complete  idea  of 
Nothing. 

"  When  we  go  to  enquire,  Whether  or  no,  there  can  be  ab- 
solutely Nothing  ?  we  utter  nonsense  in  so  epquiring.  The 
stating  of  the  question  is  nonsense  ;  because  we  make  a  dis- 
junction where  there  is  none.  Either  Being,  or  absolute  No- 
thing, is  no  disjunction  ;  no  more  than  whether  a  triangle  is  a 
triangle,  or  not  a  triangle.  There  is  no  other  way,  but  only 
for  there  to  be  existence :  there  is  no  such  thing,  as  absolute 
Nothing.  There  is  such  a  thing,  as  Nothing,  with  respect  to 
this  ink  and  paper :  there  is  such  a  thing,  as  Nothing,  with 
respect  to  you  and  me :  there  is  such  a  thing,  as  Nothing,  with 
respect  to  this  globe  of  earth,  and  with  respect  to  this  Uni- 
verse. *  There  is  another  way,  beside  these  things  having  ex^ 
istence ;  but  there  is  no  such  thing,  as  Nothing,  with  respect 
to  Entity,  or  Being,  absolutely  considered.  We  do  not  know 
what  we  say,  if  we  say,  that  we  think  it  possible  in  itself,  that 
there  should  not  be  Entity* 

'*  And  how  doth  it  grate  upon  the  mind  to  think  that  Some-* 
thing  should  be  from  all  eternity,  and  yet  Nothing  all  the  while 
be  conscious  of  it.  To  illustrate  this:  Let  us  suppose  that 
the  World  bad  a  being  from  all  eternity,  and  bad  many  great 
changes  and  wonderful  revolutions,  and  all  the  while  Nothing 
knew  it,  there  was  no  knowledge  in  the  Universe  of  any  such 
thing.  How  is  it  possible  to  bring  the  mind  to  imagine  this* 
Yea,  it  is  really  impossible  it  should  be,  that  any  thing  should 
exist,  and  Nothing  know  it.  Then  you  will  say,  If  it  be  so,  it 
is,  because  Nothing  has  any  existence  but  in  consciousness  : 
No,  certainly,  no  where  else,  but  either  in  created  or  uncreated 
consciousness. 

"Suppose  there  were  another  Universe,  merely  of  bodies^ 
created  at  a  great  distance  from  this;  created  in  excellent  or-* 
der,  harmonious  motions,  and  a  beautiful  variety ;  and  there 
was  no  created  intelligence  in  it,  nothing  but  senseless  bodies, 
and  nothing  but  God  knew  any  thing  of  it.  I  demand  where 
else  that  Universe  would  have  a  being,  but  only  in  the  Divine 
consciousness?  Certainly  in  no  other  respect.  There  would 
be  figures,  and  magnitudes,  and  motions,  and  proportions ;  but 
where,  where  else,  except  in  the  'Almighty's  knowledge  ?  How 
is  it  possible  there  should. — But  then  you  will  say,  For  the 
same  reason  in  a  room  closely  shut  up,  which  nobody  sees, 
there  is  nothing  except  in  God's  knowledge.— I  answer,  Cre- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LirS  or  PRESmEKT  EDWARDS.  47 

ated  beings  are  conscious  of  the  effects  of  what  is  in  the  room ; 
for  perhaps  there  is  not  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  nor  a  spire  of  grass, 
but  what  produces  effects  all  over  the  Universe,  and  will  pro- 
duce theniyto  the  end  of  eternity.  But  any  otherwise,  there  is 
nothing  in  a  room  so  shut  up,  but  only  in  God's  consciousness. 
How  can  any  thing  be  there  any  other  way.  This  will  appear 
to  be  truly  so,  to  any  one  who  thinks  of  it,  with  the  whole  uni- 
ted strength  of  his  mind.  Let  us  suppose,  for  illustration,  this 
impossibility,  that  all  the  spirits  in  the  Universe  were  for  a  time 
deprived  of  their  consciousness,  and  that  God's  consciousness 
at  the  same  time  were  to  be  intermitted.  I  say  the  Universe 
for  that  time  would  cease  to  be  of  itself;  and  this  not  merely, 
as  we  speak,  because  the  Almighty  could  not  attend  to  uphold 
it;  but  because  God  could  know  nothing  of  it.  It  is  our  fool- 
ish imagination,  that  will  not  suffer  us  to  see  it.  We  fancy 
there  may  be  figures  and  magnitudes,  relations  and  properties, 
without  any  one  knowing  of  it.  But  it  is  our  imagination 
hurts  us.     We  do  not  know  what  figures  and  properties  are. 

<*  Our  imagination  makes  us  fiincy,  that  we  see  shapes,  and 
colours,  and  magnitudes,  though  nobody  is  there  to  behold  it. 
But  to  help  our  imagination,  let  us  thus  state  the  case  :  Let 
us  suppose  the  creation  deprived  of  every  ray  of  li^ht,  so  that 
there  should  not  be  the  least  glimmering  of  light  m  the  Uni- 
verse. Now  all  will  o^n,  that,  in  such  case,  the  Universe  would 
really  be  immediately  deprived  of  all  its  colours.  No  one 
part  of  the  Universe  is  any  more  red,  or  blue,  or  green,  or 
yellow,  or  black,  or  white,  or  light,  or  dark,  or  transparent, 
or  opake.  There  would  be  no  visible  distinction,  between  the 
Universe  and  the  rest  of  the  incomprehensible  void  ;  yea,  there 
would  be  no  difference  in  these  respects,  between  the  Uni- 
verse and  the  infinite  void ;  so  that  any  part  of  that  void  would 
really  be  as  light  and  as  dark,  as  white  and  as  black,  as  red 
and  as  green,  as  blue  and  as  brown,  as  transparent  and  as 
opake,  as  any  part  of  the  Universe :  so  that,  in  such  case,  there 
would  be  no  difference,  in  these  respects,  between  the  Universe 
and  Nothing.  So  also  there  would  be  no  difference, between 
one  part  of  the  Universe  and  another :  all,  in  these  respects,  is 
alike  confounded  with,  and  undistinguished  from,  infinite 
emptiness. 

^  At  the  same  time,  also,  let  us  suppose  the  Universe  to  be 
altogether  deprived  of  motion,  and  all  parts  of  it  to  be  at  per- 
fect rest.  Then,  the  Universe  would  not^differ  from  the  void, 
in  this  respect :  there  would  be  no  more  motion  in  the  one, 
than  in  the  other.  Then,  also,  solidity  would  cease.  All  that 
we  mean,  or  can  be  meant,  by  solidity,  is  resistance ;  resist- 
ance to  touch,  the  resistance  of  some  parts  of  space.  This 
is  all  the  knowledge  we  get  of  solidity,  by  our  senses,  and,  I 
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am  sure,  all  that  we  can  get  any  other  way.  But  solidity 
shall  be  shewn  to  be  nothing  else,  more  fully,  hereafter.  But 
there  can  be  no  resistance,  if  there  is  no  motion.  One  body 
cannot  resist  another,  when  there  is  perfect  rest  among  them. 
But,  you  will  say,  Though  there  is  no  actual  resistance,  yet 
there  is  potential  resistance :  that  is,  such  and  such  parts  of 
space  would  resist  upon  occasion.  But  this  is  all  that  I  would 
have,  that  there  is  no  solidity  now ;  not  but  that  God  could 
cause  there  to  be,  on  occasion.  And  if  there  is  no  solidity, 
there  is  no  extension,  for  extension  is  the  extendedness  of  so- 
lidity. Then,  all  figure,  and  magnitude,  and  proportion,  im- 
mediately cease.  Put,  then,  bom  these  suppositions  togeth- 
er :  that  is,  deprive  the  Universe  of  light  and  motion,  acS  the 
case  woold  stand  thus  with  the  Universe  :  There  would  be 
neither  white  nor  black,  neither  blue  nor  brown,  neither 
bright  nor  shaded,  pellucid  nor  opake,  no  noise  nor  sound, 
neither  heat  nor  cold,  neither  fluid  nor  solid,  neither  wet  nor 
dry,  neither  hard  nor  soft,  nor  solidity,  nor  extension,  nor 
figure,  nor  magnitude,  nor  proportion,  nor  body,  nor  spirit. 
What  then  is  to  become  of  the  Universe  ?  Certainly  it  exists 
no  where,  but  in  the  Divine  mind.  This  will  be  abundantly 
cleaver  to  one,  after  having  read  what  I  have  further  to  say  of 
solidity,  6lc.  :  so  that  we  see  that  a  Universe,  without  motion, 
can  exist  no  where  else,  but  in  the  mind— either  infinite  or 
finite. 

^^  Corollary.  It  follows  from  hence,  that  those  beings,  which 
have  knowledge  and  consciousness,  are  the  only  proper,  and 
real,  and  substantial  beings ;  inasmuch  as  the  being  of  other 
things  is  only  by  these.  From  hence,  we  may  see  the  gross 
mistake  of  those,  who  think  material  things  the  most  substan- 
tial beings,  and  spirits  more  like  a  shadow ;  whereas,  spirits 
only  are  properly  substance." 

The  next  sheet,  contains  his  views  of  Atoms,  or  of  perfectly 
Solid  Bodies,  exhibited  under  the  two  following  pr<^>ositions : 

^  Prop.  I.  All  bodies  whatsoever,  except  Atoms  themselves, 
must  of  absolute  necessity,  be  composed  of  Atoms,  or  of  bodies 
indiscerptibl^,  that  cannot  be  made  less,  or  whose  parts  can- 
not, by  any  finite  force,  be  separated  one  from  another. 

"  Prop.  II.  Two  or  more  Atoms,  or  Perfect  Solids,  touch- 
ing each  other  by  surfaces,  (I  mean  so  that  every  point,  in  any 
surface  of  the  one,  shall  touch  every  point  in  some  surface  of 
the  other;  that  is,  not  singly  in  some  particular  parts,  or  lines, 
of  their  surfwes,  however  many ;  for  whatsoever  does  touch  ia 
more  than  points  and  lines,  toueheth  in  every  point  of  soom 
sur&ce,)  thereby  become  one  and  the  same  Atom,  or  Perfect 
BoM." 
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These,  he  demonstrates,  and  from  each,  derives  numerous 
Corollaries. 

The  remainder  of  the  work,  constituting  far  the  greater  part 
of  it,  he  entitles,  "  Things  to  be  considered,  or  written 
FULLY  about."  Thcsc  are  arranged  numerically  ;  and  in  two 
series,  probably  from  the  paper,  on  which  he  began  the  first  se- 
ries, having  been  for  a  time  mislaid  :  the  first  reaching  to  No« 
29,  the  latter  to  88.  In  these,  he  suggests  many  curious  and  im- 
portant points,  to  be  investigated  ;  and  many  others,  which  he 
either  explains,  or  demonstrates.  Several  of  the  articles,  in 
the  second  series,  are  in  a  hand  more  formed,  and  were  pro- 
bably written,  while  he  was  a  Tutor  in  the  college.  A  few 
articles  may  serve  as  specimens  of  the  whole. 

From  the  first  Series. 

"1.  To  observe,  that  Incurvation,  Refraction,  and  Reflec- 
tion from  concave  surfaces  of  drops  of  water,  (fee.  is  from 
Gravity. 

"  3.  To  observe,  that  'tis  likely,  that  the  Attraction  of  par- 
ticles of  heat  contributes  as  much,  towards  the  burning  of 
bodies,  as  the  Impulse. 

*•  3.  To  observe,  that  water  may  quench  fire,  by  insinua- 
ting itself  into  the  pores,  and  hindering  the  free  play^  of  the 
particles,  and  by  reason  of  its  softness,  and  pliableness,  dead- 
ening their  motion,  like  throwing  a  stone  upon  a  featherbed. 

"  4.  To  observe,  that,  if  we  do  suppose  an  infinite  number 
of  Surfaces  in  the  Universe,  yet,  according  to  the  number,  so 
must  be  the  smallness. 

"  5.  To  observe,  that  the  cause,  that  an  object  appears  not 
double,  being  seen  with  two  eyes,  is,  that  all  the  parts  upon 
the  Retina,  that  exactly  correspond,  end  upon  the  same  spot 
of  the  surface  in  the  brain,  which  receives  images. 

"  6.  To  observe,  that  one  end  of  Respiration  is,  that  the 
motion,  in  the  chest,  may  be  communicated  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  body. 

"  9.  To  show  that  the  different  refrangibility  of  rays  must, 
of  necessity,  be  owing  either  to  their  different  velocity,  or  dif- 
ferent magnitude  ;  because  there  can  be  no  other  reason 
of  their  dinerent  attractability,  which  indeed  is  refrangibility. 

"11.  To  show  from  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  principles  of  Light 
and  Colours,  why  the  sky  is  blue ;  why  the  sun  is  not  perfect- 
ly white,  as  it  would  be  if  there  was  no  atmosphere,  but  some- 
what inclining  to  a  yellow  even  at  noon-day  ;  why  the  sun  is 
yellow  when  rising  and  setting,  and  sometimes  in  smoky 
weather  of  a  blood  red ;  why  the  clouds  and  the  atmosphere, 
near  the  horizon,  appear  red  and  yellow,  before  sunrising  and 
after  sunsotting;  whv  distant  mountains  are  blue,  6lc. 

Vol.  I.  '  7 


Digitized  by 


Google 


50  LIFE    OF    PRESIDENT   EDWARDS. 

^'  13.  To  enquire,  how  all  the  rajrs  of  one  sort  can  be  obstruct<^ 
ed,  by  any  medium,  as  by  the  air  in  smoky  weather,  bc.^  and  the 
other  rays  still  proceed :  and  to  observe,  that  its  so  doing  makes  it 
probable,  that  there  are  some  other  properties  in  light  and  medi- 
ums, yet  wholly  unknown ;  and  to  observe,  that  the  unaccountable 
phenomena  of  reflexions  prove  the  same  thing ;  and  to  enquire 
what  it  is ;  and  also,  to  seek  out  other  strange  phenomena,  and 
compare  them  all  together,  and  see  what  qualities  can  be  made  out 
of  them.  And  if  we  can  discover  them,  it's  probable  we  may  be 
let  into  a  New  World  of  Philosophy. 

"17.  To  observe,  that  the  cause  why  Thimder,  that  is  a  great 
way  off,  will  sound  very  grum,  which  near,  is  very  sharp,  (as  well 
as  other  noises,  instances  of  which  are  to  be  given,)  is,  because  the 
farther  waves  of  air  go,  the  wider  they  grow,  and  farther  asimder, 
as  it  is  in  water :  several  of  the  little  undulations,  by  travelling  near 
together,  incorporate  with  the  great  one. 

"  19.  To  observe,  that  tlie  weight  of  the  descending  blood  in 
the  veins,  completely  answers  to  the  weight  of  the  ascending  blood 
in  the  arteries,  in  parts  above  the  heart ;  so  that  the  weight  of  one 
exactly  balances  the  weight  of  the  other ;  and  the  descending  blood 
in  the  veins,  pulls  up  the  blood  in  the  arteries^  and  the  weight  of 
blood  in  the  arteries,  restrains  the  impetuosi^  of  the  descending 
blood  ia  the  veins ;  so  that  the  blood  in  both,  ascending  and  de- 
scending, runs  as  easily,  and  uniformly,  as  if  it  ran  all  the  while 
parallel  to  the  horizon.  So  in  the  parts  below  the  heart,  where 
tlie  arterial  blood  descends,  and  the  venal  ascends,  barely  the  weight 
of  the  blood  in  the  arteries,  is  sufficient  to  raise  the  bkx)d  in  die 
veins  even  witli  it,  as  high  as  the  beginning  of  the  arteries,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  Hydrostatics;  and  the  weight  of  the  blood  in  the 
vems,  restrains  the  motion  of  that  wliich  descends  in  the  arteries, 
so  that  the  blood  in  these  also  moves,  just  as  if  it  moved  in  a  plain, 
neither  up  nor  down :  and  tlie  heart  has  no  more  labour,  to  impel 
the  blood  up  die  ascending  trunk  of  the  Aorta,  nor  ease,  in  impel- 
ling it  down  die  descending  trunk,  than  if  it  ran  in  a  trunk  paraDel 
to  die  horizon.  Neither  doth  the  blood  ascend  with  more  difficul- 
ty, than  it  descends,  but  with  equal  facility,  both  in  arteries  and 
Veins,  above  and  below  the  heart :  and  to  show  the  pliilosophy  of 
diis. 

"  22.  Relatuig  to  the  13th.  To  observe,  diat  it  is  certain,  that 
die  stopping  of  one  sort  of  rays,  and  the  proceeding  of  others,  is 
not,  because  that  soil  of  rays  alone,  are  stopped  by  striking  against 
die  particles  of  the  medium,  from  diis  experiment :  \dz.  As  I  was 
under  the  trees,  I  observed,  that  the  Kglit  of  the  sun  upon  the 
leaves  of  the  book  I  was  reading,  wliich  crept  through  the  crevices 
of  the  leaves  of  die  tree,  was  oT  a  reddish,  purpled  colour;  which 
I  supposed  to  be,  because  many  of  the  ^een  ra)rs  were  taken  up 
by  tlie  leaves  of  the  tree,  and  left  all  the  rest  tainted  with  the  most 
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^posite  cdour,  which  could  be  no  otherwise,  tlian  by  stepping 
those  green  rays,  which  passed  near  to  the  edges  of  the  leaves. 
N.  B.  That  the  Hght  of  the  Sun  in  this  case,  would  not  appear 
coknired,  except  the  crc\dces  through  which  Uie  rays  came,  were 
very  smail. 

"  Cord.  1.  Hence  it  is  certain,  that  bodies  do  attract  the  same 
sort  of  rays  most  strongly,  which  they  reflect  most  strongly. 

"  Corel.  2.  Hence  bodies  do  attract  one  sort  of  rays,  more  than 
another. 

"  Corot.  3.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that  bodies  do  reflect,  and 
attract,  by  the  same  force,  because  that  they  both  attract  and  reflect, 
the  same  sort  of  ways. 

**  27.  h  impears,  that  the  angle  particles  of  a  morning  foe,  are 
not  single  bubbles  of  water.  I  have  seen  a  frozen  fog — a  fog  of 
which  these  particles  were  all  frozen,  as  they  floated  in  the  air  ;— 
which  were  all  little  stars,  of  six  points,  like  the  particles  of  snow, 
veiy  smaH,  and  were  not  joined  together,  many  of  them  into  one 
flake  ^  as  in  snow,  but  floated  single,  and  at  a  little  distance  looked 
every  \diit  like  other  fog,  only  not  so  thick  as  other  fog  often  is, 
and  not  so  thick,  as  to  hinder  the  sun  from  shming  bright.  It  wa« 
evident,  that  it  was  not  a  fine  snow ;  for  it  was  otherwise  a  very 
clear  morning,  and  there  was  not  a  cloud  any  where  to  be  seen, 
above  the  horizon.  It  is  therefore  evident  that,  before  they  were 
frozen,  they  were  not  single  bubbles,  inasmuch  as  a  single  bubble 
will  not  make  one  of  these  stars." 

From  the  second  Series. 

**  1.  To  prove  the  Universe,  or  Starry  world,  one  Vast  Spheroid. 

"  2.  To  demonstrate,  that  all  the  matter,  which  is  without  the 
Spheroid,  is  so  disposed,  as  that  diere  should  be  an  equal  attrac- 
ticm  on  aU  sides,  and  so,  probably,  an  equal  quantity  of  matter. 

"  4.  To  show  the  shape  of  the  Spheroid  of  the  Universe,  by 
observation  of  the  MUSky  Way,  and  to  know,  whereabout  our  Sys- 
tem is  in  k,  first,  with  respect  to  the  planes  of  the  greatest  circles, 
from  observations  of  the  ratio  of  the  brightness  of  the  opposite  sides, 
conmoanded  with  several  other  ratios — second,  wiui  respect  to 
the  latitude,  or  the  axis,  of  this  Spheroid,  by  observing  how  much 
the  Mil^  Way  differs  from  a  Great  circle. 

*^  5.  To  show  that  the  Starry  World  cannot  be  infinite,  because 
it  b  a  sd|ieraid. 

"  6.  To  write  concerning  the  Lens  about  the  Sun. 

"  7.  To  write  concerning  the  Distance  of  the  Sun,  by  observar 
tjon  of  the  enEghtened  part  of  the  moon,  when  exactly  in  quadrature. 

**  8.  To  write  cixiceming  the  use  of  Comets,  to  repair  the 
wastes  of  the  heavenly  bodies. 

"  9.  To  show  how  Infinite  Wisdom  must  be  exercised,  in  order 
tt^t  Gravity  mA  Motion  may  be  perfectly  harmonious ;  and  that, 
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although  the  jumble  of  the  JEpicureans  be  allowed ;  although  it  be, 
in  fact,  impossible. 

'^  10.  To  find  out  a  thousand  things,  by  due  observation  of  the 
Spheroid  of  the  Universe. 

"  14.  To  show  how  the  Motion,  Rest  and  Direction,  of  the  least 
Atom  has  an  influence  on  the  motion,  rest  and  direction  of  every 
body  in  the  Universe ;  and  to  show  how,  by  that  means,  every 
thing  which  happens  with  reject  to  motes  or  straws,  and  such 
little  things,  may  be  for  some  great  uses  in  the  whole  course  of 
things,  throughout  Eternity ;  and  to  show  how  the  least  wrong 
step  in  a  mote,  may,  in  Eternity,  subvert  the  order  of  the  Uni- 
verse ;  and  to  take  notice,  of  the  great  wisdom  that  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  dispose  every  Atom  at  first,  so  as  that  they  should  go 
for  the  best  throughout  all  Eternity,  and  in  the  adjusting  by  an  ex- 
act computation,  and  a  nice  allowsmce  to  be  made  for  the  miracles 
which  should  be  needful,  and  other  ways,  whereby  the  course  of 
bodies  should  be  diverted.  And  then,  to  show  how  God,  who 
does  this,  must  necessarily  be  Omniscient^  and  know  every  the 
1  east  thing,  that  must  happen  through  Eternity. 

"  36.  To  show,  if  I  think  fit,  hwv  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  very 
-sensible,  that  all  spontaneous  enkindling,  was  bam  a  certain  attrac- 
tion. 

"  37.  To  show  that  it  is  not  only  highly  probable,  but  absolutely 
certain,  that  the  Fixed  Stars  are  so  many  Suns.  For  it  is  certain, 
in  the  first  place  that  they  do  shine  by  their  own  light,  and  not  by 
the  Sun's ;  for,  although  we  don't  exactly  know  how  far  distant 
they  are,  yet  we  know  that  they  are  so  far  cUstant  at  least,  that  the 
annual  revolution  of  the  Eartl)  makes  no  sensible  alteration  in  their 
position.  And  we  know  certainly  that  the  hght  of  the  Sun,  at  such 
a  distance,  will  be  no  more  than  about  as  much,  as  the  light  of  a 
Fixed  Star  is  here,  f  Let  any  body  calculate  and  see.)  And  now 
I  ask.  Whether  or  no  it  be  not  certain,  that  no  body  will  reflect  the 
light  of  anodier  body,  which  does  not  shine  upon  it  brighter,  than  a 
single  Fixed  Star  does  upon  the  Earth,  so  much  as  to  cause  it  to 
shine,  with  its  reflected  light,  so  brighdy  as  the  Fixed  Stars  do,  at 
such  a  distance. — And  then,  in  the  seccMid  pUce,  it  is  certain  diat 
they  must  be  pretty  near  about  so  big.  And  thirdly,  it  is  certain 
that  tliey  must  shine  with  as  bright  a  light ;  or  else  they  would  ne- 
ver appear  so  bright,  at  such  a  distance.  This  we  may  also  be 
certain  of  by  calculation.  Which  three  things  are  all,  that  are 
needed  to  make  a  Sun. 

"  CoroL  1 .  From  the  foregoing  :  That  our  Sun  is  a  Fixed  Star, 
is  as  certain,  as  that  any  one  particular  Star  in  the  heavens  is  one. 

<*  CoroL  2.  It  is  as  probable  that  the  other  Fixed  Stars,  or  Suns, 
have  Systems  of  planets  about  them,  as  it  would  be  that  ours  had, 
to  one  who  had  seen  a  Fixed  Star  or  Sun,  every  way  like  it,  have 
them. 
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"38.  To  bring  in,  if  there  happens  a  good  place  for  it,  that  it  is 
equally  probable  in  itself,  tliat  all  or  tlie  greatest  part  of  tlie  Uni- 
verse was  created,  at  the  time  of  the  Mosaic  Creation,  as  that  all, 
or  the  greatest  part  of  the  Universe  \^^s  created  at  once,  at  any 
other  time." 

From  the  whole  collection*  it  is  obvious,  that  at  this  early  age 
he  had  conceived  the  design  of  writing  a  large  work,  wliicli  wa^to 
be  a  complete  Treatise  on  Natural  Philosophy  and  Natural  Histo- 
ry, including  Chemifitry  and  Greology,  as  far  as  tliey  were  then 
laaown,  on  a  plan  entirely  his  own.  The  Philosopliical  part  of  tlie 
woii^  instead  of  taking  K>r  grmited  what  had  hitherto  been  receiv- 
ed, was  to  rest  on  certain  fundamental  principles,  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  establish.  The  Historical,  was  to  be  the  result,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  his  own  observations. 

The  Philosophical  reader,  on  perusmg  the  13th  article  of  the  first 
series  of  "  Things  to  be  considered,"  will  regard  it  as  a  singu- 
lar fact,  that  a  Youth  at  college,  moi'e  than  a  century  ago,  from  ob- 
serving several  unaccountable  phenomena,  attending  the  refraction 
and  reflexion  of  light,  should  have  foretold,  that  die  discovery  of 
these  would  let  us  into  a  New  World  of  Philosophy ;  that  he  should 
have  been  led  to  suggest,(as  in  57  of  2d  series,)  that  there  is  in  the 
atmosphere  some  other  ethereal  matter,  ccMisiderably  rarer  than  at- 
mo^eric  air;  that  he  should  (as in  No.  71)  have  discovered  wa- 
ter to  be  a  compressible  fluid, — a  fact  not  communicated  to  the 
world  until  the  year  1763;  that  he  should  have  observed  the  fact, 
and  attempted  to  account  for  it,  (No.  77,)  that  water  in  freezing 
loses  its  specific  gravity;  and  that  he  should  have  expressed  doubts 
of  the  existence  of  frigorific  particles.  In  his  attempt  to  explain 
the  phenomena  of  Thunder  and  Lightning,  the  reader  will  also 
perceive  that,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  electric  fluid,  and  long 
before  the  invention  of  the  Leyden  jar,f  he  rejected  the  then 
prevalent  theory  on  the  subject,  and  was  led  to  conclude  that 
Lightning  was  an  almost  infinitely  fine^  combustible,  fluid  matter^ 
that  fl4>ats  in  the  air,  aid  that  takes  fire  by  a  sudden  and  mighty 
fermentation,  that  is  some  way  promoted  by  the  cool,  and  mois- 
ture, and  perhaps  attraction,  of  the  douds :  a  nearer  approximation 
to  the  theory  ol  Franklin,  than  the  human  mind  had  ever  reached. 
His  Theory  Df  Atoms  will  be  read  with  deep  interest,  as  will  his 
demonstration  tliat  the  Fixed  Stars  are  Suns,  (No.  77,)  his  expla- 
nation of  the  Channels  of  rivers  and  their  branches,  (No.  45,)  of 
the  diflferent  Refrangibility  of  the  rays  of  hght,  (No.  46,)  of  tlie 
growth  of  Trees,  (No.  48,)  of  the  Process  of  Evaporation,  (No. 
57,)  of  the  Lever,  (No.  65,)  his  observations  on  Sound,  (No.  66,) 


'  See  Appendix,  I.  1  The  Loyden  jar  was  invented  in  I'tAo. 
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on  Elasticity,  (No.  70,)  on  the  tendency  of  vdnds  from  the  coast 
to  bring  rain,  (No.  76,)  and  on  the  cause  of  Coburs,  (No.  81.)  * 
Every  part  of  the  work  will  be  fi>und  to  evince  a  mind,  wholly 
original  and  inventive  b  its  observations,  and  discoveries,  in  all  the 
kingdoms  of  Nature ;  and  will  lead  to  the  conviction  that,  had  his 
life  been  devoted  to  these  pursuits,  in  a  country  where  he  could  at 
once  have  availed  himself  of  the  discoveries  of  others,  and,  the  neces- 
sary instruments,  he  would  have  met  with  no  ordinary  success,  in 
extending  the  bounds  of  human  knowledge,  in  the  most  important 
and  interesting  fields  of  Physical  Science.  But  higher  objects  of 
contemplation,  and  investigations  of  a  more  elevated  nature,  now 
demanded  his  attention ;  and,  in  devoting  to  these  his  wh(de  intel- 
lectual and  moral  strength,  he  found  a  pleasure,  which  he  would 
not  have  derived  from  the  proudest  ^umphs  of  Philosophical  disr 
covery. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Early  Religious  Productions, — ^^  Miscellanies,^^ — ^'JVotes  on  the 
Scriptures.^^'-^Early  Religious  Impressions, — His  Personal 
Narrative. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  intimate,  that,  although  while 
a  member  of  College,  Edwards  paid  a  most  assiduous  and  successful 
attention  to  his  assigned  duties;  and  particularly,  as  we  have  just 
seen,  to  the  study  of  Mental,  and  of  Physical,  Philosophy ;  yet  he 
still  found  time  for  pursuits  of  a  more  elevated  and  spiritual  cha- 
racter. His  whole  education  fronv  early  infancy,  and  the  counsels 
of  his  parents,  as  well  as  his  own  feelings,  prompted  him  to  these 
pursuits.  To  read  the  Bible  daily,  and  to  read  it,  in  connexion 
with  other  religious  books,  diligendy  and  attentively  on  the  Sab- 
bath, was  made,  in  the  earUer  days  of  New  England,  the  regular 
and  habitual  duty  of  every  child ;  and  his  father's  family,  though 
not  mattentive  to  the  due  cultivation  of  mind  and  manners,  had 
lost  none  of  the  strictness  or  conscientiousness,  which  charac- 
terized the  Pilgrims.  The  books,  which  he  found  in  his  father's 
library,  the  conversation  of  clergymen  often  resorting  to  the  house, 
tlie  custom  of  the  times,  as  well  as  the  more  immediate  influence 
of  parental  instruction  and  example,  naturally  prompted  a  mind, 
like  his,  to  the  early  contemplation,  and  investigation,  of  many  of  the 
principles  and  trudis  of  Theology.  He  had  also  witnessed  in  his 
father  s  congregation,  before  his  admission  to  College,  several  ex- 
tensive Revivals  of  Religion;  and  in  two  of  them,  die  impressions 
nuide  on  his  own  mind  had  been  unusually  deep  and  solemn.  The 
Name,  familiarly  given  by  the  plain  people  of  this  country  to  these 
events, — "  A  Religious  •4rte?i^ion,"  and  ^^  A  General  Attention  to 
Religion," — indicates  their  nature ;  and  those  personally  acquainted 
with  them  need  not  to  be  inf(Mrmed,  that  during  their  progress,  the 
great  truths  of  Religion,  as  taught  in  die  Scriptures,  and  as  ex- 
plained in  the  writings  of  Theologians,  become  the  objects  of  ge- 
neral and  intense  interest,  and  of  close  practical  study;  or  that  the 
knowledge,  acquired  by  a  whole  people  at  such  a  time,  in  a  com- 
paratively little  period,  often  exceeds  the  acquisitions  of  many  pre- 
vious years.  With  all  these  things  in  view,  it  is  not  surprizing 
therefore,  that,  to  these  two  kinds  of  reading,  he  devoted  himself 
early,  with  great  diligence  and  with  great  success. 
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Two  of  his  early  "  Resolutions^^  relate  to  this  subject : 

"  Resolved  J  When  I  think  of  any  Theorem  in  Divinity  to  be  sol- 
ved, immediately  to  do  what  I  can  towards  solving  it,  if  circum- 
stances do  not  hinder." 

"  Resolved,  To  study  the  Scriptures  so  steadily,  constantly  and 
frequently,  as  tliat  I  may  find  and  plainly  perceive  myself  to  grow 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  same," 

On  the  .8th  of  June,  1723,  he  also  proposes,  whenever  he  finds 
himself  in  a  dull  listless  frame,  to  read  over  his  own  Remarks  and 
Reflections  of  a  Religious  nature,  in  order  to  quicken  him  in  his 
duty. 

These  Resolutions  plainly  evince  what  must  have  been,  for  a 
considerable  period,  the  habit  of  his  mmd,  with  regard  to  both  sub- 
jects; and  the  manner,  in  i;\4iich  he  speaks  of  his  "Remarks  and 
Reflexions"  on  the  subject  of  Religion,  indicates  that,  at  that  time, 
they  were  considerably  numerous. 

They  were  so  in  fact.  The  first  manuscript  of  his  "  Miscella- 
nies" is  in  folio,  and  consists  of  forty-four  sheets  of  foolscap,  writ- 
ten separately,  and  stitched  together  like  the  leaves  of  a  foho  book 
that  is  bound.  When  he  began  the  work,  he  had  obviously  no  sus- 
picion of  die  size  to  which  it  was  to  grow,  nor  had  he  formed  his 
ultimate  plan  of  arrangement.  He  headed  his  first  article,  "  Of 
holiness ;"  and  having  finished  it,  and  drawn  a  line  of  separation 
across  the  page,  he  commenced  the  second,  "  Of  Christ's  mediation 
and  satisfaction."  The  same  is  done  with  the  third  and  fourth.  The 
fifth  he  writes,  without  a  line  of  separation,  in  larger  letters, 
^*Spiritual  HappinessJ*^  After  that,  the  subject  of  each  new  article 
is  printed,  or  written,  in  larger  letters.  His  first  article  was  written 
on  the  second  page  of  a  loose  sheet  of  paper;  and  having  written 
over  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  pages,  he  went  back  to  the  first. 
He  began  to  number  his  articles  by  the  letters  of  the  Alphabet,  a, 
b,  c ;  and  having  gone  through,  he  commenced  with  a  double  Al- 
phabet, aa,  bb,  cc ;  when  this  was  finished,  finding  his  work  en- 
large, he  took  the  regular  numbers,  1, 2,  3,  &lc.  and  this  plan,  both 
as  to  subjects  and  numbers,  is  afterwards  continued. 

The  beginning  of  the  work  b  written  in  a  remarkably  small* 
round  hand,  nearly  the  same  with  that  in  which  his  earliest  produc- 
tions are  written.  This  extends  through  about  the  first  160  arti- 
cles, and  is  soon  after  perceptibly  changed,  into  a  hand  somewhat 
more  formed  and  flowing.  These  appear,  obviously,  to  have  been 
written  during  the  last  years  of  his  College  life,  and  the  two  years 
ofliis  residence  at  College,  as  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Large  Extracts 
from  this  work  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing  volumes,  and  a  num- 

*  The  Erst  five  sheets  contain  from  105  to  115  lines  on  a  page ;  each  line  av- 
eraging 30  words.  As  his  hand  changed,  he  gradaally  diminished  the  number- 
gjf  lines  on  a  page  to  about  60. 
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ber  of  them  from  the  earlier  articles.  -Such  are  the  Miscellaneous 
Oteervations,  and  the  Miscellaneous  Remarks,  in  the  Seventh  vol- 
ume, and  the  Miscellanies  in  the  Ninth.  In  these,  will  be  found 
many  of  his  most  original  and  most  profound  thoughts,  and  discus- 
sions, on  theological  subjects. 

His  regular  and  diligent  study  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  led  him 
eariy  to  discover,  that  they  opened  before  him  an  almost  boundless 
field  of  investigation  and  enquiry.  Some  passages,  he  found  to  be 
incorrectly  rendered ;  many  were  very  obscure,  and  difficult  of  ex- 
planation ;  in  many,  there  were  apparent  inconsistencies  arid  con- 
tradictions; many  had  been  long  employed,  as  proofs  of  doctrines 
and  principles,  to  which  they  had  no  possible  reference ;  the  words 
and  phrases,  as  well  as  the  sentiments  and  narratives,  of  one  part, 
he  saw  illustrated,  and  interpreted  those  of  another.  The  Old 
Testament  in  its  language,  history,  doctrines  and  worship,  in  its 
aUusions  to  manners  and  customs,  in  its  prophecies,  types  and 
images,  he  perceived  to  be  introductory  and  explanatory  of  the 
New ;  while  the  New,  by  presenting  the  full  completion  of  tho 
whole  plan  and  design  of  their  common  Author,  unfolded  the  real 
drift  and  bearing  of  every  part  of  the  Old.  Regarding  the  sacred 
volume  with  the  highest  veneration,  he  appears  to  have  resolved, 
while  a  member  of  college,  that  he  would,  as  far  as  possible,  pos- 
sess himself,  in  every  part  of  it  which  he  read,  of  the  true  mean- 
ing of  its  Author.  Whh  this  view  he  commenced  his  Notes  on 
THE  Scriptures  ;  obviously  making  it  his  standing  rule,  To  study 
every  passage  which  he  read,  which  presented  the  least  difficulty 
to  his  own  mind,  or  which  he  had  known  to  be  regarded  as  diffi- 
cuk  by  others,  until  such  difficulty  was  satisfactorily  removed.  The 
resuh  of  his  investigations,  he  regularly,  and  at  the  time,  commit- 
ted to  writing:  at  first,  in  separate  halJf  sheets,  folded  in  4to ;  but 
having  found  the  inconvenience  of  this,  in  his  other  juvenile  wri- 
tings, he  soon  formed  small  pamphlets  of  sheets,  which  were  ulti- 
mately made  into  volumes.  A  few  of  the  articles,  to  the  number 
of  about  50,  appear  to  have  been  written  while  he  was  in  college ; 
the  rest,  while  preparing  for  the  ministry,  and  during  his  subse- 
quent life.  That  he  had  no  suspicion  when  he  began,  of  the  size 
to  which  the  work  would  grow,  is  obvious ;  and  whether  he  after- 
wards formed  the  design  of  publishing  it,  as  an  Illustration  of  the 
more  difficult  and  obscure  passages  of  the  Bible,  perhaps  cannot 
be  determined  with  certainty.  A  few  of  the  articles  of  an  historical 
or  mythological  nature^  are  marked  as  quotations  from  the  writings 
of  others,*  and  are  omitted  in  the  present  edition  of  his  works. 
The  reader,  after  perusing  the  work,  will  be  satisfied  that  they  are 

*  With  the  exceptions  of  the  articles  here  referred  to,  the  reader  will  6nd,  in 
the  Ninth  volume,  the  whole  series  of  tho  '*  Notes  on  the  Scnpturos,"  arranj^d 
in  scriptural  order,  with  the  orijjrinal  numbers  of  each  article  retained. 

Vou  I.  8 
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the  fruit  of  his  own  investigations-;  and  that  his  mode  of  removing 
difficulties  was, — not  as  it  too  often  is,  by  disgui^g  or  mis-stating 
them,  but — by  givijig  them  their  full  force,  and  meeting  them  with 
fair  argument.  Perhaps  no  collection  of  Notes  on  the  Scriptures, 
so  entirely  original,  can  be  found.  From  the  number  prefixed  to 
each  Article,  it  will  be  found  easy  to  select  those  which  were  the 
result  of  his  early  labours.  Such  a  plan  of  investigating  and  ex- 
plaining the  difficulties  of  the  Sacred  volume,  at  so  early  a  period 
of  life,  was  probably  never  formed,  in  any  other  instance,  and  evin- 
ces a  maturity  of  intellectual  and  moral  attainments,  not  often  par- 
alleled. Among  die  most  interesting  and  able  of  these  investiga- 
tions, will  be  found  tlie.  discussion,  on  tlie  Sacrifice  of  the  daughter, 
Jephthttj  Judges  xi,  29 — 40 ;  and  that  on  the  principle  advanced 
by  Paul,  in  Romans  viii,  28,  That  all  things  work  together  for 
good  to  them  thai-love  God;  which,  as  being  contained  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Gillespie,  of  Sept.  4,  1747,  is  omitted  in  the  Notes  on  the 
Scriptures. 

The  class,  of  which  Edwards  was  a  member,  finished  their  re- 
gular collegiate  course,  in  Sept.  1720,  before  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  At  that  period,  and  for  a  Jong  time  afterwards,  the 
only  exercise,  except  the  Latin  Theses,  given,  at  the  public  com- 
mencement, to  the  class  of  Bachelors,  was  the  Salutatory,  which 
wag  also  a  Valedictory,  Oration  in  Latin.  This  exercise  was  a- 
warded  to  EMwards,  as  sustaining  the  highest  rank  as  a  scholar, 
among  the  members  of  the  class. 

I  have  heretofore  had  occasion  to  mention  the  earfy  religious  im- 
pressions made  upon  his  mind }  particularly  during  two  seasons  of 
uncommon  attention  to  religion  in  his  father's  congregation — the 
first,  several  years  before,  the  second  only  one  year  before,  he 
went  to  college.  The  precise  period,  when  he  regarded  himself 
as  entering  on  a  religious  life,  he  no  where  menticms;  nor  have  I 
found  any  record  of  die  time,  when  he  made  a  public  profession  of 
religion.  Even  the  church,  with  which  he  became  connected^ 
would  not  certainly  be  known,  were  it  not  that,  on  one  occasion,  he 
aUudes  to  himself^  as  a  member  of  the  church  in  East  Windsor. 
From  various  circumstances,  I  am  also  led  to  believe,  that  the  time 
of  his  uniting  himself  to  it,  was  not  far  firom  the  time  of  his  leaving 
college.  Of  the  views  and  feelings  of  his  mind,  on  this  most  im- 
portant subject,  both  before  and  after  this  event,  we  have  a  brief 
but  most  satisfactory  and  instructive  account,  which  was  found 
among  his  papers  in  his  own  hand-writkg,  and  which  was  written 
near  twenty  years  afterwards,  for  his  own  private  benefit.  It  is  as 
follows : 

"I  HAD  a  variety  of  concerns  and  exercises  about  my  soul,  from 
my  childhood ;  but  I  had  two  more  remarkable  seasons  of  awaken- 
ing, befcnre  I  met  with  that  change,  by  which  I  was  brought  to  those 
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•ew  dispositions,  and  that  new  sense  of  things,  that  I  have  since 
had.  The  first  time  was  when  I  was  a  boy,  some  years  before  I 
went  to  college,*  at  a  time  of  remarkable  awaJcening  in  my  father*s 
congregation.  I  was  then  very  much  affected  for  many  months, 
and  concerned  about  the  things  of  religion,  and  my  soul's  salvation; 
and  was  abundant  in  religious  duties.  I  used*  to  pray  five  times  a 
day  in  secret,  and  to  spend  much  time  in  religious  conversation 
with  other  boys;  and  used  to  meet  with  them  to  pray  together.  I 
experienced  I  know  not  what  kind  of  delight  in  religion.  My 
mind  was  much  engaged  in  it,  and  had  much  self-righteous  pleas- 
ure; and  it*  was  my  delight  to  abound  in  religious  duties.  I,  with 
some  of  my  schoolrmates,  joined  together,  and  built  a  booth  in  a 
swamp,  in  a  very  retired  ^t,  for  a  place  of  prayer.f— And  besides, 
I  had  pmticular  secret  places  of  my  own  in  the  woods,  where  I  used 
to  retire  by  myself;  and  was  from  time  to  time  much  affected.  My 
aflfections  seemed  to  be  lively  and  easily  moved,  and  I  seemed  to 
be  in  my  element,  when  engaged  m  religious  duties.  And  I  am 
ready  to  think,  many  are  deceived  with  such  affections,  and  such  a 
kind  of  delight  as  I  then  had  in  religion,  and  mistake  it  fot  grace. 

"  But,  in  process  of  time,  my  convictions  and  affections  wore 
off;  and  I  entirely  lost  all  those  affections  and  delights,  and  left  off 
secret  prayer,  at  least  as  to  any  constant  preference  of  it ;  and  re-  , 
turned  like  a  dog  to  his  vomit,  and  went  on  in  the  ways  of  sin.  In-  ' 
deed,  L  was  at  times  very  uneasy,  especially  towards  the  latter  part 
of  my  time  at  college ;  when  it  pleased  Grod,  to  seize  me  with  a 
pleurisy ;  in  which  he  brought  me  nigh  to  the  grave,  and  shook  me  ^ 
over  the  pit  of  heD.  And  yet,  it  was  not  long  after  my  recovery, 
before  I  fell  again  into  my  old  ways  of  sin.  But  God  would  not 
suffer  me  to  go  on  with  any  quietness ;  I  had  great  and  violent  in- 
ward struggles,  till,  after  many  conflicts  with  wicked  inclinations, 
repeated  resolutions,  and  bonds  that  I  laid  myself  under  by  a  kind 
of  vows  to  God,  I  was  brought  wholly  to  bredk  off  aU  former  wick- 
ed ways,  and  all  ways  of  known  outward  siii ;  and  to  apply  myself 
to  seek  salvation,  and  practise  many  religious  duties ;  but  witiiout 
that  kind  of  afifection  and  delight  which  I  had  formerly  experienced. 
My  concern  now  wroujght  more,  by  mward  struggles,  and  conflicts, 
and  self-reflections.  I  made  seeking  my  salvation,  the  main  busi- 
^  ness  of  my  life.  But  yet,  it  seems  to  me,  I  sought  it  after  a  misera- 
ble manner;  which  has  made  me  sometimes  since  to  question, 
whether  ever  it  issued  in  that  which  was  saving;  being  ready  to 
doubt,  whether  such  miserable  seeking  ever  succeeded.  I  was 
indeed  brought  to  seek  salvation,  in  a  manner  that  I  never  was  be- 
fore; I  felt  a  spirit  to  part  with  all  things  in  the  world,  for  an  inte- 

*A«  he  entered  colles^e  at  twelve  years  of  age,  this  was  probably  when  he  waB 
•eren  or  eight, 
t  The  place  where  the  booth  was  built,  is  known  at  East  Windsor. 
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rest  in  Christ.  My  concern  continued  and  jwevailed,  with  manf 
exercising  thoughts  and  mward  struggles;  but  yet  it  never  seemed 
to  be  proper,  to  express  that  concern  by  the  name  of  terror. 

"  From  my  childhood  up,  my  mind  had  been  ftdl  of  objections 
against  the  doctrine  of  God's  sovereignty,  in  choosing  whom  he 
would  to  eternal  life,  and  rejecting  whom  he  pleased ;  leaving  them 
eternally  to  perish,  and  be  everlastingly  tormented  in  hell.  It  used 
to  appear  like  a  horrible  doctrine  to  me.  But  I  remember  the  time 
very  well,  when  I  seemed  to  be  ccmvinced,  aad  fully  satisfied,  aa- 
to  tiiis  sovereignty  of  God,  and  \as  justice  in  thus  eternally  dispo- 
sing of  men,  according  to  liis  sovereign  pleasure.  But  never  could 
give  an  account,  how,  or  by  what  means,  I  was  thus  con^dnced,  not 
in  the  least  imagining  at  the  time,  nor  a  long  time  after,  that  there 
was  any  extraordinary  influence  of  God's  Spiirit  in  it;  but  only  that 
now  I  saw  further,  and  my  reason  apprehended  the  justice  and 
reasonableness  of  it.  However,  my  mind  rested  in  it;  and  it  put 
an  end  to  aU  tiiose  cavils  and  objections.  And  there  has  been  a 
wonderful  alteration  in  my  mind,  with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of 
God's  sovereignty,  from  that  day  to  this ;  so  that  I  scarce  ever  have 
found  so  much  as  the  rising  of  an  objection  against  it,  in  the  most 
absolute  sense,  in  Grod  shewing  mercy  to  whom  he  will  shew  mer- 
cy, and  hardening  whom  he  willw  God's  absolute  sovereignty  and 
justice,  with  respect  to  salvation  and  damnation,  is  what  my  mind 
seems  to  rest  assured  of,  as  much  as  of  any  thing  that  I  see  with 
my  eyes ;  at  least  it  is  so  at  times.  But  I  have  often,  smce  that 
first  conviction,  had  quite  another  "kind  of  sense  of  God's  sovereign- 
ty than  I  had  then.  I  have  often  since  had  not  only  a  conviction, 
but  a  delightful  conviction.  The  doctrine  has  very  often  appeared 
exceedingly  pleasant,  bright,  and  sweet.  Absolute  sovereignty  is 
what  I  love  to  ascribe  to  (xod.     But  my  first  conviction  was  not  so. 

"  The  first  instance,  that  I  remember,  of  that  sort  of  inward, 
sweet  delight  in  God  and  divine  things,  that  I  have  lived  much  in 
snce,  was  on  reading  those  words,  1  Tim.  i.  17.  JSTow  unto  the 
King  eternal^  immortal^  inviiihle^  the  only  wise  God^  be  honour  and 
glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen.  As  I  read  the  words,  there  came 
mto  my  soul,  and  was  as  it  were  difiiised  through  it,  a  sense  of  the 
glory  of  the  Divine  Being ;  a  new  sense,  quite  different  from  any 
thmg  I  ever  experienced  before.  Never  any  words  of  Scripture 
seemed  to  me  as  these  words  did.  I  thought  with  myself,  how 
excellent  a  Being  that  was,  and  how  happy  I  should  be,  if  I  might 
enjoy  that  God,  and  be  rapt  up  to  him  in  heaven,  and  be  as  it 
were  swallowed  up  in  him  for  ever !  I  kept  saving,  and  as  it  were 
singing,  over  these  words  of  scripture  to  myself;  and  went  to  pray 
to  Grod  that  I  might  enjoy  him,  and  prayed  in  a  manner  quite  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  used  to  do;  with  a  new  sort  of  affection.  But 
it  never  came  into  my  thought,  that  there  was  any  thing  spiritual, 
or  of  a  saving  nature  in  tliis. 
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"  Prom  about  that  time,  I  began  to  have  a  new  kind  of  appre- 
bensioAs  and  ideas  of  Christ,  and  the  work  of  redemption,  and  the 
glorious  way  of  salvation  by  him.  An  inward,  sweet  sense  of  these 
things,  at  times,  came  into  my  heart;  and  my  soul  was  led  away  in 
pleasant  views  and  contemplations  of  them.  And  my  mind  was 
greatly  engaged  to  spend  my  time  in  reading  and  meditating  on 
Christ,  on  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  his  person,  and  the  lovely 
way  of  salvation  by  iree  giace  in  him.  I  found  no  books  so  de- 
lightful to  me,  as  those  that  treated  of  these  subjects.  Those  words 
Cant.  ii.  1.  used  to  be  abundantly  with  me,  I  am  the  Rose  of  Sha- 
rouj  and  the  Uly  of  the  vaUeys.  The  words  seemed  to  me, 
sweetly  to  represent  the  loveliness  and  beauty  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  whole  book  of  Canticles  used  to  be  pleasant  to  me,  and  I  used 
to  be  much  in  reading  it,  about  that  time ;  and  found,  from  time  to 
time,  an  inward  sweetness,  that  would  carry  me  away,  in  my  con- 
templations. Thk  I  know  not  how  to  express  otherwise,  than  bv 
a  calm,  sweet  abstracticm  of  soul  from  all  the  concerns  of  this 
world ;  and  sometimes  a  kind  of  vision,  or  fixed  ideas  and  imagina- 
tions, of  being  alone  in  the  mountains,  or  some  solitory  wilderness, 
far  from  all  mankind,  sweetiy  conversing  with  Christ,  and  wrapt 
and  swallowed  up  in  God.  The  sense  I  had  of  divine  things, 
would  ofien  of  a  sudden  kindle  up,  as  it  were,  a  sweet  burning  in 
my  heart }  an  ardour  of  soul,  that  I  know  not  how  to  express. 

'^  Not  long  after  I  first  began  to  exp^ence  these  thmgs,  I  gave 
an  account  to  my  father  of  some  things  that  had  passed  in  my 
mind.  I  was  pretty  much  affected  by  the  discourse  we  had  to- 
gether; and  when  the  discourse  was  ended,  I  walked  -  abroad 
akme,  in  a  solitaiy  place  in  my  father's  pasture,  for  contemplation. 
And  as  I  was  walking  there,  and  looking  upon  the  sky  and  clouds, 
there  came  into  my  mind  so  sweet  a  sense  of  the  glorious  majesty 
and  grau  of  God,  as  I  know  not  how  to  express.— I  seemed  to 
see  uem  both  in  a  sweet  ccmjunction ;  majes^  and  meekness  join- 
ed together :  it  was  a  sweet,  and  gentle,  and  holy  majesty ;  and 
also  a  majestic  meekness  ^  an  awful  sweetness ;  a  high,  and  great, 
and  holy  gentleness. 

"Aft^  this  my  sense  of  divine  things  gradually  increased,  and 
became  more  and  mcMre  lively,  and  had  more  of  that  inward  sweet- 
ness. The  appearance  of  every  thing  was  altered ;  there  seemed 
to  be,  as  it  were,  a  calm,  sweet,  cast,  or  appearance  of  divine  glo- 
ry, in  almost  every  thing.  God's  excellency,  his  wisdom,  his  pu- 
rity and  love,  seemed  to  appear  in  every  tlung ;  in  the  sun,  moon 
and  stars;  in  the  clouds  and  blue  sky;  in  die  grass,  flowers, 
trees ;  in  the  water  and  all  nature ;  which  used  greatiy  to  fix  my 
mind.  I  often  used  to  sit  and  view  the  moon  for  a  long  time  ;  and 
in  the  day,  spent  much  time  in  viewing  the  clouds  and  sky,  to  be- 
hold the.  sweet  glory  of  God  in  these  thmes :  in  the  meantime, 
singing  forth,  with  a  low  voice,  my  contemplations  of  the  Creator 
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and  Redeemer.  And  scarce  any  thing,  among  all  the  works  of 
"/^  nature,  was  so  sweet  to  me  as  thunder  and  lightning ;  formerly  no- 
thing had  been  so  terrible  to  me.  Before,  I  used  to  be  uncom- 
monly terrified  with  thunder,  and  to  be  struck  with  terror  when  I 
saw  a  thunder-storm  rising  ;  but  now,  on  the  contrary,  it  rejoiced 
me.  I  felt  God,  if. I  may  so  speak,  at  the  first  appearance  of  a  thun- 
der storm ;  and  used  to  take  the  opportunity,  at  such  times,  to  fix  my 
myself  in  order  to  view  the  clouds,  and  see  the  lightnings  play, 
and  hear  the  majestic  and  awful  voice  of  (jod's  thunder,  which 
oftentimes  was  exceedingly  entertaining,  leading  me  to  sweet  con- 
w  templations  of  my  great  and  glorious  God.  While  thus  engaged, 
r'  it  always  seemed  natural  for  me  to  sing,  or  chant  forth  my  medita- 
tions ;  or,  to  speak  my  thoughts  in  soliloquies  with  a  singing  voice. 
"  I  felt  then  great  satisfaction,  as  to  my  good  estate ;  but  that 
did  not  content  me.  I  had  vehement  longmgs  of  soul  after  Grod 
and  Christ,  add  after  more  holiness,  wherewidi  my  heart' seem'fed 
to  be  fiill,  and  ready  to  break ;  which  often  brought  to  my  mind 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  Psal.  cxix.  28.  My  soul  breaketh  for 
the  longing  it  liath.  I  often  felt  a  mourning  and  lamenting  in  my 
heart,  that  I  had  not  turned  to  Grod  sooner,  that  I  might  have  had 
more  time  to  grow  in  grace.  My  mind  was  gready  fixed  on 
divine  things;  almost  perpetually  in  the  contemplation  of  them. 
I  spent  most  of  my  time  m  thidmig  of  divine  flings,  year  after 
year ;  often  walking  alone  in  the  woods,  and  solitary  places,  for 
meditation,  soliloquy,  and  prayer,  and  converse  with  Grod ;  and  it 
was  always  my  manner,  at  such  times,  to  sing  forth  my  contempla- 
tions. I  was  almost  eonstandy  in  ejaculatory  prayer,  wherever  I 
was.  Prayer  seemed  to  be  natural  to  me,  as  the  breath  by  which 
the  inward  burnings  of  my  heart  had  vent.  The  delights  which  I 
now  felt  in  the  things  of  religion,  were  of  an  exceedingly  different 
kind  from  those  before-mentioned,  that  I  had  when  a  boy ;  and 
what  then  I  had  no  more  notion  of,  than  one  bom  blind  has  of  pleas- 
ant and  beautiftil  colours.  They  were  of  a  more  inward,  pure, 
soul-animating  and  refireshing  nature.  Those  former  deUghts 
never  reached  the  heart ;  and  did  not  arise  from  any  sieht  of  the 
divine  excellency  of  the  things  of  God ;  or  any  taste  of  the  soul- 
satisfying  and  life-giving  good  there  is  in  them.^ 


*Tbe  remainder  of  this  account  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  pagB; 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

lAcemur^. — Residence  in  JSTew-York. — Personal  Narrative  con* 
tinned. — ^flw  Seventy  Resolutions, 

Hu  resided  at  CoDege  nearly  two  years,  after  he  took  his  first 
degree,  preparing  himself  for  the  work  of  the  ministry^  after 
whichj  havmg  passed  the  customary  trials,  he  received  a  license  to 
preach.*  In  consequence  of  an  application  fit)m  a  number  of 
ministers  in  New  England,  who  were  entrusted  to  act  in  behalf  of 
the  Presbjrterians  in  New-York,  he  went  to  that  city  in  the. begin- 
ning of  August,  1722,  and  preached  there  with  great  acceptance, 
about  eight  months.  While  there  he  found  a  most  happy  residence 
m  the  house  of  a  Mrs  Smith ;  whom,  as  well  as  her  son  Mr.  John 
Smith,  he  regarded  as  persons  of  uncommon  piety  and  purity  of 
life,  and  with  whom,  he  formed  a  very  near  and  intimate  christian 
friendship.  There  also,  he  found  a  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons, among  the  members  of  that  church,  exhibiting  the  same  cha- 
racter ;  with  whom  he  enjoyed,  in  a  high  degree,  all  the  pleasures 
and  advantages,  of  christian  intercourse.  His  personal  attach- 
ment to  them  became  strong  ;  and  tiieir  interest  in  him,  as  a  man 
and  a  preacher,'  was  such,  that  they  warmly  solicited  him  to  re- 
main with  them  for  life.  To  decline  their  candid  invitation,  was 
most  distressing  to  his  feelings ;  but,  on  account  of  the  smaUness 
of  that  congregation,  and  some  peculiar  difficulties  which  attended 
it,  (the  nature  of  which,  I  have  not  discovered,)  he  did  not  think 
there  was  a  rational  prospect  of  answering,  fully,  the  great  end, 
which  Jie  had  proposed  to  himself,  in  his  profession,  by  his  settling 
there  as  their  minister.  After  a  most  painftil  parting,  with  the  kind 
friends,  under  whose  hospitable  roof,  he  had  so  long  and  so  happily 
resided,  he  left  the  city,  on  Friday,  the  26th  of  April,  bv  water, 
and  reached  his  father's  house,  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  May.f 
Here,  he  spent  the  summer,  in  close  study ;  during  which,  he  was 
again  eamesdy  requested,  by  the  congregation  in  New-York,  to  re- 


*  This  mast  have  been  in  June,  or  July,  1722  several  months  before  he  was 
Bineteen  years  of  age. 

t  It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  time  taken  up  in  this  voyaf^e.  They  sailed 
from  New-York  on  Friday  morning,  and  put  in  at  Westchester  for  the  night. 
Saturday  night  and  the  Sabbath,  were  passed  at  Saybrook ;  and  they  arrived 
at  Wethersfield^  on  Tuesday  evening.  Yet  the  voyage  is  mentioned  as  a  plea« 
fant  one. 
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turn  to  tliat  city,  and  settle  among  them ;  but  his  former  views 
were  not  altered  ;  and,  therefore,  though  strongly  inclined  from 
his  own  feelings  to  gratify  them,  he  could  not  comply  with  their 
wishes. 

Probably,  in  no  part  of  his  life,  had  he  higher  advantage  for 
spiritual  contemplation  and  enjojnment,  than  in  the  period  just  men- 
tioned. He  went  to  New-York,  in  the  best  and  happiest  frame  of 
mind.  He  found  there  a  little  flock  of  Christ,  constrained  from  a 
sense  of  their  own  weakness,  to  "  dweU  together  in  unity,"  and  to 
feel  a  practical  sense  of  their  dependence  on  God.  He  was  in  the 
niidst  of  a  family,  whose  daily  influence  served  only  to  refresh 
and  to  sanctify.  He  had,  also,  much  leisure  for  religious  reading, 
meditation  and  prayer.  In  these  circumstances,  the  presence  of 
the  Comforter,  appears  to  have  been  a  daily  reality ;  the  evidence 
of  which,  he  found  b  that  purity  of  heart,  which  enables  its  pos- 
sessor to  see  God,  in  the  peace  which  passeth  aH  understanding, 
and  the  joy  with  which  the  stranger  intermeddleth  not.  His  ac- 
count of  this  subject,  is  contained  in  the  continuation  of  the  brief 
narrative  of  his  own  religious  history,  the  first  part  of  which,  is 
found  in  the  last  chapter,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  My  sense  of  divine  things  seemed  gradually  to  increase,  till  I 
went  to  preach  at  New-York ;  which  was  about  a  year  and  a  half 
after  they  began ;  and  while  I  was  there,  I  felt  them  very  sensibly, 
in  a  much  higher  degree,  than  I  had  done  before.  My  longings 
after  (5od,  and  hdiness,  were  much  mcreased.  Pure  and  hum- 
ble, holy  and  heavenly,  Christianity  appeared  exceedingly  amiable 
I  to  me.  I  felt  a  burning  desire  to  be,  in  every  thing,  a  complete 
I  christian ;  and,  conformed  to  the  blessed  image  of  Christ ; 
and  that  I  might  live,  in  all  things,  according  to  the  pure, 
I  sweet  and  blessed  rules  of  the  gospel.  I  had  an  eager 
'  thirsting  after  progress  in  these  things ;  which  put  me  upon 
pursuing  and  presang  after  them.  It  was  my  continual  strife 
day  and  night,  and  constant  inquiry,  bow  I  should  be  more  holy, 
and  li^e  more  holily,  and  more  becoming  a  child  of  God,  and  a 
disciple  of  Christ.  I  now  sought  an  increase  of  grace  and  holiness, 
and  a  holy  life,  with  much  more  earnestness,  tiian  ever  I  sought 
grace  before  I  had  it.  I  used  to  be  continually  examining  myself, 
and  studying  and  contriving  for  likely  ways  and  means,  how  I  should 
live  holily,  with  far  greater  diligence  and  earnestness,  than  ever  I 
pursued  any  thing  in  my  life ;  but  yet  with  too  great  a  dependence 
on  my  own  strength ;  which  afterwards  proved  a  great  damage  to 
me.  My  experience  had  not  then  taught  me,  as  it  has  done  since, 
my  extreme  feebleness  and  impotence,  every  manner  of  way ;  and 
the  bottomless  depths  of  secret  corruption  and  deceit,  there  was  in 
my  heart.  However,  I  went  on  with  my  eager  pursuit  after  more 
holiness,  and  conformi^  to  Christ. 
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**The  heaven  I  desired  was  a  heaven  of  holiness ;  to  be  with 
God,  and  to  ^pend  my  eterni^  in  divine  love,  and  holy  communion 
with  Christ.  My  mind  was  very  much  taken  up  with  contempla- 
tions on  heaven,  and  the  enjoyments  there ;  and  living  there  in  per^ 
feet  holiness,  humility  and  love :  and  it  used  at  that  time  to  appear 
a  great  part  of  the  happiness  of  heaven,  that  there  the  saints  could 
express  their  love  to  Christ,  It  appeared  to  me  a  great  clog  and 
burden,  that  what  I  felt  within,  I  ccmld  not  express  as  I  desired. 
The  inward  ardour  of  my  soul,  seemed  to  be  hindered  and  pent  up, 
and  could  not  freely  flame  out  as  it  would.  I  used  often  to  think, 
bow  in  heaven  this  principle  should  freely  and  fully  vent  and  ex- 
press itself.  Heaven  appeared  exceedingly  delightful,  as  a  world 
of  love ;  and  that  all  happmess  omsisted  in  living  in  pure,  humble, 
heavenly,  divine  love. 

''I  remember  the  thoughts  I  used  then  to  have  of  holiness ;  and 
said  sometimes  to  myself,  ^^  I  do  certainly  know  that  I  love  holi- 
ness, such  as  the  gospel  prescribes."  It  appeared  to  me,  that 
there  was  notlnng  in  it  but  what  was  ravishingly  lovely;  the  high- 
est beauty  and  amiableness — a  divine  beauty ;  far  purer  than  any 
thing  here  upon  earth ;  and  diat  every  thing  else  was  like  mire  and 
defilement,  in  comparison  of  it. 

^^  Holiness,  as  I  then  wrote  down  some  of  ray  contemplations  on 
it,  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  a  sweet,  pleasant,  charming,  serene,  calm 
nature ;  which  brought  an  inexpressible  purity,  brightness,  peace- 
iulne^  and  ravishment  to  the  soul.  In  other  words^  that  it  made 
the  soul  like  a  field  or  garden  of  (rod,  with  all  manner  of  pleasant 
flowers ;  enjoying  a  sweet  calm,  and  the  gently  vivifying  beams  of 
the  sun.  The  soul  of  a  true  christian,  as  I  then  wrote  my  medita* 
tions,  appeared  like  such  a  litde  white  flower  as  we  see  in  the 
spring  ol  the  year;  low  and  humble  on  the  ground,  opening  its  bo- 
«)m,  to  receive  the  pleasant  beams  of  the  sun's  glory;  rejoicing,  as 
it  were,  in  a  cahn  rapture;  difllusing  around  a  sweet  fragrancy; 
standing  peacefully  and  lovingly,  in  the  amidst  of  other  flowers 
round  about ;  all  in  like  manner  opening  their  bosoms,  to  drink 
in  the  light  of  the  sun.  There  was  no  part  of  creature-holiness, 
that  I  ha^  so  a  great  a  sense  of  its  loveliness,  as  humility,  broken- 
ness  of  heart  and  poverty  of  spirit ;  and  there  was  nothing  that  I 
so  eamesdy  longed  for.  My  heart  panted  after  this — ^to  lie  low 
before  God,  as  m  the  dust;  that  I  might  be  nothing,  and  that  Grod, 
might  be  all,  that  I  might  become  as  a  little  child. 

"  While  at  New  York,  I  sometimes  was  much  affected  with  re- 
flections on  my  past  life,  considering  how  late  it  was  before  I  began 
to  be  ipily  religious ;  and  how  wickedly  I  had  lived  till  then :  and 
once  so  as  to  weep  abundantly,  and  for  a  considerable  time  to- 
gether. 

"On  January  12,  1723, 1  made  a  solemn  dedication  of  myself 
to  God,  and  wrote  it  down ;  giving  up  myself,  and  all  that  I  had  to 

Vol.  T.  9 
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ICfod ;  to  be  for  the  future,  in  no  respect,  my  own ;  to  act  as  one 
that  had  no  right  to  himself,  in  any  respect.  And  solemnly  vow- 
ed, to  take  Grod  for  my  whole  portion  and  felicity;  looking  on  no- 
thing else,  as  any  part  of  my  happiness,  nor  acting  as  if  it  were ; 
and  his  law  for  the  constant  rule  of  my  obedience :  enga^g  to 
fight,  with  all  my  might,  against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil, 
to  the  end  of  my  life.  But  1  have  reason  to  be  infinitely  bumbled, 
when  I  consider,  how  much  I  have  failed,  of  answering  my  obli- 
gation. 

"  I  had,  then,  abundance  of  sweet,  religious  conversation,  in  the 
family  where  I  lived,  with  Mr.  John  Smith,  and  his  pious  mother. 
My  heart  was  knit  in  affection,  to  those,  in  whom  were  appearances 
of  true  piety ;  and  I  could  bear  the  thoughts  of  no  other  compan- 
ions, but  such  as  were  holy,  and  tlie  disciples  of  the  blessed  Jesus. 
I  had  great  longings,  for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom  in 
the  world  ;  and  my  secret  prayer  used  to  be,  in  great  part,  taken 
up  in  praying  for  it.  If  I  heard  the  least  hmt,  of  any  thing  tliat 
happened,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  that  appeared,  in  some  respect 
or  other,  to  have  a  favourable  aspect,  on  the  interests  of  Christ's 
kingdom,  my  soul  eagerly  catched  at  it ;  and  it  would  much  ani- 
mate and  refresh  me.  I  used  to  be  eager  to  read  public  news-let- 
ters, mainly  for  that  end ;  to  see  if  I  could  not  find  some  news,  fa- 
vourable to  the  interest  of  religion  in  the  world. 

"  I  very  fi-equently  used  to  retire  into  a  solitary  pUce,  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  River,  at  some  distance  fi-om  the  city,  for  con- 
templation on  divine  things  and  secret  converse  with  God :  and  had 
many  sweet  hours  there.  Sometimes  Mr.  Smith  and  I  walked 
there  together,  to  converse  on  the  tilings  of  Grod ;  and  our  conver- 
sation used  to  turn  mnch  on  the  advancement  of  Chi^st's  kingdom 
in  the  world,  and  the  glorious  things  that  God  would  accomplish 
for  his  church  in  the  latter  days.  I  had  then,  and  at  other  times, 
the  greatest  delight  in  tlie  holy  scriptures,  of  any  book  whatsoever. 
Oftentimes  in  reading  it,  every  word  seemed  to  touch  my  heart. 
I  felt  a  hannony  between  something  in  my  heart,  and  those  sweet 
and  powerful  words.  I  seemed  often  to  see  so  much  light  exhibit- 
ed by  every  sentence,  and  such  a  refreshing  food  communicated, 
that  I  could  not  get  along  in  reading ;  often  dwelling  long  on  one 
sentence,  to  see  dhe  wonders  contained  in  it;  and  yet  almost  every 
sentence  seemed  to  be  full  of  wonders. 

"I  came  away  from  New  York  in  the  month  of  April,  1723, 
and  had  a  most  bitter  parting  with  IVladam  Smith  and  her  son. 
My  heart  seemed  to  sink  within  ^ne,  at- leaving  the  family  and  city, 
where  I  had  enjoyed  so  many  sweet  and  pleasant  days.  I  went 
from  New  York  to  Wethersfield,  by  water;  and  as  I  sailed  away, 
I  kept  sight  of  the  chv  ^s  long  as  I  could.  However,  that  night 
after  this  sorrowful  parting,  I  was  2;reatly  comforted  in  God  at 
Westchester,  where  we  went  ashore  to  lodge :  and  had  a  pleasant 
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time  of  it  all  the  voyage  to  Sa)rbrook.  It  was  sweet  to  me  to  think 
of  meeting  dear  christians  in  heaven,  where  we  should  never  part 
xaate.  At  Saybrook  we  went  ashore  to  lodge  on  Saturday,  and 
there  kept  the  Sabbath ;  where  I  had  a  sweet  and  refreshing  sea- 
son, walking  alone  in  the  fields. 

"After  I  came  home  to  Windsor,  I  remained  much  in  a  like 
frame  of  mind,  as  when  at  New  York ;  only  sometimes  I  felt  my 
heart  ready  to  sink,  with  the  thoughts  of  my  friends  at  New  York* 
My  support  was  in  contemplaticms  on  the  heavenly  state ;  as  I  find 
in  my  Diary  of  May  1,  1723.  It  was  a  comfort  to  think  of  that 
state,  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy ;  where  reigns  heavenly,  calm, 
and  delightful  love,  without  alloy;  where  there  are  continually  the 
dearest  expressions  of  this  love ;  where  is  the  enjoyment  of  the 
persons  loved,  without  ever  parting ;  where  those  persons  who  ap- 
pear so  lovely  b  this  world,  will  really  be  inexpressibly  more  love- 
ly, and  fiill  of  love  to  us.  And  how  sweetly  will  the  mutual  lovers 
join  together,  to  sing  the  praises  of  God  and  the  Lamb !  How  will 
it  fill  us  with  joy  to  think,  that  this  enjoyment,  these  sweet  exerci- 
ses, will  never  cease,  but  will  last  to  all  eternity." 

During  his  preparation  for  the  ministry,  his  residence  in  New 
York,  and  his  subsequent  residence  at  his  father's  house,  he  formed 
a  series  of  RESOLUTIONS,  to  the  number  of  Seventy,  intended 
obvionsly  for  himself  alone,  to  regulate  his  own  heart  and  life ;  but 
fitted  also  from  their  christian  simplicity,  and  spiritnal-mindedness,  to 
be  eminently  useful  to  others.  Of  these,  the  first  thirty-four*  were 
written  before  Dec.  18,  1722,  the  time  in  which  his  Diary,  as  it 
now  exists,  commences.  The  particular  time  and  occasion  of 
making  many  of  the  rest,  will  be  found  in  that  most  mteresting 
narrative ;  in  which  also  are  many  other  rules  and  resolutions  in- 
tended for  the  regulation  of  his  own  afiectibns,  of  perhaps  equal 
excellence.  It  should  be  remembered  that  they  were  all  written 
before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.f  As  he  was  wholly  averse  to 
aU  profession  and  ostentation ;  and  as  these  Resolutions  themselves 
were  plainly  intended  for  no  other  eye  than  his  own,  except  the 
eye  that  is  omniscient ;  tliey  may  be  justly  considered  as  the  baas 
of  his  conduct  and  character ;  the  plan  by  which  he  governed  the 
secret,  as  well  as  the  public,  actbns  of  his  life.  As  such  they  will 
deeply  interest  the  reader,  not  only  as  they  unfold  the  inmost  mind 
of  their  author,  but  as  they  also  show,  m  a  manner  most  striking 
and  convincing  to  the  conscience,  what  is  tlie  tru^  foundation  of 
great  and  distinguished  excellence. 

♦  The  first  twenty-one  were  written  at  opce,  with  the  same  pen  ;  as  were 
the  next  ten,  at  a  subsequent  sitting.  The  rest  were  written  occasionally. 
They  are  all  on  two  detached  pieces  of  paper. 

t  The  last  was  written  in  August,  1723.  The  whole  series  is  published  now 
for  the  first  time. 
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He  was  too  well  acquainted  with  human  weakness  and  frailtjrf 
even  where  the  intentions  are  most  sincere,  to  enter  on  any  Reso- 
lutions rashly,  or  from  a  reliance  on  his  own  strength.  He,  there- 
fore, in  the  outset,  looked  to  God  for  aid,  who  alone  can  aiford 
success  in  the  use  of  the  best  means,  and  in  the  intended  accom- 

Elishment  of  the  best  purposes.  Thb  he  places  at  the  head  of  aU 
is  other  important  rules,  that  his  whde  dependence  was  on  the 
grace  of  God,  while  he  still  proposes  to  recur  to  a  frequent  and 
serious  perusal  of  them,  in  order  that  they  might  become  the  ha- 
bitual directory  of  his  life. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

^'  Being  sensible  that  I  am  unable  to  do  any  thing  without  God's 
help,  I  do  humbly  entreat  him  by  his  grace,  to  ensile  me  to  keep 
these  Resolutions,  so  far  as  they  are  agreeable  to  his  will,  for 
Christ's  sake. 

Remember  to  read  oter  these  Resolutions  once  a  week. 

1.  Resolved^  ThdX  I  mU  do  whatsoever  I  think  to  be  most  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  my  own  good,  profit  and  pleasure,  in  the  whole 
of  my  duration;  without  any  consideration  of  the  time,  whether 
now,  or  never  so  many  myriads  of  ages  hence.  Resolved  to  do 
whatever  I  think  to  be  my  duty^  and  most  for  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  mankind  in  general.  Resolved,  so  to  do,  whatever 
difficulties  I  meet  with,  how  many  soever,  and  how  great  soever. 

2.  Resolved^  To  be  continually  endeavouring  to  find  out  some 
new  contrivance^  and  invention,  to  promote  the  forementioned 
things. 

3.  Resolvedj  U  ever  I  shall  fall  and  grow  dull,  so  as  to  neglect 
to  keep  any  part  of  tliese  Resolutions,  to  repent  of  all  I  can  re^ 
member,  when  I  come  to  myself  again. 

4.  Resolved,  Never  to  do  any  manner  of  thing,  whether  in  soul 
or  body,  less  or  more,  but  what  tends  to  the  glory  of  God,  nor  Ac, 
nor  suffer  it,  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it. 

5.  Resolved f  Never  to  lose  one  moment  of  time,  but  to  improve 
it  in  the  most  profitable  way  I  poSsibly  can. 

6.  Resolved,  To  live  with  all  my  might,  while  I  do  live. 

7.  Resolved,  Never  to  do  any  thing,  which  I  should  be  afiraid  to 
do,  if  it  were  the  last  hour  of  ray  life. 

8»  Resolved,  To  act,  in  all  res|)ects,  both  speaking  and  doing, 
as  if  nobody  had  been  so  vile  as  I,  and  as  if  I  had  committed  the 
same  sins,  or  had  the  same  infirmities  or  (ailings  as  others;  and 
that  I  wiU  let  die  knowledge  of  their  failings  promote  nothing  but 
shame  in  myself,  and  prove  only  an  occasion  of  my  confessing  my 
own  sins  and  misery  to  God.     Fid.  July  30. 

9.  Resolved,  To  think  much,  on  all  occasions,  of  my  own  dyingw 
and  of  the  common  circiunstances  which  attend  death. 
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10.  Resolved  J  When  I  feel  pain,  to  think  of  the  pains  of  Mar- 
lyrdom,  and  of  Hell. 

11.  Resolved f  When  I  think  of  any  Thewem  in  divinity  to  be 
solved,  immediately  to  do  what  I  can  towards  solvmg  it,  if  circum* 
stances  do  not  hinder. 

12.  Resolved^  If  I  take  delight  in  it  as  a  gratification  of  pride, 
or  vani^,  or  on  any  such  account,  immediately  to  throw  it  by. 

13.  ttesolved^  To  be  endeavouring  to  find  out  fit  objects  of 
•hari^  and  liberally. 

14.  Resolved^  Never  to  do  any  thing  out  of  Revenge. 

15.  Resolvedy  Never  to  sufier  the  least  motions  of  anger  to- 
wards irrational  beings. 

16.  Resolvedy  Never  to  speak  evil  of  any  one,  so  that  it  shall 
tend  to  his  dishonour,  more  or  less,  upon  no  account  except  for 
some  real  good. 

17.  Resolved^  That  I  will  live  so,  as  I  shall  wish  I  had  done 
when  I  come  to  die. 

18.  Resolvedj  To  live  so,  at  all  times,  as  I  think  is  best  in  my 
most  devout  frames,  and  when  I  have  the  clearest  notions  of  the 
things  of  the  Crospel,  and  another  world. 

19.  Resolved,  Never  to  do  any  thing,  which  I  should  be  afraid 
to  do,  if  I  expected  it  would  not  be  above  an  hour,  before  I  should 
hear  the  last  trump. 

20.  Resolved,  To  mamtain  the  strictest  temperance,  in  eating 
and  drinking. 

21.  Resolvedj  Never  to  do  any  thing,  which,  if  I  should  see  In 
another,  I  should  count  a  just  occasion  to  despise  him  for,  or  to 
think  any  way  the  more  meanly  of  him. 

22.  Aesolvedj  To  endeavour  to  obtain  for  myself  as  much  hap- 
piness, in  the  other  world,  as  I  possibly  can,  with  all  the  power, 
might,  vigour,  and  vehemence,  yea  violence,  I  am  capable  of,  or 
can  bring  myself  to  exert,  in  any  way  that  can  be  thought  of. 

23.  Resolvedj  Frequently  to  take  some  deliberate  action,  which 
seems  most  unlikely  to  be  done,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  trace  it 
back  to  the  origmal  intention,  designs  and  ends  of  it ;  and  if  I  find 
it  not  to  be  for  God's  gbry,  to  repute  it  as  a  breach  of  the  fourth 
Resolution. 

24.  Resolvedj  Whenever  I  do  any  conspicuously  evil  action,  to 
trace  it  back,  till  I  come  to  the  original  cause ;  and  then,  both  carer 
fully  endeavour  to  do  so  no  more,  and  to  fight  and  pray  with  ail 
my  might  against  the  original  of  it. 

25.  Resolvedy  To  examine  carefully,  and  constandy,  what  that 
one  thing  in  me  is,  which  causes  me  in  the  least  to  doubt  of  the 
love  of  God ;  and  to  direct  all  my  forces  against  it. 

26.  Resolved,  To  cast  away  such  things,  as  I  find  do  abate  my 
assurance. 

27.  Resolvedy  Never  wilfully  to  omit  any  thing,  except  tlie 
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omission  be  for  the  glory  of  (Sod;  and  frequently  to  examine  my 
omissions. 

28.  Resolvedj  To  study  the  Scriptures  so  steadily,  constantly 
and  frequently,  as  that  1  may  find,  and  plainly  perceive  myself  to 
grow  in  die  knowledge  of  the  same. 

29.  Resolved,  Never  to  count  that  a  prayer,  nor  to  let  that  pass 
as  a  prayer,  nor  that  as  a  petition  of  a  prayer,  which  is  so  made, 
tliat  I  cannot  hope  that  God  will  answer  it;  nor  that  as  a  confes- 
sion, which  I  cannot  hope  God  will  accept. 

30.  Resolved,  To  strive,  every  week,  to  be  brought  higher  in 
Religion,  and  to  a  higher  exercise  of  grace,  than  I  was  the  week 
before. 

31.  Resolved,  Never  to  say  any  thing  at  all  against  any  body, 
but  when  it  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  highest  degree  of  christian 
honour,  and  of  love  to  mankind,  agreeable  to  the  lowest  humility, 
and  sense  of  my  own  faults  and  faiUngs,  and  agreeable  to  the  Gol- 
den Rule ;  often,  when  I  have  said  any  thing  against  any  one,  to 
bring  it  to,  and  try  it  strictly  by  the  test  of  this  Resolution. 

32.  Resolved,  To  be  ^icdy  and  firmly  faithful  to  my  trust,  that 
that,  in  Prov.  xx,  6,  A  faithful  man,  who  can  find^  may  not  be 
partly  fulfilled  in  me. 

33.  Resolved,  To  do,  always,  what  I  can  towards  making,  main- 
taining and  preserving  peace,  when  it  can  be  done  without  an  over- 
balancing detriment  in  other  respects.     Dec.  26,  1722. 

34.  Resolved,  In  narrations,  never  to  speak  any  thing  but  the 
pure  and  simple  verity. 

35.  Resolved,  Whenever  I  so  much  question  whether  I  have 
done  my  duty,  as  that  my  quiet  and  calm  is  thereby  disturbed,  to  set 
it  down,  and  also  how  the  question  was  resolved.     Dec.  18,  1722. 

36.  Resolved,  Never  to  speak  evil  of  any,  except  I  have  some 
particular  good  call  to  it.     Dec.  19,  1722. 

37.  Resolved,  To  enquire  every  night,  as  I  am  going  to  bed, 
Wherein  I  have  been  negligent, — ^What  sin  I  have  committed, — and 
wherein  I  have  denied  myself; — also,  at  the  end  of  every  week, 
month  and  year.     Dec.  22  and  26,  1722. 

38.  Resolved,  Never  to  utter  any  thmg  that  is  sportive,  or  mat- 
ter of  laughter,  on  a  Lord's  day.    Sabbath  evening,  Dec.  23, 1722. 

39.  Resolved,  Never  to  do  any  thing,  of  which  I  so  much  ques- 
tion the  lawfulness,  as  that  I  intend,  at  the  same  time,  to  consider 
and  examine  afterwards,  whether  it  be  lawful  or  not ;  unless  I  as 
much  question  the  lawfidness  of  the  omission. 

40.  Resolved,  To  enquire  every  night,  before  I  go  to  bed, 
whether  I  have  acted  in  the  best  way  I  possibly  could,  with  respect 
to  eating  and  drinking.     Jan.  7,  1723. 

41.  Resolved,  To  ask  myself,  at  the  end  of  every  day,  week, 
month  and  year,  wherein  I  could  possibly,  in  any  respect,  hav« 
done  better.     Jan.  11,1723. 
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42.  Resolved^  Frequently  to  renew  the  dedication  of  myself  to 
God,  which  was  made  at  my  baptism,  wliich  I  solenmly  renewed^ 
when  I  was  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  which 
I  have  solemnly  re-made  this  12th  day  of  January,  1723. 

43.  Resolvedy  Never,  henceforward,  till  I  die,  to  act  as  if  I 
were  any  way  my  own,  but  entirely  and  altogether  God's ;  agreea- 
bly to  what  is  to  be  found  in  Saturday,  Jan.  12th.  Jan.  12th, 
1723. 

44.  Resolved^  That  no  other  end  but  religion,  shall  have  any 
influence  at  all  on  any  of  my  actions ;  and  that  no  action  shall  be, 
in  the  least  circumstance,  any  otherwise  tlian  the  religious  end  will 
carry  it.     Jan.  12,  1723. 

45.  Resolved  J  Never  to  allow  any  pleasure  or  grief,  joy  or  sor- 
row, nor  any  affe<ition  at  all,  nor  any  degree  of  affection,  nor  any 
circumstance  relating  to  it,  but  what  helps  Religion.  Jan.  12  and 
13,  1723. 

46.  Resolvedy  Never  to  allow  the  least  measure  of  any  fretting 
or  uneasiness  at  my  father  or  mother.  Resolvedy  To  suffer  no 
eSeciSL  of  it,  so  much  as  in  the  least  alteration  of  speech,  or  modon 
of  my  eye ;  and  to  be  especially  careful  of  it  with  respect  to  any  of 
our  family. 

47.  Resolvedy  To  endeavour,  to  my  utmost,  to  deny  whatever  is 
not  most  agreeable  to  a  good  and  universally  sweet  and  benevolent, 
quiet,  peaceable,  contented  and  easy,  compassionate  and  generous, 
humble  and  meek,  submissive  and  obliging,  diligent  and  industrious, 
charitable  and  even,  patient,  moderate,  forgiving  and  sincere,  tem- 
per ;  and  to  do,  at  all  times,  what  such  a  temper  would  lead  me 
to;  and  to  examine  strictly,  at  the  end  of  every  week,  whether  I 
have  so  done.     Sabbath  Momingy  May  5, 1723. 

48.  Resolvedy  Constantly,  with  the  utmost  niceness  and  dili- 
gence, and  tlie  strictest  scrutiny,  to  be  looking  into  the  state  of  my 
soul,  that  I  may  know  whether  I  have  truly  an  interest  in  Christ  or 
not ;  that  when  I  come  to  die,  I  may  not  have  any  negligence  re- 
specting this,  to  repent  of.     May  26,  1723. 

49.  Resolvedy  That  this  never  shall  be,  if  I  can  help  it. 

50.  Resolvedy  That  I  will  act  so,  as  I  think  I  shall  judge  would 
have  been  best,  and  most  prudent,  when  I  come  into  the  future 
world.     July  5,  1723. 

51.  Resolvedy  That  I  will  act  so,  in  every  respect,  as  I  think  I 
shall  wish  I  had  done,  if  I  should  at  last  be  damned.     Jvly  8, 1723. 

52.  I  frequendy  hear  persons  in  old  age,  say  how  they  would 
live,  if  they  were  to  live  their  lives  over  again :  Resolvedy  That  I 
will  live  just  Sq  as  I  can  think  I  shall  wish  I  had  done,  supposing  I 
live  to  old  age.^  July  8,  1723. 

53.  Resolvedy  To  improve  every  opportunity,  when  I  am  in  the 
best  and  happiest  frame  of  mind,  to  cast  and  venture  my  soul  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  to  trust  and  confide  in  him,  and  consecrate 
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myself  wholly  to  him ;  that  from  this  I  may  have  assm'ance  of  mf 
safety,  knowing  that  I  confide  in  my  Redeemer.     July  8,  1723. 

54^  Resolf>ed^  Whenever  I  hear  any  thing  spoken  in  commen- 
dation of  any  person,  if  I  think  it  would  be  praiseworthy  in  me, 
that  I  will  endeavour  to  imitate  it.     Jtdy  8,  1723. 

65.  Resolved,  To  endeavour,  to  my  utmpst,  so  to  act,  as  I  can 
4hink  I  should  do,  if  I  had  abeady  seen  the  happiness  6f  Heaven, 
and  Hell  torments.     Jidy  8,  1723. 

66.  Resohedj  Never  to  give  over,  nor  in  the  least  to  slacken, 
my  fight  with  my  corruptions,  however  unsuccessful  I  may  be. 

57.  Resolved,  When  I  fear  misfortunes  and  adversity,  to  exa- 
mine whether  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  resolve  to  do  it,  and  let 
the  event  be  just  as  Providence  orders  it.  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can, 
be  concerned  about  nothing  but  my  duty,  and  my  sin.  JuTie  9, 
mnd  July  13,  1723. 

68.  Resolved,  Not  only  to  refirain  from  an  air  of  dislike,  firetful- 
ness,  and  anger  in  conversation,  but  to  exhibit  an  air  of  love,  cheer- 
fuhiess  and  benignity.     May  27,  and  July  13,  1723. 

59.  Resolved,  When  I  am  most  consdous  of  provocations  to  ill- 
nature  and  anger,  that  I  will  strive  most  to  feel  and  act  good-natur- 
edly; yea,  at  such  times,  to  manifest  good-nature,  though  I  think 
that  in  other  respects  it  would  be  disadvantageous,  and  so  as  would 
be  imprudent  at  other  times.    May  12,  July  11,  and  July  13. 

60.  Resolved,  Whenever  my  feelings  begm  to  appear  in  the 
least  out  of  order,  when  I  am  conscious  of  the  least  uneasiness 
within,'or  the  least  irregularity  without,!  will  then  subject  myself  to 
the  strictest  examination.     July  4,  and  13,  1723. 

61.  Resolved,  That  I  will  not  give  way  tothat  lisdessness  which 
I  find  unbends  and  relaxes  my  mind  firom  being  fully  and  fixedly 
set  on  religion,  whatever  excuse  I  may  have  for  it — that  what  my 
lisdessness  inclines  me  to  do,  is  best  to  be  done,  &c.  May  21,  and 
July  13, 1723. 

62.  Resolved,  Never  to  do  any  thing  but  my  duty,  and  then  ac- 
cording to  Eph.  vi,  6 — 8,  to  do  it  willingly  and  cheerfully,  as  unto 
the  Lord,  and  not  to  man :  knowing  that  whatever  good  thing  any 
man  doth,  the  same  shall  he  receive  of  the  Lord.  June  25,  and 
July  13,  1723. 

63.  On  the  supposition,  that  there  never  was  to  be  but  one  indi'^ 
vidual  in  the  world,  at  any  one  time,  who  was  properly  a  complete 
christian,  in  all  respects  of  a  right  stamp,  having  Christianity  always 
sliining  in  its  true  lustre,  and  appearing  excellent  and  lovely,  from 
whatever  part  and  under  whatever  character  viewed:  Resolved,  To 
act  just  as  I  would  do,  if  I  strove  with  all  my  might  to  be  that  one, 
who  should  live  in  my  time.     Jan.  14,  and  July  13, 1723. 

64.  Resolved,  When  I  find  those  ^^groanings  which  cannot  be 
uitered,^^  of  which  the  Apostle  speaks,  and  those  "  breakings  of 
soul  for  the  longing  it  hath,"  of  which  the  Psalmist  q>eaks,  rsalm 
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oxix,  20,  That  I  will  promote  them  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
and  that  I  will  not  be  weary  of  earnestly  endeavouring  to  vent  my 
desires,  nor  of  the  repetitions  of  such  earnestness.  July  2'^^  and  Au- 
gust 10,  1723. 

65.  Resolved^  Very  much  to  exercise  myself  in  this,  all  my  life 
long,  viz.  With  the  greatest  openness,  of  which  I  am  capable,  to  de- 
clare my  ways  td  God,  and  lay  open  my  soul  to  him,  all  my  sins, 
temptations,  difficulties,  sorrows,  fears,  hopes,  desires,  and  every 
thing,  and  every  circumstance,  according  to  Dr.  Manton's  Sermon 
on  the  1 19th  Psalm.     Jtdy  26,  and  Aug.  10,  1723. 

66.  Resolved^  That  I  will  endeavour  always  to  keep  a  benign 
aspect,  and  air  of  acting  and  speaking  in  all  places,  and  in  all  com- 
panies, except  it  should  so  happen  that  duty  requires  otherwise. 

67.  Resolved^  After  afflictions,  to  enquire,  What  I  am  the  better 
for  them ;  What  good  1  have  got  by  them ;  and,  What  I  might  have 
got  by  them. 

68.  Resolved^  To  confess  frankly  to  myself  all  that  wliich  I  find 
in  myself,  either  infirmity  or  sin ;  and,  if  it  be  what  concerns  reli- 
gion, also  to  confess  the  whole  case  to  God,  and  implore  needed 
help.     July  23,  and  August  10,  1723. 

69.  Resolved^  Always  to  do  that,  which  I  shall  wish  I  had  done 
when  I  see  others  do  it.     Aug.  11,  1723. 

70.  Let  there  be  something  of  benevolence,  in  all  that  I  speak. 
Aug.  17,  1723. 

Those,  who  have  read  the  preceding  Resolutions,  will  not  need  to 
be  apprised,  that  they  discover  in  the  writer  a  knowledge  of  his 
own  heart,  of  the  human  character,  and  of  the  secret  springs  of 
human  action,  as  well  as  a  purity,  conscientiousness  and  evangeli- 
cal integrity,  very  rarely  found  in  any  individual.  His  obvious  in- 
tention and  rule  was,  to  refer  every  voluntary  action,  and  every 
course  of  conduct,  habitually  and  immediately  to  the  eye  of  Om- 
niscience ;  to  live  as  always  surrounded  by  his  presence ;  and  to 
value  nothing  in  comparison  with  his  approbation,  and,  what  of 
course  accompamed  it,  that  of  his  own  conscience.  At  this  early 
period,  he  had  begun  to  remember,  that  he  was  immortal,  that  he 
was  soon  to  enter  on  a  stage  of  existence  and  action,  incomparably 
more  expanded  and  dignified  than  the  present,  and  that  nothing 
here  had  any  ultimate  importance,  except  as  it  had  a  bearing  on 
his  own  welfere,  and  that  of  others,  in  that  nobler  state  of  being. 
These  Resolutions  are,  perhaps,  to  persons  of  every  age,  but  espe- 
cially to  the  young,  the  best  uninspired  summary  of  christian  duty, 
the  best  directory  to  high  attainments  in  evangelical  virtue,  which 
the  mind  of  man  has  hitherto  been  able  to  form.  Thev  are,  also, 
in  the  highest  degree  interesting,  as  disclosing  the  writer's  own  cha- 
racter ;  and  no  (Hie  will  wonder  that  the  youth,  who,  in  his  nine- 
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teenth  year,  could,  in  the  presence  of  God,  deliberately  and  sol- 
emnly form  the  first  Resolution: — ^^ Resolved,  That  I loill  do 
whatsoever  I  think  to  be  most  to  God's  gl<My,  and  my  own  good, 
profit  and  pleasure,  on  the  whole  ;  without  any  consideration  of 
the  time,  whether  now,  or  never  so  many  myriads  of  ages  hence ; — 
to  do  whatever  I  think  to  be  my  duty,  and  most  for  the  good  and 
advantage  of  mankind  in  general, — ^whatever  difficulties  I  meet 
with,  how  many  and  how  great  soever :" — should  have  attained  to 
an  elevation  and  energy  of  virtue  rarely  witnessed  in  this  fallen 
world. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

His  Diary. 

The  Diary  of  Mr.  Edwards  begins  Dec.  18,  1722,  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age.  As  far  as  to  Jan.  15th,  at  night,  it  is 
written  on  two  detached  slips  of  paper;  and  the  remainder  in  a 
book.*  As  it  commences  abruptly,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
top  of  that  paper ;  the  beginning  of  it  is  undoubtedly  lost ;  and  it  is 
not  improbable,  that,  as  he  originally  wrote  it,  it  may  have  reached 
back,  at  least  to  the  period  of  his  preparation  for  the  ministry.  It 
was  intended,  as  will  at  once  be  perceived,  for  his  own  private  use 
exclusively ;  and  had  it  been  widi  him  at  the  close  of  life,  it  is  not 
unhkely  it  might  have  been  destroyed.  Still,  whatever  is  calcula- 
ted to  do  good,  and  is  perfecdy  consistent  with  an  author's  real 
reputation,  may  be  published  with  honour,  whatever  his  design 
might  be  while  writing.  The  best  of  men,  indeed,  have  thoughts, 
and  opinions  and  feelings,  which  are  perfectly  proper  and  right  in 
themselves,  which  yet  it  would  be  wholly  improper  for  them  to  dis- 
close to  others.  But  a  man  of  sound  discretion,  will  take  care  that 
nothing  of  this  nature  is  placed  witliin  the  reach  of  accident.  What 
Mr.  Edwards  wished  to  have  concealed  from  every  eye  but  his  own, 
he  wrote  in  short  hand.  And  on  one  occasion,  after  having  written 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  that  character,  he  adds  this  remark  in 
his  customary  hand,  "  Remember  to  act  according  to  Prov.  xii, 
23,  A  prudent  man  concealeth  knowledge^ 

The  reader,  while  perusing  the  Diary  in  its  various  parts,  wiD,  I 
think,  be  struck  with  it,  as  possessing  the  following  characteristics* 
It  consists  of  facts ;  and  of  solid  thought,  dictated  by  deep  religious 
feeling :  and  not  of  die  mere  expressions  of  feeling,  or  of  conmion- 
place  moral  reflexions,  or  exhortations.  It  was  intended  for  his 
own  eyes  exclusively;  and  not  chieflv  for  those  of  his  friends  and 
of  the  public.  It  is  an  exhibition  of  the  simple  tiiinking,  feehng 
and  acting,  of  a  man,  who  is  unconscious  how  he  appears,  except  to 
himself,  and  to  God :  and  not  the  remarks  of  one,  who  is  desirous  of 
being  thought  humble,  respecting  his  own  humility.  If  we  suppose 
a  man  of  christian  simplicity,  and  godly  smcerity,  to  bring  all  the 
secret  movements  of  his  own  soul  under  the  clear,  strong  light  of 

*He  mentions,  Jan,  14th^hii  making;  tbe^book,  and  annexing;  the  loose  pa- 
pers to  it. 
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heaven,  and  there  to  survey  them  with  a  piercing  and  an  honest 
eye,  and  a  contrite  heart,  in  order  to  humble  himself,  and  make 
himself  better;  it  is  just  the  account  which  such  a  man  would 
^Tite. — ^In  these  respects,  it  is,  with  only  here  and  there  a  solitary 
exception,  wholly  unfike  any  Diary  of  modem  times;  and,  as  such, 
is,  with  4iere  and  there  a  solitary  exception,  the  only  Diary  of 
modem  times,  that  ought  ever  to  have  been  published. 

PIARY. ^DECBMBER,  1722. 

Dec.  18.  Tliis  day  made  the  35th  Resolution.  The  reason 
why  I,  in  the  least,  question  my  interest  in  God's  love  and  favour^ 
is, — 1 .  Because  I  cannot  speak  so  fully  to  my  experience  of  that 
preparatory  work,  of  which  divines  speak : — 2,  I  do  not  remember 
tliat  I  experienced  regeneration,  exactly  in  those  steps,  in  which 
divines  say  it  is  generally  WTOught : — 3.  I  do  not  feel  tlie  christian 
graces  sensibly  enough,  particularly  faith.  J  fear  they  are  only 
such  hypocritical  outside  affections,  which  wicked  men  may  feel, 
as  well  as  others.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  inward, 
full,  sincere,  entire  and  hearty.  They  do  not  seem  so  substantial, 
and  so  wTought  into  my  very  nature,  as  I  could  wish. — 4.  Because 
I  am  sometimes  guilty  of  sins  of  omission  and  commission.  Lately 
I  have  doubted,  whedier  I  do  not  transgress  in  evil  speaking.  Tliis 
day,  resolved.  No. 

Dec,  19.  This  day  made  the  36th  Resolution.  Lately,  I  have 
been  very  much  perplexed,  by  seeing  the  doctrine  of  different  de- 
grees in  glory  questioned ;  but  now  have  almost  got  over  the  diffi- 
culty. 

Vec.  20.  This  day  somewhat  questioned,  whether  I  had  not 
been  guilty  of  negligence  yesterday,  and  this  morning ;  but  resolv- 
ed. No. 

Dec.  21,  Friday,  This  day,  and  yesterday,  I  was  exceedingly 
dull,  dry  and  dead. 

Dec,  22,  Saturday.  Tliis  day,  revived  by  God's  Holy  Spirit; 
affected  witli  the  sense  of  the  excellency  of  holiness ;  fek  more  ex- 
ercise of  love  to  Christ,  than  usual.  Have,  also,  felt  sensible  re- 
pentance for  sin,  because  it  was  committed  against  so  merciful  and 
good  a  (Jod.     This  night  made  the  37th  Resolution. 

Sabhath-night^  Dec,  23.  Made  the  38th  Resolution. 

Monday^  Dec.  24.  Higher  thoughts  than  usual  of  the  excellen- 
cy of  Christ  and  his  kingdom. — Concluded  to  observe,  at  the  end 
of  every  nwnth,  the*  number  of  breaches  of  Resolutions,  to  see 
whether  they  increase  or  diminish,  to  begin  from  this  day,  and  to 
compute  from  that  the  weekly  account,  my  monthly  increase,  and, 
out  of  the  whole,  my  yearly  increase,  beginning  fitjm  new  year 
days. 

Wednesday^  Dec.  26.     Early  in  the  morning  yesterday,  wa» 
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liindered  by  the  head-ache  all  day;  though  I  hope  I  did  not  lose 
much.  Made  an  addition  to  the  37th  Resolution,  concerning 
weeks,  months  and  years.     Jit  night ;  made  the  33d  Resolution. 

Saturday^  Dpc.  29,     About  sunset  this  day,  dull  and  lifeless. 

1722-23.  Tuesday^  Jan,  1.  Have  been  dull  for  several  days. 
Examined  whether  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  negligence  to-day  ; 
and  resolved.  No. 

Wednesday^  Jan.  2.  Dull.  I  find,  by  experience,  that,  let  me 
make  Resolutions,  and  do  what  I  will,  with  never  so  many  inven- 
tions, it  is  all  nothing,  and  to  no  purpose  at  all,  without  the  motions 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  for  if  the  Spirit  of  God  should  be  as  much 
withdrawn  from  me  always,  as  for  the  week  past,  notwithstanding 
all  I  do,  I  should  not  grow,  but  should  languish,  and  miserably  fade 
awny.  I  perceive,  if  God  should  withdraw  his  Spirit  a  litde  more, 
I  should  not  hesitate  to  break  my  Resolutions,  and  should  soon 
arrive  at  my  old  state.  There  is  no  dependence  on  myself.  Our 
resolutions  may  be  at  the  highest  one  day,  and  yet,  the  next  day, 
we  may  be  m  a  miserable  dead  condition,  not  at  all  like  the  same 
person  who  resolved.  So  that  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  resolve,  ex- 
cept we  depend  on  the  grace  of  God.  For,  if  it  were  not  for  his 
mere  grace,  one  might  be  a  very  good  man  one  day,  and  a  very 
wicked  one  the  next.  I  find  also  by  experience,  that  there  is  no 
guessing  out  the  ends  of  Providence,  in  particular  dispensations 
towards  me — any  otherwise  than  as  afflictions  come  as  corrections 
for  sin,  and  God  intends  when  we  meet  with  them,  to  desire  us  to 
look  back  on  our  ways,  and  see  wherein  we  have  done  amiss,  and 
lament  that  particular  sin,  and  all  our  sins,  before  him : — knowing 
this,  also,  that  all  things  shaU  work  together  for  our  good ;  not 
knowing  in  what  way,  indeed,  but  trusting  in  God. 

Saturday  evenings  Jan,  5.  A  Httle  redeemed  from  a  long  dread- 
ful dulness,  about  reading  the  Scriptures.  This  week,  have  been 
unhappily  low  in  the  weekly  account  :-r-and  what  are  the  reasons 
of  it? — abundance  of  listlessness  and  sloth ;  and,  if  this  should  con- 
tinue much  longer,  I  perceive  that  other  sins  will  begin  to  discover 
themselves.  It  used  to  appear  to  me,  that  I  had  not  much  sin  re- 
maining ;  but  now,  I  perceive  that  there  are  great  remainders  of 
sin.  Where  may  it  not  bring  me  to,  if  God  .should  leave  me  ?  Sin 
is  not  enough  mortified.  Without  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  the  old  serpent  would  begin  to  rouse  up  himself  from  his 
firozen  state,  and  would  come  to  life  again.  Resolved^  That  I  have 
been  negligent  in  two  things : — ^in  not  striving  enough  in  duty ;  and 
ID  not  forcing  m5rself  upon  religious  thoughts. 

Sabbath^  Jan,  6.  At  night;  Much  concerned  about  the  improve- 
ment of  precious  time.  Intend  to  live  in  continual  mortification, 
without  ceasing,  and  even  to  weary  myself  thereby,  as  long  as  I  am 
in  tiris  world,  and  never  to  expect  or  desire  any  worldly  ease  or 
pleasure* 
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Monday^  Jan.  7.     At  night,  made  the  40th  Resolution. 

Tuesday.  Jan.  8.  In  the  morning,  had  higher  thoughts  thait 
usual  of  the  excellency  of  Christ,  and  felt  an  unusual  repentance 
of  sin  therefrom. 

Wednesday^  Jan.  9.  At  night :  Decayed.  I  am  sometimes  apt 
to  think,  that  I  have  a  great  deal  more  of  holiness  than  1  really  have^ 
I  find  now  and  then  that  abominable  corruption,  which  is  directly 
contrary  to  what  1  read  of  eminent  christians.  I  do  not  seem  to 
be  half  so  careful  to  improve  time,  to  do  every  thing  quick,  and  in 
as  short  a.  time  as  I  possibly  can,  nor  to  be  perpetually  engaged 
to  think  about  religion,  as  I  was  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  nor 
indeed  as  I  have  been  at  certain  times,  perhaps  a  twelve  month 
ago.  K  my  resolutions. of  that  nature,  from  that  time,  had  always 
been  kept  alive  and  awake,  how  much  better  might  I  have  been, 
than  I  now  am.  How  deceitful  is  my  heart !  I  take'  up  a  strong 
resolution,  but  how  soon  doth  it  weaken. 

Thursday y  Jan.  10,  about  noon.  Recovering.  It  is  a  great 
dishonour  to  Christ,  in  whom  I  hope  I  have  an  interest,  to  be  uneasy 
at  my  worldly  state  and  condition ;  or,  when  I  see  the  prosperity 
of  others,  and  that  all  things  go  easy  with  them,  the  world  is  smooth 
to.  them,  and  they  are  very  happy  in  many  respects,  and  very 
prosperous,  or  are  advanced  to  much  honour ;  to  grudge  them 
their  prosperity,  or  envy  them  on  account  of  it,  or  to  be  in  the 
least  uneasy  at  it,  to  wish  and  long  for  the  same  prosperity,  and  to 
desire  that  it  should  ever  be  so  with  me.  Wherefore,  concluded 
always  to  rejoice  in  every  one's  prosperity,  and  not  to  pretend  to 
expect  or  desire  it  for  myself,  and  to  expect  no  happiness  of  that 
nature,  as  long  as  I  live ;  but  to  depend  on  afflictions,  and  to  be* 
take  myself  entirely  to  anodier  happiness. — ^I  think  I  find  myself 
much  more  sprighdy  and  healthy,  both  in  body  and  mind,  for  my 
self-denial  in  eating,  drinking  and  sleeping,  I  think  it  would  be 
advantageous,  every  morning  to  consider  my  business  and  tempta- 
tions, and  the  sms  to  which  I  shall  be  exposed  on  that  day,  and  to 
make  a  resolution  how  to  improve  the  day,  and  avoid  tiiose  sins, 
and  so  at  the  beginning  of  every  week,  month  and  year.  J  never 
knew  before  what  was  meant,  by  not  setting  our  hearts  on  those 
things.  It  is,  not  to  care  about  them,  nor  to  depend  upon  them, 
nor  to  afflict  ourselves  with  the  fear  of  losing  them,  nor  to  please 
ourselves  with  the  expectation  of  obtaining  them,  or  with  the  hopes 
of  their  continuance.--n^^  night ;  made  the  41st  Resolution. 

Saturday^  Jan.  12.  In  the  morning.  I  have  this  day,  solenm- 
ly  renewed  my  baptismal  covenant  and  self-dedication,  which  I  re- 
newed, when  I  was  taken  into  the  communion  of  the  church.  I 
have  been  before  God,  and  have  given  myself,  all  that  I  am,  and 
have,  to  God ;  so  that  I  am  not,  in  any  respect,  mv  own.  I  can 
challenge  no  right  in  this  understanding,  ttiB  wUl,  these  affections^ 
which  are  in  me.     Neither  have  I  any  right  to  this  body,  or  any 
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of  its  members — no  right  to  this  tongue,  these  hands,  these  feet ; 
no  right  to  these  senses,  these  eyes,  these  ears,  this  smell,  or  this 
taste.  I  have  given  myself  clear  away,  and  have  not  retained  any 
thing,  as  my  ovvn.  I  gave  myself  to  God,  in  my  baptism,  and  I 
have  been  this  morning  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  I  gave  myself 
wholly  to  him.  I  have  given  every  power  to  him ;  so  that  for  the 
future,  I'll  challenge  no  right  in  myself,  in  no  respect  whatever. 
I  have  expressly  promised  him,  and  I  do  now  promise  Almighty 
God,  that  by  his  grace,  I  will  not.  I  have  this  morning  told  him, 
that  I  did  take  Him  for  my  whole  portion  and  felicity,  looking  on 
nothing  else,  as  any  part  of  my  happiness,  nor  acting  as  if  it  were ; 
and  his  Law,  for  flie  constant  rule  of  my  obedience ;  and  would 
fight,  \nth  all  my  might,  against  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil, 
to  the  end  of  my  life ;  and  that  I  did  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  did  receive  him  as  a  Prince  and  Saviour ;  and  that  I  would 
adhere  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  Gospel,  however  hazard- 
ous and  difficult,  the  confession  and  practice  of  it  may  be ;  and 
that  I  did  receive  the  blessed  Spirit,  as  my  Teacher,  Sanctifier, 
and  only  Comforter,  and  cherish  all  his  motions  to  enlighten,  pu- 
rify, confirm,  comfort  and  assist  me.  This,  I  have  done ;  and  I 
pray  (Sod,  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  to  look  upon  it  as  a  self-dedica- 
tion, and  to  receive  me  now,  as  entirely  his  own,  and  to  deal  with 
me,  in  all  respects,  as  such,  whether  he  afflicts  me,  or  prospers  me, 
or  whatever  he  pleases  to  do  with  me,  who  am  his.  Now,  hence- 
forth, I  am  not  to  act,  in  any  respect,  as  my  own. — I  shall  act  as 
my  own,  if  I  ever  make  use  of  any  of  my  powers,  to  any  thing, 
that  is  not  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  do  not  make  the  glorifying  of 
him,  my  whole  and  entire  business : — ^if  I  murmur  in  the  least  at 
affliction ;  if  I  grieve  at  the  prosperity  of  others ;  if  I  am  in  any 
way  uncharitable ;  if  I  am  angry,  because  of  injuries ;  if  I  revenge 
them ;  if  I  do  any  thing,  purely  to  please  myself,  or  if  I  avoid  any 
thing,  for  the  sake  of  my  own  ease ;  if  I  omit  any  thing,  because 
it  is  great  self-denial;  if  I  trust  to  myself;  if  I  take  any  of  the 
praise  of  any  good  that  I  do,  or  that  God  doth  by  me ;  or  if  I  am 
in  any  way  proud.  This  day,  made  the  42d  and  43d  Resolutions: — 
Whether  or  no,  any  other  end  ought  to  have  any  influence  at  all, 
on  any  of  my  actions ;  or,  whether  any  action  ought  to  be  any 
otherwise,  in  any  respect,  than  it  would  be,  if  nothing  else  but 
religion  had  the  least  mfluence  on  my  mind.  Wherefore,  I  make 
the  44th  Resolution. 

Query :  Whether  any  delight,  or  satisfaction,  ought  to  be  allow- 
ed, because  any  other  end  is  obtained,  beside  a  reUgious  one.  In 
the  afternoon,  1  answer,  Yes ;  because,  if  we  should  never  suflTer 
ourselves  to  rejoice,  but  because  we  have  obtained  a  religious  end, 
we  should  never  rejoice  at  the  sight  of  fiiends,  we  should  not  allow 
ourselves  any  pleasure  in  our- food,  whereby  the  animal  spirits 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  good  digestion  hindered.     But  the  que- 
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ly  is  to  be  answered  thus : — ^We  never  ought  to  allow  any  joy  or 
sorrow,  but  what  helps  religion.  Wherefore,  I  make  the  45th  Re- 
solution. ' 

The  reason  why  I  so  soon  grow  lifeless,  and  unfit  for  the  busi- 
ness I  am  about,  I  have  found  out,  is  only  because  I  have  been 
used  to  suffer  myself  to  leave  off,  for  the  sake  of  ease,  and  so,  I 
have  acquired  a  habit  of  expecting  ease ;  and  therefore,  when  I 
think  I  have  exercised  myself  a  great  while,  I  cannot  keep  myself 
to  it  any  longer,  because  I  expect  to  be  released,  as  my  due  and 
right.  And  then,  I  am  deceived,  as  if  I  were  really  tired  and  wea- 
ry. Whereas,  if  I  did  not  expect  ease,  and  was  resolved  to  occu- 
py myself  by  business,  as  much  as  I  could;  I  should  continue 
with  the  same  vigour  at  my  business,  without  vacation  time  to  rest. 
Thus,  I  have  found  it  in  reading  the  scriptures ;  and  thus,  I  have 
found  it  in  prayer ;  and  thus,  I  beUeve  it  to  be  in  getting  sermons 
by  heart,  and  in  other  things. 

At  night.  This  week,  the  weekly  account  rose  higher  than  or- 
dinary. It  is  suggested  to  me,  that  too  constant  a  mortification,  and 
too  vigorous  application  to  religion,  may  be  prejudicial  to  health ; 
but  nevertheless,  I  will  plainly  feel  it  and  experience  it,  before  I 
cease,  on  this  account.  It  is  no  matter  how  much  tired  and  weary 
I  am,  if  my  health  is  not  impaired. 

Sabbath  day,  Jan.  13.  I  plainly  feel,  that  if  I  should  continue 
to  go  on,  as  from  the  beginning  of  the  last  week  hitherto,  I  should 
continually  grow  and  increase  in  grace.  After  the  afternoon  meet- 
ing, made  an  addition  to  the  45th  Resolution.  At  noon  ;  I  remem- 
ber I  thought  that  I  loved  to  be  a  member  of  Christ,  and  not  any 
thing  distinct,  but  only  a  part,  so  as  to  have  no  separate  interest,  or 
pleasure  of  my  own.  At  night,  resolved  to  endeavour  fully  to 
understand  1  Cor.  vii.  29 — 32,  and  to  act  according  to  it. 

Monday,  Jan.  14.  About  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  made 
this  book,  and  put  these  papers  in  it.*  The  dedication,  which  I 
made  of  myself  to  God,  on  Saturday  last,  has  been  exceedingly 
useful  to  me.  I  thought  I  had  a  more  spiritual  insiglit  into  die 
scriptures,  when  reading  the  8th  of  Romans,  than  ever  before. 
At  night.  Great  instances  of  mortification,  are  deep  wounds,  giv- 
en to  the  body  of  sin ;  hard  blows,  which  make  him  stagger  and 
reel.  We  thereby  get  strong  ground  and  footing  against  him, 
he  is  the  weaker  ever  after,  and  we  have  easier  work  with  him 
the  next  time.  He  grows  cowardly;  and  we  can  easily  cause 
him  to  give  way,  until  at  length,  we  fiind  it  easy  work  with  him, 
and  can  kill  him  at  pleasure.  While  we  live  without  great  instan- 
ces of  mortification  and  self-denial,  the  old  man  keeps  about  where 
he  was  ;  for  he  is  sturdy  and  obstinate,  and  will  not  stir  for  anall 
blows.     This,  without  doubt,  is  one  great  reason  why  many  chris- 

*  He  refers  to  slips  of  paper  on  which  the  first  part  of  the  Diary  is  written; 
as  far  as  Jan.  15,  at  night. 
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lians  do  not  sensibly  mcrease  in  grace.  After  the  greatest  mortifi- 
cations,  I  always  find  the  greatest  comfort.  Wrote  the  63d  Reso- 
lution. Such  litde  things  as  Christians  commonly  do,  will  not 
evince  much  increase  of  grace.  We  must  do  great  things  for  (Jod. 
— ^It  will  be  best,  when  1  find  that  I  have  bst  any  former  ancient 
good  motions  or  actions,  to  take  notice  of  it,  if  1  can  remember 
them. 

Tuesday^  Jan.  15. — About  two  or  three  o*clock.  I  have  been 
aD  this  time  decaying.  It  seemed  yesterday,  the  day  before,  and  Sa- 
turday, that  I  should  always  retam  the  same  resolutions  to  the  same 
height.  But  alas !  how  soon  do  I  decay !  O  how  weak,  how  in- 
firm, how  unable  to  do  any  thing  of  myself !  What  a  poor  incon- 
sistent bemg !  What  a  miserable  wretch,  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God !  While  I  stand,  I  am  ready  to  think  that  I  stand 
by  my  own  strength,  and  upon  my  own  legs ;  and  I  am  ready  to 
triumph  over  my  spiritual  enemies,  as  if  it  were  I  myself,  that 
caused  them  to  flee : — ^when  alas !  I  am  but  a  poor  infant,  upheld 
by  Jesus  Christ ;  who  holds  me  up,  and  gives  me  liberty  to  smile, 
to  see  my  enemies  flee,  when  he  drives  them  before  me.  And  so 
I  laugh,  as  though  I  myself  did  it,  when  it  is  only  Jesus  Christ  leads 
me  along,  and  fights  himself  against  my  enemies.  And  now  the 
Lord  has  a  litde  left  me,  how  weak  do  I  find  myself.  O  let  it  teach 
me  to  depend  less  on  myself,  to  be  more  humble,  and  to  give  more 
of  the  praise  of  my  ability  to  Jesus  Christ !  The  heart  of  man  is 
deceitml  above  all  thmgs  and  desperately  wicked  :  who  can  know 
it! — ^The  occasion  of  my  decaying,  is  a  little  melancholy.  My 
^irits  are  depressed,  because  I  fear  that  I  lost  some  friendship  the 
last  night ;  and,  my  spirits  being  depressed,  my  resolutions  have 
lost  their  strength.  I  dififer  to-day  fi-om  yesterday,  in  these  things. 
I  do  not  resolve  any  thing  to-day,  half  so  strongly.  I  am  not  so 
perpetually  thinking  of  renewing  my  resolutions,  as  I  was  then.  I 
am  not  half  so  vigorous  as  I  was  then ;  nor  am  I  half  so  careful  to 
do  every  thing  with  vigour.  Then,  I  kept  continuaDy  acting ;  but 
now,  I  do  things  slowly,  and  satisfy  myself  by  thinking  of  reUgion 
in  the  mean  time.  I  am  not  so  careful  to  go  fix>m  one  business  to 
another.-— I  felt  humiliation,  about  sunset.  What  shall  I  do,  in  or- 
der that  I  may,  with  a  good  grace,  fall  into  christian  discourse  and 
conversation.  At  night. — ^The  next  time  I  am  in  such  a  lifeless 
frame,  I  will  force  myself  to  go  rapidly  from  one  thing  to  another, 
and  to  do  those  things  with  vigour,  in  which  vigour  would  ever  be 
useful.  The  things,  which  take  off  my  mind,  when  bent  on  reli- 
gion, are  commonly  some  remarkable  change  or  alteration — -jour- 
nies,  change  of  place,  change  of  business,  change  of  studies,  and 
change  of  other  circumstances;  or  something  that  makes  me  mel- 
ancholy ;  or  some  sin. 

Thursday  J  Jan.  17.  About  three  o'clock,  overwhebned  with 
melancholy. 

Vol.  I.  n 
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Friday y  Jan.  18. — ^t  night.  Beginning  to  endeavour  to  reco- 
ver out  of  the  death,  I  have  been  in  lor  these  several,  days. 

SabbcUh  day,  Jan.  20. — At  night.  The  last  week  I  was  sunk 
90  low,  that  I  fear  it  will  be  a  long  time,  before  I  am  recovered.  I 
fell  exceedingly  low  in  the  weekly  account.  I  find  my  heart  so 
deceitful,  that  I  am  almost  discouraged  from  making  any  more  re- 
solutions.— ^Wherein  have  I  been  negligent  in  the  week  past ;  and 
how  could  I  have  done  better,  to  help  the  dreadful  low  estate  in 
which  I  am  sunk  ? 

Monday i  Jan.  21.  Before  sunrise,  answered  the  preceding 
questions  thus :  I  ought  to  have  spent  the  time  in  bewailing  my 
sins,  and  in  singing  Psams— especially  psalms  or  hymns  oi  peni- 
tence ;  these  duties  being  most  suited  to  die  frame  1  was  in.  I  do 
not  spend  time  enough  in  endeavouring  to  aj9ect  myself  with  the 
glories  of  Christianity. — Fell  short  in  the  monthly  account.  It 
seems  to  me,  that  I  am  faUen  from  my  former  sense  of  the  pleas- 
antness of  religion. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  b.—At  night.  I  have  thought,  that  this  being  so 
exceedingly  careful,  and  so  particularly  anxious,  to  force  myself  to 
think  of  religion,  at  aU  times,  has  exceedingly  distracted  my  mind, 
and  made  me  altogether  unfit  for  that,  and  every  thing  else.  I 
have  thought,  that  diis  caused  the  dreadful  low  condition  I  was  b 
on  the  15th  of  January.  I  think  that  I  stretched  myself  farther 
than  I  could  bear,  and  so  broke. — ^But  now,  it  seems  to  me,  though 
I  know  not  why,  tiiat  I  do  not  do  enough  to  prepare  for  another 
world.  I  do  not  seem  to  press  forward,  to  fight  and  wrestle,  as  the 
Apostles  used  to  speak.  I  do  not  seem  so  gready  and  constantly 
to  mortify  and  deny  myself,  as  the  mortificaticMi  of  which  they 
speak  represents.  Therefore,  wherem  ought  I  to  do  more  in  this 
way  ? — ^I  answer :  I  am  again  grown  too  careless  about  eating, 
drinking  and  sleeping — ^not  careful  enough  about  evil  speaking. 

Saturday,  Feb.  16.  I  do  certainly  know  that  I  love  holiness, 
such  as  the  Gospel  prescribes.  At  night.  For  the  time  past  of 
my  life,  1  have  been  negligent,  in  that  I  have  not  sufficiendy  kept 
up  that  part  of  divine  worship,  singing  the  praise  of  God  in  secret, 
and  with  company. — ^I  have  been  negligent  the  month  past,  in  these 
thiee  tilings.  1  have  not  been  watchful  enough  over  my  appetites, 
in  eating  and  drinking;  in  rising  too  late  in  the  morning;  and  in 
not  applying  myself  widi  sufficient  application  to  the  duty  of  secret 
prayer. 

Sabbath  day,  Feb.  17. — JK^ear  sunset.  Renewedly  promised, 
that  I  will  accept  of  God  for  my  whole  portion,  and  diat  I  will  be 
contented,  whatever  else  I  am  denied.  I  will  not  murmur  nor  be 
grieved,  whatever  prosperity  upon  any  account  I  see  others  enjoy^ 
and  I  am  denied.     To  this  I  have  lately  acted  contrary. 

Thursday,  Feb.  21.  I  perceive  that  I  never  yet  have  adequate- 
ly known,  what  was  meant  by  being  weaned  from  the  world,  by  not 
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laying  up  treasure  on  earth,  but  in  heaven,  by  not  having  our  por- 
tion in  this  life,  by  making  the  concerns  of  another  life  our  whole 
business,  by  taking  God  for  our  whole  portion.  I  find  my  heart, 
in  great  part,  yet  adheres  to  the  earth.  O  that  it  might  be  quite 
separated  from  thence.  I  find  when  I  have  power  and  reputation 
as  others,  I  am  uneasy,  and  it  does  not  satisfy  me  to  tell  me,  that  I 
have  chosen  God  for  my  whole  portion,  and  that  I  have  promised 
ID  rest  entirely  contented  with  hun. 

Saturday,  Feb^  23.  I  find  myself  miserably  negligent,  and  thatl 
might  do  twice  the  business  that  I  do,  if  I  were  set  upon  it.  See  how 
soon  my  thoughts  of  this  matter,  will  be  difiering  from  what  they  are 
now.  I  have  been  indulging  a  horrid  laziness  a  good  while,  and  did  not 
know  it.  I  can  do  seven  times  as  much  in  the  same  time  now,  as 
I  can  at  other  times,  not  because  my  faculties  are  in  better  tune ; 
but  because  of  the  fire  of  diligence  that  I  feel  burning  within  me. 
If  I  could  but  always  continue  so,  I  should  not  meet  with  one  quar- 
ter of  the  trouble.  I  should  run  the  christian  race  much  better, 
and  should  go  out  of  the  world  a  much  better  man. 

Saturday^  March  2.  O  how  much  more  base  and  vile  am  I, 
when  I  feel  pride  working  in  me,  than  when  I  am  in  a  more  hum- 
We  disposition  of  mind !  How  much,  how  exceedingly  much, 
more  lovely  is  an  humble,  than  a  proud,  disposition !  I  now  plainly 
perceive  it,  and  am  really  sensible  of  it.  How  immensely  more 
pleasant  is  an  humble  delight,  than  a  high  thought  of  myseli !  How 
much  better  do  I  feel,  when  I  am  truly  humbling  myself,  than  when 
I  am  pleasing  myself  with  my  own  perfections.  O  how  much 
pleasanter  is  humility,  than  pride.  O  that  God  would  fill  me  with 
exceeding  great  humility,  and  that  he  would  ever  more  keep  me 
from  all  pride.  The  pleasures  of  humility  are  really  the  most  re- 
fined, mward  and  exquisite,  delights  in  the  world.  How  hateful 
is  a  proud  man.  How  hateful  is  a  worm,  that  lifts  up  itself  with 
pride  !  What  a  foolish,  silly,  miserable,  blind,  deceived,  poor  worm 
am  I,  when  pride  works  !  At  night. — I  have  lately  been  negligent 
as  to  reading  the  Scriptures.  Notwithstanding  my  resolutions  on 
Saturday  was  se'night,  I  have  not  been  sedutous  and  diligent  enough. 

Wednesday,  March  6. — JVear  sunset.  Regarded  the  doctrines 
of  Election,  Free  Grace,  our  Inability  to  do  any  thing  without 
the  grace  of  God,  and  that  Holiness  is  entirely,  throughout,  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  with  greater  pleasure  than  ever  before. 
.  Thursday,  March  7.  I  think  I  now  suffer  from  not  forcing  my- 
self enough  on  religious  thoughts. 

Saturday  night,  March  24.  I  intend,  if  I  am  ever  settled,  to 
concert  measures,  and  study  methods,  of  doing  good  in  the  world, 
and  to  draw  up  rules  of  actme  in  this  matter,  in  writing,  of  all  the 
methods  I  can  possibly  devise,  by  which  I  can  in  any  respect  do  good. 

Saturday  mght,  March  31.  This  week  I  have  been  too  ctfr*- 
kss  about  eating. 
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Monday  momingy  April  1.  I  think  it  best  not  to  allow  mysdf 
to  laugh  at  the  faults,  follies  and  infirmities,  of  others. 

Saturday  nighty  April  7.  This  week  I  found  myself  so  far 
gone,  that  it  seemed  to  me  I  should  never  recover  more.  Let  God 
of  his  mercy  return  unto  me,  and  no  more  leave  me  thus  to  sink 
and  decay !  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  without  thy  help  I  shall  fall, 
innumerable  times,  notwithstanding  all  my  resolutions,  how  often 
soever  repeated. 

Saturday  night,  April  13.  I  could  pray  mcwe  heartily  this  night 
for  the  forgiveness  of  my  enemies,  than  ever  before. — ^I  am  some- 
what apt,  after  having  asked  one  petition  over  many  times,  to  be 
weary  of  it;  but  I  am  now  resolved  not  to  give  way  to  such  a  dis- 
position. 

Wednesday  forenoon,  May  1.  Last  night  I  came  home,  after 
my  melancholy  parting  from  New  York. 

I  have  always,  in  every  different  state  of  life  I  have  hitherto 
been  in,  thought  that  the  troubles  and  difficulties  of  that  state  were, 
greater,  than  those  of  any  other  state  that  I  proposed  to  be  in ;  and 
when  I  have  altered,  with  assurance  of  mendmg  myself,  I  have  still 
thought  the  same,  yea  that  the  difficulties  of  that  state  are  greater 
than  those  of  that  I  left  last.  Lord,  grant  that  from  hence  I  may 
learn  to  withdraw  my  thoughts,  affections,  desires  and  expectaticms 
entirely  from  the  world,  and  may  fix  them  upon  the  heavenly  state, 
where  there  is  fubess  of  joy  ;  where  reigns  heavenly,  sweet,  calm 
and  delightful  love  without  alloy  ;  where  there  are  continually  the 
dearest  expressions  of  this  love ;  where  there  is  the  enjoyment  of 
this  love  without  ever  parting  ;  and  where  those  persons,  who  ap- 
pear so  lovely  in  this  world,  will  be  inexpressibly  more  lovely,  and 
full  of  love  to  us.  How  sweetly  will  those,  who  thus  mutually  love, 
join  togetlier  in  singing  the  praises  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  How 
full  will  it  fill  us  with  joy,  to  think  that  this  enjoyment,  these  sweet 
exercises,  will  never  cease  or  come  to  an  end,  but  will  last  to  all 
eternity.  Remember  after  journeys,  removals,  overtumings  and 
alterations  in  the  stat^  of  my  life,  to  reflect  and  consider,  whether 
therein  I  have  managed  the  best  way  possible  respecting  my  soul ; 
and  before  such  alterations,  if  foreseen,  to  resolve  how  to  act. 

Thursday,  May  2. — Afternoon,  I  observe  this,  that  when  I  was 
at  New  York,  when  I  meditated  on  things  of  a  religious  nature,  I 
used  to  ccMiceive  of  myself  as  walking  in  the  fields  at  home ;  but 
now  I  am  at  home,  I  conceive  of  myself  as  walking  in  the  fields, 
which  I  used  to  frequent  at  New  York.  I  think  it  a  very  good 
way,  to  examine  dreams  every  morning  when  I  awake ;  what  are 
the  nature,  circumstances,  principles  and  ends  of  my  imaginary 
actions  and  passions  in  them ;  in  order  to  discern  what  are  my  pre- 
vailing inclinations,  &ic. 

Saturday  night,  May  4.  Although  I  have,  in  some  measure, 
subdued  a  disposition  to  chide  and  fret,  yet  I  find  a  certain  inclina- 
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tton,  wiiieh  is  not  agreeable  to  christian  sweetness  of  temper  and 
conversation:  either  too  much  dogmaticalness  or  too  much  egotism, 
a  disposition  to  manifest  my  own  dislike  and  scorn,  and  my  own 
freedom  from  those  which  are  innocent,  sinless,  yea  common  infir- 
mities of  men,  and  many  other  such  like  thbgs.  O  that  God 
would  help  me  to  discover  all  the  flaws  and  defects  of  my  temper 
and  OHiversation,  and  help  me  in  the  difficult  work  of  amending 
them ;  and  that  he  would  grant  me  so  full  a  measure  of  vital  chris- 
tiani^,  that  the  foimdation  of  all  these  disagreeable  irregularides 
may  be  destroyed,  and  the  contrary  sweetnesses  and  beauties  may 
of  themselves  naturally  follow. 

Sabbath  mortUng^  May  5.     Made  the  47th  Resolution. 
Monday  meming,  May  6.      I  think  it  best  commonly  to  com« 
befcure  Crod  three  times  in  a  day,  except  I  find  a  great  inaptitude  \» 
that  duty. 

Saturday  nighty  May  11.  I  have  been  to  blame,  the  month 
past,  in  not  laying  violence  enough  to  my  inclination,  to  force  my- 
self to  a  better  improvement  of  time.  Have  been  tardy  with  re- 
spect to  die  47th  Resolution.  Have  also  been  negligent  about 
keepinz  my  thoughts,  when  Joining  with  others  in  prayer. 

Samathday  mornings  May  12.  I  have  lost  tnat  relish  of  the 
Scriptures  and  other  good  books,  which  I  had  five  or  six  months 
ago.  Resolved,  When  I  find  in  myself  the  least  disposition  to  ex- 
ercise good  nature,  that  I  will  then  strive  most  to  feel  good  na- 
turedly.  At  noon. — Observe  to  remember  the  meditations  which 
I  had  at  Westchester,  as  I  was  coming  firom  New  York;  and  those 
which  I  had  in  the  orchard ;  and  those  under  the  oak-tree.  This 
day,  and  the  last  night,  I  read  over  and  reviewed  diose  reflexions 
and  remarks,  which  I  find  to  be  a  veiy  beneficial  thing  to  me. — 
After  the  afternoon  meeting. — ^I  think  I  find  in  my  heart  to  be  glad 
mm  the  hopes  I  have,  that  my  eternity  b  to  be  spent  in  spiritual 
and  holy  joys,  arising  from  the  manifestation  of  God's  love,  an  d 
the  exercise  of  holiness,  and  a  burning  love  to  him. 

Saturday  night.  May  18.  This  week  past,  spent  in  joume3ring 
to  Norwich,  and  the  towns  thereabouts.  This  day  returned,  and 
received  a  letter,  from  my  dear  firiend,  Mr.  John  Smith. — ^The 
last  Wednesday,  took  up  a  resolution,  to  refrain  fix>m  all  manner  of 
evil  speaking,  for  one  week,  to  try  it,  and  see  the  efi^t  of  it :  hop- 
ing, ii  that  evil  speaking,  which  I  used  to  allow  myself  in,  and  to 
account  lawful,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  I  have  formed  concern- 
ing it,  were  not  lawful,  or  best,  I  should  hereby  discover  it,  and  get 
the  advantage  of  temptaticms  to  it,  and  so  deceive  myself,  into  a 
strict  adherence  to  my  duty,  respecting  that  matter ; — ^that  that  cor- 
ruption, which  I. cannot  conquer  by  main  strength,  I  may  get  the 
victory  of  by  stratagem.  I  find  the  effect  of  it  already  to  be,  to 
make  me  apt  to  taie  it  for  granted,  that  what  I  have  reselved  on 
this  week,  is  a  duty  to  be  observed  for  ever. 
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I  now  plainly  perceive,  what  great  obligations  I  am  under,  to  love 
and  honour  my  parents.  I  have  great  reason  to  believe,  that  their 
counsel  and  education,  have  been  my  making;  though,  in  the  time 
of  it,  it  seemed  to  do  me  so  litde  good.  I  have  good  reason  to 
hope,  that  their  prayers  for  me  have  been,  in  many  things,  very 
powerful  and  prevalent,  that  God  has,  in  many  things,  taken  me 
under  his  care  and  guidance,  provision  and  direction,  in  answer  to 
their  prayers  for  me.     I  was  never  made  so  sensible  of  it,  as  now. 

I  think  it  the  best  way,  in  general,  not  to  seek  for  honour,  in  any 
other  way,  than  by  seeking  to  be  good,  and  to  do  good.     I  may 

fursue  knowledge,  religion,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  man- 
ind,  with  the  utmost  vigour ;  but,  am  to  leave  the  honour  of  it, 
entirely  at  (Jod's  disposal,  as  a  thing  with  which  I  have  no  immedi- 
ate concern ;  no,  not  although,  by  possessmg  that  hbnour,  I  have 
the  greater  opportunity  to  do  good. 

Mem.  To  be  particularly  careful,  lest  I  should  be  tardy  in  any 
point,  wherein  I  nave  been  negligent,  or  have  erred,  in  days,  weeks, 
months,  or  years  past. 

Sabbathniay  morning,  May  19.  With  respect  to  my  journey 
last  week,  I  was  not  careful  enough,  to  watch  opportunities  of  sol- 
enmly  approaching  to  (Jod,  three  times  a  day.  The  last  week, 
when  I  was  about  to  take  up  the  Wednesday  resolution,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  me,  in  my  thoughts,  to  omit  it  until  I  got  home  again,  be- 
cause there  would  be  a  more  convenient  opportunity.  Thus  am  I 
ready  to  look  at  any  thing  as  an  excuse,  to  grow  slack  in  my  Chris- 
tian course. — At  night.  Concluded  to  add  to  my  enquiries,  as  to  the 
spending  of  time — at  the  beginning  of  the  day,  or  the  period.  What 
can  I  do  for  the  good  of  men  ? — and,  at  the  end.  What  have  I  done 
for  their  good  ? 

Tuesday  morning y  May  21,  My  conscience  is,  undoubtedly, 
more  calm,  since  my  last  Wednesday  resolution,  than  it  was  before. 

Wednesday  morning ,  May  22.  Memorandum.  To  take  special 
care  of  the  allowing  things :  evil  speaking,  fretting,  eating,  drink- 
ing and  sleeping,  speaking  simple  verity,  joining  in  prayer,  slighti- 
ness  in  secret  prayer,  listlessness  and  negligence,  and  thoughts  that 
cherish  sin. 

Saturday  momingy  May  25.  As  I  was  this  morning  reading  the 
17th  Resolution,  it  was  suggested  to  me,  that  if  I  were  now  to  die, 
I  should  wish  that  I  had  prayed  more,  that  God  would  make  me 
know  my  state,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  and  that  I  had  taken 
more  pains  and  care,  to  see  and  narrowly  search  into  that  matter. 
Wherefore,  Mem.  for  the  future,  most  nicely  and  diligently  to  look 
into  the  opinions  of  our  old  divines,  concerning  conversion.  This 
morning  made  the  48th  Resolution. 

Monday  afternoon^  May  27.  Memorandum.  Not  only  to  keep 
from  an  air  of  dislike,  anger  and  fretfulness,  in  discourse  or  conver- 
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sadon ;  but,  let  me  also  have  as  much  of  an  appearance  of  love^ 
cheerfulness,  and  benignity,  as  may  be,  with  a  good  grace, — ^Thesa 
following  things,  especially,  to  beware  of,  in  order  to  the  better  ob- 
servation of  the  47th  Resolution :  distrust,  discontent,  uneasjncss, 
and  a  complaining  temper,  self-opinion,  self-confidence,  melancho- 
ly, moroseness,  shght  antipathy,  privacy,  indolence,  and  want  of 
resolution — to  beware  of  any  thing,  in  discourse  or  conversation, 
that  savours  of  these. 

Saturday  night,  June  8,  at  Boston.  When  I  find  mysell  listless 
and  dull,  and  not  easily  affected  by  reading  religious  books,  tiien  to 
read  my  resolutions,  remarks,  reflexions,  fac. — One  thing,  diat 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  me,  in  reading  to  my  profit,  would 
be,  the  endeavouring,  wi&  all  my  might,  to  keep  the  imagv  and 
picture  of  the  thing  in  my  mind,  and  be  careful  that  I  do  not  lose 
it,  in  the  chain  of  the  discourse. 

Sabbathrday,  June  9,  c^er  the  afternoon  meeting.  Mem.  When 
I  fear  misfortunes,  to  examine  whetlier  I  have  done  my  duty ;  and 
at  the  same  time,  to  resolve  to  do  it,  and  let  it  go,  and  be  concern- 
ed about  nothing,  but  my  duty  and  my  sin. 

Saturday  momingy  June  15,  o^  Windsor.  Have  been  to  blame, 
this  journey,  with  respect  to  strict  temperance,  in  eating,  drinking 
and  sleeping,  and  in  suffering  too  small  matters  to  give  interruption 
to  my  wonted  chain  of  religious  exercises. — Concluded  to  protract 
the  Wednesday  Resolution,  to  the  end  of  my  life. 

Tuesday  morning  June  18.  Mem.  To  do  that  part,  which  I 
convenienUy  can,  of  my  stated  exercise,  while  about  other  business, 
such  as  self-examination,  resolutions,  &cc.,  that  I  may  do  the  re- 
mainder in  less  time. 

Friday  afternoon,  June  21 .  I  have  abundant  cause,  O  my  mer- 
ciful Father,  to  love  thee  ardently,  and  gready,  to  bless  and  praise 
thee,  that  thou  hast  heard  me,  in  my  earnest  request,  and  so  hast  an- 
swered my  prayer,  for  mercy,  to  keep  me  from  decay  and  sinking. 
O,  gracioiisly,  of  thy  mere  goodness,  still  continue  to  pity  my  miserj', 
by  reason  of  my  sinfulness.  O,  my  dear  Redeemer,  1  commit  my- 
self, together  with  my  prayer  and  thanksgiving,  into  thine  hand ! 

Saturday  morning,  June  22.  Altered  the  36th  Resolution,  to 
make  it  the  same  with  the  Wednesday  Resolution.  If  I  should 
take  special  care,  every  day,  to  rise  above,  or  not  to  fall  belou ,  or 
to  faU  as  litde  as  I  possibly  could,  below  what  I  was  tlie  day  be- 
fore, it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  me. — ^I  take  notice,  that 
most  of  these  determinations,  when  I  first  resolve  them,  seem  as  if 
they  would  be  much  more  beneficial,  than  I  find  them. 

Tuesday  morning,  June  25.  Last  Sabbath,  at  Boston,  reading 
the  6th,  7th,  and  sSi  verses  of  the  6th  to  the  Ephesians,  concluded 
that  it  would  be  much  to  my  advantage,  to  take  the  greatest  care, 
never  to  do  any  thing  but  my  duty,  and  then  to  do  it  unllingly,  cheer- 
fully, and  gladly,  whatever  danger  or  unpleasant  circumstances  it 
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may  be  attended  with ;  with  good-will  doing  it,  as  to  the  Lord,  fiot 
as  pleasing  man,  or  mysejf,  knowing  that  whatsoever  good  thing 
any  man  doth,  the  same  ^all  he  receive  of  the  Lord. 

Saturday  mornings  June  26.  It  is  best  to  be  careful  in  prayer, 
tiox  to  put  up  those  petitions,  of  which  I  do  not  feel  a  sincere  de- 
sire :  thereby,  my  prayer  is  rendered  less  sincere,  less  acceptable 
to  God,  and  less  useful  to  myself. 

Monday  noon^  July  1.  I  find  I  am  not  careful  enough,  to  keep 
out  all  thoughts,  but  religious  ones,  on  the  Sabbath.  When  I  find 
the  least  uneasiness,  in  doing  my  duty,  to  fly  to  the  43d  Resolution* 

Wednesday  night,  July  3.  I  am  too  negligent,  with  respect  to 
improving  petty  opportunities  of  doing  good;  thinking,  that  the 
good  will  be  very  small,  and  unextended,  and  not  worth  the  pains. 
Resohedj  to  regulate  this,  as  that  which  is  wrong,  and  what  ought 
not  to  be. — ^Again  confirmed,  by  experience,  of  the  happy  efiects 
of  a  strict  temperance,  with  respect  both  to  body  and  mind. 

Thursday  morning,  July  4.  The  last  night,  in  bed,  when  flunk- 
ing of  death,  I  thought,  if  I  was  then  to  die,  that,  which  would  make 
me  die,  in  the  least  degree  fearfully,  would  be,  the  want  of  a  trust- 
ing and  reiving  on  Jesus  Christ,  so  distincdy  and  plainly,  as  has 
been  descnbed  by  divines;  my  not  havinc  experienced  so  particular 
a  venturing,  and  entirely  trustmg  my  som  on  Christ,  after  the  fears 
of  hell,  and  terrws  of  the  Lord,  encouraged  by  the  mercy,  faith- 
fulness and  promises,  of  God,  and  the  gracious  mvitations  oi  Christ. 
Then,  I  thought  I  could  go  out  of  the  world,  as  much  assured  of 
my  salvation,  as  I  was  of  Christ's  faithfiilness,  knowing  that,  if 
Christ  did  not  fail  me,  he  would  save  me,  who  had  trusted  in  him,  on 
his  word.  At  night. — ^Whenever  things  begin  to  seem  in  the  least 
out  of  order,  when  things  begin  to  feel  uneasy  within,  or  irregular 
without,  then  to  examine  myself,  by  the  strictest  examination. — 
Resolved,  for  the  future,  to  observe  rather  more  of  meekness,  mod- 
eration and  temper,  in  disputes. 

Friday  morning,  July  6.  Last  night,  when  thinking  what  I 
should  wish  I  had  done,  that  I  had  not  done,  if  I  was  then  to  die  ; 
I  thought  I  should  wish,  that  I  had  been  more  importunate  with 
God,  to  fit  me  for  death,  and  lead  me  into  all  truth,  and  that  I  might 
not  be  deceived,  about  the  state  of  my  soul. — ^In  the  forenoon,  made 
the  50th  Resolution. 

Thursday  night,  July  11.  This  day,  too  impatient,  at  the 
Church  meeting.  Snares  and  briars  have  been  in  my  way,  this 
afternoon.  It  is  good,  at  such  times,  for  one  to  manifest  good  na- 
ture, even  to  one's  disadvantage,  and  so  as  would  be  imprudent,  at 
other  times. 

Saturday  morning,  July  13.  Transferred  the  conclusion  of 
June  9,  to  the  Resolution,  No.  57 ;  and  the  conclusion  of  May 
27,  to  No.  58  ;  and  May  12,  and  July  11,  to  No.  59 ;  and  of  July 
4,  at  night,  to  No.  60 ;  and  of  May  24,  to  No.  61 ;  and  of  Jun« 
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36f  to  No.  62  ;  and|  about  noon,  the  Resolution  of  January  14,  to 
No.  63. — ^In  times  past,  I  have  been  too  free,  in  judging  of  the 
beans  of  men,  from  their  actions. 

Thursday  J  July  18,  near  sunset.  Resolved^  to  make  sure  of 
that  sign,  which  the  Apostle  James  gives,  of  a  perfect  man :  James 
iii.  2.  "  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man, 
and  able,  also,  to  bridle  the  whole  body. 

Friday  cfiemoan^  July  19.  1  Peter,  ii.  18.  Servants,  be  sub- 
ject to  your  masters,  with  all  fear  ;  not  only  to  the  good  and  gen- 
tle, but  also  to  the  froward  :  How  then,  ought  children  to  honour 
their  pa)rents. — ^T^iis  verse,  together  with  Uie  two  following,  viz. 
**  For  this  is  thank-worthy,  if  a  man,  for  conscience  toward  (rod, 
endure  grief,  suffering  wrongfully ;  for  what  glory  is  it,  if,  when  ye 
be  buffeted  for  your  Faults,  ye  shall  take  it  patiently ;  but  if,  when 
ye  do  well  and  suffer  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently,  this  is  acceptable 
with  God." 

Saturday  noon^  July  20.  Dr.  Manton's  Sermon,  on  the  119th 
Psahi,  pp.  140,  141,  Of  Evil-spealdng,  Use  2d.  To  them  that 
either  devise  or  receive  reproaches.  Both  are  very  sinful.  Hy- 
pocrites, and  men  that  put  themselves  into  a  garb  of  religion,  are 
all  for  censuring,  take  a  mighty  freedom  that  way  :  these  men  be- 
wray the  rottenness  of  their  hearts. — ^Alas,  in  our  own  sight,  we 
should  be  the  worst  of  men.  The  children  of  God  do  ever  thus 
q)eak  of  ^lemselves,  as  the  least  of  saints,  the  greatest  of  sinners-— 
"more  brutish  than  any  man"— "  of  sinners,  ^^reof  I  am  the 
chief."  You  rob  them  of  tiie  most  precious  treasure.  He  that 
robs  thee  of  thy  name,  is  the  worst  kmd  of  thief.  Prov.  xxii.  1. 
"  A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen,  than  great  riches." — Object. 
But,  must  we,  in  no  case,  speak  evil  of  another ;  or  may  we  not 
speak  of  another's  sin,  in  any  case  ? — Solution  1 .  It  is  a  very  hard 
matter,  to  speak  evil  of  another,  without  sin. — ^In  one  way,  or  an- 
other, we  shall  dash  upon  the  command  :  better  let  it  alone. — ^If 
you  speak  of  the  failings  of  another,  it  should  be,  with  tenderness, 
and  grief;  as,  when  they  are  incorrigible,  and  likely  to  infect 
others ;  or,  when  it  is  for  the  manifest  glory  of  God. — ^To  them, 
that  receive  the  slander ;  he  is  a  slanderer,  who  wrongs  his  neighr 
bour's  credit,  by  upholding  an  ill-report  against  him. 

Monday  afternoon^  July  22.  I  find,  it  would  be  desirable,  on 
many  accounts,  always  to  endeavor,  to  wear  a  b<^nign  aspect,  and 
air  of  acting  and  speaking,  in  all  companies,  except  it  should  so 
happen,  that  du^  requires  it  otherwise. — ^lam  afr^d,  lamnowde- 
fective,  in  not  doing  whatever  my  hand  finds  to  do,  with  my  might, 
with  respect  to  my  particular  affairs.  Remember  to  watch,  see 
and  know  how  it  is.  Vid.  Aug.  31. — ^I  see  there  b  danger,  of  my 
being  drawn  into  transgression,  by  the  power  of  such  temptations, 
as  the  fear  of  seeming  uncivil,  and  of  offending  firiends.  Watch 
s^amst  it.^ — ^I  might  ^  help  myself,  and  jex  not  hurt  myself,  W 
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going,  Trith  greater  expedition,  fix)m  one  thing  to  another,  witfaottt 
bei^  quite  so  nice. 

Tuesday  cftemoon^  July  23.  When  I  find  those  groaning^ 
which  cannot  be  uttered^  of  which  the  Aposde  speaks,  and  th<we 
sotd-breakings  for  the  longing  it  hathy  of  wWch  the  Psahnist 
speaks,  (Ps.  cxix^  20,)  Resolvedj  to  favour  and  promote  than,  to 
tne  utmost  of  my  power,  and  not  to  be  weary  of  earnestly  endeav- 
ouring to  vent  my  desires,  and  not  to  be  weary  of  the  repetitions  of 
such  earnestness. 

To  count  it  all  joy,  when  I  have  occasions  of  great  self-denial; 
because,  then,  I  have  a  glorious  opportunity  of  giving  deadly 
wounds  to  the  body  of  sin,  and  of  gireatly  corffi-ming,  and  estab- 
lishing the  new  creature.  I  seek  to  mortify  sin,  and  increase  in 
holiness.     These  are  the  best  opportunities,  according  to  Jan.  14. 

To  improve  afflictions,  of  all  kinds,  as  blessed  opportunities  of 
forcibly  bearing  on,  in  my  Christian  course,  notwidistanding  that 
which  is  so  very  apt  to  discourage  me,  and  to  damp  the  vigour  of 
ray  mind,  and  to  make  me  lifeless  ;  also,  as  opportunities  of  trust- 
ing and  confiding  in  God,  and  getting  a  habit  o(  so  domg^  accord- 
ing to  the  57th  Resolution  ;  and  as  an  oppcurtunity  of  rending  my 
heart  offfirom  the  world,  and  setting  it  on  heaven  alone,  according 
to  Jan.  10,  and  the  43d  and  45th  Resolutions ;  and  according  to 
Jan.  12,  Feb.  17,  and  21,  and  May  1. — ^To  improve  them,  Sso, 
as  opportunities  to  repent  of,  and  bewail  my  sin,  and  abhor  myself, 
and  as  a  blessed  opportunity  to  exercise  patience,  to  trust  in  Grod, 
and  divert  my  mind  fix)m  the  affliction,  by  fixing  myself  b  religious 
exercises.  Also,  let  me  comfort  myself,  that  it  is  the  very  nature 
of  afflictions,  to  make  the  heart  better ;  and,  if  I  am  made  better  by 
them,  what  need  I  be  concerned,  however  grievous  they  seem,  for 
the  present. 

Wednesday  night,  July  24.  I  begin  to  find  the  success  of  my 
striving,  in  joining  with  odiers,  in  the  worship  of  God ;  insomuch, 
that  there  is  a  prospect,  of  making  it  easy  and  delightful,  and  very 

Profitable,  in  time.  Wherefore,  Resolved,  not  to  cease  striving, 
ut  to  continue  it,  and  re-double  it. 
Thursday  morning,  July  25.  Altered,  and  anew  established, 
the  8th  Resolution.  Also,  established  my  determination  of  April 
1. — Memorandum. .  At  a  convenient  time,  to  make  an  alphabet  of 
these  Resolutions  and  Remarks,  that  I  may  be  able  to  educe  t^em, 
on  proper  occasions,  suitable  to  the  condition  I  am  in,  and  the  du^ 
I  am  engaged  in. 

Friday  afternoon,  July  26.  To  be  particularly  careful,  to  keg[) 
up,  inviolably,  a  trust  and  reliance,  ease  and  entire  rest,  in  God,  in 
all  conditions,  accx)rding  to  die  57th  Resolution;  for  this,  I  have 
found  to  be  wonderfully  advantageous  to  me. — At  night.  Resolved, 
very  much  to  exercise  myself  in  this,  all  my  life  long :  via.  widi 
the  greatest  openness,  of  which  I  am  capable,  to  declare  my  ways 
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ID  Ciod,  and  lay  open  my  soul  to  him : — all  my  sins,  temptationst 
difficulties,  sorrows,  fears,  hopes,  desires,  and  every  thing,  and  ev- 
ery circumstance,  according  to  Dr.  Manton's  27th  Sermon,  on  the 
119th  Psabn. 

Saturday  forenoon^  July  27,  When  I  am  violendy  beset  with 
temptation,  or  cannot  rid  myself  of  evil  thoughts,  to  do  some  sum 
in  Arithmetic,  or  Geometry,  or  some  other  study,  which  necessarily 
ei^ages  all  my  thoughts,  and  unavoidably  keeps  them  from  wan- 
dering. 

Monday  afternoon^  July  29.  When  I  am  concerned  how  I  shall 
prepare  any  thin^o  public  acceptance,  to  be  very  careful  that  I 
have  it  very  cleaA  me,  to  do  what  is  duty  and  prudence  in  the 
matter. — ^I  sometimes  find  myself  able  to  trust  God,  and  to  be  pretty 
easy  when  the  event  is  uncertain;  but  I  find  it  difficult,  when  I  am 
convinced  beforehand,  that  the  event  will  be  adverse.  I  find  that 
tins  arises,  1.  From  my  want  of  faith,  to  believe  that  that  particular 
advantage  will  be  more  to  my  advantage,  than  disadvantage:  2. 
From  the  want  of  a  due  sense  of  the  real  preferableness  of  that 
good,  which  will  be  obtained,  to  that  which  is  lost:  3.  From  the 
want  of  a  spirit  of  adoption. 

Tuesday  m^ht^  July  30.  Have  concluded  to  endeavour  to 
work  myself  mto  duties  by  searchiug  and  tracing  back  all  the 
real  reasons  why  I  do  them  not,  and  narrowly  searc^g  out  all  the 
subde  subterfuges  of  my  thoughts,  and  answering  them  to.  the  ut- 
most of  my  power,  that  I  may  know  what  are  the  very  fijrst  origi* 
Dais  of  my  defect,  as  with  respect  to  want  of  repentance,  love  to 
God,  loathing  of  myself, — to  do  this  sometimes  in  sermons. — Vid. 
Resolution  8.  Especially,  to  take  occasion  thereirom,  to  bewail 
those  sins  6f  which  I  have  been  guilty,  that  are  akin  to  them;  as 
for  instance,  from  pride  in  others,  to  take  occasion  to  bewail  my 
pride;  firom  their  malice,  to  take  (Kcasion  to  bewail  the  same  in 
myself :  when  I  am  evil-spoken  of,  to  take  occasion  to  bewail  my 
e^  speaking :  and  so  of  other  sins.  Mem.  To  receive  slanders 
and  reproaches,  as  glorious  opportunities  of  doing  this. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  July  31.  After  afflictions,  to  enquire, 
what  I  am  the  better  for  them ;  what  good  I  have  got  by  them  ;  and 
what  I  mi^t  have  got  by  them. — ^Never,  in  the  least,  to  seek  t6 
hear  sarcastical  relations  of  others'  faults.  Never  to  give  credit  to 
any  thing  said  against  others,  except  there  is  very  plain  reason  for 
it;  nor  to  behave  in  any  respect  otherwise  for  it. 

Sabbath  mornings  *dug,  4.  Concluded  at  last,  at  those  times 
when  I  am  m  the  best  frames,  to  set  down  the  aspirations  of  my 
heart,  a&soon  as  I  can  get  time. 

Tuesday  afternoon^  Aug.  6.  Very  much  convinced  of  the  ex- 
traordmary  deceitfiilness  of  the  heart,  and  how  exceedingly  affec- 
tion or  appetite  blinds  the  mind,  and  brings  it  into  entire  subjection. 
There  are  many  things  which  I  should  really  think  to  be  my  duty, 
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if  I  had  the  same  affections,  as  when  I  first  came  fixon  New  York  j 
wbi(^h  now  I  think  not  so  to  be.  How  doth  Appetite  stretch  the 
Reascm,  to  bring  both  ends  together. 

Wednesday  forenoon^  Aug.  7.  To  esteem  it  as  some  advan- 
tage, thatthe  duties  of  religion  are  difficult,  and  that  many  difficul- 
ties are  sometimes  to  be  gone  through,  in  the  way  of  duty.  Reli- 
gion is  the  sweeter,  and  what  is  gained  by  labour  is  abundantly 
more  precious,  as  a  woman  lores  her  child  the  more  for  having 
brought  it  forth  with  travail ;  and  even  to  Christ  Jesus  himsell -big 
mediatorial  glory,  his  victory  and  triumph,  the  kingdpm  which  he 
hath  obtained,  how  much  more  glorious  is  it,  how  much  more  ex- 
cellent and  precious,  for  his  having  wrou^t  it  o9by  such  agonies* 

Friday  afternoon^  Aug.  9.  With  respect  to  the  important  busi- 
ness which  I  have  now  on  hand,*  Resolved^  To  do  whatever  I  think 
to  be  duty,  prudence  and  diligence  in  the  matter,  and  to  avoid  os- 
tentation f  and  if  I  succeed  not,  and  how.  many  disappointments 
soever  I  meet  with,  to  be  entirely  easy ;  only  to  take  occasicm  to 
acknowledge  my  unworthiness ;  and  if  it  should  actually  not  succeed^ 
and  should  not  find  acceptance,  as  I  expected,  yet  not  to  afflict 
myself  about  it,  accordtng  to  the  57th  Resduticm.  At  m^A^.— One 
dung  that  may  be  a  good  hdp  towards  thinking  profitably  in  time» 
of  vacation,  is,  when  I  find  a  profitable  thou^t  that  I  can  fix  my 
mind  on,  to  fdlow  it  as  far  as  I  possibly  can  to  advantage. — ^I  mis- 
sed it,  when  a  graduate  at  Ck>llege,  both  in  pobt  of  duty  and  pru- 
dence, in  going  against  a  universal  benevolence  and  good-nature. 

Saturday  mormng^  Aug.  10.  Transferred  my  determinaticm  of 
July  23,  to  the  64th  Resolution,  and  that  of  July  26,  to  the  66th. 
About  sunset. — ^As  a  lielp  agamst  that  inward  shameful  hypocrisy, 
to  confess  frankly  to  myself  all  that  which  I  find  in  myself,  either 
infirmity  or  sin ;  also  to  confess  to  God,  and  open  the  whole  ease 
to  him,  when  it  is  what  concerns  religion,  and  humbly  and  earnesdy 
implore  of  him  the  help  that  is  needed ;  not  in  the  least  to  endea- 
vour to  smother  over  what  is  in  my  heart,  but  to  bring  it  all  out  U> 
(jod  and  my  conscience.  By  this  means,  I  may  arrive  at  a  greater 
knowledge  of  my  own  heart. — ^When  I  find  difficulty  in  finding  a 
subject  of  religious  meditation,  in  vacancies,  to  pitch  at  random  on 
ivhat  alights  to  my  thoughts,  and  to  go  from  that  to  other  things 
which  tliat  shall  bring  into  my  noind,  and  follow  this  progression  as 
a  clue,  till  I  come  to  what  I  can  meditate  on  with  profit  and  atten- 
tion, and  then  to  follow  that,  according  to  last  Thursday's  determi- 
nation. 

Sabbath  cftemoon^Aug.  11.  Resolved  always  to  do  that,  which 

"I  shall  wisli  I  had  done  when  I  see  others  do  it;  as,  for  instance^ 

sometimes  I  argue  with  myself,  that  such  an  act  of  good  nature, 

kindness,  forbearance  or  forgiveness,  &c.  is  not  my  duty,  because 

it  will  have  such  and  such  consequences :  yet  when  I  see  others  do 

*  Ferhapa  the  preparation  of  a  pubiic  exercise  for  the  colle|jre  coimnenc«^ 
ment,  when  he  received  his  Master's  Degree. 
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it,  then  it  appears  amiable  to  me,  and  I  wish  I  had  done  it,  and 
see  that  none  ef  these  feared  inconveniences  follow. 

Monday  mornings  Aug.  12.  The  chief  thing,  that  now  makes 
me  m  any  measure  to  question  my  good  estate,  is  my  not  hav- 
ing experienced  conversion  in  those  particular  steps,  wherein  the 
people  of  New  England,  and  anciently  the  Kssenters  of  Old  Eng- 
land, used  to  experience  it.  Wherefore,  now  resolved,  never  to 
leave  searching,  till  I  have  satisfyingly  found  out  the  very  bottom 
and  foundaticMtt,  the  real  reason,  why  diey  used  to  be  converted  in 
those  steps. 

'Tuesday  mamij^  Aug.  13.  Have  sinned,  in  not  being  careful 
enough  to  please  up  parents.  Afternoon.. — ^I  find  it  would  be 
very  much  to  my  advantage,  to-be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
Scriptures.  When  I  am  reading  doctrinal  books,  or  books  of  con- 
troversy, I  can  proceed  with  abundantly  more  confidence  :  can  sec 
cm  what  footing  and  foundation  I  stand. 

Saturday  noon^  Aug.  17.  Let  there,  in  the  general,  be  some- 
diing  of  benevolence  in  all  that  I  speak. 

'Tuesday  nighty  -^wg^-  20.  Not  carefol  aiough  in  watching  op- 
portunities of  bringing  in  christian  discourse  with  a  good  grace.  Do 
not  exercise  myself  half  enough  in  this  holy  art ;  neither  have  I 
courage  enough  to  carry  it  on  with  a  good  grace.     Vxd.  Sept.  2. 

Saturday  Mormng^  Aug.  24.  Have  not  practiced  quite  right 
about  revenge ;  though  I  have  not  done  any  thing  direcdy  out  oC 
revenge,  yet,  I  have  perhaps,  omitted  some  diings,  that  1  siiould 
otherwise  have  done ;  or  have  altered  the  circumstances  and  man- 
ner of  my  actions,  hoping  for  a  secret  sort  of  revenge  thereby.  I 
have  feh  a  litde  sort  of  satisfaction,  when  I  thought  that  such  an  evil 
would  haj^en  to  them  by  my  actions,  as  would  make  them  repent 
what  they  have  done.  To  be  satisfied  for  their  repenting,  wlien 
they  repent  firom  a  sense  of  their  error,  is  right.  But  a  satisfaction 
in  their  repentance,  because  of  the  evil  that  is  brought  upon  them^ 
is  Revenge.  This  is  in  some  measure,  a  taking  tlie  matter  out  of 
God's  hands  when  he  was  about  to  manage  it,  who  is  better  able  to 
plead  it  for  me.  Well,  therefore,  may  he  leave  me  to  boggle  at 
it. — JSTear  sunset.  I  yet  find  a  want  of  dependence  on  God,  to 
look  unto  him  for  success,  and  to  have  my  eyes  unto  him  for  his' 
gracious  disposal  of  the  matter :  for  want  of  a  sense  of  God's  par- 
ticular influence,  in  orderkig  and  directing  all  afiairs  and  business- 
es, of  whatever  nature,  however  naturally,  or  fortuitously,  they  may 
seem  to  succeed ;  and  for  want  of  a  sense  of  those  great  advanta- 
ges,  that  Would  follow  therefrom :  not  considering  tliat  God  will 
grant  success,  or  make  the  contrary  more  to  my  advantage ;  of 
will  make  the  advantage  accruing  from  die  unsuccessfulness,  more 
sensible  shid  apparent ;  or  will  make  it  of  less  present  and  outward 
disadvantage ;  or  will  some  way,  so  order  the  circumstances,  as  to 
make  the  unsuccessfulness  more  easy  to  bear ;  or  several,  or  all  of 
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these.  This  want  of  dependence,  is  likewise  for  want  of  the 
things  mentioned,  July  29, — Remember  to  examine  all  Nar- 
rations, I  can  call  to  mind ;  whether  they  are  exactly  according  to 
verity. 

Wednesday  nighty  Aug,  28.  When  I  want  books  to  read ;  yea, 
when  I  have  not  very  good  books,  not  to  spend  time  in  reading 
them,  but  in  reading  the  scriptures,  in  perusing  Resolutions,  Re- 
flexions, fac.,  in  writing  on  Types  of  the  ^ripture,  and  other 
things,  in  studying  the  Languages,  and  in  spending  more  time  in 
private  duties.  To  do  this,  when  there  is  a  prospect  of  wanting 
time  for  the  purpose.  Remember  as  soon  as  ^^,  to  get  a  piet^e 
of  slcUe^  or  something,  whereon  I  can  make  dfk  memorandums 
while  travelling. 

Thursday^  Aug.  29.  Two  ereat  Qu€Brenda  with  me  now  are : 
How  shall  I  make  advantage  of  all  the  time  I  spend  in  journeys? 
and  how  shall  I  make  a  glorious  improvement  of  afflictions. 

Saturdof^ight^  Aug,  31.  The  objection,  which  my  corrup- 
tions make  against  doing  whatever  my  hands  find  to  do  with  my 
might,  is,  that  it  is  a  constant  mortification.  Let  this  objection 
by  no  means  ever  prevail. 

Sabbath  Morning j  Sept.  I.  When  I  am  violently  beset  with 
worldly  thoughts,  for  a  relief,  to  think  of  Death,  and  the  doleful 
circumstances  of  it. 

Monday  Afternoon^  Sept.  2.  To  help  me  to  enter  with  a  good 
grace,  into  religious  conversation;  when  I  am  conversing  on  mo- 
rality, to  turn  it  over  by  application,  exemplification  or  otherwise, 
to  Christianity.  Vid.  Aug.  28  and  Jan.  15. — At  night.  There 
is  much  foUy,  when  I  am  quite  sure  I  am  in  the  right,  and  others 
are  positive  in  contradicting  me,  in  entering  into  a  vehement,  or 
long  debate  upon  it. 

Saturday^  Sept.  7.  Concluded  no  more  to  sufier  myself  to  be 
interrupted,  or  diverted  fi-om  important  business,  bv  those  things, 
from  which  I  expect,  though  some,  yet  but  littie  profit. 

Sabbath  Mornings  Sept.  8.  I  have  been  much  to  blame,  for 
expressing  so  much  impatience  for  delays  in  journeys,  and  the 
hke. 

Sabbath  Evenings  Sept.  22.  To  praise  (Jod,  by  singing  Psalms 
in  prose,'  and  by  singing  forth  the  meditations  of  my  heart  in  prose. 

Monday,  Sq^t.  23.  I  observe  that  old  men  seldom  have  any 
advantage  of  new  discoveries,  because  they  are  beside  the  way  of 
thinking,  to  which  they  have  been  so  long  used.  Resolved^  if  ever 
I  live  to  years,  that  I  will  be  impartial  to  hear  the  rea^ns  of  all 
pretended  discoveries,  and  receive  them  if  rational,  how  long  so- 
ever I  have  been  used  to  another  way  of  thinking.  My  time  is  so 
short,  that  I  have  not  time  to  perfect  mjrself  in  all  studies :  Where- 
fore resolved,  to  omit  and  put  off,  all  but  the  most  important  and 
needful  studies.* 

*  The  remainder  of  the  Diary  is  on  a  subsequent  page. 
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CHAPTER  nil. 

BSi  IWort Ato. — Sickness. — Invitation  to  Northampton. — Person- 
at  Narrative  continued. — Diary  concluded. 

Is  Sept,  172l|^e  went  to  New«Haven,  and  received  his  de« 
gree  of  Master  olArts,  when  he  was  elected  a  Tutor  in  the  Col- 
lege. About  this  time,  several  congregations  invited  him  to  become 
their  minister ;  but,  being  fond  of  study,  both  by  nature  and  habit, 
and  conscious  how  much  it  would  promote  his  own  usefulness,  in 
his  profession,  he  wisely  declined  their  proposals.  As  there  was 
no  immediate  vacancy,  in  the  office  of  Tutor,  he  passed  the  ensu- 
ing winter  and  spring  at  New-Haven,  in  study,  and  in  the  occasion- 
al discharge  of  the  active  duties  of  his  profession,  and  in  the  be- 
dnning  of  June,  1724,  entered  on  the  instruction  of  a  class  in  the 
College. 

The  period  of  his  tutorship,  was  a  period  of  great  difficulty.  For 
a  long  time,  befcMre  the  election  of  Mr.  Cutler  to  the  office  of  Rec- 
tor, the  College  had  been  in  a  state  of  open  revolt  against  the  legal 
government,  and,  as  we  have  already  seen,  had  wididrawn  from 
New-Havtti.  Two  years  after  his  election,  in  Jan.  1721,  there 
was  an  universal  insurrection  of  the  students,  which,  though  after 
eon^derable  eiibrt,  apparently  quieted,  resulted  in  a  state  of  ex- 
treme disorder  and  insubordination,  beyond  any  thing,  that  had 
been  known  before.*  In  1722,  Mr.  Cutler,  one  of  the  Tutors,  and 
two  of  the  neighbouring  ministers,  renounced  their  ccmnexion  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  publicly  declared  themselves  Epis- 
copalians. The  shock,  occasioned  by  this  event,  was  very  great, 
in  the  College,  in  the  town,  and  throughout  the  colony ;  and  a  se- 
ries of  controveraes  grew  out  of  it,  which  lasted  for  many  years. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  offices  of  these  gentlemen  were  vacat- 
ed, and  the  College  was  left,  for  four  years,  without  a  Head  :  the 
Trustees  residing,  by  turns,  at  the  College,  and  each,  in  rotation^ 
acting  as  vice-rector,  for  a  month.  Fortunately  however  for  the 
institudmi,  during  this  bereavement,  it  had  three  gentlemen,  in  the 
office  of  Tutor,  of  distinguished  talents  and  scholarship,  and  of 
great  resolution  and  finnness  of  character : — ^Mr.  William  Smith, 
of  the  class  of  1719,  add  chosen  Tutor  in  1722;  Mr.  Edwards; 

*  TLese  (kcia  are  partionliLrly  mentioned.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  t# 
his  father. 
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and  Mr.  Daniel  Edwards,  his  uncle,  class-mate  and  room-^ate, 
who  was  chosen  in  Sept.  1724.  On  these  three  gentlemen,  all  of 
whom  were  young  men,  devolved,  almost  exclusively,  the  govern- 
ment and  insUuction  of  the  College  ;  yet,  by  their  union,  energy, 
and  faithfulness,  they  introduced  among  the  students,  in  the  room 
of  their  former  negligence  and  misrule,  habits  of  close  study,  and 
exact  subordination ;  and,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  rendered  the 
institution,  beyond  what  it  had  long  been,  flourishing  aud  prosper- 
ous. The  late  President  Stiles,  who,  though  a  member  of  Col- 
lege a  considerable  Ume  after  this  period,,  was  personally  acquaint- 
ed with  the  three  gentlemen,  and  knew  well  tl^iistory  of  their  ad- 
ministration, has  left  an  eulogy  on  the  three  ^Pld,  of  the  highest 
character.  "  The  Honourable  William  Smith,  the  Honourable 
Daniel  Eidwards,  and  the  Rev.  President  Edwards,  were  the  pil- 
lar Tutors,  and  tlie  glory  of  the  College,  at  the  critical  period,  be- 
tween Rector  Cutler  and  Rector  Williams.  Their  tutorial  renown 
was  great  and  excellent.  They  filled  and  sustained  their  offices, 
widi  great  ability,  dignity,  and  honour.  For  the  honour  of  litera- 
ture, these  things  ought  not  to  be  forgotten." 

In  Sept.  1726,  immediately  after  3ie  commencement,  as  he  was 
preparing  to  set  out  for  his  father's  house,  he  was  taken  suddenly 
ill,  at  New-Haven ;  but,  hoping  that  the  illness  was  not  severe,  and 
anxious  to  be  at  home  if  he  was  to  be  sick,  he  set  out  for  Wind- 
sor. The  fatigue  of  travelling,  only  mcreased  his  ilbess,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  stop  at  Nordi-Haven,  at  the  house  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Stiles,  where  he  was  confined,  by  severe  sickness,  about  three 
months :  during  the  greater  part  of  diis  time,  his  mother  was  con- 
stantly with  him.  Her  husband,  writing  to  her  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, begs  her  to  spare  herself.  "  I  am  afiraid,  you  are  taking  too 
great  a  burden  on  yourself,  in  tending  your  son,  both  day  and  night. 
I  beg  of  you,  therefore,  not  only  to  take  care  of  him,  but  of  your- 
self also.  Accept,  rather,  of  the  kindness  of  the  neighbours,  in 
watching  over  again,  than  outbid  your  own  strength,  which  is  but 
small,  by  overdoing."  She  could  not  leave  him,  till  about  the 
middle  of  November ;  and  it  was  some  time  in  the  winter,  before 
he  could  go  to  his  father's  house.  In  this  sickness,  he  speaks  of 
himself,  as  having  enjoyed  new,  and  most  refireshmg,  manifestations 
of  the  presence  and  the  grace  of  (Jod. 

After  he  had  held  the  office  of  Tutor,  upwards  of  two  years, 
with  the  highest  reputation,  he  received  proposals,  firom  the  people 
of  Northampton,  to  become  their  minister.  Many  circiunstances 
conspired,  to  prompt  his  acceptance.  He  was  familiarly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  place,  and  people.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  his  grand- 
father, a  man  of  great  dignity,  and  of  angular  weight  and  influence 
in  the  churches,  in  consequence  of  his  advanced  age,  stood  in 
need  of  his  assistance,  and  wished  him  to  be  his  colleague.  His 
parents,  and  his  other  friends,  all  desired  it.    The  situation  was, 
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n  itself,  respectable,  and  the  town  unusually  pleasant.  He  there- 
fore resigned  his  tutorship,  in  Sept.  1726,  and  accepted  of  the  inr 
vitation. 

Those,  who  are  conversant  with  the  instruction  and  government 
of  a  Ck^ege,  will  readily  be  awarCj  that  the  period,  of  which  we 
have  now  been  faking,  was  a  ver/  busy  portion  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's life ;  and,  if  they  call  to  mind  the  circumstances  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  die  habits  of  the  students,  when  he  entered  on  hi3 
office,  they  will  not  need  to  be  informed,  that  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  must  have  been  accompanied  with  constant  care, 
and  distressing  am^ty.  It  is  a  rare  event  in  Providence,  that  so 
heavy  a  responsM^  is  thrown,  publicly,  on  three  individuals  so 
young,  and  so  desmute  of  expenence,  and  of  the  knowledge  of 
mankind ;  and  the  business  of  instruction  and  government,  must 
have  occupied  ■  their  whole  time,  and  exhausted  their  whole 
strength. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  it  was  not  possible,  that  he  should  find 
the  same  lebure,  for  christian  conversation,  for  retirement  and 
spiritual  contemplation,  as  he  had  found  in  New-York.  There, 
Ins  business  was,  chiefly,  to  enjoy :  here,  it  was  to  act.  There, 
like  persons,  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  continually,  even  as 
members  of  Christ's  family,  were  possessed  of  uncommcm  excel- 
lence :  here,  they  were  a  very  perverse  part  of  a  very  different 
family.  There,  his  attention  was  drawn,  by  the  objects  around 
him,  to  heavenly  things :  here,  it  was  necessarily  confined,  aknost 
all  the  time,  to  this  world.  There,  when  retiring  for  prayer,  and 
heavenly  contemplation^  his  mind  sought  communion  withv  God, 
in  all  its  enei^  and  freshness :  here,  when  it  was  worn  out  by  toil, 
and  exhausted  by  perplexities.  The  change  in  the  current  of 
thought  and  feelmg,  must,  therefore,  have  been  great ;  and,  (so 
much  is  the  mind  prone  to  measure  its  religious  state,  by  the  a- 
mount  of  daily  enjoyment,  and  so  litde,  by  the  readiness  to  encoun-- 
ter  trials,  and  to  perform  laborious  and  self-denying  duties,)  it  is 
not  surprizing,  that  he  should  have  regarded  this  change,  as  evi« 
dence  of  perceptible  and  lamentable  declension  in  religion.  Such, 
he  in  fact  regarded  it ;  as  we  shall  find,  both  from  his  Narrative 
and  Diary ;  yet,  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  that  his  views  of  the 
suUect  were  altogether  correct. 

The  young  C&stian  has  usually  a  season  of  leisure,  given  him 
in  the  Rrovidence  of  God,  in  which  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
members  of  that  family,  mto  which  he  has  lately  been  introduced, 
and  with  those  objects,  with  which,  as  a  spiritual  being,  he  is 
thenceforward  to  be  conversant.  His  time  and  his  strength  are 
given  chiefly  to  the  Scriptures,  to  prayer,  to  meditatbn,  and  to  re- 
Sgious  conversati(Mi ;  and  he  is  delightfully  conscious,  that  his 
communion  is  with  the  Father,  and  the  Son  Jesus  Christ,  through 
Ae  fellowdiip  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  well  as  with  "  the  whole  fam^ 
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ily,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven."  The  deagn  of  this  is,  to  opea 
to  him  his  new  state  of  existence,  to  enable  him  to  understand  its 
relations  and  duties,  and  to  give  him  an  earnest  of  better  things  in 
reversion,  h  is  a  most  refreshing  and  hc^py  period  of  his  me  ; 
and,  were  he  designed  for  contemplation  merely^  might  well  be 
protracted  to  its  close.  But,  as  we  are  taught  most  explicitly,  in 
tlie  word  and  providence  of  God,  liis  great  worth  lies  in  Action — in 
imitating  Him,  whose  rule  it  was — '*  I  must  do  the  work  of  him 
that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day ;"  and  whose  practice  it  was — ^that 
"  he  went  about  doimg  good."  The  Scriptures  are  given  by  the 
inspiration  of  God,  and  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  and  for  instruction  in  righteou^e^^WVherefore  ?  that 
the  man  of  God  may  be  perfected,  being  tho^^ly  furnished  un-^ 
to  every  good  work.  Probably  no  year  in  the  Ufe  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, was  spent  more  usefully,  than  that  m  which  he  was  occu- 
pied, with  his  associates,  in  laying  the  foundation  of  sober  habits« 
and  sound  morals,  in  the  seminary  now  entrusted  to  their  care. 
Probably  in  no  equal  period,  did  he  more  effectually  serve  God, 
and  his  generation.  And  if,  in  its  progress,  he  found  le^  of  that 
enjoyment,  which  grows  out  of  spiritual  contemplatipn ;  he  must 
have  had  die  more  delightful  consciousness,  that,  in  the  midst  of 
great  difficulties  and  crosses,  he  bad  honesdy  endea;voured  to  serve 
God,  and  to  perform  his  duty. 

There  may  therefore  be  reason  for  doubt,  whether  the  change 
in  his  feelings,  of  which  he  speaks,  in  the  succeeding  parts  of  his 
Narrative  and  Diary,  was  not  a  declension  in  this  particular  species 
of  religious  enjoyment,  necessarily  growing  out  of  the  circumstances 
in  which  he  was  placed;  rather  than  a  declension  in  the  life  and 
power  of  religion. 

"  I  continued,"  he  observes,  "  much  in  the  same  frame,  in  the 
general,  as  when  at  New-York,  till  I  went  to  New-Haven,  as  Tu- 
tor of  the  College :  particularly,  once  at  Bolton,  on  a  journey  from 
Boston,  while  walking  out  alone  in  the  fields.  After  I  went  lo 
New-Haven,  I  sunk  in  religion ;  my  mind  being  diverted  from  my 
eager  pursuits  after  holiness,  by  some  afi[airs,  that  greatly  perplex- 
ed and  distracted  my  thoughts. 

"  In  September,  1726, 1  was  taken  ill  at  New-Haven,  and  while 
endeavouring  to  go  home  to  Windsor,  was  so  ill  at  tlie  North  Viln 
lage,  that  I  could  go  no  farther;  where  I  lay  sick,  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  year.  In  this  sickness,  God  was  pleased  to  visit  me  again, 
with  the  sweet  influences  of  his  Spirit.  My  mind  was  greatly  en- 
gaged there,  on  divme  and  pleasant  contemplations,  and  longings 
of  soul.  I  obsei-ved,  that  those  who  watched  with  me,  would  of- 
ten be  looking  out  wishfiiUy  for  the  morning ;  which  brought  to 
my  mind  those  words  of  the  Psalmist,  and  which  my  soul  with  de- 
light made  its  own  iaiiguage,  My  soul  waiteih  for  the  Lord,  more 
than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning;  I  #ay,  more  than  they  thai 
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watekfar  the  morning  ;  and  when  the  light  of  day  came  in  at  the 
window,  it  refreshed  my  soul,  from  one  morning  to  another.  It 
seemed  to  be  some  image  of  the  light  of  God's  glory. 

^'  I  remember,  about  that  time,  I  used  greatly  to  long  for  the 
eonversion  of  some,  that  I  was  concerned  with ;  I  could  gladly 
honour  them,  and  with  delight  be  a  servant  to  them,  and  lie  at 
their  feet,  if  they  were  but  truly  holy.  But  some  time  after  this, 
I  was  again  greody  diverted  with  some  temporal  concerns,  that  ex- 
ceedingly took  up  my  thoughts,  gready  to  the  wounding  of  my 
soul ;  and  went  on,  through  various  exercises,  that  it  would  be  te- 
dious to  relate,  wMch  gave  me  much  more  experience  of  my  own 
heart,  than  I  ev^^H  before." 


e,  which  | 

BV^|1I 


While  reading  die  above,  we  can  scarcely  fail  to  remark,  that 
when  his  mind  was  freed  from  the  cares  and  anxieties,  necessarily 
attendant  on  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  left  amid  the 
calm  and  retirement  of  sickness,  to  its  own  spontaneous  move- 
ments; it  returned  instinctively  to  meditation,  and  prayer  and  hea- 
venly contemplation,  as  its  greatest  privileges,  and  found  in  them, 
as  the  means  of  inunediate  communion  with  God,  the  same  spiritual 
enjojrment  which  it  had  before  experienced.  This  could  scarcely 
have  been  the  fact,  if,  in  consequence  of  official  cares  and  per- 
plexities, he  had  been,  as  he  supposes,  the  subject  of  a  marked  de- 
clension in  his  religious  state  and  character. 

The  remainder  of  his  Diart,  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  period 
of  his  life  which  we  have  now  reviewed,  and  is,  therefore,  inserted 
here.  It  is  only  to  be  reeretted,  that,  through  the  multipliciQr  of 
his  affiurs,  he  should  have  lound  it  necessary  to  discontinue  it. 

[remainber  of  diart.] 

Thur9day  ferenoonj  Oct.  4,  1723.  Have  this  day  fixed  and 
estabHdied  it,  that  Christ  Jesus  has  promised  me  faithfully,  that, 
if  I  will  do  what  is  my  duty,  and  according  to  the  best  of  my  pru- 
dence m  the  matter,  that  my  condition  in  this  world,  shall  be  better 
for  me  than  any  other  condition  whatever,  and  more  to  mv  welfare, 
to  all  eternity.  And,  therefore,  whatever  my  condition  shaU  be,  I  will 
esteem  it  to  be  such  ;  and  if  I  find  need  of  faith  in  the  matter,  that 
I  will  confess  it  as  impiety  before  God.  Fid.  Resolution  57,  and 
June  9. 

Sabbath  nighty  Oct.  7.  Have  lately  erred,  in  not  allowing  time 
enough  for  conversation. 

Fnday  night,  Oct.  12.  I  see  there  are  some  things  quite  con- 
trary to  die  soundness  and  perfection  of  Christianity,  in  which  al- 
most all  good  men  do  allow  themselves,  and  where  innate  corrup- 
tion has  an  unrestrained  secret  vent,  which  they  never  take  notice 
of,  or  think  to  be  no  hurt,  or  doke  under  the  name  of  virtue ;  which 
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things  exceedingly  darken  the  brightness,  and  hide  the  loveliDesSy. 
of  Christianity.  Who  can  understand  his  errors  ?  O  that  I  might 
be  kept  from  secret  faults ! 

ScU}bath  momingf  Oct.  14.  Narrowly  to  observe  after  what 
manner  I  act,  when  I  am  in  a  hurry,  and  to  act  as  much  so,  at  other 
times,  as  I  can,  without  prejudice  to  the  business. 

Monday  mornings  Oct.  15.  I  seem  to  be  afraid,  after  errors 
and  decays,  to  give  myself  the  full  exercise  of  spiritual  meditaticui: 
— Not  to  give  way  to  such  fears. 

Thurs&y^  Oct.  18.  To  follow  the  example  of  Mr.  B.  who^ 
though  he  meets  with  great  difficulties,  yet  undertakes  them  with  a 
smiling  countenance,  as  though  he  though^f^  but  little ;  and 
speaks  of  them,  as  if  diey  were  very  small.  TfjT 

Friday  nighty  JVbv.  1.  When  I  am  unfit  lor  other  business,  t» 
perfect  myself  in  writing  characters.* 

Friday  afiemoon^  Nov.  22.  For  the  time  to  come,  when  I  am 
b  a  lifeless  firame  in  secret  prayer,  to  force  myself  to  expaUate,  as 
if  I  were  praying  before  others  .more  than  I  used  to  do. 

Tuesday  forenoon,  JSTov.  26.  It  is  a  most  evil  and  pernicious 
practice,  in  meditations  on  afflictions,  to  sit  ruminating  on  the  ag- 
gravations of  the  affliction,  and  reckoning  up  the  evil,  dark  circum- 
stances thereof,  and  dwelling  long  on  the  dark  side :  it  doubles  and 
trebles  the  afflictk)n.  Anid  so,  when  speaking  of  them  to  others, 
to  make  them  as  bad  as  we  can,  and  use  our  eloquence  to  set  forth 
our  own  troubles,  is  to  be  all  the  while  making  new  trouble,  and 
feeding  and  pampering  the  old ;  whereas,  the  contrary  practice, 
would  starve  our  affliction.  If  we  dwelt  on  the  bright  side  of  things 
m  our  thoughts,  and  extenuated  them  all  that  we  possibly  could, 
when  speaking  of  them,  we  should  think  little  of  them  ourselves, 
and  the  affliction  would,  really,  in  a  great  measure,  vanish  away. 

Friday  night,  Nov.  29.  As  a  help  to  attention  in  social  prayer, 
to  take  special  care  to  make  a  particular  remark,  at  the  beginning 
of  every  petition,  confession,  &c. 

Monday  morning,  Dec.  9.  To  observe,  whether  I  express  any 
kind  of  firetting  emotion,  for  the  next  three  weeks. 

Thursday  night,  Dec.  12.  If,  at  any  time,  I  am  forced  to  tell 
others  wherein  I  diink  they  are  somewhat  to  blame ;  in  carder  to 
avoid  the  important  evil  that  would  otherwise  ensue,  not  to  teU  it  to 
tliem  "SO,  that  there  shall  be  a  probability  of  their  taking  it  as  the 
effect  of  littie,  fretting,  angry  emotions  of  mind. — Fid.  Aug.  28. 
When  I  do  want,  or  am  likely  to  want,  good  books,  to  spend  time 
in  studying  Madiematics,  and  in  reviewing  other  kinds  of  old  learn- 
ing ;  to  spend  more  time  in  visiting  friends,  in  the  more  private 
duties  of  a  pastor,  in  taking  care  of  worldly  business,  ingoing  abroad 
and  other  mings  that  I  may  contrive. 


*  Ho  probably  refors  to  sbort-hand  characters. 
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Friday  morning,  Dec.  27.  At  the  end  of  every  month,  to  exa- 
mine my  behaviour,  strictly,  by  some  chapter  in  die  New  Testa- 
ment, more  especially  made  up  of  rules  of  life. — ^At  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  examine  my  behaviour  by  the  rules  of  the  New  Testament 
in  general,  reading  many  chapters.  It  would  also  be  convenient, 
some  time  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  read,  for  diis  purpose,  in  die 
book  of  Proverbs. 

Tuesday  night,  Dec.  31.  Concluded  never  to  suffer,  nor  ex- 
press, any  angry  emotions  of  mind,  more  or  less,  except  the  honour 
of  God  calls  for  it  in  zeal  for  him,  or  to  preserve  myself  from  being 
trampled  on.       ^^ 

1 724.  fVedim^^^  Jan.  1 .  Not  to  spend  too  much  time  in  think- 
ing, even  of  implBI  and  necessary  worldly  business,  and  to  allow 
every  thing  its  proportion  of  thought,  according  to  its  urgency  and 
importance. 

Thursday  nighi,  Jan.  2.  These  things  established — ^Thattime 
gained  in  things  of  lesser  importance,  is  as  much  gained  in  things 
of  greater ;  that  a  minute,  gained  m  times  of  confusion,  conversa- 
ticHi,  or  in  a  journey,  is  as  good  as  a  minute  gained  in  my  study,  at 
my  most  retired  times ;  and  so  in  general  that  a  minute  gained  at 
one  time,  is  as  good  as  at  anodier. 

Friday  night,  Jan.  3.  The  time  and  pains  laid  out  in  seeking 
the  world,  is  to  be  proportioned  to  the  necessity,  usefulness,  and 
importance  of  it,  with  respect  to  another  world,  together  with  the 
uncertainty  of  succeeding,  the  imcertainty  of  living,  and  of  retain- 
mg ;  provided,  that  nothing  that  our  duty  enjoins,  or  that  is  amiable, 
be  omitted,  and  nothing  sinful  or  unbecoming  be  done  for  the  sake 
of  it.   , 

Friday,  Jan.  10.  [After  having  written  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, in  snort-hand,  which  he  used,  when  he  wished  what  he  wrote 
to  be  effectually  concealed  from  every  one  but  himself,  he  adds 
the  fcdlowing.]  Remember  to  act  according  to  Prov.  xii.  23,  A 
prudent  man  concealeth  knowledge. 

Monday,  Jan.  20.  I  have  been  very  much  to  blame,  m  that  I 
have  not  been  as  full,  and  plain  and  downright,  in  my  standing  up 
for  virtue  and  religion,  when  I  have  had  fair  occasion,  before  diose 
who  seemed  to  take  no  delight  in  such  things.  If  such  conversation 
would  not  be  agreeable  to  them,  I  have  in  some  degree  minced  the 
matter,  that  I  might  not  displease,  and  might  not  speak  right  against 
the  grain,  more  than  I  should  have  loved  to  have  done  with  others, 
to  whom  it  would  be  agreeable  to  speak  directly  for  religion.  I 
ought  to  be  exceedingly  bold  with  such  persons,  not  talking  in  a 
melancholy  strain,  but  in  one  confident  and  fearless,  assured  of  the 
'  truth  and  excellence  of  the  cause. 

Monday,  Fib.  3.     Let  every  thing  have  the  value  now  which  it 
win  have  on  a  sick  bed :  and  frequendy,  in  my  pursuits  of  whatever 
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Idnd,  let  this  question  come  into  my  mind,   "  How  much  sliall  I 
value  this,  on  my  death-bed  ?" 

fVednesday,  Feb.  5.  I  have  not,  in  times  past,  in  my  prayers, 
enough  insisted  on  die  glorifying  of  (3od  in  the  world,  on  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  the  prosperity  of  the  Church 
and  the  good  of  man.  Determined,  that  this  objection  is  withoot 
weight,  viz.  Tliat  it  is  not  likely  that  God  will  make  great  alterations 
m  the  whole  world,  and  overtumings  in  kingdoms  and  nations,  only 
for  the  prayers  of  one  obscure  person,  seeing  such  things  used  to 
be  done  in  answer  to  the  united  prayers  of  the  whole  church ;  and 
tliat  if  my  prayers  should  have  some  influenc^^ould  be  but  im- 
perceptible and  small.  j^Hf 

Thursday^  Feb,  6.  More  convinced  diailBI^,  of  the  useful* 
ness  of  free,  religious  conversation.  I  find  by  conversing  on  Natu- 
ral Philosophy,  that  I  gain  knowledge  abundantly  faster,  and  see 
the  reasons  of  things  much  fnore  clearly  than  m  private  study : 
wherefore,  earnestly  to  seek,  at  all  times,  for  religious  conversa- 
tion; for  those,  widi  whom  I  can,  at  all  times,  with  profit  and  de- 
light, and  with  freedom,  so  converse. 

Friday^  Feb.  7.  Resolved^  If  God  will  assist  me  to  it,  that  I 
will  not  care  about  things,  when,  upon  any  account,  I  have  pros-* 
pect  of  ill-success  or  adversity ;  and  that  I  will  not  thnik  about  it, 
any  further  than  iust  to  do  what  prudence  directs  to  for  prevention) 
according  to  Phil,  iv.  6,  Be  carefiil  for  nothing ;  to  1  Pet.  v.  7, 
Cast  all  your  care  upon  God,  for  he  careth  foryou ;  and  again. 
Take  no  thought  for  the  morrow ;  and  again.  Take  no  thought, 
saying.  What  shall  I  eat,  and  what  shall  I  drink,  and  wherewithal 
shall  I  be  clothed :  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you. 

Saturday  night,  Feb.  15.  I  find  that  when  eatmg,J  cannot  he 
convinced  in  the  time  of  it,  that  if  I  should  eat  more,  I  should  ex- 
ceed the  bounds  of  strict  temperance,  thoug^i  I  have  had  the  expe- 
rience of  two  years  of  the  like ;  and  yet,  as  soon  as  I  have  done, 
in  three  mmutes  I  am  convinced  of  it.  But  yet,  when  I  eat  again, 
and  remember  it,  still,  while  eating,  I  am  fully  (Convinced  £at  I 
Iiave  not  eaten  what  is  but  for  nature,  nor  can  I  be  convinced  that  my 
appetite  and  feeling  is  as  it  was  before.  It  seems  to  me  diat  I  shall 
be  somewhat  faint  if  I  leave  off  then ;  but  when  I  have  finished,  I 
am  convinced  again,  and  so  it  is  fix>m  time  to  time. — ^I  have  obser- 
ved that  more  really  seems  to  be  truth,  when  it  makes  for  my  in- 
terest, or  is,  in  other  respects,  according  to  my  inclination,  than  it 
seems,  if  it  be  otherwise  ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  words  in 
which  I  express  it  are  more  than  the  thing  will  properly  bear.  But 
if  the  thing  be  against  my  interest,  the  words  of  different  import 
seem  as  much  as  the  thing  will  properly  bear. — ^Though  there  is 
some  little  seeming,  indecorum,  as  if  it  kx>ked  Uke  affectation,  in  re*. 
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Dgious  coQversationt  as  there  is  also  in  acts  of  kindness;  yet  this  is 
to  be  broke  through. 

Tuesday^  Feb.  18*  Resolved^  To  act  with  sweetness  and  be- 
nevolence,  and  according  to  the  47th  Resolution,  in  all  bodily  dis- 
positions,— sick  or  well,  at  ease  or  in  pain,  sleepy  or  watchful,  and 
not  to  suffer  discomposure  of  body  to  discompose  my  mind. 

Saturday^  Feb.  22.  I  observe  that  there  are  some  evil  habits,, 
which  do  increase  and  grow  stronger,  even  in  some  good  people, 
as  they  grow  older ;  habits  that  much  obscure  the  beauty  of  Chris- 
tianity :'  some  things  which  are  according  to  their  natural  tempers^ 
which,  in  some  n^gasure,  prevails  when  they  are  young  in  Christ, 
and  the  evil  disrfflMn,  having  an  unobserved  control,  the  habit  at 
last  grows  ver]^^|K,  and  conmionly  regulates  the  practice  until 
death.  By  this^^ms,  old  christians  are  very  commonly,  in  some 
respects,  more  unreasonable  than  those  who  are  young.  I  am 
afraid  of  contracting  such  habits,  particularly  of  grudging  to  give, 
and  to  do,  and  of  procrastinating. 

Sabbath^  Feb.  23.  I  must  be  contented,  where  I  have  any 
thing  strange  or  remarkable  to  tell,  not  to  make  it  appear  so  re- 
markable as  it  is  indeed;  lest  through  the  fear  of  this,  and  the  de- 
^e  of  making  a  thing  appear  very  remarkable,  I  should  exceed 
the  bounds  of  simple  verity.  When  I  am  at  a  feast,  or  a  meal, 
that  very  well  pleases  my  appetite,  I  must  not  merely  take  care  to 
leave  off  with  as  much  of  an  appetite  as  at  ordinary  meals;  for 
when  there  is  a  grert  variety  of  dishes,  I  may  do  that,  after  I  have 
eaten  twice  as  much  as  at  other  meals,  is  sufficient.  If  I  act  ac- 
cording to  my  resolution,  I  shall  desire  riches  no  otherwise,  than 
as  they  are  helpful  to  religion.  But  this  I  determine,  as  what  i» 
really  evident  from  many  parts  of  Scripture,  that  to  fallen  man, 
they  have  a  greater  tendency  to  hurt  religion. 

Monday,  March  16.  To  practice  this  sort  of  self-denial,  when 
at  sometimes  on  fair  days,  I  find  myself  more  particularly  disposed 
to  regard  the  glories  of  the  world,  than  to  betake  myself  to  the 
study  of  serious  religion. 

Saturday,  May  23.  How  it  comes  about  I  know  not,  but  I 
have  remarked  it  hitherto,  that  at  those  times,  when  I  have  read 
the  Scriptures  most,  I  have  evermore  been  most  lively  and  in  the 
best  frame. 

"  At  Yale  College.'* 

Saturday  night,  June  6.  This  week  has  been  a  very  remarka- 
ble week  with  me,  with  respect  to  despondencies,  fears,  perplexi- 
ties, multitudes  of  cares,  ana  distraction  of  mind :  it  being  the  week 
I  came  hitlier  to  New-Haven,  in  order  to  entrance  upon  tlie  office 
of  Tutor  of  the  College.  I  have  now,  abundant  reason  to  be  con- 
vinced, of  the  troublesomeness  and  vexation  of  the  world,  and  that 
tt  never  will  be  another  kind  of  world. 

Tuesday,  July  7.     When  I  am  giving  the  relation  of  a  thing. 
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remember  to  abstain  faom  altering  either  in  the  matter  or  manner 
of  speaking,  so  much,  as  that,  if  every  one,  afterwards,  sliould  al* 
ter  as  much,  it  would  at  last  come  to  be  properly  false. 

Tuesday^  Sept.  2.  By  a  sparingness  in  diet,  and  eating  as  much 
as  may  be,  what  is  light  and  easy  of  digestion,  I  shall  doubtless  be 
lible  to  think  more  clearly,  and  shall  gain  time ;  1.  3y  lengthening 
out  my  life ;  2.  Shall  need  less  time  for  digestion,  after  meals ;  3. 
Shall  be  able  to  study  more  closely,  without  injury  to  my  health ; 
4.  Shall  need  less  time  for  sleep ;  5.  Shall  more  seldom  be  troub- 
led with  the  head-ache. 

Saturday  nighty  Sept.  12.  Crosses  of  thej^^i^e  of  that,  which 
I  met  with  this  week,  thrust  me  quite  belo!^^|k)mforts  in  reli- 
gion. They  appear  no  more  than  vanity  i^^Hbble,  especially 
when  I  meet  with  them  so  unprepared  for  th^^  I  shall  not  be 
fit  to  encounter  them,  except  I  have  a  far  stronger,  and  more  per- 
manent faith,  hope  and  love. 

Wednesday^  Sept.  30.  It  has  been  a  prevailing  thought  with 
me,  to  which  I  have  given  place  in  practice,  that  it  is  best,  some- 
times, to  eat  or  drink,  when  it  will  do  me  no  good,  because  the 
hurt,  that  it  will  do  me,  wiU  not  be  equal,  to  the  trouble  of  denying 
myself.  But  I  have  determined,  to  suffer  that  thought  to  prevail 
no  longer.  The  hurries  of  commencement,  and  diversion  of  the 
vacancy,  has  been  the  occasion  of  my  sinking  so  exceedingly,  as 
in  the  tly*ee  last  weeks. 

Monday^  Oct.  5.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  way,  when  prone  to  un- 
profitable thoughts,  to  deny  myself  and  break  off  my  thoughts,  by 
keeping  diligently  to  my  study,  that  they  may  not  have  time  to 
operate  to  work  me  to  such  a  listless  frame.  I  am  apt  to  think  it 
a  good  way,  when  I  am  indisposed  to  reading  and  study,  to  read 
of  my  own  remarks,  the  firuit  of  my  study  in  divinity,  &cc.,  to  set 
me  agoing  again. 

Friday y  JVbr.  6.  Felt  sensibly,  somewhat  of  that  trust  and  af- 
fiance, in  Christ,  and  with  delight  committing  of  my  soul  to  him, 
of  which  our  divines  used  to  speak,  and  about  which,  I  have  been 
somewhat  in  doubt. 

Tuesday y  JVov.  10.  To  mark  all  that  I  say  in  conversation, 
merely  to  beget  in  others,  a  good  opinion  of  myself,  and  exam- 
be  it. 

Sabbath^  JVov.  1 5.  Determined,  when  I  am  indisposed  to  prayer, 
always  to  premeditate  what  to  pray  for ;  and  that  it  is  better, 
that  the  prayer  should  be  of  almost  any  shortness,  than  that  my 
mind  should  be  almost  continually  off  firom  what  I  say. 

Sabbath^  JSTov.  22.  Considering  that  by-standers  always  copy 
some  faults,  which  we  do  not  see,  ourselves,  or  of  which,  at  least, 
we  are  not  so  fully  sensible ;  and  that  there  are  many  secret  work- 
ings of  corruption,  which  escape  ow  sight,  and  of  which,  others 
only  are  jBensible :  Resolved^  therefore,  that  I  will,  if  I  can  by  any 
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confreoient  ineans,  lean  what  faults  others  find  in  me,  or  what 
things  they  see  m  me,  that  appear  any  way  blame-worthy,  unlove* 
ly,  or  unbecoming. 

FVidajff  Feb.  12, 1725.  The  very  thing  I  now  want,  to  give  me  a 
clearer  and  more  immediate  view  of  the  perfections  and  ^lory  of 
God,  is  as  clear  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  Crod's  exerting 
himself  with  respect  to  Spirits  and  Mind,  as  I  have,  of  his  opera- 
tions concerning  Matter  and  Bodies. 

Tuesday  J  Fw.  16.  A  virtue,  which  I  need  in  a  higher  degree, 
to  give  a  beau^  and  lustre  to  my  behaviour,  is  gentleness.  If  I 
had  more  of  an  ajrof  gentleness,  I  should  be  much  mended. 

Friday  fMaj^K^tf  ever  I  am  inclined  to  turn  to  the  opinion  of 
any  other  Sect  ^^^^Kecl,  Beside  the  most  deliberate  consideration, 
earnest  prayer,  fll^rivately  to  desire  all  the  help  that  can  jposd- 
by  be  affinrded  me,  from  some  of  the  most  judicious  men  m  the 
country,  together  with  the  prayers  of  wise  and  holy  men,  however 
strongly  persuaded  I  may  seem  to  be,  that  I  am  in  the  right. 

Saiurdayy  May  22.  When  I  reprove  for  faults,  whereby  I  am 
in  any  way  injured,  to  defer,  till  the  thing  is  quite  over  and  done 
with;  for  that  is  the  way,  both  to  reprove  aright,  and  without  the 
least  mixture  of  s{Mrit,  or  passion,  and  to  have  reproofs  effectual, 
and  not  suspected. 

Friday,  May  28«  It  seems  to  me,  that  whether  I  am  now  con- 
verted  or  not,  I  am  so  settled  in  the  state  I  am  in,  that  I  shall  go 
on  in  it  aU  my  life-  But,  however  setded  I  may  be,  yet  I  mil 
contmue  to  pray  to  God,  not  to  suffer  me  to  be  deceived  about  it, 
nor  to  sleep  in  an  unsafe  condition;  and  ever  and  anon,  will  call 
all  into  questien  and  try  mjrself,  using  for  helps,  some  of  our  old 
divines,  that  God  may  have  opportunities  tb  answer  my  prayers, 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  to  show  me  my  error,  if  I  am  in  one. 

Saturday  nighty  June  6.  I  am  sometimes  in  a  frame  so  lisdess, 
that  there  is  no  other  way  of  profitably  improvmg  time,  but 
conversaticHi,  visitmg,  or  recreation,  or  some  bodily  exercise. 
However  it  .may  be  best  in  the  first  place,  before  resorting  to  ei- 
ther of  these,  to  try  the  whole  circle  of  my  mental  emplojnnents. 

JVo©»  1ft.  When  confined  at  Mr.  Stiles'.  I  thmk  it  would  be 
of  q)ecial  advantage  to  me,  with  respect  to  my  truer  interest,  as 
near  as  I  can  in  my  studies,  to  observe  this  rule.  To  let  half  a 
dav's,  or  at  most,  a  day's  study  in  other  things,  be  succeeded,  by 
half  a  day's,  or  a  day's  study  in  Divinity. 

One  thing  wherein  I  have  erred,  as  I  would  be  complete  in  all 
social  duties,  is,  in  neglectmg  to  write  letters  to  fi^ends.  And  I 
would  be  forewarned  oi  the  danger  of  neglecting  to  visit  my  friends 
and  relations,  when  we  are  parted* 

When  one  suj^resses  thoughts  that  tend  to  divert  the  run  of  the 
jmind's  cqierations  firom  Religion,  whether  they  are  melancholy,  or 
an^us,  or  passionate,  or  any  others ;  there  is  this  good  effect  of 
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it,  that  it  keeps  the  mind  in  its  freedom.  Those  thoughts  ar« 
stopped  in  die  beginning,  that  would  have  set  the  mind  agoing  ia 
that  stream. 

There  are  a  great  many  exercises,  that  for  the  present,  seem 
not  to  Help,  but  rather  impede.  Religious  meditation  and  affections, 
the  fruit  of  which  is  reaped  afterwards,  and  is  of  far  greater  worth 
than  what  is  lost;  for  thereby  the  mind  is  only  for  the  present  di- 
verted ;  but  what  is  attained  is,  upon  occasion,  of  use  for  the  whole 
Ufe-time. 

Sept.  26,  1726.  'Tis  just  about  three  years,  that  I  have  been 
for  the  most  part  in  a  low,  sunk  estate  andcondition,  miserably 
senseless  to  what  I  used  to  be,  about  spiritua^^^^.  'Twas  three 
^ears  ago,  the  week  before  commencemen^^^pabout  the  same 
time  this  year,  I  began  to  be  somewhat  as  I^HKo  be. 

Jan.  172&.  I  thmk  Christ  has  recommended  rising  early  in  die 
morning,  by  his  rising  from  the  grave  very  early. 

Jan.  22,  1734.  i  judge  that  it  is  best,  when  I  am  in  a  good 
frame  for  divine  contemplation,,  or  aigaged  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures, or  any  study  of  divine  subjects,  diat  ordinarily,  (will  not  be 
interrupted  by  going  to  dinner,  but  will  forego  my  dinner,  rather 
than  be  broke  off* 

AprU  4,  1735.  When  at  any  time,  I  have  a  sense  of  any  divine 
thins,  then  to  turn  it  in  my  thoughts,  to  a  practical  improvement. 
As  lor  instance,  when  I  am  in  my  mind,  on  some  argument  for  the 
Truth  of  Religion,  the  Reality  of  a  Future  State,  and  the  like,  then 
to  thmk  with  myself,  how  safely  I  may  venture  to  sell  all,  for  a  future 
good.  So  when,  at  any  time,  I  have  a  more  than  ordinary  sense 
of  the  Glory  of  the  Saints,  in  another  wedd ;  to  think  how  well  it 
is  worth  my  while,  to  deny  myself,  and  to  sell  all  that  I  have 
for  this  Glory,  fcc. 

May,  18.  My  mind  at  present  is,  never  to  suffer  my  thoughts 
and  meditations,  at  all  to  ruminate.. 

June  11.  To  set  apart  days  of  meditation  on  particular  subjects ; 
as  sometimes,  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  Great- 
ness of  my  Sins  i  at  another,  to  consider  the  Dreadfiilness  and 
Certainty,  of  the  Future  Misery  of  Ungodly  men  ;  at  another,  the 
Truth  and  Certainty  of  Religion;  and  so,  of  the  Great  Future 
Things  promised  and  threatened  in  the  Scriptures. 
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Settlement  in  the  ndni$try  at  J^orthampion, — Situtttion  of  thingji 


ish, — Course^^£htdy. — Habits  of  Life.-^-Marriage.-^DeatK 
end  CharaJ^^^Mr.  Stoddard. — Sidcness  of  Mr.  Edtoards. 
— Death  d^^^^Uier  of  his  Sister  Jerusha. — His  first  Pvb^ 
kcation*      ^^Kr 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1727,  Mr.  Edwards  was  ordamed  as 
ft  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  placed  over  the  church  and  congre- 
gation at  Northamptcm,  as  the  colleague  of  his  grandfather,  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Stoddard.  He  was  now  entering  on  the  business  of  life, 
in  a  profession  attended  with  many  difficulties,  and  presenting  a 
field,  sufficiendy  ample  for  the  employment  of  the  highest  faculties 
ever  conferred  on  Man.  It  may  not  be  improper,  therefore,  to 
stop  a  moment,,  and  review  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed. 

He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  constitution  was  natu- 
rally so  tender  and  feeble,  as  to  be  preserved,  even  in  tolerable 
health,  cmly  with  unceasbg  ciure.  He  had  passed  through  the 
successive  periods  of  childhood,  youth  and  early  manhood,  not  on- 
ly without  reproach,  but  ki  such  a  manner,  as  to  secure  the  high 
esteem  and  approbation,  of  all  vfbo  knew  him.  ffis  filial  piety, 
and  firatemal  affection,  had  been  most  exemplary,  and  had  render- 
ed him  a  centre  of  strong  attraction,  to  the  united  family.  Origi- 
nally of  a  grave  and  sober  character,  he  had  been  the  subject  of 
early,  fi^quent  and  strong  religious  impressions ;  which,  if  they  did 
not  resuh  in  saving  conversion,  in  his  childhood,  yet  rendered  him 
conscientious,  and  solemnly  and  habitually  mindfiil  of  eternal  things* 
For  a  considerable  period,  he  had  not  only  felt  the  life  and  power 
of  religion,  but  had  appeared  imbued  with  an  unusually  large  mea- 
sure of  the  grace  of  God.  Few  persons,  of  the  same  age,  disco- 
ver a  piety  so  pure,  so  practical,  or  so  pervading* 

He  had  been  devoted  to  books,  from  his  mfancy,  and  appears 
of  his  own  accord,  from  an  early  period,  to  have  formed  habits  of 
severe  and  successful  application.  His  mind,  originally  possessed 
of  uncommon  powers,  and  firaught  with  an  intense  desire  of  know- 
ledge, was  qualified  for  eminence,  as  we  have  already  seen,  not  in 
a-tsingle  pursuit  merely,  but  in  every  walk  of  literature  and  science. 
Though  probably  the  youngest  member  of  his  class,  he  had  been. 
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acknowledged  as  its  first  scholar,  in  the  distribution  of  its  honoun^^ 
He  bad  not  been  distinguished  for  his  attainments  in  Latin,  Greek, 
or  Hebrew  literature  omy,  but  stiU  more  ii\  those  studies  which  re* 
quire  the  application  of  stronger  powers — m  Mathematics  and  Lo- 
gic, m  Natural  and  Mental  Philosophy,  and  the  hi^er  principks^ 
of  Theology.  In  these,  he  had  not  simply  proved  himself  capable 
of  comprehending  the  discoveries  of  others,  but  had  ventured  out, 
where  there  was  no  path  nor  guide,  into  new  and  unexplored  re* 
gions  of  the  ^iritual^  wodd,  with  a  success,  which  might  well  have 
prompted  him  to  bold  and  fearless  eiiteq)rize.  As  officers  of  the 
College,  the  peculiar  difficulties  in  which  d^^uvere  placed,  had 
given  him,  and  his  associates,  an  opportunl^^B^uire  onconn 
mon  reputation,  not  only  as  bstructors  and^^H^rs  of  youths, 
but  as  men  of  unshaken  firmness,  and  unwa^Ufmtegrity.  Hi^ 
mind  was  now  rich  in  its  attainments ;  its  views  were  aJhready,  fiur 
the  period  in  which  he  Uved,  singularly  expanded  and  comprehen- 
sive ;  and  its  powers  were  under  thorough  disdpliner  and  yielded 
an  exact  and  persevering  obedience.  His  habits  of  study  were 
completely  formed,  and  were  of  the  most  severe  and  unbending 
character. 

Theology  had  been,  for  years,  his  favorite  study.  For  it,  be 
had  deliberately  relinquished,  not  only  the  varied  pursuits  of  Nat^ 
ural  Science,  but  in  a  measure,  also,  those  investigations  imo  the 
nature  and  operations  of  Mind,  by  wMch,  at  an  earlier  period,  his 
whole  attention  had  been  engrossed.  He  had  already  mscovered, 
that  much  of  what  he  found  in  Systems  and  Commentaries,  was  a 
mere  mass  of  rubbish;  and  that  many  of  the  great  principles,  which 
constitute  the  foundation  of  the  science,  were  yet  to  be  established. 
He  had  studied  Theology,  not  chiefly  in  Systems  or  Commenta- 
ries, but  in  thtr  Bible,  and  in  the  character  and  mutual  relations  of 
God  and  his  creatures,  fi*om  which  all  its  principles  are  derived  ; 
and  had  already  entered  on  a  series  of  investigations,  which,  if  ul- 
timately found  correct,  would  efifbctuate  most  important  changes  in 
the  ojnnions  of  the  christian  world. 

The  ministry  had  long  been  the  profession  of  his  choice,  and 
was  doubtless  the  only  profession,  which  he  had  ever  thought  of 
pursuing.  Few  persons,  probably,  enter  the  sacred  office,  with 
more  just  views  of  its  elevation  and  importance.  His  work,  he 
appears  to  have  regarded,  simply  as  the  work  of  salvation :— -the 
same  work,  on  which  HE,  whose  commission  he  bore,  came  down 
to  this  lower  world : — and  to  the  accomplishment  of  it,  the  surren- 
dry  of  himself  appears  to  have  been  deliberate  and  entire.  His 
receptbn  as  a  preacher,  had  certainly  been  flattering.  Repeated^ 
and-  urgent  proposals  had  been  made  to  him  for  settlement ;  and, 

fl  use  spiritual  here,  in  its  original  and  most  appropriate  sense,  as  opposeil 
to^  material. 
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is  far  as  be  wtis  known,  he  was  obvioudy  regarded,  as  a  young 
man  of  uncommon  promise* 

NordiamptoB,  the  place  of  his  settlement,  is  m  its  natural  situa* 
lion,  uncommonly  pleasant,  was  then  the  shire  town  of  a  county, 
embradng  neari^  one  half  of  the  area  of  the  ool<Hqr,  and  embodied 
within  its  Uimts,  more  than  the  (ordinary  ^are  of  refinement  and 
polish.  The  church  was  large,  and,  with  the  congregation,  was 
united.  Both  were  united  in  him,  and  earnestly  desirous  that  he 
should  become  their  minister.  From  his  childhood,  he  had  famil- 
i^Iy  known  both  the  place,  and  the  people.  His  parents  were  the 
fanuliar  finends  of  many  of  die  inhabitants ;  and  they,  with  his  con- 
nexions in  the  place,  regarded  his  setdement  there  as  a  most  pleas- 
mg  event. 

He  was  also  the  individual,  whom  probably,  of  all  others,  his 
grandfStther  desired,  for  his  colleague  and  successor.  That  vene- 
rable man,  dien  in  hb  84th  year,  had  been  the  minister  of  Nortb^ 
ampton,  55  years ;  and  by  his  pie^,  his  great  energy  of  character, 
ana  his  knowledge  of  maiddnd,  had  early  acquired,  and  maintained 
through  a  kmg  life,  a  sii^gular  degree  of  weight  amone  the  clergy 
and  churches  of  New-England.  Though  a  close  stuaent,  and  an 
able  and  faithful  preacher,  he  was  in  character  a  man  of  business, 
and  of  action ;  and,  in  all  the  important  ecclesiaKical  bodies  of 
Massachusetts,  he  had  for  many  years  an  influence,  whieh  usually 
was  not  contested,  and  almost  always  was  paramount.  In  North- 
ampton, be  had  been  a  faithful  and  successful  minister.  Under  hia 
preaching,  the  place  had  repeatedly  witnessed  revivals  of  religion : 
particular^  in  1679,  1683,  1690,  1712,  and  1718.  Those  m 
1683,  1690,  and  1712,  were  distinguished  for  their  extent,  and  for 
the  accessions  made  to  the  number  of  communicants.  While  the 
existmg  members  of  the  church,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  re- 
garded him  as  their  spiritual  father,  aU  the  acting  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  had  grown  up  under  his  mmistry,  and  had  been  accustomed, 
from  infancy,  to  pay  a  respect  to  his  person  and  character,  and  a 
deference  to  his  opinions,  such  as  children  pay  to  those  of  a  loved 
and  venerated  parent. 

One  circumstance,  relating  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  church 
at  Ncnrthampton,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  here,  as  it  had  an  ulti- 
mate bearing  on  some  of  the  most  important  events  recorded  in 
these  pages.  That  church,  like  the  other  early  churches  of  New- 
England,  according  to  its  original  platform,  admitted  none  to  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  except  those,  who,  after  due  ex- 
aminatkm,  ^irere  regarded,  in  the  judgment  of  christian  charity,  as 
regenerate  persons.  Such  was  the  uniform  practice  of  the  church, 
from  the  time  of  its  formaticHi,  during  the  life  of  Mr.  Mather,  and 
for  upwards  of  thirtv  years  afifer  the  setdement  of  Mr.  Stoddard. 
How  early  Mr.  Stoddard  changed  his  own  views  on  this  subject, 
cannot  probably  be  ascertained ;  but  he  attempted,  in  1704,  and. 
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though  not  without  oppositioa,  yet  whh  ultimate  success,  to  iattcf" 
duce  a  ci^rresponding  change  in  the  practice  of  the  Church. 
Though  no  vote  was  then  taken  to  alter  the  rules  of  admisaon,  yet  • 
the  point  of  practice  was  yielded.  The  Sacrament,  from  that  time, 
was  viewed  as  a  converting  orcKnance,  and  those,  who  were  not  re- 
garded, either  by  themselves  or  others,  as  possessed  of  piety,  were 
encouraged  to  unite  themselves  to  the  Church. 

The  attention  to  religion,  in  1718,  was  neither  extensive,  nor  of 
long  continuance,  and  appears  not  to  have  terminated  happily. 
During  the  nine  years,  which  intervened  between  that  event  and 
the  setdement  of  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Stoddard  witnessed  "  a  far 
more  degenerate  time  among  his  people,  particularly  among  the 
young,  than  ever  before,"  in  which  the  means  of  salvation  were 
attended  with  litde  or  no  visible  efficacy.  The  young  became  ad* 
dieted  to  habits  of  dissipation  and  licentiousness ;  famOy  govern^ 
ment  too  generally  failed ;  the  Sabbath  was  extensively  proiOBLned ; 
and  the  decorum  of  the  sanotuarr  was  not  unfrequently  disturbed. 
There  had  also  long  prevailed  m  the  town,  a  spurit  of  contenti(»i 
between  two  parties,  into  which  th^  had  for  many  years  been  di- 
vided, which  kept  alive  a  mutual  jeabusy,  and  prepared  them  to 
oppose  one  another,  in  all  public  affiurs. 

Such  were  the  circumstances,  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  entered  on 
his  ministry  at  Northampton. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Stoddard,  thougb  so  much  advanced  in  years, 
had  a  good  degree  of  strength,  both  of  body  and  mind ;  and,  for  a 
considerable  period  after  the  setdement  of  his  grandson,  he  was 
able  to  officiate  in  the  desk,  the  half  of  every  Sabbath.  Almost 
immediately  after  that  event,  he  was  permitted  to  witness  a  work 
of  divine  grace,  among  some  of  his  people ;  in  the  course  of 
which,  about  twenty  were  believed  to  be  savingly  converted.  This 
was  to  him,  a  most  pleasing  circumstance,  as  well  as  most  useful  to 
his  colleague ;  who  (Aserves,  "  I  have  reason  to  bless  God,  for  die 
great  advantage  I  had  by  it."  .  No  doubt  it  was  intended,  to  pre- 
pare him  for  more  important  and  interesting  scenes.  The  atten- 
tion to  religion,  though  at  no  time  very  extensive,  continued  for 
about  two  years,  and  was  followed  by  several  years  of  general  inat- 
tention and  indifference. 

Immediately  after  his  setdement,  Mr.  Edwards  commenced  the 
practice  of  preparing  two  discourses  weekly ;  one  of  which  was 
preached  as  a  Lecture,  on  an  evening  in  the  week.  Tins  he  con- 
tinued, for  several  years.  Thou^  he  regarded  preaching  the 
Gospel,  as  the  great  duty  of  a  minister,  and  would  on  no  account 
offer  to  God,  or  deliver  to  his  people,  that,  which  was  not  the  fruit 
of  toil  and  labour;  yet  he  resolved,  from  the  commencement  of 
his  ministry,  not  to  devote  the  time  of  each  week,  exclusively  to 
the  preparation  of  his  sermons,  but  to  spend  a  laree  portion  of  it, 
Jin  the  study  of  the  Bible,  and  in  the  mvestigation  of  the  more  diffi- 
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cult  and  important  Subjects  of  Theology.  His  mode  of  study  witb 
the  pen,  has  been  described,  and  was  now  vigourously  pursued,  iii 
the  contmuation  oflus  *' Miscellanies,"  and  his  <^  Notes  on  the 
Scnplures,'*  as  well  as  of  a  work,  entitled,  "  The  Types  of  the 
Messiah  in  the  Old  Testament,"  which  he  appears  to  have  com- 
menced, while  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.  With  an  ii^rm  con- 
stitution, and  health  ordinarily  feeble,  it  was  obviously  imposnble, 
however,  to  carry  this  Resolution  into  practice,  without  the  most 
strict  attention  to  diet,  exercise  and  method ;  but  in  aH  these  points, 
his  habits  had  long  been  formed,  and  persevered  in,  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  besit  improvement  of  time,  and  the  greatest  effi- 
ciency of  his  intellectual  powers.  In  eatmg  and  drinking,  he  was 
unusually  abstemious,  and  onistantly  watchfiil.  He  carefully  ob- 
served the  effects  of  the  different  sorts  of  food,  and  selected  those, 
which  best  suited  hi3  constitution,  and  rendered  him  most  fit  for 
mental  labour.  Having  also  ascertained  the  quanti^  of  food, 
which,  while  it  sustained  his  bodily  strength,  left  hb  mmd  most 
sprightly  and  active,  he  most  scrupuloudy  and  exactly  confined 
hunself  to  the  prescribed  limits ;  regarding  it  as  a  shame  and  a  sin„ 
to  waste  his  time,  and  his  mental  strength,  by  animal  indidgence. 
In  this  respect,  he  lived  by  ruUy  and  constandy  practised  great  self- 
denial  ;  as  he  did  also,  widi  regard  to  the  time  passed  in  sleep.  H& 
accustomed  himself  to  rise  at  four,  or  between  four  and  five  m  the 
morning,  and,  in  winter,  spent  several  of  those  hours  in  study,  which 
are  commonly  wasted  in  slumber.  In  the  evenkig^  he  usually  al- 
lowed himself  a  season  of  relaxaticm,  in  the  midst  of  his  family. 

His  most  usual  diversion  b  summer,  was  riding  on  horseback^ 
and  walking ;  and  in  bis  solitary  rides  and  walks,  he  appears  to 
•have  decided,  before  leaving  home,  on  what  suljects  to  meditate. 
He  would  commonly,  unless  diverted  by  company,  ride  two  or 
three  miles  after  dinner,  to  some  lonely  grove,  wnere  he  would  dis- 
mount and  walk  awhile.  At  such  times,  he  generally  carried  his 
pen  and  ink  with  him,  to  note  any  thought  that  might  be  sugeested, 
and  whidi  promised  some  light  on  any  important  subject.  In  win- 
ter, he  was  accustomed,  almost  daily,  to  take  his  axe,  and  cut 
wood  moderately,  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  or  more.  In  soli- 
tary rides  of  considerable  length,  he  adopted  a  kind  of  artificial 
memory.  Having  pursued  a  given  sul^ct  of  thought,  to  its  proper 
results,  he  would  pin  a  small  piece  of  paper  on  a  given  spot  m  his 
coat,  and  charge  his  mind  to  associate  the  subject  and  the  piece  of 
paper.  He  would  then  repeat  the  same  process  with  a  second 
subject  of  thought,  fastening  the  token  in  a  difi^ent  place,  and 
then  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  as  the  time  might  permit.  From  a  ride 
of  several  days,  he  would  usually  bring  home  a  considerable  num* 
berof  these  remembrancers;  and,  on  going  to  his  studv,  would 
take  them  off,  one  by  one,  in  regular  order,  and  write  down  the 
train  of  thought,  of  which  each  was  intended  to  remind  him. 
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^  He  did  not,''  observes  Dn  Hopkins,  ^'make  it  his  custom,  to 
visit  hb  people  in  their  own  houses,  unless  be  was  sent  for  by  the 
sick ;  or  he  heard  that  they  were  under  some  special  affliction.  In-^ 
stead  of  visiting  from  house  to  house,  he  used  to  preach  frequendr 
at  private  meetings,  in  particular  neighbourhoods ;  and  often  caU 
the  yonng  people  and  children  to  his  own  house,  when  he  used  to 
pray  with  them,  and  treat  with  them  in  a  manner  suited  to  their 
years  and  circumstances ;  and  he  catechised  the  children  in  public^ 
every  Sabbath  in  die  forenoon.  And  he  used,  sometimes,  to  pro- 
pose questions  to  particular  young  persons,  in  writing,  for  diem  to 
answer,  after  a  proper  time  given  to  diem  to  prepare.  In  putting 
out  these  questions,  he  endeavoured  to  suit  them  to  the  age,  genius 
and  abili^  of  those,  to  whom  they  were  given.  His  questions  were 
generally  such,  as  required  but  a  short  answer ;  and  yet,  could  not 
be  answered,  vrithout  a  particular  knowledge  of  scnme  historical 
part  <^  the  Scriptures ;  and  therefcnre  led,  and  even  obliged,  per- 
,  sons  to  study  the  Bible. 

*'  He  did  not  neglect  visitmg  his  people  from  house  to  house, 
because  he  did  not  look  upon  it,  in  ormnaiy  cases,  to  be  one  im- 
portant part  of  the  work  of  a  Gospel  minister ;  but,  because  he 
supposed  that  ministers  should,  vritfa  respect  to  this,  consuh  their 
own  talents  and  circumstances,  and  visit  more  or  less,  according  to 
the  degree,  b  which  they  could  hope  thereby,  to  promote  the 
ereat  ends  of  the  ministry.  He  observed,  that  some  had  a  talent 
ror  entertaining  and  profiting,  by  occasional  visits  amoD^  their  peo- 
ple. They  have  words  at  command,  and  a  faciliQr  at  mtroducing 
profitable  religious  discourse,  in  a  manner  firee,  natural  and  familiar, 
and  apparendy  without  design  c^  contrivance.  He  supposed,^  that 
^ch  had  a  call,  to  ^end  a  great  deal  of  their  time,  in  visiting  their 

Siople;  but  he  looked  on  his  own  talents,  to  be  auite  otherwise, 
e  was  not  able  to  enter  into  a  free  ccmversation  witn  every  person 
he  met,  and,  in  an  ea^  manner,  turn  it  to  i^atever  topic  he  pleas- 
ed, without  the  help  oi  others,  and  it  may  be,  against  their  inclina- 
tions. He  therefore  found,  that  his  visits  of  this  kind,  must  be,  in 
a  great  degree,  unprofitable.  And  as  he  was  setded  in  a  large 
Mrish,  it  would  have  taken  up  a  great  part  of  his  time,  to  visit  fixm 
house  to  house,  which  he  thought  he  could  spend,  in  his  study,  to 
much  more  valuable  purposes,  and  so  better  promote  the  great  ends 
of  his  ministry.  For  it  appeared  to  him,  that  he  comd  do  the 
^eatest  good  to  the  souls  of  men,  and  most  promote  the  cause  of 
Christ,  by  preaching  and  writing,  and  conversing  with  persons  un- 
der religious  impressions,  in  his  studv ;  whither  he  encouraged  all 
such  to  repair ;  where  they  might  be  sure,  in  ordinary  cases,  to 
find  him,  and  to  be  allowed  easy  access  to  liim ;  and  where  they 
were  treated  with  all  desirable  tenderness,  kindness  and  famili.a- 
rity." 

Owbg  to  hi^  constant  watchfukiess,  and  self-denial  in  food  an4 
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sleep)  and  his  regular  attention  to  bodily  exercise,  notwithstanding 
the  feebleness  of  his  constitution,  few  students  are  capable  of  more 
close  or  more  long  continued  application,  than  he  was.  He  com- 
monly spent  diirteen  hours,  every  day,  in  his  study ;  and  these 
hours  were  passed,  not  in  perusing  or  treasuring  up  the  thoughts  of 
others,  but  in  employments  far  more  exhausting — in  the  investiga- 
tion of  difficult  subjects,  in  the  origination  and  arrangement  of 
thoughts,  in  the  invention  of  arguments,  and  in  the  discovery  of 
truths  and  principles.  Nor  was  his  exact  method,  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  his  time,  of  less  essential  service.  In  consequence  of  h» 
uniform  regularity  and  self-denial,  and  the  force  of  habit,  the 
powers  of  his  mind  were  always  at  his  command,  and  would  do 
their  prescribed  task  in  the  time  appointed.  This  enabled  him  to 
assign  the  preparation  of  his  sermons,  each  week,  to  given  days, 
and  specific  subjects  of  investigation  to  other  given  days ;  and  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  sickness,  or  joumepng,  or  some  other  extraordi- 
nary interruption,  it  was  rare,  indeed,  tiiat  he  failed  of  accomplish- 
ing every  part  of  his  weekly  task,  or  that  he  was  pressed  for  time 
in  the  accompUshment.  So  exact  was  the  distribution  of  his  time, 
and  so  perfect  the  command  of  his  mental  powers,  that  in  addition 
to  his  preparation  of  two  discourses  in  each  week,  his  stated  and 
occasional  lectures,  and  his  customary  pastoral  duties,  he  continued 
regularly  his  "  Notes  on  the  Scriptures,"  his  "  Miscella- 
nies," his  "  Types  of  the  Messiah,"  and  a  work  which  he 
soon  commenced,  entided,  "Prophecies  op  the  Messiah  in 
the  Old  Testament,  and  their  Fulfilment." 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1727,  Mr.  Edwards  was  married,  at  New 
Haven,  to  Miss  Sarah  Pierrepont.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Pierrepont,  Esq.  who  came  from  England  and  resided  in 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  was  a  younger  branch  of  a  most  distin- 
guished family,  in  his  own  country.  Her  father,  the  Rev.  James 
Pierrepont,  was  "  an  eminent,  pious  and  useful  minister,  at  New 
Haven."  He  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Hooker,  of  Farmington,  who  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  of  Hartford,  familiarly  denominated  "the  father  of  the 
Connecticut  Churches,"  and  "  well  known,  in  the  Churches  of 
England,  for  his  distinguished  talents  and  most  ardent  piety."  Mr» 
Pierrepont  was  one  of  the  principal  founders,  and  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees oi  Yale  College ;  and,  to  help  forward  the  infant  seminary^ 
read  lectures  to  the  students,  for  some  considerable  time,  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Moral  Philosophy.  The  Platform  of  the  Connecticut 
Churches,  established  at  Saybrook,  in  1708,  is  ascribed  to  his  pen. 
Miss  Pierrepont  was  bom  on  the  9th  of  January,  1710,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  was  in  the  18th  year  of  her  age.  She  was 
a  young  lady  of  uncommon  beauty.  Not  only  is  this  the  language 
of  tradition ;  but  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  first  saw  her  when  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  says  she  was  more  than  ordinarily  beautiful ;  and 
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her  portrait,  taken  by  a  respectable  English  painter,*  while  it  pre- 
sents a  form  and  features  not  often  rivalled,  exhibits  also  that  pe- 
culiar loveliness  of  expression,  which  is  tlie  combined  result  of  in- 
telligence, cheerfulness  and  benevolencfe.  The  native  powers  of 
her  mind,  were  of  a  superior  order ;  and  her  parents  being  in  easy 
circumstances,  and  of  liberal  views,  provided  for  their  children  all 
the  advantages  of  an  enlightened  and  polished  education.  In  her 
manners  she  was  gentle  and  courteous,  amiable  in  her  behaviour, 
and  the  law  of  kindness  appeared  to  govern  all  her  conversation 
and  conduct.  She  was  also  a  rare  example  of  early  piety ;  having 
exhibited  the  life  and  power  of  religion,  and  that  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  when  only  five  years  of  age  ;f  and  having  also  confirmed 
the  hopes  which  her  friends  then  cherished,  bv  the  uniform  and  in- 
creasing excellence  of  her  character,  in  childhood  and  youth.  So 
warm  and  animated  were  her  religious  feelings,  in  every  period  of 
Ufe,  that  they  might  perhaps  have  been  regarded  as  endiusiastic, 
had  they  not  been  under  the  control  of  true  delicacy  and  sound 
discretion.  Mr.  Edwards  had  known  her  several  years  before  their 
marriage,  and  firom  the  following  passage,  written  on  a  blank  leaf, 
in  1723,  it  is  obvious,  that  even  then  her  uncommon  piety,  at  least, 
had  arrested  his  attention.  "  They  say  there  is  a  young  lady  in 
[New  Haven]  who  is  beloved  of  that  Great  Being,  who  made  and 
rules  the  world,  and  that  there  are  certain  seasons  m  which  this 
Great  Being,  in  some  way  or  other  invisible,  comes  to  her  and  fills 
her  mind  widi  exceeding  sweet  delight,  and  that  she  hardly  cares 
for  any  thing,  except  to  meditate  on  him — ^that  she  expects  after 
a  while  to  be  received  up  where  he  is,  to  be  raised  up  out  of  the 
¥W)rld  and  caught  up  into  heaven  ;  being  assured  that  he  loves  her 
too  well  to  let  her  remain  at  a  distance  from  him  always.  There 
she  IS  to  dwell  with  him,  and  to  be  ravished  with  his  love  and  de- 
K^ht  forever.  Therefore,  if  you  present  all  the  world  before  her, 
with  the  richest  of  its  treasures,  she  disregards  it  and  cares  not  for 
it,  and  is  unmindful  of  any  pam  or  affliction.  She  has  a  strange 
sweetness  in  her  mind,  and  singular  purity  in  her  affections ;  is 
most  just  and  conscientious  in  all  her  conduct;  and  you  could  not 
persuade  her  to  do  any  thing  WTong  or  siniul,  ifyou  would  give  her 
all  the  world,  lest  she  should  oflfend  this  Great  Being.  She  is  of  a 
wonderful  sweetness,  calmness  and  universal  benevolence  of  mind ; 
especially  after  this  Great  Grodhas  manifested  himself  to  her  mind. 


♦  The  Rev.  Dr.  Erskine,  the  warm  friend  and  the  correspondent  of  Mr,  Ed- 
trards,  being  desirotui  of  proeuriog  a  correct  portrait,  both  of  him  and  his  wife, 
and  hearing  that  a  respectable  English  painter  was  in  Boston,  forwarded  to  hLi 
agent  in  that  town,  the  sura  requisite,  not  only  for  the  portraits,  but  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  journey.  They  were  taken  in  1740 ;  and  after  the  death  of  Dr. 
Erakine,  were  very  kindty  transmitted  by  his  Executor,  to  Dr.  Edwards. 

t  Hopkins'  Life  of  Edwards..  Dr.  H.  resided  in  the  family  a  considerable 
time. 
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She  wiU  sometinies  go  about  fir^Hn  place  to  place,  singing  sweetly ; 
and  seems  to  be  always  full  of  joy  and  pleasure;  and  no  one  knows 
for  what.  She  loves  to  be  alone,  walking  in  the  fields  and  groves, 
and  seems  to  have  some  one  invisible  always  conversing  with  her." 
After  due  allowance  is  made  for  animation  of  feeling,  the  reader 
will  be  convinced,  that  such  a  tesdnKmy,  concerning  a  young  lady 
of  thirteen,  could  not  have  been  given,  by  so  competent  a  judge, 
had  there  not  been  somethmg  unusual  in  the  purity  and  elevation 
of  her  mind,  and  the  excellence  of  her  life.  Few  persons,  we  are 
convinced,  no  older  than  she  was  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  have 
made  equal  progress  in  holiness ;  and  rare,  very  rare,  is  the  in- 
stance, m  which  such  a  connexion  results  in  a  purer  or  more  unin- 
terrupted happiness.  It  was  a  union,  founded  on  high  personal 
esteem,  and  on  a  mutual  affection,  which  continually  grew,  and 
ripened,  and  mellowed  for  the  time  of  harvest.  The  station,  which 
she  was  called  to  fill  at  this  early  age,  is  one  of  great  delicacy,  as 
well  as  responsibility,  and  is  attended  with  many  difficulties.  She 
entered  on  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  to  her  family  and 
the  people,  to  which  it  summoned  her,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
guidance  and  support  of  God  ;  and  perhaps  no  stronger  evidence 
can  be  given  of  her  substantial  worth,  than  that  fit>m  the  first  she 
discharged  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  secure  the  high  and  in- 
creasing approbation  of  all  who  knew  her. 

The  attention  to  religion,  which  has  been  mentioned,  as  com- 
mencing about  the  period  of  Mr.  Edwards'  ordination,  though  at 
no  time  extensive,  continued  about  two  years,  and  was  followed  by 
scleral  years  of  inattention  and  indifference.  His  public  labours 
were  continued  with  faithfulness,  but  with  no  peculiar  success ;  and 
he  had  reason  to  lament  the  too  perceptible  declension  of  his  peo- 
ple, both  in  religion  and  morals. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1729,  his  venerable  colleague  was 
removed  fi*om  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labours.  This  event  was 
sincerely  and  tenderly  lamented  by  the  people  of  Northampton,  as 
well  as  extensively  throughout  the  Province.  His  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  by  his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  William  Williams,  of 
Hatfield ;  and  numerous  clergymen,  in  their  own  desks,  paid  a 
similar  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory. 

In  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  the  health  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in 
consequence  of  too  close  application,  so  far  failed  him,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  absent  fi-om  his  people  several  months.  Early  in 
May,  he  was  at  New  Haven,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Edwards  and 
their  infant  child,  a  daughter  bom  Aug.  25th,  1728.  In  Septem- 
ber, his  father,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  daughters,  expresses  the 
hope  that  the  health  of  his  son  is  so  far  restored,  as  to  enable  him 
to  resume  his  labours,  and  to  preach  twice  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
summer  was  probably  passed,  partly  at  Northampton,  and  partly  in 
travelling. 
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His  visit  to  Windsor,  in  September,  gave  him  his  last  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  his  sister  Jerusha,  whom  he  tenderly  loved ;  and  who 
a  little  while  before,  had  passed  a  considerable  time  with  her 
jriends  in  Northampton.  She  was  attacked  with  a  malignant  fe- 
ver, in  December,  and,  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  died  at  her 
father's  house.  The  uncommon  strength  and  excellence  of  her 
character,  rendered  her  peculiarly  dear  to  all  her  relatives  and 
friends;  and  from  the  testimonials  of  her  father,  of  four  of  her 
sisters,  and  of  a  friend  of  the  family  at  a  distance,  written  soon 
after  her  death,*  I  have  ascertained  the  following  particulars.  She 
was  bom  in  June,  1710,  and,  on  the  testimony  of  that  friend,  was 
a  young  lady  of  great  sweetness  of  temper,  of  a  fine  understanding 
and  of  a  beautiful  countenance.  She  was  devoted  to  reading  from 
childhood,  and  though  fond  of  books  of  taste  and  amusement,  she 
customarily  preferred  those  which  require  close  thought,  and  are 
fitted  to  strengthen  and  inform  the  mind.  Like  her  sisters,  she 
had  received  a  thorough  education,  both  English  and  classical,  and 
by  her  proficiency,  had  justified  the  views  of  her  fadier  and  sus- 
tained die  honour  and  claims  of  her  sex.  In  conversation,  she 
was  solid  and  instructive  beyond  her  years,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
was  sprightly  and  active,  and  had  an  uncommon  share  of  native  wit 
and  humour.  Her  wit  was  always  delicate  and  kind,  and  used 
merely  for  recreation.  According  to  the  rule  she  prescribed  to 
another,  it  constituted  "  the  sauce,  and  not  the  food,  in  the  enter- 
tainment." Being  fond  of  retirement  and  meditation  fix^m  early 
life,  she  passed  much  of  her  leisure  time  in  solitary  walks  in  the 
groves  behind  her  father's  house  ;  and  the  richness  of  her  mind, 
in  moral  reflection  and  philosophical  remark,  proved  that  these 
hours  were  not  wasted  in  reverie,  but  occupied  by  solid  thought 
and  profitable  contemplation.  Habitually  serene  and  cheerful,  she 
was  contented  and  happy ;  not  envious  of  others,  not  desirous  of 
admiration,  not  ambitious  nor  aspiring  :  and  while  she  valued  high- 
ly the  esteem  of  her  fi'iends  and  of  the  wise  and  good,  she  was 
firmly  convinced  that  her  happiness  depended,  chiefly  and  ulti- 
mately, on  the  state  of  her  own  mind.  She  appeared  to  have 
gained  the  entire  government  of  her  temper  and  her  passions,  dis- 
covered uncommon  equanimity  and  firmness  under  trials,  and 
while,  in  diflicult  cases,  she  sought  the  best  advice,  yet  ultimately 
acted  for  herself.  Her  religious  life  began  in  childhood  ;  and  fix)m 
that  time,  meditation,  prayer,  and  reading  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
were  not  a  prescribed  task,  but  a  coveted  enjoyment.  Her  sisters, 
who  knew  how  much  of  her  time  she  daily  passed  alone,  had  the 
best  reason  to  believe  that  no  place  was  so  pleasant  to  her  as  her 
own  retirement,  and  no  society  so  delightful  as  solitude  with  God. 


**  Thin  last  wae  publislied. 
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She  read  Theology,  as  a  Science,  with  the  deepest  interest,  and 
pursued  the  systematic  study  of  the  Scriptures,  by  the  help  of  the 
best  commentaries.  Her  observance  of  the  Sabbath  was  exem- 
plary, in  solemnly  preparing  for  it,  in  allotting  to  it  the  prescribed 
hours,  and  in  devoting  it  only  to  sacred  employments ;  and  in  the 
solemn  and  entire  devotion  of  her  mind  to  the  duties  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, she  appeared,  habitually,  to  feel  with  David,  "  Holiness  be- 
cometh  thme  house  forever."  Few  persons  attend  more  closely  to 
preaching,  or  judge  more  correctly  concerning  it,  or  have  higher 
pleasure  in  that  which  is  solid,  pungent  andpract  cal.  She  saw  and 
conversed  with  God,  in  his  works  of  creation  and  providence. 
Her  religious  joy  was,  at  times,  intense  and  elevated.  After  telling 
one  of  her  sisters,  on  a  particular  occasion,  that  she  could  not  de- 
scribe it,  she  observed  to  her,  that  it  seemed  like  a  streak  of  light 
shining  m  a  dark  place ;  and  reminded  her  of  a  line  in  Watt's 
Lyrics, 

*^  And  sudden,  from  tho  cleaving  skies,  a  gleam  of  glory  broke.'' 

Her  conscience  was  truly  enlightened,  and  her  conduct  appear- 
ed to  be  governed  by  principle.  She  approved  of  the  best  things ; 
discovered  great  reverence  for  religion,  and  strong  attachment  to 
the  truly  pious  and  conscientious ;  was  severe  in  her  estimate  of 
herself,  and  charitable  in  judging  of  others ;  was  not  easily  pro- 
voked, and  usually  tried  to  excuse  the  provocation ;  was  unapt  to 
cherish  prejudices,  and  lamented,  and  strove  to  conceal,  the  faults 
of  christians. 

On  the  testimony  of  those  who  knew  her  best,  "  She  was  a  re- 
markably loving,  duuful,  obedient  daughter,  and  a  very  kind  and 
loving  sister,"  "  very  helpful  and  serviceable  in  the  family,  and 
willingly  labouring  with  her  own  hands,"  very  "  kind  and  friendly 
to  her  neighbours,"  attentive  to  the  sick,  charitable  to  the  poor, 
prone  to  sympathize  with  the  afiUcted,  and  merciful  to  the  brutes ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  respectful  to  superiors,  obliging  to  equals, 
condescending  and  afiable  to  inferiors,  and  manifesting  sincere  good 
will  to  all  mankind.  Courteous  and  easy  in  her  manners,  she  was 
also  modest,  unostentatious  and  retiring  ;  and,  while  she  uniformly 
respected  herself,  she  commanded  the  respect  of  aU  who  saw  her. 
She  was  fond  of  all  that  was  comely  in  dress,  but  averse  to  every 
thing  gay  and  gaudy.  She  loved  peace,  and  strove  to  reconcile 
those  who  were  at  variance ;  was  delicately  attentive  to  those  of 
her  sex,  who  were  slighted  by  others;  received  reproofs  with 
meekness,  and  told  others  of  their  faults,  with  so  much  sweetness 
and  faithfubiess,  as  to  increase  their  esteem  and  affection  for  her- 
self. She  detested  all  guile,  and  management,  and  deception,  all 
flattery  and  falsehood,  and  wholly  refiised  to  associate  with  those 
who  exhibited  this  character.     She  was  most  careful  and  select  in 
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her  friendships,  and  most  true  and  faithful  to  her  friends— highly 
valuing  tlieir  affection,  and  discovering  the  deepest  interest  in  dieir 
welfare.  Her  conversation  and  conduct,  indicated  uncommon  in- 
nocence and  purity  of  mind  ;  and  she  avoided  many  things,  which 
are  thought  correct  by  multitudes,  who  are  strictly  virtuous*  Dur- 
ing her  sickness,  she  was  not  forsaken.  A  day  or  two  before  its 
termination,  she  manifested  a  remarkable  admiration  of  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  sinners,  and  particu- 
larly to  herself :  saying,  "It  is  wonderfiJ,  it  surprizes  me."  A 
part  of  the  time,  she  was  in  some  degree  delirious ;  but,  when  her 
mind  wandered,  it  seemed  to  wander  heavenward.  Just  before 
her  death,  she  attempted  to  sing^  a  hymn,  entitled,  "  The  Absence 
of  Christ,"  and  died,  in  the  full  possession  of  her  rational  powers, 
expresang  her  hope  of  eternal  salvation  through  his  blood.  This 
first  example  of  the  ravages  of  death,  in  this  numerous  family, 
was  a  most  trying  event  to  all  its  members ;  and  the  tenderness, 
with  which  they  cherished  the  memory  of  her  who  was  gone,  pro- 
bably terminated  only  with  life. 

The  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  was  bom  on 
the  26th  of  the  following  April,  and  named  Jerusha,  after  their  de- 
ceased sister. 

In  July,  1731,  Mr.  Edwards  being  m  Boston,  delivered  a  Ser- 
mon at  die  public  lecture,  entitled,  "  Gtod  glorified  in  Man's  De- 
pendence," firom  1  Cor.  i.  29,  30.  "  That  no  flesh  should  elory  in 
his  presence.  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus,  toho  ojGod  is 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  re-- 
demption.  That  according  as  it  is  toritten,  He  that  glorieth,  let 
kirn  glory  in  the  Lord,^^  It  was  published,  at  the  request  of  seve- 
ral ministers,  and  others  who  heard  it,  and  preceded  by  a  preface, 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Prince  and  Cooper,  of  Boston.  This  was 
his  first  publication,  and  is  scarcely  known  to  the  American  reader 
of  his  Works.  The  subject  was  at  that  time  novel,  as  exliibited 
by  the  preacher,  and  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  audience,  and 
on  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  who  were  particularly  active  in  procuring 
its  publication.  "  It  was  with  no  small  difficulty,"  say  they,  "  that 
tiie  author's  youth  and  modesty  were  prevailed  on,  to  let  him  ap- 
pear a  preacher  in  our  public  lecture,  and  afterwards  to  give  us  a 
copy  of  his  discourse,  at  the  desire  of  divers  ministers,  and  others 
who  heard  it.  But,  as  we  quickly  found  him  to  be  a  workman  that 
need  not  be  ashamed  before  his  brethren,  our  satisfaction  was  the 
greater,  to  see  him  pitching  upon  so  noble  a  subject,  and  treating  it 
with  so  much  strength  and  clearness,  as  the  judicious  will  perceive 
in  the  following  composure :  a  subject,  which  secures  to  God  his 

freat  design,  in  the  work  of  fallen  man's  redemption  by  the  Lord 
esus  Christ,  which  is  evidentiy  so  laid  out,  as  that  the  gk>ry  of  the 
whole  should  return  to  him  the  blessed  ordaber,  purchaser,  and 
applier ;  a  subject,  which  enters  deep  into  practical  religion ;  with- 
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out  the  belief  of  which,  that  mu§t  soon  die  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  men." 

The  following  is  the  testimony,  borne  by  these  excellent  men, 
to  the  talents  and  piety  of  the  author : 

"  We  cannot,  therefore,  but  express  our  joy  and  thankfulness, 
that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  is  pleased  still  to  raise  up,  from 
among  the  children  of  his  people,  for  the  supply  of  his  churches, 
those  who  assert  and  maintain  these  evangelical  principles  5  and 
that  our  churches,  not\^ithstanding  all  their  degeneracies,  have  still 
a  high  value  for  just  principles,  and  for  those  who  publicly  own  and 
teach  them.  And,  as  we  cannot  but  wish  and  pray,  that  the  Col- 
lege in  the  neighbouring  colony,  as  well  as  our  own,  may  be  a 
fruitful'mother  of  many  such  sons  as  the  author ;  so  we  heartily  re- 
joice, in  the  special  favour  of  Providence,  in  bestowing  such  a  rich 
gift  on  the  happy  church  of  Northampton,  which  has,  fw  so  many 
lustres  of  years,  flourished  under  the  influence  of  such  pious  doc- 
trines, taught  them  in  the  excellent  ministry  of  their  late  venerable 
pastor,  whose  gift  and  spirit  we  hope  will  long  live  and  shine  in  his 
grandson;  to  the  end  that  they  may  abound  m  all  the  lovely  fruits 
of  evangelical  humility  and  thankfulness,  to  the  glory  of  God." 

The  discourse  itself,  deserves  this  high  commendation.  It  was 
the  commencement  of  a  series  of  effijrts,  on  the  part  of  the  author, 
to  illustrate  the  glory  of  God,  as  appearing  in  the  greatest  of  all  his 
works,  the  work  of  man's  redemption.  Rare  indeed  is  the  instance, 
in  which  a  first  publication  is  equally  rich  in  condensed  thought, 
or  in  new  and  elevated  conceptions. 

The  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  also  a  daughter,  was 
bom,  February  13th,  1732,  and  received  the  name  of  Esther,  af- 
ter his  Mother  and  Mrs.  Stoddard. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Remarkable  Revival  of  Religion^  in  1734,  and  '35. — Its  Extent 
and  Power. — Manner  of  treating  Awakened  Sinners. — Causes 
of  its  Decline. — Religious  Controversy  in  Hampshire. — Deaih 
of  his  Sister  Ijucy. — Characteristics  of  Mrs.  Edwards. — Re^ 
inainder  of  Personal  JVarraiive. 

Early  in  1732,  the  state  of  religion  in  Northampton,  which  had 
been  for  several  years  on  the  decline,  began  gradually,  and  per- 
ceptibly, to  grow  better  5  and,  an  obvious  check  was  given,  to  the 
open  prevalence  of  disorder  and  Ucentiousness.  Immoral  practices, 
which  had  long  been  customary,  were  regarded  as  disgraceful,  and 
extensively  renounced.  The  young,  who  had  been  the  chief  abet- 
tors of  these  disorders^  and  on  whom  the  means  of  grace  had  ex- 
erted no  salutary  influence,  discovered  more  of  a  disposition  to 
hearken  to  the  counsels  of  their  parents,  and  the  admonitions  of 
the  Grospel,  relinquished  by  degrees  their  more  gross  and  public 
sins,  and  attended  on  the  worship  of  the  Sabbath  more  generally, 
and  with  greater  decorum  and  seriousness  of  mind ;  and,  among 
the  people  as  a  body,  there  was  a  larger  number  than  before,  who 
manifested  a  personal  interest  in  their  own  salvation.  This  desira- 
ble change  in  the  congregation,  became  more  and  more  percepti- 
ble, throughout  that  and  die  following  year.  At  the  latter  end  of 
1733,  there  appeared  a  very  unusual  flexibleness,  and  a  disposi- 
tion to  yield  to  advice^  in  the  young  of  both  sexes  ;  on  an  occasion, 
too,  and  under  circumkances,  where  it  was  wholly  unexpected.  It 
had  long,  and  perhaps  always,  been  the  custom  in  Northamptbn,  to 
devote  Ae  Sabbath  evening,  and  the  evening  after  the  stated  pub- 
lic lecture,  to  visiting  and  diversion.  On  a  Sabbath  preceding  one 
of  the  public  lectures,  Mr.  Edwards  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
subject,  explaining  the  mischievous  consequences  of  this  unhappy 
practice,  exhorting  the  young  to  a  reformation ;  and  calling  on  pa- 
rents and  masters,  universally,  to  come  to  an  explicit  agreement 
with  one  another,  to  govern  tiieir  families  in  this  respect,  and  on 
these  evenings,  to  keep  their  children  and  servants  at  home.  The 
following  evening,  it  so  happened  that,  among  a  considerable  num- 
ber visiting  at  his  house,  there  were  individuals  from  every  part  of 
the  town;  and  he  took  that  occasion,  to  propose  to  those  who 
were  present,  that  they  should,  in  his  name,  request  the  heads  of 
faoiilies  in  then:  respective  neighbourhoods,  to  assemble  the  next 
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day,  and  converse  upon  the  subject,  and  agree,  every  one,  to  re- 
strain his  own  family.  They  did  so.  Such  a  meeting  was  accor- 
dingly held  in  each  neighbourhood,  and  the  proposal  was  univer- 
sally comphed  with.  But,  when  they  made  known  this  agreement 
to  theii*  families,  they  found  little  or  no  restraint  necessary ;  for  the 
young  people,  ahnost  without  exception,  declared  that  diey  were 
convinced,  by  what  they  had  heard  from  the  desk,  of  the  impropri* 
ety  of  the  practice,  and  were  teady  cheerfully  to  relinquish  it. 
From  that  time  forward,  it  was  given  up,  and  there  was  an  imme- 
diate and  thorough  reformation  of  those  disorders  and  immoralities, 
which  it  had  occasidned.  This  unexpected  occurrence,  tenderly 
afiected  and  sblenmized  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  happily  pre- 
pared them  for  events  of  still  deeper  interest. 

Just  after  this,  there  began  to  be  an  unusual  concern  on  the  suh^ 
ject  of  religion,  at  a  litde  hamlet  called  Pascommuck,  consisting  of 
a  few  farm  houses,  about  three  miles  from  the  principal  setderaent; 
and  a  number  of  persons,  at  that  place,  appeared  to  be  savingly 
converted.  In  the  ensuing  spring,  the  sudden  and  awful  death  of 
a  young  man,  who  became  immediately  delirious,  and  continued  so 
until  he  died ;  followed  by  that  of  a  yoimg  married  woman,  who, 
after  great  mental  suffering,  appearea  to  find  peace  with  God,  and 
died  fiill  of  comfort,  in  a  most  earnest  and  affecting  manner  warn* 
ing  and  coimselling  others ;  contibuted  extensively,  and  powerful- 
ly, to  solemnize  the  minds  of  the  young,  and  to  excite  a  deeper 
interest  on  the  subject  of  religion,  throughout  the  congregation. 

The  fourth  child  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  wag 
bom  April  7th,  1734,  and  baptized  by  th^  name  of  Mary. 

In  the  autumn,  Mr.  Edwards  recommended  to  the  young  peo* 
pie,  on  the  day  of  each  stated  public  lecture,  t(i  assemble  in  various 
parts  of  the  town,  and  spend  the  evening  in  prayer,  and  the  other 
duties  of  social  religion.  This  they  readily  did,  and  their  exam-* 
J)le  was  followed,  by  those  who  were  older. 

The  tolemnity  of  mind,  which  now  began  16  pervade  the  church 
and  congregation,  and  wWch  was  constandy  increasing,  had  a  visi- 
ble re-action  on  aJl  the  labours  of  Mr.  Edwards,  public  as  well  as 
fNrivaCe;  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  find  discours^s,iii  an^  language,mor0 
solenm,  spiritual  or  powerful,  than  many  of  those  which  he  now  deliv- 
ered. One  of  these,  firom  Matt.  xvi.  17,  entided, "  A  Divine  and  Su- 
pernatural Light  immediately  imparted  to  the  Soul  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  shown  to  be  both  a  Scriptural  and  Rational  doctrine,^'  excited 
uncommon  interest  in  the  hearers,  and,  at  their  request,  was  now 
published.  As  an  exhibition  of  rehgion,  as  existtinc  within  the  soul^ 
m  one  of  its  peculiar'  forms  or  aspects,  it  will  be  found,  in  the  pe- 
rusal, remarkably  adapted  to  enlighten,  to  refresh  and  to  sanctify ; 
while  the  evidence  of  die  reality  of  such  a  light,  as  derived  both  from 
the  Scriptures  and  from  Reason,  will  convince  ^very  unprejudiced 
mind. 

Vol.  t  1# 
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At  this  time,  a  violent  controversy,  respectmg  Arminianism,  pre- 
vailed extensively  over  that  part  of  New-England,  and  the  friends 
of  vital  piety  in  Northampton,  regarded  it  as  likely  to  have  a  most 
unhappy  bearing  on  the  mterests  of  religion  in  that  place ;  but^ 
contrary  to  their  fears,  it  served  to  solemnize,  rather  than  to  excite 
animosity,  and  was  powerfully  overruled  (or  the  promotion  of  reli- 
gion.    Mr.  Edwards,  well  knowing  that  the  points  at  issue  had  an 
immediate  bearing  on  the  great  subject  of  Salvation,  and  that  man- 
kind never  can  be  so  powerfully  affected  by  any  subject,  as  when 
their  attention  to  it  has  been  strongly  excited;  determined,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  fears  and  the  counsels  of  many  of  his  friends,  to  ex-* 
plain  his  own  views  to  his  people,  from  the  desk.     Accordingly,  he 
preached  a  series  of  sermons,  on  the  various  points  relating  to  the 
controversy,  and  among  others^  his  well-known  Discourses,  on  the 
great  doctrine  of  Justification  by  Faith  alone.     For  this,  he  was 
severely  censured  by  numbers  on  the  spot,  as  well  as  ridiculed  by 
many  elsewhere.*     The  event,  however,  proved  that  he  had  judg- 
ed wisely.   In  his  discourses,  he  explained  the  scriptural  conditions 
of  salvation,  and  exposed  the  errors  then  prevalent  with  regard  to 
them,  with  so  much  force  of  argument,  and  in  a  manner  so  solemn 
and  practical,  that  it  was  attended  with  a  signal  blessing  from  hea- 
ven, on  tlie  people  of  his  charge.  Many,  who  had  cherished  these 
errors,  were  convinced  that  theycould  be  justified  only  by  the  right- 
eousness of  Christ ;  while  others,  who  had  not,  were  brought  ta  ■ 
feel,  that  they  must  be  renewed  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  aad  the  minds 
of  both  were  led  the  more  earnestly  to  seek  that  they  might  be  ac- 
cepted of  God.     In  the  latter  part  of  December,  five  or  six  indi- 
viduals appeared  to  be  very  suddenly  and  savingly  converted,  one 
after  another ;  and  some  of  them,  in  a  manner  so  remarkable,  as  to 
awdcen  and  solemnize  very  great  numbers,  of  all  ages  and  con- 
ditions. 

The  year  1735,  opened  on  Northampton,  in  a  most  au^cioua 
manner.  A  deep  and  solemn  interest,  in  the  great  truths  of  reli- 
gion, had  become  universal  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  among  all 
classes  of  people.  This  was  the  only  subject  of  conversation,  in 
every  company ;  and  almost  the  only  buaness  of  the  people,  ap- 

*  Among  those,  who  opposed  Mr.  Edwards  on  this  occasion,  were  several 
members  of  a  family,  in  a  neighbouring  town,  nearly  connected  with  hi>  own, 
and  possessing,  from  its  numbers,  wealth  and  respectability,  a  considerable 
■hftre  of  influence.  Their  religious  sentiments  differed  widely  from  his,  and 
their  opposition  to  him,  in  the  course  which  he  now  pursued,  became  direct 
and  violent.  As  his  defence  of  his  own  opinions  was  regarded  as  triumphant, 
they  appear  to  have  felt,  in  some  degree,  the  shame  and  mortification  of  a 
defeat ;  and  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Edwards,  though  he  resorted  to  every  hon- 
ourable method  of  conciliation,  became,  on  their  part,  a  settled  personal  hostil- 
ity. It  is  probable,  that  their  advice  to  Mr.  Edwards,  to  refrain  fVom  the  con- 
troversy, and  particularly,  not  to  publish  his  sentiments  with  regard  to  it,  waa 
given  somewhat  categorically,  and  with  a  f\ill  expectation  that  he,  young  as  he 
was,  would  comply  with  it.  His  refusal  so  to  do,  was  an  offence  not  to  be  for- 
^iven.    We  shall  have  occasion  to  recur  to  this  subject  again^ 
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peared  to  be,  to  secure  their  salvation.  So  extensive  was  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit  of  God^  that  there  was  scarcely  an  individual 
in  the  town,  either  old  or  young,  who  was  left  unconcerned  about 
the  great  things  of  the  eternal  world.  This  was  true  of  the  gayest, 
of  the  most  licentious,  and  of  the  most  hostile  to  religion.  And  in 
the  midst  of  this  universal  attention,  the  work  of  conversion  was 
carried  on  in  the  most  astonishing  manner.  Every  day  witnessed 
its  triumphs ;  and  so  great  was  the  alteration  in  the  appearance  of 
the  town,  that  in  the  spring  and  summer  following,  it  appeared  to 
be  fiiU  of  the  presence  of  God.  There  was  scarcely  a  house, 
which  did  not  furnish  the  tokens  of  his  presence,  and  scarcely  a 
family  which  did  not  present  the  trophies  of  his  grace.  "  The 
town,"  says  Mr.  Eld  wards,  "  was  never  so  full  of  love,  nor  so  full  of 
joy,  nor  yet  so  full  of  distress,  as  it  was  then."  Whenever  he  met 
the  people  in  the  sanctuary,  he  not  only  saw  the  house  crowded, 
but  every  hearer  earnest  to  receive  the  truth  of  God,  and  often 
the  whole  assembly  dbsolved  in  tears :  some  weeping  for  sorrow, 
others  for  joy,  and  others  from  compassion.  In  the  months  of  March 
and  April,  when  the  work  of  God  was  carried  on  with  the  greatest 
power,  he  supposes  the  number,  apparently  of  genuine  conversions, 
to  have  been  at  least  four  a  day,  or  nearly  thirty  a  week,  take  one 
week  with  another,  for  five  or  six  weeks  together. 

During  the  winter  and  spring,  many  persons  from  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  came  to  Northampton,  to  attend  the  stated  lectures  of 
Mr.  Edwards ;  many  others,  on  business,  or  on  visits ;  and  many 
t>thers,  from  a  distance,  having  heard  contradictory  reports  of  the 
state  of  things,  came  to  see  and  examine  for  themselves.  Of  these, 
great  numbers  had  their  consciences  awakened,  were  savingly 
wrought  upon,  and  went  home  rejoicing  in  the  forgiving  love  of 
God.  This  appeared  to  be  the  means  of  spreading  the  same  in- 
fluence in  the  adjacent  towns,  and  in  places  more  remote,  so  that 
no  less  than  ten  towns  in  the  same  county,  and  seventeen  in  the 
adjoining  colony  of  Connecticut,  within  a  short  time,  were  favoured 
with  Revivals  of  Religion. 

This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  remarkable  events  of  the 
kind,  that  has  occurred  since  the  Canon  of  the  New  Testament 
was  finished.  It  was  so  on  account  of  its  universality :  no  class, 
nor  age,  nor  description,  was  exempt.  Upwards  of  fifty  persons 
above  forty  years  of  age,  and  ten  above  ninety,  near  thirty  between 
ten  and  fourteen,  and  one  of  four,^  became,  in  the  view  of  Mr. 


*  Of  the  eonveraion  of  this  child,  whose  name  was  Phehe  BaKlett,  a  roost 
minote  and  interesting  account  is  given  in  the  ^*  Narrative  of  Surprizing  Con- 
versions." Dr.  Edwards,  under  date  of  March  30,  1789,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Rv- 
land,  says,  *•*'  In  answer  to  your  enquiry,  in  a  former  letter,  concerning  Phebe 
Bartleit,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  she  is  yet  living,  and  has  uniformly  main- 
tained the  character  of  a  true  convert." 
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Edwards,  the  subjects  of  the  renewing  grace  of  God.  It  was  ao 
on  account  of  the  unusual  numbers,  who  appeared  to  become  chris- 
tians :  amounting  to  more  than  three  hundred  persons,  m  half  a 
jrear,  and  about  as  many  of  them  males  as  females.  Previous  to 
one  sacrament,  about  one  hundred  were  received  to  the  commun- 
ion, and  near  sixty  previous  to  another ;  and  the  whole  number  of 
communicants,  at  one  time,  was  about  six  hundred  and  twenty,  in- 
ehidmg  almost  all  the  adult  population  of  the  town.  It  was  so  in  its 
rapid  progress,  in  its  amazing  power,  in  the  depth  of  the  convictions 
felt,  and  in  the  degree  of  light,  of  love,  and  of  joy  communicated ;  as 
well  as  in  it3  great  extent,  and  in  its  swift  propagation,  fixnn  place 
to  place. 

Early  in  the  progress  of  this  work  of  grace,  Mr.  Edwards  seems 
$0  have  decided  for  himself,  the  manner  in  which  he  was  bound  to 
treat  awakened  sinners  i — ^to  urge  repentance  on  every  such  sinner, 
as  his  immediate  duty ;  to  insist  that  God  b  under  no  manner  of 
obligation  to  any  unrenewed  man ;  and  that  a  man  can  challenge 
nothing,  either  in  absolute  justice,  or  by  free  promise,  on  account  of 
any  thing  he  does  before  he  repents  and  believes.  He  was  folly 
convinced  that  if  he  had  taught  those,  who  came  to  consult  him  m 
their  spiritual  troubles,  any  other  doctrines,  he  should  have  taken 
the  most  direct  course,  to  have  utterly  undone  them.  The  dis- 
courses, which,  beyond  measure  more  than  any  others  which  he 
preached,  "  had  an  immediate  saving  effect,"  were  several  from 
Horn.  iii.  19,  "  TJuit  every  mouth  may  be  stopped^^^-^in  which  he 
endeavoured  to  show  that  it  would  be  just  with  God,  forever  to  re- 
ject, and  cast  off,  mere  natural  men. 

Though  it  had  not  been  the  custom,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
for  a  long  period  at  Northampton,  to  require  of  candidates  for 
admission  to  the  church,  a  credible  relation  of  the  evidences  of  their 
own  conversion,  because,  if  unconverted,  they  were  supposed  to 
have  a  right  to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  a  convert- 
ing ordinance ;  yet  Mr.  Edwards  supposed  he  had  very  "  sufficient 
evidence"  of  the  conversion  of  those  who  were  now  admitted. 
There  can  be  but  litde  doubt,  however,  that,  if  the  rules  of  the 
church  had  required,  in  every  case,  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  candidate's  pienr,  the  period  of  probation  would  have  been 
longer,  the  daneer  of  a  false  profession  more  solemnly  realized, 
and  die  examination  of  each  individual,  by  the  pastor  of  the  churcl^ 
as  well  as  by  himself,  far  more  strict;  or  that  many,  at  first,  regard- 
ed, both  by  themselves  and  others,  as  unquestionably  christians, 
would  not,  at  that  time,  have  made  a  profession  of  religion.  But 
unfortunately  he  had  never  folly  examined  the  scriptural  ground 
for  admission  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  and,  like  many  others,  had 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  Mr.  Stoddard'?  views  of  the  subject  wer^ 
just.  Had  he  investigated  it  as  thoroughly,  at  that  unportant 
(crisis,  a?  h^  did  afterward?,  there  can  be  butU^e  doubt  tba^  in  th^ 
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lii^^state  of  religious  feeling  then  prevalent,  the  church  would 
readily  have  changed  its  ]Nractice,  or  that  all  the  candidates  for 
admission,  would  have  consented  to  a  thorough  examination.  Had 
such  indeed  been  the  issue,  Mr.  Edwards  himself  would  have  been 
saved  from  many  trials,  and  the  church  and  people  of  Northamp- 
ton from  great  and  incalculable  evils:  still  it  may  well  be  doubted, 
whether  the  actual  result  has  not  occasioned  a  far  greater  amount 
of  good,  to  the  church  at  large. 

Li  the  latter  part  of  May,  1735,  this  great  work  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  began  obviously  to  decline,  and  the  instances  of  conversion 
to  be  less  numerous,  bodi  at  Northampton  and  in  the  neighbouring 
villages.  One  principal  cause  of  this  declension,  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  in  all  these  places,  both  among  minis- 
ters and  private  christians,  the  physical  excitement  had  been  greater, 
than  the  human  constitution  can,  for  a  long  period,  endure.  No- 
thing, it  should  be  remembered,  exhausts  the  strength  and  the  ani- 
mal q)irits,  like  feeling.  One  hour  of  intense  joy,  or  of  mtense 
sorrow,  wUl  more  entirely  prostrate  the  frtune,  than  weeks  of  close 
study.  In  revivals  of  religion,  as  they  have  hitherto  appeared,  the 
nerves  of  the  whole  man— of  body,  mind  and  heart, — are  kept  con- 
tinually on  the  stretch,  from  month  to  month ;  until  at  lengdi  they 
are  relaxed,  and  become  non-elastic :  and  then  all  feeling  and 
energy,  of  every  kind,  is  gone.  Another  reason  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  those,  who  had  so  long  witnessed  this, 
remarkable  work  of  Grod,  without  renouncing  their  sins,  had  at 
length  become  hardened  and  hopeless,  in  their  mipenitence.  Mr. 
Edwards  also  attributes  it,  in  part,  to  two  striking  events  of  Provi^ 
dence,  at  Northampton,  and  to  two  remarkable  instances  of  enthu- 
siastic delusion,  in  two  of  the  neighbouring  villages. 

He  mentions  also,  a  third  cause,  and  one  far  more  powerful,  and 
more  extensive  in  its  influence,  than  either  of  the  two  last.  This 
was  an  Ecclesiastical  Controversy,  growing  out  of  the  setdc^ment  of 
a  minister  at  Springfield,  in  which  he  himself  was  ultimately  com* 
pelled,  though  with  great  reluctance,  to  take  a  part ;  which  agita- 
ted, not  <xi)y  the  coun^  of  Hampshire,  but  the  more  remote 
churches  of  the  Province.  Of  this,  a  bare  mention  would  alone 
be  necessary,  did  we  not  find  his  connection  with  it  referred  to,  at 
a  subsequent  and  most  interesting  period  of  his  life. 

In  1735,  the  first  church  in  Springfield,  having  elected  a  pastor, 
invited  the  churches  in  the  southern  part  of  Hampshire,  by  their 
TOLstors  and  delegates  in  Council,  to  proceed  to  his  ordination. 
The  Council,  when  convened,  after  examining  the  qualifications  of 
the  Candidate,  refused  to  ordain  him,  and  assigned  two  reasons  for 
this  refusal-^youthful  immorality,  and  anti-scnptural  tenets.  Mr. 
Edwards,  though  invited  to  this  Council,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
was  not  present.  The  Church,  m  August,  called  a  second  Coun- 
cilf  consisting  chiefly  of  ministers  and  delegates  from  the  Churches 
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in    Boston,  which,  without  delay,  proceeded  to  the  ordinatioa. 
The  First  Council,  finding  their  own  measures  thus  openly  ira- 

! reached,  published  a  pamphlet  entitled,  ^^  A  Narrative  and  De- 
fence of  the  proceedings  of  the  ministers  of  Hampshire,"  etc.  jus- 
tifying their  own  conduct,  and  censuring  that  of  their  brethren. 
The  Second  Council  defended  themselves  in  a  pamphlet  entitled, 
**  An  Answer  to  the  Hampshire  Narrative."  Mr.  E^dwards,  at  the 
request  of  the  First  Council,  and  particularly  of  his  uncle,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Hatfield,  who  was  its  moderator,  wrote  a  Reply 
to  this,  entitled,  *' A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  pamphlet  called, 
An  Answer  to  the  Hampshire  Narrative." — This  Reply,  viewed 
either  as  an  argument  upon  the  law  and  the  facts,  or  as  an  answer 
to  his  opponents,  is  an  exhibition  of  logic,  not  often  met  with  in 
similar  discussions,  and  appears  to  have  concluded  the  controversy. 
This  series  of  events  occurred,  during  the  revival  of  religion  in  the 
churches  of  that  county,  and  was  t}K>ught,  by  too  powerfully  en- 
grossing the  attention,  both  of  ministers  and  people,  in  various 
places,  to  have  hastened  its  ccHiclusion.  And  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  this  opinion  was  correct.  A  Revival  of  Religion  is  no- 
tbing  but  the  immediate  result  of  an  uncommcm  Attention^  on  the 

!)art  of  a  church  and  congregation,  to  the  Truth  of  God : — ^particu- 
arly  to  the  great  truths,  which  disclose  the  worth  of  the  soul,  and 
the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  saved.  Whenever,  and  wherever, 
the  members  of  a  church  pay  the  due  attention  to  these  truths,  by 
giving  them  their  proper  influence  on  their  hearts,  religion  revives 
immediately  in  their  afiecticxis  and  their  conduct;  and  when  the 
impenitent  pay  such  attention,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  immediately 
^*  suflereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."  The  only 
effectual  way  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  work  of  grace,  is,  therefore, 
to  divert  the  attention  of  christians  and  ^nners  fix>m  those  truths, 
which  bear  immediately  on  the  work  of  salvation. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  were 
called  to  mourn  the  death  of  another  of  his  sisters  named  Luct, 
the  youngest  but  one,  of  his  father's  children ;  who  was  bom  in 
1716,  and  died  Auenst21,  1736,*  at  the  age  of  21.  After  her, 
they  named  their  finh  child,  who  was  bom  August  31,  of  the  same 
year. 

It  was  a  peculiarly  favourable  dispensation  of  Providence,  that, 
amid  the  multiplied  cares  and  labom^  of  this  period,  the  health  of 
Mr.  Edwards  was  graciously  preserved.  A  revival  of  religion  to 
a  clergyman,  like  tiie  period  of  harvest  to  the  husbandman,  is  the 
most  busy  and  the  most  exhausting  of  all  seasons;  and  during  the 
progress  of  that,  which  he  had  just  witnessed,  not  only  was  the 
whole  time  of  Mr.  Edwards  fully  occupied,  but  all  the  powers  of 

*  1  have  discovered  no  papers  or  leitere  of  the  family,  of  a  date  near  tbis^ 
and  no  mention  of  this  yoong  lady,  except  on  her  tombf  tone. 
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his  mind  were  laboriously  employed,  and  all  the  feelings  of  his 
heart  kept,  from  month  to  month,  m  high  and  powerful  excitement. 
In  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties  as  a  teacher  and  pastor,  his  pub- 
lic lectures  were  now  miJtiplied,  private  lectures  were  weekly  ap- 
pointed in  different  parts  oi  the  town,  and  his  study  was  almost 
daily  thronged  by  multitudes,  looking  to  him  as  their  spiritual  guide* 
From  the  adjacent  villages,  also,  great  numbers  resorted  to  him, 
for  the  same  purpose,  having  the  highest  confidence  in  his  wisdom 
and  experience  J  and  numerous  clergymen  from  various  parts  of 
the  country,  came  to  his  house,  to  witness  the  triumphs  of  divine 
grace,  and  to  gain,  from  his  counseb  and  his  measures,  more  just 
conceptions  of  the  best  manner  of  discharging  the  highest  and  most 
sacred  duties  of  their  office. 

In  the  midst  of  these  complicated  labours,  as  well  as  at  all  times, 
he  found  at  home  one,  who  was  in  every  sense  a  help  meet  for  him; 
one  who  made  their  conmion  dwelling  the  abode  of  order  and 
neatness,  of  peace  and  comfort,  of  harmony  and  love,  to  all  its  in- 
mates, and  of  kindness  and  hospitality  to  the  friend,  the  visitant 
and  the  stranger.  "  While  she  uniformly  paid  a  becoming  defer- 
ence to  her  husband,  and  treated  him  with  entire  respect,  she 
spared  no  pains  in  conforming  to  his  inclinations,  and  rendering 
every  thing  in  the  family  agreeable  and  pleasant :  accounting  it 
her  greatest  glory,  and  that  wherein  she  could  best  serve  God  and 
her  generation,  to  be  the  means,  in  this  way,  of  promoting  his  use- 
fulness and  happiness.  As  he  was  of  a  weakly,  infirm  constitution, 
and  was  necessarily  peculiarly  exact  in  his  diet,  she  was  a  tender 
nurse  to  him,  cheerfully  attending  upon  him  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
things  ministering  to  his  comfort.  And  no  person  of  discernment 
could  be  conversant  in  the  family,  without  observing,  and  admir- 
ing, the  perfect  harmony,  apd  mutual  love  and  esteem,  that  sub- 
sisted between  them.  At  the  same  time,  when  she  herself  laboured 
under  bodily  disorders  and  pains,  which  was  not  unfrequendy  the^ 
case,  instead  of  troubling  those  around  her  with  her  complamts,. 
and  wearing  a  sour  or  dejected  countenance,  as  if  out  of  humour 
with  eveiy  body,  and  every  thing  around  her,  because  she  was  dis- 
regarded and  neglected ;  she  was  accustomed  to  bear  up  imder 
diem,  not  only  with  patience,  but  with  cheerfulness  and  good 
humour." 

Devoted  as  Mr.  Edwards  was  to  study,  and  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  it  was  necessary  for  him  at  all  times,  but  especially  in  a 
season  like  this,  of  multiplied  toils  and  anxieties,  to  be  relieved  from 
attention  to  all  secular  concerns ;  and  it  was  a  most  happy  circum- 
stance, that  he  could  trust  every  thing  of  this  nature  to  the  care  of 
Mrs.  Edwards,  with  entire  safety,  and  with  undoubting  confidence. 
"  She  was  a  most  judicious  and  faithful  mistress  of  a  family,  habit- 
ually industrious,  a  sound  economist,  managing  her  household  af- 
fairs with  diligence  and  discretion.  She  was  conscientiously  careful. 
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that  nothing  should  be  wasted  and  lost ;  and  often,  when  she  h^t-' 
self  took  care  to  save  any  thing  of  triJUng  valuer  or  directed  her 
children  or  others  to  do  so,  or  when  she  saw  them  waste  any  thing, 
she  would  repeat  the  words  of  our  Saviour-^—"  that  nothing  bc 
LOST ;"  which  words,  she  said  she  often  thought  of,  as  containing  a 
maxim  worth  remembering,  especiaDy  when  considered  as  the  rea- 
son alleged  by  Christ,  why  his  disciples  should  gather  Up  the  frag- 
ments of  that  bread,  which  he  had  just  before  crecUed  with  a  toora. 
She  took  ahnost  the  whole  direction  of  the  temporal  afikirs  of  the 
family,  without  doors  and  within,  managing  them  with  great  wisdom 
and  prudence,  as  well  as  cheerfulness ;  and  in  this,  was  particular-* 
ly  suited  to  the  disposition,  as  well  as  the  habits  and  necessities,  of 
her  husband,  who  chose  to  have  no  care,  if  possible,  of  any  world-' 
ly  business. 

But  there  are  odier  duties,  of  a  still  more  tender  and  difficuk  na- 
ture, which  none  but  a  parent  can  adequately  perform  ;  and  it  wa^ 
an  unspeakable  privilege  to  Mr.  Edwards,  now  surrounded  by  st 
young  and  growmg  family,  that  when  his  duties  to  his  people,  es- 
peciaJQy  in  seasons  like  this,  necessarily  occupied  his  whole  atten-^ 
tion,  he  could  safely  commit  his  children  to  the  wisdom  and  piety, 
the  love  and  faithfulness,  of  their  mother.  Her  views  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  parents,  were  large  and  comprehensive.  "She 
thought  that,  as  a  parent,  she  had  great  and  important  duties  to  do 
towards  her  children,  bejfore  they  were  capable  of  government  and 
instruction.  For  them,  she  constantly  and  earnestly  prayed,  and 
bore  them  on  her  heart  before  God,  in  all  her  secret  and  most  sol-^ 
enm  addresses  to  him ;  and  that,  even  before  they  were  bom.  The 
proq>ect  of  her  becoming  the  mother  of  a  rational  mmiortal  creature, 
which  came  into  existence  in  an  undone  and  infinitely  dreadful 
state,  was  sufficient  to  lead  her  to  bow  before  (Jod  daily,  for  hk 
blessing  oa  it— even  redemption  and  eternal  life  by  Jesus  Christ* 
So  that,  through  all  the  pain,  labour  and  sorrow,  which  attended 
her  being  the  mother  of  children,  she  was  in  travail  for  them,  that 
they  might  be  bom  of  God  ** 

She  regulariy  prayed  with  her  children,  from  a  very  early  peri- 
od, and,  as  there  is  the  best  reason  to  believe,  with  great  eamest- 
ness  and  importunity.  Being  thoroughly  sensible  that,  in  many 
respects,  the  chief  care  of  forming  children  by  govemment  and  in- 
stmction,  naturally  lies  on  mothers,  as  they  are  most  with  their  chil- 
dren, at  an  age  when  they  commonfy^  receive  impressions  that  are 
permanent,  and  have  great  influence  in  fortning  the  character  for 
life,  she  was  very  careful  to  do  her  part  in  this  important  business. 
When  she  foresaw,  or  met  with,  any  special  difficulty  in  this  matter, 
she  was  wont  to  apply  to  her  hu^and,  for  advice  and  assistance  ; 
and  on  such  occa^ons,  they  would  both  attend  to  it,  as  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance*  She  had  an  exceUent  way  of  governing 
her  children ;  die  knew  b«w  to  make  tfaem  regard  and  obey 
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her  cheerfully,  without  loud  angry  words,  much  less  heavy  blows* 
She  seldom  punished  them ;  and  m  speaking  to  them,  used  gentle 
and  pleasant  words.  If  any  correction  was  necessary,  she  did  not 
administer  it  in  a  passion  ;  and  when  she  had  occasion  to  reprove 
and  rebuke,  she  would  do  it  in  few  words,  without  warmth  and 
noise,  and  with  all  calmness  and  gentleness  of  mind.  In  her  direc- 
tions and  reproofs  in  matters  of  importance,  shd  would  address  her- 
self to  the  reason  of  her  children,  that  they  might  not  only  know 
her  inclination  and  will,  but  at  the  same  time  be  convinced  of  the 
reasonableness  of  it.  She  had  need  to  speak  but  once ;  she  was 
cheerfully  obeyed  :  murmuring  and  answering  again,  were  not 
known  among  them.  In  their  manners,  tliey  were  uncommonly 
respectful  to  their  parents.  When  their  parents  came  into  the 
room,  they  all  rose  instinctively  from  their  seats,  and  never  resum*» 
ed  them  until  their  parents  were  seated }  and  when  either  parent 
was  speaking,  no  matter  with  whom  they  had  been  conversing^ 
they  were  all  immediately  silent  and  attentive.  The  kind  and  cen-* 
tie  treatment  they  received  from  their  mother,  while  she  stnctly 
and  punctiliously  maintained  her  parental  authority,  seemed  natu- 
rally to  beget  and  promote  a  filial  respect  and  affection,  and  to 
lead  them  to  a  mild  tender  treatment  of  each  other.  Quarrelling 
and  contention,  which  too  frequently  take  place  among  children, 
were  in  her  family  wholly  unkno^vn.  She  carefully  observed  the 
first  appearance  of  resentment  and  ill  will  in  her  young  children, 
towards  any  person  whatever,  and  did  not  connive  at  it,  as  many 
who  have  the  care  of  children  do,  but  was  careful  to  show  her  dis- 

5>leasure,  and  suppress  it  to  the  utmost ;  yet^  not  by  angry,  wrath- 
ul  words,  which  often  provoke  children  to  wrath,  and  stir  up  their 
irascible  passions,  rather  than  abate  them.  Her  system  of  disci- 
pline, was  begun  at  a  very  early  age,  and  it  was  her  rule,  to  resist 
the  first,  as  well  as  every  subsequent  exhibition  of  temper  or  diso- 
bedience in  the  child,  however  young,  until  its  will  was  brought  into 
submission  to  the  will  of  its  parents :  wisely  reflecting,  that  until  a 
child  will  obey  his  parents,  he  can  never  be  brought  to  obey  God. 
Fond  as  Mr.  Edwards  was  of  welcoming  die  friend  and  the 
stranger,  and  much  as  his  house  was  a  favourite  place  of  resort,  to 
gentlemen  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity ;  it  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry, at  all  times,  and  peculiarly  so  in  seasons  of  religious  attention 
like  this,  that  some  one,  well  knowing  how  to  perform  the  rites  of 
hospitality,  and  to  pay  all  the  civiUties  and  charities  of  life,  should 
relieve  him  from  these  attentions,  during  those  hours  which  were 
consecrated  to  his  professional  duties ;  and  here  also,  he  could 
most  advantageously  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards. Educated  in  the  midst  of  polished  life,  familiar  from 
childhood  with  the  rules  of  decorum  and  good  breeding,  aflable 
and  easy  in  her  manners,  and  governed  by  the  feelings  of  liberality 
and  benevolence,  ^he  was  remarkable  for  her  kindness  to  her 
VeL,L  17 
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(riends,  and  to  tlie  visitants  who  resorted  to  Mr.  Edwards ;  sparing 
no  pains  to  make  them  welcome,  and  to  provide  for  their  conven- 
ience and  comfort.  She  was  also  pecuharly  kind  to  strangers, 
who  came  to  her  house.  By  her  sweet  and  winning  manners,  and 
ready  conversation,  she  soon  became  acquainted  with  them,  and 
brought  them  to  feel  acquainted  with  herself;  and  showed  such 
concern  for  their  comfort,  and  so  kindly  offered  what  she  thought 
they  needed,  that  while  her  friendly  attentions  discovered  at  once 
that  she  knew  the  feelings  of  a  stranger,  they  also  made  their  way 
direcdy  to  his  heart,  and  gaining  his  confidence,  led  him  inmiedi- 
ately  to  feel  as  if  he  were  at  home,  in  the  midst  of  near  and  a&c- 
tionate  friends. 

"  She  made  it  her  rule,  to  speak  well  of  all,  so  &r  as  she  could 
with  truth,  and  justice  to  herself  and  others.  She  was  not  wont  to 
dwell  with  delight  on  the  imperfections  and  failings  of  any ;  and 
when  she  heard  persons  speaking  ill  of  others,  she  would  say  what 
she  thought  she  could,  with  tn^  and  justice,  in  their  excuse,  or 
divert  the  obloquy,  by  mentioning  those  things,  that  were  commend* 
able  in  them.  Thus  she  was  tender  of  every  one's  character,  even 
of  those  who  injured  and  spoke  evil  of  her ;  and  carefuUy  guard- 
ed against  the  too  common  vice,  of  evil  speaking  and  backbiting* 
She  could  bear  injuries  and  reproach,  with  great  calmness,  without 
any  dispositbn  to  render  evil  for  evil ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was 
ready  to  pity  and  forgive  those,  who  appeared  to  be  her  enemies." 
This  course  of  ccMiduct,  steadily  pursued,  secured,  in  an  unusual 
degree,  the  affection  and  confidence  of  those  who  biew  her. 

She  proved  also,  an  invaluable  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Edwards,  in  the 
duties  of  his  profession,  not  only  by  her  excellent  example,  but  by 
her  active  efforts  in  doing  good.  "  She  was,"-  says  Dr.  Hopkins, 
"eminent  for  her  piety,  and  for  experimental  religion.  Religious 
conversation  was  her  delight ;  and,  as  far  as  paropriety  permitted, 
she  promoted  it  in  all  companies.  Her  religious  conversation  show- 
ed at  once,  her  clear  comprehen^on  of  spiritual  and  divine  thmgs, 
and  the  deep  impression  which  they  had  made  upon  her  mind."  It 
was  not  merely  conversation  about  religion — about  its  truths,  or  du- 
ties, or  its  actual  state — ^its  doctrines  or  triumphs— cmt  the  character 
and  conduct  of  its  friends  and  ministers :  it  was  religion  itself; — 
that  supreme  love  to  Crod,  to  his  kingdom  and  his  gk>ry,  which, 
abounchng  in  the  heart,  flows  fortii  spontaneously,  in  the  daily  con- 
versation and  the  daily  life. 

The  firiends  of  vital  Christianity,  those  who  delighted  in  its  great 
and  essential  tntths,  who  showed  its  practical  influence  on  their 
fives,  and  who  were  most  engaged  in  promotmg  its  prosperity,  were 
her  chosen  fiiends  and  intimates.  With  such  persons,  she  would 
converse  fireely  and  confidentially,  telling  them  of  the  exercises  of 
her  own  heart,  and  the  happiness  she  had  experienced  in  a  life  of 
religion,  for  their  encouragement  in  the  christian  course.     Her 
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mind  appeared  to  attend  to  ^iritual  and  divine  things  constantly, 
on  all  occasions,  and  in  every  condition  and  business  of  life.  Se- 
cret prayer  was  her  uniform  practice,  and  appeared  to  be  the  source 
of  daily  enjoyment.  She  was  a  constant  attendant  on  public  wor- 
ship, and  always  exhibited  the  deepest  solemnity  and  reverence,  in 
the  house  of  God.  She  always  prized  highly  the  privilege  of  so- 
cial worship,  not  only  in  the  family,  but  in  the  private  meetings  of 
christians.  Such  meetings,  on  the  part  of  females  OTiZy,  for  prayer 
and  religious  conversation,  have  at  times  been  objected  to,  as,  both 
in  their  nature  and  results,  inconsistent  with  the  true  delicacy  of 
the  sex.  Her  own  judgment,  formed  deliberately,  and  in  coinci- 
dence with  that  of  her  husband,  was  in  favour  of  these  meetings ; 
and  accordingly,  she  regularly  encouraged  and  promoted  them, 
during  the  Revival  of  Religion  of  which  we  have  been  speaking, 
as  well  as  at  other  times ;  attending  on  them  herself,  and  not  de- 
clining to  take  her  proper  share  in  the  performance  of  their  vari- 
ous duties.  In  this  way,  she  exerted  an  important  influence  among 
her  own  sex,  and  over  ihe  young :  an  influence  always  salutary  in 
promoting  union,  ardour  and  spiritual-mindedness,  but  especially 
powerful,  in  seasons  of  uncommon  attention  to  religion. 

One  circumstance,  which  served  essentially  to  extend  and  in- 
crease this  influence,  was  the  fact,  that  her  religion  had  nothing 
gloomy  or  forbidding  in  its  character.  Unusual  as  it  was  in  de-  /[^^ 
gree,  it  was  eminendy  the  religion  of  joy.  On  the  testimony  of  ' 
Mr.  Edwards,  it  possessed  this  character,  even  when  she  was  a  lit- 
tle child  of  about  five  or  six  years  of  age,  as  well  as  customarily  in 
after  life.  At  the  commencement  of  this  remarkable  work  of  grace, 
she  appears  to  have  dedicated  herself  anew  to  God,  with  more  en- 
tire devotion  of  heart  to  his  service  and  glory,  than  she  had  ever 
been  conscious  of  before ;  and  during  its  progress,  as  well  as  af- 
terwards, she  experienced  a  degree  of  religious  enjoyment,  not 
previously  known  to  herself,  and  not  often  vouchsafed  to  oAers. 
But  on  this  subject,  we  may  have  occasion  to  speak  more  fully 
hereafter. 

What,  during  this  interestmg  work  of  grace,  was  the  state  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  own  feelings  on  the  subject  of  religion,  must  be  gather- 
ed chiefly  fix)m  his  sermons  written  at  the  time,  from  the  "  Narra- 
tive of  Surprising  Conversions,"  and  from  that  high  character  for 
moral  excellence,  which  he  eiyoyed  not  only  among  his  own  peo- 
ple, but  among  die  clergy,  i  et  the  remainder  of  his  Personal 
Narrative,  extending  from  his  setdement,  until  a  date  somewhat 
later  than  this,  and  of  course  including  this  period,  presents  a  gen- 
eral view  of  the  subject,  in  a  high  degree  interesting,  and  most  pro- 
per to  be  mserted  here. 

REMAINDER  OF  PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

"  Since  I  came  to  Northampton,  I  have  often  had  sweet  com- 
placency in  God,  in  views  oi  his  glorious  perfections,  and  of  th^ 
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ejccellency  of  Jesus  ChrisU  God  has  appeared  to  me  a  glorious 
and  lovely  Being,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  holiness.  The  holi- 
ness of  (jod  has  always  appeared  to  me  the  most  lovely  of  all  his 
attributes.  The  doctrines  of  God's  absolute  sovereignty,  and  free 
grace,  in  shewing  mercy  to  whom  he  would  shew  mercy ;  and 
man's  absolute  dependence  on  the  operations  of  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
have  very  often  appeared  to  me  as  sweet  and  glorious  doctrines. 
These  doctrines  have  been  much  my  delight.  God's  sovereignty 
has  ever  appeared  to  me,  a  great  part  of  his  glory.  It  has  oftea 
been  my  delight  to  approach  (rod,  and  adore  hini  as  a  sovereign 
God,  and  ask  sovereign  mercy  of  him, 

"  I  have  loved  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel ;  they  have  been  ta 
my  soul  like  green  pastures.  The  gospel  has  seemed  to  me  the 
richest  treasure ;  the  treasure  that  I  have  most  desired,  and  longed 
that  it  might  dwell  riclily  in  me.  The  way  of  salvation  by  Christ, 
has  appeared,  in  a  general  way,  glorious  and  excellent,  most  pleas^ 
euit  and  most  beautiful.  It  has  often  seemed  to  me,  that  it  would, 
b  a  great  measure,  spoil  heaven,  to  receive  it  in  any  other  way. 
That  text  has  often  been  affecting  and  delightful  to  me,  Isa.  xxxil. 
2,  •^  man  shall  be  an  hiding  place  from  the  mind,  and  a  covert 
from  the  tempest,  fyc, 

^'  It  has  often  appeared  to  me  delightful,  to  be  united  to  Christ ; 
to  have  him  for  my  head,  and  to  be  a  member  of  his  body ;  also  to 
have  Christ  for  my  teacher  and  prophet.  I  very  often  think  with 
sweetness,  and  loneings,  and  pantings  of  soul,  of  being  a  little 
child,  taking  hold  of  Christ,  to  be  led  by  him  tlirough  the  wilder- 
ness of  tliis  world.  That  text.  Matt,  xviii.  3,  has  often  been  sweet 
to  me,  Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ^c. 
J  love  to  think  of  coming  to  Christ,  to  receive  salvation  of  liim, 
poor  in  spirit,  and  quite  empty  of  self,  humbly  exalting  him  alone ; 
cut  oflT  entirely  from  my  own  root,  in  order  to  grow  into,  and  out  of 
Christ :  to  have  God  in  Christ  to  be  all  in  all ;  and  to  live  by  faith 
on  the  Son  of  God,  a  life  of  humble,  unfeigned  confidence  in  him. 
That  Scripture  has  often  been  sweet  to  me,  Psal.  cxv.  1,  JS'ot  unto 
us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy 
mercy,  and  for  thy  truth's  sake.  And  Uiose  words  of  Christ,  Luke 
X.  21,  In  that  hour  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  said,  I  thank  thee, 
O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hast  hid  these 
things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto 
babes :  even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sigJu.  That 
sovereignty  of  God,  which  Christ  rejoiced  in,  seemed  to  me  worthy 
of  such  joy ;  and  tliat  rejoicing  seemed  to  show  the  excellency  of 
Christ,  and  of  what  spirit  he  was. 

"  Sometimes,  only  mentioning  a  single  word,  caused  my  heart 
\o  bum  within  me ;  or  only  seeing  the  name  of  Christ,  or  tlie  name 
of  some  attribute  of  Grod,  And  God  has  appeared  glorious  to  me, 
on  account  of  tjie  Trinity.     It  ha?  made  me  have  exalting  tlioughts 
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of  God,  that  he  subsists  in  three  persons  ;  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  The  sweetest  joys  and  delights  I  have  experienced,  have 
not  been  those  that  have  arisen  from  a  hope  of  my  own  good  es- 
tate ;  but  in  a  direct  view  of  the  glorious  things  of  the  gospel. 
When  I  enjoy  diis  sweetness,  it  seems  to  carry  me  above  the 
thoughts  of  my  own  estate ;  it  seems,  at  such  times,  a  loss  that  I 
cannot  bear,  to  take  off  my  eye  from  the  glorious,  pleasant  object 
I  behold  without  me,  to  turn  my  eye  in  upon  myself,  and  my  own. 
good  estate. 

**  My  heart  has  been  much  on  the  advancement  of  Christ's 
kingdom  in  the  world.  The  histories  of  the  past  advancement  of 
Christ's  kingdom  have  been  sweet  to  me.  When  I  have  read 
histories  of  past  ages,  the  pleasantest  thing,  in  all  my  reading,  has 
been,  to  read  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  being  promoted.  And 
when  I  have  expected,  in  my  reading,  to  come  to  any  such  thing, 
I  have  rejoiced  in  the  prospect,  all  &e  way  as  I  read.  And  my 
mind  has  been  much  entertained  and  delighted  with  the  scripture 
promises  and  prophecies,  which  relate  to  the  iuture  glorious  ad- 
vancement of  Christ's  kingdom  upon  earth. 

"  I  have  sometunes  had  a  sense  of  the  excellent  fulness  of  Christ, 
and  his  meetness  and  suitableness  as  a  Saviour ;  whereby  he  ha$ 
appeared  to  me,  far  above  all,  the  chief  of  ten  thousands.  His 
blood  and  atonement  have  appeared  sweet,  and  his  righteousness 
sweet;  which  was  always  accompanied  with  ardency  of  spirit ;  and 
inward  strugglings  and  breathings,  and  groanings  that  cannot  be 
uttered^  to  be  emptied  of  myself,  and  swallowed  up  in  Christ. 

"  Ctoce,  as  I  rode  out  into  the  woods  for  my  health,  in  1737, 
having  alighted  from  my  horse  in  a  retired  place,  as  my  manner 
commonly  has  been,  to  walk  for  divine  contemplation  and  prayer, 
I  had  a  view,  that  for  me  was  extraordinary,  of  the  glory  of  the 
Son  of  God,  as  Mediator  between  Grod  and  man,  and  his  wonder- 
ful, great,  full,  pure  and  sweet  grace  and  love,  and  meek  and  gen- 
tle condescension.  This  grace  that  appeared  so  calm  and  sweet, 
appeared  also  great  above  ^e  heavens.  The  person  of  Christ  ap- 
peared ineffably  excellent,  with  an  excellency  great  enough  to 
swallow  up  all  thought  and  conception — ^which  comdnued,  as  near 
as  I  can  judge,  about  an  hour ;  which  kept  me  the  greater  part  of 
the  time,  in  a  flood  of  tears,  and  weeping  aloud.  I  felt  an  ardency 
of  soul  to  be,  what  I  know  not  otherwise  how  to  express,  emptied 
and  annihilated  ;  to  lie  in  the  dust,  and  to  be  full  of  Christ  alone ; 
to  love  him  with  a  holy  and  pure  love ;  to  trust  in  him;  to  live  upon 
him  ;  to  serve  and  follow  him  ;  and  to  be  perfectly  sanctified  and 
made  pure,  with  a  divine  and  heavenly  purity.  I  have,  several 
Other  times,  had  views  very  much  of  the  same  nature,  and  which 
have  had  the  same  effects. 

"  I  have,  many  times,  had  a  sense  of  the  glory  of  the  Third  Per- 
son in  the  Trinity,  in  his  office  of  Sapctifier ;  in  his  holy  operations,- 
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eommnnicadng  divine  light  and  life  to  the  soul.  God  in  the  com- 
munications oi  his  holy  q)irit,  has  appeared  as  an  infinite  fountain 
of  divine  glory  and  sweetness ;  being  full  and  sufficient  to  fill  and 
satisfy  the  soul ;  pouring  forth  itself  in  sweet  communications ;  like 
the  sun  in  its  glory,  sweetly  and  pleasantly  diffiising  light  and  life.^ 
And  I  have  sometimes  had  an  affecting  sense  of  the  excellency' 
of  the  word  of  God  as  a  word  of  life ;  as  the  light  of  life ;  a  sweet, 
excellent,  life-giving  word ;  accompanied  with  a  thirsting  after  that 
word,  that  it  might  dwell  richly  in  my  heart. 

"  Often,  since  I  lived  in  this  town,  I  have  had  very  affecting 
views  of  my  own  sinfulness  and  vileness;  very  fi-equenUy  to  such 
a  degree,  as  to  hold  me  in  a  kind  of  loud  weeping,  sometimes  for 
a  considerable  time  together ;  so  that  I  have  often  been  forced  to 
shut  myself  up.  I  have  had  a  vastly  greater  sense  of  my  own 
wickedness,  and  the  badness  of  my  heart,  than  ever  I  had  before 
my  conversion.*  It  has  often  appeared  to  me,  that  if  (Jod  should 
mark  iniqui^  against  me,  I  should  appear  the  very  worst  of  all 
mankind;  of  all  that  have  been,  smce  die  beginning  of  the  world, 
to  this  time  :  and  that  I  should  have  by  far  the  lowest  place  in  hell. 
When  others,  that  have  come  to  talk  with  me  about  their  soul-con- 
cerns, have  expressed  the  sense  they  have  had  of  their  own  wick- 
edness, by  saying,  that  it  seemed  to  them,  that  they  were  as  bad 
as  the  devil  himself;  I  thought  their  expressions  seemed  exceed- 
ing faint  and  feeble,  to  represent  my  wickedness. 

"  My  wickedness,  as  I  am  in  myself,  has  long  appeared  to  me 
perfecdy  ineftable,  and  swallowing  up  all  thought  and  imagination ; 
like  an  infinite  deluge,  or  mountains  over  my  head.  I  know  not 
how  to  express  better  what  my  sins  appear  to  me  to  be,  than  by 
heaping  infinite  upon  infinite,  and  multiplying  infinite  by  infinite. 
Very  often,  for  these  many  years,  these  expressions  are  in  my 
mind,  and  in  my  mouth,  "  Infinite  upon  infinite — ^Infinite  upon  in- 
^te !"  When  I  look  into  my  heart,  and  take  a  view  of  my  wick- 
edness, it  looks  like  an  abyss,  infinitely  deeper  than  hell.  And  it 
appears  to  me,  that  were  it  not  for  firee  grace,  exalted  and  raised 
up  to  the  infinite  height  of  all  the  ftibess  and  glory  of  the  great  Je- 
hovah, and  the  arm  of  his  power  and  grace  stretched  forth  in  all 
the  majesty  of  his  power,  and  in  all  the  glory  of  his  sovereignty,  I 

*  Our  author  does  not  say,  that  he  had  more  wickedness,  and  badness  of 
heart,  since  his  conversion,  than  he  had  before ;  but  that  he  had  a  greater  teme 
thereof.  Thus  a  blind  man  may  have  his  garden  full  of  noxious  weeds,  and 
yet  not  see  or  be  sensible  of  them.  But  should  the  garden  be  in  fi^eat  part, 
cleared  of  these,  and  furnished  with  many  beautiful  and  salutary  plants ;  and 
supposing  the  owner  now  to  have  the  power  of  discriminating  objects  of  sight; 
in  this  case,  he  would  have  less,  but  would  see  and  have  a  sense  of  more.  And 
thus  it  was  that  St.  Pkul,  though  greatly  freed  from  sin,  yet  saw  and  felt  him- 
self as  *'the  chief  of  sinners."  To  which  may  be  added,  that  the  better  the 
organ,  and  clearer  the  light  may  be,  the  stronger  will  be  the  sense  excited  by 
wn  or  holiilesB. 
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should  appear  sunk  down  in  my  sins  below  hell  itself;  far  beyond 
the  sight  of  every  thing,  but  the  eye  of  sovereign  grace,  that  can 
pierce  even  down  to  such  a  depth.  And  yet,  it  seems  to  me  that 
my  ciHiviction  of  sin  is  exceedingly  small,  and  faint;  it  is  enough  to 
amaze  me,  that  I  have  no  more  sense  of  my  sin.  I  know  certain- 
Iy»  that  I  have  very  litde  sense  of  my  sinfulness.  When  I  have 
had  turns  of  weeping  and  crying  for  my  sins,  I  thought  I  knew  at 
the  time,  that  my  repentance  was  nothing  to  my  sm. 

"  I  have  gready  longed  of  late,  for  a  broken  heart,  and  to  lie 
low  before  God;  and,  when  I  ask  for  humility,  I  cannot  bear  the 
thoughts  of  being  no  more  humble  than  other  christians.  It  seems 
to  me,  that  though  their  degrees  of  humility  may  be  suitable  for 
them,  yet  it  would  be  a  vile  self-exaltation  in  me,  not  to  be  the 
lowest  in  humility  of  all  mankind.  Others  speak  of  their  longing 
to  be  "  humbled  to  the  dust ;"  that  may  be  a  proper  expression 
for  them,  but  I  always  think  of  myself,  that  I  ought,  and  it  is  an 
expression  that  has  long  been  natural  for  me  to  use  in  prayer,  *'  to 
lie  infinitely  low  before  Grod."  And  it  is  affecting  to  think,  how 
ignorant  I  was,  when  a  young  christian,  pf  the  bottomless,  infinite 
depths  of  wickedness,  pride,  h3rpocrisy  and  deceit,  left  in  my  heart. 

"  I  have  a  much  greater  sense  of  ray  universal,  exceeding  de- 
pendance  on  God's  grace  and  strength,  and  mere  good  pleasure, 
of  late,  than  I  used  formerly  to  have ;  and  have  experienced  more 
of  an  abhorrence  of  my  own  righteousness.  Tlie  very  thought  of 
any  Joy  arising  in  me,  on  any  consideration  of  my  own  amiableness, 
periormances,  or  experiences,  or  any  goodness  of  heart  or  life,  is 
nauseous  and  detestable  to  me.  And  yet,  I  am  greatly  afflicted 
with  a  proud  and  self-righteous  spirit,  much  more  sensibly  than  I 
used  to  be  formeriy.  I  see  that  serpent  rising  and  putting  forth 
its  head  continually,  every  where,  all  around  me. 

"  Though  it  seems  to  me,  that  in  some  respects,  I  was  a  far  bet- 
ter chrisdan,  (at  two  or  three  years  after  my  first  conversion,  than  I 
am  now ;  and  lived  in  a  more  constant  delight  and  pleasure ;  yet  of 
late  years,  I  have  had  a  more  full  and  constant  sense  of  the  abso- 
lute sovereignty  of  Grod,  and  a  delight  in  that  sovereignty;  and 
have  had  more  of  a  sense  of  the  glory  of  Christ,  as  a  Mediator  re- 
vealed in  the  gospel.  On  one  Saturday  night,  in  particular,  I  had 
such  a  discoveiy  of  the  excellency  of  the  gospel  above  all  other 
doctrines,  that  I  could  not  but  say  to  myself,  "  This  is  my  chosen 
light,  my  chosen  doctrine :  and  of  Christ,  **  This  is  my  chosen 
Prophet.*'  It  appeared  sweet,  beyond  all  expression,  to  follow 
Chnst,  and  to  be  taught,  and  enlightened,  and  instructed  by  him ; 
to  learn  of  him,  and  Uve  to  him.  Another  Saturday  night,  {Jan. 
1739)  I  had  such  a  sense,  how  sweet  and  blessed  a  thing  it  was  to 
walk  m  the  way  of  duty ;  to  do  that  which  was  right  and  meet  to 
be  done,  and  agreeable  to  the  holy  mind  of  Crod ;  that  it  caused 
me  to  break  forth  mto  a  kind  of  loud  weepmg,  which  held  me 
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some  time,  so  that  I  was  forced  to  shut  myself  up,  and  fasten  thu 
doors.  I  could  not  but,  as  it  were,  cry  out,  "  How  happy  are  they, 
who  do  that  which  is  rightnn  the  sight  of  God !  They  are  bles- 
sed indeed,  they  are  the  happy  ones !"  I  had,  at  the  same  time, 
a  very  affecting  sense,  how  meet  and  suitable  it  was  that  (Jod  should 
govern  the  world,  and  order  all  things  according  to  his  own  plea- 
sure ;  and  I  rejoiced  m  it,  that  (jod  reigned,  and  that  his  win  was 
domj." 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

JVarrative  of  Surprising  Conversions. — His  views  of  Revivals  of 
Religion. — Remarkable  Providence  at  JSTorthampion, — ^^  Five 
Discourses.^^ — JUr.  Bellamy  a  resident  of  his  family. — His- 
tory  of  Redemption. — Extra-Parochial  labours  of  Mr.  Ed"  • 
wards. — Sermon  at  Enfield. — Funeral  Sermon  on  the  Rev.  W. 
Williams. 

:  On  the  30th  of  May,  1735,  Mr.  Edwards,  in  answer  to  a  letter 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Colman,  of  Boston,  wrote  a  succinct  account 
of  the  work  of  Divine  grace  at  Northampton ;  which,  being  pub- 
lished by  him,  and  forwarded  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watts  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Guyse,  in  London,  those  gentlemen  discovered  so  much  inte- 
rest in  the  facts  recited,  detailing  tfiem  on  several  occasions  before 
large  assemblies,  that  the  author,  at  the  request  of  his  correspon- 
dent, was  induced  to  prepare  a  much  fuller  statement,  in  a  letter 
to  the  same  eendeman,  bearing  date,  Nov.  6,  1736.  This  was 
published  in  London,  under  the  title  of  ^'  NarraUve  of  Surprising 
Conversions,*'  with  an  Introduction  by  Dr.  Watts  and  Dr.  Guyse  ; 
and  was  read  very  extensively,  and  with  v^y  lively  emotions,  by 
christians  in  England.  There,  this  mark  of  Divine  grace  was  re-  - 
garded,  not  only  with  very  deep  interest^  but  with  •  surprise  and 
wonder:  nothing  like  it,  for  its  extent  and  power,  having  been  wit- 
nessed, in  that  countiy,  for  many  previous  years.  Those  excel- 
lent men  observe,  "  We  are  abundantly  satisfied  of  the  truth  of 
this  Narrative,  not  only  from  the  character  of  the  writer  but  from 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  many  other  persons  in  New  England  : 
for  this  thing  v>as  not  done  in  a  comer.  There  is  a  spot  of  ground, 
as'we  are  here  informed,  wherein  there  are  twelve  or  fourteen 
towns  and  villages^  chiefly  situate  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  near 
the  banks  of  the  river  Connecticut,  within  the  (iompa^s  of  thirty 
miles,  wherein  it  pleased  Grod,  two  years  ago,  to  display  his  sove- 
^ign  mercy,  in  the  conversion  of  a  great  multitude  of  souls,  in  a 
short  space  of  time;  turning  them  from  a  formal,  cold  and  careless, 
profession  of  Christianity,  to  the  lively  exercise  of  every  christian 
grace,  and  the  powerful  practice  of  our  holy  i^Hgion.  The  great 
God  has  seemed  to  act  over  again,  the  miracle  of  Gideon's  fleece, 
which  was  plentifrdly  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  while  the 
rest  of  the  earth  round  about  it  was  dry,  and  had  no  such  remark- 
able blessing.  ^ 

Vol.  I.  18 
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"There  has  been  a  great  and  just  complaint,  for  many  yeaiss, 
among  the  ministers  and  churches  of  Old  England,  and  m  New, 
(except  about  the  time  of  the  late  Earthquake  there,)  tbat  the  work 
of  conversion  goes  on  v^ry  slowly,  that  the  Spirit  of  CJod  in  his 
saving  influences,  is  much  withdrawn  from  the  ministrations  of  his 
word ;  and  there  are  few  that  receive  the  ministrations  of  the  Gros- 
pel,  with  any  eminent  success  upon  their  hearts.  But  as  the  Gospel 
IS  the  same  divine  mstrument  of  grace,  still,  as  ever  it  was  in  the 
days  of  the  Aposdes,  so  our  ascended  Saviour,  now  and  then,  takes 
a  special  occasion  to  manifest  the  divinity  of  this  Gospel,  by  a 
plentiful  efRision  of  his  Spirit,  where  it  is  preached :  then  sinners 
are  turned  into  saints  in  numbers,  and  there  is  a  new  face  of  things 
spread  over  a  town  or  country.  The  wilderness  and  the  solitary 
places  are  glad,  the  desert  rejoices  and  blossoms  as  the  rose  ;  and 
surely,  concerning  this  instance,  we  may  add,-  that  they  have  seen 
the  glory  of  die  Lord  there,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God ;  they 
have  seen  the  outgoings  of  Grod  our  King  in  his  sanctuary." 

This  work  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  publications  from  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, intended  to  explain  the  nature  and  effects  of  saving  conver- 
sion, and  the  nature  of  a  genuine  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  com- 
munity. As  a  religious  Narrative,  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
I  have  hitherto  met  with  ;  having  all  that  exactness  of  description 
and  vividness  of  colouring,  which  attend  the  account  of  an  eye  wit- 
ness, when  drawn  up,  not  from  recollection,  but  in  the  very  pass- 
ing of  the  scenes  which  he  describes.  It  proved  a  most  useful  and 
seasonable  publication.  For  a  long  period.  Revivals  of  religion  had 
been  chiefly  unknown,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent 
of  Europe.  The  Church  at  large,  had  generally  ceased  to  expect 
events  of  this  nature,  regarding  dicm  as  confined  to  Apostolic 
times,  and  to  the  ultimate  triumphs  of  Christianity  5  and  appear  to 
have  entertained  very  imperfect  views  of  their  causes,  their  nature^ 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  regarded.  In  no  pre- 
vious publication,  had  these  important  subjects  been  adequately 
explained.  The  particular  event,  which  Mr.  Edwards  had  the 
privilege  of  recording,  viewed  as  a  remarkable  work  of  Divine 
grace,  has,  to  this  day,  scarcely  a  parallel  in  the  modern  annals  of 
die  Church.  His  own  views  of  these  subjects,  were  alike  removed 
from  the  apathy  of  unbelief,  and  the  wildness  of  enthusiasm :  they 
were  derived,  not  merely  from  his  familiarity  with  the  facts,  but 
from  just  conceptions  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties  of  man, 
and  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  word  of  Grod.  And  while 
^e  Narrative  of  Surprising  Conversions  served  to  inspire  the 
Church  at  large  with  a  new  and  higher  kind  of  faith,  and  hope  and 
zeal,  it  also  proved  a  safe  directory  of  tiieir  views  and  their  con- 
duct. In  a  snort  time  it  was  extensively  circulated,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  ;  and  in  the  latter  country,  as  we  shall  soon  have 
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oecasion  to  remark,  its  diffiision  was  speedily  followed  by  salutary 
and  important  consequences. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  insert  in  this  place,  the  following  let- 
ter of  ftlr.  Edwards,  giving  an  account  of  a  surprising  and  alarming 
providence,  which  auended  the  people  of  Nortliampton,  in  the 
early  part  of  1737. 

'' J^orthampton,  March  19,  1737. 

"  We  in  this  town  were,  the  last  Lord's  day,  (March  13th)  the 
spectators,  and  many  of  us  the  subjects,  of  one  of  the  most  ama- 
£ing  instances  of  Divine  preservation,  diat  perhaps  was  ever  known 
in  the  world.  Our  meetmg-house  is  old  and  decayed,  so  that  we 
have  been  for  some  time  building  a  new  one,  wjiich  is  yet  unfinished. 
It  has  been  observed  of  late,  that  th^  house  we  have  hitherto  met 
in,  has  gradually  spread  at  the  bottom  ;  the  sills  and  walls  giving 
way,  especially  in  the  foreside,  by  reason  of  the  weight  of  timber  at 
top  pressing  on  the  braces,  that  are  inserted  into  the  posts  and 
b^uns  of  the  bouse.  It  has  done  so  more  than  ordinarily  this 
^ring:  which  seems  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  heaving  of 
the  ground,  through  the  extreme  frosts  of  the  winter  past,  and  iut 
DOW  settling  again  on  that  side  which  is  next  the  sun,  by  the  spring 
thaws.  By  diis  means,  the  underpinning  has  been  considerably 
disordered,  which  people  were  not  sensible  of,  till  the  ends  of  the 
joists,  which  bore  up  the  front  gallery,  were  drawn  off  from  the 
girts  on  which  they  rested,  by  the  walls  giving  way.  So  that  in 
the  midst  of  the  pi:d>lic  exercise  in  the  forenoon,  soon  after  the  be^ 
ginning  of  the  sermon,  the  whole  gallery — full  of  people,  with  all 
the  seats  and  timbers,  suddenly  and  without  any  warning — sunk^ 
and  fell  down,  with  the  most  amazing  noise,  upon  the  heads  of  those 
that  sat  under,  to  the  astonishment  of  die  congregation.  The 
house  was  filled  with  d(Jorous  shrieking  and  crying ;  and  nothing 
else  was  expected  than  to  find  many  people  dead,  or  dashed  to 
pieces. 

"  The  gallery,  in  falling,  seemed  to  break  and  smk  first  in  th6 
middle ;  so  that  those  who  were  upon  it  were  thrown  together  in 
heaps  before  die  fi*ont  door.  But  the  whole 'was  so  sudden,  that 
many  of  those  who  fell,  knew  nothing  what  it  was,  at  the  time,  that 
had  befallen  them.  Others  in  the  congregation,  thought  it  had 
been  an  amazing  clap  of  thunder.  The  falling  gallery  seemed  to 
ke  broken  all  to  pieces,  before  it  got  down ;  so  that  some  who  fell 
with  it,  as  well  as  those  who  were  under  were  buried  in  the  ruins ; 
and  were  found  pressed  under  heavy  loads  of  timber,  and  could  do 
nothing  to  help  themselves. 

**  But  so  mysteriously  and  wonderfully  did  it  come  to  pass,  that 
•very  life  was  preserved  5  and  though  many  were  gready  bruised, 
and  their  flesh  torn,  yet  there  is  not,  as  I  can  understand,  one  boj;ie 
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broken,  or  so  much  as  put  out  of  joint,  among  them  all.  Some» 
twho  were  thought  to  be  almost  dead  at  first,  are  greatly  recovered; 
and  but  one  young  woman,  seems  yet  to  remain  in  dangerous  cir- 
cumstances, by  an  inward  hurt  in  her  breast :  but  of  late  there  ap^ 
|)ears  more  hope  of  her  recovery.  . »      t 

"  None  can  give  an  account,  or  conceive,  by  what  means  peo- 
ple's lives  and  Umbs  should  be  thus  preserved,  when  so  great  a 
fnultitude  were  thus  imminendy  exposed.  It  looked  as  though  it 
was  impossible,  but  that  great  numbers  must  instantiy  be  crushed  to 
death,  or  dashed  in  pieces.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  ascribe  it  to 
any  thing  else  but  the  care  of  Providence,  in  disposing  the  moti<H)S 
of  every  piece  of  timber,  and  the  precise  place  of  safety  where 
^very  one  should  sit  and  fall,  when  none  were  in  any  capacity  to 
care  for  their  own  preservation.  The  preservation  fieems  to  be 
most  wonderful,  with  respect  to  the  women  and  children  in  the 
middle  alley,  under  the  gallery  where  it  came  down  first,  and  with 
greatest  force,  and  where  there  was  nothing  to  break  the  force  of 
Sie  falling  weight.  .    .     '     . 

'  "  Such  an  event,  may  be  a  sufficient  argument  of  a  Divine  pro- 
vidence over  the  lives  of  men.  We  thought  ourselves  callied  on  to 
set  apart  a  day  to  be  spent  in  the  solemn  worship  of  God,  to  hum- 
ble ourselves  under  such  a  rebuke  of  Grod  upon  us,  in  time  of  pub- 
lic service  in  his  house,  by  so  dangerous  and  surprising  an  accident ; 
and  to  praise  his  name  for  so  w<Hideriul,  and  as  it  werre  miraculous, 
a  preservation.  The  last  Wednesday  was  kept  by-usto  that  end  ; 
and  a  mercy,  in  which  the  hand  of  (rod  is  soo^markably  evident,- 
may  be  well  worthy  to  afiect  the  hearts  of  all  who  hear  it." 

In  1738,  the  Narrative  of  Surprinng  Conversions  was  republish- 
ed in  Boston,  with  a  Pre&ce  by^  four  of  the  senior  ministers  of  that 
town. 

To  it  were  prefixed  five  discourses,  on  the  following  subjects  : 
I.  Justification  by  Faith  alone.     Rom.  iv.  5. 
H.  Pressing  mto  the  kingdom  of  God.     Luke  xvi.  16. 
HI.  Ruth's  Resolution.     Ruth  i.  16. 

IV.  The  Justice  of  God  inthe  Damnation  of  Sinners.  Rom. 
iii.  19.   ,  ' 

V.  The  Excellency  of  Jesus  Christ.     Rev.  v.  5,  6. 

The  first  four  of  these  discoiitses,  were  delivered  during  the  Re^ 
vival  of  Religion,  and  were  published  at  the  earnest  desire  of  those 
to  whom  they  were  preached.  In  fixing  on  the  particular  di9-' 
courses,  necessary  to  make  up  the  volume^  he  was  guided  by  the 
choice  of  "the  people.  '^  What  has  determined  tbetn  in  thb  choice," 
he  observes,  "  is  the  experience  of  special  benefit  to  their  sotds 
&om  these  discourses.  Their  desire  to  have  them  in  their  bands, 
fiomitbe  press,  has  been  long  manifested,  and  often  expressed  to  • 
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me;  their  earnestness  in  it  is  evident  fix>m  this,  that  though  it  be  a 
'year  to  them  of  the  greatest  charge  that  ever  has  been,  by  reason 
W  the  expense  of  building  a  new  meeting  house,  yet  they  chose 
rather  to  be  at  this  additional  expense  now,  though  it  be  very  con- 
siderable, than  to  have  it  delayed  another  year."  In  publishing 
the  discourse  on  Justification,  he  was  -  also  influenced  by  the 
urgent  request  of  several  clergymen,  \tho  were  present  when  a 
part  of  it  was  delivered,  and  whose  opinion  and  advice  he  thought 
Reserving  of  great  respect.  This  discourse,  though  when  first 
written  of  a  much  less  size  than  as  it  b  printed,  was  preached  at 
two  successive  public  lectures,  in  the  latter  part  of  1734.  It  was 
lit  a  time,  when  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  sdl  that  section  oi  coun- 
try, were  very  much  agitated  by  a  controversy  on  that  very  subject ; 
when  some  were  brought  to  doubt  of  that  way  of  acceptance  with 
Ood,  which  they  had  been  taught  fi*om  their  infancy,  was  the  only 
way ;  and  when  many  were  engaged  in  looking  more  thoroughly 
into  the  grounds  of  those  doctrines,  in  which  they  had  been  educa- 
ted ;  that  this  discourse  seemed  to  be  remarkably  blessed,  not  only 
in  establishing  the  judgments  of  men  in  this  tru^,  but  in  engaging 
their  hearts  in  a  more  earnest  pursuit  of  justification,  by  faith  in  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  ^^At  thai  iimc,"  says  the  author,  "  whU^ 
I  was  greatly  reproached  for  defending  this  doctrine  in  the  pulpi^ 
and  just  upon  my  sufifering  a  very  open  abuse  for  it,  God's  work 
wonderfully  broke  forth  among  us,  and  souls,  began  to  flock  to 
Christ,  as  the  Saviour  in  whose  righteousness  alone  they  hoped  tc^ 
^  justified.  So  that  this  was  the  doctrine,  on  which  this  work,  iq 
hs  be^nning,  was  founded,  as  it  evidently  was  in  the  whole  pr«>^ 
^ess  of  it."  He  regarded  these  facts  as  a  remarkable  testimony, 
of  God's  approbation  of  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  alone. 

This  discourse,  which  is  ri^y  a  Treatise  of  more  than  one  hundred 
closely  printed  pages,  exhibited  the  subject  in  a  light  so  new,  clear 
and  convincing,  and  so  eflfectually  removed  the  difficulties  with 
which,  tfll  then,  it  was  supposed  to  be  attended,  tiiat  on  its  first  pub- 
Bcation  it  met  a  very  welcome  reception,  and  firom  that  time  to  the 
Present  has  been  regarded  as  the  common  Text-book  of  students 
m  Theology.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  find  another  treatise  on  the! 
^ame  subject,  equally  able  and  conclusive. 

There  are  individuals,  who,  having  received  their  theological, 
idews  fixmi  the  straitest  sect  of  a  jgiven  class  of  theok)gians,  regard 
the  Sermon  On  "  Pressmg  into  the  kingdcmi  of  Gbd,"  as  inconsis- 
tent with  those  principles  of  Moral  Agency,  which  are  established 
in  the  Treatise  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will ;  and  charitably  impute 
die  «rror  to  the  imperfect  views  of  the  Authcnr,  at  this  period. 
'^Hiile  a  member  of  college,  however,  Mr.  Edwards,  in  investiga-i 
tihg  the  subject  of  Power  j  as  he  was  reading  the  Essay  of  Locke  J 
came  to  the  settled  conclusion,  that  men  have,  in  the  physical  sefuej 
the  power  of  repentmg  and  turning  to  God.    A  farther  examinatiov. 
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migbt  perfiaps  evince,  that  the  points  in  questbn  are  less  consist 
tent  with  some  peculiar  views  oi  Theology,  of  a  more  modem  date, 
than  with  any,  logically  deduciWe  from  the  Treatise  on  die  Will* 
The  Sermon  itself,  like  the  rest,  has  uncommon  ardour,  unction 
and  solemnity,  and  was  one  of  the  most  useful  which  he  delivered. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Justice  of  (Sod  in  the  Damnation  of  Sinners, 
in  the  language  of  the  Text,  literally  stops  the  mouth  of  everf 
reader,  and  compels  him,  as  he  stands  before  his  Judge,  to  admit, 
if  he  does  not  feel,  the  justice  of  his  sentence*  I  know  not  where 
to  find,  in  any  language,  a  discourse  so  well  adapted  to  strip  the 
impenitent  sinner  of  every  excuse,  to  convince  him  of  his  guik,  and 
to  bring  him  low  before  the  justice  and  holiness  of  God.  Accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Edwards,  it  was  far  the  most  pow- 
erfid  and  effectual  of  his  discourses;  and  we  scarcely  know  of  any 
other  sermon  which  has  been  favoured  with  equal  success. 

The  Sermon  on  the  Excellency  of  Christ,  was  selected  by  Mr. 
Edwards  himself,  partly  because  he  had  been  importuned  to  pub- 
lish it  by  individuals  in  another  town,  in  whose  hearing  it  was  occa- 
sionally preached ;  and  partly  because  he  thought  that  a  discourse 
on  such  an  evangelical  subject,  would  properly  follow  others  that 
were  chiefly  awakening,  and  that  something  of  the  excellency  of 
the  Saviour  was  proper  to  succeed  those  things,  that  were  to  show 
the  necessity  of  salvation.  No  one  who  reads  it  will  hesitate  to 
believe,  that  it  was  most  happily  selected.  I  have  met  with  no 
sermon  hitherto,  so  admirably  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  a 
sinner,  when,  on  the  commencement  of  his  repentance,  he  renounc- 
es every  other  object  of  trust,  but  the  righteousness  of  Christ. 
.Taking  the  whole  volume,  as  thus  printed :  the  Narrative  and  the 
Five  Discpurses :  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  ef- 
fectual, in  promoting  the  work  of  salvation,  which  has  hitherto  issu- 
ed from  the  press. 

The  sixth  child,  and  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  was 
bom  July  25,  1738,  and  after  his  father  was  baptized  by  the  name 
of  Timothy. 

About  this  period,  Mr.  Joseph  Bellamy,  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bellamy  of  Bethlem  Connecticut,  went  to  Northampton  to  pursue 
his  theological  studies  under  Mr.  Edwards,  and  resided  for  a  con- 
dderable  period  in  his  family.  The  veiy  high  respect,  which  he 
cherished  ft)r  the  eminent  talents  and  piety  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
which  drew  him  to  Northampton,  was  reciprocated  by  the  latter ; 
and  a  friendship  commenced  between  them,  which  terminated  ooly 
with  life.* 

In  {he  begmning  of  March,  1739,  Mr.  Edwards  commenced  a 
series  of  Sermons  from  Isaiah  li.  8,  "  For  the  moth  shall  eat  them 

*  Mr.  Bellamy  was  settled  at  Bethlem  in  the  spring  of  1740,  in  the  midst  df 
a  general  attention  to  religion,  pn  the  part  of  the  people  of  that  place. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE    or    PRESIDENT    EDWARDS.  143 

up  like  a  garment ^  and  the  worm  shall  eat  them  like  wool ;  hut  my 
righieousness  shaU  he  forever^  and  my  salvation  from  generation  U 
generation"  The  eight  first  were  dehvered  during  that  month, 
the  eight  next  in  the  two  following  months,  and  the  whole  series, 
thirty  in  all,  was  completed  before  the  close  of  August.  After  ex- 
plaining the  text,  he  derives  from  it  the  following  doctrine.  "  The 
VVork  of  Redemption  is  a  work,  which  (Jod  carries  on  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world."  The  subject  was  one  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards  felt  the  deepest  interest ;  but  he  appears  never  to 
have  repeated  the  Series  of  Discourses  to  his  people.  What  his 
ultimate  intentions  were,  we  may  learn,  however,  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter,  written  by  him  many  years  afterwards :  "  I 
have  had  on  my  mmd  and  heart,  (which  I  long  ago  began,  not 
with  any  view  to  publication,)  a  great  work,  which  I  call,  a  Bisto- 
ry  of  the  Work  of  Redemptiony  a  Body  of  Divinity  m  an  entire 
new  method,  being  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  History,  considering 
the  affair  of  Christian  Theology,  as  the  whole  of  it,  in  each  part, 
stands  in  reference  to  tlie  great  Work  of  Redemption  by  Jesus 
Christ,  which  I  suppose  is  to  be  the  grand  design  of  all  God's  de- 
signs, and  the  summum  and  ultimum  of  all  (rod's  operations  and 
decrees,  particularly  considering  all  parts  of  the  grand  scheme  in 
their  historical  order : — ^The  order  of  their  existence,  or  their  be- 
ing brought  forth  to  view,  in  the  course  of  divine  dispensations,  or 
the  wonderful  series  of  successive  acts  and  events;  begmning  from 
eternity  and  descending  firom  thence  to  the  great  work  and  succes- 
sive dispensations  of  die  infinitely  wise  God  in  time,  considering 
the  chief  events  coming  to  pass  in  the  church  of  God,  and  revolu- 
tions in  the  world  of  mankind,  affecting  the  state  of  the  church  and  . 
the  af&ir  of  redemption,  which  we  have  an  account  of  in  history  or 
prophecy,  tiD  at  last  we  come  to  the  general  resurrection,  last  judg-^ 
ment  and  consummation  of  all  thines  when  it  shall  be  said.  It  i$ 
done^  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  End:  con- 
cluding my  work,  with  the  conaderation  of  that  perfect  state  of 
thmgs,  which  shaH  be  finallv  settled  to  last  for  eternity. — ^This  his- 
tory will  be  carried  on  with  regard  to  all  three  worids, — ^heaven, 
earth  and  hell ;  considering  the  connected,  successive  events,  and 
alterations  in  each,  so  for  as  the  scriptures  give  any  light;  intro- 
ducmg  all  parts  of  divmity  in  that  order,  which  is  most  scriptural 
and  most  natural ;  which  is  a  method  which  appears  to  me  the 
most  beautiful  and  entertaining,  wherein  every  doctrine  will  ap- 
pear to  the  greatest  advantage,  in  the  brightest  light,  in  the  most 
striking  manner,  showing  the  admirable  contexture  and  harmony 
of  the  whole."  .  - 

From  this  it  is  obvious,  that  he  long  cherished  the  mtention  o! 
re-writbg  and  enlarging  the  work,  and  of  turning  it  into  a  regular 
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Treatise;  but  this  desiga  he  never  accompliAed.     We  shall  have 
occasion  to  allude  to  this  work  hereafter. 

The  sixth  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  was  bom  June 
24,  1740,  and  named  Susannah. 

The  circumstances,  which  caused  the  remarkable  attention  to 
religion,  which  began,  in  1734,  to  decline,  were  chiefly  local  in 
their  nature,  and  limited  in  their  influence,  either  to  Ncnthampton, 
or  to  the  County  of  Hampshire.  The  consequence  was,  that  it 
continued  to  exist,  m » vwious  sections  of  the  country  to  the  East, 
the  South  and  the  West,  during  the  fiye  following  years.  By  the  ; 
astCMiishing  work  of  grace  at  Northampton,  an  impulse  had  been 
given  to  the  churcfees  of  this  whole  western  world,  which  could 
not  soon  be  lost.'  The  history  of  that  event,  having  been  exten- 
sively circulated,  had  produced  a  general  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  christians,  that  the  preaching  oi  the  gospel  might  be  attended 
by  effects,  not  less  surprising,  than  those  which  followed  it  in  Apos-  . 
toHc  times.  This  conviction  pi*oduced  an  important  change  in  the 
views,  and  conduct,  both  of  ministers  and  churches.  The  style  of  • 
pi^eaching  was  altered:  it  became,  exten^vely,  more  direct  and 
pungent,  and  more  adapted  to  awaken  the  feelings  and  convince 
the  conscience.  The  prayers  of  good  men,  bot5  in  public  and  , 
private,  indicated  more  intense  desires  for  the  prevalence  of  reli- 
gion, and  a  stronger  expectation  that  the  word  of  God  would  be 
attended  with  an  immediate  blessing.  As  the,  natural  result  of 
such  a  change,  revivals  of  religion  were  witnessed  'm  numerous 
vitlaees  in  New-Jersey,  Connecticut  and  the  eastern  pairts  of  New- 
England  ;  and,  even  where  this  was  not  the  case.  Religion  was  so 
cxtenavely  and  unusuallv  the  object  of  attention,  during  the  period  v 
specified,  that  the  church  at  large  seemed  preparing  for  events  of 
a  more  interestbg  nature,  than  any  that  had  yet  been  witnessed. 

In  consequence  of  the'  high  reputation,  which  Mr.  Edwards  had  ; 
acquired  as  a  powerfiil  ancTsuccessfiil  preacher,  and  as  a  safe  and 
wise  counseUor  to  the  anxious  and  enquiring,  be  received  frequent 
invitations  firom  churches,  near  and  more  remote,  to  come  and  la- 
bour among  ^m  for  a  litde  period;  and  with  the  consent  of  his  ^ 
people,  (his  own  pulpit  always  being  supplied,)  he  ofton  went  forth 
on  tfiese  missionary  tours,  and  found  an  ample  reward  in  the  abun- 
dant success  which  crowned  his  labours.     In  this,  his  example  . 
was  soon  followed  by  several  distinguidi^d  clergymen  in  Connecti- 
cut and  New-Jersey.     In  pne  of  diese  excursions,  he  spent  some 
littje  time  at  Enfield  in  Connecticut,  where  he  preached,  on  the 
8th  of  July,  1741,  the  well  known  sermcai,  entided.  Sinners  in  , 
THE  HANDS  OF  AN  AN6RT  GoD,  from  Deut.  xxxii.  36;  which  was 
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the  cause  of  an  inunediate  and  general  Revival  of  religion  through- 
out the  place.  .  It  was  soon  afterwards  published. 

On  the  2d  of  September  foUowing,  he  preached  the  Sermon, 
entitled,  "  The  Sorrows  of  the  bereaved  spread  before  Jesus,"  at 
the  funeral  of  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  William  Williams  of  Hatfield,  a 
gentleman  highly  respected  for  his  sound  understanding,  pietj, 
and  faithiiilness  as  a  minister.  This  sermon  was  immediately  stf- 
(erwards  published. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Commencement  of  a  second  Chreat  Revival  of  Religum^  in  the 
Spring  and  Summer  of  1740. — Visit  of  Mr.  Whitfield  at 
Jyorthampton, — Impulses. — Judging  of  the  Religious  Character 
of  others. — Letter  to  Mr.  fVheelock. — Great  effects  of  a  Private 
tjecture  of  Mr.  E. — Letter  to  his  Daughter. — Letter  to  a  young 
Lady  in  Connecticut. — Lay  Preaching. — Letter  of  Rev.  (x. 
Tennent. — Sermon  at  JVew-Haven. — thstinguishing  Marks  of 
a  Work  of  the  Spirit  of  God. — Prefaces  by  Mr.  Cooper  and 
Mr.  WiUison. — JUr.  Samuel  Hopkins. 

While  Mr.  Edwards  was  thus  occasionally  serving  his  Divine 
Master  abroad,  he  found,  also,  that  his  labours  at  home  began  to 
be  attended  with  similar  success.  A  great  reformation  in  morals, 
as  well  as  religion,  had  been  the  consequence  of  the  preceding 
Revival  of  religion.  Associations  for  prayer  and  social  religion, 
had  been  regularly  kept  up,  and  a  few  instances  of  awakenmg  and 
conversion  had  all  along  been  known,  even  at  the  season  of  the 
greatest  stupidity.  In  the  Spring  of  1740,  there  was  a  perceptible 
alteration  for  the  better;  and  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
was  most  obvious  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  particularly  on  those 
of  the  young,  in  causing  greater  seriousness  and  solemnity,  and  in 
prompting  them  to  make  religion  far  more  generally  the  subject  of 
conversation.  Improprieties  of  conduct,  too  often  allowed,  were 
more  generally  avoided ;  greater  numbers  resorted  to  Mr.  Edwards 
to  converse  with  him  respecting  their  salvation ;  and,  in  particular 
individuals,  there  appeared  satisfactory  evidence  of  an  entire  change 
of  character.  This  state  of  things  continued  through  the  sunmier 
and  autumn. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  1 6th  of  October,  1740,  Mr. 
Whitefield  came  to  Northampton  to  see  Mr.  Edwards,  and  to  con- 
verse with  him  respecting  the  work  of  God  in  1736,  and  remained 
there  until  the  morning  of  the  20ih.  In  this  interval,  he  preached 
five  sermons,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  town,  reproving 
the  backslidings  of  some,  the  obstinate  impenitence  of  others,  and 
sunmioning  all,  by  the  mercies  with  which  the  town  had  been  dis- 
tinguished, to  return  to  God.  His  visit  was  followed  by  an  awaken- 
ing among  professors  of  religion,  and  soon  afterwards  by  a  deep 
concern  among  the  young,  and  there  were  some  instances  of  hope- 
ful conversion.  This  increased  during  the  winter;  and  in  the 
spring  of  1741  Religion  became  the  object  of  general  attention. 
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On  Mondayy  Mr.  Edwards,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  of  West 
Springfield,  his  brother-m-law,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  ac- 
companied Mr.  Whitefield  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  as  far  as 
East  Windsor,  to  the  house  of  his  father,  the  Rev.  Timothy  Ed- 
wards. While  they  were  thus  together,  he  todc  an  opportunity  to 
converse  with  Mr.  Whitefield  alone,  at  some  length,  on  the  subject 
of  InpuUes^  and  assigned  the  reasons  which  he  had  to  think,  that 
he  gave  too  much  heed  to  such  things.  Mr.  Whitefield  received 
it  kmdlv,  but  did  not  seem  inclined  to  have  much  conversatk>n  on 
the  subject,  and  in  the  time  of  it,  did  not  appear  convinced  by  any 
tbii^  which  he  heard.  He  also  took  occasion,  in  the  presence  of 
others,  to  converse  with  Mr.  Whitefield  at  some  length,  about  his 
too  customary  practice  of  judging  other  persons  to  be  unconverted; 
examined  the  scriptural  warrant  for  such  judgments,  and  expres- 
sed his  own  decided  disapprobation  of  the  practice.  Mr.  miite- 
field,  at  the  same  time,  mentioned  to  Mr.  Edwards  his  design  of 
bringing  over  a  number  of  young  men  from  BIngland,  into  New- 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  to  be  ordained  by  the  two  Mr.  Teiments. 
Their  whole  interview  was  an  exceedingly  kind  and  affectionate 
one ;  yet  Mr.  Edwards  supposed,  that  Mr.  Whitefield  regarded 
him  somewhat  less,  as  an  intimate  and  confidential  friend,  than  he 
would  have  done,  had  he  not  opposed  him  in  two  favourite  points 
of  his  own  practice,  for  which  no  (me  can  be  at  a  loss  to  perceive, 
Ihat  he  could  find  no  scriptural  justification.  Each  however  re- 
garded the  other,  with  great  affection  and  esteem,  as  a  highly  fa- 
voured servant  of  God ;  and  Mr.  Edwards,  as  we  shall  soon  see, 
speaks  of  Mr.  Whitefield's  visit  to  Northampton,  in  terms  of  the 
warmest  approbation. 

In  the  month  of  May,  a  private  Lecture  of  Mr.  Edwards's  was 
attended  with  very  powerful  effects  on  the  audience,  and  ultimate- 
ly ufon  the  young  of  both  sexes,  and  on  children,  throughout  the 
town;  and  during  tlie  sunmier,  and  the  early  part  of  the  autumn, 
there  was  a  glorious  progress  in  the  work  of  God  on  the  hearts  of 
sinners,  in  conviction  and  conversion,  and  great  numbers  appeared 
to  become  the  real  disciples  of  Christ. 

Among  the  clergy,  wno  at  this  period  occaaonally  left  their  own 
congregations,  and  went  forth  as  labourers  into  the  common  field  to 
gather  in  the  harvest,  one  ol  those,  who  were  most  distinguished 
for  their  activity  and  success,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelock,  of  Leb- 
anon, afterwards  the  President  of  Dartmouth  College.  In  the  follow- 
ing letter  firom  Mr.  Edwards  to  this  gentleman,  he  urges  him  to 
visit  Scantic,  a  feeble  settlement  in  the  northern  part  of  his  father's 
parish  :  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  too  remote  to  attend  public 
worship  regularly  at  East-Windsor,  and  yet  too  few  and  feeble  to 
maintam  it  themselves. 
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*^  J^orthamptorij  June  9,  1741^ 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  The  special  occasion  of  my  now  writbg  to  you,  is  a  desire  I 
have  of  two  things ;  one  is,  that  you  and  your  brother  Pomeroy 
would  go  to  Scantic,  in  my  father's  parish,  and  preach  there,  as  of- 
ten as  the  people  will  be  willing  to  hear  you,  and  continue 
80  doing,  as  long  as  the  concerns  of  your  own  parishes  will  allow 
of  your  being  absent.  You  know  the  wretched  circumstances  of 
that  society ;  and,  if  ever  they  are  healed,  I  believe  it  must  be  by 
a  reviving  and  prevailing  of  true  religion  among  them.  By  all  that 
I  can  understand,  they  are  wholly  dead,  in  this  extraordmary  day 
of  God's  gracious  visitation.  You  have  lately  been  so  remarkably 
blessed  elsewhere,  that  I  cannot  but  hope  you  would  have  success 
there  also.  I  have  written  to  my  father,  to  inform  him,  that  I  have 
desired  this  of  you. 

^^  Another  thing  that  I  desire  of  you  is,  that  you  would  come  up 
hither  and  help  us,  both  you  and  Mr.  Pomeroy.  There  has  been 
a  reviving  of  religion  among  us  of  late  :  but  your  labours  have  been 
much  more  remarkably  blessed  than  mine.  Other  nvinisters,  I  have 
heard,  have  shut  up  their  pulpits  against  you ;  but  here  I  engage 
you  shall  find  one  open.  May  God  send  you  hither,  with  the  like 
blessing  as  he  has  sent  you  to  some  other  places ;  and  may  your 
coming  be  a  means  to  humble  me,  for  my  barrenness  and  unprofit- 
ableness, and  a  means  of  my  instruction  and  enlivemng.  I  want 
an  opportunity  to  concert  measures  with  you,  for  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  our  Redeemer.  Please  to  communi- 
cate what  I  write  to  Mr.  Pomeroy,  and  give  my  service  to  Imn.  I 
desire  the  prayers  of  you  both,  that  God  will  give  me  more  of  that 
holy  spirit,  and  happy  success,  with  which  you  are  replenished. 

"  I  am  Dear  Sir,  your  unworthy  brother  and  feUow  labourer, 

Jonathan  Edwards." 

As  very  few  of  Mr.  Edwards's  letters  to  his  own  family  are 
preserved,  it  is  proper  to  give  those  few  to  the  reader,  eyen  when 
they  are  not  otherwise  interesting,  in  order  to  exhibit  his  true  cha- 
racter, as  an  affectionate  and  faithful  christian  father.  The  fol- 
lowing was  addressed  to  his  eldest  daughter,  in  her  diirteenth  year, 
while  residing  with  her  aimt,  Mrs.  Huntington,  at  Lebanon. 

"  To  Miss  Sarah  Edwards,  Lebanon. 

"  Northampton^  June  25^A,  174 1 . 

"  Mt'^dear  Child, 

"  Your  moriier  has  received  two  letters  bom  you,  since  you  went 
away.  We  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  and  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  religion  in  Lebanon.     1  hope  you  \^  well  improve  the  great 
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advantage,  God  is  thereby  putting  into  your  hands,  for  the  good  of 
your  own  soul.  You  have  very  weak  and  infirm  health,  and  I  am 
afraid  are  always  like  to  have  ;  and  it  may  be,  are  not  to  be  long- 
lived  ;  and  while  you  do  live,  are  not  like  to  enjoy  so  much  of  the 
comforts  of  this  life,  as  others  do,  by  reason  of  your  want  of  health; 
and  therefore,  if  you  have  no  better  portion,  will  be  miserable  in- 
deed. But,  if  your  soul  prospers,  you  will  be  a  happy,  blessed 
person,  whatever  becomes  of  your  body.  1  wish  you  much  of  the 
presence  of  Christ,  and  of  communion  with  him,  and  that  you 
might  live  so  as  to  give  him  honour,  in  tlie  place  where  you  are^ 
by  an  amiable  behaviour  towards  all. 

"  Your  mother  would  have  you  go  on  with  your  work,  if  you  can, 
and  she  would  be  glad  if  your  aunt  would  set  you  to  work  sometliing 
of  hers,  though  you  do  but  little  in  a  day.  She  would  have  you 
send  word  by  Mr.  Wheelock,  wlio  I  suppose  will  come  up  the  next 
week,  or  the  week  after,  whether  you  are  well  enough  to  make 
lace  :  if  you  are,  she  will  send  you  a  lace  and  bobbins. 

"  The  flourishing  of  religion  in  this  town,  and  in  these  parts  of 
the  country,  has  rather  increased  since  you  went  away.  Your 
mother  jcrins  with  me  m  giving  her  love  to  you,  and  to  your  uncle 
and  aunt.  Your  sisters  give  their  love  to  you,  and  their  duty  to 
them.  The  whole  family  is  glad,  when  we  hear  from  you.  Re- 
commending you  to  the  continual  care  and  mercy  of  heaven,  I  re- 
mahi  your  loving  father, 

Jonathan  Edwards." 

Some  time  in  the  course  of  the  year,  a  young  lady,  residing  at 

S ,  in  Connecticut,  who  had  lately  made  a  public  profession  of 

religion,  requeste  Mr.  Edwards  to  give  her  some  advice,  es  lo 
the  best  manner  of  maintaining  a  religious  life.  In  reply,  he  ad- 
dressed to  her  the  following  letter  ;  which  will  be  found  eminently 
useful,  to  all  persons  just  entering  on  the  christian  course. 

Letter  addressed  to  a  Young  Lady  at  S— — ,  Conn,  in  tlie  year 

1741. 

"My  dear  young  friend. 

As  you  desired  me  to  send  you,  in  writing,  some  directions  how 
to  conduct  yourself  in  your  christian  course,  1  would  now  answer 
your  request.     The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  great  tilings  I  have 

lately  seen  at  S ,  incUnes  me  to  do  any  tiling  in  my  power,  to 

contribute  to,  the  spiritual  joy  and  prosperity  of  God's  people  tliere. 

1.  I  would  advise  you  to  keep  up  as  great  a  sUnfe  and  earnest- 
ness in  religion,  as  if  you  knew  yourself  to  be  in  a  state  of  nature, 
and  were  seeking  conversion.  We  advise  persons  under  convic- 
tion, to  be  earnest  and  violent  for  the  kingdom  of  Heaven ;  but 
when  they  have  attained  to  conversion,  they  ought  not  to  be  tlie 
less  watchful,  laborious,  and  earnest,  in  the  whole  work  of  religion. 
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but  the  more  so ;  for  they  are  under  infinitely  greater  obligations. 
For  want  of  this,  many  persons,  in  a  few  mon^s  after  their  con- 
version, have  begun  to  lose  their  sweet  and  lively  sense  of  spiritual 
things,  apd  to  grow  cold  and  dark,  and  have  ^^  pierced  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows ;"  whereas,  if  they  had  done  as  the 
Apostle  did,  (Phil.  iii.  12 — 14,)  their  path  would  have  been  "  as 
die  shming  light,  that  shines  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 

2.  Do  not  leave  off  seeking,  striving,  and  praying  for  the  very 
same  things  that  we  exhort  unconverted  persons  to  strive  for,  and 
a  degree  of  which  you  have  had  already  in  conversion.  Pray  that 
your  eyes  may  be  opened,  that  you  may  receive  sight,  tliat  you 
may  know  yourself,  and  be  brought  to  (Jod's  footstool,  and  that  you 
may  see  tlie  gloiy  of  God  and  Christ,  and  may  be  raised  from  the 
dead,  and  have  the  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  m  your  heart. 
Those  who  have  most  of  these  things,  have  need  still  to  pray  for 
them ;  for  there  is  so  much  blindness  and  hardness,  pride  and 
death  remaining,  tliat  they  still  need  to  have  that  work  of  God 
wrought  upon  them,  further  to  enlighten  •  and  enliven  them,  that 
shall  be  bringing  them  out  of  darkness  into  God's  marvellous  light, 
and  be  a  kind  of  new  conversion  and  resurrection  from  the  dead. 
There  are  very  few  requests  that  are  proper  for  an  impenitent  man, 
that  are  not  also,  in  some  sense,  proper  for  the  godly. 

3.  When  you  hear  a  sermon,  hear  for  yourself.  Though  what 
is  spoken  may  be  more  especially  directed  to  the  unccmverted,  or 
to  those  that,  in  other  respects,  are  in  different  circumstances  from 
jfourself ;  yet,  let  the  chief  intent  of  your  mind  be  to  consider,  "In 
^hat  respect  is  this  applicable  to  me  ?  and  what  improvement  ought 
1  to  make  of  this,  for  my  own  soul's  good  ?" 

4.  Though  God  has  forgiven  and  forgotten  your  past  sins,  yet 
do  not  forget  them  yourself :  often  remember,  what  a  wretched 
l>ond-slave  you  were  m  the  land  of  Egjrpt.  Often  bring  to  mind 
your  particular  acts  of  sin  before  conversion  ;  as  the  blessed  Apos- 
tle Paul  is  often  mentioning  his  old  blaspheming,  persecuting  q>irit, 
and  his  injuriousness  to  tlie  renewed  ;  humbling  his  heart,  and  ac- 
knowledging that  he  was  "  the  least  of  the  Apostles,"  and  not  wor- 
thy "  to  be  called  an  apostle,"  and  the  "least  of  all  saints,"  and  the 
"  chief  of  sinners ;"  and  be  often  confessing  your  old  sins  to  God, 
and  let  that  text  be  often  m  your  mind,  (Ezek.  xvi.  63,)  "  that  thou 
mayest  remember  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  thy  moutli 
any  more,  because  of  thy  shame,  when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee 
for  all  that  thou  hast  done,  saith  the  Lord  (Jod." 

5.  Remember,  that  you  have  more  cause,  on  some  accounts,  a 
thousand  tunes,  to  lament  and  humble  yourself  for  sins  that  have 
been  committed  since  conversion,  than  before,  because  of  the^infi- 
nitely  greater  obligations  that  are  upon  you  to  live  to  God,  and  to 
look  upon  the  faithfulness  of  Christ,  in  unchangeably  continuity  his 
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loviog-kindness,  notwithstanding  all  your  great  unworthincss  s'lnce 
your  conversion. 

6.  Be  always  greatly  abased  for  your  remaining  sin,  and  never 
think  that  you  lie  low  enough  for  it ;  but  yet  be  not  discouraged  or 
liisheartened  by  it ;  for,  though  we  are  exceeding  sinful,  yet  we 
have  an  Advocate  with  tlie  Father,  Jesus  Christ  llie  righteous ;  tlie 
preciousness  of  whose  blood,  the  merit  of  whose  righteousness, 
and  the  greatness  of  whose  love  and  faithfulness,  infinitely  overtop 
the  highest  mountains  of  our  sins. 

7.  When  you  engage  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  or  come  to  the 
Lord's  Supper,  or  attend  any  other  duty  of  Divine  worship,  come 
to  Christ  as  Mary  Magdalen*  did;  (Luke  vii.  37,  38;)  come,  and 
east  yourself  at  his  feet,  and  kiss  them,  and  pour  forth  upon  him  the 
sweet  perfumed  ointment  of  Divine  love,  out  of  a  pure  and  broken 
heart,  as  she  poured  the  precious  ointment  out  of  her  pure  bn)ken 
alabaster  box. 

8.  Remember,  that  pride  is  the  worst  viper  that  is  in  the  heart, 
the  greatest  disturber  of  the  soul's  peace,  and  of  sweet  communion 
with  Christ :  it  was  the  first  sin  committed,  and  lies  lowest  in  the 
foundation  of  Satan's  whole  building,  and  is  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty rooted  out,  and  is  the  most  hidden,  secret,  and  deceitful  of 
al)  lusts,  and  often  creeps  insensibly  into  the  midst  of  religion ;  even^ 
sometimes,  under  the  disguise  of  humility  itself. 

9.  That  you  may  pass  a  correct  judgment  concertiing  yourself, 
always  look  upon  those  as  the  best  discoveries,  and  the  best  com- 
ibrts,  that  have  most  of  these  two  effects :  those  that  make  you  least 
and  lowest,  and  most  like  a  child  ;  and  those  that  most  engage  and 
fix  your  heart,  in  a  full  and  firm  disposition  to  deny  yourself  for 
God,  and  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  him. 

10.  If  at  any  time  you  fall  into  doubts  about  the  state  of  your 
soul,  in  dark  and  dull  frames  of  mind,  it  is  proper  to  review  your 
past  experience ;  but  do  not  consume  too  much  time  and  strengtli 
in  this  way :  rather  apply  yourself,  with  all  your  might,  to  an  earn- 
est pursuit  after  renewed  experience,  new  light,  and  new  lively  acts 
of  iaith  and  love.  One  new  discovery  of  the  Glory  of  Christ's 
face,  will  do  more  toward  scattering  clouds  of  darkness  in  one 
minute,  than  examining  old  experience,  by  the  best  marks  that  can 
be  given,  through  a  whole  year. 

11.  When  the  exercise  of  grace  is  low,  and  corruption  prevails, 
and  by  that  means  fear  prevails ;  do  not  desire  to  have  fear  cast 
out  any  other  way,  than  by  the  reviving  and  prevailing  of  love  in 
the  heart :  by  this,  fear  wUl  be  effectually  expeUed,  as  darkness  in 
a  room  vanishes  away,  when  the  pleasant  beams  of  the  sun  are  let 
into  it. 


♦Tills  is  a  very  common  mistake.    The  woman  here  montionod  was  not  Ma- 
ry Masfdalen. 
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12.  When  you  counsel  and  warn  others,  do  it  earnesdy,  and  af-* 
fecdonately,  and  thoroughly ;  and  when  you  are  speaking  to  your 
equals,  let  your  warnings  be  intermixed  with  expressions  of  your 
sense  of  your  own  unwordiiness,  and  of  the  sovereign  grace  that 
makes  you  differ. 

13.  If  you  would  set  up  religious  meetings  of  young  women  by 
yourselves,  to  be  attended  once  in  a  wiiile,  besides  the  other  meet- 
ings that  you  attend,  I  should  think  it  would  be  very  proper  and 
profitable. 

-  14.  Under  special  difficulties,  or  when  in  great  need  of,  or  great 
longings  after,  any  particular  mercy,  for  yourself  or  others,  set  apart 
a  day  for  secret  prayer  and  fasting  by  yourself  alone ;  and  let  the 
day  be  spent,  not  only  in  petitions  for  the  mercies  you  desire,  but 
in  searching  your  heart,  and  in  looking  over  your  past  life,  and  con- 
fessing your  sms  before  Grod,  not  as  is  wont  to  be  done  in  public 
prayer,  but  by  a  very  particular  rehearsal,  before  God,  of  the  sms 
of  your  past  life,  from  your  childhood  hitherto,  before  and  after 
conversion,  with  the  circumstances  and  aggravations  attending  them^ 
spreading  all  the  abominations  of  your  heart,  very  particularly,  and 
fully  as  possible,  before  him. 

15.  Do  not  let  the  adversaries  of  the  cross  have  occasion  to  re- 
proach religion  on  your  account. .  How  holily  should  the  children 
of  (jod,  the  redeemed  and  the  beloved  of  the  Son  of  God,  behave 
themselves.  Therefore,  "  walk  as  children  of  the  light,  and  of  the 
day,"  and  "  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  your  Saviour ;"  and  espe- 
cially, abound  in  what  are  called  the  Christian  virtues,  and  make 
you  like  the  Lamb  of  God :  be  meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  and  full 
of  pure,  heavenly  and  humble,  love  to  all;  abound  in  deeds  of  love 
to  others,  and  self-denial  for  others ;  and  let  there  be  in  you  a  dis- 
position to  account  others  better  than  yourself. 

16.  In  all  your  course,  walk  with  God,  and  follow  Christ,  as  a 
litde,  poor,  helpless  child,  taking  hold  of  Christ's  hand,  keeping 
your  eye  on  the  marks  of  the  wounds  in  liis  hands  and  side,  whence 
came  the  blood  that  cleanses  you  from  sin,  and  hiding  your  naked- 
ness under  die  skirt  of  the  white  shining  robes  of  his  righteousness. 

17.  Pray  much  for  the  Ministers  and  the  Church  of  (Jod ;  espe- 
cially, that  he  would  carry  on  his  glorious  work  which  he  has  now 
begun,  till  the  world  shall  be  full  of  his  glory." 

About  this  period,  a  considerable  number  of  lay  members  of  the 
church  began,  in  various  parts  of  New  England,  to  hold  religious 
meetings,  and  to  preach  and  exhort  in  the  manner  of  clergymen. 
They  were  usually  men  of  worth,  and  desirous  of  doing  good ;  but  ha- 
ving much  zeal,  and  litde  knowledge,  and  often  but  litde  discretion^ 
the  church,  at  that  period,  had  certainly  very  little  reason  to  re- 
joice in  their  labours.     The  following  letter  of  the  Rev.  Gilbert 
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Teiment,  written  probaWy  in  the  autumn  of  1741,  explains  his 
owH  views  on  this  subject.* 

"Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  my  poor  labotirs  have  been  of  any  service 
to  any  in  New  England.  All  glory  be  to  the  great  and  glorious 
God,  wheii  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings,  he  is  pleased 
sometimes  to  ordain  praise.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  progress 
of  Grod's  work  among  you,  this  last  summer,  and  that  there  are  any 
appearances  of  its  continuance :  Blessed  be  God,  dear  Brother ! 
As  to  the  subject  you  mention,  of  laymen  being  sent  out  to  exhort 
(tnd  to  teach,  supposing  them  to  be  real  converts,  I  cannot  but  think, 
if  it  be  encouraged  and  continued.  It  will  be  of  dreadful  conse- 
quence to  the  church's  peace  and  soundness  in  the  faith.  I  will 
not  gainsay  but  that  private  persons  may  be  of  service  to  the  church 
of  God  by  private,  humble,  fraternal  reproof,  and  exhortations; 
and  no  doubt  it  is  their  duty  to  be  faithful  m  these  things.  But  in 
the  mean  time  if  christian  prudence  and  humility  do  not  attend  their 
essays,  they  are  like  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  church's  real  well-being* 
But  for  ignorant  yoimg  converts  to  take  upon  them  authoritatively 
to  instruct  and  exhort  publicly,  tends  to  introduce  the  greatest 
errors  and  the  grossest  anarchy  and  confusion.  The  ministers  of 
Christ  should  be  apt  to  teach  and  able  to  convince  gainsayers,  and 
it  is  dangerous  to  die  pure  church  of  Grod,  when  those  are  novices, 
whose  lips  should  preserve  knowledge.  It  is  base  presumption, 
whatever  jBeal  be  pretended  to,  notwiOistanding,  for  any  persons  to 
take  this  honour  to  themselves,  unless  they  be  called  of  Grod  as 
Aaron.  I  know  most  young  zealots  are  apt,  through  ignorance, 
inconsideration  and  pride  of  heart,  to  undertake  what  they  have  no 
proper  qualifications  for :  and,  through  their  imprudences  and  en- 
thusiasm, the  church  of  God  suffers.  I  think  all  that  fear  God^ 
should  rise  up  and  crush  the  enthusiastic  creature  in  the  egg.  Dear 
Brother,  the  times  we  live  m  are  dangerous.  The  Churches  in 
America  and  elsewhere  are  in  great  hazard  of  enthusiasm :  we 
have  need  to  think  of  the  maxim,  principits  obsta.  May  Zion's 
King  protect  his  Church !  I  add  no  more,  but  love,  and  beg  a  re- 
membrance in  your  prayers. 

"Gilbert  Tenkent.'' 

In  the  September  following,  Mr.  Edwards  attended  the  public? 
commencement  at  New  Haven,  and  on  the  10th  of  that  month 
preached  his  celebrated  Sermon  entitled,  "IKstinguishmg  Marks 


*  The  stiperacription  and  date  are  gone  from  the  MS.  but  having  Mr.  Ed- 
Ward's  hand- writing  on  the  back,  I  iuppose  the  letter  ta  b«ye  been  wriitea  to 
him. 
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of  a  Work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,"  which,  in  consequence  of  a  gene- 
ral request  from  the  clergy,  and  otlier  gentlemen  attending  the 
commencement,  was  published  soon  after,  at  Boston,  accompanied 
with  a  Preface  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper ;  and  in  Scotland  the 
ensuing  year,  with  a  Preface  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willison.  This 
Sermon,  by  exhibiting  the  distinguishing  marks  between  an  Imagi- 
nar}%  and  a  real,  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  by  applying  those 
marks  to  tlie  work  of  grace  then  begun,  and  rapidly  spreading 
throughout  the  Nortliem  and  Middle  Colonies,  became  an  unan- 
swerable defence,  not  only  of  that,  but  of  all  genume  Revivals  ot 
religion.  It  was  indeed  the  object  of  immediate  and  reiterated 
attacks  from  the  press;  but,  being  built  on  the  foundation  of  the 
Apostks  and  the  Prophets,  it  stands  sure,  while  those  attacks,  and 
their  authors  are  forgotten.  It  exhibits  the  scriptural  evidences  of 
a  genuine  Revival  of  religion,  in  much  the  same  manner,  as  his 
subsequent  Treatise  on  Religious  Affections,  does  those  of  a  genu- 
ine Conversion.  Mr.  Cooper  thus  introduces  it  to  the  christians 
of  New  England : 

"  If  any  are  disposed  to  receive  conviction,  have  a  mind  open  to 
fight,  and  are  really  willing  to  know  of  the  present  Work,  whether 
it  be  of  God ;  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  I  can  re- 
commend to  them  the  following  sheets,  in  which  they  will  find  the 
"  distinguishing  marks"  of  such  a  Work,  as  they  are  to  be  found  ia 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  applied  to  tiie  uncommon  operation  that  has 
been  on  the  minds  of  noany  in  this  land.  Here  the  matter  is  tried 
by  the  infallible  touchstone  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  is  weighed 
in  the  balance  of  the  Sanctuary  with  great  judgment  and  impar^ 
tiality. 

"  A  performance  of  this  kind  is  seasonable  and  necessary ;  and 
I  desire  heartily  to  bless  God,  who  inclined  this,  his  servant,  to  un- 
dertake it,  and  has  gready  assisted  him  in  it.  The  Reverend  Au- 
thor IS  known  to  be  "a  scribe  instructed  unto  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven ;"  the  place  where  he  has  been  called  to  exercise  his  ministry, 
has  been  famous  for  experimental  religion ;  and  he  has  had  oppor- 
tunities to  observe  this  work  in  many  places  where  it  has  powerful- 
ly appeared,  and  to  converse  with  numbers  that  have  been  the  sub- 
jects of  it.  These  things  qualify  him  for  this  undertaking,  above 
most.  His  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Work,  are  strongly  drawn 
from  Scripture,  Reason  and  Experience :  And  I  shall  believe  every 
candid,  judicious  reader  will  say,  he  writes  very  free  from  an  en- 
thusiastic or  a  party  spirit.  The  use  of  human  learning  is  asserted ; 
a  methodical  way  of  preaching,  the  fruit  of  study  as  weD  as  prayer, 
is  recommended  ;  and  the  exercise  of  charity,  in  judging  others, 
pressed  and  urged :  And  those  things,  which  are  esteemed  the 
blemishes,  and  are  like  to  be  the  hindrances,  of  the  work,  are  with 
great  faithfulness  cautioned  and  warned  against. — ^Many,  I  believe. 
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will  be  thankful  for  this  publicatbn.  Those,  who  have  already 
entertained  favourable  thoughts  of  this  work,  will  be  confirmed  b/ 
it;  and  the  doubting  may  be  convinced  and  satisfied.  But  if  there 
be  any,  after  all,  who  cannot  see  the  signatures  of  a  divine  hand  on 
the  work,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  prevailed  on  to  spare  their 
censures,  and  stop  their  oppositions,  lest ''  haply  they  should  be 
found  to  fight  against  God." — ^I  will  only  add  my  prayer,  That  the 
worthy  Author  of  this  discourse,  may  long  be  continued  a  burning 
and  a  shining  light,  in  the  golden  candlestick  where  Christ  has 
placed  him,  and  from  thence  difilise  his  light  throughout  these  Pro- 
vinces !  That  the  Divine  Spirit,  whose  cause  is  here  espoused, 
would  accompany  this,  and  the  other  valuable  publications  of  his 
servant,  with  his  powerful  influences ;  that  they  may  promote  the 
Redeemer's  interests,  serve  the  ends  of  vital  religion,  and  so  add 
to  the  Author's  present  joy  and  future  crown  !" 

The  follo\iTng  is  the  testimony  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Willison,  to  tlie 
churches  of  Scotland.  "  The  ensuing  Treatise,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edwards,  of  Northampton,  in  New  England,  concerning  tlie  work 
and  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  men's  consciences,  b,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  a  most  excellent,  solid,  judicious  and  scriptural, 
performance;  which,  I  hope  through  the  Divine  blessmg,  will  * 
prove  most  useful  to  the  Church,  for  discerning  a  true  and  real 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  for  guarding  against  delusions  and 
mistakes.  It  is  certainly  a  great  mercy  to  tlie  church,  that  this 
subject  hath  been  undertaken  and  handled  by  such  an  experienced, 
well  furnished  scribe,  that  hath  been  long  acquainted  with  tlie 
Spirit  of  God's  dealmgs  with  the  souls  of  men,  in  bis  own  congre- 
gation, and  the  country  where  he  lives.  And  seeing  the  extraor- 
dinary work  there  at  present,  though  several  thousand  miles  distant 
from  Scodand,  is  of  the  same  kind  with  that  at  Cambuslang  and 
other  places  about,  and  meets  with  the  same  opposition ;  the  Author 
doth,  with  great  judgment,  answer  the  common  objections  which 
are  made  against  the  work,  both  here  and  tliere,  so  diat  scarce  any 
thing  fiuther  needs  oe  added.  He  warns  people  very  warmly, 
against  opposing  or  reproaching  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
being  the  Third  Person  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  and  God  equal  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the  great  applier  of  the  redemption 
purchased  for  us ;  it  becomes  all  men  highly  to  honour  him  and 
his  work,  and  to  look  upon  it  as  highly  dangerous  to  speak  a  word 
against  him,  according  to  Matt.  xii.  32. — ^I  shall  add  no  more  but 
my  fervent  prayers  to  Ood,  to  bless  both  the  Author  and  his  dis- 
course, and  that  he  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  yet  more  abundantly, 
both  on  America  and  all  the  British  dominions  ;  and  that  he  would 
hasten  the  glory  of  the  latter  days,  when  the  Jews  shall  be  brought 
in  with  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  and  that  all  the  kingdoms  of 
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tlie  world  may  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  his  Christ, 
that  he  may  reign  forever  and  ever !     Amen  and  Amen." 

It  was  during  this  visit  to  New-Haven,  that  Mr.  Hopkins,*  then 
,  about  to  receive  the  decree  of  A.  B.  at  Yale  College,  first  saw  Mr. 
i  Edwards.  He  soon  aner  became  his  pupil,  and  continued  his  in- 
timate firiend  through  life,  and  was  ultimately  his  biographer.  The 
impression  made  on  his  mind,  may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
account  of  the  subject,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  life.  "When 
I  heard  Mr.  Tennent,"  [the  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,  who  had 

E reached  often  at  New-Haven  in  the  preceding  March,]  "  I  thought 
e  was  the  greatest  and  best  man,  and  the  best  preacher,  that  I  had 
ever  seen  or  heard.  His  words  were  to  me,  "  like  apples  of  gold 
in  pictures  of  silver."  And  I  thought  that,  when  I  should  leave 
the  College,  as  I  was  then  in  my  last  year,  I  would  go  and  live 
with  him,  wherever  I  should  find  him.  But  just  before  the  Com- 
mencement in  September,  when  I  was  to  take  my  degree,  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  which  month  I  was  twenty  years  old,  IVIr.  Ed- 
wards, of  Northampton,  came  to  New-Haven,  and  preached.  He 
then  preached  the  Sermon  on  The  Trial  of  the  SptriUy  which  was 
afterwards  printed.  I  had  before  read  h^  Sermons  on  Justifica- 
tion, etc.,  and  his  Narrative  of  Remarkable  Conversions  at  North- 
ampton, which  took  place  about  seven  years  before  this.  Though 
I  then  did  not  obtain  any  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  any  far- 
ther than  by  hearing  him  preach :  yet  I  conceived  such  an  esteem 
of  him,  and  was  so  pleased  with  Ins  preaching,  that  I  altered  my 
fermer  determination  with  respect  to  Mr.  Tennent,  and  concluded 
to  go  and  live  with  Mr.  Edwards,  as  soon  as  I  should  have  oppor- 
tunity, though  he  lived  about  eighty  miles  firom  my  father's  house." 

'''Aflerwards  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.  D.  of  Newport,  author  of  tht 
System  of  Divinity, 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Temporary  Abatement  of  Religious  Attention. — Letter  to  Mr. 
Bellamy. — J\/E8sionary  Tour. — Success  at  Liecester. — Mr. 
Hopkins  becomes  a  member  of  his  family. — Mr.  BudVs  sue- 
cessjvl  labours  at  JVorthampton. — Mr.  Edumrds'^s  JSTarrative 
of  the  Revival  at  Northampton^  in  1740,  '41,  '42. — Cot^e- 
nant  entered  into  by  the  Church. 

For  about  three  months,  or  from  November  to  January,  there 
was  an  obvious  abatement  in  the  attention  to  Religion  at  Northamp- 
ton ;  and  ahhough  there  were  instances  of  conversion  from  time  to 
time  through  the  winter,  yet  they  were  less  frequent  than  before. 
Mr.  Edwards  alludes  to  mis  fact,  in  the  foUowmg'  letter  to  Mr. 
Bellamy,  of  Bethlem* 

^^  Northampton^  Jan.  21, 1742. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  received  yours  of  Jan.  1 1,  for  which  I  thank  you.  Religion, 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  has  now  of  late  been  on  the 
decaying  hand,  I  desire  your  prayers,  that  God  would  quicken 
and  revive  us  again ;  and  particularly,  that  he  would  greatlv  hum- 
ble, and  pardon,  and  quicken  me,  and  fill  me  with  his  own  lulness ; 
and,  if  it  may  consist  with  his  will,  improve  me  as  an  instrument  to 
revive  his  work.  There  has  been,  the  year  past,  the  most  wonder- 
ful work  among  children  here,  by  far,  that  ever  was.  Grod  has 
seemed  almost  wholly  to  take  a  new  generation,  that  are  come  on 
since  the  late  great  work,  seven  years  ago. — ^Neither  earth  nor  hell 
can  hinder  his  work,  that  is  going  on  in  the  country.  Christ  glori- 
ously triumphs  at  this  day.  You  have  probably  before  now,  heard 
of  the  great  and  wonderml  thin^  that  have  lately  been  wrought  at 
Portsmouth,  the  chief  town  in  New-Hampshire,  There  are  also 
appearing  great  things  at  Ipswich  and  Newbury,  the  two  largest 
towns  in  this  province,  except  Boston,  and  several  other  towns  be- 
yond Boston,  and  some  towns  nearer.  By  what  I  can  understand, 
the  work  of  God  is  greater  at  thb  day  in  the  land,  than  it  has  been 
at  any  time.  O  what  cause  have  we,  with  exulting  hearts,  to  agree 
to  ^ve  glory  to  him,  who  thus  rides  forth  in  the  chariot  of  his  sal- 
vation, conquering  and  to  conquer ;  and  earnestly  to  pray,  that  now 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  would  come  forth  like  a  bridegroom,  re- 
joicing as  a  giant,  to  run  his  race  from  one  end  of  the  heavens  to 
the  other,  that  nottung  may  be  hid  from  the  light  and  heat  thereof. 
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f '  It  is  not  probable  that  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  your  meeting 
at  Guilford.  I  have  lately  been  so  much  gone  from  my  people, 
and  don't  know  but  I  must  be  obliged  to  leave  'em  again  next  week 
about  a  fortnight,  bemg  called  to  Liecester,  a  town  about  half  way 
to  Boston,  where  a  great  work  of  grace  has  lately  commenced ;  and 
probably  soon  after  that  to  another  place ;  and  having  at  this  time 
some  extraordinary  afiairs  to  attend  to  at  home.  I  pray  that  Christ, 
our  good  Shepherd,  will  be  with  you,  and  direct  you,  and  greatly 
strengthen  and  bless  you.  ^ 

"  Dear  Sir,  I  have  none  of  those  books  you  speak  of,  to  sell.  I 
have  only  a  few,  that  I  intend  to  send  to  some  of  my  friends.  I 
have  already  sent  you  one  of  my  New-Haven  Sermons,  by  Mr. 

.     Nevertheless,  I  have  herewith  sent  another,  which  I  desire 

you  to  give  to  Mr.  Mills,  if  he  has  none ;  but  if  he  has,  dispose  of 
It  where  you  think  it  will  do  most  good.  I  have  also  sent  one  of 
those  Sermons  I  preached  at  Enfield  ;  as  to  the  other,  I  have  but 
one  of  tliem  in  the  world. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  and  unworthy  brother,  and 
fellow  labourer, 

Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  absence  from  his  people,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  letter, 
occHrfSd  in  consequence  of  a  missionary  tour  of  some  length,  in 
t^e  twp  preceding  months ;  during  which  he  visited  various  places, 
to  which  he  had  been  invited,  in  consequence  of  an  unusual  atten- 
tion to  religion  diere,  among  the  pec^le.  His  own  congregation, 
readily  admitting  diat,  at  such  a  time,  there  was  a  louder  call  for 
his  services  in  those  places,  than  in  Northampton,  consented,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  christian  benevolence,  that  he  should  listen  to  these 
calls  of  Providence,  and  go  forth  into  other  fields  of  labour.  In 
so  doing,  they  soon  found  a  fulfilment  of  the  promise,  that  Ae,  who 
waterethj  shall  be  watered  himself.  On  Monday  the  25th  of  Janu- 
ary, Mr.  Edwards  set  out  for  Liecester,  and  remained  there  seve- 
ral weeks,  preaching  with  remarkable  success.  The  revival  of  re- 
ligion almost  immediately  pervaded  the  whole  congregation,  and 
great  numbers  were  believed  to  be  the  subjects  of  hopefiil  conver- 
aon.  On  Wednesday,  Januanr  27th,  Mr.  Buell,  a  class  mate  of 
Mr.  Hopkins,  who,  though  he  left  College  in  the  September  pre- 
xjeding,  nad  already  been  preaching  some  time,  and  had  gamed  the 
reputation  of  an  uncommonly  engaged  and  animated  preacher, 
came  to  Northampton,  to  preach  durmg  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. Immediately  the  work  of  grace,  which  had  for  a  season 
declined,  was  again  carried  on  with  even  greater  power  than  be- 
fore. A  high  degree  of  religious  feeHng  was  excited  in  the  church ; 
a  solenm,  anxious  attention  to  llie  salvation  of  the  soul,  was  wit- 
nessed extensively  among  the  congregation  ;  and,  soon  after  the 
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return  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  work  of  conviction  and  conversion  again 
went  forward,  with  renewed  success. 

Mr.  Hopkins  aUudes  to  these  events,  in  his  own  Narrative.  "  In 
the  month  of  December,"  he  observes,  "  bemg  furnished  with  a 
horse,  I  set  out  for  Northampton,  with  a  view  to  live  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, where  I  was  an  utter  stranger.     When  I  arrived  there,  Mr. 
EMwards  was  not  at  home ;  but  I  was  received  with  great  kindness 
by  Mrs.  Edwards  and  the  family,  and  had  encouragement  that  I 
might  live  there  during  the  winter.     Mr.  Edwards  was  absent  on  a 
preaching  tour,  as  people  in  general  were  greatly  attentive  to  reli- 
gion and  preaching,  which  was  attended  with  remarkable  effects,  in 
the  conviction  and  supposed  conversion  of  multitudes.     I  was  very 
gloomy,  and  was  most  of  the  time  retired  in  my  chamber.     After 
some  days,  Mrs.  Edwards  came  into  my  chamber,  and  said,  "  As 
I  was  now  become  a  member  of  the  family  for  a  season,  she  felt 
herself  interested  in  my  welfare ;  and,  as  she  observed  tfiat  I  ap- 
peared gloomy  and  dejected,  she  hoped  I  would  not  think  she  in- 
truded, by  her  desiring  to  know,  and  asking  me  what  was  the  occa- 
sbn  of  it,  or  to  that  purpose.     I  told  her  the  freedom  she  used  wag^ 
agreeable  to  me ;  that  die  occasion  of  the  appearance  which  she 
mentioned,  was  ihe  state  in  wliich  I  considered  myself.     I  was  m  a 
christless,  graceless  state,  and  had  been  under  a  degree  of  oenyic- 
tion  and  concern  for  myself,  for  a  number  of  months ;  had  ^ot^t> 
relief,  and  my  case,  instead  of  growing  better,  jqppeared  tot  grow 
worse.     Upon  which  we  entered  into  a  free  convef  sation ;  and  on 
the  whole  she  toW  me,  that  she  had  peculiar  exercises  in  prayer 
respecting  me,  since  I  had  been  in  the  family ;  that  she  trusted  1 
should  receive  light  and  comfort,  and  doubted  not  that  God  intend- 
ed yet  to  do  great  things  by  me. 

"  Religion  was  now  at  a  lower  ebb  at  Northampton,  than  it  had 
been  of  late,  and  than  it  appeared  to  be  in  the  neighbouring  towns,, 
and  in  New  England  in  general.  In  the  month  of  January,  Mr.  Buell, 
my  class-mate,  came  to  Northampton,  having  commenced  a  zeal- 
ous preacher  of  the  gospel ;  and  was  the  means  of  greatly  reviving 
the  people  to  zeal  in  rehgion.  He  preached  every  day,  and  some- 
tinaes  twice  a  day,  publicfy,  Mr.  Edwards  being  out  of  town,  preach- 
ing in  (Kstant  towns.  Professing  christians  appeared  gready  revi- 
ved and  comforted  ;  and  a  number  were  under  conviction ;  and  I 
think  there  were  some  hopeful  new  converts.  After  Mr.  Buell 
had  been  in  Northampton  a  week  or  two,  he  set  out  on  a  tour  to- 
wards Boston."* 

Having  thus  alluded  to  the  religious  state  of  Northampton  at  thia 

*  Mr,  Hopkins  continued  to  ptinue  his  sindies  with  Mr.  Edwards,  until  the 
next  autumn,  and  again  for  a  short  period  in  the  spring,  ailer  which  he  was 
settled  at  Housatonnuek^  then  a  part  of  Stockbridge,  now  called  Great  Barring' 
ton. 
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period,  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  exhibit  the  order  and  connexion 
of  events ;  we  now  proceed  to  give  Mr.  Edwards'  own  account  of 
the  Revival  of  Religion  in  that  town,  in  1740,  41  and  42,  as 
communicated  in  a  letter  to  a  clergyman  of  Boston. 

''Northampton,  Dec.  12,  174X 

"  Rev  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Ever  since  the  great  work  of  God,  that  was  wrought  here  about 
nine  years  ago,  there  has  been  a  great  and  abiding  alteration  in  this 
town,  in  many  respects.  There  fifts  been  vastly  more  religion  kept 
up  in  the  town,  among  all  sorts  of  persons,  in  religious  exercises, 
and  in  common  conversation ;  diere  has  been  a  great  alteration 
among  the  youth  of  the  town,  with  respect  to  revebry,  firolickmg, 

Erofane  and  licentious  conversaticMi,  and  lewd  songs;  and  there 
as  also  been  a  great  alteration,  amongst  both  dd  and  young,  with 
regard  to  tavern-haunting.  I  suppose  the  town  has  been  in  na 
measure,  so  free  of  vice  in  these  respects,  for  any  long  time  together 
for  six^  years,  as  it  has  been  these  nine  years  past.  There  has 
also  been  an  evident  alteration,  with  respect  to' a  charitable  spirit  to 
the  poor:  though  I  think  with  regard  to  this,  we  in  thb  town,  as 
well  as  the  land  in  general,  come  far  short  of  gospel  rules.  And 
though  after  that  great  work  nine  years  ago,  there  has  been  a  very 
lamentable  decay  of  religious  aSections,  and  the  engagedness  of 
people's  spirit  in  religion ;  yet  many  societies  for  prayer  and  social 
worship,  were  all  along  kept  up,  and  there  were  some  few  instances 
of  awakening,  and  deep  concern  about  the  things  of  another  world, 
even  in  the  most  dead  time. 

"  In  the  year  1740,  in  the  spring,  before  Mr.  Whitefield  came 
to  this  town,  there  was  a  visible  alteration:  there  was  more  seri- 
ousness and  religious  conversation ;  especiaUy  among  young  peo-' 
pie :  those  things  that  were  of  iU  tendency  among  them,  were  lore- 
borne  ;  and  it  was  a  very  frequent  thing  for  persons  to  considt  their 
minister  upon  the  salvation  of  their  souls;  and  in  some  particular 
persons,  there  appeared  a  great  attention,  about  that  time^  And 
thus  it  ccmtbued,  until  Mr.  Whitefield  came  to  town,  which  was 
about  the  middle  of  October  following :  he  preached  here  four  ser- 
mons in  the  meeting-house,  (besides  a  private  lecture  at  my  house,) 
one  on  Friday,  another  on  Saturday,  and  two  upcm  the  Sabbath* 
The  congregation  was  extraordinarily  melted  by  every  sermon  ; 
almost  the  whole  assembly  being  in  tears  for  a  great  part  of  sermon 
time.  Mr.  Whitefield's  sermons  were  suitable  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  town ;  containing  a  just  reproof  of  our  backslidings,  and  in  a 
most  moving  and  affecting  manner,  making  use  of  our  great  pro- 
fessions, and  great  mercies,  as  amunents  with  us  to  return  to  God, 
from  whom  we  had  departed,    unmediately  after  this,  the  minds 
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of  the  people  in  general  appeared  more  engaged  in  religion,  shew- 
ing a  greater  forwardness  to  make  religion  the  subject  of  their  con- 
versation, and  to  meet  frequendy  for  religious  purposes,  and  to  em- 
brace all  opportunities  to  hear  the  word  preached.  The  revival  at 
first,  appeared  chiefly  among  professors,  and  tliose  that  had  enter- 
tained hope  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  salvation,  to  whom  Mr. 
Whitefield  chiefly  addressed  himself;  but  in  a  very  short  time, 
there  appeared  an  awakening  and  deep  concern  among  some  young 
persons,  that  looked  upon  themselves  in  a  christiess  state ;  and 
there  were  some  hopeful  appearances  of  conversion,  and  some  pro- 
fessors were  gready  revived.  In  about  a  month  or  six  weeks,  there 
was  a  great  attention  in  the  town,  both  as  to  the  revival  of  profes- 
sors and  the  awakening  of  others.  By  the  middle  of  December,  a 
considerable  work  of  God  appeared  among  those  that  were  very 
young ;  and  the  revival  of  religion  continued  to  increase,  so  that 
m  the  spring  an  engagedness  of  spirit,  about  the  things  of  religion, 
was  become  very  general  amongst  young  people  and  children,  and 
religious  subjects  almost  wholly  took  up  their  conversation,  when 
they  were  together. 

"  In  the  month  of  May,  1741,  a  sermon  was  preached  to  a  com- 
pany, at  a  private  house :  Near  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse, 
one  or  two  persons,  that  were  professors,  were  so  gready  afiected 
with  a  sense  of  the  greatness  and  glory  of  divine  things,  and  the 
infinite  importance  of  the  things  of  eternity,  that  they  were  not  able 
to  conceal  it — the  aflfection  of  their  minds  overcoming  their 
strength,  and  having  a  very  visible  effect  upon  their  bodies.  When 
the  exercises  were  over,  the  young  people  that  were  present,  re- 
moved into  the  other  room  for  religious  conference ;  and  particu- 
larly that  they  might  have  opportunity  to  enquire  of  those,  that  were 
thus  affected,  what  apprehensions  they  had  :  and  what  things  they 
were,  that  thus  deeply  impressed  their  minds ;  and  there  soon  ap- 
.peared  a  very  great  effect  of  their  conversaticni ;  the  affection 
was  quickly  propagated  throughout  the  room ;  many  of  the  young 
people  and  children,  that  were  professors,  appeared  to  be  overcome 
with  a  sense  of  the  greatness  and  glory  of  divine  things,  and  with 
admiration,  love,  joy,  and  praise,  and  compassion  to  others,  that 
looked  upon  themselves  as  in  a  state  of  nature ;  and  many  others  at 
the  same  time  were  overcome  with  distress,  about  their  sinful  and 
miserable  estate  and  condition ;  so  that  die  whole  room  was  fiill  of 
nothing  but  outcries,  faintings,  and  the  like.  Others  soon  heard  of 
it  in  several  parts  of  the  town,  and  came  to  them ;  and  what  they 
saw  and  heard  there,  was  gready  affecting  to  them,  so  that  many  of 
them  were  overpowered  in  like  manner,  and  it  continued  thus  for 
some  hours;  the  time  being  spent  in  prayer,  singing,  counsellmg 
and  conferring.  There  seemed  to  be  a  consequent  happy  effect 
of  that  meeting,  to  several  particular  i>ersons,  and  on  the  state  of 
religion  in  the  town  in  general.      After  this,  were  meetings  from 
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time  to  time,  attended  with  like  appearances.  But  a  Uttle  after  it, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  public  exercises  on  the  Sabbath,  I  appointed 
the  children  diat  were  under  seventeen  years  of  age,  to  go  from  the 
meeting-house  to  a  neighbouring  house,  that  I  might  there  furthev 
enforce  what  they  had  heard  in  public,  and  might  give  in  some 
counsels  proper  for  their  age.  The  children  were  there  very  gene- 
rally and  greatly  affected  with  the  warnings  and  counsels  that  were 
SVen  them,  and  many  exceedingly  overcome ;  and  the  room  was 
led  with  cries ;  and  when  they  were  dismissed,  they  almost  all 
of  them  went  home  crying  aloud  through  tlie  streets,  to  all  parts  of 
the  town*  The  like  appearances  attended  several  such  meetings  of 
children^  that  were  appointed.  But  their  affections  appeared  by 
what  ibllowed,  to  be  of  a  very  di&rent  nature :  in  many,  they  ap^ 
peared  indeed  but  childish  affections,  and  in  a  day  or  two  would 
leave  them  as  they  were  before  :  others  were  deeply  impressed  } 
their  convictions  took  fast  hold  of  them,  and  abode  by  them  i  and 
there  were  some  that,  from  one  meeting  to  another,  seemed  extra- 
ordinarily affected  for  some  time,,  to  but  little  purpose,  their  affec^ 
tions  presently  vanishmg  from  time  to  time  ;  but  yet  afterwards, 
were  seized  with  abiding  convictions,  and  their  affections  became 
durable. 

^  About  the  middle  of  the  smmner,  I  called  together  the  young 
people  that  were  communicants,  from  sixteen  to  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  to  my  house  ;  which  proved  to  be  a  most  happy  meeting : 
many  seemed  to  be  very  greatly  and  most  agreeably  affected  with 
those  views,  which  excited  humility,  self-condemnation,  self-abhor- 
rence, love  and  joy :  many  fainted  under  these  affections.  We 
had  several  meetings  that  summer,  of  young  people,  attended  with  ' 
like  appearances..  It  was  about  that  time,  that  there  first  began  to 
be  cryings  out  in  the  meeting  house  ;  which  several  times  occasion- 
ed many  of  the  congregation  ta  stay  in  the  house  after  the  public 
exercises  were  over,  to  confer  with  those  who  seemed  to  be  over- 
come with  religious  convictions  and  affections,  which  was  found  to 
tend  much  to  the  propagation  of  their  impressions,  with  lasting  ef- 
fect iqKHi  many  f  conference  being,,  at  these  times,  commonly  join- 
ed widi  prayer  and  singing.  In  die  summer  and  autumn,  the  chil- 
dren in  various  parts  of  the  town,  had  religious  meetings  by  them- 
selves, for  prayer,  sometimes  jomed  with  fasting ;  wherem  many  of 
them  seemed  to  be  greatly  and  properly  affected,  and  I  hope  some 
of  them  savingly  wrought  upon. 

"The  mondis  of  August  and  September,  were  the  most  remarkable 
of  any  this  year,  for  appearances  of  the  conviction  and  conversion 
of  sinners,  and  great  revivings,  quickenings,  and  comforts  of  profes- 
sors, and  for  extraordinary  external  effects  of  these  thmgs.  It  was 
a  very  frequent  thing,  to  see  an  house  fiill  of  out-cries,  faintings, 
convulsions,  and  such  like,  both  with  distress,  and  also  with  admira- 
tion and  joy.    It  was  not  the  manner  here,  to  hold  meetings  all 
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Diglit,  as  in  some  places,  nor  was  iu  common  to  continue  them  till 
very  late  in  the  night :  but  it  was  pretty  often  so,  that  there  were 
some  that  were  so  affected,  and  their  bodies  so  overcome,  that  they 
could  not  go  home,  but  were  obliged  to  stay  all  night  where  they 
were.  There  was  no  difference,  that  I  know  of  here,  with  regard 
to  these  extraordinary  effects,  in  meetings  in  the  night  and  in  the 
day  time :  the  meetings  in  which  these  effects  appeared  in  the  eve- 
ning, being  commonly  begun,  and  their  extraordinary  effects,  in  the 
day,  and  continued  in  the  evening ;  and  some  meetings  have  been 
very  remarkable  for  such  extraordinary  effects,  that  were  both  be- 
gun and  finished  in  tlie  day  time.  There  was  an  appearance  of  a 
gbrious  progress  of  the  work  of  Crod  upon  the  hearts  of  sinners,  in 
conviction  and  conversion,  this  sunmier  and  autunm,  and  great  num- 
bers, I  think  we  have  reason  to  hope,  were  brought  savingly  home 
lo  Christ.  But  this  was  remarkcdble :  the  work  of  Grod  m  his  in- 
fluences of  this  nature,  seemed  to  be  almost  wholly  upon  a  new 
generation — those  that  were  not  come  to  years  of  discretion  in  that 
wonderful  season,  nine  years  ago,  children,  or  those  that  were  then 
children :  Others,  who  had  enjoyed  that  former  glorious  opportu- 
nity, without  any  appearance  of  saving  benefit,  seemed  now  to  be 
almost  wholly  passed  over  and  let  alone.  But  now  we  had  the 
most  wonderful  work  among  children,  that  ever  was  in  Northamp- 
ton. The  former  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  was  remarkable  for  in- 
fluences upon  the  minds  of  children,  beyond  all  that  had  ever  been 
before ;  but  this  far  exceeded  tliat.  Indeed,  as  to  influences  on 
die  mmds  of  professors,  this  work  was  by  no  means  confined  to  a 
new  generation.  Many,  of  all  ages,  partook  of  it :  but  yet  in  this 
respect,  it  was  more  general  on  those  that  were  of  the  young  sort. 
Many,  wlio  had  been  formerly  wrought  upon,  and  in  the  time  of 
our  declension  had  fallen  into  decays,  and  had  in  a  great  measure 
left  Crod,  and  gone  after  the  world,  now  passed  under  a  very  re- 
markable new  work  of  die  Spirit  of  God,  as  if  they  had  been  the 
subjects  of  a  second  conversion.  They  were  first  led  into  the  wil- 
derness, and  had  a  work  of  conviction ;  having  much  deeper  convic- 
tions of  the  sins  of  both  nature  and  practice,  than  ever  before ; 
though  with  some  new  circumstances,  and  something  new  in  the 
kind  of  omviction  in  some,  with  great  distress,  beyond  what  they 
had  felt  before  their  first  conversion.  Under  these  convictions, 
they  were  excited  to  strive  for  salvation,  and  the  kingdom  of  heav- 
en suffered  violence  fix)m  some  of  them,  in  a  far  more  remarkable 
manner  than  before ;  and  after  great  convictions  and  humblings, 
and  agonizing  with  God,  they  had  Christ  discovered  to  them  anew, 
as  an  all  suflicient  Saviour,  and  in  the  glories  of  his  grace,  and  in 
a  far  more  clear  manner  than-  before;  and  with  greater  humility, 
self-emptiness  and  brokenness  of  heart,  and  a  purer,  a  higher  joy, 
and  greater  desires  after  holiness  of  life  ;  but  with  greater  self-dif- 
fidence and  distrust  of  their  treacherous  hearts.  One  circumstance. 
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wherciu  Uiis  work  differed  from  that,  which  had  teen  in  tlie  towns 
five  or  six  years  before,  was,  that  conversions  were  frequently 
wrought  more  sensibly  and  visibly ;  the  impressions  stronger,  and 
more  manifest  by  their  external  effects ;  the  progress  of  the  Spirit 
of  Grod  in  conviction,  from  step  to  step,  more  apparent ;  and  the 
transition  from  one  state  to  another,  more  sensible  and  plain ;  so 
that  it  might,  m  many  instances,  be  as  it  were  seen  by  by-standers. 
The  preceding  season  had  been  very  remarkable  on  this  account, 
beyond  what  had  been  before ;  but  this  more  remarkable  than  that. 
And  in  this  season,  these  apparent  or  visible  conversions,  (if  I  may 
so  call  them,)  were  more  frequently  in  the  presence  of  others,  at 
reli^ous  meetings,  where  the  appearances  of  what  was  wrought  on 
the  heart,  fell  under  public  observation. 

"After  September,  1741,  there  seemed  to  be  some  abatement 
of  these  extraordinary  appearances,  yet  they  did  not  wholly  cease, 
but  there  was  something  of  them  from  time  to  time,,  all  winter. 
About  the  beginning  of  February,  1742,  Mr.  Buell  came  to  this 
town.  I  was  then  absent  from  home,  and  continued  so  till  about  a 
fortnight  after.  Mr.  Buell  preached  firom  day  to  day,  almost  eve- 
ry day,  in  the  meeting  house. — ^I  had  left  to  him  the  free  use  of  my 
pulpit,  having  heard  of  liis  designed  visit,  before  I  went  from  home. 
He  spent  almost  the  whole  time  in  religious  exercises  with  the  peo- 

Ele,  either  in  public  or  private,  the  people  contmually  thronging 
im.  When  he  first  came,  there  came  with  him  a  number  of  the 
zealous  people  from  SufiieW,  who  continued  here  for  some  time. 
There  were  very  extraordinary  effects  of  Mr.  BuelPs  labours ;  the 
people  were  exceedingly  moved,  crymg  out  in  great  numbers  in  tlie 
meeting  house,  and  a  great  part  of  die  congregation  conmionly 
staying  in  the  house  of  God,  for  hours  after  the  public  service. 
Many  also,  were  exceedingly  moved  in  private  meetings,  where 
Mr.  Buell  was :  almost  the  whole  town  seemed  to  be  in  a  great  and 
continual  commotion,  day  and  night,  and  there  was  indeed  a  very 
great  revival  of  religion.  But  it  was  principally  among  professors ; 
die  appearances  of  a  work  of  conversion  were  in  no  measure  as 
great,  as  they  had  been  die  summer  before.  When  I  came  home, 
1  found  the  town  in  very  extraordinary  circumstances,  such  as,  in 
some  respects,  I  never  saw  it  in  before.  Mr.  Buell  contmued  here 
a  fortnight  or  diree  weeks  after  I  returned  :  diere  being  still  great 
appearances  attending  his  labours ;  many  in  their  religious  affec- 
tions being  raised,  far  beyond  what  they  had  ever  been  before  : 
and  there  were  some  instances  of  persons  lying  in  a  sort  of  trance, 
remaming  perhaps  for  a  whole  twenty-four  hours  motionless,  and 
with  their  senses  locked  up ;  but  in  die  mean  time  under  strong 
imaginations,  as  diougli  they  went  to  heaven,  and  had  there  a  vision 
of  glorious  and  delightful  objects.  But  when  the  people  were  rais- 
ed to  diis  height,  Satan  took  the  advantage,  and  his  interposition,  in 
many  instances,  soon  became  very  apparent :  and  a  great  deal  of 
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Caution  and  pains  were  found  necessary,  to  keep  the  people,  many 
of  them,  from  running  wild. 

"  In  the  month  of  March,  I  led  the  people  into  a  solemn  public 
renewal  of  their  covenant  with  God.  To  that  end,  having  made  a 
draft  of  a  covenant,  I  first  proposed  it  to  some  of  the  principal  men 
in  the  church ;  then  to  the  people,  in  their  several  religious  associ- 
ations in  various  parts  of  the  town ;  then  to  the  whole  congregation 
in  public ;  and  then,  I  deposited  a  copy  of  it  in  the  hands  of  each 
of  the  four  deacons,  that  all  who  desired  it  might  resort  to  tliem, 
and  have  opportunity  to  view  and  consider  it.  Then  the  people  in 
genera],  that  were  above  fourteen  years  of  age,  first  subscribed  die 
covenant  with  their  hands ;  and  then,  on  a  day  of  fastmg  and  prayer, 
all  together  presented  themselves  bef(H*e  the  Lord  in  his  house,  and 
stood  up,  and  solemnly  manifested  their  consent  to  it,  as  their  vow 
to  (Jod.     The  covenant  was  as  follows : 

"  COPT  OF  A  COVENANT, 

"  Entered  mto  and  subscribed,  by  the  people  of  God  at  North- 
ampton, and  owned  before  God  in  his  house  as  their  vow  to  the 
Lord,  and  made  a  solemn  act  of  public  worship,  by  the  congrega- 
tion in  general  that  were  above  fourteen  years  of  age,  on  a  day  of 
fasting  and  proyer  for  the  continuance  and  increase  of  the  gracious 
presence  of  God  in  that  place. 

"  March  16^A,  ^1742.  Acknowledging  God's  great  goodness  to 
us,  a  sinful,  unworthy  people,  in  the  blessed  manifestations,  and 
fruits  of  his  gracious  presence  in  this  town,  both  formerly  and  late- 
ly, and  particularly  in  the  very  late  spiritual  Revival ;  and  adoring 
the  glorious  Majesty,  Power  and  Grace  of  God,  manifested  in  the 
present  wonderful  outpouring  of  his  Spirit,  in  many  parts  of  this 
land,  in  this  place ;  and  lamenting  our  past  backshdings  and  un- 
grateful departings  from  God,  and  humbly  begging  of  God  that  he 
would  not  mark  our  iniquities,  but  for  Christ's  sake,  come  over  tlie 
mountains  of  our  sins,  and  visit  us  with  his  salvation,  and  continue 
the  tokens  of  his  presence  with  us,  and  yet  more  gloriously  pour 
out  his  blessed  Spirit  upon  us,  and  make  us  all  partakers  of  the 
divine  blessings,  he  is,  at  this  day,  bestowing  here,  and  in  many 
parts  of  this  land ;  we  do  this  day  present  ourselves  before  the 
Lord,  to  renounce  our  evil  ways,  we  put  away  our  aborhinations 
from  before  God's  eyes,  and  with  one  accord,  to  renew  our  en- 
gagements to  seek  and  serve  (Jod :  and  particularly  do  now  so- 
lemnly promise  and  vow  to  the  Lord  as  follows : — 

"  In  all  our  conversation,  concerns  and  dealings  widi  our  neigh- 
bour, we  will  have  a  strict  regard  to  rules  of  honesty,  jVistice  and 
uprightness,  that  we  dont  overreach  or  defi*aud  our  neighbour  in 
any  matter,  and  either  wilfully,  or  through  want  of  care,  injure  him 
in  any  of  his  honest  possessions  or  rights,  and  in  all  our  communi- 
cation, will  have  a  tender  respect,  not  only  to  our  own  interest, 
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but  also  to  the  interest  of  our  neighbour ;  and  will  carefully  en- 
deavour, in  every  thing,  to  do  to  others  as  we  should  expect,  or 
tliink  reasonable,  that  they  should  do  to  us,  if  we  were  in  tiieir 
case,  and  they  in  ours. 

I"  And  particularly  we  will  endeavour  to  render  every  one  his 
due,  and  will  take  heed  to  ourselves,  that  we  dont  injure  our  neigh- 
bour, and  give  him  just  cause  of  offence,  by  wilfully  or  negligently 
forbearing  to  pay  our  honest  debts. 

"  And  wherein  any  of  us,  upon  strict  examination  of  our  past 
behaviour,  may  be  conscious  to  ourselves,  that  we  have  by  any 
means  wronged  any  of  our  neighbours  in  tlieir  outward  estate,  we 
will  not  rest,  till  we  have  made  that  restitution,  or  given  that  satis- 
faction, which  the  rules  of  moral  equity  require ;  or  if  we  are,  on 
a  strict  and  impartial  search,  conscious  to  ourselves,  that  we  have 
in  any  other  respect,  considerably  injured  our  neighbour,  we  wiD 
truly  endeavour  to  do  that,  which  we  in  our  consciences,  suppose 
christian  rules  require,  in  order  to  a  reparation  of  tlie  injury,  and 
removing  the  offence  given  tliereby. 

"  And  furthermore  we  promise,  that  we  will  not  allow  ourselves 
in  backbiting;  and  that  we  will  take  great  heed  to  ourselves  to 
avoid  all  violations  of  those  christian  rules.  Tit.  iii.  2,  Speak  evil 
of  no  man;  Jam.  iv.  11,  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another y  brethren; 
and  2  Cor.  xii;  20,  Let  there  he  no  strifes ^  baMitings,  whisperings; 
and  that  we  will  not  only  not  slander  our  neighbour,  but  also  will 
not  feed  a  spirit  of  bitterness,  ill  will,  or  secret  grudge  against  our 
neighbour,  insist  on  liis  real  faults  needlessly,  and  when  not  called 
to  it,  or  from  such  a  spirit,  speak  of  his  failings  and  blemishes  with 
ridicule,  or  an  air  of  contempt. 

**  And  we  promise,  that  we  will  be  very  careful  to  avoid  doing 
any  thing  to  our  neighbour  lirom  a  spirit  of  revenge.  And  tliat  we 
will  take  great  care  that  we  do  not,  for  private  interest  or  our  own 
honour,  or  to  maintain  ourselves  against  those  of  a  contrary  party, 
or  to  get  our  wills,  or  to  promote  any  design  in  opposition  to  others, 
do  those  tilings  which  we,  on  the  most  impartial  consideration  are 
capable  of,  can  think  in  our  consciences,  will  tend  to  wound  reli- 
gion, and  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom. 

"  And  particularly,  that  so  far  as  any  of  us,  by  divine  Provi- 
dence, have  any  special  influence  upon  others,  to  lead  them  in  the 
management  oi  public  affairs,  we  will  not  make  our  own  worldly 
gain,  or  honour,  or  interest  in  the  affections  of  others,  or  getting 
the  better  of  any  of  a  contrary  party,  that  are  in  any  respect  our 
competitors,  or  die  bringing  or  keeping  them  down,  our  governing 
aim,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  interest  of  religion,  and  the  honour  ot 
Christ. 

"  And  in  the  management  of  any  public  affair,  wherever  tliere 
is  a  difference  of  opinions,  concerning  any  outward  possessions, 
privileges,  rights  or  properties,  we  will  not  willingly  violate  justice. 
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for  private  interest :  and  with  the  greatest  strictness  and  watchful- 
ness, will  avoid  all  unchristian  bitterness,  vehemence  and  heat  of 
spirit ;  yea,  though  we  should  think  ourselves  injured  by  a  contra- 
ry party;  and  in  the  time  of  the  management  of  such  affairs,  will 
especially  watch  over  ourselves,  our  spirits  and  our  tongues,  to 
avoid  all  unchristian  inveighings,  reproachings,  bitter  reflectings, 
judging  and  ridiculing  others,  either  in  public  meetings  or  in  pri- 
vate conversation,  either  to  men's  faces,  or  behind  their  backs  ^ 
but  will  greatly  endeavour,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  that  all 
diould  be  managed  with  christian  humility,  gentleness,  quietness 
and  love* 

"  And  furthermore  we  promise,  that  we  will  not  tolerate  the  ex- 
ercise of  enmity  and  ill  will,  or  revenge  in  our  hearts,  against  any 
of  our  neighbours;  and  we  will  often  be  strictly  searching  and  ex- 
amining our  own  hearts  with  respect  to  that  matter. 

"  And  if  any  of  us  find  that  we  have  an  old  secret  grudge  against 
any  of  our  neighbours,  we  will  not  gratify  it,  but  cross  it,  and  en- 
deavour to  our  utmost  to  root  it  out,  cr3dng  to  God  for  his  help  '^ 
and  that  we  wiU  make  it  our  true  and  faitibful  endeavour,  in  our 
places,  that  a  party  spirit  may  not  be  kept  up  amongst  us,  but  that 
it  may  utterly  cease ;  that  for  the  future,  we  may  all  be  one,  united 
in  undisturbed  peace^  and  unfeigned  love. 

"And  those  of  us  that  are  in  youth,  do  promise,  never  to  allow 
ourselves  in  any  diversions  or  pastimes,  in  meetings,  or  companies 
of  young  people,  that  we,  in  our  consciences,  upon  sober  conside- 
ration, judge  not  well  to  consist  with,  or  would  sinfully  tend  to 
hinder,  the  devoutest  and  most  engaged  sprit  in  religion,  or  indis- 
pose the  mind  for  that  devout,  and  profitable  attendance  on  the 
duties  of  the  closet,  which  is  most  agreeable  to  God's  will,  or  that 
we,  in  our  most  impartial  judgnoent,  can  think  tends  to  rob  Grod  of 
that  honour  which  lie  expects,  by  our  orderly  serious  attendance 
on  family  worship. 

"  And  furthermore  we  promise,  that  we  will  strictly  avoid  all 
fireedoms  and  familiarities  in  company,  so  tending,  either  to  stir  up, 
or  gratify  a  lust  of  laciviousness,  that  we  cannot  in  our  consciences 
think  will  be  approved  by  the  infinitely  pure  Juad  holy  eye  of  God, 
or  that  we  can  think,  on  serious  and  impartial  consideration,  we 
should  be  afraid  to  practice,  if  we  expected  in  a  few  hours  to  ap- 
pear before  that  holy  God,  to  give  an  account  of  ourselves  to  him, 
as  fearing  they  would  be  coiuiemned  by  him  as  unlawful  and  im- 
pure. 

"  We  also  promise,  with  great  watchfulness,  to  perform  relative 
duties,  required  by  christian  rules,  in  the  families  we  belong  to,  as 
we  stand  related  respectively,  towards  parents  and  children,  hus- 
bands and  wives,  brothers  and  sisters,  masters  or  mistresses,  and 
servants. 

"And  we  now  appear  before  God,  depending  on  divine  grace 
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.  and  assistance,  solemnly  to  devote  our  whole  lives,  to  be  laboriously 
I  spent  in  the  business  of  religion ;  ever  making  it  our  greatest  busi- 
ness, without  backsliding  from  such  a  way  of  living,  not  hearkening 
to  the  solicitations  of  our  sloth,  and  other  corrupt  inclinations,  or 
the  temptations  of  the  world,  that  tend  to  draw  us  oflFfrom  it;  and 
particularly,  that  we  will  not  abuse  a  hope  or  opinion  that  any  of 
us  may  have,  of  our  being  interested  in  Christ,  to  indulge  ourselves 
in  sloili,  or  tlie  more  easUy  to  yield  to  the  solicitations  of  any  sinful 
inclinations;  but  will  run  with  perseverance,  the  race  that  is* set 
before  us,  and  work  out  our  own  salvation  vrith  fear  and  tremb- 
ling. 

"  And  because  we  are  sensible  that  the  keeping  these  solenm 
vows  may  hereafter  in  many  cases,  be  very  contrary  to  our  corrupt 

(inclinations,  and  carnal  interests,  we  do  now  therefore  appear  be- 
fore God  to  make  a  surrender  of  all  to  him,  and  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  every  carnal  inclination  and  interest,  to  the  great  business  of  re- 
ligion and  the  interest  of  our  souls, 

"  And  being  sensible  of  our  weakness,  and  the  deceitfulness  of 
our  own  hearts,  and  our  proneness  to  forget  our  most  solemn  vows, 
and  lose  our  resolutions,  we  promise  to  be  often  strictly  examining 
ourselves  by  these  promises,  especially  before  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  and  beg  of  God  that  he  would,  for  Christ's  sake, 
keep  us  from  wickedly  Assembling  in  these  our  solemn  vows  ;  and 
that  he  who  searches  our  hearts,  and  ponders  the  path  of  our  feet, 
would,  from  time  to  time,  help  us  in  trying  ourselves  by  this  Cove- 
nant, and  help  us  to  keep  Covenant  with  him,  and  not  leave  us  to 
our  own  foolish,  wicked  and  treacherous  hearts." 

"  In  the  beginning  of  the  summer  of  1742,  there  seemed  to  be 
an  abatement  of  the  liveliness  of  people's  affections  in  religion ; 
but  yet  many  were  often  in  a  great  height  of  them.  And  in  the 
fall  and  winter  foDowing,  there  were,  at  times,  extraordinary  ap- 
pearances. But  in  the  general,  people's  engagedness  in  reUgion, 
and  the  liveliness  of  their  affections,  have  been  on  the  decline:  and 
some  of  the  young  people  especially,  have  shamefiiUy  lost  their 
liveliness  and  vigour  in  religion,  and  much  of  the  seriousness  and 
solemnity  of  their  spirits.  But  there  are  many  tliat  walk  as  be- 
cometh  saints ;  and  to  this  day  there  are  a  considerable  number  in 
town  that  seem  to  be  near  to  God,  and  maintain  much  of  the  life  of 
religion,  and  enjoy  many  of  the  sensible  tokens  and  fruits  of  his 
gracious  presence. 

"  With  respect  to  the  late  season  of  revival  of  religion  amongst 
us,  for  tliree  or  four  years  past,  it  has  been  observable,  that  in  the 
former  part  of  it,  m  the  years  1740  and  1741,  the  work  seemed  to 
be  much  more  pure,  havmg  less  of  a  corrupt  mixture,  than  in  the 
former  great  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  in  1735  and  1736.  Per- 
sons seemed  to  be  sensible  of  their  former  errors,  and  had  learned 
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more  of  dieir  own  hearts,  and  experience  had  taught  them  more 
m(  the  tendency  and  consequences  of  things.  They  were  now 
better  guarded,  and  their  afiections  were  not  only  stronger,  but  at- 
tended with  greater  solemmty,  and  greater  humility  and  self  dis- 
trust, and  greater  engagedness  after  holy  living  and  perseverance ; 
and  there  were  fewer  errors  m  conduct.  But  in  the  latter  part  of 
it,  in  the  year  1742,  it  was  otherwise :  the  work  continued  more 
pure  till  we  were  infected  from  abroad :  Our  people  hearing  of,  and 
come  of  them  se^g,  die  work  in  other  places,  where  there  was 
a  greater  visible  commoticMi  than  here,  and  the  outward  appear- 
ances were  more  extraordinary,  were  ready  to  think  that  the  work 
in  those  places  far  excelled  what  was  amongst  us,  and  their  eyes 
were  dazzled  with  the  bkh  profession  and  great  dbow  that  some 
made,  who  came  Inther  urom  other  places. 

^^That  those  peo{de  went  so  far  beyond  them  in  raptures  and 
violent  emotions  of  die  affections,  and  a  vehement  zeal,  and  what 
Aey  called  boldness  for  Christ  j  our  people  were  ready  to  think  was 
owing  to  far  greater  attainments  in  grace,  and  mtimacy  with  heav- 
en :  they  looked  little  m  their  own  ^es,  in  comparison  with  them, 
and  were  ready  to  submit  themselves  to  them,  and  yield  themselves 
tip  to  their  conduct,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  every  thing  was  right 
that  they  said  and  did.  lliese  things  had  a  strange  uifluence  qq 
•flie  people,  and  gave  many  of  them  a  deep  and  uimappy  tincture 
bom  which  it  was  a  hard  and  long  labour  to  deliver  them,  and 
bom  which  some  of  them  are  not  ftilly  delivered,  to  this  day. 

"^The  effects  sxkdemisequencesofihm^  among  us  plainly  show  the 
following  things,  viz.  That  the  degree  of  grace  is  by  no  means  to 
be  judged  of  by  the  degree  of  joy,  or  the  degree  of  zea?;  and  diat 
indeed  we  cannot  at  all  determine  by  these  thmgs,  who  are  gracious 
and  who  are  not;  and  that  it  is  not  the  degree  of  religious  affec- 
tions, but  the  nature  of  them,  that  is  chiefly  to  be  looked  at.  Some 
that  have  had  veSry  great  raptures  of  joy,  and  have  been  extraor- 
dinarily JiUed,  (as  the  vulgar  phrase  is,)  and  have  had  their  bodies 
overcome,  and  that  very  onen,  have  manifested  far  less  of  the  tem- 
per of  christians  in  their  conduct  since,  than  some  others  that  have 
been  still,  and  have  made  no  great  outward  show.  But  then  again, 
there  are  many  others^  that  have  had  extraordinary  joys  and  emo- 
tions of  mind,  with  frequent  great  effects  upon  their  bodies,  that 
behave  themselves  stedfasdy,  as  buinble,  amiable,  eminent  chris- 
tians. 

"  'Us  evident  that  there  may  be  great  religious  affections  m  in- 
dividuals, which  may,  in  show  and  appearance,  resemble  gracious 
affections,  and  have  the  same  effects  upon  their  bodies,  but  are  far 
from  having  the  same  effect  on  the  temper  of  their  minds  and  the 
course  of  their  lives.  And  likewise,  there  is  nothing  more  mani- 
fest, by  what  appears  amongst  us,  than  that  the  good  estate  of  indi- 
yiduak  b  not  chiefly  to  be  judged  of  by  any  exactness  of  steps. 
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and  method  of  experiences^  in  what  is  supposed  to  be  tlie  first 
conversion ;  but  that  we  must  judge  by  tlie  spirit  that  breathes,  the 
effect  wrought  upon  the  temper  of  the  soul  in  the  time  of  the  work 
and  remaining  afterwards.  Though  there  have  been  very  few  in- 
stances among  professors,  amongst  us,  of  what  is  ordinarily  called, 
scandalous  sins,  known  to  me ;  yet  the  temper  that  some  of  them 
show,  and  the  behaviour  they  have  been  of,  together  with  some 
things  in  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  tlieir  experiences,  make 
me  much  afraid  least  there  be  a  considerable  number,  that  have 
wofully  deceived  themselves.  Though,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  a  great  number,  whose  temper  and  conversation  is  such,  as  justly 
con&ms  the  chari^  of  others  towards  them ;  and  not  a  few,  in 
whose  disposition  and  walk;  there  are  amiable  appearances  of  emi- 
nent grace.  And  notwithstanding  all  the  corrupt  mixtures  that 
have  been  in  the  late  work  here,  there  are  not  only  many  blessed 
fruits  of  it,  in  particular  persons  that  yet  remain,  but  s<»ne  good 
effects  of  it  upon  the  town  in  generaL  A  spirit  of  party  has  more 
extensively  subsided,  I  suppose  there  has  been  less  appearance, 
these  three  or  four  years  past,  of  that  diviskm  of  the  town  into  two 
parties,  which  has  long  been  our  bane,  than  has  been,  at  any  time 
during  the  precedbg  thirty  years ;  and  the  people  have  apparently 
had  much  more  caution,  and  a  greater  guard  on  their  ^irit  and 
their  tCHigues,  to  avoid  contention  and  unchristian  heats,  m  town- 
meetings,  and  on  other  occask)ns.  And  'tis  a  thing  gready  to  be 
rejoiced  m,  that  the  people  very  lately  came  to  an  agreement  and 
final  issue,  with  respect  to  their  grand  controversy  relating  to  theur 
common  lands ;  which  has  been,  above  any  other  particular  thrag, 
a  source  o£  mutual  prejudices,  jealousies  and  debates,  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  past.  The  people  also  seem  to  be  much  more  sen- 
sible of  the  danger  of  resting  m  old  experiences,  or  what  they  were 
subjects  of  at  their  supposed  first  conversion ;  and  to  be  more  fully  * 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  forgetting  the  things  that  are  behmd. 
and  pre^g  forward  and  maintaining  earnest  labour,  watchfidness 
and  prayenulness,  as  long  as  they  live. 
"  I  am.  Rev.  Sir, 

"  Your  friend  and  brother, 

"Jonathan  Edward«." 
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Mn^  Edwards.-^Her  solemn  sdf'^kdications.'^Her  uncommon 
ditcoveries  of  the  Divine  Perfections  arul  Glory  ;  and  of  the  Ex^ 
cdlency  of  (jhrist.^-^Remarlcs  concerning  them. 

Is  speaking  of  Mrs.  Edwards,  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
remark,  that  her  piety  appears  to  have  been  in  no  ordinaiy  degree 
pure,  intense  and  elevated,  and  that  her  views  of  spiritual  and  hea- 
venly things,  were  uncoaunonly  clear  and  joyful.  Near  the  close 
of  the  year  1738,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards,  she 
wad  led,  under  an  uncommcm  discovery  of  (Sod's  excellency,  and 
in  an  high  exercise  of  love  to  God,  and  of  r^t  and  joy  in  Mm,  to 
make  a  new  and  most  solemn  dedication  of  herself  to  his  service 
and  glory,  an  entire  renundation  of  the  world,  and  a  resignation  of 
all  to  God.  After  this,  she  had  often  such  views  of  the  glory  of 
die  Divine  perfections,  and  of  Christ's  excellencies,  and  at  times, 
for  boui^  together,  without  any  interruption,  that  she  was  over- 
whelmed, and  as  it  were  swallowed  up,  m  the  light  and  joy  of  the 
k>ve  of  God.  In  the  summer  of  1740,  after  a  new  and  more  per- 
fect resignatbn  of  herself  to  God,  with  yet  greater  fervency,  her 
views  of  the  glory  of  Crod,  and  of  the  excellency  of  Christ,  became 
sdU  more  clear  and  tran^portmg ;  and  in  tlie  foUowmg  winter,  after 
a  similar,  but  more  perfect  resignation  of  herself,  and  acceptance 
of  God  as  the  only  portion  and  happiness  of  her  soul,  God  appear- 
ed to  vouchsafe  to  her,  for  a  long  period,  a  degree  of  spiritual  light 
and  enjojrment,  which  seemed  to  be,  in  real^,  an  anticipation  of 
the  joys  of  the  heavenljr  world.  There  was  so  much  that  was  un- 
usual and  striking  in  this  state  of  mmd,  that  her  husband  requested 
her  to  draw  up  an  exact  statement  of  it  5  which,  having  been  pre- 
served, is  now  presented  to  the  reader. 

"On  Tuesday  night,  Jan.  19,  1742,"  observes  Mrs.  Edwards, 
"  I  felt  very  uneasy  and  unhappy,  at  my  being  so  low  in  grace.  I 
thought  I  very  much  needed  help  from  God,  and  found  a  spirit  of 
earnestness  to  seek  help  of  him,  that  I  might  have  more  holiness. 
When  I  had  for  a  time  been  eamesdy  wrestling  with  God  for  it,  I 
felt  within  myself  great  quietness  of  spirit,  unusual  submissbn  to 
God,  and  wiUingness  to  wait  upon  him,  with  respect  to  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  he  should  help  me,  and  wisned  that  he  sh<uild 
take  his  own  time,  and  his  own  way,  to  do  it. 

"The  next  morning,  I  found  a  degree  of  uneasiness  in  my  mind, 
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at  Mr.  EdwardsV  suggesting,  that  he  thought  I  had  failed  in  same* 
measure  in  point  oi  prudence,  in  some  conversation  I  had  with  Mr. 
Williams  of  Hadley,  the  day  before.  I  found,  that  it  seemed  to  be- 
reave me  of  the  quietness  and  calm  of  my  mind,  in  any  respect 
not  to  have  the  good  opinion  of  my  husband*  This,  I  much  dis- 
liked in  myself,  as  arguing  a  want  of  a  sufficient  rest  in  God,  and 
feh  a  disposition  to  fight  against  it,  and  look  to  God  for  his  help,  thst 
I  might  have  a  more  fall  and  entire  rest  in  him,  independent  c^  all 
other  things.  I  continued  in  this  frame,  firom  early  in  the  morning 
tRitH  about  10  o'clock,  at  which  time  die  Rev.  Mr.  Refocdds  went 
to  prayer  in  the  family. 

"  I  had  before  this,  so  entirely  given  myself  up  to  God,  and  re- 
sgned  up  every  thing  into  his  hands,  that  I  had,  for  a  long  time^ 
fd^  myself  quite  alone  in  the  world ;  so  that  the  peace  and  cah» 
of  my  mind,  and  my  rest  in  Gk>d,  as  my  only  and  all  sufficient  hap- 
pmess,  seemed  sensibly  above  the  reach  of  distorbance  from  any 
iung  but  these  two :  1st.  My  own  good  name  and  (air  reputation 
among  men,  and  especially  the  esteem  and  just  treatment  of  the 
people  of  this  town ;  2dly.  And  more  especially,,  the  esteem,  and 
We  and  kind  treatment  of  my  husband.  Ar  times,-  indeed,  I  had 
seemed  to  be  connderably  elevated  above  the  influence  oif  evei» 
these  things ;  vet  I  had  not  found  my  cafan,  and  peace  and  rest  iir 
God  so  sensibly,  folly  and  c<xistantly,  above  the  reach  of  disturb- 
ance from  them,  until  now. 

"  While  Mr.  Reynolds  was  at  prayer  in  the  family  this  morning,. 
I  felt  an  earnest  desire  that,  in  calling  on  God,  he  should  say,  jPa- 
tiler,  or  that  he  should  address  the  Almighty  under  diat  appellation  i 
on  which  the  thought  turned  In  my  mind — ^Why  can  I  say,  Ftttherf 
-^-^Tan  I  now  at  tlus  time,  with  the  c<Ni^deiiee  of  a  child,  and  with- 
out the  least  mi^vbg  of  heart,  call  Crod  my  Father  I — This^ 
brought  to  my  mind,  two  lines  of  Mr.  Erskine's  Sonnet : 

"  I  see  him  lay  his  vengpeanoe  by^ 
**  And  smile  ifi  Jeeut*  face.?' 

"  I  was  thus  deeply  sensible,  that  my  sms  did  loudly  call  for- 
vengeance ;  but  I  tnen  by  fiaitfa  saw  God  "  lay  his  vengeance  by, 
and  smile  m  Jesus'  face.'  It  appeared  to  be  real  and  certain  that 
be  did  so.     I  had  not  the  least  doubt,  that  he  then  sweetly  smiled 

rn  me,  wilh  the  look  of  forgiveness  and  love,  having  laid  aside 
his  displeasure  towards  me,  for  Jesus'  sake ;  which  made  me 
feel  very  weak,  and  somewhat  faint. 

"  In  consequence  of  this,  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  be  alone  vnih 
God,  to  go  to  him,  without  having  any  one  to  mterrupt  tiie  silent 
and  soft  communion,  which  I  earnestly  desired  between  God  and 
my  own  soul ;  and  accordingly  withdrew  Co  my  chamber.  It  shoultf 
have  been  mentioned  that,  before  I  retired,  while  Mr.  Reynolds 
was  praying,  these  words,  in  Rom.  viii.  34,  came  into  my  mind 
•*  Who  is  be  that  condemneth;^  It  is  Chrigt  that  died^  yea  rather 
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that  is  risen  agaMi^  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God^  nAo  also 
fnaketh  intercession  for  us  ;"  as  well  as  the  following  words,  "  Who 
shall  separate  us  from  iheiove  of  Christy*^  etc.;  which  occasioned 
great  sweetness  and  delight  in  my  soul.  But  when  I  was  alone, 
the  words  came  to  my  mind  with  far  greater  power  and  sweetness  ; 
Qpon  v/hich  I  took  the  Bible,  and  read  the  words  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  i^en  they  were  impressed  on  my  heart  with  vasdy  great- 
er power  and  sweetness  still.  They  appeared  to  me  with  undoubt- 
ed certain^  as  the  words  of  Grod,  and  as  words  which  God  did 
pronounce  concerning  me.  I  had  no  more  doubt  of  it,  than  I  had 
of  my  bemg.  I  seemed  as  it  were  to  hear  the  great  Gfod  proclaim- 
ing thu»  to  the  world  cooceming  me ;  ^^  Who  shaU  lay  any  thing 
io  thy  charge^^  etc. ;  and  had  it  strcHigly  impressed  on  me,  how 
impossible  it  was  for  any  thing  in  heaven  cor  earth,  in  this  world  or 
the  future,  ever  to  separate  me  from  the  love  of  God  which  was  in 
Christ  Jesus.  I  cannot  find  language  to  express,  how  certain  thi» 
afqpeared — the  everlasting  mountains  and  hiUs  were  but  shadows  ta 
it.  My  safety,  and  happiness,  and  eternal  enjojrment  of  Grod's  vm^ 
mutable  bve,  seemed  as  durable  and  unchangeable  as  Grod  him- 
self. Melted  and  overcome  by  the  sweetness  of  this  assurance,  I 
feH  into  a  great  flow  of  tears,  and  eould  not  forbear  weeping  aloud^ 
It  appeared  certain  to  me  thai  God  was  my  Father,  and  Christ  my 
Ixwa  and  Saviour,  that  he  was  nafie  and  I  hisr  Under  a  delight-^ 
lul  sense  of  the  immediate  presence  and  love  of  Grod,  these  wordsF 
-  seemed  to  come  over  and  over  in  my  mind,  '^  My  God,  my  aU  f 
my  God,  my  aU."  The  presence  of  God  was  so  near,  and  so  real,, 
that  I  seemed  scarcely  conscious  of  any  thing  else.  God  the  Fa^ 
ther,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  seemed  as  distinct  persons,  both 
manifesting  their  inconc^vaUe  k)veliness,  and  mildness,  and  gen-^ 
tleness,  and  dieir  great  and  immutable  love  to  me.  I  seemed  to* 
be  taken  under  the  care  and  charge  of  my  God  and  Saviour,  in  an 
mexpressiblv  endearing  manner ;  and  Ciurist  appeared  to  me  as  a 
migh^  Saviour,  under  the  character  of  the  licm  of  the  Tribe  of 
Judah,  taking  my  heart,  with  all  its  corruptions,  under  his  care^ 
and  putting  it  at  his  feet.  In  all  thinga,  which  concerned  me,  I 
felt  myself  safe  under  the  protecti<Hi  of  the  Fa&er  and  the  Sav-^ 
iour;  who  appeared  with  supreme  kindness  to  keep  a  record  of  ev-^ 
tiy  tihing  that  I  did,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  d(xie  to  me,  pure-^ 
\f  for  my  good. 

"  The  peace  and  happiness,  which  I  hereupon  felt,  was  altogeth-^ 
er  inexpressible.  It  seemed  to  be  that  which  came  from  hea- 
ven^ to  be  eternal  and  undiangeable.  I  seemed  to  be  lifted  above 
eardi  and  hell,  out  of  die  reach  of  every  thing  here  below,^  so  that  I 
could  look  on-  aB  the  rage  and  enmity  of  men  or  devils,  with  a  kind 
of  hcij  mdifierence,  and  an  undisturbed  tranquili^.  At  the  same 
time,  1  feb  compassion  and  love  for  all  mankind,  and  a  deep  abase^ 
ment  of  soul,  under  a  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness.    I  thougbi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174  Litt:  ov  l»Rt:siD£Nf  edwards^ 

of  the  ministers  who  were  in  the  house,  and  felt  willifig  to  undergo 
any  labour  and  self-denial,  if  they  would  but  come  to  the  help  jot 
the  Lord.  I  also  felt  myself  more  perfeedv  weaned  from  all  ttungs 
here  below,  than  ever  before.  The  whole  world,  with  all  ks  en- 
joyments, and  all  its  troubles,  seemed  to  be  nothing : — ^My  Grod  was 
my  all,  my  only  portion.  No  possible  suffering  appeared  to  be 
^  worth  regarding :  all  persecutions  and  torments  were  a  mere  no- 
thing. I  seemed  to  dwell  on  high,  and  the  place  of  defence  to  be 
the  munition  of  rocks. 

\  ^  After  some  time,  the  two  evils  mentioned  above, ''as  those 
'^  which  I  shotdd  have  been  least  able  to  bear,  came  to  my  mind — 
the  ill  treatment  of  the  town,  and  the  ill  will  of  my  hudiMuid ;  but 
now  I  was  carried  exceedingly  above  even  such  thbgs  as  these, 
and  I  could  feel  that,  if  I  were  exposed  to  them  both,  they  would 
seem  comparatively  nothing.  There  was  then  a  deep  snow  on  the 
ground,  and  I  could  think  of  being  driven  iBrom  my  home  into  the 
cold  and  snow,  of  being  chased  from  the  town  with  the  utmost  con- 
tempt and  malice,  and  of  being  left  to  perish  with  the  cold,  as  cast 
out  by  aU  the  world,  with  perfect  calmness  and  serenity.  It  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  it  would  not  move  me,  or  in  the  least  disturb  the 
mexpressible  happiness  and  peace  of  my  soul.  My  mind  seemed 
as  much  above  sdl  such  things,  as  the  sun  is  above  the  earth. 

*^  I  continued  in  a  very  sweet  and  lively  sense  of  divine  things, 
day  and  night,  sleeping  and  waking,  until  Saturday,  Jan.  23.  On 
Saturday  morning,  I  had  a  most  solemn  and  deep  impression  on  my 
mind  of  the  eye  of  God  as  fixed  upon  me,  to  observe  what  im- 
provement I  made  of  those  spiritual  comnuinications  I  had  received 
from  him ;  as  well  as  of  the  respect  shown  Mr.  Edwards,  who  had 
then  been  sent  for  to  preach  at  Leicester.  I  was  sensible  that  I 
was  sinful  enough  to  bestow  it  on  my  pride,  or  on  my  sbth,  which 
seemed  exceecSngly  dreadful  to  me.  At  night,  my  soul  seemed  to 
be  filled  with  an  inexpressibly  sweet  and  pure  love  to  God,  and  to 
tlie  children  of  God ;  with  a  refreshing  consolation  and  solace  of 
soul,  which  made  me  willing  to  lie  on  the  earth,  at  the  feet  of  the 
servants  of  God,  to  declare  his  gracious  dealings  with  me,  and 
breathe  forth  before  them  my  love,  and  gratitude  smd  praise. 

"The  next  day,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  I  enjoyed  a  sweet,  and 
lively  and  assured  sense  of  God's  infinite  grace,  and  favour  and 
love  to  me,  in  taking  me  out  of  the  depths  of  hell,  and  exalting  me 
to  the  heavenly  glory,  and  the  dignity  of  a  royal  priesthood. 

"  On  Monday  night,  Mr.  Edwards,  being  gone  that  day  to  Lei- 
cester, I  heard  that  Mr.  Buell  was  coming  to  this  town,  and  from 
what  I  had  heard  of  him,  and  of  his  success,  I  had  strong  hopes 
that  there  would  be  great  effects  fix)m  his  labours  here.  At  the 
same  time,  I  had  a  deep  and  affecting  impres^on,  that  the  eye  of 
God  was  ever  upon  my  heart,  and  that  it  greatly  concerned  me 
to  watch  my  heart,   and  see  to  it  that  I  was  pwfecUy  resign- 
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ed  to  God,  with  respect  to  the  instruments  he  should  make  use 
of  to  revive  religion  in  this  town,  and  be  entirely  willing,  if  it  was 
God's  pleasure,  that  he  should  make  use  of  Mr.  Buel;  and  also 
that  other  christians  should  appear  to  excel  me  in  christian  experi- 
ence, and  in  the  benefit  they  should  derive  fix>m  ministers.  I  was 
conscious,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  provoking  to  Grod  if  I 
should  not  be  thus  resigned,  and  earnestly  endeavoured  to  watch 
my  heart,  that  no  feelings  of  a  contrary  nature  might  arise  ;  and 
was  enabled,  as  I  thought,  to  exercise  niU  resignation,  and  acquies- 
cence in  God's  pleasure,  as  to  these  things.  I  was  sensible  what 
feat  cause  I  had  to  bless  God,  for  the  use  he  had  made  of  Mr. 
dwards  hitherto ;  but  thought,  if  he  never  blessed  his  labours 
any  more,  and  should  gready  bless  the  labours  of  other  ministers, 
I  could  entirely  acquiesce  in  his  will.  It  appeared  to  me  meet 
and  proper,  that  God.  should  employ  babes  and  sucklmgs  to  ad- 
vance his  kingdom.  When  I  thought  of  these  things,  it  was  my 
instinctive  feeling  to  say,  ^'  Amen,  Lord  Jesus !  Amen,  Lord  Je- 
sUs !"  This  seemed  to  be  the  sweet  and  instinctive  language  of 
my  souL 

"  On  Tuesday,  I  remained  in  a  sweet  and  lively  exercise  of  this 
resignation,  and  love  to  and  rest  in  God,  seeming  to  be  in  my  heart 
fnMn  day  to  day,  far  above  the  reach  of  every  thmg  here  below« 
On  Tuesday  night,  especially  the  latter  part  of  it,  I  felt  a  great 
earnestness  of  soul  and  engagedness  in  seeking  God  for  the  town, 
that  religion  might  now  revive,  and  that  God  would  bless  Mr. 
Buell  to  that  end.  God  seemed  to  be  very  near  to  me  while  I  was 
thus  striving  with  him  for  these  things,  and^I  had  a  strong  hope 
that  what  I  sought  of  him  would  be  granted.  There  seemed  na- 
turally and  unavoidably  to  arise  in  my  mind  an  assurance,  that  now 
Grod  would  do  great  things  for  Northampton. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Buell  arrived  the 
night  before  at  Mr.  Phelps's,  and  that  there  seemed  to  be  great 
tokens  and  effects  of  the  presence  of  GJod  there,  which  gready  en- 
couraged, and  rejoiced  me.  About  an  hour  and  a  half  after,  Mr. 
Buell  came  to  our  house,  I  sat  still  in  entire  resignedness  to  God, 
and  willingness  that  God  should  bless  his  labours  here  as  much  as 
he  pleased  ;  though  it  were  to  the  enlivening  of  every  saint,  and 
to  the  conversion  of  every  ^ner,  in  the  town.  These  feelings 
continued  afterwards,  when  I  saw  his  great  success ;  as  I  never  felt 
the  least  rising  of  heart  to  the  contrary,  but  my  submission  was 
even  and  uniform,  without  interruption  or  disturbance.  I  rejoiced 
when  I  saw  the  honour  which  Grod  put  upon  him,  and  the  respect 
paid  him  by  the  people,  and  the  greater  success  attending  his 
preaching,  than  had  followed  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Edwards  imme- 
diately before  he  went  to  Leicester.  I  found  rest  and  rejoicing  in 
it,  and  the  sweet  language  of  my  soul  conUnually  was,  '^  Amen, 
Lord  Jesus !  Amen,  Lord  Jesus !" 
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^'  At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  lecture  was  preached  bjr  Mr. 
Buell.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  sermon,  one  or  two  appeared 
much  moved,  and  after  the  blessing,  vdien  the  people  were  going 
out,  several  others.  To  my  mind  diere  was  the  clearest  evidence, 
that  Grod  was  present  in  the  aggregation,  on  the  work  of  redeem- 
ing love ;  and  in  the  clear  view  of  this,  I  was  aU  at  once  filled  with 
such  intense  admiration  of  the  wonderful  condescension  and  grace 
of  (jod,  in  retummg  again  to  Northampton,  as  overwhelmed  my 
soul,  and  immediately  took  away  my  bodily  strength.  This  was 
accompanied  with  an  earnest  longing,  that  those  of  us,  who  were 
:^e  children  of  God,  might  now  arise  and  strive.  It  appeared  to 
me,  that  the  angels  m  heaven  sung  praises,  for  such  wonderful,  free 
and  sovereign  grace,  and  my  heart  was  Ufted  up  in  adoradcMi  and 
praise.  I  continued  to  have  dear  views  of  die  future  wwld,  of 
eternal  happness  and  misery,  and  mv  heart  full  of  love  to  the  souls 
•of  men.  On  seeing  some,  that  I  found  were  in  a  natural  condi- 
tion, I  fek  a  most  tender  compassion  for  them ;  but  especiaUy  was 
I,  while  I  remained  in  the  meeting-house,  fix>m  time  to  time  over* 
come,  and  nw  strength  taken  away,  by  the  sight  of  one  and  ano- 
ther, whom  I  regarded  as  the  children  of  God,  and  who,  I  had 
heard  were  lively  and  animated  in  religion.  We  remained  in  the 
meeting-house  about  three  hours,  after  the  public  exercises  were 
over«  During  most  of  the  time,  my  bodily  strength  was  overcome; 
sad  the  joy  and  thankfukiess,  which  were  excited  in  my  mind,  as  I 
contemplated  the  great  goodness  of  Grod,  led  me  to  ccmverse  with 
ihose  who  were  near  me,  in  a  very  earnest  manner. 

^^  When  I  came  home,  I  found  Mr.  Buell,  Mr.  Christophers,  Mr« 
Hopkins,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Dwight,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Josc^  Allen,  and 
Mr.  Job  Stnxig,  at  the  hcnise.  Seeing  and  conversmg  with  them 
on  the  Divine  goodness,  renewed  my  fcurmer  feelings,  and  filled 
me  with  an  mtense  desire  that  we  might  all  arise,  and,  with  an  ac- 
tive, flowing  and  fervent  heart,  give  gk>ry  to  Grod.  The  intense- 
ness  of  nqr  feelings  again  took  away  my  bodily  strength.  The 
words  of  one  of  Dr.  Watts's  Hosannas  powerfully  affected  me ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  I  uttered  them,  as  the  real 
language  of  my  heart,  with  great  earnestness  and  emoticm* 

^*'  Hosanna  to  King  David's  Son, 

**•  Who  reigns  on  a  soperior  throne,"  &c. 

And  while  I  was  uttering  the  words,  my  mind  was  so  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  love  of  Christ,  and  a  sense  of  his  immediate  pre- 
sence, that  I  could  with  difficulty  refitdn  from  rising  fix>m  my  seat, 
and  leapmg  for  joy.  I  continued  to  enjoy  this  intense,  and  lively 
and  refreshmg  sense  of  Divine  things,  accompanied  widi  strong 
emotions,  for  nearly  an  hour ;  after  which,  I  experienced  a  de- 
lightful calm,  and  peace  and  rest  in  Grod,  imdl  I  retired  for  the 
night ;  and  during  the  night,  both  waking  and  sleeping,  I  had  joyful 
views  of  Divine  things,  and  a  complacential  rest  of  soul  in  Grod.   I 
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awolce  m  the  morning  of  Thursday,  June  28th,  in  the  same  happy 
frame  of  mind,  and  engaged  in  the  duties  of  my  family  with  a  sweet 
con««:'iousness,  that  God  was  present  with  me>  and  with  earnest 
longings  of  soul  for  the  continuance^  and  increase,  of  the  blessed 
friiits  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  town.  About  mne  o'clock,  these 
desires  became  so  exceedingly  intense,  when  I  saw  numbers  of  the 
people  coming  into  the  house,  with  an  appearance  of  deep  interest 
m  religion,  that  my  bodily  strength  was  much  weakened,  and  it  was 
with  dUficulty  that  I  could  pursue  my  cNrdinary  avocations.  About 
11  o'clock,  as  I  accidentally  went  into  the  room  where  Mr.  Buell 
was  conversing  with  some  of  the  people,  I  heard  him  say,  "  O  that 
we,  who  are  the  children  of  Grod,  should  be  cold  and  lifeless  in  re- 
figton !"  and  I  felt  such  a  sense  of  the  deep  ingratitude  manifested 
by  the  children  of  Grod,  in  such  coldness  and  deadness,  that  my 
strength  was  immediately  taken  away,  and  I  sunk  down  on  the  spot. 
Those  who  were  near  raised  me,  and  placed  me  in  a  chair ;  and} 
from  the  fulness  of  my  heart,  I  expressed  to  them,  in  a  very  ear- 
nest manner,  the  deep  sense  I  had  of  the  wonderful  grace  of  Christ 
towards  me,  of  the  assurance  I  bad  of  his  having  saved  me  from 
hell,  of  my  happinesd  running  parallel  with  etemi^,  of  the  duty  of 
giving  up  all  to  (5od,  and  of  the  pneace  and  joy  inspired  by  an  en- 
Mr.  Buell  then  read  a 


earnest  desire  of  heavenly  things ;  and  the  truth  and  reality  of  the 
things  mentioned  in  the  hymn,  made  so  strong  an  impression  on 
my  mind,  and  my  soul  was  drawn  so  powerfully  towards  Christ 
and  heaven,  that  I  leaped  unconsciously  from  my  chair.  I  seemed 
to  be  drawn  upwards,  soul  and  body,  from  the  «arth  towards  hea- 
ven ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  must  naturally  and  necessarily 
ascend  thither.  These  feelings  continued  while  the  hymn  was 
readine,  and  during  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Christophers,  which  follow- 
ed. After  the  prayer,  Mr.  Buell  read  two  other  bynms,  on  the 
glories  of  heaven,  which  moved  me  so  exceedingly,  and  drew  me 
flo  strongly  heavenward,  that  it  seemed  as  it  were  to  draw  my  bo- 
dy upwards,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  must  necessarily  ascend  thither.  At 
length  my  strength  failed  me,  and  I  sunk  down ;  when  they  took 
me  up  and  laid  me  on  the  bed,  where  1  lay  for  a  consideiable  time, 
famt  with  joy,  while  contemplating  the  glories  of  the  heavenly 
world.  After  I  had  lain  a  while,  I  felt  more  perfecdy  subdued 
and  weaned  from  the  world,  and  more  fully  resigned  to  Grod,  than 
I  had  ever  been  conscious  of  before.  I  felt  an  entire  indifference 
to  the  opinions,  and  representations  and  conduct  of  mankind  res- 

*  Probably  the  91st  Hymn  of  the  2d  Book,  beginning  with 


^  O  the  delights,  the  heavenly  joys, 
^  The  glories  of  the  place. 
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pecting  me ;  and  a  perfect  willingness,  that  (Jod  should  emplor 
some  other  instrument  than  Mr.  Edwards,  in  advancing  the  work 
of  grace  fai  Northampton.  I  was  entirely  swallowed  up  in  Grod,  as 
my  only  portion^  and  his  honour  and  glory  was  the  object  of  my 
supreme  desire  and  delight.  At  the  same  time,  I  felt  a  far  great* 
er  love  to  the  children  oi  God,  than  ever  before.  I  seemed  to  love 
them  as  my  own  soul ;  and  when  I  saw  them,  my  heart  went  Qut 
towards  them,  with  an  inexpressible  endearedness  and  sweetness. 
I  beheld  them  by  faith  in  theu*  risen  and  glorified  state,  with  spir- 
itual bodies  re-fashioned  after  the  image  of  Christ's  glorious  body, 
and  arrayed  in  the  beauty  of  heaven.  The  time  when  they  would 
be  so,  appeared  very  near,  and  by  faith  it  seemed  as  if  it  were 
present.  This  was  accompanied  with  a  ravishing  sense  of  the  un- 
speakable joys  of  the  upper  world.  They  appeared  to  my  mind 
in  all  their  reality  and  certainty,  and  as  it  were  in  actual  and  dis- 
tinct vision ;  so  plain  and  evident  were  they  to  the  eye  of  my  faith, 
I  seemed  to  regard  them  as  begun.  These  anticipations  were  re- 
newed over  and  over,  while  I  lay  on  the  bed,  from  twelve  o'clock 
till  four,  being  too  much  exhausted  by  emotions  of  joy,  to  rise  and 
sit  up ;  and  during  most  of  the  time,  my  feelings  prompted  me  to  con- 
verse very  earnestly,  with  one  and  another  of  the  pious  women, 
who  were  present,  on  those  spiritual  and  heavenly  objects,  of  which 
I  had  so  deep  an  impression.  A  litde  while  befwre  I  arose,  Mr. 
BueD  and  the  people  went  to  meeting. 

"  1  continued  in  a  sweet  and  lively  sense  of  Divine  things,  until 
I  retired  to  rest.  That  night,  which  was  Thursday  night,  Jan.  28, 
was  the  sweetest  night  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  1  never  before,  for 
90  long  a  time  togetiier,  enjoyed  430  much  of  the  light,  and  rest  and 
Sweetness  of  heaven  in  my  sciul,  but  without  the  least  agitation  of 
body  during  die  whole  time.  The  great  part  of  the  night  I  lay  a- 
wake,  sometimes  asleep,  and  sometimes  between  sleeping  and  wak- 
ing. But  all  night  I  continued  in  a  constant,  clear  and  lively  sense 
of  the  heavenly  sweetness  of  Christ's  excellent  and  transcendent 
love,  of  his  nearness  to  me,  and  of  my  deamess  to  him ;  with  an 
inexpressibly  sweet  calmness  of  soul  in  an  entire  rest  in  him.  t 
seemed  to  myself  to  perceive  a  glow  of  divine  love  come  down 
from  the  heart  of  Clwrist  m  heaven,  into  my  heart,  in  a  constant 
stream,  Uke  a  stream  or  pencil  of  sweet  light.  At  the  same  time, 
my  heart  and  soul  all  flowed  out  in  love  to  Christ ;  so  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  constant  flowing  and  reflowing  of  heavenly  and  di- 
vme  love,  from  Christ's  heart  to  mine  ;  and  I  appeared  to  myself 
to  float  or  swim,  in  these  bright,  sweet  beams  of  the  love  of  Christ, 
Vke  the  motes  swimming  in  the  beams  of  the  sun,  or  the  streams  of 
his  light  which  come  in  at  the  window.  My  soul  remained  in  a 
kind  of  heavenly  elysiimi.  So  far  as  I  am  capable  of  making  m 
comparison,  I  think  that  what  I  fek  each  minute,  durmg  the  con- 
Ivijiiance  of  the  whole  time,  was  worth  more  than  all  the  outward 
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comfort  and  pleasure,  which  I  had  enjoyed  in  my  whole  life  put  to- 
gether. It  was  a  pure  delight,  which  led  and  satisfied  the  soul.  It 
Vi^as  pleasure,  without  the  least  sdng,  or  any  interruption.  It  was  a 
iiweetness,  which  my  soul  was  lost  in.  It  seemed  to  be  aU  that  my 
feeble  frame  could  sustain,  of  that  fulness  of  joy,  which  is  felt  by 
those,  who  behold  the  face  of  Christ,  and  share  his  love  in  the 
lieavenly  world.  There  was  but  litde  difierence,  whedier  I  was 
asleep  or  aiyake,  so  deep  was  the  impression  made  on  my  soul ; 
but  it  there  was  any  difierence,  the  sweetness  was  greatest  and  most 
uninterrupted,  while  I  was  asleep. 

^'  As  I  awoke  early  the  next  morning,  which  was  Friday,  I  was 
led  to  think  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley  preaching  that  day  in  the 
town,  as  had  been  appointed ;  and  to  examme  my  heart,  whether  I 
was  willing  that  he,  who  was  a  neighbouring  minister,  should  be 
extraordinarily  blessed,  and  made  a  greater  mstrument  of  good  in 
the  town,  than  Mr.  Edwards ;  and  was  enabled  to  say,  with  res- 
pect to  that  matter,  "  Amen,  Lord  Jesus  !'*  and  to  be  entirely  wil- 
ling, if  Crod  pleased,  that  he  should  be  the  instrument  of  converting 
every  soul  in  the  town.  My  soul  acquiesced  fully  in  the  will  of 
Ood,  as  to  the  instrirnient,  if  his  work  of  renewing  grace  did  but 
go  on. 

*<  This  lively  sense  of  the  beau^  and  excellency  of  divine  things, 
contmued  during  the  morning,  accompanied  widi  peculiar  sweet- 
ness and  delight  To  my  own  imagination,  my  soul  seemed  to  be 
gone  out  of  me  to  God  and  Christ  in  heaven,  and  to  have  very  lit- 
de relation  to  my  body.  God  and  Christ  were  so  present  to  me, 
and  so  near  me,  that  I  seemed  removed  from  myself.  The  spir- 
itual beauty  of  the  Father  and  the  Saviour,,  seemed  to  engross  my 
whole  mind ;  and  it  was  the  instinctive  feelmg  of  my  heart,  '^  Thou 
art ;  and  there  is  none  beside  thee."  I  never  felt  such  an  entire 
emptiness  of  self-love,  or  any  regard  to  any  private,  selfish  interest 
of  my  own.  It  seemed  to  me,  that  I  had  entirely  done  with  my- 
self. I  felt  that  the  opinions  of  the  world  concerning  me  were  no- 
diing,  and  that  I  had  no  more  to  do  with  any  outward  mterest  of 
xny  own,  than  with  that  of  a  person  whom  I  never  saw.  The  glo- 
ry of  Grod  seemed  to  be  all,  and  in  all,  and  to  swallow  up  every 
i^ish  and  desire  of  my  heart. 

^^  Mr.  Sheldon  came  into  the  house  about  10  o'clock,  and  said 
to  me  as  he  came  in,  "  The  Sun  of  righteousness  arose  on  my  soul 
this  morning,  before  day  ;'^  upon  which  I  said  to  him  in  reply^ 
*^  That  Sun  has  not  set  upon  my  soul  all  this  night;  I  have  dwelt  on 
id^  in  the  heavenly  mansions ;  the  light  of  divine  love  has  sur- 
rounded me ;  my  soul  has  been  lost  in  God,  and  has  almost  left 
the  body."  This  conversatipn  only  served  to  give  me  a  still  live- 
lier sense  of  the  reality  and  excellence  of  divine  things,  and  that  to 
such  a  degree,  as.  again  to  take  away  my  strength,  and  occasion 
great  agitation  of  body.     So  strong  were  my  feelings,  I  could  not 
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refrain  from  conversing  with  those  around  me,  in  a  very  earner 
manner,  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  on  the  infinite  riches  of 
divine  love  in  the  work  of  salvation :  when,  mj  strength  entirely 
failing,  my  flesh  grew  very  cold,  and  they  carried  roe  and  set  me 
by  the  fire.  As  I  sat  there,  I  had  a  most  affecting  sense  of  the 
mighty  power  of  Christ,  which  had  been  exerted  in  what  he  had 
done  for  my  soul,  and  in  sustaining  and  keeping  down  the  native 
corruptions  of  my  heart,  and  of  the  glorious  and  wonderful  grace 
of  God  in  causing  the  ark  to  return  to  Northampton.  So  intense 
were  my  feelings,  when  speaking  of  these  things,  that  I  could  nol 
forbear  rising  up  and  leiqping  with  joy  and  exultation.  I  felt  at  the 
same  time  an  exceedingly  strong  and  tender  afi^tion  for  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  realized,  in  a  manner  exceedingly  sweet  and 
ravishing,  the  meaning  of  Christ's  prayer,  in  John  xvii.  21,  ^  That 
they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  th(xt 
they  also  may  be  one  in  us"  This  union  appeared  to  me  an  in- 
conceivable, excellent  and  sweet  oneness ;  and  at  the  same  time  I 
felt  that  oneness  in  my  soul,  with  the  children  of  Grod  who  were 
present.  Mr.  Christophers  then  read  the  h3rran  out  of  the  Peni- 
tential Cries,  beginning  with 

*^  My  soul  doth  ma^ify  the  Lord^ 
**  My  spirit  doth  rejoice ;" 

The  whole  hymn  was  deeply  affecting  to  my  feelings  :  but  when 
these  words  were  read, 

^  My  sighs  at  leAgth  are  tumM  to  songs^ 
**  The  Comforter  is  come  :" — 

So  conscious  was  I  of  the  joyfiil  presence  of  the  holy  Spirit,  I  could 
scarcely  refrain  firom  leaping  with  tran^KMrts  of  joy.  This  happy  fi^me 
of  mind  continued  until  two  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Williams  came  in, 
and  we  soon  went  to  meeting.  He  preached  on  the  subject  of  the 
assurance  of  faith.  The  whole  sermon  was  afifecting  to  me,  but 
especially  when  he  came  to  show  the  way  in  which  assurance  was 
obtained,  and  to  point  out  its  happy  fi*uits.  When  I  heard  him 
say,  that  those^  who  have  assurance^  have  a  foretaste  of  heavenly 
glory ^  I  knew  the  truth  of  it  from  what  I  then  felt :  I  knew  that  I 
then  tasted  the  clusters  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  :  My  soul  was  filled 
and  overwhelmed  with  light,  and  love,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  seemed  just  ready  to  go  away  from  the  body.  I  <x)uld  scarce- 
ly refrain  from  expressing  my  joy  aloud,  in  the  midst  of  the  ser- 
vice. I  had  in  the  mean  time,  an  overwhelming  sense  of  the  gtery 
of  God,  as  tlie  Great  Eternal  All,  and  of  the  happiness  of  having 
my  own  will  entirely  subdued  to  his  will.  I  knew  that  the  fwe- 
taste  of  glory,  which  I  then  had  in  my  soul,  came  firom  him,  that.I 
certainty  should  go  to  him,  and  should,  as  it  were,  drop  mto  th« 
Bivine  Being,  and  be  swallowed  up  m  God. 
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"  After  meeting  was  done,  the  congregation  waited  wliile  Mr. 
Bttell  went  home,  to  prepare  to  give  them  a  Lecture.  It  was  al- 
most dark  before  he  came  ,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  conversed  in 
a  very  earnest  and  jojrfiil  manner,  with  those  who  were  with  me  in 
the  pew.  My  mind  dwelt  on  the  thought,  that  the  Lord  God  Om- 
nipotent reigneth,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  he  was  going  to  set 
up  a  Reign  of  Love  on  the  earth,  and  that  heaven  and  earth  were, 
as  it  were,  coming  together ;  which  so  exceedingly  moved  me  that 
I  could  not  forbear  expressing  aloud,  to  those  near  me,  my  exuda- 
tion of  soul.  This  subsided  into  a  heavenly  calm,  and  a  rest  of 
soul  in  Grod,  which  was  even  sweeter  than  what  preceded  it.  Af- 
terwards, Mr.  Buell  came  and  preached ;  and  the  same  happy 
frame  of  mind  continued  during  the  evening,  and  night,  and  the 
next  day.  In  the  forenoon,  I  was  thinking  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  children  of  (Jod  had  been  treated  in  the  world — ^particularly  of 
their  being  dmt  up  in  prison — and  the  folly  of  such  attempts  to 
make  them  miserable,  seemed  to  surprise  me.  It  appeared  aston- 
ishing, that  men  should  think,  by  this  means,  to  injure  those  who 
had  such  a  kingdom  within  them.     Toward?  night,  being  informed 

that  Mrs.  P had  expressed  her  fears  least  I  should  die  before 

Mr.  Edwards'  return,  and  he  should  think  the  people  had  killed 
his  wife ;  I  told  those  who  were  present,  that  I  chose  to  die  in  the 
way  that  was  most  agreeable  to  (Sod's  will,  and  that  I  should  be 
willing  to  die  in  darkness  and  horror,  if  it  was  most  for  the  glory  of 
God. 

"  In  the  evening,  I  read  those  chapters  in  John,  which  contain 
Christ's  dying  discourse  with  his  disciples,  and  his  prayer  with 
them.  Alter  I  had  done  reading,  and  was  in  my  retirement,  a 
little  before  bed-time,  thinking  on  what  I  had  read,  my  soul  was  so 
filled  with  love  to  Christ,  and  love  to  his  people,  that  I  fainted 
under  the  intenseness  of  the  feeling.  I  felt,  while  reading,  a  de- 
lightful acquiescence  in  the  petition  to  the  Father — ^^I  pray  not 
that  thou  shovMst  take  them  out  of  the  loorld,  hut  that  thou  shouldst 
keep  them  from  the  eviV^  Though  it  seemed  to  me  infinitely  bet- 
ter to  die  to  go  to  Christ,  yet  I  felt  an  entire  willingness  to  continue 
in  this  world  so  long  as  God  pleased,  to  do  and  suffer  what  he 
would  have  me. 

"  After  retiring  to  rest  and  sleeping  a  litde  while,  I  awoke  and 
had  a  very  lively  consciousness  of  God's  being  near  me.  I  had  an 
idea  of  a  shming  way,  or  path  of  light,  between  heaven  and  ray 
soul,  somewhat  as  on  Thursday  m'ght,  except  that  God  seemed 
nearer  to  me,  and  as  it  were  close  by,  and  the  way  seemed  more 
open,  and  the  communication  more  immediate  and  more  free.  I 
lay  awake  most  of  the  night,  with  a  constant  delightful  sense  of 
God's  ereat  love  and  infinite  condescension,  and  with  a  continual 
view  of  God  as  near,  and  as  my  God.  My  soul  remained,  as  on 
Thursday  night,  in  a  kind  of  heavenly  elysium.     Whether  waking 
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or  sleeping,  there  was  no  interruption^  throughout  the  ni^t,  to  th# 
views  of  my  soul,  to  its  heavenly  light,  and  divine,  inexpressible 
sweetness.  It  was  without  any  agitation  or  motion  of  the  body* 
I  was  led  to  reflect  on  Crod's  mercy  to  me,  in  giving  me,  for  many 
years,  a  willingness  to  die ;  and  after  that,  for  more  than  two  years 
past,  in  making  me  willing  to  live,  that  I  might  do  and  sufier  what- 
ever he  called  me  to  here ;  whereas,  before  that,  I  often  used  to 
feel  impatient  at  the  thought  of  living.  This  then  i^fqpeared  to  me, 
as  it  had  often  done  before,  what  gave  me  much  the  greatest  sense 
of  thankftdness  to  (jod.  I  also  thought  how  Grod  had  graciously 
given  me,  for  a  great  while,  an  entire  resignaticm  to  his  wiU,  with 
respect  to  the  kind  and  manner  of  death  that  I  siiould  die ;  littving 
been  made  willing  to  die  on  the  rack,  or  at  the  stake,  or  any  other 
tormenting  death,  and,  if  it  were  God's  will,  to  die  in  daricness : 
and  hotv  I  had  that  day  been  made  very  sensible  and  ftiUy  willing, 
if  it  was  Grod's  pleasure  and  for  his  glory,  to  die  in  horror.  But 
now  it  occurred  to  me,  that  when  I  had  thus  been  made  willing  to 
live,  and  to  be  kept  on  this  dark  abode,  I  used  to  think  of  living  no 
longer  than  to  the  ordinary  age  of  man.  Upon  this  I  was  led  to 
ask  myself.  Whether  I  was  not  willing  to  be  kep^  out  of  heaven 
«ven  longer ;  and  my  whole  heart  seemed  inmiediately  to  reply, 
**  Yes,  a  thousand  years,  if  it  be  (Sod's  will,  and  for  his  honour  and 

f;lory :"  and  then  my  heart,  in  the  language  of  reagnaticHi,  went 
urther,  and  with  ereat  alacrity  and  sweetness,  to  answer  as  it  were 
over  and  over  again,  '*  Yes,  and  live  a  thousand  years  in  horror,  if 
it  be  most  for  the  glory  of  (Jod :  yea,  I  am  willing  to  live  a  thou- 
sand vears  an  hell  upon  earth,  if  it  be  most  for  the  honour  of  God." 
.But  then  I  considered  with  myself  What  this  would  be,  to  live  an 
hell  upon  earth,  for  so  long  a  time ;  and  I  thou^t  of  the  torment 
of  my  body  being  so  great,  awful  and  overwhelming,  that  none 
eould  bear  to  live  in  the  country  where  the  spectacle  was  seen, 
and  of  the  torment  and  horror  of  my  mind  bemg  vastly  greater 
than  the  torment  of  my  body ;  and*  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  found  a 
perfect  willingness,  and  sweet  c^uietness  and  alacri^  of  soul,  in 
consenting  that  it  should  be  so,  if  it  were  most  for  the  gtery  of  God; 
so  that  there  was  no  hesitatbn,  doubt  or  darkness  in  my  mind,  at- 
tending the  thoughts  of  it,  but  my  resignation  seemed  to  be  clear, 
like  a  Ught  that  shone  through  my  soul.  I  continued  sajring,  ^*  A- 
men.  Lord  Jesus !  Amen,  Lord  Jesus !  gbrify  thyself  in  me,  in  my 
body  and  my  soul," — ^widi  a  calm  and  sweetness  of  soul,  which 
bamshed  all  reluctance.  The  glory  of  God  seemed  to  overcome 
me  and  swallow  me  up,  and  every  conceivable  suflfering,  and  every 
tiling  that  was  terrible  to  my  nature,  seemed  to  shrink  to  nothing  b^ 
fore  it.  This  resignation  continued  in  its  clearness  and  brightness  the 
rest  of  the  night,  and  all  the  next  day,  and  the  night  foUowing,  and  on 
Monday  m  the  forenoon,  without  interruption  or  abatement.  All 
this  while^  whenever  I  thought  of  it,  the  unguage  of  my  soul  was, 
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tvith  the  greatest  foUness  and  alacrity,  **  Amen,  Lord  Jesus !  A- 
men,  Lord  Jesus !"  In  the  afternoon  of  McHiday,  it  was  not  quite 
80  perceptible  and  lively,  but  my  mind  remained  so  much  in  a  simi- 
lar frame,  for  more  than  a  week,  that  I  could  never  think  of  it 
without  an  inexpressible  sweetness  in  my  soul. 

^<  After  I  had  fek  this  resignation  on  Saturday  night,  (or  some 
time  as  I  lay  in  bed,  I  feh  such  a  disposition  to  rejoice  in  God,  that 
I  wished  to  have  the  world  join  me  in  praising  him ;  and  was  ready 
to  wonder  how  the  world  of  mankind  could  he  and  sleep,  when 
there  was  such  a  Crod  to  praise,  and  rejoice  in,  and  could  scarcely 
forbear  calling  out  to  those  who  were  asleep  in  the  house,  to  arise^ 
and  rejoice,  and  praise  God.  When  I  arose  on  the  morning  of  the 
Sd[>badi,  I  feh  a  love  to  all  mankind,  wholly  peculiar  in  its  strength 
and  sweetness,  far  beyond  aU  that  I  had  ever  felt  befwe.  The 
power  of  that  love  seemed  to  be  inexpressible.  I  thought,  if  I  were 
surrounded  by  enemies,,  who.wens  venting  their  malice  and  cruelty 
upon  rae,  in  tormentmg  me,  it  would  still  be  impossible  that  I  should 
cherish  any  feeling?  towards  them  but  those  of  love,  and  pity  and 
ardent  desires  for  their  happiness.  At  the  same  time  I  thought,  if 
I  were  cast  c^by  my  nearest  and  dearest  friends,  and  if  the  feel- 
ings and  conduct  of  my  husband  were  to  be  changed  from  tender^ 
Bess  and  afl»ction,  to  extreme  hatred  and  cruelty,  and  that  every 
day,  I  could  so  rest  in  God,  that  it  would  not  touch  my  heart,  or 
diminish  my  haj^iness.  I  could  still  go  on  with  alacrity  m  the 
performance  of  every  act  of  duty,  and  my  happiness  remain  imdi- 
minished  and  entire. 

'*  I  never  before  felt  so  far  from  a  disposition  to  judge  and  cen* 
sure  others,  with  respect  to  the  state  of  their  hearts,  their  sincerity, 
or  their  attainments  in  holiness,  as  I  did  that  morning.  To  do  this, 
seemed  abhorrent  to  every  feeling  of  my  heart.  I  realized  also, 
in  an  unusual  and  very  lively  manner,  how  great  a  part  of  Chris- 
tianity lies  in  die  performance  of  our  social  and  relative  duties 
to  one  another,  llie  same  lively  and  joyful  sense  of  spiritual  and 
divine  things  continued  throughout  the  day — a  sweet  love  to  God 
and  all  mankind,  and  such  an  entire  rest  of  soul  in  God,  that  it 
seemed  as  if  nothing  that  could  be  said  of  me,  or  done  to  me,  could 
touch  my  heart,  or  disturb  my  enjo)rment.  The  road  between 
heaven  and  my  soul  seemed  open  and  wide,  all  the  day  long ;  and 
the  consciousness  I  had  of  the  reality  and  excellence  of  heavenly 
things  was  so  clear,  and  the  affections  they  excited  so  intense,  that 
it  overcame  my  strength,  and  kept  my  body  weak  and  faint,  the 
«reat  part  of  the  day,  so  that  I  could  not  stand  or  go  without  lielp* 
Tlie  m^t  also  was  comforting  and  refreshing. 

"  This  delightful  frame  of  mind  was  continued  on  Monday. 
About  noon,  one  of  the  neigbours,  who  was  conversing  with  me, 
expressed  himself  thus,  "  One  smile  from  Christ  is  worth  a  ttiou- 
sand  railfion  pounds ,''  a&d  the  wordb  aflboted  me  exceedingly,  and 
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in  a  manner  wliich  I  cannot  express.  I  had  a  strong  sense  of  tii# 
infinite  worth  of  Christ's  approbation  and  love,  and  at  the  same 
lime  of  the  grossness  of  the  comparison ;  and  it  only  astonished 
me,  that  any  one  could  compare  a  smile  of  Christ  to  any  earthly 
treasure. — ^Towards  night,  I  had  a  deep  sense  of  the  awful  great- 
ness of  God,  and  felt  widi  what  humility  and  reverence  we  ought 

to.  behave  ourselves  before  him.     Just  then  Mr.  W came  ini 

and  spoke  with  a  somewhat  light,  smiling  air,  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  religion  in  the  town ;  which  I  could  scarcely  bear  to  see.  It 
seemed  to  me,  that  we  ought  gready  to  revere  the  presence  of  God, 
and  to  behave  ourselves  with  the  utmost  solemnity  and  humili^^ 
when  so  great  and  holy  a  God  was  so  remarkably  present,  and  to 
rejoice  before  him  widi  trembling. — ^In  the  evening,  these  words, 
in  the  Penitential  Cries, — ^^  The  Comforter  is  come  !" — ^were 
accompanied  to  my  soul  with  such  conscious  certainty,  and  such 
intense  joy,  that  immediately  it  took  away  my  strength,  and  I  was 
falling  to  die  floor;  when  some  oi  those  who  were  near  me  caught 
me  and  held  me  up.  And  when  I  repeated  the  words  to  the  by-stand- 
ers,  the  strength  of  my  feelings  was  increased.  The  name — ^''The 
Comforter" — seemed  to  denote  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  only 
and  infinite  Fountain  of  comfort  and  joy,  and  this  seemed  real  and 
certain  to  my  mind.  These  words — ^^  The  Comforter" — seem- 
ed as  it  were  immensely  great,  enough  to  J511  heaven  and  earth. 

^^  On  Tuesday  after  dmner,  Mr.  Buell,  as  he  sat  at  table,  began 
to  discourse  about  the  glories  of  the  upper  world  ;  which  gready  af- 
fected me,  so  as  to  take  away  my  strength.  The  views  and  feelings 
of  the  preceding  evening,  respecting  the  Great  Comforter,  were  re- 
newed in  the  most  lively  and  joyml  manner ;  so  that  my  limbs 
grew  cold,  and  I  continued  to  a  considerable  degree  overcome  for 
about  an  hour,  eamesdy  expressing  to  those  around  me,  my  deep 
and  joyful  sense  of  the  presence  and  divine  excellence  of  the  Com- 
forter, and  of  the  glories  of  heaven. 

"  It  was  either  on  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  that  Mr.  W 

came  to  the  house,  and  informed  what  account  Mr.  Lyman,  who 
was  just  then  come  from  Leicester,  on  his  way  from  Boston,  gave 
of  Mr.  Edwards'  success,  m  making  peace  and  promoting  religion 
at  Leicester.  The  intelligence  inspired  me  with  such  an  admiring 
sense  of  the  great  goodness  of  (Sod,  in  u^ng  Mr.  Edwards  as  the 
instrument  of  doing  good,  and  promoting  the  work  of  salvation,  that 
it  immediately  overcame  me,  and  took  away  my  strength,  so  that  I 
could  no  longer  stand  on  my  feet.  On  Wednesday  night,  Mr. 
Clark,  commg  in  with  Mr.  Buell  and  some  of  the  people,  asked 
me  how  I  felt.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  feel  at  all  times  alike, 
but  this  I  thought  I  could  say,  that  I  had  given  up  all  to  God,  and 
there  is  nothing  like  it,  nothmg  like  giving  up  all  to  him,  esteem- 
ing all  to  be  his,  and  resigning  all  at  his  call.  I  told  him  that,  ma- 
ny a  time  within  a  twelvemonth,  I  had  asked  myself  when  I  lay 
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down,  How  I  should  feel,  if  our  house  and  all  our  property  m  h 
should  be  burnt  up,  and  we  should  that  night  be  turned  out  naked ; 
whether  I  could  cheerfully  resign  aU  to  God ;  and  whether  I  so 
saw  that  all  was  his,  that  I  could  fiiUy  consent  to  his  wiD,  in  being 
dejurived  of  it?  and  that  I  found,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  an  entire 
resignation  to  his  will,  and  feh  diat,  if  he  should  thus  strip  me  of 
every  thing,  I  had  nothing  to  say,  but  should,  I  thought,  have  an 
entire  calm  and  rest  in  God,  for  it  was  his  own,  and  not  mine. 
After  this,  Mr.  Phelps  gave  us  an  account  of  his  own  feelings,  dur^ 
ing  a  journey  from  which  he  had  just  returned ;  and  then  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy  broke  fcMth  in  the  language  of  joy,  and  thankfulness  and 
praise,  and  continued  speaking  to  us  nearly  an  hour,  leading  us  all 
the  time  to  rejoice  in  the  visible  presence  of  God,  and  to  adore  his 
infinite  goodness  and  condescension.  He  concluded  by  saying,  "I 
would  say  more,  if  I  could ;  but  words  were  not  made  to  express 
these  things."     This  reminded  me  of  the  words  of  Mrs.  Rowe : 

"  More  I  would  speak,  but  all  my  words  arc  faint: 
"  Celestial  Love,  what  eloquence  can  paint  ? 
*^  No  more,  by  mortal  words,  can  be  expressed ; 
"  But  vast  Eternity  shall  tell  the  rest ;" 

and  my  former  impressions  of  heavenly  and  divine  things  were  re- 
newed with  so  much  power,  and  life  and  joy,  that  my  strength  all 
fisdled  me,  and  I  remained  for  some  time  faint  and  exhausted.  Af- 
ter the  people  had  retired,  I  had  a  still  more  lively  and  joyful  sense 
of  the  goodness  and  all-sufficiency  of  God,  of  the  pleasure  of  lov- 
ing him,  and  of  being  alive  and  active  in  liis  service,  so  that,  I 
could  not  sit  still,  but  walked  the  room  for  some  time,  in  a  kind  of 
transport.  The  contemplation  was  so  refreshing  and  delightful,  so 
much  like  a  heavenly  feast  within  the  soul,  that  I  felt  an  absolute 
indifference  as  to  any  external  circumstances ;  and,  according  to 
my  best  remembrance,  this  enlivening  of  my  spirit  continued  soj 
that  I  slept  but  litde  that  night. 

"The  next  day,  being  Thursday,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  and  a  room  full  of  people  being  collected,  1  heard  two  per- 
sons give  a  minute  account  of  the  enlivening  and  joyful  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  their  own  hearts.  It  was  sweet  to  me,  to  see 
others  before  me  in  their  divine  attainments,  and  to  follow  after 
them  to  heaven.  I  thought  I  should  rejoice  to  follow  the  negro 
servants  in  the  town  to  heaven.  While  I  was  thus  listening,  tiie 
consideration  of  the  blessed  appearances  there  were  of  (Sod's  being 
there  with  us,  affected  me  so  powerfully,  that  the  joy  and  transport 
of  the  preceding  night  were  again  renewed.  After  this,  they  sang 
an  hymn,  which  greatiy  moved  me,  especially  die  latter  part  of  it, 
which  speaks  of  tiie  ungratefulness  of  not  havuig  the  praises  of 
Christ  always  on  our  tongues.  Those  last  words  of  the  hvmn 
seemed  to  fasten  on  my  mind,  and  as  I  repeated  them  over,  1  felt 
«uch  intense  love  to  Christ,  and  so  much  delight  in  praising  him/ 
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that  I  could  hardly  forbear  lea[Hng  from  my  chair,  and  singing  a« 
loud  for  joy  and  exultation.  I  continued  thus  extraordinarily  mov- 
ed until  about  one  o'clock,  when  the  people  went  away," 

I  AM  well  aware,  that  very  difFerent  views  will  be  formed  of  the 
preceding  narrative,  by  different  individuals.  Those,  who  have  no 
conception  of  what  is  meant  by  the  religion  of  the  heart,  will  doubt- 
less pronounce  it  the  offipring  of  a  diseased  body,  or  a  distemper- 
ed brain.  Others,  who  profess  the  religion  of  Christ,  but  whose 
minds  usually  come  m  contact  with  nothing  which  is  not  merely 
palpable — ^with  nothing  but  what  they  can  either  see,  or  hear,  or 
feel,  or  taste, — ^will  probably  regard  it  as  the  effect  of  mere  enthu- 
siasm. While  others,  who  are  both  more  btellectual  and  more 
Shntual  in  their  objects  of  contemplation,  will  at  once  perceive, 
at  the  state  of  mind  therein  described,  is  one  to  which  they  them- 
selves are  chiefly  or  wholly  strangers ;  and  will  therefore  very  nat- 
urally, and  rationally  wish  to  learn,  somewhat  more  minOtely,  the 
circumstances  of  the  individual,  who  was  the  subject  of  these  spir- 
itual discoveries,  as  well  as  their  actual  effect  upon  her  character. 
On  these  points,  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards  is  full  and  explicit ; 
and  from  his  authority,  we  state  the  following  facts. 

j  At  this  time,  Mrs.  EMwards  had  been  long,  in  an  uncommon 
*v  manner,  growing  in  grace,  and  riang,  by  very  sensible  degrees,  to 
'  higher  love  to  God,  weanedness  from  the  world,  and  mastery  over 
sin  and  temptation,  through  great  trials  and  conflicts,  and  long  con« 
tinned  struggling  and  fighting  with  sin,  and  earnest  and  constant 
prayer  and  labour  in  religion,  and  engagedness  of  mind  in  the  use 
of  all  means,  attended  with  a  great  exactness  of  life ;  and  this 
growth  had  been  attended,  not  only  with  a  great  increase  of  reli* 
gious  affections,  but  with  a  most  visible  alteration  of  outward  behav- 
iour; particularly  in  living  above  the  world,  and  in  a  greater  degree 
of  steadfastness  and  strength  in  the  way  of  duty  and  self-denial; 
maintaining  the  christian  conflict  against  temptations,  and  conquer- 
ing from  time  to  time  under  great  tibials ;  persisting  in  an  unmoved, 
untouched  calm  and  rest,  under  the  changes  and  accidents  of  time, 
such  as  seasons  of  extieme  pain,  and  apparent  hazard  of  immedi- 
ate death.  These  transports  did  not  arise  from  bodily  weakness, 
but  were  greatest  in  die  best  state  of  health.  They  were  accom- 
panied with  a  lively  sense  of  the  greatness  of  Grod,  and  her  own 
litdeness  and  vileness ;  and  had  abiding  effects,  in  the  increase  of 
the  sweetness,  rest  and  humility,  which  they  left  upon  the  soul, 
and  in  a  new  engagedness  of  heart  to  live  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  to  ^tch  and  fight  against  sin.  They  were  attended  with  no 
enthusiastical  disposition  to  foUow  impulses,  or  supposed  revela- 
tions, nor  with  any  appearance  of  spiritual  pride ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, with  a  very  great  increase  of  meekness,  and  humili^,  and  a 
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(lispodtion  in  honour  to  prefer  others,  as  well  as  with  a  great  aver- 
sion to  judging  others,  and  a  strong  sense  of  the  importance  of  mo- 
ral, social  duties.  They  weie  accompanied  with  an  extraordinary 
sense  of  the  awful  majesty  of  God,  so  as  frequently  to  take  away 
the  bodily  strength ;  with  a  sense  of  the  holiness  of  Crod,  as  of  a 
flame  infimtely  pure  and  bright,  so  as  oftentimes  to  overwhelm 
soul  and  body ;  with  an  extraordmary  view  of  the  infinite  terrible- 
ness  of  his  wrath,  of  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  her  own  heart, 
and  of  a  desert  of  that  wrath  forever ;  with  an  intense  sorrow  for 
sin,  so  as  entirehr  to  prostrate  the  strength  of  the  body ;  with  a 
clear  certainty  of  the  truth  of  the  great  things  revealed  in  die  Gros-^ 

Sel ;  with  an  overwhelming  sense  of  the  glory  of  the  work  of  re- 
emption,  and  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  glorious 
harmony  of  the  Divine  attributes  appearing  therein,  as  that  wherein 
mercy  and  truth  are  met  together,  and  righteousness  and  peace 
have  kissed  each  other ;  vnSi  a  sight  of  the  glorious  sufficiency  of 
Christ,  a  constant  immoveable  trust  in  Grod,  an  overwhelming  sense 
of  his  gbrious  unsearchable  wisdom,  a  sweet  rejoicing  at  his  being 
infinitely  and  unchangeably  happy,  independent  and  all-sufficient, 
at  his  reigning  over  all,  and  doing  his  own  will  with  uncontrollable 

Emer  and  sovereignty ;  with  a  delightful  sense  of  the  glory  of  the 
oly  Spirit,  as  the  great  Comforter ;  with  intense  desires  for  the 
honour  and  glory  of  (rod's  name,  a  clear  and  constant  preference 
of  it,  not  only  to  her  own  temporal  interests,  but  to  her  spiritual 
comfort;  with  a  willingness  to  live  and  die  in  spiritual  darkness,  if  the 
honour  of  God  required  it,  a  great  lamenting  of  mgratitude,  intense 
longings  and  faintmgs  after  higher  love  to  Christ,  and  greater  con* 
formity  to  him — ^particularly  to  be  more  perfect  in  humility  and  ad- 
oration; with  great  delight  in  smging  praises  to  (jod  and  Jesus 
Christ,  a  de^re  that  this  present  life  might  be  one  continued  song 
of  praise,  and  an  overcoming  pleasure  at  the  thought  of  spending 
eternity  in  that  exercise;  with  a  living  by  faith  in  a  very  tmusual 
manner ;  with  an  uniform  distrust  of  her  own  strength,  and  a  great 
dependence  on  God  for  help ;  with  intense  longbgsthat  all  christians 
might  be  fervent  m  love,  and  active  in  the  service  of  God;  with  taking 
pleasure  in  watchfiilness  and  toil,  self-denial  and  bearing  the  cross; 
with  a  melting  compassion  for  those  who  were  in  a  state  of  nature,  and 
f<Mr  chrisdans  under  darkness,  an  universal  benevolence  to  all  man- 
kind, a  willingness  to  endure  any  suffering  for  the  conversion  of  the 
.  impenitent — ^her  compassion  for  them  being  often  to  that  degree, 
that  she  could  find  no  support  nor  rest,  but  in  going  to  Crod  and 
pouring  out  her  soul  in  prayer  for  them ;  with  earnest  desires  that 
the  then  existing  work  of  Divine  grace  might  be  carried  on  with 
greater  purity,  and  freedom  from  all  bitter  zeal,  censoriousness, 
spiritual  pride  and  angry  controversy,  and  that  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  might  be  established  through  the  earth,  as  a  kingdom  of  ho- 
liness, peace  and  joy ;  with  unspeakable  delight  in  the  thoughts  of 
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heaven,  as  a  world  of  love,  where  love  shall  be  the  saints'  eteraal 
food,  where  they  shall  dwell  in  the  light  of  love,  and  where  the  ve- 
ry air  and  breath  will  be  nothing  but  love ;  with  intense  love  to  the 
people  of  God,  as  to  those  who  will  soon  wear  his  perfect  image ; 
with  earnest  desires  tliat  otliers  might  love  God  better  thrfn  herself, 
and  attain  to  higher  degrees  of  hoUness ;  with  a  delight  in  convers- 
ing on  the  most  spiritual  and  heavenly  things  in  religion,  often  en- 
gaging in  such  conversation,  with  a  degree  of  feeling  too  intense  to 
be  long  endured ;  and  witli  a  bvely  sense  of  the  importance  of  char- 
ity to  the  poor,  as  well  as  of  the  need  which  ministers  have  of  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Sph*it,  and  earnest  longings  and  wrestlings  with 
Grod  for  them  in  prayer.  She  had  also,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
greatest,  fullest,  longest  continued,  and  most  constant  Assurance 
of  the  favour  of  God,  and  of  a  title  to  future  glory,  that  he  ever 
saw  any  appearance  of,  in  any  person  ; — enjoying,  especially  near 
the  time  in  which  he  made  this  statement,  to  use  her  own  expres- 
sion, THE  RICHES  OF  FuLL  AssuRANCE ;  as  wcll  as  an  uninter- 
rupted, entire  resignation  to  God,  with  respect  to  health  or  sick- 
ness, ease  or  pain,  life  or  death,  and  an  entire  resignation  of  the 
lives  of  her  nearest  earthly  friends.  These  things  were  attended 
with  a  constant,  sweet  peace  and  serenity  of  soul,  without  a  cloud 
to  interrupt  it,  a  continual  rejoicing  in  all  the  works  of  nature  and 
providence,  a  wonderful  access  to  God  by  prayer,  sensibly  con- 
versing with  him,  as  much  as  if  Christ  wpre  here  on  earth ;  fre- 
quent, plain,  sensible  and  immediate,  answers  of  prayer,  all  tears 
wiped  away,  all  former  troubles  and  sorrows  of  life  forgotten,  ex- 
cepting sorrow  for  sin,  doing  every  thing  for  God  and  his  glory,  do- 
ing it  as  the  service  of  love,  with  a  continual,  uninterrupted  cheer- 
fulness, peace  and  joy.  "  O  how  good,"  she  once  observed,  "  is 
it  to  work  for  God  in  tlie  day  time,  and  at  night  to  lie  down  imder 
his  smiles."  Instead  of  slighting  the  means  of  grace  in  conse- 
quence of  these  discoveries,  she  was  never  more  sensible  of  her 
need  of  instruction ;  instead  of  regarding  herself  as  free  from  sin, 
she  was  led  by  her  clearer  sight  of  the  Divine  holiness,  to  perceive 
,  more  fully  the  sinfulness  of  her  own  heart ;  instead  of  neglecting 
I  the  business  of  life,  she  performed  it  with  greater  alacrity,  as  a 
!  part  of  the  service  of  God— declaring  that,  when  thus  done,  it  was 
I  as  delightful  as  prayer  itself.  At  the  same  time,  she  discovered  an 
extreme  anxiety  to  avoid  every  sin,  and  to  discharge  every  morsi 
obligation,  was  most  exemplary  in  the  performance  of  every  social 
and  relative  duty,  exhibited  great  inoffensiveness  of  life  and  con- 
versation, great  meekness,  gentleness  and  benevolence  of  spirit, 
and  avoided,  with  remarkable  conscientiousness,  all  those  things, 
which  she  regarded  as  failings  in  her  own  character. 

To  those,  who,  after  reading  this  statement  of  facts,  still  regard 
the  preceding  narrative  as  the  oflspring  of  enthusiam,  we  shall 
draw  our  reply  fit)m  Mr.  Edwards  himself:  "Now  if  such  things 
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are  enthusiasm,  and  the  offipring  of  a  distempered  brain;  let  my 
brain  be  possessed  evermore  of  that  happy  distemper !  If  diis  be 
distraction ;  I  pray  God  that  the  world  of  mankind  may  all  be  seiz- 
ed with  this  benign,  meek,  beneficent,  beatific,  glorious  distraction  I 
What  notion  have  they  of  true  religion,  who  reject  what  has  here 
been  described  ?  What  shall  we  find  to  correspond  witli  these  ex- 
pressions of  Scripture,  7%6  peace  of  Gody  that  passeth  all  under- 
standing  :  Rejoicing  with  joy  unspeakable^  and  full  of  glory  : 
God's  shining  into  our  hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  God^  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ :  With  openface,  be- 
holding as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  God,  and  being  changed  into  the 
same  image j  from  glory  to  glory ^  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord : 
Being  caUed  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light :  and  having  the 
day-star  arise  in  our  hearts  :  What,  let  me  ask,  if  these  things  diat 
have  been  mentioned  do  not  correspond  with  these  expressions^ 
what  else  can  we  find  that  does  correspond  with  them?" 

Mr.  Edwards  adds,  that  he  had  witnessed  many  instances,  in 
Northampton  and  elsewhere,  of  other  persons,  which  were  m  gene- 
ral, of  the  same  kind  with  tliese,  though  not  so  high  in  degree,  in 
any  instance ;  and,  in  many  of  them,  not  so  pure  and  unmixed,  or 
so  well  regulated.  In  some  individuals,  who  discovered  very  in- 
tense religious  afifections,  there  was  obviously  a  great  rnixture  of 
nature  with  grace,  and  in  some  a  sad  degenerating  of  religious  af- 
fections ;  yet,  in  most  instances,  they  were  uniform  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  obviously  thq  result  of  fervent  piety. 

That  such  full  and  clear  discoveries  of  the  Divine  excellency 
and  glory,  as  those  recited  in  the  preceding  narrative,  are  uncom- 
moskj  is  unhappily  too  true :  still  diey  are  far  from  being  singular ; 
for  accounts  of  a  similar  nature  may  be  found  in  the  private  diaries 
of  men  of  distinguished  piety,  in  almost  every  age  of  the  church.* 
They  are  not  however  probably  more  uncommon,  than  are  great 
attainments  in  piety ;  and,  when  enjoyed  by  those,  who  have  made^ 
such  attainments,  ought,  in  no  respect,  to  be  regarded  as  surprising. 
There  is  certainly  in  Crod,  a  goodness  and  a  glory,  infinitely  surpass- 
ing the  comprehension  of  the  highest  created  beings.  This  good- 
ness and  glory,  which  constitutes  the  Divine  beauty  and  lovelinessi 
.  God  is  able  to  reveal  to  the  mind  of  every  intelligent  creature,  as 
far  as  his  faculties  extend.  If  the  mind,  to  which  this  revelation  is 
made,  has  a  supreme  relish  for  holiness ;  the  discovery  of  this  spirit- 
ual beauty  of  the  Divine  mind,  will  conununicate  to  it  an  enjo3mnent, 
which  is  pure  and  heavenly  in  its  nature ;  and  the  degree  of  this 
enjoyment,  in  every  case,  will  be  proportioned  to  the  measure  of 
the  faculties,  and  to  the  fubiess  of  the  discovery.  Thb  is  obvi- 
ously true  in  the  heavenly  world.     (Jod  there  reveals  his  glory — 

*  An  examples  of  this  nature,  the  reader  in  referred  to  the  writinaft  of  FFa- 
v«l  L.  Baxter,  and  Brainerd,  and  of  Mr.  Edwards  himself. 
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not  in  all  its  mfinite  brightness :  this,  he  cannot  do  to  a  created  in- 
telligence :  he  reveals  it — in  as  strong  an  efiidgence  as  the  minds 
of  saints  and  angels  can  endure.  Were  a  revelation,  equally  clear 
and  full,  to  be  made  to  one  of  us  here  on  earth,  it  would  cbviously 
overwhelm  and  destroy  the  life  of  the.  body ;  for  John,  even 
when  he  beheld  the  glorified  body  of  Christ,  fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead.  In  proportion  as  an  individual  is  possessed  of  holiness,  so 
much  more  near  does  he  come  to  God,  and  so  much  more  clear  and 
distinct  is  his  perception  of  his  true  character.  "  If  a  man  love  me, 
says  Christ,  "  he  will  keep  my  words ;  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 
Such  discoveries  of  the  Divine  beauty  and  glory,  are  therefore  the 
promised  rewardy  as  well  as  the  natural  consequ^[ice,  of  distin- 
guished holiness  ^  and  a  well  authenticated  narrative,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  made,  in  a  given  instance,  even  if  they 
were  unusual  in  degree,  instead  of  excidng  our  distrust  or  surprise, 
should  lead  us,  with  a  noble  emulation,  to  ^^  press  forward  towards 
the  mark,  for  die  prize  of  the  hi^  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Extent  of  the  Revival  of  1740,  '41,  '42.--v3t«jwcMM«  opening. 
— Opposed  by  its  enemies;  and  injured  by  its  friends. — 
"  Thoughts  on  the  Revivai  in  JVew  England.^^ — Attestations  of 
numerous  ministers. — Causes  of  its  dmine. — Influence  of  Mr. 
WUtefiddj  Mr.  Tennent,  and  others. — Influence  of  Mr.  Ed- 
VHJirdr  Publications  in  Scotland. — Chreat  Revival  of  Religion 
there. — His  correspondents  in  that  country. — Letter  to  Mr 
M^CuUoch* — Answer  to  Do. — Letter  from  Mr.  Robe. 

The  reader  oan  scarcely  need  to  be  informed,  that  the  Revival 
of  religion,  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  was  not  confined  to 
Northampton.  It  began  there,  and  at  Boston,  and  at  many  other 
places,  in  1740,  and  in  that,  and  the  three  following  years,  prevail- 
ed, to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
congregaticmsin  New  England,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania ;  as  well  as  in  a  considerable  number  more,  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  in  1744.  At  its  commencement,  it  appears  to  have 
been,  to  an  unusual  degree,  a  silent,  powerful  and  glorious,  work 
of  the  Spirit  of  God — the  simple  effect  of  Truth  applied  to  the 
conscience,  and  accompanied  by  his  converting  grace.  So  au^i- 
cious  mdeed  was  the  opening  oi  this  memorable  work  of  God,  and 
so  rapid  its  progress,  that  the  promised  reign  of  Christ  on  the 
Earth  was  believed,  by  many,  to  be  actually  begun.  Had  it  con- 
tinued of  this  unmixed  character,  so  extensive  was  its  prevalence, 
and  so  powerful  its  (^ration,  it  would  seem  that  in  no  great  length 
of  time,  it  would  have  pervaded  this  western  world.  As  is  usual  in 
such  cases,  it  was  opposed  by  the  enemies  of  vital  religion,  and 
with  a  violence  proportioned  to  its  prevalence  and  power.  But  its 
worst  enemies  were  found  among  its  most  zealous  friends  :  and  Mr, 
Edwards  appears  to  have  been  early  aware,  that  the  measures  too 
generally  resorted  to,  by  many  of  them,  to  extend  its  influence  over 
the  whole  country,  as  well  as  throughout  every  town  and  village 
where  it  was  actually  begun,  were  only  adapted  to  introduce  con- 
fusion and  disorder,  as  far  as  they  prevailed.  To  check  these 
commencing  evils,  if  possible,  and  to  bear  his  own  testimony  to  the 
Work  as  a  genume  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  prepared  and  pub- 
lished his  "  Thoughts  on  the  Revival  of  Religion  in  New  England, 
in  1740."  In  this  Treatise,  after  presenting  evidence  most  dear 
and  convincing  tiiat  the  attention  to  religion,  of  which  he  sp( iks, 
was  a  glorious  work  of  God,  and  showing  the  obligations  which  all 
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were  under,  to  acknowledge  and  promote  it,  as  well  as  the  danger 
of  the  contrary  conduct :  he  points  out  various  particulars  in  which 
its  friends  had  been  injuriously  blamed,  then  exhibits  the  ernwrs 
and  mistakes  into  which  they  had  actually  fallen,  and  concludes  by 
showing  positively,  what  ought  to  be  done  to  promote  it.  This 
I  work,  which  was  pubhshed  in  1742,  excited  a  very  deep  interest 
ta  the  American  churches,  and  was  immediately  republished  in 
Scotland.  The  author,  from  his  unconmion  acquaintance  with  the 
Scriptures,  the  soundness  of  his  theological  views,  his  intuitive  dis- 
cernment of  the  operations  of  the  mmd,  his  knowledge  of  the  hu- 
man heart  both  before  and  after  its  renovation  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
his  familiarity  with  revivals  of  religion,  his  freedom  from  enthusi- 
asm, and  his  utter  aversion  to  extravagance  and  disorder,  was  ad- 
mirably qualified  to  execute  it  in  the  happiest  manner :  and,  from 
the  time  of  its  first  publication,  it  has  been,  to  a  very  wide  extent, 
the  common  Text-bocA  of  evangelical  divines,  on  the  subject  of 
which  it  treats.  If  the  reader  will  examine  the  various  accounts 
of  revivals  of  religion,  he  will  find  that  no  one  of  them,  anterior  to 
this,  furnishes  an  explanation  of  the  subject,  in  accordance  with  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  mental  philosophy. 

In  1743,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  ministers  published  their 
attestations  to  this  work,  as  in  their  own  view  a  genuine  work  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  as  having  been  extraordinary  and  remarka- 
ble, on  account  of  the  numbers  who  discovered  a  deep  anxiety  for 
their  salvation ;  on  account  of  its  rapid  progress  firom  place  to  place ; 
and  on  account  of  the  power  with  which  it  was  carried  on.  Yet, 
while  they  bear  witness  to  the  great  numbers  who  appeared  to 
have  become  real  christians,  to  the  extensive  reformation  of  morals 
which  it  occasioned,  and  to  a  greater  prevalence  of  religion  than 
they  had  before  witnessed ;  many  of  them  also  regret  the  extrava- 
gancies and  irregularities,  which  m  some  places  had  been  permitted 
to  accompany  it.  Among  these,  they  particularly  point  out — a  dis- 
position to  make  secret  impulses  on  the  mind,  a  nJe  of  duty — ^lay- 
men invading  tlie  ministerial  ofiice,  and  under  a  pretence  of  exhort- 
ing, setting  up  preaching — ministers  invading  each  other's  provin- 
ces— ^indiscreet  young  men  mshing  into  particular  places,  and 
preaching  on  all  occasions — unsoriptural  separations  of  churches, 
and  of  ministers  from  their  churches — a  rash  judging  of  the  reli- 
gious state  of  others— and  a  controversial,  uncharitable  and  censo- 
rious, spirit. 

There  can  be  no  dOubt,  that  both  parts  of  this  statement  are 
true.  Although  this  most  extensive  work  of  grace  opened  on  New 
England,  in  1740  and  1741,  in  a  manner  eminently  auspicious ; 
yet  in  the  two  following  years,  it  assumed,  in  various  places,  a 
somewhat  different  aspect,  and  was  unhappUy  marked  with  irregu- 
larity and  disorder.  This  was  doubtless  owing,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  fact,  that  many  ministers  of  wisdom  and  sound  discretioD, 
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ndt  adverting  sufficiently  to  die  extent  and  impoFtance  of  the  Apos- 
tolic exhortation^  "  Let  all  things  be  dcme  decendy  and  in  order/' 
either  encouraged,  or  did  not  e£fectually  suppress,  outcries,  falling 
down  and  swocming,  in  the  time  of  public  and  social  worship,  the 
faking  and  prayin|  of  women  in  the  church  and  in  mixed  assem- 
hlies,^die  meeting  of  children  b^  themselves  for  religious  worship, 
and  sin^g  and  pnmng  aloud  m  die  streets;  but  far  more  to  the 
unrestrained  zeal  of  a  considerable  number  of  misguided  men ;— * 
some  of  them,  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  others,  lay-exhorters ; — 
who,  intending  to  take  Mr.  Whitefield  as  their  model,  travelled  fix>m 
t>lace  to  place,  preaching  and  exhorting  wherever  they  could  col- 
lect an  audience ;  pronounced  definitivelpr  and  unhesitatingly  with 
respect  to  the  piety  of  individuals,  both  mmisters  and  private  chris- 
tians ;  and,  whenever  diey  judged  a  minister,  or  a  majority  of  his 
church,  destitute  of  piety ; — ^which  they  usually  did,  not  on  account 
of  their  false  principles  or  dieir  irreligious  life,  but  for  their  want  of  an 
ardour  and  zeal  equal  to  their  own ; — advised,  in  the  one  case,  the 
whole  church  to  i;mhdraw  from  the  minister  ;  and,  in  the  other,  a 
imnontj  to  separate  themselves  from  the  minority,  and  to  form  a 
distinct  church  and  congregation.  This  indiscreet  advice,  had,  at 
times,  too  much  mfluence,  and  occasioned  in  some  places  the  sun- 
dering of  churches  and  congregations,  in  others  the' removal  qf 
ministers,  and  in  others  the  separation  of  individuals  from  the  com- 
munion of  thdbr  brethren,  it  thus  introduced  contentions  and 
quarrels  into  churches  and  families,  alienated  ministers  fjxim  each 
other,  and  from  dieir  people,  and  produced,  in  the  places  where 
these  consequences  were  most  discernible,  a  wide-spread  and  rivet- 
ted  prejudice  against  revivals  of  religion*  It  is  deserving  perhaps 
«f  enquiry,  miether  die  subsequent  slumber  of  the  American 
Church,  for  nearly  seventy  years,  may  not  be  ascribed,  in  an  impor- 
tant degree,  to  the  fatal  re-action  of  diese  unhappy  measures. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  on  Mr.  Whitefield,  (although  by  his 
multiplied  and  successful  labours  he  was  the  means  of  mcalculable 
good  to  the  churches  of  America,  as  well  as  to  those  of  England 
and  Scodand,)  these  evils  are,  to  a  conaderable  degree,  to  be 
charged,  as  having  first  led  the  way  in  this  career  or  irregularity 
and  disorder.  He  did  not  go  as  far  as  some  of  his  followers ;  but 
he  opened  a  wide  door,  and  went  great  lengths  in  these  forbidden 
padis ;  and  his  imiutors,  having  less  discretion  and  experience, 
ventured,  under  the  cover  of  his  example,  even  beyond  me  limits 
which  he  himself  was  afraid  to  pass.  His^  pubUshed  journals  show, 
diat  he  was  accustomed  to  decide  too  autlK)ritatively,  whether  oth- 
ers, particularly  ministers,  were  converted ;  as  well  as  to  insist  that 
churches  ought  to  remove  those,  whom  they  regarded  as  uncon- 
verted ministers ;  and  that  individual  christians  or  minorities  of 
churches,  yvhere  a  majority  refused  to  do  this,  were  bound  to  sepa- 
rate themsehres.    Mr.  Edwards,  wholly  disapproving  of  this  con- 
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duct,  conversed  with  Mr.  Whitefield  freely,  in  the  presence  of 
others,  about  his  practice  of  pronouncing  ministers,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  christian  church,  unconverted ;  and  declares  that  he 
supposed  him  to  be  of  the  opinion,  that  unconverted  mkiisters 
ought  not  to  be  continued  in  the  ministry  ;  and  that  he  supposed 
that  he  endeavoured  to  propagate  this  c^nion,  and  a  practice  agree- 
rf)le  thereto.  The  same  may  be  said,  in  substance,  of  Mr.  G» 
Tennent,  Mr.  Finley,  and  Mr.  Davenport,  aM  of  whom  became 
early  convinced  of  their  errcwr,  and  vnth  christian  sincerity  openly  ac- 
knowledged it.  At  the  same  time,  while  these  things  were  to  be 
regretted  in  themselves,  and  still  more  so  in  their  unhappy  conse- 
quences, the  evidence  is  clear  diat,  in  far  the  greater  number  of 
!)laces,  these  irregularities  and  disorders,  if  in  any  degree  preval- 
ent, were  never  predominant ;  and  that  the  attetition  to  religion  in 
these  places,  while  it  continued,  was  most  obviously  a  ereat  and 
powerful  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  testimony  of  the  minis- 
ters of  those  places,  on  these  points,  is  explicit,  it  is  given  with 
great  caution,  and  with  the  utmost  candour;  it  acknowledges  firank- 
fy  the  evils  then  experienced ;  and  it  details  the  actusd  moral 
change  wrought  in  individuals  and  in  society  at  large,  in  such  a 
manner,  that  no  one,  who  believes  in  regeneration  as  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  can  doubt  that  this  change  was  effect^  by  the 
finger  of  Gcd. 

Though  the  attention  to  reKgion,  at  this  period,  was  raqre  pow- 
erful and  more  universal  at  Northampton,  dian  in  almost  any  other 
congregation,  there  was  yet  scarcefy  one  in  which  so  few  of  these 
evils  were  experienced.  The  reason  was,  that  their  spiritual  guide 
had  already  iormed,  in  his  own  mind,  settled  principles  respecting 
a  genuine  Revival  of  religion — as  to  its  cause,  its  nature,  and  in  the 
most  important  points,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  treat- 
ed. He  regarded  it  as  caused — ^not  by  Appeals  Ur  the  feelings  or 
the  passions,  but — ^by  the  Truth  of  Grod  brought  home  to  the  mind, 
in  a  subordinate  sense  by  the  preaching  of  the  Grospel,  but  in  a  far 
higher  sense  by  the  immediate  agency  of  die  Holy  Spirit.  He 
considered  such  an  event,  so  far  as  man  is  concerned,  as  the  simple 
effect  of  a  practical  attention  to  Truth,  on  the  conscience  sind  the 
heart.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  great,  and  in  a  sense  his  only,  duty 
therefore,  to  urge  Divine  Truth  on  the  feelings  and  consciences  of 
his  hearers,  with  all  possible  solemnity  and  power.  How  he  in 
fact  urged  it,  his  published  sermons  will  show. 

Yet  even  in  Northampfon,  many  things  occurred,  which  not  only 
ivere  deviations  from  decorum  and  good-  sense,  but  were  directly 
calculated,  as  fer  as  they  prevailed,  to  change  that,  which,  in  its 
Commencement,  was,  to  an  uncommon  degree,  a  silent  and  power- 
ful work  of  divine  grace,  into  a  scene  of  confusion  and  disorder. 
This  was  owing  chiefly  to  contagion  from  without.  "  The  former 
part  of  the  revival  of  religion,  in  1740  and  1741,  seemed  to  be 
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much  more  pure,  having  less  of  a  conupt  mixture  than  in  that  of 
1736  and.  1736. — ^But  in  1742,  it  was  otherwise :  the  work  con- 
tinued more  pure  till  we  were  infected  from  abroad.  Our  people 
hearing  of,  and  some  of  them  seeing,  the  work  in  other  places, 
where  there  was  a  greater  visible  commotion  than  here,  and  the 
outward  appearances  were  more  extraordinary,  their  eyes  were 
dazzled  with  the  high  professions  and  great  show  that  some  made, 
who  came  in  hither- from  other  places.  That  these  people  went  so  far 
before  them  in  raptures  and  violent  emotions  of  the  afiections,  and  a 
vehement  zeal,  and  what  they  called  boldness  for  Christy  our  peo- 
ple were  ready  to  think  was  owing  to  far  greater  attamments  in 
grace  and  btimacy  with  heaven.  These  tilings  had  a  strange  in- 
fluence on  the  people,  and  gave  many  of  them  a  deep  and  unhappy 
tincture,  from  which  it  was  a  hard  and  long  labour  to  deliver  them, 
and  fix>m  which  some  of  them  are  not  fully  delivered,  to  this  day.'' 

In  many  parishes,  where  the  attention  to  religion  commenced  in 
17 12,  it  was  extensively,  if  not  chiefly,  of  this  unhappy  character. 
This  was  particularly  true  in  the  eastern  part  of  Ccmnecticut,  and 
in  the  eastern  and  south  eastern  part,  and  some  of  the  more  central 
parishes,  of  Massachusetts.  Churches  and  congregations  were 
torn  asunder,  many  ministers  were  dismissed,  churches  of  a  sepa- 
ratical  character  were  formed,  the  peace  of  society  was  permanently 
broken  up,  and  a  revival  of  religion  became  extensively,  in  the 
view  of  the  community,  another  name  for  the  prevalence  of  fanati- 
cism, disorder  and  misrule.  This  unhappy  and  surprisbg  change' 
ahould  prove  an  everlasting  beacon  to  the  Church  of  God. 

I  HAVE  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  the  ^^  Narrative  of 
Surprising  Conversions"  was  repeatedly  published,  and  extensively 
ciitulated,  throughout  England  and  Scotland.  The  same,  was 
true  of  Mr.  Edwards'  Five  Sermons  preached  during  the  revival 
of  religion  in  1734 — 5,  and  of  his  Discourse  on  "  the  Distinguish- 
ing Marks  of  a  Work  of  the  Spirit  of  Grod."  The  eflfect  of  these 
publications,  particularly  of  tlie  first,  was  in  the  latter  country  great 
and  salutary.  The  eyes  both  of  ministers  and  christians  were  ex- 
tensively opened  to  the  fact,  that  an  efiusion  of  the  Spirit,  resem- 
bling in  some  good  degree  those  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Aposdes,  might  take  place,  and  might  rationally  be  expected  to 
take  place,  in  modem  times,  in  consequence  of  the  direct  and 
powerfrd  application  of  similar  means.  Scotland  was  at  that  time 
favoured  with  the  labours  of  many  clergymen,  gready  respected 
for  their  piety  and  talents ;  among  whom  were  the  Rev.  William 
M'CuLLOCH  of  Cambuslang,  the  Rev.  John  Robe  of  Kilsyth,  the 
Rev.  John  M'Laurin  of  Glaseow,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gillespijc 
of  Camoch,  the  Rev.  John  Willison  of  Dundee,  and  the  Re\ . 
John  Erskine  of  Kirkintilloch,  afterwards  Dr.  Erskine  of  Ed- 
inburgh. These  gentlemen,  and  many  of  their  associates  in  the 
ministiry,  appear,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  to  have 
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preached,  not  only  widi  great  plaiimeas  and  fenreDcy,  but  with  thv 
strongest  confidence  of  immediate  and  great  success ;  and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  the  Church  of  Scotland  soon  witnessed  a  state 
of  things,  to  which  she  bad  long  been  a  stranger* 

In  Februaiy,  1742,  a  revival  of  religion  began  at  Canibuslai^g^ 
the  parish  of  Mr.  M'CuUoch,  ibur  miles  from  Glasgow,  resembling 
in  its  power  and  rapidity,  and  tlie  number  of  conversions,  that  in 
Northampton,  in  1734 — 5 ;  and  in  the  course  of  that  year,  scenes 
of  a  similar  nature  were  witnessed  in  Kilsyth,  Glasgow,  Dundee, 
Camock,  Kirkintilloch,  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  and  upwards  of 
diirty  towns  and  villages,  in  various  parts  of  that  kingdom.  Thuy 
the  darkness  which  covers  the  earth,  was  dispersed,  for  a  season, 
from  over  these  two  countries,  and  the  clear  light  of  heaven  shone 
(down  upon  them,  with  no  intervening  cloud.  In  such  circumstan- 
ces, it  mieht  naturall}^  be  expected,  that  the  prominent  clergymen 
in  both,  feeling  a  common  interest,  and  being  engaged  in  similar 
labours,  would  soon  open  a  mutual  correspondence. 

The  first  of  Mr.  Edwards'  correspondents  in  Scotland,  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M'Laurin  of  Glasgow ;  but,  unfortunately,  I  have  been 
able  to  procure  none  of  the  letters  which  passed  between  them. 
That  gentleman,  in  the  early  part  of  1743,.  having  informed  Mr. 
Edwards  that  his  fiiend,  Mr.  M'CuUoch  of  Cambuslang,  had  in- 
tended to  write  to  him  with  the  view  of  offering  a  correspondence, 
but  had  failed  of  the  expected  opportuni^ ;  Mr.  Edwards  address- 
ed to  the  latter  the  following  letter. 

"  To  the  Rev.  William  M'Culloch,  Cambiralang. 

'^  JVarthampion,  May  12, 1743. 

•*Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Mr.  M'Laurin  of  Glasgow,  in  a  letter  he  has  lately  sent  me, 
informs  me  of  your  proposing  to  write  a  letter  to  me,  and  of  your 
being  prevented  by  the  failing  of  the  expected  opportunity.  I 
thank  you.  Rev.  Sir,  tliat  you  had  such  a  thmg  in  your  heart.  We 
were  informed  last  year,  by  the  printed  and  well  attested  narra- 
tive, of  the  glorious  work  of  God  in  your  parish ;:  which  we  have 
rince  understood  has  spread  into  many  odier  towns  and  parishes 
in  that  part  of  Scotland :  especially  are  we  informed  of  this  by  Mr. 
Robes'  Narrative,  and  I  perceive  by  some  papers  of  the  Weekly 
History,  sent  me  by  Mr.  M'Laurm  of  Glasgow,  that  the  work  has 
continued  to  make  glorious  progress  at  Cambuslang,  even  till  it 
has  prevailed  to  a  wonderful  degree  indeed.  Grod  has  highly  fa- 
voured and  honoured  you,  dear  Sir,  which  may  justly  render  your 
name  precious  to  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  live  in 
a  day  wherein  God  is  doing  marvellous  thbgs :  in  that  respect,  we 
are  distinguished  from  former  generations.  God  has  wrought  great 
things  in  New-England,  which,  though  exceedingly  gk)rious,have  all 
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obflg  been  attended  with  some  threatening  clouds ;  which,  from 
the  beginning,  caused  me  to  apprehend  some  great  stop  or  check 
t6  be  put  to  the  work,  before  it  should  be  begun  and  carried  on  in 
its  genuine  purity  and  beauty,  to  subdue  all  before  it,  and  to  pre* 
vail  with  an  irresistible  and  continual  progress  and  triumph ;  and 
it  is  come  to  pass  according  to  my  appreheninons.  But  yet  I  can- 
not think  otherwise,  than  that  what  has  now  been  domg,  is  the 
forerunner  of  something  vastly  greater,  more  pure,  and  more  ex- 
tensive. I  can't  think  that  God  has  come  down  from  heaven,  and 
done  such  great  things  before  our  eyes,  and  gone  so  much  beside 
and  beyond  his  usual  way  of  wcnrking,  and  wrought  so  wonderfully* 
and  that  he  has  gone  away  with  a  design  to  leave  things  thus. 
Who  hath  heard  such  a  thing  ?  Who  hath  seen  such  things?  And 
will  Grod,  when  he  has  wrought  so  wonderfully,  and  made  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  in  one  day,  bring  to  the  birth  and  not  cause  to 
brmg  forth  ?  And  shall  he  cause  to  bring  forth,  and  shut  the  womb  ? 
Isaiah  Ixvi.  8,  9.  I  live  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  in  great  in- 
6rmity  of  body,  and  nothing  is  more  uncertam,  than  whether  I 
shall  live  to  see  it :  but,  I  b^Ueve  God  will  revive  his  work  again 
before  long,  and  that  it  wiH  not  wholly  cease  till  it  has  subdued  the 
whole  earth.  But  God  is  now  going  and  returning  to  his  place, 
till  we  acknowledge  our  ofience,  and  I  hope  to  humble  his  church 
in  New-England,  and  purify  it,  and  so  fit  it  for  yet  greater  com- 
fort, that  he  designs  in  due  time  to  bestow  upon  it.  God  may  deal 
with  his  church,  as  he  deals  with  a  particular  saint ;  commonly,  af- 
ter his  first  comfort,  the  clouds  return,  and  there  is  a  season  of  re- 
markable darkness,  and  hiding  of  God's  face,  and  bufifetings  of  Sa- 
tan ;  but  all  to  fit  for  greater  mercy ;  and  as  it  was  with  Christ  him- 
self, who,  presently  alter  the  heavens  were  opened  above  his  head, 
and  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  upon  him,  and  God  wonderfully  tes* 
tified  his  love  to  him,  was  driven  into  the  wilderness,  to  be  tempt- 
ed of  the  devil  forty  days.  I  hope  God  will  show  us  our  errors, 
and  teach  us  wisdom  by  his  present  withdrawings.  Now  in  the 
day  of  adveraty,  we  have  time  and  cause  to  consider,  and  begin 
now  to  have  opportunity  to  see  the  consequences  of  our  conduct* 
I  wish  that  God's  ministers  and  people,  every  where,  would  take 
warning  by  our  errors,  and  the  calamities  that  are  the  issue  of 
them.  I  have  mentioned  several  things,  in  my  letters  to  Mr. 
M'Laurin  and  Mr.  Robe ;  another  I  might  have  mentioned,  that 
most  evidendy  proves  of  ifl  consequence,  that  is,  we  have  run  firom 
one  extreme  to  another,  with  respect  to  talking  of  experiences  } 
that  whereas  formerly  there  was  too  great  a  reservedness  in  this 
matter,  of  late  many  have  gone  to  an  unbounded  openness,  fre- 
quency and  constancy,  in  talking  of  their  experiences,  declaring  al- 
most every  thing  that  passes  between  God  and  their  own  souls, 
every  where,  and  before  every  body.  Among  other  iD  conse- 
quences of  such  a  practice,  tiiis  is  one,  ttat  rehgion  runs  all  into 
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that  channel ;  and  religion  is  placed  very  much  in  it,  so  that  th# 
strength  of  it  seems  to  be  spent  in  it ;  that  other  duties,  that  are  of 
vastly  greater  importance,  have  been  looked  upon  as  light  in  compa- 
rison of  this,  so  that  other  parts  of  religion  have  been  really  much 
injured  thereby  ;  as  when  we  see  a  tree  excessively  full  of  leaves, 
we  find  so  much  less  fruit ;  and  when  a  cloud  arises  with  an  ex- 
cessive degree  of  wind,  we  have  the  less  rain.  How  much,  dear 
Sir,  does  God's  church  at  such  a  day,  need  the  constant  gracious 
care  and  guidismce  of  our  good  Shepherd ;  and  especially,  we  that 
are  ministers. 

"  I  should  be  glad,  dear  Sir,  of  a  remembrance  in  your  prayers, 
and  also  of  your  help,  by  informations  and  instructions,  by  what 
you  find  in  your  experience  in  Scotland.  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  one  part  of  the  church  of  God,  thus  to  help  another. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 

'^  Brother  and  servant  in  Jesus  Christ, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  foUowing  is  the  answer  of  Mr.  ATCuUoch,  to  the  preceding 
letter. 

"  Cambudang,  Aug.  13,  1743. 

*'  Rev.  and  deab  Sir, 

"The  happy  period  in  which  we  live,  and  the  times  of  refresh- 
ing from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  wherewith  you  first  were  visit- 
ed, in  Northampton,  in  the  year  1734 :  and  then,  more  generallyi 
in  New  England,  in  1740,  and  1741 ;  and  then  we,  in  several  pla- 
ces in  Scodand,  in  1742,  and  1743;  and  the  strong  opposition 
made  to  this  work,  with  you  and  with  us,  checked  by  an  mfinitely 
superior  Power ;  often  brings  to  my  mind  that  prophecy,  Isaiah  lix. 
19 ;  "So  shall  they  fear  the  name  of  tlie  Lord  irom  the  West ;  and 
his  glory  from  the  Rising  of  the  sun;  When  the  enemy  shaU  come 
in  as  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against 
him."  I  cannot  help  thbkmg  that  this  pro{^ecy,  eminently  pomts 
at  our  times;  and  begins  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  multitudes  of  souls 
that  are  bringing  in  to  fear  the  Lord,  to  worship  God  in  Christ,  in 
whom  his  name  is,  and  to  see  his  glory  in  his  sanctuary.  And  it 
is,  to  me,  pretty  remarkable,  that  the  prophet  here  foretells  they 
should  do  so,  in  the  period  he  points  at,  not  from  East  to  West, 
but  from  West  to  East ;  mentioning  the  West  before  the  East, 
contrary  to  the  usual  way  of  speaking  in  other  prophecies, 
as  where  Malachi  foreteUs,  that  the  name  of  the  Lord  should  be 
sreat  among  the  Getdles,  from  the  Rising  of  the  sun  to  the  West, 
^al.  i.  u!)  And  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  many  should  come  from 
the  East  and  West,  Jic.  (Matthew  viii.  11.)  And  in  this  order  it 
was,  that  the  light  of  thp  gospel  came  to  dawn  on  the  several  na- 
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tions,  in  the  propagation  of  it  through  the  world.  But  tlie  prophet 
here,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  chooses  all  lib 
words  in  infinite  wisdom,  puts  the  West  before  the  East;  inttad- 
ing,  as  I  conceive,  therel^  to  signify,  that  the  glorious  revival  of 
religion,  and  the  wide  and  diffiisive  spread  of  vital  christianit}',,in 
the  latter  times  of  the  gospel,  should  begin  in  the  more  westerly 
parts,  and  proceed  to  these  more  easterly.  And  while  it  should  be 
doinc  so,  or  shortly  after,  great  oppositon  should  arise,  the  emmy 
shotUd  come  in  as  a  flood :  Satan  should,  with  great  violence,  asn 
sault  particular  beUevii^  souls ;  aiid  stir  up  men  to  malign  and  re- 
proach the  work  of  God ;  and,  it's  Ukely  also,  raise  a  terrible  per- 
secution against  the  church.  But  while  the  enemy  might  seem, 
for  a  time,  to  be  thus  carrying  all  before  him,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  should  lift  up  a  standard  against  him  ;  give  a  banner  to  them 
thtit  fear  Him,  and  animate  them  to  display  it  for  the  truth,  and 
make  his  word  mightily, to  prevail,  and  bear  down  all  opposing 
power.  For  on  what  side  soever  the  Almighty  and  Eternal  Spi- 
rit of  Jehovah  lifts  up  a  standard,  there  the  victory  is  certain ;  and 
we  may  be  sure  he  will  lift  it  up  in  defence  of  his  own  work.  The 
Chaldee  paraphrase  makes  the  words  in  the  latter  part  of  this  verse, 
to  allude  to  the  river  Euphrates,  when  k  breaks  over  all  ts  banks, 
and  overflows  the  adjacent  plains ;  thus,  when  persecutors  shall 
come  in,  as  the  inundation  of  the  river  Euphrates,  they  shall 
be  broke  in  pieces  by  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

^^  The  whoie  of  this  verse  seems  to  me,  to  have  an  aspect  to  the 
present  and  past  times,  for  some  years.  The  Sun  of  Kighteous- 
ness,  has  been  making  his  course  from  West  to  East,  and  shed- 
ding his  benign  and  quickening  influences,  on  poor  forlorn  and  be- 
nighted souls  in  places  vastly  distant  ft-om  one  another.  But  clouds 
have  arisen  and  intercepted  his  reviving  beams.  The  enemy  of 
salvation  has  broke  in,  as  an  overflowing  flood,  almost  overwhelmed 
poor  souls,  newly  come  into  the  spiritual  world^  after  they  had  got 
some  gUmpse  of  the  glory  of  Christ,  with  a  deluge  of  temptations ; 
floods  of  ungodly  men,  sdrred  up  by  Satan,  and  their  natural  en- 
mity at  religion,  have  aflSrighted  them :  mistaken  and  prejudiced 
firiends  have  disowned  them.  «  Many  such  things  have  already  be- 
fallen the  subjects  of  this  glorious  work  of  Grod  of  late  years.  But 
I  apprehend  more  general  and  formidable  trials  are  yet  to  come  : 
and  that  the  enemy's  commg  in  as  a  flood,  may  relate  to  a  flood  of  er- 
rws  or  persecutions  of  fierce  enemies,  rushing  in  upon  the  church, 
and  threatening  to  swallow  her  up.  But  our  comfort  is,  that  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  of  Ifosts  will  Uft  up  a  standard,  against  all  the 
combined  powers  of  earth  and  hell,  and  put  them  to  flight :  and 
Christ  having  begun  to  conquer,  so  remarkably,  will  go  on  from 
conquering  to  conquer,  till  die  whole  earth  be  nlled  with  liis  glor}\ 
Rev.  xii.  15 ;  Isaiah  xvii.  12,  13. 

"  I  mention  these  things,  dear  Sir,  not  for  your  information,  for 
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I  know  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  3^ou;  but  to  show  my  agreemeul 
with  you,  in  what  you  express  as  your  sentiments,  that  what  ha» 
now  been  a  doing  is  the  fore-runner  of  something  vastly  greater, 
more  pure,  and  more  extenave,  and  that  God  wiU  revive  his  work 
again,  ere  long,  and  that  it  wiU  not  wholly  cease,  till  it  has  subdued 
the  whole  earth :  and,  without  pretendu^  to  prophecy,  to  hint  a 
litde  at  the  ground  of  my  expectations.  Only  rm  afraid,  (which 
is  a  thing  you  do  not  hint  at)  that  before  these  gbrious  times,  some 
dreadful  stroke  or  trial  may  yet  be  abiding  us*  May  the  Lord  pre- 
pare us  for  it.  But  as  to  this,  I  cannot  and  dare  not  peremptorily 
determine.  All  things  I  give  up  to  farther  light,  without  pretend- 
ing to  fix  the  times  and  seasons  for  God's  great  and  wonderful 
works,  which  he  has  reserved  in  his  own  power,  and  the  certain 
knowledge  of  which  he  has  locked  up  in  his  own  breast." 

The  same  conveyance  brought  Mr.  Edwards  the  following  Let-" 
ier,  fi*om  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robe,  of  Kili^th. 

'' EUsyth,  Avg.  16,  1143. 

^^  Rev.  Sir,  and  vert  dear  Brother, 

<'  We  Acknowledge,  with  praise  and  thanks,  the  Lord's  keeping 
his  work  hitherto,  with  tM,  free  from  those  errors  and  disorders, 
which,  through  the  subtilty  of  the  serpent,  and  corruptions  even  of 
good  men,  were  mixed  with  it  in  New  England.  As  this  was  no 
more  just  ground  of  objection  against  what  was  among  you,  being 
a  real  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  than  the  same  things  were  against 
the  work  of  God  in  Corinth,  and  other  places,  at  the  first  conver- 
sion of  the  Pagans,  and  afterwards  at  the  Reformation  from  Popery ; 
so  the  many  adversaries  to  this  blessed  work  here,  have  as  fully  made 
use  of  all  those  errors,  disorders,  and  blemishes,  against  it  there, 
as  objections,  as  if  they  had  really  been  here.  The  most  unsea- 
sonable accounts  from  America,  the  most  scurrilous  and  bitter 
pamphlets,  and  representations  firom  mistaking  brethren,  were 
much  and  zealously  propagated.  Qnlv  it  was  over-ruled  by  Pro- 
vidence, that  those  letters  and  papers  dn^ped  what  was  a  real  tes- 
timony to  the  goodness  of  the  work,  they  designed  to  defame  and 
render  odious.  Many  thinking  persons  ciHicluded,  from  the  gross 
calumnies  forged  and  spread  against  the  Lord's  work  here,  within 
a  few  miles  of  them,  that  such  stories  from  America,  could  not  be 
much  depended  upon. 

"  What  you  write  about  the  trial  of  extraordinary  joys  and  rap- 
tures, by  their  concomitants  and  effects,  is  most  solid ;  and  our 
pi^ctice,  by  all  I  know,  hath  been  confonnable  to  it.  It  hath  been 
m  the  strongest  manner  declared,  that  no  degree  of  ^ch  rapturous 
joys  evidenced  them  to  be  from  God,  unless  they  led  to  God,  and 
c^mied  with  them  those  things  which  accompany  salvation.     Such 
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conditional  applications  of  the  promises  of  grace  and  glory  as  you 
justly  reconunend,  hath  been  all  along  our  manner.  A  holy  fear 
of  caution  and  watchfulness,  hath  been  much  pressed  upon  the  sub- 
jects of  this  work,  who  appeared  to  believe  through  grace.  And 
what  is  greatly  comfortable,  and  reason  of  great  praise  to  our  God, 
is,  that  there  is,  as  is  yet  known  to  any  one  in  these  bounds,  no  cer- 
tain instance  of  what  can  be  called  apostacy ;  and  not  above  four 
instances  of  any  who  have  fallen  into  any  gross  sin. 

**  As  to  the  state  and  progress  of  this  blessed  work  here,  and  in 
other  places,  it  is  as  followeth.  Since  the  account  given  in  the 
several  prints  of  my  narrative,  which  I  understand  is  or  will  be  at 
Boston  ;  the  awakening  of  secure  sinners  hath  and  doth  continue 
in  this  congregation ;  but  not  in  such  multitudes  as  last  year,  neither 
can  it  be  reasonably  expected.  What  is  ground  of  joy  and  praise 
is,  that  there  scarce  ham  been  two  or  three  weeks,  but  wherein  I 
have  some  instance  of  persons  newly  awakened,  besides  several 
come  to  my  knowledge  who  have  been  awakened,  and  appear  in 
a  most  hopeful  state,  before  they  were  known  to  me.  Ol  which  I 
had  an  instance  yesterday,  of  a  cirl  awakened,  as  she  saith,  in  Oc- 
tober last.  I  have,  at  writing  this,  an  instance  of  a  woman  who  ap- 
pears to  have  obtained  a  good  issue  of  her  awakening  last  year : 
though  I  supposed  it  had  come  to  nothing,  through  her  intermitting 
to  come  to  me  of  a  long  time.  There  is  this  difference  in  this 
parish  betwixt  the  awakening  last  year  and  now ;  that  some  of  their 
bodies  have  been  affected  by  their  fears,  in  a  convulsive  or  hys- 
teric way ;  and  yet  the  inward  distress  of  some  of  them  hatli 
been  very  sharp.  I  have  seen  two  or  three,  who  have  fainted  un- 
der apprehension  of  the  hiding  of  God's  face,  or  of  their  having  re- 
ceived the  Lord's  supper  unworthily.  In  some  of  the  neighbour- 
ing congregations,  where  this  blessed  work  was  last  year,  tliere  are 
instances  of  discernible  awakenings,  this  summer.  In  the  large  pa- 
rish of  St.  Ninians,  to  the  north  of  this,  I  was  witness  to  the  awaken- 
ing of  some,  and  conversed  with  others  awakened,  the  middle  of  July 
last.  In  the  parish  of  Sintrie  to  the  west  of  St.  Ninians  there  were 
several  newly  awakened  at  the  giving  the  Lord's  supper,  about  the 
end  of  July.  In  Gargunnock,  Kippen,  Killem  farther  north  and  west, 
the  Lord's  work  is  yet  discernible.    At  Muthel,  which  is  about  twen- 

Sr  miles  north  from  this,  the  minister  wrote  me  about  the  middle  of 
uly,  that  this  blessed  work,  which  hath  appeared  there  since  last 
summer  as  at  Cambuslang,  yet  continued  ;  and  hath  spread  into 
other  parishes,  and  reacheth  even  to  the  Highlands  bordering  upon 
that  parish. 

"  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  having  good  accounts  of  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  shires  of  Rosse  and  Nairn  among 
the  northermost  parts  of  Scotland.  There  was  more  than  ordinary 
seriousness,  in  some  parishes,  in  hearing  the  word,  and  in  a  con- 
cern about  their  souls,  in  the  spring,  wben  1  saw  some  godly  minis- 
VoL.  I.  26 
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ters  from  those  bounds.  This  more  than  ordinary  seriousness  in 
hearing,  and  about  communion  times,  is  observable  in  several  parts 
in  Scotland,  this  summer.  Societies  for  prayer  setting  up  where 
there  were  none,  and  in  o^her  places  increasing.  A  concern  among 
the  young  are  in  some  of  the  least  hopeful  places  in  Scotland,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Meuse  near  the  English  borders.  There  is  a  great 
likelihood  of  the  Lord's  doing  good  by  the  gospel,  in  this  discerni- 
ble way,  in  those  bounds.  Mr.  M'Laurin,  my  dear  brother,  gives 
you  an  account  of  the  progress  of  this  work  to  the  west  of  Glas- 
gow, and  other  places.  There  have  been  very  extraordinary 
manifestations  of  die  love  of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus,  unto  his  people, 
in  the  use  of  the  holy  supper,  and  in  the  dispensation  of  the  word 
about  that  time,  this  summer :  Which  hath  made  die  Lord's^  peo- 
ple desire  it  a  second  time  in  these  congregations  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  It  was  given  here  upon  the  first  Sabbath  of  July, 
and  is  to  be  given  hero  next  Lord's  day,  a  second  time,  upon  such 
a  desire. 

"  Your  affectionate  brother  and  servant 
"  In  our  dearest  Lord, 

^^  James  Robe," 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

First  Iniervieto  mth  David  Brainerd. — Separations  from  Church- 
es,— Letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  fVlutman. — Correspondence  vnth  Mr. 
Clap. — Character  of  that  gentleman. — Sermon  ai  the  Ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  AbcrcTomhie. — Letter  to  Mr.  M^CuUoch. — Views 
of  the  Prophecies  J  relative  to  the  Church. — Sermon  at  the  Ordi- 
nation of  Mr.  Buell. 

In  September,  1743,  Mr.  Edwards,  while  attending  the  public 
commencenient  at  New  Haven,  first  became  acquainted  witli  David 
Brainerd,  then  a  Missionary  at  Kaunaumeek.  Braioerd,  when  a 
sophomore  in  college,  in  ccHisequence  of  some  indiscreet  remarks, 
uttered  in  the  ardour  of  his  religious  zeal,  respecting  tlie  opposition 
of  two  ol  the  Faculty  to  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  but  wliich 
a  generous  mind  would  have  wholly  disregarded,  had  been  expel- 
led from  the  college.  As  this  was  tlie  commencement,  at  which 
his  class  were  to  receive  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  he  came  to  New 
Haven  to  attempt  a  reconciliation  with  the  Faculty,  and  made  to 
them  a  truly  humble  and  christian  acknowledgment  of  his  fault. 
"  I  was  witness,"  says  Mr.  Edwards,  "  to  the  very  christian  spirit 
which  Brainerd  showed  at  that  time  ;  being  then  at  New  Haven, 
and  one  whom  he  thought  fit  to  consult  on  that  occasion.  There 
truly  appeared  in  him  a  great  degree  ol  calmness  and  humility  ; 
without  the  least  appearance  of  rising  of  spuit  for  any  ill-treatment 
which  he  supposed  he  had  suffered,  or  the  least  backwardness  to 
abase  himself  before  those,  who,  as  he  thought,  had  wronged  him. 
What  he  did  was  without  any  objection  or  appearance  of  reluc- 
tance, even  in  private  to  his  fiicnds,  to  whom  he  freely  opened 
himself.  Earnest  application  was  made  on  his  behalf,  that  he  might 
have  liis  degree  then  given  him ;  and  particularly  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Burr  bf  Newark,  one  of  the  Correspondents  of  the  Honourable 
Society,  in  Scodand ;  he  being  sent  from  New  Jersey  to  New  Ha- 
ven, by  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners,  for  that  end ;  and  many 
arguments  were  used,  but  without  success.  He  desired  his  degree, 
as  he  thought  it  would  tend  to  his  being  more  extensively  useful ; 
but  still,  when  he  was  denied  it,  he  manifested  no  disappointment 


I  HAVE  already  alluded  to  llie  numerous  separations  of  individual 
members,  from  the  churches  to  which  they  belonged,  which  occur- 
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red  about  this  period,  and  usually  for  the  alleged  want  of  piety, 
either  of  the  minister  or  of  the  church.  As  these  commonly  took 
place  without  a  regular  dismission,  it  became  a  practical  question 
of  some  interest,  how  the  withdrawmg  members  rfiould  be  treated. 
Mr.  Edwards,  having  been  consulted  on  this  subject,  with  refer- 
ence to  some  of  the  members  of  the  second  church  in  Hartford, 
who  had  thus  withdrawn,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  min- 
ister of  that  church. 

"  To  the  Rev.  Elnathan  Whitman,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

^^  JVorthamptoTiy  Feb.  9,  1744. 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

**  Mr.  P was  here  this  week,  and  requested  my  c^inion, 

with  respect  to  the  proper  treatment  of  a  number  of  persons,  who 
have  absented  themselves  from  your  meeting,  and  have  since 
attended  public  worship  in  W .  I  declined  giving  any  opin- 
ion, except  a  very  general  one^  to  him ;  but,  on  reflexion,  have 
concluded  to  express  my  thoughts  to  you,  as  a  friend,  leaving  you 
to  attach  to  them  such  weight,  as  you  may  see  cause. 

"As  to  differences,  among  professing  christians,  of  opinion  and 
practice,  about  things  that  appertain  to  religion,  and  the  worship  of 
Grod,  I  am  ready  to  think  that  you  and  I  are  agreed,  as  to  the  ge- 
neral principles  of  liberty  of  conscience ;  and  that  riien's  using 
methods  with  their  neighbours,  to  oblige  them  to  a  conformity  to 
their  sentiments  or  way,  is  in  nothing  so  unreasonable,  as  m  the 
worship  of  God ;  because  that  is  a  business,  in  which  each  person 
acts  for  himself,  with  his  Creator  and  Supreme  Judge,  as  one  con- 
cerned for  his  own  acceptance  with  him ;  and  on  which  depends 
his  own,  and  not  his  neighbour's,  eternal  happiness,  and  salvation 
from  everlasting  ruin.  And  it  is  an  aflair,  wherein  every  man  is 
infinitely  more  concerned  with  his  Creator,  than  he  is  with  his  neigh- 
/  hour.  And  so  I  suppose,  that  it  will  be  allowed,  that  every  man 
I  ought  to  be  left  to  his  own  conscience,  in  what  he  judges  will  be 
I  most  acceptable  to  (Sod,  or  what  he  supposes  is  the  will  of  God,  as 
J  to  the  kind,  or  manner,  or  means  of  worship,  or  the  society  of  wor- 
'  shippers  he  should  join  vrith  in  worship.  Not  but  that  a  great 
abuse,  may  be  made  of  this  doctrine  of  liberty  of  conscience,  in  the 
worship  of  God.  I  know  that  many  are  ready  to  justify  every 
thing  in  their  own  conduct,  from  this  doctrine,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
that  men's  pretence  of  conscience,  is  always  to  be  regarded,  when 
made  use  of  to  justify  their  charging  the  society  of  worshippers 
they  unite  with,  or  the  means  of  then:  worship,  or  indeed  the  kind 
or  manner  of  their  worship.  Men  may  make  this  pretence  at 
times  under  such  cu*cumstances,  that  they  may,  obviously,  be  wor- 
thy of  no  credit  in  what  they  pretend.  It  may  be  manifest  fi-om  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  their  own  manner  of  be- 
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haviour,  that  it  is  not  conscience^  but  petulancy,  and  malice,  and 
wilfulness,  and  obstinacy,  that  influence  them.  And,  therefore,  it 
seems  to  me  evident,  that,  when  such  pleas  are  made,  those  that 
are  especially  concerned  with  them  as  persons  that  are  peculiarly 
obliged  to  take  care  of  their  souls,  have  no  other  way  to  do,  but  to 
ccxisider  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  from  thence 
to  judge  whether  the  case  be  such  as  will  admit  of  such  a  plea,  or 
whether  the  nature  of  things  will  admit  of  such  a  supposition,  that 
the  men  act  conscientiously  in  what  they  do,  considering  all  things 
that  appertain  to  the  case.  And  in  this,  I  conceive,  many  things 
are  to  be  considered  and  laid  together,  as — ^the  nature  of  that  thing 
that  is  the  subject  of  controversy, — or  wherein  they  differ  from 
others,  or  have  changed  then:  own  practice — the  degree  in  which  it 
is  disputable,  or  how  it  may  be  supposed  liable  to  diversity  of  opin- 
ion,  one  way  or  the  other,  as  to  its  agreeableness  to  the  word  of 
God,  and  as  to  the  importance  of  it,  with  regard  to  men's  salvation 
or  the  good  of  their  souls — ^the  degree  of  knowledge  or  ignorance 
of  the  persons,  the  advantages  they  had  for  information,  or  the  dis- 
advantages they  have  been  under,  and  what  has  been  in  their  cir- 
cumstances that  might  mislead  the  judgment — the  principles  that 
have  been  instilled  into  them — ^the  instructions  they  have  received 
from  those,  of  whose  piety  and  wisdom  they  have  had  an  high  opin- 
bn,  which  might  misguide  the  judgment  of  persons  of  real  honesty, 
and  sincerity,  and  tender  conscience — ^the  example  of  others — the 
diversity  of  opinion  among  ministers — the  general  state  of  things  in 
the  land — ^the  character  of  the  persons  themselves — and  the  man^ 
ner  of  their  behaviour  in  the  particular  afiair  in  debate. 

"  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  those  persons  that  have  gone  from 
you,  to  W ,  however  you  may  look  upon  their  behaviour  here- 
in as  very  disorderly,  yet,  if  you  suppose  (the  case  being  consider- 
ed with  all  its  circumstances)  that  there  was  any  room  for  charity, 
that  it  might  be  through  infirmity,  ignorance  and  error  of  judgment, 
so  that  they  might  be  truly  conscientious  m  it ;  that  is,  might  reaUy 
believe  it  to  be  their  duty,  and  what  God  required  of  them,  to  do 
as  they  have  done ;  you  would,  I  imagine,  by  no  means  think,  that 
they  ought  to  be  proceeded  with,  in  die  use  of  such  means  as  are 
proper  to  be  used  with  contumacious  ofienders,  or  those  that  are 
stubborn  and  obstmate  in  scandalous  vice  and  wilful  wickedness; 
or  that  you  would  think  it  prOTer  to  proceed  with  persons,  towards 
whom  there  is  this  room  left  for  charity,  that  possMy  they  may  be 
honest  and  truly  conscientious,  acting  as  persons  afraid  to  offend 
God,  so  as  to  cut  them  off  from  the  communion  of  the  Lord,  and 
cast  them  fcMrth  into  the  visible  kingdom  of  Satan,  to  be  as  harbts 
and  publicans. 

"Now,  it  may  be  well  to  examine,  whether  it  can  positively 
be  deteraiined,  when  all  things  are  taken  into  consideration  with 
respect  to  th^se  persons,  who  have  absented  themselves  from  your 
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assembly,  that  it  is  not  possible  in  their  case,  that  tliis  might  really 
be  their  honest  judgment,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so^  and  that 
(5od  required  it  of  them,  and  that  they  should  greatly  expose  the 
welfare  of  their  own  souls,  in  attending  no  other  public  worsliip 
but  that  in  your  congregation.  I  suppose  these  persons  are  not 
much  versed   in  casuistical  divinity.     They  are  of  the  common 

f)eople,  whose  judgments,  in  aD  nations  and  ages,  are  exceedingly 
ed  and  swayed.  They  are  not  very  capable  of  viewmg  things 
in  the  extent  of  their  consequences,  and  of  estimating  tilings  in 
their  true  weight  and  importance.  And  you  know,  dear  Sir,  tlie 
state  that  things  have  been  m,  in  the  country.  You  know  wha^ 
opmions  have  lately  prevailed,  and  have  been  maintained  and  prq)a<- 
gated  by  those  that  have  been  lifted  up  to  heaven,  in  their  reputa- 
tion for  piety  and  great  knowledge  in  spiritual  things,  with  a  grea^ 
part  of  the  people  of  New-England.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
what  has  influenced  these  people,  in  particular ;  but  I  think,  under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  be  no  strange  thing,  if  great  numbers 
of  the  common  people  in  the  country,  who  are  really  conscientious, 
and  concerned  to  be  accepted  with  God,  and  to  take  the  best  course 
for  the  good  of  their  souls,  should  really  think  in  their  hearts  that 
God  requires  them  to  attend  the  ministry  of  those  that  are  called 
New  Light  Ministers,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  their 
60uls,  and  what  God  approved  not  of,  ordinarily  to  attend  the  min- 
istry of  others ;  yea,  I  ^ould  think  it  strange  if  it  were  otherwise. 
It  ought  to  be  considered,  how  public  controversy,  and  a  great  and 
general  cry  in  matters  of  religion,  strongly  influences  the  conduct  of 
multitudes  of  the  common  people,  how  it  blinds  then:  minds,  and 
wonderfully  misleads  their  judgments.  And  the  rules  of  the  Gros- 
pel,  and  the  example  of  the  Apostles,  most  certainly  require  that 
great  allowances  be  made  in  such  cases.  And  particularly  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Apostle  Paul,  with  regard  to  great  numbers  of  profes- 
sing christians,  m  the  church  of  Corinth ;  who,  in  a  time  of  great 
and  general  confusion  in  that  church,  through  the  evil  instructions 
of  teachers  whom  they  admired,  who  misled  and  blinded  their 
judgments,  ran  into  many  and  great  disorders  in  their  worship,  and 
wolul  schisms  and  divisions  among  themselves — ^particularly  with 
regard  to  ministers,  and  even  with  regard  to  the  Aposde  Paul  him- 
self, whom  many  of  them  seem  for  a  time  to  have  forsaken,  to  fol- 
low others  who  set  up  themselves  in  opposition  to  him ;  though,  as 
he  says,  he  had  been  their  father  who  begat  them  through  the 
Gospel.  Yet  with  how  much  gentleness  does  the  Apostle  treat 
them,  still  acknowledgbg  them  as  brethren ;  and  though  he  re- 
quired church  censures  to  be  used  with  regard  to  the  incestuous 
person,  yet  there  is  no  intimation  of  the  Aposde  taking  any  such 
course,  with  those  tliat  had  been  misled  by  these  false  teachers,  or 
with  any  that  had  been  guilty  of  these  disorders,  except  with  the 
false  teachers  themselves.     But  as  soon  as  they  are  brought  oflf 
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from  following  these  false  aposdes  any  longer,  he  embraces  them 
without  further  ado,  with  all  the  love  and  tenderness  of  a  father; 
burying  all  their  censoriousness,  and  schisms,  and  disorders,  at  the 
Lord's  Supper,  as  well  as  tlieir  ill  treatment  of  him,  the  extraordi- 
nary messenger  of  Christ  to  them.  And  indeed,  the  Apostle  nev- 
er so  much  as  gave  any  direction  for  the  suspension  of  any  one 
member  from  the  Lord's  Supper,  on  account  of  these  disorders,  or 
from  any  other  part  of  the  public  worship  of  GoA ;  but  instead  of 
this,  gives  them  directions  how  they  shaD  go  on  to  attend  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  other  parts  of  worship,  in  a  better  manner.  And  he 
himself,  without  suspension  or  interruption,  goes  on  to  call  and 
treat  tliem  as  beloved  brethren,  christians,  sanctified  in  Christ  Je- 
sus, called  to  be  saints ;  and  praises  God  in  their  behalf,  for  the 
grace  that  is  given  to  them  by  Christ  Jesus ;  and  often  and  abun- 
dantly exhibits  his  charity  towards  them,  in  innumerable  expres- 
sions which  I  might  mention.  And  nothing  is  more  apparent,  than 
that  he  doe^  not  treat  them  as  persons,  with  respect  to  whom,  there 
lies  a  bar  in  the  way  of  others  treating  them,  with  the  charity  that 
belongs  to  samts,  and  good  and  honest  members  of  the  christian 
church,  until  the  bar  be  removed  by  a  church  process.  And  in- 
deed, the  insisting  on  a  church  process  with  every  member  that 
has  behaved  disorderly,  in  such  a  state  of  general  confu^on,  is  not 
a  way  to  build  up  the  church  of  God,  (which  is  the  end  of  church 
discipline,)  but  to  pull  it  down.  It  will  not  be  the  way  to  cure  a 
diseased  member,  but  to  bring  a  disease  on  the  whole  body. 

'^  I  am  not  alone  in  these  sentiments ;  but  I  have  reason  to  think 
-that  Col.  Stoddard,  from  the  conversation  I  have  had  with  him,  is 
in  the  like  way  of  thbking.  There  came  hither,  the  last  fall,  two 
young  men  belondng  to  the  church  at  New-Haven,  who  had  been 
members  of  Mr.  Noyes's  church,  but  had  left  it  and  joined  the 
separate  church,  and  entered  into  covenant  with  it,  when  tliat 
church  was  embodied.  This  was  looked  upon  as  a  crime, 
that  ought  not  to  be  passed  over,  by  Mr.  Noyes  and  the  Rector. 
They  declared  themselves  willing  to  return  to  Mr.  Noyes's  meet- 
ing ;  but  a  particular  confession  was  required  of  them  in  the  meet- 
ing-house. Accordingly,  each  of  them  had  offered  a  confession, 
but  it  was  not  thought  sufficient ;  but  it  was  required  that  they 
should  add  some  things,  of  which  they  thought  hard ;  and  thej^  con- 
sulting me  about  it,  I  acquainted  Col.  Stoddard  with  the  affair,  and 
desired  his  thoughts.  He  said  he  looked  upon  it  unreasonable,  to 
require  any  confession  at  all ;  and  that,  considering  the  general 
state  of  confusion  that  had  existed,  and  the  mstructions  and  exam- 
ples these  young  men  had  had,  it  might  well  be  looked  upon  enough, 
that  they  \^re  now  willing  to  change  their  practice,  and  return 
again  to  Mr.  Noyes's  meeting.  Not  that  you.  Rev.  Sir,  are  obliged 
to  think  as  Gbl.  Stoddard  does ;  yet  I  think,  considering  his  char- 
acter and  relation,  his  judgment  may  well  be  of  so  much  weight, 
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as  to  engage  you  the  more  to  attend  to  and  weigh  the  reasons 
he  gives. 

"The  objections,  that  these  persons  may  have  had  against  ordi- 
narily attending  your  meeting,  may  be  very  trivial ;  but  yet  I  sup- 
pose that,  through  infirmi^,  the  case  may  be  so  with  truly  honesft 
christians,  that  trivial  things  may  have  great  weight  in  their  con* 
Ksciences,  so  as  to  have  fast  hold  of  them,  until  they  are  better  en- 
/ lightened:    As  in  the  former  times  of  the  country,  it  was  with 
/  respect  to  the  controversy  between  Presbyterians  and  Congrega^ 
/  tionalists.     It  was,  as  I  have  heard  in  those  days,  real  matter  of 
j  question  with  some,  whether  a  Presbjrterian,  living  and  dying  such, 
f  could  be  saved.     Some  Presbyterians,  that  have  lived  with  us, 
have  desired  baptism  for  their  children,  who  yet  lived  in  neglect 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  because  of  a  difference 
in  some  trivial  circumstances  of  the  administration,  from  the  meth- 
od of  the  church  of  Scotland.     This  matter  being  discoursed  of, 
it  was  thought  by  Col.  Stoddard  m  particular,  that  their  neglect 
ought  to  be  borne  with,  and  they  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  chris- 
tians, and  then:  children  received  to  baptism ;  because,  however 
trivial  the  foundation  of  then:  scruples  were,  yet  through  ignorance 
they  might  be  honest  and  conscientious  in  them. 

»"  As  to  the  church  covenant,  that  these  persons  have  entered  in- 
to, wherein  they  have  obliged  themselves  ordinarily  to  join  in  the 
worship  of  that  church ;  I  suppose  none  interpret  the  promises  of  a 
church  covenant  in  such  a  sense,  as  to  exclude  all  reserve  of  lib- 
erty, in  case  of  an  alteration  of  the  judgment,  in  the  afiairs  of  con- 
science and  religion,  in  one  respect  or  another.  As  if  a  person, 
after  incorporating  with  a  Congregational  church,  should  become  a 
conscientious  Episcopalian,  or  Anabaptist,  or  should,  by  any  change 
of  judgment,  come  to  think  the  means  or  manner  of  worship  un- 
lawful ;  and  so  in  other  respects  that  might  be  mentioned. 

^'  And  if  it  be  so  that  these  persons,  in  some  of  thehr  conversa- 
tion and  behaviour,  have  manifested  a  contentious,  froward  spirit, 
at  the  time  of  their  withdrawing  from  your  church;  I  ccmfess  this 
gives  greater  ground  of  suspicion  of  the  sincerity  of  their  plea  of 
conscience ;  yet,  as  to  this,  I  humbly  conceive  aUowances  must  be 
made.  It  must  be  considered,  that  it  is  possible  that  persons,  in 
an  affiiir  of  this  nature,  may,  in  the  thing  itself,  be  consdentious, 
and  yet,  in  the  course  of  the  management  of  it,  may  be  guilty  of 
very  corrupt  mixtures  of  passion  and  every  evil  disposition ;  as  in- 
deed is  commonly  the  case  with  men,  in  long  controversies  of 
whatever  nature,  and  even  with  conscientious  men.  And  there- 
fore, it  appears  to  me,  that  if  pers(His  in  such  a  case  are  not  obsti- 
nate, in  what  is  amiss  in  them  in  this  respect,  and  don't  attempt  to 
justify  their  frowardness  and  unchristian  ^eches,  they  notwith- 
standing may  deserve  credit,  when  they  profess  themselves  con- 
scientious in  the  afiair  in  general. 
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"  Thus,  dear  Sir,  I  have  freely  communicated  to  you  some  .of 
my  thoughts,  with  regard  to  some  of  the  concerns  of  this  difficult 
day,  which  prove  a  trouble  to  you ;  not  however  witli  any  aim  at 
directing  your  conduct,  but  merely  to  comply  with  the  request  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  I  am  fully  sensible,  that  I  am  not  the  Pas- 
tor of  the  second  church  of  Hartford ;  and  I  only  desire  you  would 
impartially  consider  the  reasons  I  have  offered.  Beggbg  of  Christ, 
our  common  Lord,  that  he  would  direct  you  in  your  theory  and 
practice,  to  that  which  ^viU  be  acceptable  in  his  sight, 
"  I  remain.  Rev.  Sir, 

"Your  friend  and  brother, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

In  May,  1743,  Mr.  Edwards  went,  as  he  often  did,  to  Boston, 
to  attend  the  convention  of  the  clergy,  which  is  held  the  day  after 
the  General  Election.  He  was  on  horseback,  and  had  his  eldest 
daughter  on  a  pillion  behind  Iiim.  At  Brookfield,  they  fell  in 
company  with  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Clap,  Rector  of  Yale  College,  his 
wife  and  son-in-law,  also  on  horseback,  with  several  others,  all 
travelling  in  the  same  du-ection ;  and  Air.  Edwards,  joining  the 
company,  rode  side  by  side  with  Mr.  Clap,  during  a  considerable 
part  of  die  journey.  At  the  Commencement  of  Harvard  College 
m  the  following  year,  1744,  Mr.  Clap  stated,  before  a  large  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  both  at  Boston  and  Cambridge,  that,  whUe  riding 
through  Leicester,  in  May  of  the  year  precedhig,  he  was  informed 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  Mr.  Whitefield  told  Aim,  "  that  he  had  the 
design  of  turning  out  of  their  places  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy 
of  New-England,  and  of  supplying  tlieir  pulpits  with  ministers  from 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland."  This  statement  surprized  those 
who  heard  it ;  yet,  coming  from  such  a  source,  it  was  believed,  and 
extensively  circulated.  Mr.  Edwards  heard  of  it  with  astonish- 
ment, and  without  hesitatbn  denied  that  he  had  said  so.  Mr.  Clap, 
hearing  of  this  denial,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  dated 
Oct.  12,  1744,  in  which  he  stated  anew  the  alleged  conversation,  in 
the  same  terms ;  but  before  the  latter  received  it,  he  had  forward- 
ed a  letter  to  Mr.  Clap,  dated  Oct.  18,  1744,  showing  him  his  mis- 
lake,  and  calling  on  him  to  correct  it.  On  Oct.  29tli,  he  wrote  a 
reply  to  Mr.  Clap's  letter  of  the  12th;  and  receiving  another,  dat- 
ed Oct.  28th,  before  he  sent  it,  he  replied  to  that  also  in  the  Post- ' 
script,  under  date  of  Nov.  3d.  Mr.  Clap,  finding  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' contradicdon  of  his  statement  was  believed ;  and  having 
heard,  though  incorrectly,  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  about  to  publish 
such  a  contradiction ;  incautiously  published  a  letter  to  his  friend 
in  Boston,  in  which  he  not  only  re-asserted  liis  former  statement, 
but  declared  that  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  private  correspondence  with 
him  on  the  subject,  had  made  a  declaration,  equally  full  and  strongs 
to  the  same  point.  Mr.  Edwards  published  a  reply,  in  a  letter  to 
his  friend  in  Boston,  dated  Feb.  4,  1745 ;  in  which  he  gave  his 
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two  letters  of  Oct.  18,  and  Oct.  29,  with  the  Postscript  of  Nov.  3  j 
from  which  it  appears  that,  instead  of  admitting  the  truth  of  Mr. 
'  Clap's  statement,  he  had  most  explicitly  and  solemnly  denied  it ; 
and,  in  order  to  show  how  Mr.  Clap  might  have  been  led  into  the 
mistake,  acknowledged  that  he  himself  supposed  that  Mr.  White- 
field  was  formerly  of  the  opinion,  that  miconverted  ministers  ought 
not  to  be  continued  in  the  ministry ;  and  that  he  himself  supposed 
that  Mr.  Whitefield  endeavoured  to  propagate  this  opinion,  and  a 
practice  agreeable  to  it ;  and  that  aU  he  had  ever  stated  to  any  one 
was,  his  oum  opinion  merely,  and  not  any  declared  design  of  Mr. 
Whitefield.  He  also  admitted,  that  Mr.  Whitefield  told  him  he  in- 
tended to  bring  over  a  number  of  young  men,  to  be  ordained  by 
the  Messrs.  Tennents,  in  New-Jersey.  He  then  asks,  whether 
this  is  the  same  thing  as  Mr.  Clap  asserted,  and  suggests  a  variety 
of  arguments,  which  seem  absolutely  conclusive,  that  he  could  nev- 
er have  made  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  Clap,  in  reply  to  this,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  dated 
April  1,  1745,  enters  seriously  upon  the  task  of  showine  that  Mr. 
Edwards'  assertion — ^  that  Mr.  Whitefield  told  him,  that  he  intend- 
ed to  bring  over  a  number  of  jroung  men,  to  be  ordained  by  the 
Messrs.  Tennents,  in  New-Jersey"— connected  with  the  assertion 
—that  Mr.  Edwards  himself  supposed,  that  Mr.  Whitefield  was 
formerly  of  the  opinion,  that  unconverted  ministers  ought  not  to  be 
continued  in  the  ministry,  and  that  Mr.  Edwards  himself  stqjposed 
that  Mr.  Whitefield  endeavoured  to  propagate  this  opinion,  and  a 
practice  agreeable  to  it : — ^was  equivalent  jto  Mr.  Edwards'  saying, 
that  Mr.  Whitefield  toM  him,  "that  he  had  the  design  of  turning 
out  of  their  places  the  greater  part  of  the  clergy  of  New-England, 
and  of  supplying  their  places  with  ministers  from  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland." 

Mr.  Edwards,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clap,  of  May  20,  1746,  after 
exposing  in  a  few  words,  the  desperate  absurdity  of  this  attempt, 
enters  on  the  discussion  of  the  question — Whether  he  ever  made 
such  a  statement  to  Mr.  Clap  ? — ^with  as  much  calmness  as  he  af- 
terwards exhibited,  in  examining  the  question  of  a  self-determining 
power ;  and  with  such  logical  precision  of  argument,  that  probably 
no  one  of  his  readers  ever  had  a  doubt  left  upon  his  mind,  with  re- 
gard to  it: — ^no,  not  even  his  antagonist  himself;  for  he  never 
thought  proper  to  attempt  a  reply ;  and  in  the  public  protest  of  the 
Facdty  of  Yale  College,  against  Mr.  Whitefield,  he' and  his  asso- 
ciates m  ofiice  say,  in  alludmg  to  this  very  conversation,  "  You 
told  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards  of  Northampton,  that  you  mtended  to 
bring  over  a  number  of  young  men  from  England,  to  be  ordained 
by  the  Tennents."  Those,  who  have  an  opportunity  of  reading 
these  communications,  will  find,  in  those  of  Mr.  Edwards,  an  ex- 
ample of  a  personal  controversy,  conducted  throughout,  and  to  a 
very  uncommon  degree,  in  the  spirit  of  die  gentleman  and  the 
christian. 
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This  occurred  at  a  period  of  great  excitement,  when  many  mi- 
nisters had  been  removed,  and  many  churches  rent  asunder ;  and 
when  the  minds  of  men  were  of  course  prepared  beforehand  to 
beKeve  every  thing,  that  favoured  their  own  side  of  the  question.  Mr. 
Clap  was,  in  this  case,  obviously  mistaken :  still  he  was  truly  a  man 
of  respectability  and  worth.  He  had  a  powerful  mind,  rich  in  in- 
vention, and  stored  with  knowledge,  was  profoundly  versed  in  Ma- 
thematics, Physics  and  Astronomy,  as  well  as  the  princmles  of  Law, 
and  proved  an  able  instructer  and  governor  of  the  institution,  over  • 
which  he  presided.  He  was  elected  by  a  Board  of  Trustees,  ex- 
clusively Arminian  in  sentiment,  and  all  his  associates  in  office  held 
the  same  tenets.  At  the  same  time,  though  he  enter^  warmly 
into  the  controversy  relative  to  Mr.  Whitefield,  from  a  full  convic- 
tion that  it  was  his  design  to  occasion  the  separation  of  churches,  and 
to  procure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  ejectment  of  aU  whom  he  regard- 
ed as  unconverted  ministers ;  and  was  doubtless  happy  in  suppos- 
ing himself  able  to  prove  that  such  was  his  avowed  design,  on  the 
testimony  of  cme  of  his  warmest  friends ;  yet  he  was  far  from  taking 
the  low  ground  of  orthodoxy  assumed  by  many  on  the  same  side, 
but  always  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  grace,  and  ultimately  be- 
came their  champion.  Sometime  after  this,  he  showed  his  magna- 
nimity^ by  introducing  the  Essay  on  the.  Freedom  of  the  Will,  as  a 
classic  in  the  college. 

In  August,  1744,  Mr.  Edwards  preached  the  Sermon  entitled 
"  The  True  Excellency  of  a  Gospel  ftCnister,"  at  the  ordination 
of  Mr.  Robert  Abercrombie,  to  the  ministry  of  the  Go^el,  at  Pel- 
ham.  This  gentleman  was  from  Scotland,  havmg  been  made 
known  to  Mr.  Edwards  by  his  correspondents  in  that  coimtry ;  and 
through  his  kind  offices  was  mtroduced  to  the  people  at  Pelham. 
The  Sermon  was  immediately  published. 

The  reader  will  probably  recollect,  that  Mr.  M'CuUoch,  in  his 
Letter  of  August  13,  1743,  had  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the 
Church  of  God,  previous  to  her  ultimate  extension  and  triumph,  was 
destined  to  meet  with  *^  more  extensive  and  formidable  trials,",  than 
she  had  ever  before  experienced.  Mr.  Edwards,  from  a  minute 
bvesdgation  of  the  Scnptural  Prophecies,  having  been  convinced 
that  this,  which  was  at  that  time  the  commonly  received  opinion  of 
the  church,  was  erroneous ;  expresses  his  dissent  from  it  in  the 
following  answer. 

"  Abrtftomp^on,  March  5,  1744. 

«  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Culloch. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  return  you  thanks  for  your  most  obliging,  entertaimng  and 
instructive.  Letter,  dated  Aug.  13,  1743,  which  I  received  about 
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the  latter  end  of  October ;  my  answering  which  has  been  unhap- 
pily delayed,  by  reason  of  my  distance  from  Boston,  and  not  being 
able  to  find  any  opportunhy  to  send  thither,  till  the  ship  was  gone 
that  brought  your  letter ;  which  I  much  regretted.  My  delaying 
to  answer  has  been  far  from  arising  from  any  indifference  with  re- 
spect to  this  correspondence,  by  which  I  am  sensible  I  am  highly 
honoured  and  privileged. 

"  Tis  probable  that  you  have  been  informed,  by  other  corres- 
pondents, before  now,  what  the  present  state  of  things  ki  New  Eng- 
land is :  it  is  indeed,  on  many  accounts,  very  melancholy :  there  is 
a  vast  alteration  within  these  two  years ;  for  about  so  long  I  think 
it  is,  since  the  Spirit  of  God  began  to  withdraw,  and  this  great  work 
has  been  on  tlie  decline.  Great  numbers  in  the  land,  about  two 
years  ago,  were  raised  to  an  exceedingly  great  height,  in  joy  and 
elevadon  of  mind ;  and  through  want  of  watchfulness,  and  sensi- 
bleness  of  the  danger  and  temptation  that  there  is  in  such  circiun- 
stances,  many  were  greatly  exposed,  and  tlie  devil  taking  the  ad- 
vantage, multitudes  were  soon,  and  to  themselves  insensibly,  led 
far  away  from  Crod  and  their  duty ;  God  was  provoked  that  he  was 
not  sanctified  in  this  height  of  advancement,  as  he  ought  to  have 
been,  he  saw  our  spiritual  pride  and  self-confidence,  and  the  pol- 
hited  flames  that  arose  of  intemperate,  unhallowed  zeal ;  and  he 
soon,  in  a  great  measure,  withdrew  from  us ;  and  the  consequence 
has  been,  that  the  Enemy  has  come  in  like  a  flood,  in  various  re- 
spects, until  the  deluge  has  overwhelmed  the  whole  land.  ,  TTiere 
had,  from  the  beginning,  been  a  great  mixture,  especially  in  s^^ 
places,  of  false  experiences,  and  false  Religion  with  true ;  but  front 
about  this  time,  the  mixture  became  much  greater,  many  were  led 
away  with  sad  delusions ;  and  this  opened  &e  door  for  the  Enemy 
to  come  in  like  a  flood  in  another  respect,  it  gave  great  advantages 
to  these  enemies  and  opposers  of  this  work,  furnished  them  with 
weapons  and  gave  them  new  courage,  and  has  laid  the  friends  of  the 
work  under  such  disadvantage,  that  nothing  that  they  could  do 
would  avail  any  thing  to  withstand  their  violence.  And  now  it  is 
come  to  that,  that  the  work  is  put  to  a  stop  every  where,  and  it  is  a 
day  of  the  Enemy's  triumph  :  but  I  believe  also  a  day  of  Grod's 
People's  Humiliation,  which  will  be  better  to  them  in  the  end  than 
their  elevations  and  raptures.  The  time  has  been  amongst  us  when 
the  sower  went  forth  to  sow,  and  we  have  seen  the  spring,  wherein 
the  seed  sprang  up  in  different  sorts  of  ground,  appearing  then  fair 
and  flourishing  ;  but  this  spring  is  past,  and  we  now  see  the  sum- 
mer, wherein  the  sun  is  up  widi  a  burning  heat,  that  tries  the  sorts 
of  ground ;  and  now  appears  the  difierence,  the  seed  in  stony 
ground,  where  there  was  only  a  thin  layer  of  earth  on  a  rock,  with- 
ers away,  the  moisture  being  dried  out ;  and  the  hidden  seeds  and 
roots  of  thorns,  in  unsubdued  ground,  now  springs  up  and  chokes 
the  seed  of  the  word.     Many  high  professors  are  fallen,  some  into 
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gross  immoralities,  some  into  a  rooted  spiritual  pride,  enthusiasm, 
and  an  inccnrigible  wildness  of  behaviour,  some  into  a  cold  frame 
of  mind,  showing  a  great  indifference  to  the  things  of  Religion.  But 
there  are  many,  and  I  hope  tliose  the  greater  part  of  those  that 
were  professed  Converts,  who  appear  hitherto  like  the  good  ground, 
and  notwithstanding  the  thick  and  dark  clouds,  that  so  soon  follow 
that  blessed  sunshine  that  we  have  had ;  yet  I  cannot  but  stedfastly 
maintain  a  hope  and  persuasion  that  Grod  will  revive  his  work,  and 
that  what  has  been  so  great  and  very  extraordinary,  is  a  forerun- 
ner of  a  yet  more  glorious  and  extensive  work. — ^It  has  been  slander- 
ously reported  and  printed  concerning  me,  that  I  have  often  said, 
that  the  Millennium  was  already  begun,  and  that  it  began  at  North- 
ampton. A  doctor  of  divinity  in  New  England,  has  ventured  to 
publish  this  report  to  the  world,  from  a  single  person,  who  is  con- 
cealed and  kept  behind  the  curtain :  but  the  report  is  very  cjiverse 
from  what  I  have  ever  said.  Indeed  I  have  often  said,  as  I  say  now, 
that  I  looked  upon  the  late  wonderiul  revivak  of  Religion  as  fore- 
runners of  those  glorious  times  so  often  prophesied  of  m  the  Scrip- 
ture, and  that  this  was  the  first  dawning  of  that  light,  and  beginning 
of  that  work,  which,  in  the  progress  and  issue  of  it,  would  at  last 
bring  on  the  Church's  latter  day  glory ;  but  there  are  many  that 
know  that  I  have  from  time  to  time  added,  that  there  would  proba- 
bly be  many  sore  conflicts  and  terrible  convulsions,  and  many 
changes,  revivings  and  intermissions,  and  returns  of  dark  clouds, 
and  ^eatening  appearances,  before  this  work  shall  have  subdued 
the  world,  and  Christ's  kingdom  shall  be  every  where  established 
and  setded  in  peace,  which  will  be  the  lengthening  of  the  Millennium 
or  day  of  the  Church's  peace,  rejoicing  and  triumph  on  earth,  so 
often  spoken  of.  I  was  much  entertained  and  delighted,  dear  Sir, 
with  your  thoughts  on  that  text  in  Isai.  lix.  19,  which  you  signify  in 
your  letter,  and  so  iiave  many  others  been  to  whom  I  have  com- 
municated them  5  and  as  to  what  you  say  of  some  dreadful  stroke 
or  trial  yet  alnding,  before  the  happy  days  of  the  promised  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  church,  I  so  far  agree  with  you,  that  I  believe 
that,  before  the  church  of  God  shall  have  obtamed  the  conquest, 
and  the  visible  kingdom  of  Satan  on  earth  shall  receive  its  over- 
throw, and  Christ's  kingdom  of  grace  be  every  where  established 
on  its  ruins,  there  shall  be  a  great  and  mighty  struggle  between  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  and  •  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  attended  with  the 
greatest  and  most  extensive  convulsions  and  commotion,  that  ever 
were  upcwi  the  face  of  the  earth,  wherein  doubdess  many  particular 
christians  will  suffer,  and  perhaps  some  parts  of  the  Church. 

"But  that  the  enemies  of  the  Church  of  Grod,  should  ever  gain 
such  advantages  agamst  her  any  more,  as  they  have  done  b  times 
past,  that  the  victory  should  ever  any  more  be  on  their  side,  or  that 
It  shaU  ever  be  given  to  the  Beast  again  to  make  war  with  the  saints, 
and  to  prevail  against  them,  and  overcome  them ;  (as  in  Rev.  xiii. 
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7;  and  xi.  7;  and  Dan.  vii.  21,)  to  such  a  degree  as  has  been 
heretofore,  is  otherwise  than  I  hope.  Though  in  this  I  would  be 
far  from  setting  up  my  own  judgment,  in  opposition  to  others,  who 
are  more  skill'd  in  the  prophecies  of  Scripture,  than  I  am.  I  think 
-  that  what  has  mainly  induced  many  divines  to  be  of  that  opinion^ 
is  what  is  said  in  Revelation,  chap.  xi.  concerning  the  slaying  of 
the  witnesses,  v.  7,  8.  And  when  they  shall  have  finish^  their 
testimony,  the  Beast,  that  ascendeth  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  shall 
make  war  against  them,  and  shall  overcome  them  and  kill  them; 
and  their  dead  bodies  shall  be  m  the  street  of  the  great  city,  &c. 
"  The  event  here  spoken  of,  seems  evidendy  to  be  that,  wherein 
the  enemies  of  the  church  gain  the  greatest  advantage  against  her, 
that  ever  they  have,  and  have  the  greatest  conquest  of  her, 
that  ever  they  obtained,  and  bring  the  church  nearest  to  a  to- 
tal extinction.  For  a  long  time  the  church  is  very  small,  repre- 
sented by  two  witnesses,  and  they  had  been  long  in  a  very  low  state, 
prophecying  in  sackcloth;  but  now  they  are  dead  and  their  ene- 
mies triumph  over  them,  as  having  gotten  a  complete  victory,  and 
look  upon  It  that  they  are  now  past  all  possibility  of  recovery,  there 
being  less  prospect  of  the  church's  restoratkm  than  ever  there  was 
before.  But  are  we  to  expect  this,  dear  Sir,  that  Satan  will  ever 
find  means  to  bring  things  to  pass,  that  after  all  the  increase  of 
light  that  has  been  in  the  world,  since  the  Reformation,  there  i^all 
be  a  return  of  a  more  dark  time  than  in  the  depth  of  the  darkness 
of  Popery,  before  the  Reformation,  when  the  church  of  God  shall 
be  nearer  to  a  total  extinction,  and  have  less  of  visibili^,  all 
true  religion  and  light  be  more  blotted  out  of  the  memories  of  man- 
kind, Satan's  kingdom  of  darkness  be  more  firmly  established,  all 
monuments  of  true  religion  be  more  abolished,  and  that  the  state  of  the 
world  should  be  such,  that  it  should  appear  further  from  any  hope 
of  a  revival  of  true  religion  than  it  ever  has  done ;  is  this  conceiv- 
able, or  possible,  as  the  state  of  things  now  is  all  over  the  world, 
even  among  Papists  themselves,  without  a  miracle,  a  greater  than 
any  power  short  of  divine  can  effect,  vrithout  a  long  tract  of  time, 
gradually  to  bring  it  to  pass,  to  introduce  the  grossest  ignorance  and 
extinguish  all  memory  and  monuments  of  truth ;  which  was  the  case 
in  that  great  extinction  of  true  religion  that  was  before  the  Refor- 
mation. And  besides,  if  we  suppose  this  War  of  the  Beast  that 
ascends  out  of  the  bottomless  pit  with  the  witnesses,  wherein  he 
overcomes  them  and  kills  them,  to  be  that  last  war  which  the  church 
shall  have  with  the  Beast,  that  great  and  mi^ty  conflict  that  shall 
be  just  before  the  final  overthrow  of  Antichrist,  that  we  read  of  in 
the  1 6th  chap,  the  1 3th  and  following  verses,  and  in  the  1 9th  chi^pter ; 
how  shall  we  make  them  consist  together  ?  In  the  11  th  chapter  the 
church  conflicts  in  sorrow,  clothed  in  sackcloth,  and  in  blood;  in 
the  19th  chap,  the  saints  are  not  represented  as  fighting  in  sorrow 
and  blood,  though  the  batde  be  exceedingly  great,  but  in  strengtbi 
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glory,  aiid  triumph.  Their  Captain  goes  forth  to  tliis  battle,  in  great 
pomp  and  magnificence,  on  a  white  horse,  and  on  his  head  many 
crowns,  and  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a  name  written,  Kino 
OF  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords  ;  and  the  saints  follow  him,  not  in 
sackcloth,  but  coming  forth  on  white  horses,  clothed  in  pure  linen, 
clean  and  white,  the  raiment  of  triumph,  the  same  raiment  that  the 
saints  appear  in,  Rev.  vii.  14,  when  they  appear  with  palms  in  their 
hands,  after  they  had  washed  their  robes,  that  had  been  stained 
with  dieir  own  blood,  and  made  themselves  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb.  In  the  conflict  spoken  of  in  chap,  xi.,  the  Beast  makes 
war  with  the  witnesses,  and  overcomes  them,  and  kiUs  them  :  the 
same  b  foretold,  Dan.  vii.  21,  and  Rev.  xiii.  7.  But  in  that  last 
great  batde,  just  before  the  faU  of  Antichrist,  we  find  the  reverse  of 
this,  the  church  shall  obtain  a  glorious  victory  over  the  Beast,  and 
the  Beast  is  taken  and  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Rev.  xvii.  14, 
These  shall  make  war  with  the  Lamb ;  and  the  Lamb  shall  over- 
come them  5  for  he  is  Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings ;  and  they 
that  are  with  him  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful ;  compared 
with  chap.  xix.  16,  to  the  end,  and  chap.  xvi.  16,  17.  In  that 
conflict,  chap,  xi.^  the  Beast  has  war  with  the  witnesses,  and  kills 
them,  and  their  dead  bodies  lie  unburied,  as  if  it  were  to  be  meat 
for  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  fowls  of  heaven ;  but  in  that  last 
conflict,  Christ  and  his  church  shall  slay  their  enemies,  and  give 
their  dead  bodies  to  be  meat  for  the  beasts  of  the  earth  and  fowls 
of  heaven,  chap.  xix.  17,  etc.  There  is  no  manner  of  appearance 
b  the  descriptions  that  are  given  of  that  great  batde,  of  any  great 
advantages  gained  in  it  against  the  church,  before  the  enemy  is 
overcome,  but  all  appearance  of  the  contrary.  The  descriptions 
in  the  16th  and  19th  chapters  of  Rev.  will  by  no  means  allow  of  such 
an  advantage,  as  that  of  the  overcoming  and  slaying  of  the  church, 
or  people  of  God,  and  their  lying  for  some  time  unburied,  that 
their  dead  bodies  may  be  for  their  enemies  to  abuse  and  trample 
on,  and  make  sport  widi.  In  the  16th  chap,  we  have  an  accoimt  of 
their  bemg  gathered  together  into  the  place  called  Armageddon ; 
and  then  the  first  thing  we  hear  of  after  that,  is  the  pouring 
out  bf  the  seventh  vial  of  (rod's  wrath,  and  a  voice  saying  it  is  done  ; 
and  so  in  chap.  xix.  we  read  of  the  Beast,  and  the  Kbgs  of  the 
earth,  and  their  armies  bemg  gathered  together,  to  make  war 
against  him  that  sat  on  the  horse,  and  against  his  army  ;  and  then 
the  next  thmg  we  hear  of  is  the  Beast's  being  taken,  etc.  The 
event  of  the  conflict  of  the  Beast  with  the  church,  chap.  xi.  is  the 
triumph  of  the  church's  enemies,  when  they  of  the  people,  and 
kindred,  and  tongues,  and  nations,  and  they  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
shall  see  the  dead  bodies  of  the  saints  lying  in  the  streets,  and  shall 
rejdce  over  them,  and  make  merry,  and  send  gifts  one  to  another. 
But  the  event  of  that  great  and  last  batde,  before  the  fall  of  An- 
tichrist, is  quite  the  reverse  of  this,  even  the  church's  triumphing 
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over  their  enemies,  as  being  utterly  destroyed.  Those  events,  that 
are  consequent  on  the  issue  of  the  war  witli  the  witnesses,  chap.  xi. 
do  in  no  wise  answer  to  those,  that  are  represented  as  consequent 
on  that  last  conflict  of  Antichrist  with  the  church  !  *Tis  said  tliat 
when  the  witnesses  ascended  into  heaven,  the  same  hour  there  was 
an  earthquake,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell ;  and  in  the  earth- 
quake were  slain  of  men  seven  thousand !  but  this  don't  seem  at 
all  to  answer  what  is  described,  chap.  xvi.  and  xix.  The  great 
city  was  divided  mto  three  parts,  and  die  cities  of  the  nations  feU ! 
and  great  Babylon  came  in  remembrance  before  God,  to  give  her 
the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  his  wrath;  and  every  isl- 
and fled  away,  and  the  mountains  were  not  found.  And  it  had 
been  said  before,  tliat  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not 
since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake,  and  so 
great.  And  in  chap.  xix.  instead  of  slaying  seven  thousand 
men,  it  seems  as  if  there  was  a  general  slaughter  of  all  the  enemies 
of  the  church,  through  the  world.  And  besides  if  we  read  this  1 1th 
chapter  through,  we  shall  see  that  the  falling  of  the  tenth  part  of 
the  city  and  the  rising  of  the  witnesses,  and  their  standing  on  their 
feet  and  ascending  into  heaven,  are  represented  there  as  entirely 
distinct  fh)m  the  accomplishment  of  the  church's  glory,  after  the 
fall  of  Antichrist,  and  God's  Judging  and  destroying  the  enemies  of 
the  church.  The  judgment  here  spoken  of,  as  executed  on  God's 
enemies,  are  under  another  fToe,  and  the  benefits  bestowed  on  the 
church,  are  under  another  Trumpet:  For  immediately  after  the  ac- 
count of  the  rising  and  ascending  of  the  witnesses,  and  its  conse- 
quences, follow  these  words,  v.  14,  15,  "The  second  woe  is  past, 
and  behold  the  third  woe  cometh  quickly.  And  the  seventh  angel 
sounded,  and  there  were  great  voices  in  heaven,  saying,  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of 
his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  forever  and  ever."  And  in  the  follow- 
ing verses,  we  have  an  account  of  die  praises  sung  to  God  on  the 
occasion;  and  in  the  last  verse  we  have  a  brief  hint  of  that  same 
great  earthquake,  and  the  great  hail,  and  those  thunders,  and 
lightnings,  and  voices,  that  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  latter 
part  of  chap.  xvi.  so  that  the  earthquake  mentioned  in  the  last 
verse  of  chap.  xi.  seems  to  be  the  great  earthquake,  that  attends 
the  last  great  conflict  of  the  church  and  her  enemies,  rather  than 
that  mentioned,  v.  13. 

"  The  grand  objection  against  all  this  is,  that  it  is  said,  that  the 
witnesses  should  prophecy  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty 
days,  clotfied  in  sackcloth ;  and  when  they  have  finished  their  tes- 
timony, the  beast  should  make  war  against  them,  and  kiU  them,  etc. 
and  that  it  seems  manifest  that  after  this  they  are  no  longer  in 
sackcloth  ;  for  henceforward  they  are  in  an  exalted  state  in  heaven : 
and  that  therefore  seeing  the  time  of  their  wearing  sackcloth  is  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  days,  i.  e.  during  the  time  of  the 
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coDtinuaDce  of  anticlirist ;  hence  their  being  slain,  and  tlieir  rising 
again  must  be  at  tlie  conclusion  of  tliis  period,  at  the  end  of  anti- 
christ's reign. 

*'  In  answer  to  which  I  would  say,  with  submission  to  better 
judgments,  that  I  humbly  conceive  that  we  can  justly  infer  no  more 
from  this  prophecy  than  this,  viz.  that  the  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty  days  is  the  proper  time  fas  it  were)  of  the  Church's  trou- 
ble and  bondage,  or  being  clothed  in  sackcloth,  because  it  is  the 
appointed  time  of  the  reign  of  antichrist;  but  this  don't  hinder  but 
that  God,  out  of  great  compassion  to  his  Church,  should,  in  some 
respect,  shorten  the  days,  and  grant  that  his  Church  should,  in  * 
some  measure,  anticipate  the  appointed  great  deliverance  that 
should  be  at  the  end  of  these  days,  as  he  has  in  fact  done  in  the 
Reformation ;  whereby  his  Church  has  had  a  great  degree  of  resto- 
ration granted  her,  from  the  darkness  power  and  dominion  of  anti- 
christ, before  their  proper  time  of  restoration,  which  is  at  the  end 
of  the  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  days;  and  so  the 
Church  through  the  compassion  of  her  Father  and  Redeemer, 
anticipates  her  deliverance  from  her  sorrows ;  and  has,  in  some 
respects,  an  end  put  to  her  testifying  in  sackcloth,  as  many  parts 
of  the  Church  are  henceforward  brought  out  from  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  antichristian  powers,  into  a  state  of  liberty ;  though 
in  other  respects,  the  Church  may  be  said  still  to  continue  In  her 
sackcloth,  and  in  the  wilderness,  (^s  Chap.  xii.  14,)  till  the  end  of 
the  days.  And  as  to  the  witnesses  standing  on  their  feet,  and  as- 
cending into  heaven ;  I  would  propose  that  it  may  be  considered. 
Whether  any  more  can  be  understood  by  it,  tlian  the  Protestant 
Church's  being  now  (at  least  as  to  many  parts  of  It)  able  to  stand  on 
her  own  legs,  and  in  her  own  defence,  and  being  raised  to  such  a 
state,  that  she  henceforward  is  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Romish 
powers ;  that,  let  them  dowhat  tliey  will,  they  shall  never  anymore 
be  able  to  get  the  Church  under  their  power,  as  tliey  had  before ; 
as  oftentimes  In  the  scriptures  (rod's  People's  dwelling  In  safety,  out 
of  the  reach  of  their  enemies,  is  represented  by  their  dwelling  on 
high,  or  being  set  on  high  ;  Ps.  lix.  1.  Isal.  xxxiil.  16.  Ps.  Ixlx  29, 
and  xci.  14,  and  cvii.  41.  Prov.  xxix.  25 ;  and  the  children  of  Is- 
rael, when  brought  out  of  Egypt,  were  said  to  be  carried  on  eagle's 
wings,  that  is  lofty  in  its  flight,  flies  away  towards  heaven  where 
none  of  her  enemies  can  reach  her. 

"  I  might  here  observe,  that  we  have  other  instances  of  Grod's 
shortening  the  days  of  his  Church's  captivity  and  bondage,  either 
at  the  beginning  or  latter  end,  in  some  measure  parallel  with  this. 
Thus  the  proper  time  of  tlie  bondage  of  the  posterity  of  Abraham, 
in  a  strange  land,  was  four  hundred  years,  Gen.  xv.  13:  but  yet 
God  In  mercy,  delayed  their  bondage,  whereby  the  time  was  much 
shortened  at  the  beginning.  So  the  lime  wherein  it  was  foretold, 
that  the  whole  land  of  Israel  should  be  a  desolation  and  an  astonish-* 
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ment,  and  the  land  should  not  enjoy  her  sabbaths,  was  seventy  years, 
Jer.  XXV,  11,  12  ;  and  these  seventy  years  are  dated  in  2  Chron. 
xxxvi.  20,  21,  from  Zedekiah's  captivity  ;•  and  yet  from  that  cap- 
tivity to  Cyrus's  decree  was  but  about  fifty-two  years,  though  it 
was  indeed  about  seventy  years  before  the  temple  was  finished. 
So  the  proper  time  of  the  oppression  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
wherem  both  the  Sanctuary  and  the  Host  should  be  trodden  under 
foot  by  him,  was  two  tliousand  and  three  hundred  days,  Dan.  viL 
13,  14,  and  yet  God  gave  Israel  a  degree  of  deUverance  by  the 
Maccabees,  and  they  were  holpen  with  a  little  help,  and  the  Host 
ceased  to  be  trodden  under  foot  before  that  time  was  expired. 
I>an.  xi.  32,  34. 

"  But  in  these  things,  dear  Sir,  I  am  by  no  means  dogmatical; 
I  do  but  humbly  ofier  my  thoughts  on  what  you  suggested  in  your 
letter,  submitting  them  to  your  censure.  'Tis  pity  that  we  should 
expect  such  a  terrible  devastation  of  the  Church,  before  her  last 
and  most  glorious  deliverance,  if  there  be  no  such  thing  to  be  ex- 
pected. It  may  be  a  temptation  to  some  of  the  people  of  God,  the 
less  earnestly  to  wish  and  pray  for  the  near  approach  of  the 
Church's  glorious  day,  and  the  less  to  rejoice  in  the  signs  of  its 
approach. 

"  But,  let  us  go  on  what  scheme  we  will,  it  is  most  apparent  from 
the  Scriptures,  tliat  there  are  mighty  strugglmgs  to  be  expected, 
between  the  Church  of  God  and  her  Enemies,  before  her  great 
victory ;  and  there  may  be  many  lesser  strugglings  before  that  last, 
and  greatest,  and  universal  conflict.  Experience  seems  to  show 
that  the  Church  of  (Jod,  according  to  God's  method  of  dealing  with 
her,  needs  a  great  deal  gradually  to  prepare  her  for  that  prosperity 
and  glory  that  he  has  promised  her  on  earth :  as  the  growth  of  the 
earth,  after  winter,  needs  gradually  to  be  prepared  for  the  summer 
heat :  I  have  known  instances,  wherein  by  the  heat's  coming  on . 
suddenly  in  the  spring,  without  intermissions  of  cold  to  check  the 
growth,  the  branches  many  of  them,  by  a  too  hasty  growth,  have 
afterwards  died.  And  perhaps  Grod  may  bring  on  a  spiritual  spring 
as  he  does  the  natural,  with  now  and  then  a  pleasant  sunshiny 
season,  and  then  «n  interruption  by  clouds  and  stormy  winds,  till  at 
lengtli,  by  the  sun  more  and  more  approaching,  and  the  light  in- 
creasing, the  strength  of  the  winter  is  broken.  We  are  extremely 
apt  to  get  out  of  the  right  way.  A  very  great  increase  of  comfort 
that  is  sudden,  without  time  and  experience,  in  many  instances  has 
appeared  to  wound  the  soul,  in  some  respects,  though  it  seems  to 
profit  it  in  others.  Sometimes,  at  the  same  time  that  the  soul  seems 
wonderfully  delivered  firom  those  lusts,  that  are  more  carnal  and 
earthly,  there  is  an  insensible  increase  of  those  that  are  more  spirit- 
ual ;  as  God  told  the  children  of  Israel,  that  he  would  put  out  tiie 
former  inhabitants  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  by  little  and  litde,  and 
would  not  consume  them  at  once,  least  the  beasts  of  the  field  should 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFB    OF    PRESIDENT    EDWARDS.  219 

increase  upon  them. — ^We  need  much  experience,  to  teach  us  the 
innumerable  ways  that  we  are  liable  to  err,  and  to  show  us  the  evil 
and  pernicious  consequences  of  those  errors.  If  it  should  please 
God,  before  many  years,  to  grant  another  great  Revival  of  religion 
in  New  England,  we  siiould  perhaps  be  much  upon  our  guard 
against  such  errors  as  we  have  run  into,  and  which  have  undone  us 
this  time,  but  yet  might  run  insensibly  into  other  errors  that  now 
we  think  not  of. 

"  You  enquire  of  me.  Rev.  Sir,  whether  I  reject  all  those  for 
counterfeits  that  speak  of  visions  and  trances.  I  am  far  from  doing 
of  it :  I  am,  and  always  have  been,  in  that  matter,  of  the  same 
opinion  that  Mr.  Robe  expresses,  in  some  of  those  pamphlets  Mr. 
McLaurin  sent  me,  that  persons  are  neither  to  be  rejected,  nor  ap- 
proved on  such  a  foundation.  I  have  expressed  the  same  thing  in 
my  discourse  on  the  Marks  of  a  work  of  the  true  Spirit,  and  have 
not  changed  my  mind. 

"  I  am  afraid.  Dear  Sir,  that  I  have  been  too  bold  with  you,  in 
being  so  lengthy  and  tedious,  and  have  been  too  impertinent  and  for- 
ward to  express  ray  opinion  upon  this  and  that;  but  I  consider  my- 
self as  writing  to  a  candid,  christian  friend  and  brother,  with  whom 
I  may  be  free  and  bold,  and  from  whom  I  may  promise  myself  ex- 
cuse and  forgiveness.  Dear  Brother,  asking  your  earnest  prayers 
for  me  and  for  New  England,  I  am  your  affectionate  brother,  and 
engaged  friend  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  opinion  here  expressed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  was  not  the  result 
of  a  slight  and  cursory  examination  of  the  subject  in  discussion. 
He  had  a  considerable  time  before  examined,  at  great  length,  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel  and  John,  with  regard  to  this  very  point;  and, 
as  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  remark,  had  been  convinced  that 
the  opinion,  then  commonly  received,  that  the  severest  trials  of  the 
Church  were  yet  future^  toas  erroneous. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Buell,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  as 
having  preached  at  Northampton,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, m  January  1742,  with  uncommon  fervour  and  success, 
contmued  his  labours,  as  an  evangelist  among  the  churches,  up- 
wards of  four  years ;  and  at  length  accepted  of  an  invitation  from 
the  people  of  East  Hampton,  a  lollage  in  the  S.  E.  comer  of  Long 
Island,  to  become  their  nainister.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Edwards 
went  to  East  Hampton,  and  there  preached  his  Installation  Sermon, 
on  the  19th  of  September,  1746,  from  Isaiah,  Ixii.  4,  5. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Mistakes  eoctensively  prevalent  at  this  time^  as  to  the  nature  and  em* 
idences  of  True  Uodliness^ — ^^  Treatise  on  Religious  Affections.^ 
—^Deai^  and  Character  of  the  Work. — ReptAlish$d  abroad. — 
Letter  from  Mr.  Gillespie  concerning  it. — Letter  from  Mr.  Ed-- 
wards  to  Mr.  JifCulloch. — Reply  to  Mr.  Gillespie. — Proposal 
made  in  Scotland^  for  United  Extraordinary  Prayer. — Efforts  of 
Mr.  Edwards  to  promote  it. — Letter  to  Mr.  MCtUloch.-^ 
**  Humble  Attempt  to  promote  Extraordinary  Prayer. ^^ 

From  the  facts  already  recited,  it  will  be  obvious  to  the  reader, 
that  few  clergymen,  even  in  the  course  of  a  long  ministry,  have  as 
full  an  opportunity  of  learning,  from  their  own  observation,  the 
true  nature  of  a  Revival  of  religion,  and  the  differences  between 
imagmary  and  saving  Conversion,  as  Mr.  Edwards  had  now  enjoy- 
ed. He  had  early  discovered,  that  there  was  a  radical  difficulty 
attending  not  only  every  revival  of  religion,  but,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree  also,  every  instance  of  supposed  conversion : — a  difficulty 
arising  from  erroneous  conceptions,  so  generally  entertained,  res- 
pecting the  question.  What  is  the  nature  of  True  Religion  ?  or, 
fVhat  are  the  distinguishing  marks  of  that  Holiness^  which  is  ac- 
ceptable in  the  sight  of  God? — Perceiving,  at  an  early  period  of 
his  christian  life,  that  no  other  subject  was  equally  important  to 
man,  that  no  other  was  more  frequently  or  variously  illustrated  by 
the  Scriptural  writers,  and  yet,  tiiat  on  no  other  had  professing 
christians  been  less  agreed ;  his  attention,  as  he  himself  informs 
us,  had  been  particularly  directed  to  it,  from  his  first  commence- 
ment of  the  study  of  Theology,  and  he  was  led  to  examine  it  with 
all  the  diligence,  and  care,  and  exactness  of  search  and  enquiry,  of 
which  his  mind  was  capable.  In  addition  to  this,  he  had  not  only 
witnessed,  in  two  successive  instances,  a  solemn  and  universal  at- 
tention to  religicm,  among  the  young  as  well  as  among  grown  per- 
sons in  his  own  congregation,  and  in  both,  almost  all  of  the  latter, 
as  well  as  very  many  of  the  former,  gathered  into  the  church ;  but 
he  bad  been  the  spiritual  counsellor  and  guide  of  multitudes  in  oth- 
er congregations,  where  he  had  occasionally  laboured,  as  well  as  of 
great  numbers  who  visited  him  for  this  purpose,  at  Nortiiampton. 
These  advantages  of  observation,  it  may  easily  be  believed,  were 
not  lost  on  a  mind  like  his. 

This  subject,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  had  become, 
also,  a  subject  of  warm  and  extended  controversy.     The  advo- 
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cates  of  revivals  of  religion,  had  too  generally  been  accustomed  no 
attach  to  the  mere  circumstances  of  conversion — ^to  the  time,  place, 
manner  and  means,  in  and  by  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  effect- 
ed— an  importance,  no  where  given  tliem  in  the  Scriptures ;  as 
well  as  to  conclude,  that  all  affections  wliich  were  high  in  degree, 
and  accompanied  with  great  apparent  zeal  and  ardour,  were  of 
course  gracious  m  their  nature ;  while  then-  opposers  insisted,  that 
true  religion  did  not  consist  at  all  in  the  affections,  but  wholly  in 
tlie  external  conduct.  The  latter  class  attributed  the  uncommon 
Attention  to  religion,  which  they  could  not  deny  had  existed  for 
four  years  in  New-England,  to  artificial  excitement  merely ;  while 
the  former  saw  nothing  in  it,  or  in  the  measures  taken  to  promote 
it,  to  condemn,  but  every  thing  to  approve.  Mr.  Edwards,  in  hi» 
views  of  the  subject,  differed  materially  from  both  classes.  As  he 
knew  from  his  own  experience,  that  sin  and  the  saving  grace  of  Grod 
might  dwell  in  the  same  heart ;  so  he  had  learned,  both  from  ob- 
servation and  testimony,  that  much  false  religion  might  prevail  dur- 
ing a  powerful  revival  of  true  religion,  and  tliat  at  such  a  time, 
multitudes  of  hypocrites  might  spring  up  among  real  christians. 
Thus  it  was  in  the  revival  of  religion  in  the  time  of  Josiah,  in  that 
which  attended  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist,  in  those  which 
occnrred  under  the  preaching  of  Clirist,  m  the  remarkable  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  and  in  that  which 
existed  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  He  clearly  saw,  that  it 
was  this  mixture  of  counterfeit  religion  with  true,  which  in  all  ages 
had  given  the  devil  his  chief  advantrvge  against  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  "  By  this,"  observes  Mr.  Edwards,  "  he  hurt  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  in  and  after  the  apostolic  age,  much  more,  than  by 
all  the  persecutions  of  both  Jews  and  Heathens.  By  this  he  pre- 
vailed against  the  Reformation,  to  put  a  stop  to  its  progress,  more 
than  by  all  the  bloody  persecutions  of  the  church  of  Rome.  By 
this  he  prevailed  against  the  revivals  of  religion,  that  have  occurred 
since  the  Reformation.  By  this  he  prevailed  against  New-Eng- 
land, to  quench  the  love  of  her  espousals,  about  a  hundred  years 
ago.  And  I  think  I  have  had  opportunity  enough  to  see  plainly, 
that  by  this  the  devil  has  prevailed  against  the  late  gresrt  revival  of 
religion  in  New-England,  so  happy  and  promising  m  its  beginning. 
I  have  seen  the  devil  prevail  in  diis  way,  against  two  great  reviv- 
ings  of  religion  m  this  country.  By  perverting  us  from  the  simpli- 
city that  is  in  Christ,  he  hath  suddenly  prevailed  to  deprive  us  of 
that  fair  prospect  we  had  a  litde  while  ago,  of  a  kind  of  paradisaic 
state  of  me  Church  of  (Jod  in  New-England." 

These  evils,  it  was  obvious,  must  exist  in  the  church,  until  tlieir 
cause  was  removed,  and  men  had  learned  to  distinguish  accurately 
between  true  and  false  religion.  To  contribute  his  own  best  en- 
deavours fcMT  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
pared and  published  his  "  Treatise  on  Religious  Affections*'* 
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The  great  design  of  this  Treatise  is,  to  show,  In  what  True  Reli- 
gion consists,  and  what  are  its  Distinguisliing  Marks  and  Evidences; 
and  thus  to  enable  every  man,  who  will  be  honest  and  faithful  with 
himself,  to  decide  whether  he  is,  or  is  not,  a  real  christian.  Similar 
attempts  had  been  made,  by  many  earlier  writers ;  but  it  may,  I 
believe,  safely  be  asserted,  that  no  one  of  their  efforts,  taken  as  a 
whole,  and  viewed  as  an  investigation  of  the  entire  subject,  would 
now  be  regarded  as  in  any  high  degree  important  or  valuable.  The 
subject  itself  is  one  of  the  most  difficult,  which  Theology  presents ; 
and  demands  for  its  full  investigation,  not  only  ardent  piety,  and  a 
most  mtimate  acquaintance  witli  the  Scriptures,  but  an  exact  and 
metaphysical  inspection  of  tlie  faculties  and  operations  of  the  hu- 
man mind ;  which  unfortunately  few,  very  few,  writers  on  experi- 
mental religion,  have  hitherto  ^scovered.  The  work  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards is  at  once  a  scriptural,  and  a  philosophical,  view  of  the  subject; 
— as  truly  scientific  in  its  arrangement,  and  logical  in  its  deductions, 
as  any  work  on  the  Exact  sciences.  That  it  is  ako  a  thorough  and 
complete  view  of  it,  we  have  this  decisive  evidence — ^that  no  work 
of  the  kind,  of  any  value,  has  appeared  since,  for  which  the  author 
has  not  been  indebted,  svbstantiallyj  to  the  Treatise  on  the  Affec- 
tions ;  or  which  has  not  been  that  very  Treatise,  in  part,  or  in 
whole,  diluted  \o  the  capacity  of  weaker  understandings.  The  trial, 
to  which  the  mind  of  the  honest,  attentive  and  prayerful,  reader  of 
its  pages  is  subjected,  is  the  very  trial  of  the  Final  Day.  He, 
who  can  endure  the  trial  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Affections,  will 
stand  unhurt  amidst  a  dissolving  universe ;  and  he  who  cannot,  will 
assuredly  perish  in  its  ruins.  It  ought  to  be  the  Vade  mecum^  not 
only  of  every  clergyman,  and  every  christian,  but  of  every  man, 
who  has  sobriety  of  thought  enough  to  realize,  that  he  has  any  in- 
terest in  a  coming  Eternity.  Every  minister  should  take  effectual 
care,  that  it  is  well  dispersed  among  the  people  of  his  own  charge, 
and  that  none  oT  them  is  admitted  to  a  profession  of  religion,  until, 
after  a  thorough  study  of  this  Treatise,  he  can  satisfy  both  himself^ 
and  his  spiritual  guide,  not  only  that  he  does  not  rely  upon  the  mere 
negative  signs  of  holiness,  but  that  he  finds  within  himself  those 
distinguishing  marks  and  evidences  of  its  positive  existence,  which 
the  Divine  Author  of  holiness  has  pronounced  sure  and  unerrmg. 
It  is  indeed  said,  that  anxious  enquirers  will  often  be  discouraged 
by  this  course — particularly  by  a  perusal  of  the  Second  Part  of 
the  Treatise — firom  making  a  profession  of  religion,  and  led  to  re- 
nounce the  hope  of  their  own  conversion ;  and  the  answer  is,  that 
he,  who,  on  finding  himself  discouraged  from  a  profession  of  reli- 
gion, by  the  Second  Part,  is  not  encouraged  to  make  it  by  a  peru- 
sal of  the  Third  Part,  should  of  course,  unless  his  views  are  per- 
verted by  disease  or  melancholy,  consider  the  call  to  r^ent  and 
believe  the  Gospel^  as  still  addressed  inmiediately  to  himself ;  and 
that  he,  who,  on  the  perusal  of  this  Treatise,  is  led  to  renounce  the 
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hope  which  he  had  cherished  of  his  own  piety,  while  he  has  the 
best  reason  to  regard  it  as  a  false  hope,  will  find  almost  of  course, 
that  that  hope  b  soon  succeeded  by  one  which  will  endure  the  strictest 
scrutiny.  It  is  also  said,  that  many  persons  cannot  understand  this 
Treatise ;  and  the  answer  is,  that  he,  who  is  too  young  to  under- 
stand it  in  its  suistance^  is  too  young  to  make  a  profession  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  that  he,  whose  mind  is  too  feeble  to  receive  it  substan- 
tially, when  communicated  by  a  kmd  and  faithful  pastor,  cannot 
understandingly  make  such  a  profession.  Pre-eminendy  is  this 
Treatise  necessary  to  every  congregation,  during  a  Revival  of  reli- 
gion. It  was  especiaUy  designed  by  its  author,  to  be  used  on  ev- 
ery such  occasion ;  and  the  minister,  who  then  uses  it  as  he  ought, 
will  find  it  like  a  fan  in  his  hand,  winnowing  the  chaflT  from  the 
wheat.  And  until  ministers,  laying  aside  the  mberable  vanity 
which  leads  them,  in  the  mere  number  of  those,  whom  they  de- 
nominate their  "  spiritual  children,"  to  find  an  occasion  of  boasting, 
and  of  course  to  swell  that  numbfer  as  much  as  they  can,  shaU  be 
willing  thus  faithfully  and  honestly  to  make  a  separation  among 
their  enquirers ;  every  revival  of  religion  will  open  a  great  and  ef- 
fectual door,  through  which  the  enemies,  as  well  as  the  fiiends  of 
religion,  will  gain  an  admission  into  the  house  of  God.  And  when 
they  are  thus  admitted,  and  the  ardour  of  animal  feeling  has  once 
subsided,  the  minister  will  generally  find,  not  only  that  he  has 
wounded  Clirist  in  the  house  of  his  fi-iends,  but  that  he  has  des- 
troyed his  own  peace,  and  that  of  his  church,  and  prepared  the 
way  for  his  own  speedy  separation  fi^m  his  people. 

To  prevent  this  miserable  ^stem  of  deception,  on  the  part  of 
ministers  and  churches,  as  well  as  of  candidates  for  a  profession  of 
religion,  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  the  Treatise  in  question.  As  at  first 
prepared,  it  was  a  series  of  sermons,  wliich  he  preached  from  his 
own  desk,  from  the  text  still  prefixed  to  it,  1  Peter  i.  8,  "  Whom 
having  not  seen  ye  love :  in  whom,  though  now  ye  see  him  not,  yet 
believing,  ye  rejoice,  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. '^^  It 
was  thus  written  and  preached,  probably,  in  the  years  1742,  and 
1743.  Being  afterwards  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  Treatise  by 
the  author,  it  was  published  early  in  1746.  In  its  style,  it  is  the 
least  correct  of  any  of  the  works  of  Mr.  Edwards,  published  in  his 
life  time ;  but,  as  a  work  exhibiting  genuine  Christianity,  in  distinc- 
tion from  all  its  counterfeits,  it  possesses  such  singular  excellence, 
that,  were  the  books  on  earth  destined  to  a  destruction  so  nearly 
universal,  that  only  one  beside  the  Bible  could  be  saved;  the 
church  of  Christ,  if  aiming  to  preserve  the  volume  of  the  greatest 
value  to  man,  that  which  would  best  unfold  to  a  bereaved  posterity, 
the  real  nature  of  true  religion,  would  unquestionably  select  for 
preservation,  the  Treatise  on  the  Affections. 

This  Treatise  was  immediately  republished  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  by  all  the  friends  of  evan- 
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gelicalreligbn  in  those  countries,  as  well  as  in  America.  Its  ap- 
pearance in  Scotland  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  correspondence, 
between  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gillespie  of  Camock 
near  Edinburg  ;  which  was  commenced  by  the  latter  gentleman 
with  the  following  letter. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Gillespie. 

"  Camock,  Jfov.  24,  1746. 

"  Very  dear  Sir, 

"  I  have  ever  honoured  you  for  your  work's  sake,  and  what  the 
great  Shepherd. made  you  the  instrument  of,  from  the  time  you 
published  the  tlien  very  extraordinary  account  of  the  Revival  of 
Religion  at  Northampton,  I  think  in  the  year  1735.  The  two 
performances  you  published  on  the  subject  of  the  late  glorious  work 
m  New  England,  well  adapted  to  that  m  Scotland,  gave  me  great 
satisfaction,  especially  the  last  of  them,  for  peculiar  reasons.  This 
much  I  think  myself  bound  to  say.  I  have  many  a  time,  for  some 
years,  designed  to  claim  humbly  the  privilege  of  correspondence 
with  you.  What  has  made  me  defer  doing  it  so  long,  when  some 
of  my  brethren  and  good  acquaintances  have  been  favoured  with 
it,  for  a  considerable  time,  it  is  needless  now  to  mention.  I  shall 
only  say,  I  have  blamed  myself  for  neglect  in  that  matter.  I  do 
now  earnestly  desire  a  room  in  your  pravers  and  friendship,  and  a 
letter  flrom  you  sometimes,  when  you  nave  occasion  to  write  to 
Scodand  ;  and  I  shall  wish  to  be  as  regular  as  I  can,  in  making  a 
return.  With  your  permission,  I  propose  to  trouble  you  now  and 
then  with  tlie  proposal  of  doubts  and  difficulties  that  I  meet  witli, 
and  am  exercised  by ;  as  for  other  reasons,  so  because  some  solu- 
tions in  the  two  mentioned  performances  were  peculiarly  agreeable 
10  me,  and  I  find  from  these  discourses,  that  wherein  I  have  differ- 
ed in  some  things  from  many  others,  my  sentiments  have  harmoni- 
zed with  Mr.  Edwards.  This  especially  was  the  case  in  some 
tilings  contained  in  your  "  Thoughts  concerning  the  Revival  of  Re- 
ligion in  JSTew  England.^^  All  tlie  apology  I  make  for  using  such 
freedom,  tliough  altogether  unacquainted,  is  that  you  will  find  fror 
my  short  attestation  in  Mr.  Robe's  Narrative,  I  am  no  enemy  u. 
you,  or  to  the  work  you  have  been  engaged  in,  and  which  you  havr 
defended  in  a  way  I  could  not  but  much  approve  of.  Also  m\ 
friend  and  countryman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Abercrombie,  wil' 
inform  you  about  me,  if  you  have  occasion  to  see  him  or  hear  from 
him. 

"  I  longed  to  see  somewhat  about  impressions  respecting  factv 
and  future  events,  etc.  whether  by  Scripture-texts  or  otherwise, 
made  on  the  minds  of  good  people,  and  supposed  to  be  from  thi 
Lord  5  for  I  have  had  too  good  occasion  to  know  the  hurtful,  yea, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE   OF    PRESIDENT   EDWARDS.  225 

pernicious  tendency  of  this  principle,  as  commonly  managed,  upon 
many  persons  in  manifold  instances  and  various  respects.  It  has 
indeed  surprised  me  much,  that  wise,  holy  and  learned  divines,  as 
well  as  others,  have  supposed  this  a  spiritual  experience,  an  answer 
of  prayers,  an  evidence  of  being  highly  favoured  by  the  Lord,  etc. 
and  I  was  exceeding  glad,  that  the  Lord  had  directed  yQu  to  give 
so  seasonable  a  caveat  against  what  I  am  assured  you  had  the  best 
reason  to  term,  "A  handle  inlhe  hand  of  tlie  devil,  etc."  I  was 
only  sorry  your  then  design  had  not  permitted  you  to  say  more  on 
that  point.  It  merits  a  volume;  and  the  proper  full  discussion  of 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  seasonable  and  effectual  services  done 
the  church  of  Christ,  and  interest  of  vital  religion  through  the  world, 
that  I  know  of.  I  rejoice  to  find  there  is  a  good  deal  more  on  that 
subject  interspersed  m  your  "  TVeatise  of  Religious  Affections^^ 
which  I  have  got,  but  could  not  as  yet  regularly  peruse.  I  humbly 
think  the  Lord  calls  you,  dear  Sir,  to  consider  every  part  of  that 
point  in  the  most  cridcal  manner,  and  to  represent  fidly  the  conse- 
quences resulting  from  the  several  principles  m  that  matter,  which 
good  people,  as  well  as  others,  have  been  so  fond  of.  And  as  (if  I  do 
not  mistake)  Providence  has  already  put  that  m  your  hand  as  a  part 
of  vour  generation-work,  so  it  will  give  me,  as  well  as  others,  vast 
satisfaction  to  find  more  said  on  the  subject  by  you,  if  you  do  not 
find  what  is  in  the  mentioned  treatises  sufficient,  as  to  which  I  can 
form  no  judgment,  because,  for  myself,  I  have  not  as  yet  consider- 
ed it.  If  any  other  author  has  treated  that  subject,  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  met  with  it,  and  I  believe  hell  has  been  no  less 
delighted  than  surprised,  that  a  regular  attack  has  not  been  made 
on  tibem  on  that  side  before  now.  I  doubt  not  they  dread  the  con- 
sequences of  such  assault  with  exquisite  horror.  The  neglect  or 
oversight,  if  not  the  mistakes  of  so  many  learned  authors,  who  have 
insisted  on  doctrines  that  bear  similitude  or  relation  to  this  matter, 
while  it  was  passed  over,  I  humbly  think  should  teach  us  humility, 
and  some  orher  useful  lessons  I  need  not  name  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

"  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  it  will  not  offend  you,  that  I  humbly  offer 
some  remarks,  with  all  due  deference,  upon  what  I  have  observed 
in  looking  mto  your  "  Treatise  on  Religious  Affections  :^^  and,  upon 
farther  perusal,  shall  frankly  represent  what  I  may  find  difficulty 
about,  if  any  such  passage  should  cast  up ;  expecting  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  set  me  right,  if  I  shall  mistake  or  not  perceive  your 
meaning. 

"Pages  78,  79,*  there  are  several  passages  I  do  not  well 
understand.  Page  78,  line  6,  ad  finenij  you  say,  "  That  they 
should  confidendy  believe  and  trust,  while  they  yet  remain  without 
spiritual  light  or  sight,  is  an  antiscriptural  and  absurd  doctrine  you 
are  refuting."     But  this  doctrine,  as  it  is  understood  by  many,  is, 


♦See  Vol,  V.  pp.  78, 79,  80. 
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that  christians  ought  firmly  to  believe  and  trust  in  Christ  witliout 
light  or  sight,  and  though  they  are  in  a  dark,  dead  frame,  and  for 
the  present  having  no  spiritual  experiences  and  discoveries.  Had 
you  said  they  could  not,  or  would  not  believe  or  trust  without  spir- 
itual light  or  sight,  this  is  what  could  not  be  doubted  :  but  I  humbly 
apprehend,  the  position  will  not  hold  as  you  have  laid  it,  whether 
it  is  applied  to  a  sinner  or  a  saint,  asj  suppose  you  understand  it ; 
for  though  the  sinner  never  will  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  till  he 
has  received  a  saving  manifestation  of  his  glory  by  the  work  of  the 
Spirit,  yet  every  sinner,  we  know,  is  indispensably  bound,  at  all 
seasons,  by  the  divine  authority,  to  believe  instantly  on  the  Lord 
Jesus.  The  command  of  the  Lord,  1  John  iii.  23,  that  we  should 
believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  no  less  binds  the  sin- 
ner to  immediate  performance,  than  the  command  not  to  kill,  to 
keep  llie  Sabbath  day,  or  any  other  duty,  as  to  the  present  per- 
formance of  which,  in  way  of  duty,  all  agree,  the  sinner  is  bound. 
I  suppose  none  of  us  think  we  are  authorised,  or  will  adventure  to 
preach,  that  the  sinner,  should  delay  to  attempt  to  believe  in  the 
Saviour,  till  he  finds  light  fi-om  heaven  shining  mto  his  mind,  or  has 
got  a  saving  sight  or  discovery  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  though  it  is  certain 
he  cannot  believe,  nor  will  do  it  eventually,  till  favoured  with  such 
light  or  sight ;  because  we  should,  in  that  event,  put  in  a  qualifica- 
tion where  tlie  apostle  Paul  and  Silas  did  put  none ;  such  is  their 
exhortation  to  the  jailor.  Acts  xvi.  3L  Also,  as  it  may  be  the  last 
call  the  sinner  is  to  receive,  in  the  dispensation  of  the  word,  we  are 
bound  to  require  him  instantly  to  believe,  whatever  he  does,  or 
does  not  feel  in  himself.  If  you  did  intend  not  the  sinner,  but  the 
saint,  hi  the  before  mentioned  positions,  as  I  am  apt  to  tliink  your 
scope  plainly  intimates,  still  I  apprehend  tliese  your  assertions  are 
not  tenable ;  for  I  humbly  suppose  llie  Christian  is  bound  to  trust 
the  divine  faithfulness  plighted  in  the  promise  for  needfiil  blessings, 
be  his  case  witli  respect  to  light  or  darkness,  sight,  etc.  what  it  will ; 
and  that  no  situation  the  saint  can  be  in,  looses  him  fix)m  obligation 
to  glorify  the  Lord  on  all  occasions,  by  trusting  in  him  and  expect- 
ing the  fulfilment  of  his  word  suiting  his  case.  Also  I  would  ima- 
gine in  Is.  1.  10,  the  saint  is  required  tobeL'eve,  in  tlie  precise  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  your  assertion  above  mentioned.  Pardon 
my  freedom.  You  do  indeed  say,  "  It  is  truly  the  duty  of  tliose 
who  are  dius  in  darkness  to  come  out  of  darkness  into  light  and 
believe,"  page  78,  line  5  ;  but  how  to  reconcile  that  with  Ae  men- 
tioned assertion  that  immediately  follows,  or  with  Is.  1.  10,  or  other 
Scriptures,  or  said  assertions,  and  the  other,  of  which  before,  I  am 
indeed  at  a  loss.  Sometimes  I  think  it  is  not  believing  the  pro- 
mise, or  trusting  the  Lord,  and  trusting  in  him,  you  mean  in  the 
positions  I  have  cited ;  but  the  belief  of  the  goodness  of  one's  state 
that  he  is  a  saint.  If  that  was  what  you  intended,  I  heartily  wish 
you  had  said  so  much  m  the  book ;  but  as  this  is  not  ordinarily 
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wliat  is  meant  by  believing  in  Scripture,  I  must  suppose  it  was  not 
the  idea  affixed  to  your  words ;  and  an  expression  of  yours  seems 
to  make  it  evident.  Had  you  plainly  stated  the  distinction,  betwixt 
the  impossibility  of  one's  actuaUy  believing,  and  its  yet  being  his 
duty  to  believe,  in  the  circumstances  you  mentioned ;  danger  of 
mistake  and  a  handle  for  cavil  had  been  cut  off. 

"  Page  78,  line  20,  etc.,  you  say,  "  To  press  and  urge  them  to 
believe,  without  any  spiritual  light  or  sight,  tends  greatly  to  help 
forward  the  delusicms  of  the  prince  of  darkness."  Had  you  said, 
to  press  them  to  believe  that  the  Lord  was  their  Grod,  when  going  on 
a  course  of  sin,  or  when  sinning  presumptuously,  was  of  such  ten- 
dency, which  probably  was  in  part  what  you  designed,  it  would  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  have  been  much  more  safe,  for  the  reasons 
given.  Also,  as  it  is  ordinarily  and  justly  observed,  that  tliey  who 
are  most  humbled  think  they  are  least  so,  when  under  a  saving 
work  of  the  Spirit,  perhaps  in  like  manner,  spiritual  light  and  sight 
may,  in  some  instances,  be  mistaken  or  not  duly  apprehended ;  in 
which  case,  the  person,  upon  admitting  and  proceeding  upon  your 
suppositions,  may  perhaps  be  apt  to  give  way  to  unbelief,  and  to 
say.  If  I  am  not  to  be  urged  by  the  Lord's  ^servants  to  believe  in 
my  present  circumstances,  it  would  surely  be  presumptuous  in  me,  to 
entertain  thoughts  of  attempting  it.  Or,  it  may  be,  he  shall  think  he 
lias  not  that  degree  of  spiritual  Ught  or  sight,  that  is  absolutely  necessa- 
ry in  order  to  his  believing,  and  thus  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief  shall 
make  him  depart  fix>m  die  livmg  God,  and  neglect  to  set  to  his 
seal  that  he  is  true,  perhaps  from  the  apprehension  that  it  is  liis 
duty  to  remain  as  he  is,  or  at  least  in  the  persuasion  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  essay  to  believe,  till  matters  be  otherwise  with  him. 
If  I  have  ^deduced  consequences  from  your  words  and  manner  of 
reasoning,  which  you  think  they  do  not  jusdy  bear,  I  will  be  glad 
to  be  rectified  by  you,  dear  Sir,  and  would  be  satisfied  to  know 
from  you,  how  the  practice  you  remark  upon  in  tlie  fore-mentioned 
passage,  tends  to  help  forward  the  delusions  of  Satan.  I  am  apt 
to  believe  the  grounds  upon  which  you  proceed,  in  die  whole  para- 
graph I  have  mentioned,  is,  that  you  have  with  you,  real  Antino- 
mians,  who  teach  things  about  faiUi  and  believing,  subversive  of 
new  obedience  and  gospel  holiness,  and  inconsistent  with  the  Scrip- 
ture doctrines  concerning  them.  But  as  we  have  few,  if  any  such 
at  all,  (I  believe  I  might  say  more,)  in  tliis  countrj',  and  at  the 
same  time  have  numbers  who  would  have  the  most  accurate  and 
judicious  evangelical  preachers  to  insist  a  great  deal  more  upon 
doing  J  and  less  upon  believing  j  Mark  x.  1 7 — ^23,  for  what  reasons 
you  will  perceive,  I  am  afraid  your  words  will  be  misrepresented 
by  them,  and  a  sense  put  upon  your  expressions,  wluch  you  were 
far  from  intending.  I  expect  a  mighty  clamour  by  the  Seceders, 
if  the  book  shall  fall  into  their  hands.  All  I  shall  say  about  what 
is  expressed  by  you,  page  78,  line  32,  etc.  is,  that  I  have  frequentiy  . 
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heard  it  taught  by  those  accounted  the  most  orthodox,  tlftt  the  be- 
liever was  bound  to  trust  in  the  Lord,  in  the  very  worst  frame  he 
could  be  in,  and  that  the  exercise  of  faith  was  the  way  to  be  dehr- 
ered  Irom  darkness,  deadness,  backsliding,  etc.  It  is  imposable 
one  should  err,  who  follows  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Lord  in 
his  word,  I  suppose  no  person  is  bound  or  allowed  to  defer  be- 
lieving one  single  moment,  because  he  finds  himself  in  a  bad  situ- 
ation, because  the  Spirit  breathes  not  on  him,  or  he  finds  not  actual 
influence  from  heaven  communicated  to  him  at  that  season,  ren- 
dering him  capable  or  meet  for  it;  for  this  reason,  that  not  our 
ability  or  fitness,  but  the  Lord's  command,  is  the  rule  of  duty,  etc. 
It  merits  consideration,  whether  the  believer  should  ever  doubt  of 
his  state,  on  any  account  whatever ;  because  doubting,  as  opposed 
to  believing,  is  absolutely  sinful.  I  know  the  opposite  has  been 
prescribed,  when  the  saint  is  plunged  in  prevailing  iniquity ;  but 
does  not  doubting  strengthen  corruption  ?  is  not  unbelief  the  lead- 
ing sin,  as  faith  is  the  leading  grace  ? 

"  Page  258,  (Note,)  you  cite  as  an  authority  Mr.  Stoddard,  af- 
firming, *'  One  way  of  sin  is  exception  enough  against  men's  salva- 
tion, though  their  temptations  be  great."  I  weU  remember  the 
singularly  Judicious  Dr.  Owen  somewhere  says  to  this  effect,  "Pre- 
valence of  a  particular  sin  over  a  person  for  a  considerable  time, 
shews  him  to  be  no  saint,  except  when  under  the  power  of  a 
strong  temptation."  I  would  suppose  such  texts  as  Isaiah  Ixiv. 
6,  page  65,  3,  etc.  warranted  the  Doctor  to  assert  as  he  did. 
It  is,  I  own,  no  small  difficulty  to  steer  the  middle  course, 
betwixt  afibrding  hypocrites  ground  unwarrantably  to  presume 
on  the  one  hand,  and  wounding  the  Lord's  dear  children  on 
the  other ;  and  all  the  little  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  I  would 
hope  the  Lord  has  given  me,  makes  me  think  Mr.  Shepherd, 
good  and  great  man  as  he  was,  verged  not  a  little  to  the  last  ex- 
treme, widi  whom,  if  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  Stoddard  symbdizes  in 
the  above  assertion  ;  for  such  as  I  have  mentioned,  I  apprehend  is 
the  drift  and  tendency  of  Mr.  Shepherd's  principles.  In  some  in- 
stances, daily  experience  and  observation  confirm  me  still  more, 
that  we  should  be  very  cautious  and  modest  when  assertmg  on  that 
head,  and  should  take  care  to  go  no  farther  in  the  matter,  than  we 
have  plain  Scripture  to  bear  us  out.  The  consideration,  that  in- 
dwelling sin  sometimes  certainly  gets  such  ascendant,  that  the  new 
creature  is,  for  the  time  the  Lord  sees  meet,  as  fire  buried  under 
ashes,  undiscemed  and  inactive,  lays  foundation,  in  my  humble  ap- 
prehension, for  saying  somewhat  stronger  on  that  pomt,  than  I  irould 
choose  to  utter  in  public  teaching,  and  how  long  a  saint  may  have 
been  in  the  case  now  hinted,  I  suppose  it  belongs  not  to  us  precise- 
ly to  determine. 

"  Page  259,  you  say,  "  Nor  can  a  true  saint  ever  fall  away,  so 
that  it  diall  come  to  this,  that  ordinarily  diere  shall  be  no  renaark- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE   or   PRESIDENT   EDWARDS.  239 

able  difference  in  his  walk  and  behaviour  since  his  conversion,  from 
what  was'  before."  I  do  not  remember  that  the  Scripture  any 
where  mentions,  that  David  or  Solomon  were  sanctified  from  the 
womb.  I  think  the  contrary  may  be  presumed  ;  and  it  is  evident 
for  a  considerable  time,  with  the  first  ordinarily,  and  for  a  long  time, 
in  the  case  of  the  latter  ordinarily,  there  was  a  remarkable  differ- 
ence for  the  worse,  in  the  walk  and  behaviour  of  both  of  them, 
when  we  are  sure  they  were  saints,  from  what  it  appears  it  had 
been  in  their  younger  years.  Besides,  let  us  suppose  a  person  of 
a  good  natural  disposition,  bred  up  in  aversion  to  all  vicious  prac- 
tices, by  a  religious  education  and  example,  and  virtuous  inclina- 
tion thus  cultivated  in  him,  2  Peter  ii.  20,  and  he  is  converted 
when  come  to  maturity,  and  afterwards  corruption  in  him  meets 
with  peculiar  temptations  ;  I  doubt  much  if  there  would  be  a  re- 
markable difference  betwixt  his  then  conversation  and  walk,  and 
that  in  imregeneracy.  The  contrary  I  think  is  found  in  experi- 
ence, and  the  principles  laid  down  leave  room  to  suppose  it. 

"  I  own  in  what  I  have  above  said  I  have  perhaps  gone  farther 
than- becomes  a  man  of  my  standing  in  writing  to  one  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's experience,  and  am  heartily  sorry  my  first  letter  to  you  is 
in  such  a  strain,  and  on  such  a  subject.  But  love  to  you,  dear  Sir, 
and  concern  lest  you  should  be  thought  to  patronize  what  I  am  sure 
you  do  not,  and  to  oppose  what  are  your  real  sentiments,  made  me 
write  with  such  freedom  and  break  over  restraints,  which  modesty, 
decency,  etc.,  should  otherwise  have  laid  me  under,  that  you  might 
have  an  opportumty  to  know  in  what  light  these  things  I  menticm  to 
you  appear  to  some  who  are  your  real  fi*iends  in  this  country.  A 
valuable  minister,  in  kx)king  into  what  is  noticed  in  pages  78  and 
79,  said  to  me,  it  would  be  right  some  should  write  you  about  it, 
and  I  take  this  first  opportunity,  that  you  may  have  access  to  judge 
of  the  matter,  and  what  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  do,  or  not  to 
do  in  it. 

"  I  will  expect  an  answer  with  yoiur  convenience.  I  hope  you 
will  deal  freely  with  me  ;  for  I  can  say,  I  would  sit  down  and  learn 
at  your  feet,  dear  Sir,  accounting  myself  as  a  child  in  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures,  when  compared  wiUi  others  I  will  not  name,  and 
the  longer  I  live  I  see  the  greater  advantage  in  improvements  of 
that  kind.  Conceal  nothmg  that  you  think  will  tend  to  put  me 
right  if  you  find  my  views  are  not  just.  I  proposed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  letter  to  trouble  you  with  some  questions  or  doubts,  and 
shall  mention  one  or  two  at  present  What  should  one  do  who  is 
ineessantiy  harrassed  by  Satan;  can  by  no  means  keep  him  out  of 
his  mind ;  has  used  all  means  prescribed  in  Scripture  and  sug- 
gested by  divines  for  resistance  known  to  him,  in  vain;  it  may 
be  for  a  long  time  has  cried  to  Christ,  but  he  hears  not, 
seems  not  to  regard  him ;  all  his  efforts  are  swallowed  up  in  the 
deluge  ol  the  foe ;  do  what  he  will,  seems  to  gain  no  ground  against 
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the  powers  of  darkness  ;  is  apt  to  dread  be  shall  sink  under  the 
load,  and  never  shall  be  delivered  m  this  world  ?  What  would  you 
advise  such  a  person  to  do  ?  What  construction^  think  you,  should 
be  put  on  the  sovereign  conduct  and  dispensation  of  Heaven  toward 
him  ?  I  have  occasion  to  be  conversant  about  this  case  practically 
demonstrated,  of  many  yeara  continuance,  without  interruption ; 
and  will  therefore  be  glad  to  have  your  mind  about  it  in  a  particular 
manner,  and  as  much  at  large  as  you  conveniendy  can,  it  is  said, 
all  things  work  for  good,  etc.  As  degrees  of  glory  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  tliose  of  grace,  how  can  it  be  made  appear  it  is  for  one's 
good  what  sometimes  happens  to  saints,  their  being  permitted  to 
fall  under  backslidings  and  spiritual  decays,  and  to  die  in  that  state, 
perhaps  after  continuing  in  it  a  considerable  while,  and  when  theur 
situation  has  been  attended  with  the  melancholy  circumstances  and 
consequences  tliat  sometimes  have  place  in  that  state  of  matters  ? 
The  solution  of  this  I  would  gladly  receive  from  you. 

"Are  tlie  works  of  die  great  Mr.  Boston  known  in  your  country, 
viz.  the  Fourfold  State  of  Man,  View  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
and  a  Discourse  on  AfSicdons,  and  Church  communion,  etc.  If 
not  inform  me  by  your  letter.  I  have  now  need  to  own  my  fault 
in  troubling  you  with  so  long  a  letter,  and  so  I  shall  end,  etc. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  M'Culloch,  of  Cambuslang. 

"  J^Torthcmiptonj  Jan.  21,  1747. 
"To  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Culloch. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Brother, 

"  The  tune  seems  long  to  me,  since  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  you  ;  I  have  had  two  letters  from  each  of  my  other  corres- 
})ondents  in  Scodand,  since  I  have  had  any  from  you.  Our  corres- 
pondence has  been  to  me  very  pleasant ;  and  I  am  very  loth  it  should 
fail. 

"  Great  changes  have  been,  dear  Sir,  since  I  have  had  a  letter 
from  you ;  and  Grod  has  done  great  things,  both  in  Scodand  and 
America :  Though  not  of  the  same  nature,  with  those  that  were 
wrought  some  years  ago,  by  the  out-pourings  of  his  Spirit :  Yet 
those  wherein  his  Providence  is  on  many  accounts  exceedingly  re- 
markable :  In  Scodand,  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion ; 
and  in  America,  m  our  preservation  fix)m  the  great  French  Arma- 
da, from  Brest,  and  their  utter  disappointment  and  confusion,  by 
the  immediate  and  wonderful  Hand  of  Heaven  against  them,  with- 
out any  interposition  of  any  arm  of  flesh :  The  nearest  akin  to 
God's  wonderful  works  of  old,  in  the  defence  of  his  people,  in 
Moses',  Joshua's,  and  Hezekiah's  time,  perhaps  of  any  that  have 
been  in  these  latter  ages  of  the  world.  I  have  been  writing  some 
account  of  it  to  Mr.  McLaurin :  But  since  then,  I  have  seen  a 
thanksgiving  sermon  of  Mr.  Prince's,  preached  on  that  occasion : 
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•  in  which  is  a  much  more  distinct,  particular,  and  (I  suppose)  exact 
account  of  the  matter,  (which  sermon  you  will  doubtless  see.) 
Though  there  is  something,  that  I  observed  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
McLaurin,  of  the  coming  of  that  fleet,  its  being  overruled  for  our 
preservation,  in  this  part  of  the  land  where  I  dwell,  when  eminently 
exposed,  and  when  we  have  all  reason  to  think  our  enemies  in  Canada 
liad  formed  designs  against  us,  tiiat  Mr.  Prince  does  not  mention. 

"  In  my  last  letter  to  you,  I  wrotej^ou  some  thoughts  and  notions 
I  bad  entertained,  concerning  the  pouring  out  of  the  sixtli  vial 
on  the  river  Euphrates,  and  the  approach  of  the  happy  day  of 
the  Church's  prosperity  and  glory,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  An« 
tichrist,  and  other  enemies  of  the  Church,  so  often  spoken  of  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures :  I  signified  it  as  what  appeared  to  me  probable, 
that  one  mam  thing  intended  by  the  dr3dng  up  the  river  Euphrates, 
was  the  drying  up  the  temporal  supplies  and  income  of  the  Anti- 
christian  church  and  kingdom;  and  suggested  it  to  consideration 
whether  God,  appearing  so  wonderfully  for  the  taking  Cape  Bre- 
ton, and  the  American  Fishery,  thereon  depending,  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  thereby  drying  up  so  great  a  fountain  of 
the  weal^  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  might  not  be  looked  upon 
as  one  eflTect  of  the  sixth  vial.  I  would  now  also  propose  it  to  be 
considered,  whether  God's  so  extraordinarily  appearing.to  baflle  the 
great  attempt  of  the  French  nation,  to  re-possess  themselves  of  this 
place,  be  not  some  confirmation  of  it;  and  whether  or  no  the  al- 
most ruining  the  French  East  India  Trade,  by  the  dreadful  hand 
of  heaven,  in  burying  their  stores  at  Port  L'Orient,  and  the  taking 
so  many  of  their  ships  by  Commodore  Bamet,  and  also  the  taking 
so  many  of  their  South  Sea  ships,  vastly  rich,  and  several  oUier 
things  of  like  nature,  that  might  be  mentioned,  may  not  probabl)- 
be  further  effects  of  this  vial.  But  whatever  he  thought  of  these 
particular  events,  and  the  application  of  the  prophecies  to  tlieni ; 
yet  it  appears  to  me,  that  God's  late  dealings,  both  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  American  Plantations,  if  they  be  duly  considered,  as 
they  are  in  themselves  and  circumstances^  afford  just  reason  to 
hope  tliat  a  day  is  approachmg  for  the  peculiar  triumphs  of  divine 
mercy  and  sovereign  grace,  over  all  the  unworthiness,  and  most  ag- 
gravated provocations  of  men.  If  it  be  considered  what  God's 
past  dealings  have  been  with  England  and  Scotland,  for  two  centu- 
ries past,  what  obligations  he  has  laid  those  nations  under,  and  par- 
ticularly the  mercies  bestowed  more  lately ;  and  we  then  well  con- 
sider the  kind,  manner,  and  degree,  of  die  provocations  and  wick- 
edness of  those  nations,  and  yet  diat  God  so  spares  tliera,  and  has 
of  late  so  remarkably  delivered  them,  when  so  exposed  to  deserved 
destructbn :  and  if  it  be  also  considered  what  God's  dealings  have 
been  with  this  land,  on  its  first  setdement,  and  from  its  beginning 
hitherto,  and  how  lon^  we  have  been  revolting  and  growing  worse, 
and  what  great  mercy  he  has  lately  granted  us,  on  die  late  remark- 
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able  striviiig  of  his  Spirit  with  us,  and  how  his  Spirit  has  been  treat- 
ed, his  mercy  and  grace  despised,  and  bitterly  opposed,  how  great- 
ly we  have  backslidden,  what  a  degree  of  stupidity  we  are  sunk 
into,  and  how  full  the  land  has  been  of  such  kmds  of  wickedness, 
as  have  approached  so  near  to  the  unpardonable  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  how  obstinate  we  are  still  in  our  wickedness,  with- 
out the  least  appearances  of  repentance  or  reformation ;  and  it  be 
then  considered  how  Grod  has  of  late  made  his  arm  bare,  in  almost 
miraculous  dispensations  of  his  Providence,  in  our  behalf,  to  succeed 
us  against  our  enemies,  and  defend  us  from  them : — ^I  say  if  these 
things  be  considered,  it  appears  evident  to  me,  not  only  that  God's 
mercies  are  infinitely  above  the  mercies  of  men ;  but  also  tliat  he 
has  in  these  things,  gone  quite  out  of  the  usual  course  of  his  Provi- 
dence and  manner  of  dealings  with  his  professing  people,  and  I  coh- 
fess,  it  gives  me  great  hope  that  God's  appointed  time  is  approach- 
ing, for  the  triumphs  and  displays  of  his  infinite,  sovereign  grace, 
beyond  all  that  ever  has  been  before,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world ;  at  least  I  think  there  is  much  in  these  diings,  considered 
together  with  other  remarkable  things  Grod  has  lately  done,  to  en- 
courage and  animate  Grod's  people  unitedly  to  cry  to  God,  that  he 
would  appear  for  the  bringing  on  those  glorious  effects  of  his 
mercy,  so  often  foretold  to  be  in  the  latter  days ;  and  particularly 
to  continue  that  Concert  for  Prayer,  set  on  foot  in  Scotland,  and 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  continue  seven  years  longer.  My  wife 
and  children  join  with  me  m  respectful,  cordial  salutations  to  you 
and  yours. 

"That  we  may  be  remembered  in  your  prayers,  is  the  request, 
dear  Sir,  of  your  affectionate  Brother, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

To  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gillespie,  Mr.  Edwards  returned  the 
following  answer. 

"  Northampton^  Sept.  4,  1747. 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"I  received  your  letter  of  Nov.  24,  1746,  though  very  long 
after  it  was  written.  I  thank  you  for  it,  and  for  your  proposing  a 
correspondence.  Such  an  offer  I  shall  gladly  embrace,  and  es- 
teem it  a  great  privilege,  more  especially  from  the  character  I 
have  received  of  you  from  Mr.  Abercrombie,  who  I  perceive  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  you. 

As  to  the  objections  you  make  against  some  things  contained 
in  my  work  on  Religums  Affections^  I  am  sorry  you  did  not  read 
the  book  through,  beibre  you  made  them ;  if  you  had,  perhaps  the 
difficulties  would  not  have  appeared  quite  so  great.  As  to  what  is 
contamed  in  the  78th  and  79th  pages,  I  suppose  there  is  not  the 
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'A 

least  difference  of  opinion  between  you  and  me,  unless  it  be  con- 
cerning the  signification  and  propriety  of  expressions.  I  am  fully 
of  your  mind,  and  always  was  without  the  least  doubt  of  it;  "  That 
every  one,  both  saint  and  sinner,  is  indispensably  bound,  at  all  sea- 
sons, by  the  divme  authority,  to  believe  instantly  on  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  that  the  command  of  the  Lord,  1  John  iii.  23,  that  we 
should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  as  it  is  a 
prescription  of  the  moral  law,  no  less  binds  the  sinner  to  imme- 
diate performance,  than  the  commandment  not  to  kill,  to  keep  the 
Sabbath  day,  or  any  other  duty,  as  to  the  present  performance  of 
which,  in  way  of  duty,  all  agree  the  sinner  is  bound ;  and  that  men 
are  bound  to  trust  the  divine  faithfulness,  be  their  case  with  respect 
to  light  and  darkness,  sight,  etc.  what  it  will ;  and  that  no  situation 
they  can  be  in,  looses  them  from  obligation  to  glorify  the  Lord  at 
all  seasons,  and  to  expect  the  fulfilment  of  his  words;  and  that  the 
smner  who  is  without  spiritual  light  or  sight  is  boimd  to  believe,  and 
that  it  is  a  duty  at  that  very  time  incumbent  on  him  to  believe.** 
But  I  conceive  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  these 
two  things,  viz.  its  being  the  duty  of  a  man,  who  is  without  spiritual 
light  or  sight,  to  believe,  and  its  being  his  duty  to  believe  without 
spiritual  light  or  sight,  or  to  believe  while  he  yet  remains  without 
spiritual  light  or  sight.  Just  the  same  difference,  which  there  is  be- 
tween these  two  things,  viz.  its  being  his  duty  who  has  no  faith  to 
believe,  and  its  being  his  duty  to  believe  without  faith,  or  to  believe 
without  believing.  I  trust  none  will  assert  the  latter,  because  of 
the  contradiction  which  it  implies.  As  it  is  not  proper  to  say,  it  is 
a  man's  duty  to  believe  without  faith,  because  it  implies  a  contradic- 
tion ;  so  I  think  it  equally  improper  to  say,  it  is  a  man's  duty  to  be- 
lieve without  those  things  which  are  essentially  implied  in  faith,  be- 
cause that  also  implies  a  contradiction.  But  a  spiritual  sight  of 
Christ,  or  knowledge  of  Christ,  is  essentially  implied  in  the  very 
nature  and  notion  of  faith  ;  and  therefore  it  is  absurd  to  talk  of  be- 
lieving on  Christ,  without  spiritual  light  or  sight.  It  is  the  duty  of 
a  man,  who  is  without  those  things  which  essentially  belong  to  faith, 
to  believe ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  man,  who  is  without  those  things 
which  essentially  belong  to  love,  to  love  God ;  because  it  is  an  in- 
dispensable obligation  that  lies  on  aU  men  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
circumstances,  to  love  God :  but  yet  it  is  not  a  duty  to  love  (Jbd 
ipntfaout  loving  him,  or  continuing  without  those  things  which  essen- . 
tially  belong  to  his  love.  It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  have  no  sense 
of  the  loveliness  of  God  and  have  no  esteem  of  him,  to  love  him, 
and  they  are  not  in  the  least  excused,  by  the  want  of  this  sense  and 
esteem  in  not  loving  him  one  moment;  but  yet  it  would  be  properly 
nonsense  to  say  it  is  their  duty  to  love  him,  without  any  sense  of 
his  loveliness,  or  esteem  of  him.  It  is  indeed  their  duty  this  mo- 
ment to  come  out  of  their  disesteem,  and  stupid  wicked  insensibility 
of  his  bveliness,  and  to  love  him.  I  made  the  distinction,  (I  thought) 
Vol.  I.  30 
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very  plamly,  in  the  midst  of  those  sentences  you  quote  as  excep- 
tionable. I  say  expressly,  p.  74,  "It  is  truly  the  duty  of  those,  who 
are  in  darkness,  to  come  out  of  darkness  into  light  and  believe;  but, 
that  they  should  confidently  believe  and  trust,  while  they  yet  re- 
main vnthout  spiritual  light  or  sight,  is  an  anti-scriptural  and  absurd 
doctrine.'*  The  misunderstanding  between  us,  dear.  Sir,  I  sup- 
pose to  be  in  the  different  application  of  the  particle  vnthout^  in  ray 
use  of  It,  and  your  understanding  of  it,  or  what  we  understand  as 
spoken  of  and  supposed  in  the  expression,  vnthout  spiritual  light 
or  sight.  '  As  I  use  it,  I  apply  it  to  the  act  of  believing,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  to  be  very  absurd  to  talk  of  an  act  of  faith  wit/umt  spiritual 
light  or  sight,  wherein  I  suppose  you  will  allow  rae  to  be  in  the 
right.  As  you  understand  it,  it  is  applied  to  duty  or  obligation^  and 
you  suppose  it  to  be  not  at  all  absurd,  to  talk  of  an  obligation  to  be- 
lieve without  spiritual  light  or  sight,  but  that  the  obligation  remains 
full,  where  there  is  no  spiritual  light  or  sight,  wherein  I  allow  you  are 
in  the  right.  I  think,-  Sir,  if  you  read  what  I  have  said  in  my  book  on 
this  head  again,  it  will  be  exceedingly  apparent  to  you,  that  it  is  thus 
that  I  apply  the  preposition  vnthout^  and  not  as  you  before  un- 
derstood it.  I  thought  I  had  very  plainly  manifested,  that  what  I 
meant  by  being  in  darkness  was  being  in  spiritual  blindness^  and 
so  b  a  dead,  stupid,  and  unchristian  frame,  and  not  what  is  com- 
monly called  being  without  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  under 
the  hidings  of  his  face.  Great  numbers  m  this  country  proceed  on 
tlie  supposition,  in  their  opinions  and  practice,  that  there  really  is 
such  a  manner  of  believing,  such  a  kind  of  faith  as  this,  viz.  a  con- 
fident believing  and  firm  trusting  in  God  in  the  dark,  in  the  sense 
just  mentioned,  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  divine  prescription, 
and  which  many  actually  have.  Indeed  there  are  innumerable  in- 
stances of  such  as  are  apparendy  in  a  most  negligent,  apostate,  and 
everyway  unchristian  and  wicked  frame;  who  yet,  encouraged  by  this 
principle,  retain  a  strong  confidence  of  their  piety,  and  imagine  that 
herem  they  do  their  duty  and  glorify  God,  under  the  notion  of  trust- 
ing God  in  the  dark,  and  hoping  against  hope,  and  not  relying  on 
their  own  righteousness  ;  and  they  suppose  it  would  show  a  legal 
spirit  to  do  otherwise.  I  thought  it  would  be  manifest  to  every 
reader  that  I  was  arguing  against  such  persons  as  these. 

"  You  say,  "  It  merits  consideration,  whether  the  believer  should 
ever  doubt  of  his  state,  on  any  account  whatever,  because  doubt- 
ing, as  opposed  to  bcUeving,  is  absolutely  sinful."  Here,  Sir,  you 
seem  to  suppose  that  a  person's  doubting  of  his  own  good  estate^  is 
the  proper  opposite  of  faiths  and  these  and  some  other  expressions 
in  your  letter  seem  to  suppose  that  doubting  ofone*s  good  estate^ 
and  unbeliefs  are  the  same  thing  ;  and  so,  that  confidence  in  one^s 

food  estate,  wad  faith,  are  the  same  thing.     This,  I  acknowledge, 
do  not  understand ;  I  do  not  suppose  yatVA,  and  a  person^ s  beUeth 
ing  that  he  hits  faith,  to  be  the  same  tlnng. .   Nor  do  I  take  unJe- 
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Uef^  or  being  without  faith,  and  doubting  whether  he  has  it^  to  be 
the  same  thing,  but  entirely  di^rent.  I  should  have  been  glad 
either  that  you  had  taken  a  little  more  notice  of  what  I  say  on  this 
head,  p.  79,  80,  or  that  you  had  said  something  to  convince  me  that 
I  am  wrong  in  this  point.  The  exercise  of  faith  is  dovitless  the  way 
to  be  delivered  from  darkness^  deadness^  backsliding,  etc,  or  rather 
is  the  deliverance ;  as  forsaking  sin  is  the  way  to  deliverance  from 
sin,  and  is  the  deliverance  itself.  The  exercise  of  grace  is  doubt- 
less the  way  to  deliverance  from  a  graceless  frame,  which  consists 
in  the  want  of  the  exercise  of  grace.  But  as  to  what  you  say,  or 
seem  to  intimate,  that  a  person's  being  confident  of  his  own  good 
estate,  is  the  way  to  be  delivered  from  darkness,  deadness,  back- 
sliding and  prevailing  iniquity  ;  I  thbk,  whoever  supposes  this  to  be 
God's  method  of  delivering  his  saints,  when  sunk  into  an  evil,  care- 
less* carnal  and  unchristian  frame,  first  to  assure  them  of  their  good 
estate  and  his  favour,  while  they  yet  remain  in  such  a  frame,  and 
to  make  that  the  means  of  their  deliverance,  does  surely  mistake 
God's  method  of  deaUng  with  such  persons.  Among  all  the  mul- 
titudes I  have  had  opportunity  to  observe,  I  never  knew  one  dealt 
with  after  this  manner.  I  have  known  many  brought  back  from 
great  declension,  who  appeared  to  me  to  be  real  saints  ;  but  it  was 
in  a  way  very  different  from  this.  In  the  first  placcy  conscience 
has  been  awakened,  and  they  have  been  brought  into  distressing 
fears  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Thus  they  have  become  the  subjects 
of  a  new  work  of  humiliation,  and  have  been  led  deeply  to  feel 
that  they  deserve  his  wrath,  even  while  they  have  feared  it,  before 
God  has  delivered  them  from  their  apprehensions,  and  comforted 
them  with  a  renewed  sense  of  his  favour. 

"  As  to  what  I  say  of  the  necessity  of  universal  obedience,  or  of 
one  way  ofknovm  sin,  (i.  e.  so  as  properly  to  be  said  to  be  the  way 
and  manner  of  the  man,)  being  exception  enough  against  a  man's 
salvation  ;  I  should  have  known  better  what  to  have  said  further 
about  it,  if  you  had  briefly  shown  how  the  passages  of  Scripture 
which  I  mention,  and  the  arguments  which  I  deduce  from  them, 
are  insufficient  for  the  proof  of  this  point.  I  confess  they  appear 
to  roe  to  prove  it  as  fully,  as  any  thing  concerning  the  necessary 
qualifications  of  a  christian  can  be  proved  from  Scripture. 

"  You  object  agabst  my  saying  p.  259,  "  Nor  can  a  true 
saint  ever  fall  away  to  such  a  degree,  that  ordinarily  there  shall  be 
no  remarkable  difference  between  his  behaviour,  after  his  conver- 
sk>n,  and  before."  This,  I  think,  implies  no  more  than  that  his  be- 
haviour, in  similar  circumstances,  and  under  similar  trials,  will  have 
a  remarkable  difference.  As  to  the  instances  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon, I  am  not  aware  that  the  Scriptures  give  us  any  where  so  full 
a  history  of  their  behaviour  before  their  conversion,  as  to  enable  us 
to  compare  it  with  their  subsequent  life.  These  examples  are  un- 
certain.    But  I  think  those  doctrines  of  the  Scriptures  are  not  un- 
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certab,  which  I  mention  m  the  passage  you  cite,  to  prove  that  con- 
verts are  new  men,  new  creatures,  that  they  are  renewed  not  only 
withm  but  without,  that  old  things  are  passed  away  and  all  things 
become  new,  that  they  walk  in  newness  of  life,  that  the  members 
of  their  bodies  are  new,  that  whereas  they  before  were  the  servants 
of  sin,  and  yielded  their  members  servants  of  iniquity,  now  they 
jrield  them  servants  of  righteousness  unto  holiness. 

"  As  to  the  doubts  and  cases  of  difficulty  you  mention,  I  think  it 
needless  for  a  divine  of  your  character,  to  apply  for  the  solution  of 
them  to  one,  who  ought  rather  to  take  the  attitude  of  a  learner. 
However,  since  you  are  pleased  to  insist  on  my  giving  my  mind 
upon  them,  I  would  observe,  with  regard  to  the  first  case  you  men- 
tion, that  of  a  person  incessantly  harrassed  by  Satan,  etc.  you  do 
not  point  out  the  nature  of  the  temptations  with  which  he  is  bar-  . 
rassed ;  and  without  this,  I  tliink  it  impossible  to  give  proper  advice 
and  directions  concerning  it.  Satan  is  to  be  resisted  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  in  different  kinds  of  onsets.  When  persons  ar© 
harrassed  with  those  strange,  horrid  impressions,  towhich  persons 
afflicted  with  hypochondria  are  often  subject;  he  is  to  be  resisted  in 
a  very  different  manner,  fi-om  what  is  proper  in  cases  of  violent 
temptation  to  gratify  some  worldly  lust.  In  the  former  case,  I 
should  by  no  means  advise  men  to  resist  the  devil  by  entering  the 
lists  with  him,  and  engaging  in  a  violent  struggle  with  the  grand  ad- 
versary ;  but  rather  by*  diverting  the  mind  firom  his  frightful  sugges- 
tions, by  going  on  stedfastly  and  diligentiy  in  the  oi5inary  course 
of  duty,  without  allowing  themselves  time  and  leisure  to  attend  to 
his  sophistry,  and  by  committing  themselves  to  God  in  prayer. 
That  4s  the  best  way  of  resisting  the  devil,  which  crosses  his  de- 
sign most ;  and  he  more  effectually  disappoints  him  in  such  cases, 
who  treats  him  with  neglect,  than  he  who  engages  in  a  direct  con- 
flict, and  tries  his  strength  and  skill  widi  him,  in  a  violent  dispute 
or  combat.  The  latter  course  rather  gives  him  an  advantage ;  and 
if  he  can  get  persons  thus  engaged  in  a  violent  struggle,  he  gains  a 
great  point.  He  knows  that  hypochondrical  persons  are  not  quali- 
fied to  maintain  it.  By  this  he  diverts  him  from  the  ordinary  coin-se 
of  duty ;  and  having  gained  his  attention  to  what  he  says,  he  has 
opportunity  to  use  all  his  craft  and  subdety.  By  such  a  strujggle 
he  raises  a  deeper  melancholy,  weakens  the  mind  still  more,  gets 
the  unhappy  man  faster  and  faster  in  his  snares,  and  increases  his 
anxiety  of  mind  ;  which  is  the  very  thmg  by  which  he  mainly  ac- 
complishes all  his  purposes  with  such  persons. 

"  As  to  the  difficulty  of  verifying  Rom.  viii.  20.  AU  ihingi  thdU 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God^  in  the  case  of  a 
christian  who  falls  under  backsliding  and  spiritual  decays  ;  it  is  not 
perfecdy  obvious  how  this  is  to  be  interpreted,  and  how  far  it  may 
hence  be  inferred,  that  the  temptations  of  christians  from  Satan  and 
an  evil  world,  and  their  declensions  and  sins,  shall  surely  work  for 
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their  good.      However,  since  you  desire  my  thoughts,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  express  them. 

"  Two  things  may  be  laid  down,  as  certain  and  indubitable,  con- 
cerning this  doctrine  of  the  apostle. 

"  tirst.  The  meaning  cannot  be  that  God's  actual  dispensations 
towards  each  christian  are  the  best  for  him  of  all  that  are  possible: 
or  that  all  things  which  are  ordered  for  him,  or  done  with  respect 
to  him,  are  in  all  respects  better  for  him  than  any  thing  which  (Jod 
could  have  ordered  or  done,  issumg  in  the  highest  good  and  hap- 
piness to  which  he  can  possibly  be  brought ;  for  that  implies  tliat 
(Jod  will  confer  on  every  one  of  his  elect,  as  much  happmessas  he 
can  confer,  in  the  utmost  exercise  of  his  omnipotence,  and  this  sets 
aside  all  those  different  degrees  of  grace  and  holiness  here,  and 
glory  hereafter,  which  he  bestows  according  to  his  sovereign  plea* 
sure. 

"  All  things  work  together  for  good  to  the  saints ;  all  may  have 
a  concurring  tendency  to  their  happiness,  and  may  finally  issue  in  it, 
and  yet  not  tend  to,  or  issue  in,  the  highest  possible  degree  of  hap- 
pmess.  There  is  a  certain  measure  of  hotiness  and  happiness,  to 
which  each  one  of  the  elect  is  eternally  appointed,  and  all  things 
that  relate  to  him,  work  to^elber  to  bring  to  p2iss  this  appointed 
measttre  of  good.  The  text  and  context  speak  of  God's  eternal  pur^ 
pose  of  good  to  the  elect,  predestinating  them  to  a  conformity  to  his 
Sob  in  holiness  and  happiness ;  and  )he  implicit  reasoning  of  the  apos- 
tle leads  us  to  suppose  that  aU  things  will  purely  concur  to  bring  to 
effect  God's  eternal  purpose.  Hence  fi^m  his  reascmmg  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  all  tlungs  will  tend  to,  and  work  together  to  accom- 
plish that  degree  of  good  which  God  has  purposed  to  bestow  upon 
them,  and  not  any  more.  Indeed  it  would  be  in  itself  unreasona- 
ble to  suppose  any*  thing  else  ;  for  as  Grod  is  the  supreme  orderer 
of  all  things,  doubtless  all  things  shall  be  so  ordered,  that  with  one 
consent,  they  shall  help  to  bring  to  pass  his  ends  and  purposes ;  but 
surely  not  to  bring  to  pass  what  he  does  not  aim  at,  and  never  in- 
tended. God,  in  his  government  of  the  world,  is  carrying  on  his 
own  designs  in  every  ttong ;  but  he  is  not  carrying  on  that  which  is 
not  his  design,  and  tiberefore  there  is  no  need  of  supposing,  that  all 
the  circumstances,  means  and  advantages  of  every  saint,  are  the 
best  in  every  respect  diat  God  could  have  ordered  for  him,  or  tiiat 
there  could  have  been  no  circumstances  or  means  of  which  he 
could  have  been  the  subject,  which  would  with  God's  usual  bles- 
sing have  issued  in  his  greater  good.  Every  christian  is  a  living 
stmie,  that  in  this  present  state  of  preparation,  is  fitting  for  the  place 
appointed  for  him  in  the  heavenly  temple.  In  this  sense  all  things 
undoubtedly  work  together  for  good  to  every  one  who  is  called  ac- 
cording to  God's  purpose.  He  is,  all  the  while  he  lives  in  this 
worid,  by  all  the  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  him,  fitting 
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for  the  particular  mansion  in  glory,  which  is  appointed  and  pr^)ar- 
ed  for  him. 

Secondly.  When  it  is  said,  that  "  all  things  work  together  for 
good,  to  them  that  love  God,"  it  cannot  be  intended  that  all  things, 
both  positive  and  negative,  are  best  for  them;  in  other  words,  that 
not  only  every  positive  thing,  of  which  christians  are  the  subjects, 
or  in  which  they  are  concerned,  will  work  for  their  good,  but  also, 
that,  when  any  diing  is  absent  or  withheld  from  them  by  God  in  his 
providence,  that  absence  or  withholding  is  also  for  their  good,  in 
such  a  sense,  as  to  be  better  for  them  than  the  presence  or  be- 
stowment  would  have  been  :  For  this  would  have  the  same  absurd 
consequence  which  was  mentioned  before,  viz.  That  God  makes 
every  christian  as  happy  as  he  possibly  can  make  him.  And  if  so,  it 
would  follow  that  God's  withholding  from  his  people  greater  de- 
grees of  the  sanctifying  influences  of  his  Spirit,  is  for  tfieir  good, 
and  that  it  is  best  for  them  to  live  and  die  with  so  small  a  measure 
of  piety  as  they  actually  possess,  which  is  the  same  as  to  say,  that 
it  is  for  their  good  to  have  no  more  good,  or-  that  it  is  for  their  hap- 
piness to  have  no  more  happiness  here  and  hereafter.  If  we  care- 
fully examine  the  Apostle's  discourse  m  Rom.  viii.  it  will  be  appa- 
rent that  his  words  imply  no  such  thing.  All  God's  creatures,  and 
all  that  he  does  in  disposing  of  them,  is  for  the  good  of  the  chris- 
tian ;  but  it  will  not  thence  foDow,  that  all  Grod's  forbearing  to  do 
is  also  for  his  good,  or  that  it  is  best  for  him,  that  God  does  no 
more  for  him. 

Hence,  with  regard  to  the  position,  that  the  sins  and  temptations 
of  christians  are  for  their  good ;  I  suppose  the  following  things  to 
be  true: 

1.  That  all  things,  whatsoever,  are  for  their  good,  things  nega- 
tive as  well  as  positive,  b  this  sense,  that  God  intends  that  some 
benefit  to  them  shall  arise  from  every  thing,  so  that  somewhat  of 
the  grace  and  love  of  God,  will  hereafter  be  seen  to  have  been  ex- 
ercised towards  them  in  every  thing.  At  the  same  time,  the  sove- 
reignty of  Grod  will  also  be  seen,  with  regard  to  the  measure  of 
the  good  or  benefit  aimed  at,  in  that  some  other  thmgs,  if  God  had 
seen  cause  to  order  them,  would  have  produced  an  higher  benefit. 
And  with  regard  to  negative  disposals— consisting,  not  in  God's 
doing,  but  forbearing  to  do,  not  in  giving,  but  wi^olding — some 
benefit,  in  some  respect  or  other,  will  ever  accrue  to  them,  even 
from  these ;  though  sometimes  the  benefit  wiU  not  be  equal  to  the 
benefit  withheld,  if  it  had  been  bestowed.  As  for  instance,  when 
a  christian  lives  and  dies  comparatively  low  in  grace ;  some  good  im- 
provement shall  be  made  even  of  this,  in  his  eternal  state,  whereby  he 
shall  receive  a  real  benefit,  though  the  benefit  shall  not  be  equal  to 
the  benefit  of  an  higher  degree  of  holmess,  if  Grod  had  bestowed  it. 
"2.  Grod  carries  on  a  design  of  love  to  his  people,  and  to  each 
individual  christian,  not  only  in  all  things  of  which  they  are  the 
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subjects  while  tfaey  live,  but  also  in  all  his  works  and  dispensations, 
and  in  all  his  acts  from  eternity  to  eternity. 

"  3.  That  the  sin  in  general,  of  Christians,  is  for  their  good,  in 
this  respect,  viz.  that  through  the  sovereign  grace  and  infinite  wis- 
dom of  Grod,  the  fact  that  they  have  been  sinful  fallen  creatures, 
and  not  from  the  beginning  perfectly  mnocent  and  holy  as  the  elect 
angels,  will  issue  in  a  high  advancement  of  their  eternal  happir 
ness ;  and  that  they  shall  obtain  some  additional  good,  on  occasion 
of  all  the  sin  of  which  they  have  been  the  subjects,  or  have  com- 
mitted, beyond  what  they  would  Jiave  had,  if  they  never  had  been 
fallen  creatures. 

"  4.  The  sin  of  christians  cannot  in  this  sense  be  for  their  good, 
that  it  should  finally  be  best  for  them,  that  while  they  lived  in  this 
World,  their  restoration  and  recovery  from  the  corruption  to  which 
they  became  subject  by  the  fall,  was  no  greater,  that  the  mortifica- 
tion of  sin,  and  spiritual  vivification  of  the  soul,  was  carried  on  to 
no  higher  degree,  that  they  were  so  deficient,  in  love  to  God,  love 
to  men,  humility,  and  heavenly-mindedness,  that  they  did  so  few 
good  works,  and  consequendy,  that  in  general,  they  had  so  much 
sin,  and  so  little  holiness ;  for  in  proportion  as  one  of  these  is  more, 
the  other  will  be  less,  as  mfallibly,  as  darkness  is  more  or  less,  in 
proportion  to  the  diminution  or  increase  of  light.  It  cannot  finally 
be  better  for  christians,  that  in  general,  while  they  live,  they  had  so 
much  sin  of  heart  and  life,  rather  than  more  holiness  of  heart  and 
life ;  because  the  reward  of  all  at  last,  will  be  according  to  their 
works.  He  that  sowed  sparingly,  shall  reap  sparingly,  and  he  that 
sowed  bountifully,  shall  reap  also  bountifully,  and  he  that  builds 
wood,  hay  and  stubble,  shall  finally  suflTer  loss,  and  have  a  less  re- 
ward, than  if  he  had  built  gold,  silver  and  precious  stones,  though 
he  himself  shall  be  saved.     But  notwithstandmg  this, 

"  5.  The  sins  and  falls  of  christians,  may  be  for  their  good, 
and  for  the  better,  in  this  respect,  that  the  issue  may  be  better  Uian 
if  the  temptation  had  not  happened,  and  so  the  occasion  not  given, 
either  for  the  sin  of  yielding  to  the  temptation,  or  the  virtue  of  over- 
coming it :  And  yet  not  in  this  respect,  (with  regard  to  their  sins 
or  falls  in  general,)  that  it  should  be  better  for  them  in  the  issue, 
that  they  have  yielded  to  the  temptation  offered,  than  if  they  had 
overcome.  For  the  fewer  victories  they  obtain  over  temptation, 
the  fewer  are  their  good  works,  and  particularly  of  that  kind  of 
good  works  to  which  a  distinguished  reward  is  promised  in  Rev.  ii. 
and  iii.  and  in  many  other  parts  of  Scripture.  The  word  of  God 
represents  the  work  of  a  christian  in  this  world  as  a  warfare,  and  it 
is  evident  in  the  Scriptures,  that  he  who  acquits  himself  as  the  best 
soldier,  shall  win  the  greatest  prize.  Therefore,  when  christians 
are  brought  into  backslidings  and  decays,  by  bebg  overcome  by 
temptations,  the  issue  of  their  backslicQngs  may  be  some  good  to 
them,  beyond  what  they  would  have  received  if  the  temptations 
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had  never  existed ;  and  yet  their  backslidings  in  general  may  be  a 
great  loss  to  them  in  this  respect,  that  they  shaU  have  much  less 
reward,  tliah  if  tlie  temptations  had  been  overcome^  and  they  had 
persevered  in  spiritual  vigour  and  diligence.  But  yet  this  don*t 
hinder,  but  that, 

"  6.  It  may  be  so  ordered  by  a  sovoreign  and  all-wise  God,  that 
the  falls  and  backslidings  of  christians,  tlirough  their  being  over- 
come by  temptations  in  some  particular  instances,  may  prove  best 
for  them,  not  only  because  the  issue  may  be  greater  good  to  them, 
than  they  would  have  received  if  the  temptation  had  not  happened^ 
but  even  greater  in  that  instance,  than  if  the  temptation  had  been 
overcome.  It  may  be  so  ordered,  that  their  being  overcome  by 
that  temptation,  shall  be  the  occasion  of  their  having  greater 
strength,  and  on  the  whole,  obtaining  more  and  greater  victories, 
than  if  they  had  not  fallen  in  that  instance.  But  this  is  no  where 
pomised,  nor  can  it  be  so,  that,  in  the  general,  it  should  prove 
better  for  them  that  they  were  foiled  so  much,  and  did  overcome 
so  litde,  in  the  course  of  their  lives,  and  that  finally  their  decay  is 
so  great,  or  their  progress  so  small.  From  these  things  it  ap- 
pears, 

"  7.  That  the  saying  of  the  Aposde,  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Gody  though  it  be  fulfilled  in  some  re- 
spects to  all  christians,  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances,  yet  it 
is  fulfilled  more  especially  and  eminently  to  christians  continuing 
in  the  exercise  of  love  to  Gody  not  falling  from  the  exercises,  or 
failing  in  the  fruits  of  divine  love  in  times  of  trial.  Then  it  is,  that 
temptations,  enemies  and  suffering,  will  be  best  for  them,  working 
that  which  is  most  for  their  good  every  way,  and  they  shall  be 
more  than  conquerors  over  tribulation,  distress,  persecution,  famine, 
nakedness,  peril  and  sword,  Rom.  viii.  35—37. 

"  8.  As  God  is  carrying  on  a  design  of  love  to  each  individual 
christian,  in  all  his  works  and  dispensations  whatsoever,  so  the  par- 
ticular design  of  love  to  them  which  he  is  carrying  on,  is  to  fit 
them  for,  and  bring  them  to  their  appointed  place  in  the  heavenly 
temple,  or  to  that  identical  degree  of  happiness  and  glory  m  heav- 
en, which  his  eternal  love  designed  for  them,  and  no  other.  For 
(Sod's  design  of  love  or  of  happiness  to  them,  is  only  just  wharir' 
is,  and  is  not  different  from  itself;  and  to  fulfil  this  particular  de- 
sign of  love,  every  thing  which  Grod  does,  or  in  any  respect  dis- 
poses, whether  it  be  positive,  privative  or  negative,  contributes ; 
because,  doubdess,  every  thing  which  (Jod  does,  or  in  any  respect 
offers,  tends  to  fulfil  his  aims  and  designs.  Therefore,  undoubt- 
edly, 

"  9.  All  the  while  the  christian  lives  in  tjje  world,  he  is  prepar- 
ing for  his  appointed  mansion  in  glory,  ana  fitting  for  his  place  in 
the  heavenly  building.  All  his  temptations,  though  they  may  oc- 
casion, for  tiie  present,  great  spiritual  injuries,  yet  at  last  shall  be 
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an  occasion  of  hb  being  more  fitted  for  his  place  in  glory.  Hencd 
we  may  detennine,  that  however  the  christian  may  die  in  some  re- 
spects under  the  decay  of  spiritual  comfort,  and  of  some  religious 
affections,  yet  everjr  christian  dies  at  that  time  when  his  habitual 
fitness  for  his  place  in  the  heavenly  temple  is  most  complete,  be- 
cause otherwise,  all  things  which  happen  to  him -while  he  lives, 
would  not  work  together  to  fit  him  for  that  place. 

"  10.  Grod  brings  his  people,  at  the  end  of  their  lives,  to  this 
greatest  fitness  for  their  place  in  heaven,  not  by  diminishing  holi- 
ness in  their  hearts,  but  by  increasing  it,  and  carrying  on  the  work 
of  grace  in  their  souls.  If  it  be  not  so,  that  cannot  be  true,  that 
where  God  has  begun  a  good  work  he  unll  perform  »V,  or  carry  it 
on  to  the  day  of  Christ ;  for  if  they  die  with  a  less  degree  of  holi- 
ness than  they  had  before,  then  it  ceases  to  be  carried  on  before 
the  day  of  Christ  comes.  If  holiness  finally  decreases,  then  Satan 
so  far  finally  obtains  the  victory.  He  finsdly  prevails  to  diminish 
the  fire  in  the  smoking  flax,  and  then  how  is  that  promise  verified, 
that  God  will  not  qumch  the  smokiT^Jlax,  till  he  bring  forth  judg- 
ment unto  victory  ?  So  that  it  must  needs  be,  that  although  chris- 
tians may  die  under  decay,  in  some  respects,  yet  they  never  die  un- 
der a  real  habitual  decay  of  the  work  of  grace  in  general.  If  they 
fall,  they  shall  rise  again  before  they  die,  and  rise  higher  than  be- 
fore, if  not  in  joy,'  and  some  other  affections,  yet  in  greater  de- 
grees of  spiritual  knowledge,  self-abasement,  trust  in  God,  and  so- 
lidity and  ripeness  of  grace. 

^^  K  these  things  which  have  been  observed  are  true,  then  we 
may  infer  from  them  these  corollaries. 

^^  1.  That  notwithstanding  the  truth  of  the  apostle's  declaration  in 
Rom.  viii.  28,  christians  have  cause  to  lament  tlieir  leanness  and 
unfiruitfulness,  and  the  fact  that  they  are  guilty  of  so  much  sin,  not 
only  as  it  is  to  the  dishonour  of  God,  but  also  as  it  is  likely  to  re- 
dound to  their  own  eternal  loss  and  damage. 

^^  2.  That  nothing  can  be  inferred  from  this  promise,  which  is 
calculated  to  set  aside,  or  make  void  the  influence  of  motives  ta 
earnest  endeavours  to  avoid  all  sin,  to  increase  in  holiness,  and 
abound  in  good  works,  from  an  aim  at  an  high  and  eminent  degree 
of  glory  and  happiness  in  a  future  world. 

"  3.  That  though  it  is  to  the  eternal  damage  of  christians,  ordi- 
narily, when  they  yield  to,  and  are  overcome  by  temptations;  yet  Sa- 
tan and  the  other  enemies  of  christians,  from  whom  these  tempta- 
tions come,  are  always  wholly  disappointed  in  the  temptation,  and 
baffled  in  their  design  to  hurt  them,  inasmuch  as  the  temptation  and 
the  sin  which  it  occasions,  are  for  the  saint's  good,  and  they  receive  k 
greater  benefit  in  the  issue,  than  if  the  temptation  had  not  been,  and 
yet  less  than  if  tlie  temptation  had  been  overcome. 

"As  to  Mr.  Boston's  Fiew  of  the  Covenant  of  Oraoe^  I  have 
had  some  opportunity  to  examine  it,  and  I  c^ess  I  do  not 
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understand  tbe  scheme  of  thought  presented  in  that  book.  I 
have  read  his  Fourfold  State  of  Man^  and  liked  it  exceedingly 
weH.  I  thmk  m  that,  he  shows  himself  to  be  a  truly  great  divine. 
*^  Helping  that  you  will  accept  my  letter  with  candour,  and  re* 
monber  me  in  your  prayers,  I  subscribe  myself 

^  Your  affectionate  and  obliged 

^^brodier  and  servant, 

^^  Jonathan  Edwards.** 

In  October,  1744,  a  number  of  ministers  in  Seodand,  anxxif; 
whom,  I  believe,  were  all  tbe  correspondents  of  Mr.  Edwards  in 
that  country,  thinking  that  die  state  of  the  church  and  the  world 
called  loudly  for  United  Extraordinary  Prayer  to  (jod,  that  he 
would  deliver  the  nations  fix>m  their  missies,  and  fill  the  earth  witb 
his  glory ;  proposed  that  christians  universally  should,  for  the  two 
years  dien  next  ^osuing,  set  apart  a  portion  of  time,  on  Saturday 
evening  and  Sabbath  morning,  every  week,  to  be  spent  in  prayer 
ibr  this  purpose }  and  that  they  idiould  still  more  smemnly  devote 
the  first  Tuesday  in  the  last  month  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  to 
be  spent  either  in  private,  social  or  public,  prayer  to  God,  for  die 
bestowment  of  those  blessings  on  ue  world.  Mr.  Edwards  not 
onty  welcomed  the  proposal  as  soon  as  he  received  it,  but  did  all  m 
his  power  to  promote  its  general  acceptance  hj  the  American 
churches;  and  the  following  letter,  alluding  to  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  subject  in  one  to  Mr.  M'Laurin,  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure,  will  in  scmie  measure  apprize  the  reader  of 
the  effi>rts,  which  he  made  for  diis  purpose. 

«  To  die  Rev.  William  M'Culloch. 

'' JSTorthampUmy  S^t.  23,  174T. 

'^  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"I thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  12,  1747^  which  I  sup- 
pose lay  a  long  while  at  Mr.  Prince's  m  Boston,  before  I  received 
U,  throng  Mr.  Prince's  forgetfubess.  It  seems  he  had  forgotten 
that  be  had  any  such  letter ;  and  when  I  sent  a  messenger  to  his 
house,  on  puroose  to  enquire  whether  I  had  any  letter  lodged  there 
for  me  from  Scotland,  he  told  him  No ;  when  I  suppose  this  letter 
had  been  long  m  his  house :  and  I  shoidd  probably  never  have  had 
It  at  last,  had  not  one  of  my  daughters  had  occasion  to  go  toBoston^ 
who  made  a  visit  at  the  house,  and  made  a  more  full  enquiry. 

"  I  am  sornr  to  hear  of  your  affliction,  through  your  indisposition 
&at  you  speak  of,  and  desire  to  be  thankfiil  to  the  God  of  all  mer- 
cy for  his  goodness,  in  restorkig  you  again  to  heahh. 

"  I  have,  in  rov  letter  to  Air.  M'Laurin,  given  a  particular  ac- 
count of  what  1  know,  conceming  the  preparation  of  die  Concert 
for  United  Pray^,  in  America ;  which  you  wiB  doubdess  have  op- 
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portunky  to  see.  The  propagatioa  of  it  is  but  slow;  but  yet  so 
many  do  fall  in  with  it,  and  there  is  that  prospect  of  its  being  fur- 
ther ^read,  that  it  is  a  great  encouragement  to  me.  I  earnestly 
1x^9  that  they,  that  have  begun  extraordinary  prayer  for  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  of  Grod,  and  the  coming  of  Christ -s  kingdom, 
will  not  &1I,  or  grow  dull  and  lifeless  in  such  an  afiair,  but  rather 
that  they  will  mcrease  more  and  mcnre  in  their  fervency.  I  have 
taken  a  great  deal  cf  pains  to  promote  this  Concert  here  in  Amer- 
ica, and  shall  not  cease  to  do  so,  if  Grod  spares  my  life,  as  I  have 
oj^xNTtuni^,  in  all  ways  that  I  can  devise.  I  have  written  largely 
on  the  subject,  insisting  on  persuasions,  and  answering  objecticms ; 
and  what  I  have  written  is  gone  to  the  press.  The  undertaker  for 
the  publication  encourages  me  that  it  shall  speedily  be  printed.  I 
have  sent  to  Mr.  M'Laurin  a  particular  account  of  it. 

"You  desire  to  hear  how  it  was  with  the  pe<^le  of  New-Eng- 
land, when  we  were  threatened  with  an  invasion  by  the  French 
fleet,  the  last  summer.  As  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  that 
wonderful  deliverance,  the  fullest  and  best  account  I  have  ever 
seen  of  it,  is  in  Mr.  Prince's  Thanksgiving  Sermon  on  that  occa- 
sion ;  which,  in  all  probability,  you  have  seen  long  before  this  time. 
Nor  need  you  be  inf(»rmed  by  me,  of  the  repeated  mercy  of  God 
to  us,  in  confounding  our  enemies  in  their  renewed  attempt  this 
yeiur,  by  delivering  up  their  fleet,  in  its  way  hither,  into  the  hands 
of  the  English.  In  all  probability,  that  fleet  was  intended  for  the 
execution  of  a  very  extensive  design,  against  the  English  colonies, 
in  conjunction  with  the  French  forces  in  Canada.  For  there  was 
an  army  lay  waiting  at  Nova  Scotia,  which,  on  the  news  of  the 
sailing  of  their  fleet,  immediately  left  the  coimtnr,  and  returned  to 
Canada,  over  the  lake  Champlain,  towards  New-England  and 
New-York ;  and  they,  or  a  part  of  diem,  attacked  Fort  Saratoga, 
in  New-York  government,  and  killed  or  took  about  fifty  men  that 
were  drawn  out  of  the  Fort ;  but  desisted  from  any  futther  at- 
tempts, about  die  time  we  may  suppose  they  received  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  their  fleet.  And  very  soon  sfeer  they  received  this 
news  in  Canada,  the  French  there  released  most  of  our  capdves, 
and  sent  one  ship  loaded  with  them,  to  the  number  of  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  to  Boston,  and  another  ship  with  about  sixty, 
if  I  remember  right,  to  Louisburg.  The  reasons,  that  induced 
them  so  to  do,  are  not  known,  and  can  only  be  guessed  at  by  us ; 
but,  by  their  doing  it  very  soon  after  they  received  the  news  of  the 
loss  of  their  fleet,  it  looks  as  though  that  had  great  influence  in  the 
afiair.  New-England  has  had  many  other  surprising  deliverances 
from  the  French  and  Indians;  some  of  which  t  have  given  a  paiv 
ticular  accoimt  of,  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  M'Laurin ;  which  it  would 
be  needless  for  me  to  repeat,  seeing  you  have  such  frequent  op- 
portunities with  him.  These  deliverances  are  very  wonderful  and 
aflfecting ;  our  enemies  own  that  the  Heavens  are  on  our  side,  and 
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fight  for  us ;  but  there  are  no  such  effects  of  Aese  mercies  upon 
U6  that  are  the  subjects  of  them,  as  (rod  requires,  and  most  justly 
expects.  The  mercies  are  acknowledged  in  words,  but  we  are 
not  led  to  repentance  by  them ;  there  appears  no  such  thing  as 
any  reformation  or  Revival  of  reli^on  in  the  land.  God*s  so  won- 
derftdly  protecting  and  delivering  a  people,  whose  provocations 
have  been  so  great,  and  who  do  so  continue  in  apostacy  and  provo- 
cation, is  very  marvellous  ;  and  I  can  think  of  no  account  that  can 
be  given  of  it,  so  probable  as  this,  that  God  has  a  design  of  mercy 
to  the  rising  generation,  and  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  the 
elect  funong  our  children,  bom  and  unborn,  and  that  fc^  these 
elect's  sake,  God  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  destroyed,  having  a  de- 
sign to  bring  forth  a  seed  of  the  posterity  of  this  people,  to  inherit 
and  dwell  in  this  land,  that  shall  be  an  holy  seed,  and  a  generation 
of  his  servants.  And  so  that  those  words  are  applicable  to  us,  Isa. 
Ixv.  8,  9,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  as  the  new  toine  is  found  in  the 
duster,  and  one  saith.  Destroy  it  not,  for  a  blessing  is  in  it;  so  unU 
J  do  for  my  servants*  sokes,  that  I  may  not  destrou  them  all.  And 
IwiU  bring  forth  a  seed  out  of  Jacob,  and  out  ofJudah  an  inher^ 
itor  of  my  mountains :  and  mine  elect  shall  inherit  it,  and  my  ser^ 
varUs  shall  dwell  thereJ*^  I  am  full  of  apprehensions,  that  God  has 
no  design  of  mercy  to  those  that  were  left  unconverted,  of  the  gen- 
eration that  were  on  the  stage,  in  the  time  of  the  late  extraordinary 
"  religious  commodon,  and  striving  of  God's  Spirit ;  unless  it  be  per- 
haps a  small  gleaning  from  among  them.  But  it  may  be,  when 
their  little  ones,  the  generation  that  was  then  in  their  childhood,  are 
brought  fully  on  the  stage  of  action,  God  will  abundandy  pour  out 
his  Spirit,  and  revive  and  carry  on  his  work,  here  and  elsewhere  in 
the  christian  world.* 

'*  I  thank  you  for  taking  the  pains  of  writing  tome  your  thoughts 
oif  the  forty-two  months  of  the  treadmg  down  of  the  holy  City, 
which  are  new  and  entertaining.  The  cWef  objection  against  what 
you  propose,  that  I  can  think  of,  is,  that  the  forty-two  months  of  the 
treading  down  the  holy  City,  seems  to  be  the  same  period  with  the 
one  thousand  two  hundbred  and  sixty  days  of  the  Witnesses  prophesy- 
bgin  sackcloth,  mentioned  in  the  very  next  verse,  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  this ;  and  that,  the  same  with  the  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty  days  of  the  Woman's  bebg  in  the  wilderness, 
Chap.  xii.  6 ;  and  that,  the  same  with  the  time,  times  and  an  half 
of  the  Woman's  being  in  the  wilderness,  v.  14 ;  and  that  the  same 
with  the  time,  times  and  an  half  of  the  reicn  of  the  Litde  horn,  Dan. 
vii.  25  :  and  with  the  forty-two  months  of  the  reign  of  the  Beast, 
Rev.  xiii.  5 ;  and  diat  this  evidendy  signifies  the  duration  of  the 
reign  of  Antichrist ;  which  is  a  thing  entirely  diverse  frcwn  the  smn 
of  the  times  of  the  City  of  Jerusalem's  being  under  the  dominion 
of  Pagans,  Saracens,  Persians  and  Turks,  as  you  represent.  .How- 

^li  was  postponed  to  the  time  of  the  children  of  the  ^^neration  here  referred  to. 
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ever,  k  is  po^ble  that  what  you  mention  may  be  one  way  wherein 
diat  prophecy,  Rev.  xi.  2,  may  be  fulfilled.  For  (Jod's  word  is 
often  times  fulfilled  in  various  ways :  as  one  way,  wherein  the  pro- 
phetical representation  of  the  Beast  with  the  seven  heads  is  fulfil- 
led, is  in  the  seven  successive  forms  of  government,  that  idolatrous 
RcHne-  b  under;  and  another  way,  that  it  was  fulfilled,  was  by 
Rome's  being  built  on  seven  hills.  One  way,  that  the  seventy  years 
captivity  of  the  Jews  was  fiilfiUed,  was  in  its  being  seventy  years 
from  Jehoichim's  captivity,  to  Cyrus's  decree :  and  another  way, 
that  it  was  fiilfilled,  was  in  its  being  seventy  years  firom  Zedekiah's 
captivity  to  Darius's  decree,  Ezra  6  ;  and  another  way,  that  it  was 
fulfilled,  was  in  its  being  seventy  years  firom  the  la^  carrying  away 
of  all,  Jer.  lii.  SO,  to  the  fini^ing  and  dedication  of  the  Temple. 
But  I  expect  no  certainty  as  to  these  things,  or  any  of  the  various 
conjectures  concerning  the  time  of  the  calling  of  the  Jews,  and  the  fall 
of  tne  kingdom  of  the  Beast,  till  time  and  fiilfilment  shall  decide  the 
matter.  However,  I  cannot  think  otherwise,  than  that  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  beginning  of  that  glorious 
work  of  God's  Spirit,  which,  before  it  is  finished,  shall  accomplish 
these  things,  is  not  very  far  off;  and  there  is  very  much  in  the  word 
of  God,  and  in  the  present  aspects  of  divine  Providence,  to  encour- 
age us  greatly  in  our  begun  Concert  for  Extraordinary  United  Prayer 
for  the  coming  of  Chnst's  Kingdom.  Let  us  therefore  go  on  with 
what  we  have  begun  in  that  respect,  and  contmue  instant  in  prayer, 
with  all  perseverance,  and  increase  more  and  more  in  faitli  and  fer- 
vency, and  not  keep  silence,  nor  give  (xod  any  rest,  fill  he  establish, 
and  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth. 

"  And  remember  in  your  prayers,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours,  in  great  esteem  and  ajQfection, 

**  Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  continuation  of  this  Concert  for  united  and  extraordinary 
prayer  was  proposed,  in  a  Memorial  firom  Scotland,  dated  August 
26,  1746,  signed  by  twelve  clergyman  of  that  country,  and  circula- 
ted soon  after  in  all  the  American  colonies.  To  secure  the  gene- 
ral adoption  of  the  proposed  measure,  Mr.  Edwards  first  preached 
to  his  people  a  series  of  Sermons  in  its  favour,  and  then  published 
them  in  the  form  of  a  Treatbe,  with  the  Tide,  "  An  humble  At- 
tempt to  promote  Explicit  Agreement  and  Visible  Union  among 
God's  People,  in  Extraordinary  Printer  for  the  Revival  of  Religion, 
and  tlie  Advancement  of  Christ's  IQngdom  on  Earth,  pursuant  to 
Scripture  Promises,  and  Prophecies  concerning  the  Last  Time." 
This  work  was  immediately  republished  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  extensively  circulated  in  both  countries,  as  well  as  in  America, 
and  had  great  influence  in  securing  the  general  adoption  of  the 
measures  proposed — a  measure,  which  was  pursued  for  more  than 
half  a  century  by  many  of  the  American  churches,  and  only  dis- 
continued oa  the  adoption  of  a  more  frequent  Concert — ^the  Monthly 
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Concert — (or  United  and  Extraordinary  Prayer,  for  the  same  great 
object,  proposed  at  an  Association  of  the  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
Churches,  m  the  coundes  of  Northampton,  Leicester,  etc.  heki  at 
Nottingham,  in  1784,  and  observed  the  first  Mcmday  evemng  of  each 
month;  and  now  extensively  adopted  throu^iout  the  christian  world. 
In  the  course  of  this  Treatise,  Mr.  Edwards  was  led,  in  answer- 
ing objections,  to  examme  an  Interpretation  of  Proj^^^y^  ^^^  ^^ 
most  generally  if  not  universally  received :  viz.  Thai  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  could  not  come,  untU  there  had  previously  been  a  time 
of  most  extreme  calamity  to  the  Church  of  Godj  ana  prevalence  of 
her  Antichrutian  enemies  against  &er,  as  represented  in  Rev.  xi. 
by  the  Slaying  of  the  Witnesses.  Some  years  before  this,  Mr. 
Edwards  bad  examined  the  Apocalypse  with  great  care,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel;  in  order  to  satisfy  himself 
whetiier  the  slaying  of  the  witnesses  was  to  be  regarded  as  past, 
or  future.  This  he  cUd  with  his  pen  in  his  hand ;  and  a  brief  ab- 
stract of  his  views  on  this  point,  is  found  in  the  answers  to  the  4th 
and  6th  objections  m  the  Humble  Attempt.  The  views  of  prqphecy, 
here  presented  by  Mr.  Edwards,  were,  I  believe,  at  the  time  wholly 
new  to  the  christian  world,  and  were  at  first  regarded  by  many  as 
doubtful,  if  not  erroneous;  but  have  since  produced  the  general 
ccMiviction,  that  the  downfall  of  Popery  and  the  ultimate  extension 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  are  far  less  distant  than  has  been  sup- 
posed— a  conviction  remarkably  supported  by  the  whole  series  of 
Providential  dispensations.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
convicticm  has  been  a  prime  cause,  of  the  present  concen- 
trated movement  of  the  \diole  Church  of  God,  to  hasten  forward 
the  Reign  of  the  Messiah.  As  long  as  it  was  the  oonunonly  received 
opinion  of  christians,  that  the  Church  was  yet  destined  to  experience 
far  more  severe  and  overwhelming  calamities,  than  any  she  had  hitherto 
known — calamities  amounting  to  an  almost  total  extinction — before 
the  time  of  her  final  prosperity ;  the  efibrts  and  the  prayers  of  chris- 
tians fcMT  the  arrival  of  that  period  of  prosperity  were  chiefly  preven- 
ted :  inasmuch  as  it  was,  in  eflfect,  to  labour  and  pray  for  tne  almost 
total  extinction  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  during  a  period  of  indefi- 
nite extent,  as  well  iCs  to  labour  and  prav,  if  speedy  success  should 
crown  their  effijrts,  for  the  destruction,  if  not  of  their  own  Kves,  yet 
of  tliose  of  their  children  and  immediate  descendents.  In  tlie  sec- 
tions referred  to,  he  endeavours  to  show,  and  by  arguments  which 
are  yet  unanswered,  that  the  severest  trials  announced  in  prophecy 
against  the  Church  of  God  were  already  past,  that  her  warfare  was 
even  then  almost  accomplished,  and  that  die  day  of  her  redemption 
was  drawing  nigh.  By  establishing  this  point;  and  by  presenting 
tlie  arguments  m  a  manner  so  clear  and  convincing,  as  wholly  to 
supersede  the  necessity  of  any  subsequent  treatise  on  the  subject ; 
die  work  in  question,  through  the  divine  blessing,  has  exerted  an 
influence,  singularly  powerful,  m  rousing  the  Church  of  Christ  to 
that  series  of  effi)rts,  which  is  to  result  in  her  final  victory. 
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Arrival  of  David  Brainerd  at  JVorthampton. — His  sickness  and 
death  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Edwrads. — His  papers. — Death  of 
Jerusha,  the  second  daughter  of  Mr.  E. — Her  character. — Cor- 
respondence  of  Mr.  E.  with  Rev.  John  Erskine. — Abstract  of 
MS-.  E.^s  first  Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. — Plan  conceived  of  the 
Freedom  ythe  W%ll.> — Deaih  of  Col.  Stoddard. — Kindness  of 
Mr.  Erskine. — Letter  of  Mr.  E.  to  him. — Second  Letter  from 
Mr.  Gillespie. — Letter  to  Mr.  M  Culloch. — Letter  to  Mr.  Ers- 
kine.— Letter  from  Mr.  JVUlison. — L^e  and  Diary  of  Brain-' 
erd. — Letters  to  Messers.  Erskine^  J\lt  Cuilochj  and  Robe. — 
Ordination  of  Rev.  Job  Strow. — Anecdote  of  Rev.  Mr.  Moody. 
— Letter  of  Mr.  E.  to  his  daughter  Mary. — Second  Letter  to 
Mr.  CUllespie. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that  while  Mr.  EMwards  was  at  New- 
Haven,  m  September  1743,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  David 
B&AiNERD,  then  a  missionary  to  the  Indians  at  Kdunaumiekf*  and 
became  his  counseUour  at  a  most  interesdng  period  of  Us  life.  In 
March  1747,  Brainerd,  in  consequence  of  extreme  ill  health,  took 
leave  of  his  Indians  in  New-Jersey,  and  in  April  came  into  New 

*  Kauhaumiek^  was  an  Indian  settlement,  about  five  miles  N.  W.  from 
New  Lebanon,  on  the  main  road  from  that  village  to  Albany.  The  place  is 
DOW  called  Bramerd's  Bridge^  and  is  a  village  of  a  few  houses,  on  Uie  Ka» 
yadero8Mera»  Creeks  where  that  road  crosses  it.  It  was  thus  named,  not 
afler  the  Missionary,  but  after  a  relative  of  his  of  the  name  of  Brainerd, 
who  some  years  since  planted  himself  in  this  spot,,  and  built  the  bridge 
across  the  Creek,  now  a  toll  bridge.  The  mountain,  about  a  mite  N.  W • 
of  the  bridge,  still  bears  the  name  of  K&un&umeek.  The  Creek  winds  beau- 
tifbllv  in  the;  valley  beneath,  and  forms  a  delightful  meadow.  In  1823,  I 
found  an  aged  negro  on  the  spot,  about  one  hundred  years  of  age,  who  had 
passed  his  life  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  about  twenty- one  years  old,  when 
Brainerd  resided  at  K&un&uraeek,  but  never  saw  him.  He  told  me  that 
the  hoase,  which  Brainerd  built  here,  stood  on  the  first  little  knowl,  or  hil- 
lock on  the  lefl  of  the  road,  and  on  the  W.  or  N.  W.  side  of  the  Creek, 
immediately  afler  passing  tJie  bridge ;  and,  that  the  Indian  settlement 
was  down  in  the  meadow,  at  some  distance  below  the  bridge.  On  follow* 
ing  the  stream,  I  discovered  an  old  Indian  orchard,  the  trees  of  an  Indian 
bur3rin^  giound,  and  the  ruins  of  several  buildmgs  of  long  standing.  He 
also  informed  me,  that  the  Indians  had  oflen  told  him,  that  Mr.  Brainerd 
was  **  a  very  holy  man,'*  and  that  he  resided  at  Kftun&umeek  but  a  short 
time. 
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England ;  when  he  was  invrted  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  his  own  house.  He  came  there  on  die  28th  of  May,  appa- 
rently very  much  improved  in  health,  cheerful  in  his  spirits,  and  free 
from  melancholy,  yet  at  that  time  probably  in  a  confirmed  ccmsump- 
tion.  Mr.  Edwards  had  now  an  opportunity  of  becoming  most  in- 
timately acquainted  with  him,  and  regarded  his  residence  under  his 
roof,  as  a  peculiar  blessing  to  himself  and  his  family.  "  We  enjoy- 
ed," he  observes,  "  not  only  the  benefit  of  his  conversation,  but  had 
tlie  comfort  and  advantage  of  having  him  pray  in  the  family  fit>m 
time  to  thne."  He  was  at  this  time  very  feeble  in  health  ; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  his  physician,  he  left  North- 
ampton for  Boston,  on  the  9th  of  June,  in  company  with  the  second 
daughter  of  Mr.  Edwards.  They  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
12th,  among  the  family  relatives  of  Mr.  Edwards  in  Boston,  and  for 
a  few  days  the  health  of  Brainerd  q)peared  much  amended ;  but 
a  relapse  on  the  18th,  convinced  his  friends  that  his  recovery  was 
hopeless.  Contrary  to  their  expectations  however,  he  so  far 
revived,  that  on  the  20th  of  July  they  were  able  to  leave  Boston,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Israel  Brainerd,  and  on  the  25th 
they  reached  Northampton.  Here  his  health  continued  gradually 
to  decline,  until  early  in  October  it  was  obvious  that  he  would  not 
long  survive.  "On  the  morning  of  Lord's  day,  Oct.  4,"  says  Mr. 
Edwards,  "  as  my  daughter  Jerusha,  who  chiefly  attended  him, 
came  into  the  room,  he  looked  on  her  very  pleasandy,  and  said, 
"Dear  Jerusha,  are  you  \^ling  to  part  with  me? — ^I  am  quite  wil- 
ling to  part  with  you:  I  am  willing  to  part  with  all  my  fiiends: 
though  if  I  thought  I  should  not  see  you  and  be  happy  with  you  in 
another  world,  I  could  not  bear  to  part  with  you.  But  we  shall  spend 
a  happy  eternity  together."  He  died  on  Friday,  Oct.  9,  1749, 
and  on  the  Monday  following,  Mr.  Edwards  preached  the  Sermon 
at  his  Funeral,  from  2  Cor.  v.  8,  entided,  "True  Saints  when  ab- 
sent from  the  body  are  present  with  the  Lord ;"  i^ch  was  public 
ed  in  the  December  following. 

Brainerd,  after  destroying  the  early  part  of  his  Diary,  left  the 
residue  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Edwards,  to  dispose  of  as  he  thought 
best.  Mr.  Edwards  concluded  to  publish  it,  in  connexion  with  a 
brief  Memoir  of  his  life. 

In  the  ensuing  February,  Jerusha,  the  second  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards,  was  removed  by  death.  Her  father,  in  a  Note 
to  the  Memoirs  of  Brainerd,  thus  alludes  to  this  distressing  event. 
"  Since  this,  it  has  pleased  a  holy  and  sovereign  God,  ta  take  away 
this  my  dear  child  by  death,  on  die  14th  of  February,  next  foUow- 
ing,  after  a  short  illness  of  five  days,  in  the  18th  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  a  person  of  much  the  same  spirit  with  Brainerd.  She  had 
constandy  taken  care  of,  and  attended  him  m  his  sickness,  for  nine- 
teen weeks  before  his  death ;  devoting  herself  to  it  with  great  de- 
Hght,  because  she  looked  on  him  as  an  eminent  servant  of  Jesus 
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Christ.  In  this  time,  he  had  much  conversation  with  her  on  the 
things  of  religion ;  and,  in  his  dying  state,  often  expressed  to  us,  her 
parents,  his  great  satisfaction  concerning  her  true  piety,  and  his 
confidence  that  he  should  meet  her  in  heaven,  and  his  high  opinion 
of  her  not  only  as  a  real  christian,  but  as  a  very  eminent  saint :  one ' 
whose  soul  was  uncommonly  fed  and  entertained  with  things  which 
pertain  to  the  most  spiritual,  experimental  and  distinguishing  parts 
of  religion :  and  one,  who,  by  the  temper  of  her  mind,  was  fitted 
to  deny  herself  for  (iod,  and  to  do  good,  beyond  any  young  woman 
whatsoever  whom  he  knew.  She  had  manifested  a  heart  uncom- 
monly devoted  to  God  in  the  course  of  her  life,  many  years  before 
her  death ;  and  said  on  her  deadi-bed,  that  she  had  not  seen  one 
minute^  for  several  years,  wherein  she  desired  to  live  one  minute 
longer  J  for  the  sake  of  any  other  good  in  life^  but  doing  goody  liv- 
ing to  Gody  and  doirig  what  might  be  for  his  glory. ^^ 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1747,  an  epistolary  correspondence 
was  commenced  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  Rev.  John  Er^ 
kine  of  Kiridntilloch,  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  was  continued  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Edwards'  life. 
This  gentleman,  possessing  superior  talents,  and  having  every  ad- 
vantage of  birth,  fortune  and  education,  made  choice  of  the  clerical 
profession,  in  opposition  to  the  prevailing  wishes  of  his  family  ;  and, 
in  May  1744,  took  charge  of  die  parish  of  Kirkintilloch  near  Glas- 
«)w.  In  1753,  he  was  translate.d  to  a  parish  m  the  borough  of 
Cuhross,  and,  in  the  autumn  of  1768,  to  one  of  the  parishes  in  Ed- 
inburgh. Distinguished  alike  for  his  leamhig  and  piety,  for  his 
honourable  and  munificent  spirit  and  for  liis  firm  attachment  to 
evangelical  religion,  he  adorned  every  station  which  he  filled  by  a 
faithful  and  conscientious  discharge  of  its  various  duties— private, 
social  and  public ; — enjoyed  the  high  respect  of  the  wise  and 
good,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  extensively  in  both  continents ; 
and  died  in  1803  in  his  82d  year,  having  been  the  correspondent, 
successively,  of  President  Edwards,  of  liis  Son  Dr.  Edwards,  Pre- 
sident of  Union  College,  and  of  his  grand-son  President  Dwight^ 
for  the  period  of  fifty-six  years. 

Mr;  Erskine  began  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Edwards  early 
in  1747,  through  the  intervention  of  Mr.  M'Laurin  of  Glasgow,  by 
sending  him  the  "  Remains  of  Mr.  Hall" — ^a  memoir,  written  by 
himself,  of  a  most  respectable  and  beloved  fellow-student  in  Theo- 
logy, a  young  gentleman  of  uncommon  promise.  I  have  none  of 
the  letters  oi  Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  not  having  been 
able  to  procure  the  first  letter  of  Mr.  Edwardis  to  Mr.  Erskine,  writ- 
ten in  the  summer  of  1747,  must  be  uidebted,  for  the  following 
account  of  it,  to  the  "  Life  of  Ik.  Erskine,"  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Sir  H.  M.  Wallwood — ^^  On  Uiis  occasion,  Mr.  Edwards  expressed^ 
with  great  tenderness  and  delicacy,  his  sympathy  witli  one,  who  had 
h^  has  most  intimate  and  estimable  fi-iend  in  die  prime  of  Kfe,  die 
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companion  of  his  youth,  and,  for  a  considerable  time  before  hkr 
death,  the  delightfiil  and  affectionate  associate  of  his  studies  and  of 
his  piety. 

"  In  a  postscript  to  this  letter,  he  mentioned  his  book  on  Religious 
Affections,  then  just  published,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  his  cor- 
respondent a  copy  of  it  in  a  book  of  which  it  is  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  it  is  not  only  worthy  of  tlie  talents  and  sincerity  of  its  author ; 
but  that  while  it  shows,  tliat  he  was  neither  forward  nor  rash,  in  es- 
timating sti'iking  or  sudden  impressions  of  religion,  it  contains  more 
sound  instniction  on  its  particular  subject,  and  lays  down  more  in- 
telligible and  definite  rules  to  distinguish  true  from  false  religion, 
and  to  ascertain  by  distinct  characters,  the  genuine  spirit  of  vital 
piety,  separated  from  all  fanatical  delusions,  than  any  other  book 
which  has  yet  been  given  to  the  world. 

"  In  tlie  same  postscript  to  Mr.  Edwards'  first  letter  to  Dr.  Ers- 
kine,  he  gave  him  a  general  sketch  of  a  plan  which  he  had  then 
formed,  and  which  he  afterwards  executed,  with  so  much  ability,  in 
his  book  on  tlie  Freedom  of  the  Will ; — a  book  which,  whether  his 
opinions  be  questioned  or  adopted,  has  certainly  given  him  an  emi- 
nent station  both  among  philosophers  and  divines.  "  I  have  thought," 
he  says,  "  of  writing  somethmg  particularly  and  largely  on  the  Ar- 
minian  controversy,  in  distinct  discourses  on  the  various  points  in 
dispute,  to  be  published  successively,  beginning  first  with  a  dis- 
course concerning  the  Freedom  of  the  Will,  and  Moral  Agency ; 
endeavouring  fiilty  and  thoroughly  to  state  and  discuss  tliose  points 
of  liiberty  and  Necessity,  Moral  and  Physical  Inability,  Efficacious 
(Jrace,  and  the  ground  of  virtue  and  vice,  reward  and  punishment, 
blame  and  praise,  with  regard  to  the  dispositions  and  actions  of  rea- 
sonable creatures." 

"  Such  was  the  first  idea  of  a  work,  fix)m  which  Mr.  Edwards  af- 
terwards derived  his  chief  celebrity  as  an  author ;  but  a  ccmsidera- 
ble  time  intervened,  before  he  found  it  possible  to  make  any  pro- 
gress in  his  design." 

The  death  of  Col.  Stoddard,  which  occurred  at  Boston,  on 
the  19th  of  June,  this  year,  was  a  loss  severely  felt,  not  only  by 
Mr.  Edwards  and  the  people  of  Northampton,  but  by  the  County 
and  the  Province  at  large.  He  was  emmently  distinguished  for  his 
strength  of  understanding  and  energy  of  character,  and  had  for  a 
fong  period,  unrivalled  influence  in  the  council  of  the  Province. 
He  was  also  a  man  of  decided  piety,  and  a  uniform  triend  and  sup- 
porter of  sound  morals  and  evangelical  religion.  Mr.  Edwards 
preached  a  Sermon  on  his  death  from  Ezek.  xix.  12 ;  which  was 
immediately  published." 

Early  in  the  next  year  Mr.  Edwards  received  fitjm  Mr.  Erskine 
a  number  of  books,  wliich  he  valued  very  highly,  as  containing  tbe 
ablest  exhibition  and  defence  of  the  system  of  doctrines  usually  sty- 
led Arminianism^  which  had  at  that  time  appeared  before  the  pub- 
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He.     In  the  following  letter  he  acknowledges  the  kindness  of  hiar 
eorre^ndent,  and  at  the  same  time  alludes  to  the  decease  of  his 
«biQghter. 

"  To  the  Rev.  John  Erskine. 

^^  Northampton^  Aug.  31,  1748. 

-^  Rev«  and  deab  Sir, 

"  I  this  summer  received  your  kind  letter  of  Feb.  9,  1748,  with 
your  most  acceptable  present  of  Taylor  on  Original  Sin^  and  his 
Key  to  the  Apottolic  Writings^  with  his  Paraphrase  on  the  Epistle 
to  the  Romans  ;  together  with  your  Sermons  and  Answer  to  Doct. 
Campbell.  I  had  your  Sermons  before,  sent  either  by  you  or  Mr. 
M'Laurin.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  of  those  two  books  of  Taylor's. 
i  had  before  borrowed  and  read  Taylor  on  Original  Sin ;  but  am 
very  glad  to  have  one  of  my  own ;  if  you  had  not  sent  it,  I  intend- 
ed to  have  sought  opportunity  to  buy  it.  The  other  book,  his  Par- 
aphrase, etc.  I  had  not  heard  of;  if  I  had,  I  should  not  have  boen 
easy  till  I  had  seen  it,  and  been  possessed  of  it.  These  books,  if  I 
should  Hve,  may  probably  be  of  great  uise  to  me.  Such  kindness 
from  you  was  unexpected.  I  hoped  to  receive  a  letter  from  you^ 
which,  alone,  I  should  have  received  as  a  special  favour. 

"  I  have  for  the  present,  been  diverted  from  the  design  I  hinted 
to  you,  of  publishing  somdhing  against  some  of  the  Arminian  Te- 
nets^ by  something  else  that  Divine  Providence  unexpectedly  laid 
in  my  way,  and  seemed  to  render  unavoidable,  viz.  publishing  Mr. 
Brainerd's  Life,  of  which  the  inclosed  paper  of  proposals  gives 
some  account. 

"  It  might  be  of  particular  advantage  to  me,  here  in  tliis  remote 
part  of  the  world,  to  be  better  informed  what  books  there  are,  that 
are  published  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  and  especially  if 
there  be  any  thing  that  comes  out,  that  is  very  remarkable.  I  have 
seen  many  notable  things,  that  have  been  written  in  tliis  country 
against  the  truth,  but  nothing  very  notable  on  our  side  of  tlie  con- 
troversies of  the  present  day,  at  least  of  the  Arminian  controversy. 
You  would  much  oblige  me,  if  you  would  inform  me  what  are  the 
best  books  that  have  lately  been  written,  in  defence  of  Calvinism. 

"  I  have  herewith  sent  the  two  books  of  Mr.  Stoddard's  you  de- 
sired. The  lesser  of  the  two  was  my  own ;  and  though  I  have  no 
other,  yet  you  have  laid  me  under  such  obligations,  that  I  am  glad  I 
have  it  to  send  to  you.  The  other  I  procured  of  erne  of  my  neigh- 
bours. 

"  I  have  lately  heard. some  things,  that  have  excited  hope  in  me, 
that  God  was  about  to  cause  there  to  be  a  turn  in  England,  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  religion  there,  for  the  better ;  particularly 
what  we  have  heard,  that  one  Mr.  West,  a  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
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cil,  has  written  in  defence  of  Christianity,  though  once  a  notorious 
Deist ;  and  also  what  Mr.  Littleton,  a  member  of  the  House  oS 
Commons,  has  written.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  inform  me 
more  particularly  in  your  next,  concerning  tins  affidr,  and  what  the 
present  state  of  Infidelity  in  Great  Britain  is. 

"  It  has  pleased  Grod,  since  I  wrote  my  last  to  you,  sofely  to  af- 
flict this  family,  by  taking  away  by  death,  the  last  February,  my 
second  daughter,  in  the  eightecntli  year  of  her  age ;  a  very  pleas- 
ant and  useful  member  of  this  family,  and  one  tliat  was  esteemed 
the  flower  of  the  family.  Herein  we  have  a  great  loss ;  but  the  re- 
membrance of  the  remarkable  appearances  of  piety  in  her,  from 
her  childhood,  in  life,  and  also  at  her  deatli,  are  very  comfortable 
to  us,  and  give  us  great  reason  to  mingle  thanksgiving  with  our 
mourning.  I  deirire  your  prayers,  dear  Sir,  that  God  would  make 
up  our  great  loss  to  us  in  himself. 

"  Please  to  accept  of  one  of  my  Sermons  on  Mr.  Brainerd's 
death,  and  also  one  of  my  Sermons  on  Mr.  BuelPs  instalment.  I 
desire  that  for  the  future,  your  letters  to  me  may  be  directed  to  be 
left  with  Mr.  Edward  Bromfield,  merchant  in  Boston.  My  wife 
joins  with  me,  in  respectful  and  affectionate  salutations  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Erskine.  Desiring  that  we  may  meet  often  at  the  throne  (^ 
grace,  in  supplications  for  each  other, 

"  I  am,  dear  brother,  your  obliged  friend, 
^'  Fellow  labourer  and  bumble  servant, 

"Jonathan  Ebwards. 

"  P.  S.  I  desired  Mr.  Prince  to  send  to  you  one  of  my  books 
on  the  subject  of  the  Concert  for  Prayer  for  a  general  Revival  of 
religion,  tlie  last  year ;  and  he  engaged  to  do  it ;  but  I  perceive  he 
forgot  it,  and  it  was  long  neglected.  But  I  have  since  taken  some 
further  care  to  have  the  book  conveyed ;  so  that  I  hope  tliat  ere 
this  time  you  have  received  it. 

"  In  the  conclusion  of  your  letter  of  Feb.  9,  you  mention  a  de- 
sign of  writing  tp  me  again,  by  a  ship  Uiat  was  to  sail  tlic  next 
month  for  Boston.     That  letter  I  have  not  received.'* 

Mr.  Gillespie,  imagining  that  the  difficulties,  wliich  he  had  slated 
in  his  former  letter,  were  not  satisfactorily  cleared  up  in  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  addressed  to  him  the  following  reply. 

Letter  from  JIi".  Gillespie. 

"  Sept.  19, 1748. 
"Rev.  and  vert  dear  Sir, 

"  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  in  spring  last,  for  which  I  heartily 
thank  you.  I  did  not  want  inclination  to  make  you  a  return  long 
ago,  as  I  prize  your  correspondenccj  but  some  things  concurred  that 
effectually  prevented  me,  which  has  given  me  concern. 

"  It  was  my  desire  to  be  informed,  and  my  inclination  to  make  yoli 
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understand  how  some  passages  in  your  book  on  Religious  Affec- 
tions did  appear  to  me  and  some  others,  your  real  friends  and  well- 
wishers  in  this  country,  that  determined  me  to  presume  to  offer  you 
some  few  remarks  on  the  passages  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  ; 
and  desire  of  further  information,  engages  me  now,  with  all  respect, 
to  make  some  observations  upon  some  things  in  your  letter.  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  my  freedom,  and  bear  with  me  in  it,  and  set  me  right 
wherein  you  may  find  me  to  misapjH-ehend  your  meaning,  or  to 
mistake  in  any  other  respect. 

"  You  say,  "  You  conceive  that  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween these  two  things,  viz.  its  bemg  a  man's  duty,  who  is  without 
*  ^iritual  light  or  sight,  to  believe ;  and  its  being  his  duty  to  believe 
without  s{nritual  light  or  sight,  or  to  believe  while  he  yet  remams 
without  spiritual  light  or  si^t :  it  is  not  proper  to  say,  it  is  a  man's 
duty  to  believe  without  faith,"  etc.  Now,  dear  Sir,  die  difference 
here,  I  am  not  able  to  conceive ;  for  all  are  bound  to  believe  the 
divine  testimony  and  to  trust  in  Christ,  which  you  acknowledge ; 
and  the  want  of  spiritual  light  or  sight  does  not  loose  from  the  obli- 
gation one  is  laid  under  by  the  divine  command  to  believe  instantly 
on  Christ,  and  at  all  seasons,  as  his  circumstances  shall  require, 
nor  does  it  excuse  him  in  any  degree  for  not  believing.  I  own 
that  a  person  who  has  no  spiritual  light  or  sight  cannot  eventu- 
ally beueve,  if  by  light  or  sight  b  meant  the  influence  or  grace  of 
the  Spirit,  by  which  (Hie's  mind  is  irradiated  to  take  up  the  object 
and  grounds  of  faith,  so  as  to  be  made  to  have  a  spiritual  sight  of 
Christ,  and  to  act  that  grace ;  yet  still,  even  when  one  wants  this,  it 
is  his  duty,  and  he  is  bound  to  believe,  for  we  know  it  is  a  maxim, 
"  ability  is  not  the  rule  of  duty. ^^  I  also  acknowledge,  that  no  per- 
son who  is,  and  always  has  been,  widiout  spiritual  light  or  sight,  is 
bound,  nor  is  it  his  duty  to  believe,  that  he  has  actually  believed,  or 
to  conclude  he  is  really  a  partaker  of  the  faith  of  God's  elect.  I 
have  some  apprehension  tms  is  all  you  meant  by  the  expressions  I 
have  noticed,  and  the  reasoning  in  consequence  of  them  ;  or  else 
certainly  different  ideas  are  affixed  t04Words  with  you  and  among 
us.  There  is  indeed  a  great  deal  of  difference  betwixt  its  being 
one's  duty  to  believe,  or  to  act  faith,  and  its  being  his  duty  to  be- 
lieve he  has  believed,  or  has  acted  divine  faith,  i.  e.  you  say  you 
apply  the  particle  without^  respecting  spuitual  light  or  sight,  to  the 
act  of  believing,  by  which  I  suppose  you  intend, "  all  aAotiW  believe, 
though  none  do  really  believe,  without  spiritual  light  or  sight;"  in  wliicli 
I  entirely  agree  with  you.  The  word  duty  indeed,  which  you  use 
when  treating  that  matter,  is  ordinarily  supposed  to  signify  the  obliga- 
ticm  the  pers(Mi  is  under  by  the  divine  audiority  to  believe,  as  applied 
to  the  matter  of  faith,  and  not  to  the  act  of  faith  put  forth  in  conse- 
quence of  such  obligation.  Had  I  not  supposed  you  plainly  meant 
by  the  expressions  I  quoted  fit)m  the  book,  the  duty  or  obligation 
to  believe,  and  not  an  act  of  faith  exerted,  I  should  have  made  no 
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remarks  on  them.     It  is  indeed  as  absurd  for  one  to  conclude  he 
has  really  believed  without  spritual  light  or  sight,  as  to  say  one 
should  believe  he  had  believed,  without  those  things  that  are  essen- 
tially implied  in  faith.     But  I  mustdifier  from  you  in  thinking  it  is 
not  very  proper  to  say,  it  is  a  man's  duty  to  believe  without  faith,  i*  e. 
while  he  yet  remains  without  spiritual  light  or  sight,  or  to  put  farih 
an  act  of  faith  on  the  Saviour,  however  void  of  spiritual  light  or  sight ; 
for  if  this  was  not  the  truth,  the  6nally  impenitent  sinner  could  not 
be  condemned  for  unbelief,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  declares  he  will  be^ 
John  iii.   19,  20,  24,  and  that  notwitlistanding  the  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  faith  must  make  him  believe.    I  should  be  glad  to  know 
the  precise  idea  you  affix  to  the  words  faith  and  believing.     I  do 
not  remember  a  person's  reflecting  on  his  act  of  faith,  any  where  in 
Scripture  termed  believing.    You  remark, "  That  I  seem  to  suppose 
that  a  person's  doubtmg  of  his  good  estate  is  the  proper  opposite  of 
feith,"  and  I  own,  as  it  is  a  believer's  duty  to  expect  sa]vati(m 
through  Christ,  which,  in  other  words,  b  to  believe  his  good  estate, 
Acts  XV.  1 1,  C^.  ii.  20,  Eph.  ii.  4,  Job  xix.  25,  doubting  of  it  must 
be  his  sin,  an  eflfect  of  unbelief,  a  part  of  it,  and  thus  the  proper  oppo- 
site of  faith,  considered  in  its  full  compass  and  latitude.     Ijius  once 
doubting  of  hb  good  estate  by  a  true  believer,  and  unbelief  in  one 
branch  of  it,  or  one  part  and  mann^  of  its  acting,  are  the  same 
thing.     Faith  and  unbelief  are  opposed  in  Scripture,  and  what  is 
the  opposite  of  one  ingredient  in  unbelief  must  be  fiiith  in  one  part  of 
it,— one  thmg  that  belongs  to  its  exercise.    A  person's  believing  that 
the  Lord  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  him,  who  is  in  a  gracions  state, 
Heb.  xiii.  5,  is  owned  to  be  his  indispensable  duty,  and  this  compre- 
hends or  supposes  his  bemg  confident  of  his  good  estate,  and  is 
properly  divine  faith,  because  it  has  the  divine  testimony  now  cited, 
on  which  it  bottoms,  Jer.iii.  19.  The  Lord  says,  "  Thoushalt  call 
sue  my  father y  and  shalt  not  turn  away  from  me^'*  which  is  evident- 
ly faith,  and  no  less  manifestly  belief  of  one's  good  estate,  or  being 
confident  of  it,  because  the  expression  must  denote  the  continued 
exercbe  of  faith,  in  not  tumkig  away  from  the  Lord.     Crying  Ahha 
father^  Rom.  viii.  15,  is  faith  in  the  Lord  as  one's  father,  which 
must  have,  a  being  confident  of  one's  good  estate  inseparable  from 
it,  or  rather  enwrapped  in  it.     I  suppose  what  I  have  mentioned,  is 
very  consistent  with  what  you  say,  "That  faith,  and  persons  believ- 
ing that  they  have  faith,  are  not  the  same  :"  for  one's  believing  that 
he  has  faith,  simply  and  by  itself,  has  for  its  object  the  man's  inward 
frame,  or  the  actings  and  exercises  of  hb  spirit,  and  not  a  divine 
testimony.    Thb  is  not  divine  faith ;  but,  as  I  have  laid  the  matter,  a 
bein^:  confident  of  one's  good  estate  has  for  its  foundatkm  the  word 
of  God,  Heb.  xiii.  5,  etc.  ultimately, — at  least ;  to  be  suret  this  b 
one  way  in  which  fahh  is  acted,  or  one  thing  in  its  exercise.     I  am 
far  from  thinking  unbelief,  or  being  without  faith,  and  doubting 
whether  they  have  faith,  to  be  the  same  thing  in  an  unconverted 
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sinner,  whom  your  words  ^^  being  vnihout  faith^^^  must  mean,  and 
therein  we  entirely  agree.     But  I  must  think,  as  to  the  believer,  his 
doubting,  whether  or  not  he  has  faith,  is  sinful,  because  it  is  belying 
the  Holy  Ghost,  denjring  his  work  in  hira,  so  there  is  no  sin  to  wliich 
that  doubting  can  so  properly  be  reduced  as  unbelief.     You  know, 
dear  Sir,  doubting  and  believing  are  opposed  in  Scripture,  Matt, 
xiv.  31,  xxi.  21,  Mark  xi.  23,  and  I  cannot  exclude  from  the  idea 
of  doubting,  a  questioning  the  truth  and  reality  of  a  work  of  grace 
on  one's  soul,  for  the  Holy  Ghost  requires  us  to  believe  the  reality 
of  his  work  in  us,  in  all  its  parts,  just  as  it  is,  and  never  would  allow 
us,  much  less  call  us  to  sin,  or  to  believe  a  falsehood,  that  one  is 
void  of  grace,  when  he  has  it,  that  good  might  come  of  it,  i.  e.  that* 
the  person  might  be  awakened  from  security,  etc.     1  John  iii.  3, 
'^  Every  man  that  hath  tliis  hope  in  him  punfieth  himself,  as  he  is 
pure ;"  I  think  intimates,  that  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  one's 
hc^,  that  the  Lord  is  his  father,  will  be  his  aim  after  sanctification, 
and  his  attainment  of  it ;  if  so,  to  renounce  this  hope,  to  throw  it  up 
at  any  season,  on  any  account,  must  be  unlawiul ;  whence  I  infer, 
for  the  believer  to  doubt  of  his  gracious  state,  to  call  it  in  question 
for  any  reas<Hi  whatever,  so  as  to  raze  it,  it  is  simply  sinful,  1  John 
ii.  12.  15,  '^  I  write  unto  you,  litde  children,  because  your  dns  are 
forgiven  you,  viz.  Love  not  the  world."     Here  forgiveness  of  sin  is 
used  as  a  motive  or  incitement  not  to  love  the  world  ;  and  this  rea- 
soning of  the  aposde  would  lose  all  its  force,  were  it  incumbent  on 
a  believer,  at  some  seasons,  to  think  he  was  not  within  the  bond  of 
the  new  covenant, — he  is  bound  ever  to  hold  that  conclusion  fixed. 
The  exhortation,  not  to  cast  away  one's  confidence,  certainly  compre- 
hends a  call  to  persevere  in  believing  in  our  interest  in  the  Lcx'd,  and 
to  practise  it  at  all  seasons,  Heb.  x.  35.  Job's  fiiends  endeavoured  to 
make  him  question,  whedier  the  root  of  the  matter  was  m  him,  and 
to  conclude  that  he  was  a  hypocrite.     He  resolved,  though  the 
Lord  should  slay  him,  he  would  trust  in  him,  chap.  xiii.  15,  being 
C(nifident  of  his  own  good  estate,  chap,  xxvii.  3,  5,  ^*  All  the  while 
my  breath  is  in  me  ;"  and  ver.  5,  "  Till  I  die,  I  will  not  remove  my 
integrity  from  me  ;"  and  we  see,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  book, 
what  there  he  resolved,  he  actually  did  practise  ;  he  never  enter- 
tained the  thought  of  supposing  the  Lord  was  not  his  God,  notwith- 
standing the  grievous  eruptions  of  iniquity  in  him,in  quarrelling  witli  the 
sovereignty  of  God,  etc.     And  in  the  end,  the  Lord  condemned  his 
friends  for  ^>eaking  of  him  "  the  things  that  were  not  right,"  and  pro- 
nounced that  Job,  his  servant,  had  scud  of  him  the  ^ing  ^'  that  is 
right,"  Job  iv.  1 ;  from  which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  he  was  approved 
in  guarding  against  razing  his  state.'^     Also,  2  Cor.  i.  12,  what  the 
apc^e  terms  there,  "  his  rejcricing,"  was  what  supposed  his  being 
confident  of  his  good  estate,  that  he  was  participant  of  a  principle 

"*  Tkis,  and  itytral  other  Scotticif  ms,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  altcn-. 
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of  grace,  wliich  made  him  capable  of  acting,  as  he  did,  with  godTjr 
^ncerity.  All  which,  with  other  considerations,  do  satisfy  me,  that 
a  believer  never  should  raze  his  state  on  any  account  whatever ;  and 
that,  as  has  been  mentioned,  doubting  of  hi^  gracious  state  is  anful, 
one  way  of  unbelief,  its  acting  in  him,  though  not  the  direct  and 
immediate  opposite  of  that  acting  of  faith  by  which  a  person  re- 
nounces his  own  righteousness  and  closes  with  Christ,  yet  the  oppo* 
site  of  the  posterior  exercise  of  faith  in  him,  and  upon  the  promisCf 
in  certain  respects.  Your  book  is  now  lent,  and  tlierefore  I  cannot 
take  notice,  as  you  wish  and  I  incline,  of  what  you  say  on  this  head,  p. 
80,  81,  more  particularly  than  I  have  done.  However,  I  have,  I 
'think,  touched  the  precise  point  in  difference  between  us. 

"You  observe,  I  seem  to  intimate,  "A  person's  being  confident 
of  his  own  good  estate  is  the  way  to  be  delivered  fi*om  darkness, 
deadness,  backsliding,  and  prevailmg  iniquity.*'  And  you  add,  that 
"you  think  whoever  supposes  this  to  be  God's  method  of  deliver* 
ing  his  saints,  when  sunk  into  an  evil,  careless,  carnal,  and  unchris- 
tian frame,  first  to  assure  them  of  their  good  estate  and  his  favour, 
while  they  yet  remain  in  such  a  firame,  and  so  to  make  that  the 
means  of  their  deliverance,  does  surely  mistake  God's  method  of 
dealing  with  such  persons."  Here  I  think  you  represent  the  case 
too  strong ;  for  the  words  in  my  letter  to  which  you  refer,  were,  "I 
have  beard  it  taucht  that  the  believer  was  bound  to  trust  in  the  Lord 
in  the  very  worst  &ame  he  could  be  in,  and  that  the  exercise  of  faith 
was  the  way  to  be  delivered  from  darkness,  deadness,  backsliding," 
etc.  And  afterwards,  I  said,  when  questioning  whether  the  believer 
should  ever  doubt  of  hb  estate  on  any  account  whatever,  "I  know 
the  opposite  has  been  prescribed  ;  when  the  saint  is  plunged  in  the 
mire  of  prevailing  iniquity."  Now,  as  a  believer  may  be  thus 
plunged,  and  yet  sin  at  that  instant  be  his  grief  and  burden,  Rom.vii. 
24,  and  he  may  have  the  hope  and  expectation  of  being  relieved 
fix)m  it  even  then,  Psal.  Ixv.  3, 1  do  not  diink  my  words  convey  the 
idea  you  affix  to  them.  Also  you  will  observe,  I  do  not  say  that  a 
person's  bemg  confident  of  his  own  good  estate  is  die  way  to  be  de- 
livered fix)m,"  etc.  but  "that  the  believer  was  bound  to  trust  the 
Lord  in  the  worst  of  firame,"  etc.  This  I  mention,  precisely  to  state 
my  words,  and  they  are,  I  think,  very  defensible ;  for  the  believer 
is  called  "  to  trust  in  the  Lord  forever,"  Isa.  xxvi.  4.  If  so,  when 
in  the  situation  mentioned ;  for  this  is  a  trusting  in  the  Lord  as 
one's  God.  The  woman,  with  the  issue  of  blood,  her  touching 
Christ,  and  the  success,  is,  I  suppose,  a  call  and  encouragement  to 
touch  him  by  faith,  for  having  the  worst  soul^maladies  healed,  Mark 
V.  25.  Trusting  in  the  Lord  for  needful  blessmgs,  in  the  situation 
mendoned,  gives  him  the  glory  ol  his  faithfiibess,  and  engages  him 
to  act  b  the  believer's  behalf;  thus  to  do,  it  b  both  duty  and  in- 
terest. Jonah,  when  in  a  course  of  grievous  rebellion,  and  under 
awfid  chastisement  for  it,  when  perhaps  he  had  actually  disclaim- 
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ed  interest  in  the  Lord,  or  was  in  danger  of  it,  said,  <^he  would 
look  again  toward  tlie  Lord's  holy  temple,"  chap.  ii.  4,  evidently 
m  exercise  of  faith  in  the  Lord  as  his  God,  the  Lord  assuring  him 
of  his  good  estate  and  his  favour,  by  the  operation  of  the  Spirit 
causing  him  so  to  act,  and  to  be  conscious  of  it ;  and,  verse  7,  ^*  when 
my  sod  fainted  within  me,  I  remembered  the  Lord,  and  my  prayer 
came  in  unto  thee,  into  thme  holy  temple."  Here  is  my  assertion 
exemplified  in  practice,  by  a  believer,  I  may  venture  to  say,  in  aa 
evil  frame,  when  the  Spirit  breathed  upon  him.  Though  a  pro- 
phet, he  deliberately  disobeyed  the  express  instructions  of  his 
Lord,  chap.  i.  2,  3,  and  in  a  careless  fiame,  for  he  slept  securely 
in  the  sides  of  the  ship,  during  a  tempest  raised  for  his  sake,  and  when 
the  heathen  mariners  every  one  called  upon  his  god,  chap.  i.  5,  6. 
So  far  was  he  from  dreading,  as  he  had  reason  to  do,  that  the  Lord 
would  plead  a  controversy  with  him  for  the  part  he  acted,  that  dis* 
mal  security,  awiul  carelessness,  and  a  carnal  frame  had  seized 
him ;  for  he  declared  to  the  Lord,  that  he  said  to  him  in  his  country, 
he  would  repent  of  the  evil  he  had  said  he  would  do  to  the  Nine- 
vites,  if  they  turned  from  their  evil  way,  and  assigned  that  for  the 
reason  why  he  fled  to  Tsurshish,  chap.  iv.  2;  and  thus  would  rather  diat 
the  Lord  should  want  the  hoiK)ur,  that  would  redound  to  his  name 
by  the  repentance,  though  only  outward,  of  the  Ninevites,  and  that 
th*  whole  city  should  be  destroyed,  one  of  the  largest  the  sun  shono 
upon,  and  the  most  populous,  and  that  himself  should  lose  the  hon* 
our  and  comfort  of  being  the  instrument  of  its  preservation,  than 
that  he  should  fall  under  the  imputation  of  being  a  false  prophet, 
for  which  there  would  yet  have  been  no  foundation.  Horrid  car- 
nality this !  for  as  it  was  dreadful  selfishness,  it  may,  in  that  view, 
be  termed  carnality, — astonishing  pride!  this  ^^filthiness  of  the 
spirit"  is  worse  than  that  of  the  flesh ;  and,  aU  circumstances  of  Us 
conduct  considered,  he  was  not  only  in  an  ungodly  firame,  but  in  an 
inhumane  one,  and  he  sinned  presumptuously  in  one  of  the  highest 
degrees,  we  may  suppose,  in  which  it  is  possible  for  a  believer  so  to 
act ;  notwithstanding  it  appears  the  happy  turn  was  begun  in  him^ 
under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  by  renewing  his  faith  in  the 
Lord  as  his  Grod,  and  being  confident  of  his  good  estate ;  upon 
which  he  prayed,  as  already  mentioned,  and  was  heard  by  his  God| 
see  verses  7,  8,  was  delivered  out  of  Us  then  dismal  and  danger^* 
ous  circumstances,  chap.  ii.  12. — ^Thus  I  have  done  more  than  I 
was  bound  to  do,  and  have  proved  the  pomt,  not  only  b  the  man^ 
ner  in  which  I  expressed  it,  but  m  the  strong  light  your  words,  a 
comment  on  minte,  had  set  it ;  for  one  plain  Scripture  instance, 
such  certainly  as  that  I  have  given,  is  sufficient,  as  agreed,  to  prove 
any  thing,  it  is  so  &r  from  being  a  mistakmg  of  Ood's  metlK>d  of 
dealing  with  such  persons,  as  you  suggest,  ^pardon  me,  dear  Sk^} 
to  say,  that  it  is  ^^the  Lord's  method  of  debvering  his  saints  when 
in  a  backfdiding  condition,  first  to  assure  them  of  tbw  |;ood  eiK 
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tate  and  his  favour,  and  so,  to  make  that  the  means  of  then-  de- 
liverance;" that  I  rive  you  the  words  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  it 
it  as  express  and  mil  as  any  thing  possibly  can  be,  Jer.  iii.  12, 13, 
14 ;  verse  14,  ^  Turn,  O  backsliding  children,  saith  the  Lwd,  for 
lam  married  unto  yot*."  This  was,  to  be  sure,  the  Lord's  inti- 
mating the  new  covenant  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  spiritual 
Israel  among  them ;  and,  verse  22  of  that  chapter,  the  Lord  says, 
"  Return,  ye  backsliding  childreuy  and  I  will  heal  your  backslid- 
ings ;"  and  in  the  close  of  the  verse,  we  have  the  Lord's  thus  as- 
suring them  of  their  good  estate  and  his  favour,  shown  to  be  the 
effectual  mean  of  their  backsliding  being  healed :  "  Behold,  we 
come  unto  thee ;  for  thou  art  the  JLord  our  Crod,"  Hos.  xiv.  4. 
"  O  Israel,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  thou  hast  fallen  by 
thme  iniquity."  Here,  the  first  words  of  the  Lord's  message  to  his 
qpirituul  Israel,  are,  that  "  the  Lord  was  their  Gody^  and  the  ex- 
pression, "  fallen  by  iniquity,"  conveys  a  very  strong  idea,  when 
applied  to  a  believer,  perhaps  as  strong,  as  is  comprehended  in  your 
words,  "eriZ,  etc.  frame  ;'^^  and  I  must  think  this  verse  is  so  ex- 
pressed, to  work  on  holy  ingenuousness  in  them,  for  its  revival  \fhea 
under  the  ashes  of  corruption.  It  would  perhaps  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  multiply  Scripture  testimonies  of  sucn  kind ;  but  these 
adduced  are,  I  think,  full  proof  of  the  point,  for  confirmadon  of 
which  they  are  brought.  The  love  of  Christ  constrains  the  be- 
liever to  return  from  folly,  as  well  as  to  other  things  in  other  re- 
spects, 2  Cor.  V.  14.  I  might  argue  here  from  the  efficacy  of  the 
love  of  God  apprehended,  the  genius  of  the  new  creature,  and  na- 
ture m  believers,  and  a  variety  of  other  topics,  but  choose,  without 
expatiating,  to  confine  myself  to  precise  Scripture  testimonies.  As 
to  what  you  say,  that  '^  among  all  the  multitudes  you  have  had  op- 
portunity to  observe,  you  never  knew  one  dealt  with  in  this  man- 
ner, but  have  known  many  brought  back  from  great  declensions, 
that  appeared  to  be  trae  saints,  but  it  was  in  a  verjr  diverse  way 
from  this :  first  conscience  awakened ;  they  brought  mto  great  fear 
of  the  wrath  of  God ;  his  favour  hid ;  the  subjects  of  a  kind  of  new 
work  of  humiliation ;  brought  to  great  sense  of  deserving  (Jod's 
wrath,  while  they  yet  feared  it,  before  God  had  delivered  them  from 
apprehension  of  it,  and  comforted  with  a  renewed  sense  of  his  fa- 
vour." All  I  observe  upon  this  is,  that  the  way  I  have  laid  down, 
is  obviously  that  which  the  Lord  declares  in  his  word,  he  takes,  fcwr 
bringing  back  his  people  from  declensions,  and  thus  that  in  it  mercy  is 
to  be  expected,  whatever  the  Lord  may  be* pleased  to  do  in  sov^ 
yeignty,  and  he  will  not  be  limited ;  also,  persons  do  not  perceive 
every  thing  that  passes  within  them,  far  less  are  they  capable  to 
give  a/ull  distinct  account  of  every  tiling  of  each  kind.  Experi- 
ences of  christians  are  to  be  brought  to  tiie  touch-stone  of  tiie  in- 
(allible  bar,  and  to  stand  or  fall  by  it ;  tiie  Bible  is  not  to  be 
brought  to  their  test,  and  judged  of  by  them.     1  own  we  may  mis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE    OF    PRESIDENT    EDWARDS.  25& 

take  the  sense  of  Scripture,  but  it  is  so  obvious  in  the  passages  I 
have  quoted,  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  misapprehended. 

"  I  cannot  say  any  thing  now,  about  the  other  remarks  I  made 
on  your  book,  touched  on  in  your  letter,  because  I  have  not  now  the 
book  to  look  into.  I  understand  the  passages  "about  prevalence  of 
sin,  so  as  to  denominate  a  person  not  in  a  gracious  state,  better,  by 
what  you  have  wrote ;  and,  if  any  difficulty  shall  remain  after  com- 
parmg  your  book  and  letter,  I  may  come  to  propose  it  to  you  after- 
wards. 

"  What  you  wrote  about  the  case  of  temptation  was  very  agree- 
able, and  I  thank  you  for  it.  I  shall  now  state  the  case  more  plain- 
ly, because  I  want  much  your  further  thoughts  upon  it ;  it  is  pre- 
cisely this.  A  person  finds  himself  beset  by  evil  angels,  what  if  I 
remember  right  Vbetius  terms  obsessioj  and  one  in  that  situation 
cbitessus;  they  incessantly  break  into  his  body  and  mind,  some- 
times by  vain,  at  other  seasons  by  vile  thoughts,  now  by  the  dioughts 
of  a  business  neglected,  which  was  a  seasonable  thing  to  be  done, 
then  by  a  Scripture  text,  or  an  engaging  thought  of  some  spiritual 
truth,  when  entrance  is  not  to  be  had  another  way,  and  by  a  variety 
of  other  methods.  They  do  all  they  can,  perpetually  to  teaze,  de- 
file and  discourage ;  he  is  conscious  of  the  whole  transaction,  and 
finds  liis  spirit  broken  by  it,  and  goes  not  about  to  reason  with  Sa- 
tan, knows  the  expediency  of  this  course,  is  aware  Satan  wants  no 
better,  than  that  he  pray  much  and  long  against  his  temptations, 
and  so  wont  pray  himself  out  of  breath,  by  his  instigation,  is  con- 
vmced  the  remedy  is  to  get  them  kept  out  of  body  and  mind,  trysts, 
in  dependence  on  the  Lord,  to  the  use  of  medical,  moral  and  reli- 
gious means  for  that  end,  because  experience  shows  all  of  them  are 
expedient  and  advantageous  in  their  place ;  but  all  is  in  vain,  no 
relief  for  him,  relish  of  divine  things  wore  off  the  mind,  no  comfort, 
is  rendered  callous  by  cruel  constant  bufferings,  he  cries,  but  the 
Lord  hears  not.  By  what  I  understand,  this  is  a  just  representa- 
tion of  the  case,  and  will  lead  you  to  the  knowledge  of  other  cir- 
cumstances in  it.  What  would  you  advise  such  a  person  to  do? 
How  shall  he  recover  savour  of  spiritual  truths  and  objects  ? 

**  I  wondered  you  said  nothing  in  your  letter,  about  what  I  men- 
tioned in  mine,  respecting  supposed  immediate  reveUUions  of  facts 
and  future  events^  as  special  favours  conferred  on  some  special  fa- 
vourites of  heaven.  I  give  in  to  your  sentiments  on  that  pomt, 
expressed  in  the  three  treatises  you  have  published,  and  greatly 
like  what  Mr.  Brainerd  said  on  the  subject,  as  mentioned,  I  think 
by  you,  in  the  fiineral  sermon  on  him,  which  I  perused  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure,  and  shall  now  mention  some  things,  said  in  favour: 
of  that  principle,  of  which  people  are  very  tenacious,  that  I  may 
have  your  answers  to  them,  which  wiU  be  a  singular  favour  dorte 
me,  for  certain  reasons ;  for  example,  John  xvi.  13,  is  affirmed  to 
be  an  express  promise  of  such  a  thing ; — ^it  is  urged,  the  thing  is 
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not  contrary  to  Scripture,  and  therefore,  may  he ; — ^it  is  urged, 
John  xiii.  24 — ^27,  is  an  example  of  it,  an  btimaticHi  what  the 
Lord  win  do  in  such  kind  when  it  pleaseth  him,  till  the  end  of  time. 
It  is  pretended,  and  indeed  this  is  the  strength  of  the  cause,  thai 
the  thing  is  a  matter  of  fact,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Bible, 
therefore  nothing  about  it  is  to  be  expected  in  Scripture,  and  sim* 
ply  to  deny  it  in  all  cases,  is  daringly  to  limit  the  power  of  God.  The 
Lord  has  not  said  he  will  not  grant  it,  and  how  dare  any  say  it 
cannot  be  ?  It  is  reasoned,  there  are  numbers  of  well  attested  in- 
stances of  the  thing  in  difierent  ages  and  places,  facts  are  stubborn 
things,  and  to  deny  them  all  is  shocking,  an  overturning  of  all  moral 
evidence.  It  is  insisted  on,  that  the  thin|  hcu  been  formerly;  it  is 
confessed,  and  why  may  it  not  be  now  ?  We  are  told,  a  considera- 
ble time  before  a  thing  happened,  that  it  has  been  impressed  on 
the  mind  in  all  its  circumstances,  which  exactly  happened  in  every 
point ;  if  when  asked,  what  one  can  say  to  this,  he  says,  perhaps 
It  was  from  Satan,  to  this  it  is  answered,  does  he  know  future  con- 
tingent events  ?  The  reply  is  at  hand,  it  is  not  above  Urn  to  figure 
a  Aing  on  the  fancy  long  before,  which  he  is  resolved  by  some 
means  to  bring  about ;  but  to  all  tiiis  it  is  answered  by  advocates 
for  immediate  revelations,  such  reasoning  tends  to  sap  one  of  the 
main  pillars  of  evidence  of  the  divinity  of  the  Scripture  pro- 
jAecies. 

"I  have,  by  what  I  remember,  given  you  the  force  of  the  ail- 
ment, to  establish  what  has  had,  I  too  well  know,  very  bad  effects, 
as  commonly  managed,  in  Britain,  as  well  as  in  New-Iji^and;  a  his- 
tory of  instances  of  them,  would  not  be  without  its  use,  and  materials 
ibr  it  are  not  wanting.  I  will  long  much  to  see  what  you  say  in  way 
of  reply  to  aU  this.  I  am  sure  you  cannot  employ  time  better  than 
in  frambg  it.  I  should  have  mentioned,  that  the  authority  of 
eminent  divines  is  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  whose  stcxnachs  stand 
atswalbwing  things,  like  additions  to  the  Bible, — ^Mr.  Fleming,  in 
the  FidjUling  of  the  Scriptures,  Dr.  Goodwin,  etc.  But  on  tius^ 
itiias  been  pleasantly  observed,  that  the  authority  of  the  worthies  in 
the  eleventh  of  the  Hebrews,  would  have  done  a  good  deal  better. 
I  have  some  apprehension  this  is  a  point  of  truth,  which  the  Lord 
i$  to  clear  up  m  this  age. 

«*  I  have  read  your  Humble  Attempt,  and  with  much  satisfaction, 
was  charmed  with  the  Scriptures  of  the  latter  day  of  glory  set  in 
one  point  of  light.  I  do  think  humbly  your  observations  on  Liotmnan 
have  great  strength  of  reason.  The  killing  of  the  witnesses,  as  yet 
to  come,  has  been  to  me  a  grievious  temptation ;  for  which  reason, 
I  peruse  with  peculiar  pleasure  what  you  say  on  this  subject;  but  if 
you  answer  the  objection, "  It  would  appear  that  the  seventh  trumpet  b 
to  sound  soon  after  the  reisurrection  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  King- 
doms of  the  world,  etc.  but  that  has  not  hsqppened,  therefcnre  the 
witnesses  ar^  not  killed;"  I  say,if  this  youaoswer^  I  have  forgot 
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"I  should  have  also  mentioned,  that  it  seems  evident,  the  doctrine 
of  immediate  revelations  must  be  simply  denied  as  unscriptural, 
and,  thus  well-founded  in  no  case  ;  or  it  must  be  allowed  in  its  full 
c(M[npass  and  latitude,  let  the  consequences  of  it  be  what  they  will, 
for  if  the  thing  is  allowed  possible^  reasonings  about  its  effects  wiU  not 
conclude  nor  avail;  I  can  see  no  middle  way  between  the  two 
things.  That  principle  taken  for  granted  by  almost  all,  in  all  times 
past,  is,  as  I  mentbned  in  my  last  letter,  to  me  a  surprizing  thing. 

"Mr.  Whitefield  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  Wednesday  last,  and  was 
to  preach  on  Thursday  evening;  but  as  I  am  fifteen  miles  from  that 
city,  of  which  two  miles  by  sea,  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  effects 
of  hb  preaching,  or  the  number  of  the  audiences ;  I  wish  they  may 
be  as  frequent  as  when  he  was  last  here.  May  Divine  power  spe- 
cially attend  his  ministradons !  We  need  it  much,  as  we  are  gene- 
rally Men  under  great  deadness.  I  believe  he  wiU  find  use  for  all 
his  prudence  and  patience  in  dealing  with  us,  for  difierent  reasons. 
With  great  pleasure,  friends  to  viul  religion,  and  to  him,  are  in- 
formed he  is  to  make  no  collections  at  this  time  !  I  was  glad  to  hear 
you  write,  that  he  laboured  with  success  in  New-England,  in  rec- 
tifying mistakes  he  had  favoured,  about  intimations  made  by  the  Lord 
to  his  people,  etc.  and  heartily  wish  he  may  be  directed  to  apply  an 
antidote  here,  where  it  is  also  needed. 

"  I  have  tired  you  with  a  long  epistle,  and  shall  therefore  now 
break  off.  What  you  was  pleased  to  favoiu*  me  with,  upon  the  diffi- 
culty started  fit>m  Rom.  viii.  28.  was  very  acceptable,  and  I  thank 
you  much  for  it.  I  will  expect  a  letter  from  you  the  first  opportunity 
after  this  comes  to  hand ;  and  in  it  all  the  news  of  New-England, 
particularly  some  accoimt  of  the  state  of  religion  with  you.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  think,  I  may  write  you  my  sentiments  upon 
every  tiring  without  reserve.  Please  make  my  affectionate  compli- 
ments to  my  friend  Mr.  Abercrombie,  when  you  see  him,  or  write 
to  trim,  and  tell  him,  I  remember  I  am  in  his  debt  for  a  letter.  I 
hope  the  ship  I  am  informed  of,  for  carrying  this,  is  not  sailed,  and 
tberefcnre  it  will  not  be  so  long  in  coming  to  your  hand,  after  being 
writ,  as  my  last. 

"I  am,  fac." 

Letter  to  Mr.  M'Culloch. 

'^Northampton,  Oct.  7,  1748. 

"To  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Culloch. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  thank  vou  for  your  letter  of  Feb.  19, 1748,  which  I  received 
the  week  beiore  last.  I  had  also,  long  before  that,  recived  the  let- 
ter you  speak  of,  which  you  wrote  the  spring  before,  dated,  March 
12^  1747,  which  I  wrote  an  answer  to,  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  Princ« 
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of  Boston  and  committed  it  to  his  care ;  and  am  very  sorry  that 
you  never  received  it.  I  am  far  from  being  weary  of  oar  cor- 
respondence. I  ever  looked  on  myself  as  greatly  honoured  and 
obliged  by  you,  in  your  beginning  this  correspondence ;  and  have 
found  it  pleasant  and  profitable  ;  and  particularly  your  last  letter, 
that  I  have  but  now  received,  has  been  very  agreeable  and  enter- 
taining ;  especially  on  account  of  the  good  news  it  contains.  I 
cannot  but  think  many  things  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  the 
letters  of  my  other  correspondents  in  Scodand,  which  came  with 
vours,  are  great  things,  worthy  to  be  gready  taken  notice  of,  and  to 
be  an  occasion  of  much  rejoicing  and  praise  to  all  that  love  Zion  } 
viz.  The  remarkable  change  in  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Privy 
Council;  God's  stirring  up  him  and  Mr.  litdeton  to  write  in  de- 
fence of  Christianity ;  the  good  effect  of  this  among  men  of  figure 
and  character ;  the  good  disposition  of  the  Kmg,  and  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales ;  the  late  awakening  of  two  of  the  Prin- 
cesses, Amelia  and  CaroUne,  and  the  hopeful  conversion  of  one  or 
both  of  them ;  the  hopeful,  real  piety  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  his  good  disposition  towards  experimental  religion 
and  the  dissenters ;  several  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
landy  lately  appearing  to  preach  the  doctrines  of  Grace;  seve- 
ral of  the  Magistrates,  in  various  towns  in  England,  exerting 
themselves  with  uncommon  zeal  to  put  the  laws  in  execution 
against  vice;  and  the  eminent  piety  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
now  the  Stadthdder  of  the  Seven  United  Provmces.  Theso 
things,  (at  least  some  of  them,)  are  great  in  themselves,  and 
^  are  of  that  nature  that  they  have  a  most  promising  aspect  on  the 
interests  of  Zion,  and  appear  to  be  happy  presages  md  forerunners 
of  yet  better  and  greater  things  that  are  coming.  They  look  as  if 
the  tide  was  tumbg,  and  glorious  things  approaching,  by  the  revo- 
lution of  the  wheel  of  God's  Providence.  I  think  we,  and  all 
others,  who  have  lately  united  by  explicit  agreement  in  extraordi- 
nary Prayer  for  a  general  Revi^  of  religion  and  the  coming  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  may,  without  presumption,  be  greatly  encoura- 
ged and  animated  in  the  duty  we  have  engaged  in,  by  the  appear- 
ance of  such  a  dawning  oi  light  firom  such  great  darkness;  and 
should  be  ungrateful  if  we  did  not  acknowledge  God's  great  good- 
ness in  these  things,  and  faithfubess  in  fulfilling  the  promises  of  his 
word ;  such  as  these  m  particular,  "  If  any  two  of  you  shall  agree 
on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  you  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  of 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven ;"  and,  "  Before  they  call,  I  will 
answer }  and  while  they  are  yet  preaching,  I  will  hear."  I  have 
already  communicated  these  things  to  some  belonging  to  this  town, 
and  otner  places ;  some  have  appeared  much  affected  with  them  ; 
and  one  that  belongs  to  another  town,  has  taken  extracts  of  these 
passages.  I  design,  God  willing,  to  communicate  these  things  to 
my  congregation,  before  the  next  Quarterly  day  for  Prayer,  and 
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also  to  the  neighbouring  Ministers,  who,  according  to  our  stated 
agreement,  will  be  met  together  on  that  day,  to  spend  the  former 
part  of  the  day  m  prayer  among  oiu-selves,  and  the  latter  part  iu 

Eublic  services  in  one  of  ouj  congregations ;  and  shall  also  proba- 
ly  communicate  these  things  to  some  of  my  correspondents  in 
New  Jersey  and  elsewhere,  and  I  cannot  but  think  they  will  tend 
to  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  in  various  respects ;  and  particularly 
will  tend  to  promote  the  Concert  for  Prayer,  in  these  parts  of  the 
world.  I  desired  Mr.  Prince  of  Boston,  to  send  you  one  of  my 
books  on  the  Concert,  soon  after  it  was  published ;  who  engaged  to 
do  it :  but  long  forgot  it,  as  I  perceived  afterwards  to  my  surprise, 
but  since  that  more  thorough  care  has  been  taken  about  that  mat- 
ter ;  and  I  hope  you,  and  each  of  my  other  correspondents  in  Scot- 
land, have  before  now  received  one  of  those  books. 

"I  thank  you,  dear  Sir,  for  sending  me  your  Thoughts  on  some 
things  in  the  Prophecies  of  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  and  for 
being  at  so  much  trouble  as  to  send  it  twice  (supposing  the  fibrst  let- 
ter had  miscarried.)  This  I  take  as  a  particular  mark  of  respect, 
for  which  I  am  obliged  to  you.  I  received,  as  I  said  before,  your 
former  letter,  (which  contained  the  same  observations,)  and  sent 
an  answer  to  it,  wherein  I  gave  you  my  thoughts,  such  as  they 
were,  on  those  subjects.  But  if  you  have  received  my  book  on 
United  Prayer,  etc.  therein  you  have  seen  more  fully  my  thoughts 
on  some  things  in  the  Revelation,  that  have  a  near  relation  to  the 
same  matter  that  you  write  about ;  the  substance  of  wliich  I  before 
had  written  to  you  in  a  large  letter,  desiring  your  opinion  of  what  I 
wrote. 

"  The  letter,  I  think  you  received,  by  some  intimations  contain- 
ed in  yours  of  March  12,  1747.  But  you  was  not  pleased  to  fa- 
vour me  with  any  thing  at  all  of  your  thoughts  of  what  I  had  so 
largely  communicated  to  you,  to  that  end,  &at  I  might  have  your 
opinion.  But  I  am  not  die  less  willing  again  to  communicate  my 
thoughts  on  your  remarks. 

"As  to  what  you  observe  concerning  the  number  six  hundred 
and  sixtysixy  and  that  number  being  found  in  the  name  of  the  pre- 
sent Kmg  of  France ;  it  is  indeed  something  remarkable,  that 
that  number  should  be  found  both  in  his  Latin  and  French  names, 
as  you  observe;  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  omniscient  Spirit 
of  God,  (who  doubdess  in  his  predictions  has  sometimes  his  eye  on 
several  things  m  which  he  knows  they  will  be  fulfilled,)  might  have 
some  respect  to  his  name  in  the  Prophecy ;  but  I  can  hardly  think 
that  this  individual  King  of  France  or  any  other  particular  Prince 
in  Europe,  is  what  is  chiefly  intended  by  the  Beast,  so  largely  de- 
scribed m  die  13th  Chapter  of  Revelation,  whose  number  is  said 
to  be  six  hundred  and  sixty-six.  Of  all  the  conjectures  concern- 
ing the  number  of  the  Beast,  that  I  have  lit  on  in  my  small  readmg, 
that  of  Mr.  Potter's  seems  to  me  the  most  ingenious^  who  supposes 
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die  true  meaning  is  to  be  found  by  extracting  the  root  of  die  num* 
ber.  But  after  all,  I  have  ever  suspected  that  the  thing  chiefly 
aimed  at  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  never  yet  found  out,  and  that  the 
discovery  is  reserved  for  later  times<  Yet  one  reason  why  Mr. 
Potter's  conjecture  does  not  fully  satisfy  me,  is,  the  difficulty  about 
adjusting  the  fractions  in  the  root,  when  extracted.  With  respect 
to  your  very  ingenious  conjectures,  concerning  the  period  oi forty- 
two  monthsy  or  one  tftouiand  two  hundred  and  sixty  days,  of  the 
outer  court  and  holy  City's  being  trodden  under  foot  of  the  Gen- 
tiles ;  you  know,  Sir,  that  that  forty-two  months,  or  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty  davs,  spoken  of  Rev.  xi.  2,  has  been  uni- 
versallv  understood,  as  being  the  very  same  period  with  the 
1260  days  of  the  Witnesses  prophesying  m  sackcloth,  spoken  of  in 
the  next  verse ;  and  the  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  days 
of  the  Woman's  being  led  in  the  wilderness,  Chap.  xiii.  6 ;  and  the 
time,  times  and  half  a  time,  of  her  being  nourished  in  the  wilder- 
ness from  the  face  of  the  Serpent,  ver.  14 ;  and  the  forty-two 
months  of  the  continuance  of  the  Beast,  Chap.  xiii.  5.  But  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  probable  that  these  for^r-two  monts  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Beast,  means  the  sum  of  the  diverse  periods  in 
which  the  Plat  of  Ground,  whereon  the  ancient  literal  Jerusalem 
stood,  was  under  the  dominion  of  the  Romans,  Saracens,  Persians 
and  Turks ;  but  the  space  of  time  during  which  the  reign  of  Anti- 
christ or  the  Popish  Hierarchy  continues ;  and  as  to  the  particular 
time  of  the  downfall  of  Antichrist,  you  see  my  reasons  m  the  fore- 
mentioned  pamphlet,  why  I  think  it  certain  that  it  will  not  be  known 
till  it  be  accomplished :  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Scripture  is 
plain  in  that  matter,  and  that  it  does,  in  effect,  require  us  to  rest  sa- 
tisfied in  ignorance  till  tfie  time  of  the  end  comes. 

"  However,  I  should  be  very  foolish,  if  I  were  dogmatical  in  my 
thoughts  concerning  the  interpretation  of  the  prophecies :  especially  in 
opposition  to  those  who  have  had  so  much  more  opportunity  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  things  of  this  nature.  But  since  you  have 
insisted  on  my  thoughts,  I  conclude  you  will  not  be  displeased,  that 
I  have  mentioned  them,  though  not  altogether  agreeable  to  yours. 
I  am  nevertheless  gready  obliged  to  you  for  your  condescension  in 
communicating  your  thoughts  to  me.  If  we  do  not  exacdy  agree 
in  our  thoughts  about  these  things,  yet  in  our  prayers  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  these  glorious  events  in  God's  time,  and  for  God's 
gracious  presence  with  us,  and  his  assistance  in  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote his  kingdom  and  interests,  b  the  mean  time,  we  may  be  entire- 
ly  agreed  and  united.  That  we  may  be  so,  is  the  earnest  desire 
of,  dear  Sir, 

''Your  afiectionate  brother  and  servant, 
"  in  our  common  Lord, 

''Jonathan  Edwards." 
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In  perusing  the  foUowing  letter,  while  the  reader  will  deepljr  re- 
gret the  loss  of  that  from  Mr.  Erskine  to  which  it  is  an  answer,  he 
will  feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  mass  of  religions  intelligence  which 
it  contains,  as  well  as  in  the  interesting  developement  which  it  gives 
of  the  character  of  (Jovemour  Belcher. 

"To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine. 

'' Jiorthampton,  Oct.  14,  1748. 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir. 

"A  litde  while  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  wherem  I  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  yoin*  letter,  and  the  books  that  came  with  it, 
viz.  Taxjlor  on  Original  Sin;  and  on  the  Romans:  with  your  sermons, 
and  Answer  to  Mr.  CampbeU  ;  for  which  most  acceptable  presents 
I  would  most  heartily  and  renewedly  thank  you. 

"  I  sent  my  letter  to  Boston,  togedier  with  one  of  Mr.  Stoddard's 
Senefit  oj  the  Gospel  to  the  Wounded  in  Spirit  j  and  his  J^ature  of 
Saving  Conversion,  with  a  Sermon  on  Mr.  Brainerd's  death,  and 
some  account  of  a  history  of  his  life  now  in  the  press,  to  be  sent  to 
Scodand  by  the  first  opportunity  ;  whetlier  there  has  been  any  op- 
portunity or  no,  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  very  lately  received  another 
letter  from  you,  dated  April  4,  1748,  which  was  indeed  exceedingly 
acceptable,  by  reason  of  the  remarkable  and  joyful  accounts  it 
contains  of  things,  that  have  a  blessed  aspect  on  the  interests  of 
Christ^s  kingdom  in  the  world :  such  as  die  good  effects  of  the 
writings  of  Mr  .West  and  Mr.  Littieton  on  some  at  Court,  and  the  reli- 
gious concern  in  Mr.  Randy's  and  Mr.  Gray's  parishes,  the 
hopeful  true  piety  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  this  and  the 
King's  disposition,  not  only  to  tolerate,  but  comprehend  the  Dissent- 
ers 5  and  their  indifference  with  respect  to  the  liturgy,  ceremonies 
and  episcopal  ordination  5  the  piety  of  the  Prince,  who  is  now  ad- 
vanced to  the  Stadtholdership,  and  has  it  established  in  his  family 
forever  5  the  awakening  of  the  Princess  Caroline ;  and  the  good 
disposition  of  die  Princess  of  Wales.  I  think*  it  very  fit  that  those, 
who  have  lately  entered  into  an  union  of  extraordinary  prayer,  for 
the  coming  of  Christ's  kingdom  and  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  should 
mform  one  another  of  things  which  they  know  of,  that  pertain  to  the 
prosperity  of  Zion,  and  whereby  their  prayers  are  in  some  degree  an- 
swered :  that  they  may  be  united  in  joy  and  thanksgiving,  as  well  as  in 
supplication ;  and  that  they  may  be  encouraged  and  animated  in  their 
prayers  for  die  future,  and  engaged  to  continue  instant  therein  with 
aU  perseverance.  I  think  these  things  forementioned,  which  you 
have  sent  me  an  account  of,  are  worthy  gready  to  be  observed,Jby 
those  that  are  united  in  the  concert  for  prayer,  for  their  comfort, 
praise  and  encouragement.  I  intend  to  communicate  these  things 
to  my  own  people,  before  the  next  quarterly  season  for  prayer, 
and  to  the  neighbouring  ministers,  who  are  united  m  this  afiaur ;  and 
also  to  my  correspondents  in  this  province,  and  other  provinces 
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of  America.  I  doubt  not  but  they  wiD  have  a  happy  tendency  and 
influence  in  many  respects.  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  you  will  continue 
still  to  give  me  particular  information  of  things  that  appear,  relative 
to  the  state  of  Zion  and  the  mterests  of  religion,  in  Great  Britain  or 
other  parts  of  Europe.  In  so  doing,  you  will  not  only  inform  me, 
but  I  shall  industriously  communicate  any  important  informations 
of  that  kind,  and  spread  them  amongst  God's  people  in  this  part  of 
the  world ;  and  shall  endeavour  to  my  utmost  to  make  such  an  use 
of  them,  as  shall  tend  most  to  promote  the  interest  of  religion.  And 
among  other  things  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  any  books 
that  come  out,  remarkably  tending  either  to  the  illustration,  or  de- 
fence of  that  truth,  or  the  promoting  the  power  of  godliness  or  in 
any  respect  peculiarly  tending  to  advance  true  religion. 

"  I  have  given  an  account  of  some  things,  which  nave  a  favourable 
aspect  on  the  interests  of  religion,  in  these  American  parts  of  the 
world,  in  my  letters.to  Mr.  Robe,  and  Mr.  McLaurin,  sent  with  this ; 
which  you  will  have  opportunity  to  see. 

In  your  last  letter  you  desired  to  be  particularly  informed  of  the 
present  state  of  New-Jersey  College,  and  of  things  remarkable  of 
a  religious  nature  respecting  the  Indians.  As  to  the  former,  viz. 
the  state  of  New-Jersey  College :  by  the  last  accounts  I  had,  it  was 
m  somewhat  of  an  unsettled  state.  Govemour  Belcher  had  a  mind 
to  give  them  a  new  charter,  that  he  thought  would  be  more  for  the 
benefit  of  the  society.  Accordingly  a  draft  of  a  hew  charter  was 
drawn ;  wherein  it  was  proposed  to  make  considerable  alteration 
in  the  Corporation  of  Trustees ;  to  leave  out  some  of  the  former 
Trustees ;  and  that  the  Govemour  for  the  time  being,  should  be  a 
Trustee,  and  three  or  four  of  the  Council  of  that  Province.  Those 
two  things  made  considerable  uneasiness,  viz.  leaving  out  some  of 
the  former  Trustees,  and  makmg  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution  that 
the  Govemour,  and  so  many  of  the  Council  should  be  members  of 
the  Corporation.  Some  feared  that  this  would  not  be  for  the  health 
of  the  society ;  because  the  men  in  chief  authority  in  that  Pro- 
vince, have  for  the  most  part,  been  men  of  no  Religion,  and  many  of 
them  open  and  profess'd  contemners  of  it.  How  this  matter  has 
been  settled,  or  whether  these  difficulties  are  got  over,  I  have  not 
been  informed.  As  to  Govemour  Belcher  himself,  he  appears 
thoroughly  engaged  to  promote  virtue  and  vital  religion  in  those 
parts,  which  already  has  had  some  good  efiects ;  vice  and  opai 
profaneness,  by  the  means,  is  become  less  fashionable  among  the 
great  men,  and  virtue  and  religion  more  creditable.  The  disposi- 
tion of  Govemour  Belcher  may  in  some  measure  be  seen,  by  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  him,  in  answer  to  one  I  wrote  to 
him  on  a  special  occosion. 

^^  Burlington^  JSTew-Jersey^  Feb.  5,  l"1'48. 
"You  will,  Sir,  be  sure  of  me  as  a  fiiend  and  father  to  the  mis- 
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monaries  this  way,  and  of  all  my  might  and  encoQragement  for 
spreading  the  everlasting  gospel  of  God  our  Saviour,  in  aSl  parts  and 
places,  where  Grod  shall  honour  me  with  any  power  or  influence. 

"  As  to  myself,  Sir,  it  is  impossible  to  express  the  warm  senti- 
ments of  my  heart,  for  the  mercies  without  number,  with  which  I 
have  been  loaded,  by  the  (Jod  who  has  fed  me  all  my  life  long  to 
this  day^  and  my  reflection  upon  his  goodness  covers  me  with  shame 
and  blushing,  for  I  know  my  utter  un worthiness,  and  that  I  am  less  than 
the  least  of  all  his  mercies.  I  would  therefore  abhor  myself,  and 
repent  in  dust  and  ashes.  You  are  sensible,  my  good  friend,  that 
govemours  stand  in  a  glaring  light,  and  their  conduct  is  narrowly 
watched  by  friends  and  enemies :  the  one  often  unreasonably  ap- 
plaud them,  while  the  other  perhaps  too  justly  censure  them,  x  et 
in  this  I  am  not  anxious :  but  to  approve  myself  to  tlie  Searcher  of 
hearts,  from  whose  mouth  I  must  hear  pronounced,  at  the  great  and 
general  audit,  those  joyful  words.  Enter  thou,  etc. — or  that  terrible 
sentence.  Depart  from  me,  etc.  Join  with  me  then  in  thankfulness 
to  God,  for  all  the  blessings  and  talents  he  has  mtrusted  me  with, 
and  in  prayer  that  I  may  employ  them  to  his  honour  and  glory,  to 
the  good  of  the  people  over  whom  he  hath  placed  me,  and  so  to 
the  comf(Mrt  of  my  own  soul :  that  I  may  always  remember  that  he 
that  ruleth  over  men,  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God." 

"In  another  letter  which  I  have  received,  dated  Burlington,  N.  J, 
May  31,  1748,  he  says  as  follows. 

"I  will  prostrate  myself  before  my  God  and  Saviour,  and  on  the 
bended  knees  of  my  soul,  (abhorring  myself  m  every  view)  I  will 
beg  for  a  measure  of  divine  grace  and  wisdom ;  that  so  I  may 
be  honoured,  in  being  an  instrument  of  advancing  the  kingdom 
of  the  blessed  Jesus  in  this  world,  and  in  that  way  be  bring- 
ing forth  fruit  in  old  age.*  I  bless  God,  my  heavenly  Father, 
that  I  am  not  a^iamed  of  the  Cross  of  Christ ;  and  I  humbly  ask 
the  assistance  of  Sovereign  Grace,  that,  in  times  of  temptation,  I 
may  never  be  a  shame  to  it :  I  mean  that  my  conversation  may  al- 
ways be  such  as  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ.  And  I  tell  you  again, 
that  all  such  as  minister  at  the  altar,  and  in  the  course  of  their  min- 
istry approve  themselves  faithful  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church, 
wiU  not  only  find  ray  countenance  and  protection,  but  my  bve  and 
esteem. 

"As  to  our  embryo  College,  it  is  a  noble  design:  and  if  God 
pleases,  may  prove  an  extensive  blessing.  I  have  adopted  it  for  a 
daughter,  and  hope  it  may  in  time  become  an  Afana  Mater,  to  thb 
and  the  Beigbbouring  Provinces.    I  am  gettbg  the  best  advice  and 
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assistance  J  can  in  the  draught  of  a  Charter,  which  I  intend  to  gire 
to  our  infant  College,  and  I  tibank  you,  Sir,  for  all  the  kind  hints  you 
have  given  me,  for  the  service  of  tliis  excellent  undertaking: 
and  as  St.  Luke  says  of  Mary,  She  kept  ail  these  things,  and  pon- 
dered them  in  her  heart;  so  you  may  depend,  what  you  have  said 
)about  the  CoDege,  will  not  be  lost  widi  me ;  but,  as  far  as  God  shall 
enable  me,  I  shall  exert  and  lay  out  myself  in  every  way  to  bring  it 
to  maturity,  and  then  to  advance  its  future  welfare  and  prosperity : 
for  this  I  believe  will  be  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  our  Sav- 
iour :  a  relish  for  true  religion  and  piety,  bemg  great  strangers  to 
this  part  of  America.  The  accounts  I  receive  from  time  to  time, 
give  me  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  Arminianism,^Arianism,  and  even 
Socinianism,  m  destruction  to  the  doctrines  of  free  grace,  are  daily 
propagated  in  the  New  England  Colleges.  How  horribly  and  how 
wickedly,  are  these  poisonous  notions  rooting  out^those  noble  pious 
principles,  on  which  our  excellent  ancestors  founded  those  semba- 
ries !  and  how  base  a  return  is  it  of  the  present  generation,  to  that 
Grod,  who  is  constandy  surrounding  them  with  goodness  and  mer- 
cy !  and  how  ofiensive  is  it  in  the  eyes  of  that  God,  who  is  jear 
lous  of  his  glory,  and  will  take  vengeance  on  his  adversaries,  and 
reserveth  wrath  for  his  enemies !  And  from  these  things  I  am  led 
to  thank  you  for  your  book,  wrote  in  consequence  of  the  Memorial 
from  Scotland,  for  promoting  a  concert  in  prayer.  I  am  much 
pleased  with  this  proposal  and  imitation  to  all  good  cliristians,  and 
with  your  arguments  to  encourage  and  corroborate  the  design. 
The  two  missionaries  you  mention,  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Strong,  I 
am  told  are  at  present  at  Boston,  I  have  once  and  again  desh'ed 
Mr.  Brainerd  to  assure  them  of  my  kindness  and  respect.  But 
their  afiairs  have  not  yet  led  them  this  way.  I  rejoice  in  their  being 
appointed  to  carry  the  gospel,  in  its  purity,  to  the  Six  Nations;  and 
when  Mr.  Brainerd  and  they  proceed  to  Susquehannah,  they  shall 
have  all  my  assistance  and  encouragement;  by  letters  to  the  King's 
Govemours  where  they  may  pass,  and  my  letters  to  the  Sachem  or 
Chief  of  those  Indians." 

"With  regard  to  the  missionaries,  Govemour  Belcher  mentions: 
*'The  Commissioners  in  Boston,  of  the  Corporation  m  London, 
fi>r  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  the  Indians  in  New  Eng- 
land and  parts  adjacent,  a  Utde  before  Mr.  David  Brainerd  went 
to  Boston,  the  summer  before  his  death,  had  received  a  sum  of 
money  from  the  estate  left  by  the  feymous  Dr.  Williams,  for  the 
maintenance  of  two  missionaries  among  the  Six  Nations  :  and  ha- 
ving entertained  a  very  great  esteem  of  Mr.  Brainerd,  from  the 
opportunity  they  had  of  acquaintance  with  him  while  in  Boston, 
the  comnuttee  entrusted  to  him  the  affair  of  finding  and  recom- 
mending the  persons  proper  to  be  empteyed  in  this  business."  Ac- 
cordingty  be,  after  much  deliberation,  reconunended  one  Mr. 
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Spencer,  bebnging  to  Haddam,  his  nadve  town  ;  and  Mr.  Strong, 
belonging  to  this  town,  Northampton ;  who  are  nndoubtedly  well 
qualified  persons,  of  good  abilities  and  learning,  and  of  pious  dis- 
positions. The  Commissioners,  on  his  recommendation,  accepted 
these  persons ;  and  after  Mr.  Brainerd's  death,  sent  to  them ;  and 
they  wmit  down  to  Boston,  and  accepted  the  mission.  But  the 
Commissioners  did  not  think  proper  immediately  to  send  them  forth 
among  the  Six  Nations  :  but  ordered  them  to  go  and  live,  during 
the  winter,  in  New  Jersey  with  Mr.  John  Brainerd,  among  the 
Christian  Indians,  there  to  follow  their  studies,  and  get  acquaint- 
ance with  the  manners  and  customs  of  Indians ;  and  in  the  spring 
to  go  with  Mr.  Brainerd,  to  Susquehannah,  to  instruct  the  Indians 
on  that  river,  before  they  went  to  the  Six  Nations.  Accordingly 
thejr  went  and  lived  in  New  Jersey  ;  but  were  discouraged  as  to 
their  intended  journey  to  Susquehannah ;  for  they  understood  that 
the  Susquehannah  Indians  greatly  objected  against  entertaining  mis- 
sionaries, without  the  consent  of  the  Six  Nations,  (to  whom  they  are 
subject,  and  of  whom  they  stand  it  seems  in  great  fear ;)  and  insisted 
that  the  missionaries  should  go  to  the  Six  Nations  first.  There- 
{oTSf  in  the  spring,  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Strong  returned  to  Bos- 
ton, for  new  orders  firom  the  commissioners  :  who  saw  cause  to  or- 
der them  to  come  and  live  at  my  house,  till  the  time  of  an  appoint- 
ed interview  of  the  Govemours  of  Boston  and  New  York  with  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  Albany,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer ;  when  it  was  proposed  that  some,  that  should  go  to  Albany 
with  Gov.  Shirley,  sliould,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Commissioners, 
treat  with  the  Six  Nations  concerning  their  receiving  missionaries. 
Messrs.  Spencer  and  Strong  did  accordingly ;  they  lived  with  me 
m  the  summer,  and  went  to  Albany  at  the  time  of  the  treaty ;  and 
the  nation  of  the  Oneidas  in  particular,  were  dealt  with  concerning 
receiving  these  missionaries ;  who  appeared  free  and  forward  in 
the  matter.  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Strong,  at  that  time,  got  some 
acquaintance  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  tribe ;  who  appeared  fond  of 
them,  and  very  desux>us  of  their  going  with  them.  But  the  grand 
difiiculty  then  in  the  way,  was  the  want  of  an  Interpreter;  which 
occasbned  their  not  gomg  with  the  Indians  at  that  time,  butretum- 
ing  again  to  New-England.  Mr.  Strong,  also,  was  taken  much 
out  of  health,  which  discouraged  him  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  throwing  himself  into  the  fatigues  and  hardships  of 
their  undertaking,  till  the  next  spring.  But  the  difficulty  of  the 
want  of  an  interpreter,  is  now  got  over;  a  very  good  one  has  been 
found ;  and  Mr.  Spencer  was  ordained  on  the  14th  of  the  last 
month,  and  is  gone  with  the  interpreter,  to  go  to  the  country  of  the 
Oneidas,  about  170  miles  beyond  Albany,  and  about  130  miles 
distant  from  all  setdementsof  the  white  people. 

^It  is  a  thing,  that  has  a  favourable  aspect  on  the  design  of  pro- 
pagating the  Gospel  amcHig  the  Indians,  that  many  of  late  have 
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been  remarkably  s[^rited  to  promote  it,  and  liberally  to  open  &eir 
hands  in  order  to  it.  Mr.  Brainerd's  going  to  Boston  before  his 
death,  and  people  there  having  some  acquaintance  with  him,  and 
with  his  labours  and  success  among  the  Indians,  gare  occasi(m  to 
a  considerable  number  in  Boston,  men  of  good  substance  and  of 
the  best  character,  and  some  of  them  principal  men  in  the  town,  to 
form  themselves  into  a  Charitable  Society,  that  by  their  joint  en- 
deavours and  contributions,  they  might  promote  the  instruction  and 
spiritual  good  of  the  Indians ;  who  have  done  some  very  liberal 
things  for  the  Indians  in  New-Jersey,  and  also  for  the  Six  NaticHis. 
The  people  of  Northampton  have  also  had  their  hearts  remarkit* 
bly  opened,  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Spencer's  In* 
terpreter ;  and  one  individual  at  Springfield,  has  been  moved  to 
devote  a  considerable  part  of  bis  estate,  to  promote  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  Grospel  among  the  Six  Nations. 

*^  As  to  Diy  writing  against  Arminianism ;  I  have  hitherto  been 
remarkably  hindered ;  so  that  probably  it  wiU  be  a  considerable 
time  before  I  shall  have  any  thing  ready  for  the  press;  but  do  in^ 
tend,  God  allowing  and  assistmg,  to  prosecute  that  design :  and  1 
de^e  your  prayers  for  the  Divine  assistance  in  it.  The  books  you 
sent  me,  will  be  a  great  help  to  me ;  I  would  on  no  account  have 
been  without  them. 

^^  I  condde  with  you  and  IV&s.  Erddne,  on  the  loss  of  your  no* 
ble  and  excellent  father ;  which  is  doubtless  a  great  loss  to  the 
Church  of  God.  But  the  glorious  King  of  Zion,  who  was  dead,  is 
alive,  and  lives  forevermore,  and  can  raise  up  others  in  exalted 
stations  to  favour  Zion ;  and  seems  to  be  so  d<Mng  at  this  day,  by 
things  you  give  an  account  of  in  your  letter.  I  have  been  the 
subject  of  an  afflictive  dispensation  of  late,  tending  to  teach  me 
bow  to  sympathize  with  the  afflicted ;  which  I  think  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  letter  to  you,  viz.  the  death  of  my  second  daughter,  the 
last  February. 

^'  Please  to  present  my  most  afieetionate  and  respect&d  saluta- 
tions to  your  dear  consort.    That  I  and  mine  may  be  r^nember* 
ed  in  your  and  her  prayers,  is  the  request  of 
**'  Your  affectionate  and  obliged 
^^  Friend  and  brodier, 

^'JoiffATHAN  Edwards.'' 

Letter  from  Mr.  Willison  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

"  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards. 

''Dundee,  MarA  17,  1749. 

**Rev,  and  dear  Brother, 

"  I  thank  you  for  yours  of  October  last,  wrth  your  two  Sermons, 
which  Mr.  MTjaurin  sent  me ;  which  two  Sermons  give  me  cause 
to  inng  of  mercy  as  well  as  of  judgment,  that  as  one  shinkig  and 
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successful  youth  is  laid  aside  from  labouring  in  the  Gospel,  ano- 
ther is  sent  forth  to  it.  Indeed,  worthy  Mr.  Brainerd  was  one 
among  a  thousand,  for  carrying  the  Crospel  among  the  heathen,  as 
appears  by  the  account  you  give  of  him  in  your  Sermon,  and  by 
his  Journals  which  have  been  published  here,  and  prefaced  by  Dr. 
Doddridge,  and  dedicated  by  him  to  the  Society  at  Edinburgh. 
We  must  be  silent ;  seeing  He  who  hath  removed  him  is  holy,  just 
and  wise.  We  must  abo  lay  our  hands  on  our  mouths,  widi  res- 
pect to  the  loss  of  our  great  and  eminent  men,  such  as  Dr.  Watts, 
Dr.  Colman,  Mr.  Cowper,  and  others.  But  O,  it  is  no  loss  to  be 
absent  from  the  body,  to  them  who  are  present  with  the  Lord. 
Great  need  have  we  to  cry  to  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  to  send 
forth  others  in  theu*  room ;  it  is  easy  for  him  to  do  it,  from  places 
we  little  expect*  These  are  hopeful  and  promising  accounts, 
which  you  have  from  your  correspondents  in  Scotland,  mentioned 
in  your  letter.  May  they  all  hold  true,  and  be  the  forerunners  of 
greater  &ings,  and  die  dawnings  of  the  glory  of  the  latter  days.  I 
may  add  to  them,  the  rising  of  a  burning  and  shining  light  of  a 
Church  of  England  minister,  in  Dr.  Doddridge's  neighbourhood, 
viz.  Mr.  Hervey  ;  for  he  dates  his  writings  from  Weston  Flavel, 
near  Northampton.  He  has  lately  publish^  two  volumes  of  Med- 
itations on  all  kinds  of  subjects,  in  a  most  orthodox,  calvinistic  and 
evangelical  strain,  m  which  he  takes  all  kinds  of  occasions  of  exalt- 
ing and  commending  his  glorious  Master,  Christ,  in  a  most  rhetori- 
cal way,  and  in  a  style  I  think  inimitable,  and  in  the  most  moving 
expressions,  so  that  it  is  not  easy  to  read  him  without  tears.  He 
freely  taxes  his  brethren  of  that  church,  for  departing  frt)m  the 
doctrines  of  grace,  and  of  justification  by  imputed  righteousness, 
etc.  which  were  taught  by  the  Reformers,  and  their  own  articles 
and  homity.  And  notwidistanding  this  unconmion  freedom,  which 
he  uses  with  his  brethren,  great  men,  etc.  never  had  any  books 
such  a  run  in  England,  as  lus ;  for  in  a  year  and  an  half's  time,  or 
thereabouts,  there  are  five  editions  of  them  publidied  at  London, 
and  still  they  are  greedily  bought  and  read,  especially  by  persons  of 
distinction;  the  style  being  a  Uttle  too  high  iuid  poetical  for  the 
vulgar.  His  name  is  James  Hervey,  A.  B.  Some  say  he  is  of 
noble  descent,  from  the  Earl  of  Bristol ;  but  I  am  not  sure  of  this. 
It  is  thought  he  is  the  man  that  Dr.  Doddridge  poihts  at,  in  the  life 
of  Col.  Grardiner,  pages  37,  38.  It  looks  well,  ^at  so  many  in 
England  should  become  fond  of  sound  evangelical  writings.  No 
doubt  the  books  may  have  reached  Boston  by  this  time.  Let  us 
therefore  still  wait  and  pray  in  hope.  I  should  be  glad  to  do  any 
thing  in  my  power,  for  promoting  die  Concert  for  United  Prayer, 
and  Oh  that  it  were  spread  both  far  and  near  ;  it  would  be  a  token 
of  a  general  Revival  of  religion  to  be  fast  approaching.  I  know 
nothing  that  hath  a  greater  tendency  to  promote  the  aforesaid  hap- 
py Concert,  than  the  book  you  lately  published  about  it,  (a  copy 
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whereof  you  sent  me,  for  which  I  humbly  thank  you.)  I  widi  it. 
were  universally  spread,  for  I  both  love  and  admire  me  perform- 
ance upon  subjects  so  uncommon.  I  approve  your  remarks  on 
Mr.  Lowman.  His  reason  for  beginning  Antichrist's  reign  so  late 
as  the  year  766,  is  weak,  viz.  because  ^n  King  Pepin  invested 
the  Pope  in  his  temporal  dominion  over  that  provmce  in  Italy,  call- 
ed St.  Peter's  Patrimony — ^when  it  is  evident  that  the  Pope  had 
usurped  his  tyrannical  dominion  over  Christ's  church,  long  before, 
which  is  the  main  ground  of  his  bemg  called  Antichrist ;  yea,  the 
Pope's  usurped  power  was  greater  before  King  Pepin's  time,  than 
it  is  at  this  day — as  for  instance,  in  Pope  Symmachus'  time,  anno 
501 ;  in  Pope  Hormisdas'  time,  anno  516;  in  Pope  Boniface  3d's 
time,  anno  606 ;  in  Pope  Constantine's  time,  anno  713.  Yea,  Mr. 
Lowman  himself  gives  a  dreadful  instance  of  the  Pope's  tyranny 
and  usurpation,  both  over  the  church  and  the  Emperor,  in  page  97 
of  his  book,  which  happened  anno  726,  thirty  years  before  he  be- 
gins Antichrist's  reign  ;  when  Pope  Gregory  2d  excommunicated 
the  Emperor  Leo,  for  ordering  images  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
churches,  and  forbad  obedience  or  paying  of  taxes  to'  him.  Was 
not  Antichrist's  reign  far  advanced  by  that  time  ?  And  we  have 
several  instances  of  the  Pope's  tyranny,  similar  to  this,  recorded 
by  historians,  before  that  which  Mr.  Lowman  mentions;  which 
more  directly  denominate  him  Antichrist,  than  his  temporal  doings 
in  Italy.  We  see  how  easy  it  is  for  the  best  of  writers,  to  slip  into 
mistakes  and  wrong  schemes.  I  agree  with  you,  that  Antichrist's 
fall  will  be  gradual,  in  the  way  you  explain  it. 

^^  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Arminianism  growing  in  New  England. 
But  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  Gov.  Belcher's  zeal  for  religion  in  New 
Jersey ;  may  the  Lord  spare  him  and  bless  him.  As  also  I  am 
glad  to  hear  of  the  hopeful  prospect  of  the  Gospel's  growing  among 
die  Six  Nations  of  Indians ;  and  of  such  a  youth  as  Mr.  Spencer 
being  sent  among  them ;  may  the  Lord  prosper  him  as  he  did  Mr. 
Brainerd.  I  sympathise  with  you  under  that  affliction  of  your 
daughter's  death ;  but  it  is  comfortable  she  was  helped  so  to  live 
.aud  die,  as  to  afford  such  grounds  of  hop^  concerning  her.  And 
though  she  was  the  flower  of  your  family,  yet  the  remembering  of 
the  gracious  hand,  that  jpain^e^  the  flower j  will  engage  your  worthy 
spouse  and  you  to  a  becoming  silence,  like  Aaron,  As  he  will  do 
what  he  wiU,  let  us  join  and  say  always,  Let  his  wiU  be  done.  I 
would  fain  be  at  this  in  my  own  case,  may  the  Lord  help  me  to 
more  of  christian  submission  and  resignation.  I  am  now  entered 
into  the  69th  year  of  my  age,  and  fallen  under  several  distresses, 
whereby  I  have  been  shaken  over  the  grave  these  many  months 
past,  and  am  laid  aside  from  preaching.  May  the  Lord  assist  me 
in  my  preparation  for  the  dissolution  of  this  tabernacle.  I  ^d  it 
no  easy  matter  to  die,  and  to  die  m  faith,  and  to  die  like  Simeon 
with  Jesus  in  his  arms.      I  very  much  need  your  prayers  for  me 
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I  «in  glad  to  hear,  dear  brother,  that  your  parents  are  both  alive, 
und  thiait  they  liold  the  abilities  of  botli  body  and  mind  so  remarka- 
bly at  so  great  an  age,  and  particularly  that  your  father,  at  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age  and  now  near  eighty,  performs  the  whole  of  his 
ministerial  work  so  constandy,  without  feeling  it  burdensome,  and 
was  able  to  travel  forty  miles  to  see  you ;  he  is  indeed  a  wonder  of 
his  age,  and  would  be  reckoned  so  in  tliis  country,  where  few  mi- 
nisters come  near  to  that  age  and  vigoiu*.  May  the  Lord  still  spare 
him,  with  your  mother,  and  make  them  still  flourishing  in  old  age ; 
may  they  be  blessed  with  much  of  God's  gracious  presence  ;  and 
with  the  consolations  and  fruits  of  tlic  Spirit,  m  their  aged  and  de- 
clining da3rs.  I  still  kindly  remember  your  worthy  spouse  and 
children  remaining,  and  pi*ay  they  may  long  be  continued  for  com- 
forts to  you,  and  you  continued  for  a  blessing  to  them,  to  your  flock, 
and  to  many  others,  as  you  already  have  been. 
"  I  remain.  Rev.  and  dear  brother, 

"  Your  most  affectionate  brother,  and  serv*t, 
"  In  our  L<»rd, 

"J.    WiLLISON." 

**P.  S.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield  came  to  Scotland  in  Septem- 
ber last,  pnd  preached  about  two  noonths  in  and  about  Edbburgh 
and  Glasgow.  But  some  brethren  who  employed  him,  bemg  chal- 
lenged for  it  in  Synods  and  Presbyteries,  and  debates  arising  there- 
npon,  Mr.  Whitefield  returned  to  London.  To  give  a  view  of  the 
substance  of  these  debates,  and  what  passed  thereupon  m  the  Sy- 
nod of  Glasgow,  I  have  sent  you  herewith  a  printed  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  same  with  two  other  books,  as  a  small  acknowledgment 
•f  your  favours." 

The  three  following  letters  went  in  the  same  packet  to  Scotland. 
The  religious  intelligence,  which  they  communicated,  will  be  found 
highly  interesting  at  the  present  day.  In  the  first  of  the  three,  is 
the  earliest  allusion,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  I  have  met 
with,  to  a  most  painful  subject ;  the  mention  of  which  I  have  pur- 
posely forborne,  that  all  which  relates  to  it  may  be  presented  toge- 
ther. 

Ketter  to  Mr.  Erskine. 

^^  JVort/tamptonj  May  20,  1749. 

'*  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"The  day  before  yesterday,  I  received. your  letter  of  February 
14th,  with  the  pacquet,  containing  the  pamphlets  you  mention  in 
your  letter :  for  which  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you.  I  have  not 
yet  had  opportunity  to  read  these  books,  but  promise  myself  much 
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entertainment  by  them,  from  the  occasions  on  which  they  were  writ- 
ten, and  the  subject  tliey  are  upon.  The  last  letter  I  received  from 
you  before  this,  was  dated  April  6,  1748,  so  that  I  suppose  the  two 
letters  you  say  you  wrote  to  me,  since  those  which  I  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of,  have  miscarried,  which  I  much  regret,  as  I  much 
value  what  comes  from  your  hand. 

"  In  one  of  your  last  letters  which  came  to  hand,  you  desire  to 
be  particularly  mformed  concerning  the  state  of  religion,  in  these 

{larts  of  the  world,  and  particularly  concerning  the  Mission  to  the  • 
ndians,  and  the  infant  College  in  New  .Jersey.  As  to  the  affair  of 
preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Indians,  Mr.  Spencer  went,  the  last  fall, 
mr  into  the  western  wilderness;  to  the  Oneidas,  one  of  the  tribes 
of  Indians  called  the  Six  Nations,  living  on  Susquehannah  River, 
towards  the  head  of  tlie  river ;  to  a  place  called  by  the  Indians 
Onohohquaiiga^  about  180  miles  south-west  from  Albany  on 
Hudson's  River,  where  he  continued  through  the  winter;  and  went 
through  many  difficulties  and  hardships,  with  little  or  no  success^ 
through  the  failing  of  his  Interpreter ;  who  was  a  woman  that  had 
formorly  been  a  captive  among  the  Caghnawauga  Indians  in  Cana-- 
da,  who  speak  the  same  language  widi  those  Oneidas,  excepting 
some  small  variation  of  dialect.  She  went  with  her  husband,  an 
Englishman,  and  is  one  of  the  people  we  here  call  Separatists: 
who  showed  the  spirit  he  was  of  there  in  that  wilderness,  beyond 
what  was  known  before.  He  differed  with  and  opposed  Mr.  Spen- 
cer in  his  measures,  and  had  an  ill  influence  on  his  wife ;  who  I 
fear  was  very  unfaithfril,  refusing  to  interpret  for  Mr.  Spencer  more 
than  one  discourse  in  a  week,  a  sermon  upon  the  Sabbath;  and  ut- 
terly declined  assisting  him  in  discoursing  and  conversing  with  the 
Indians  in  the  week  time.  And  her  interpretations  on  the  Sabbath 
were  performed  very  unfaithfully,  as  at  last  appeared.  So  that 
Mr.  Spencer  came  away  in  discom-agement  in  the  ^ring,  and  re- 
turned to  Boston,  and  gave  the  Corporadon  there,  who  employed 
him,  an  account  of  his  unexpected  difficuldes  and  disappointments ; 
and  became  obliged  to  them  to  wait  three  months,  to  see  if  they 
could  procure  a  fellow  missionary,  and  another  interpreter,  to  go 
with  him  to  the  Indians;  which  l  believe  is  not  much  expected. 
If  these  are  not  obtained  within  the  limited  time,  Mr.  Spencer 
is  free  from  any  farther  engagements  to  them.  Mr.  Spencer  is 
now  preaching  at  Elizabethtown  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  pulpit  of 
the  late  Mr.  Dickinson ;  and  I  believe  is  likely  to  setde  there.  He 
is  a  person  of  very  promising  qualifications:  and  will  hopefully  in 
some  measure  make  up  the  great  loss,  that  people  have  sustained  bj- 
the  death  of  their  former  pastor. 

"  As  to  the  mission  in  New  Jersey,  we  have  from  time  to  time 
had  comfortable  accounts  of  it ;  and  Mr.  John  Brainerd,  who  has 
the  care  of  the  congregation  of  Christian  Indians  there,  was  about 
three  weeks  ago,  at  my  house ;  and  informed  me  of  the  increase 
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of  his  congregation,  and  of  their  being  added  to,  from  time  to  timcY 
by  the  comii^  of  Indians  from  distant  places,  and  settling  in  the 
Indian  town  at  Cranberry^  for  the  sake  of  hearing  the  gospel;  and 
of  something  of  a  work  of  awakening  being  all  along  carried  on, 
among  the  Indians  to  this  day;  and  of  some  of  the  new  comers  be- 
ing awakened ;  and  of  there  being  instances,  from  time  to  time,  of 
hopeful  conversion  among  them ;  and  of  a  general  good  and  pious 
behaviour  of  the  professing  Indians.  But  he  gave  an  account  also, 
of  some  trouble  the  Indians  meet  with,  from  some  of  the  white  peo- 
ple ;  and  particularly  from  Mr.  Maurice,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Province,  a  professed  Deist ;  who  is  sueing  them  for  their  lands, 
under  pretext  of  a  will,  made  by  their  former  king;  which  was  un- 
doubtedly forged.  However  he  is  a  man  of  such  craft  and  influ- 
ence, thai  k  is  not  known  how  the  matter  will  issue. 

^'  I  have  heard  nothing  new,  that  is  very  remarkable  concerning 
the  College  in  New  Jersey.  It  is  in  its  infancy  ;  there  has  been  consi- 
derable difficulty  about  settling  their  Charter.  Gov.  Belcher,  who 
gave  the  Charter,  is  willing  to  encourage  and  promote  the  College 
to  his  utmost ;  but  differs  in  his  opinion  concerning  the  Constitution, 
which  will  tend  most  to  its  prosperity,  from  some  of  the  principal 
ministers  that  have  been  concerned  in  founding  the  society.  He 
insists  upon  it  that  the  Goveroour,  for  the  time  being,  and  four  of  His 
JVIajesty's  Council  for  the  Province,  should  always  be  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trustees;  and  that  the  Goveroour  should  always  be 
the  President  of  the  Corporation.  The  ministers  are  all  very  wil- 
ling that  the  present  Govemoiu*,  who  is  a  religious  man,  should  be 
in  this  standing ;  but  their  difficulty  is  with  respect  to  future  Gov- 
emours,  who  tiiey  suppose  are  as  Ukely  to  be  men  of  no  religion 
and  Deists,  as  otherwise.  However,  so  the  matter  is  setded,  to  the 
great  uneasiness  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Tennent  in  particular,  who  it  is 
feared  will  have  no  further  concern  with  the  College  on  this  ac- 
ct)unt.  Mr.  Burr,  the  President  of  die  College,  is  a  man  of  religion 
and  singular  learning,  and  I  hope  the  College  will  flourish  under 
his  care. 

I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  communicating  to  others, 
in  various  parts,  the  pleasing  accounts  you,  and  my  other  corres- 
pondents in  Scodand,  cave  me  last  year  of  tilings  of  promising 
aspect  on  the  interest  of  religion,  on  your  side  of  die  ocean :  wliich 
have  been  very  affecting  to  pious  ministers  and  people  in  New- 
England,  and  also  in  the  provinces  of  New-York  and  New-Jersey ; 
and  hope  some  considerable  good  has  been  done  by  such  tidings ; 
particularly  in  animating  many  in  the  duty  of  extraordinary,  united 
prayer  for  a  general  Revival  of  religion,  and  promoting  the  Concert 
for  prayer  proposed  from  Scodand ;  which  prevails  more  and  more 
in  these  parts  of  the  world,  which,  together  with  some  other  things 
in  some  places,  are  cause  of  tiiankfubess,  and  bode  well  to  the  in- 
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terests  of  Zion,  (of  which  I  have  given  a  more  particular  ac<5ouat 
in  my  letters  to  Mr.  M'Laurin,  Mr.  Robe  and  Mr.  M^Callocb, 
sent  with  tbis,^  though  it  be  in  general  a  very  dead  time  as  to  re- 
ligion, and  a  tmie  of  the  prevailing  of  all  manner  of  iniquity. 

"  I  shall  send  orders  to  Boston,  tliat  one  of  my  books  on  Mr. 
Brainerd's  life  may  be  sent  to  you  mth  this  letter;  if  any  of  tliem 
are  ready,  as  I  hope  they  are,  or  will  be,  very  speedily. 

"  I  have  nothing  very  comfortable  to  inform  you  of  concerning 
the  present  state  of  religion  in  this  place.  A  very  great  difficulty 
has  arisen  between  my  people,  relating  to  Qualifications  for  com- 
munion at  the  Lord's  table.  My  lionoured  grandfather  Stoddard^ 
inv  predecessor  in  tlie  ministry  over  tliis  church,  strenuously  main- 
tained the  Lord's  Supper  to  be  a  converting  ordinance  ;  and  urged 
all  to  come,  who  were  not  of  scandalous  life,  though  they  knew 
themselves  to  be  unconverted.  I  formerly  conformed  to  his  prac- 
tice ;  but  I  have  had  difficulties  with  respect  to  it,  which  have  been 
long  increasing ;  till  I  dared  no  longer  to  proceed  in  the  former 
way ;  which  has  occasioned  great  uneasiness  among  my  people, 
and  has  filled  all  the  country  with  noise,  which  has  obliged  me  to 
write  something  on  the  subject,  which  is  now  in  the  press.  I  know 
iiot  but  this  affiiir  will  issue  in  a  separation  between  me  and  my 
people.  I  desire  your  prayers,  tliat  (Jod  would  guide  me  in  every 
^ep  of  this  affidr.  My  wife  joins  with  me  in  respectful  salutations 
to  you  and  yom-  consort. 

**  I  ain,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  affectionate 

"  Brother  and  servant, 
"Jonathan  Edwards." 

Letter  to  Mr.  M'Culloch. 

"  Northampton,  May  23,  1749. 

•'  Rev.  aKd  dbar  Brother, 

"  The  last  letter  I  received  from  you  was  dated  Feb.  10, 1748, 
to  which  I  wrote  an  answer  the  latter  end  of  last  summer ;  which 
I  suppose  you  received,  because  I  perceive  by  letters  sent  me  this 
spring,  by  some  others  of  ray  correspondents,  your  neighbours, 
they  had  received  letters  I  sent  to  them  at  tlie  same  time,  and  in 
the  same  packet.  Your  letters  to  me  have  been  very  acceptable ; 
I  should  be  glad  to  receive  tliera  oftener. 

*'  The  letter  I  last  received  from  you,  and  others  that  came 
with  it,  were  peculiarly  agreeable,  on  account  of  the  good  news 
they  contained  concerning  Messrs.  West  and  Litdeton,  the  Arch- 
bisliop  of  Canterbury,  some  in  the  royal  family,  the  Stadtholder, 
kc.  These  diings  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  conunu- 
nicate  to  others;  and  they  have  been  very  entertaining,  and  I  hope 
f  rofitabie  to  many.     I  was  at  the  pains  to  extract  from  all  the  let^ 
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iers  I  received  at  that  time,  those  things  which  appeared  with  tf 
favourable  aspect  on  the  interest  of  religion  in  the  world,  and  to 
draw  various  copies  to  send  to  different  parts,  to  such  as  I  suppos- 
ed would  be  most  likely  to  be  entertained  and  improved  by  them, 
and  to  do  good  with  them,  and  I  believe  they  have  been  of  great 
benefit,  particularly  to  excite  and  encourage  (Sod's  people,  in  the 
great  duty  of  praying  for  the  combg  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  to 
promote  extraordinary,  united  prayer  in  the  method  proposed  in 
the  Memorial  from  Scodand.  I  read  these  articles  of  good  news 
to  my  own  congregation,  and  also  to  the  association  of  ministers  to 
which  I  belong,  when  met  on  one  of  the  quarterly  seasons  for 
j)rayer ;  and  read  them  occasionally  to  many  others  ;  and  sent  a 
copy  of  one  of  the  forementioned  abstracts  to  Connecticut,  which 
was  carried  into  various  parts  of  that  government,  and  shown  to 
several  ministers  there.  I  sent  one  to  Mr.  Hall  of  Sutton,  a  pious 
minister  about  the  middle  of  this  province ;  who,  according  to  my 
desire,  communicated  it  to  odier  ministers,  and  I  suppose,  to  his 
people.  I  sent  a  copy  to  Mr.  Rogers  of  Kittery,  I  suppose  about 
seventy  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Boston ;  who  in  reply,  wrote  to 
me,  and  in  his  letter  says  as  follows :  "  Yours  of  the  22d  Dec. 
came  not  to  my  hand  till  the  19th  of  this:  with  which  I  was  well 
pleased,  and  had  some  sweet  sense  of  the  sovereign  free  grace  of 
God  in  the  instances  you  mentioned,  with  some  going  forth  of 
heart  after  further  displays  of  it,  in  the  mighty  and  noble  of  our 
nation,  and  the  great  ones  of  our  own  country;  and,  indeed,  that 
the  kingdom  of  our  exalted  Redeemer  might  prevail  in  all  tlie 
world.  And,  dear  Sir,  I  am  full  in  the  belief,,  that  so  many  of  the 
Lord's  people  agreeing  upon  a  time  to  unite  in  prayer  for  the  pour- 
mg  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  die  coming  of  die  Redeemer's  king- 
dom is  from  die  Lord,  and  cannot  but  hope  the  day  draws  near, 
when  he  will  pour  out  water  upon  the  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground ;  as  also,  that  all  his  ministers  and  people,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  so  delightful  a  work,  for  so  noble  an  end,  will  give  him  no 
rest,  till  he  shall  make  his  Jerusalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  name 
and  a  praise  in  the  earth." 

"  I  sent  another  copy  into  New-Jersey  to  Mr.  Jolm  Brainerd, 
missionary  to  the  Indians  there,  with  a  desire  that  he  would  com- 
municate it  to  others  as  he  thought  would  be  most  serviceable. 

"  He  writes  in  answer,  March  4,  1748,  as  follows:  "I  received 
yours  of  Jan.  12,  on  Sabbath  morning  Feb.  5,  and  desire  to  ac- 
knowledge your  kindness  with  much  diankfulness  and  gratitude. 
It  was  a  great  rescusitant,  as  well  as  encouragement,  to  me ;  and  I 
trust,  has  been  so  to  many  others,  in  these  parts,  who  are  concern- 
ed for  the  prosperity  of  Zion.  The  next  Tuesday  after,  (as  per- 
haps. Sir,  you  may  remember,)  was  the  quarterly  day  appointed 
for  Extraordinary  Prayer :  upon  which  I  called  my  people  togeth- 
er^ and  gave  them  information  of  the  most  notable  things  contained 
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in  your  letter.  And  since  I  have  endeavoured  to  conununicate  the 
same  to  several  of  my  neighbouring  ministers,  and  sundry  private 
christians,  as  I  had  opportunity.  I  have  also  thought  it  my  duty  to 
send  an  extract,  or  rather  a  copy  of  it,  to  Gov.  Belcher.  I  have 
likewise  (for  want  of  tmie  to  transcribe,)  sent  the  original  to  Phi- 
ladelphia by  a  careful  hand,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tennent 
might  have  the  perusal  of  it;  where  a  copy  was  taken,  and  the 
original  safely  returned  to  me  again.  T cannot  but  hope  that  this 
ietter,  as  it  contains  many  things  wherein  the  power  and  goodness 
of  God  do  appear  in  a  most  conspicuous  manner,  will  be  greatly 
serviceable  in  stirring  up  the  people  of  God  in  these  parts,  and  en- 
couraging their  hearts  to  seek  his  face  and  favouc,  and  to  cry 
mightUy  to  him,  for  the  further  out-pouring  of  a  gracious  Spirit  upon 
his  Church  m  the  world.  For  my  part,  I  thmk  the  remarkable 
thinffs  which  your  letter  contams,  might  be  sufficient  to  put  new 
life  mto  any  one  who  is  not  past  feeling ;  and  as  a  means  to  excite 
a  spirit  of  Prayer  and  Praise,  in  all  those  who  are  not  buried  in 
ignorance,  or  under  the  power  of  a  lethargic  stupor.  And  it  is 
looked  upon,  by  those  whom  I  have  had  opportuniQr  to  converse 
with,  whether  mmisters  or  private  christians,  ^at  what  God  has 
done  is  matter  of  great  thankfulness  and  praise,  and  nugbt  weQ 
encourage  his  people  to  lift  up  the  band  of  Prayer,  and  be  instant 
therein." 

**  Mr.  Davenport,  minister  of  a  church  m  Elizabethtown  in  New 
Jersey,  writes  thus  upon  it,  in  a  letter  dated,  April  1,  1749,  ''I 
thank  you  for  sending  your  letter  to  our  Brainerd  c^n,  that  I 
might  see  it,  which  I  took  a  copy  of;  and  have  found  it  again  and 
again  refreshing  and  animating.  I  read  it  to  the  ministers  who  met 
at  my  house  for  prayer,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Februanr,  and  sent 
it  afterwards  to  Long  Island :  Mr.  Rivel  took  a  copy  oi  it  and  read 
it  in  his  congregation  on  the  Idand." 

*'  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  these  things  will  encourage  you  to  continue 
your  correspondence,  and  to  go  on  to  give  me  information  of  what- 
ever appears  in  your  parts  of  the  world,  favourable  to  the  interests 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chnst.  It  will  not  only  be  entertaining  to  me ; 
but  I  shall  endeavour,  whenever  I  receive  such  tidings,  to  commu- 
nicate it  for  the  entertainment  and  profit  of  God's  people,  as  I  have 
opportunity.  I  must  refer  you,  dear  Sir,  to  my  letters  to  other 
correspondents  in  your  neighbourhood,  for  other  particulars  rela- 
ting to  the  state  of  religion  in  these  parts  of  the  world.  And  hope, 
when  you  are  before  the  Throne  of  Grace,  you  will  not  forget 
"  Your  very  affectionate  friend, 

"  And  brother  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 
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Letter  to  Mr.  Robe. 

'' JVorthamptonj  May  23,  1749. 

**Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Mr.  M'Laurin,  in  a  letter  I  received  from  him  the  last  week, 
dated  March  10th,  1749,  informs  me  of  a  letter  you  had  written 
to  me,  sent  to  him ;  which  he  had  taken  care  of.  This  letter,  by 
some  means  or  other,  has  failed,  and  has  never  reached  me.  I  in- 
tend to  make  enquiry  after  it,  to  see  if  it  has  not  been  left  at  Bos- 
ton, and  forgotten  to  be  sent.  I  have  reason  to  hope,  (though  I 
have  not  received  your  letter,)  that  you  and  your  family  are  well, 
because  Mr.  M'Laurin  and  Mr.  Erskine,  (the  only  correspondents 
from  whom  I  have  received  letters  this  time,)  inform  me  oi  nothing 
to  the  contrary. 

**  As  to  the  present  state  of  religion  in  tliese  parts  of  tlie  world, 
it  is  in  the  general  very  dark  and  melancholy.  But  yet  there  are 
some  things,  which  appear  comfortable  and  hopeful ;  particularly, 
the  Concert  for  Extraordinary  Prayer  for  the  coming  of  Christ's 
kingdom,  is  spreading  and  prevailing — and  we  hear  of  awakenings 
and  Revivals  of  religion  in  some  places.  We  have  had  accounts, 
from  time  to  time,  of  religion's  being  in  a  flourishing  state,  in  the 
Indian  congregation  in  New-Jersey,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John 
Brainerd ;  of  the  congregation's  increasing,  by  the  access  of  In- 
dians from  distant  parts ;  of  a  work  of  awakening  carried  on  among 
the  unconverted,  and  additions  made  to  the  number  of  the  hope- 
fully converted,  and  the  christian  behaviour  of  professors  tliere, 
Mr.  Brainerd  was  at  my  house  a  little  while  ago,  and  represented 
this  to  be  the  present  state  of  things  in  that  congregation.  1  had  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Davenport,  (who  is  settled  now  as  a  minister  over  a 
congregation  belonging  to  Elizabethtown,  in  New-Jersey,)  dated 
April  1,  1749,  wherein  he  says  as  follows :  "  Mr.  Lewis  told  me, 
that  there  has  been  a  remarkable  work  of  conviction  prevailing  in 
his  place,  ever  since  last  December.  I  think  he  spoke  of  about 
forty  under  soul  concern,  a  considerable  number  of  them  under 
strong  convictions,  and  some  hopefully  converted.  I  heard  lately, 
a  credible  account  of  a  remarkable  work  of  conviction  and  conver- 
sion, among  whites  and  negroes,  at  Hanover  in  Virginia,  under  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Davies,  who  is  lately  settled  tliere,  and  has  the 
character  of  a  very  ingenious  and  pious  young  man ;  wliose  sup- 
port, in  his  preparation  for  service,  Mr.  Robinson*  contributed 
much,  if  not  mostly  to;  and  on  his  death  bed  gave  liim  his 
books,  etc." 
upon  the  doctrines  of  Repentance  and  Conversion  ;   tlie  nature. 


*This  Mr.  Robinson  was  a  yonng  minister  of  eminent  gifts  and  gpraces :  I 
think,  belonging  to  Pennsylvania,  but  had  some  time  preached,  with  great  guc- 
ce«8,  in  Virginia,  in  various  parts  ;  but  died  a  few  years  ago,  in  his  youth. 
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•*  Mr.  Buell,  of  East-Hampton,  on  Long  Island,  was  here  laat 
week,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  a  very  considerable  work  of  awaken- 
ing at  this  time  in  his  congregation,  especially  among  the  young  peo- 
ple ;  and  also  of  a  yet  greater  work  at  Bridgehampton,  under  the 
ministry  of  one  Mr.  Brown,  a  very  pious  and  prudent  young  man, 
lately  setded  tliere.  These  congregations  are  both  pretty  large. 
He  also  gave  an  account  of  religion's  continuing  in  a  very  pros- 
perous state,  at  a  part  of  Huntington,  another  town  on  Long  Isl- 
and, where  was  a  great  and  general  awakeuing,  last  year. 

"  An  Association  of  ministers,  between  this  and  Boston,  seem  of 
late  to  have  applied  tliemselves  somewhat  earnestly,  to  invent 
means  for  promoting  rehgion.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  some- 
thing tl)ey  have  agreed  upon  for  this  end,  as  it  was  sent  to  me,  by 
a  minister  that  lives  that  way. 

"  The  sum  and  substance  of  the  answers,  given  by  the  Associa- 
tion, to  this  question.  What  things  shall  be  done  by  us,  for  pre- 
ventmg  tlie  awful  threatening  degeneracy  and  backsliding  in  reli- 
gion, in  the  present  day  ? 

"  These,  we  apprehend,  may  be  reduced  to  tlie  following  heads^ . 
viz.  Those  that  respect  ourselves  personally ;  those  which  concern 
the  Association,  as  such ;  and  those  which  relate  to  our  people,  la 
our  respective  churches  and  congregations. 

"I.  As  to  what  respects  ourselves  personally. 

"  1.  We  ought  surely  to  get  a  deep  and  affecting  sense  of  this : 
Whether  there  is  not  in  ourselves  defection,  and  great  danger  of 
furtlier  degeneracy ;  for  otherwise,  we  shall  with  litde  heardness 
undertake,  or  earnestness  endeavour  after,  reformation. 

"  2.  We  are  not  to  think  it  amiss,  that  we  ourselves  be  excited 
to  look,  with  a  proper  attention  and  concern,  into  our  own  estate, 
into  our  own  experiences  in  the  divine  hfe,  and  into  what  little  pro- 
ficiency we  make,  or  declension  we  fall  into,  ourselves. 

"  3.  We  must  by  all  means  see  to  it,  that  we  be  sound  and  clear 
in  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Gopel,  which  are  the  life  of  our  holy 
religion :  (we  here  intend,  those  doctrines  which  are  exhibited  in 
our  Excellent  Westminster  Catechism  and  Confession  of  Faith  ;) 
and  that  we  all  boldly  and  impartially  appear  in  the  defence  there- 
of, at  the  same  time  we  must  take  heed  and  beware  of  the  danger- 
ous errors  which  many  have  run  into ;  particularly  the  Arroinian 
and  Neonomiau  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  tiie  Antinomian  and  Enthu- 
siastical  on  the  other. 

"  4.  We  must  be  very  faithful  in  every  part  of  our  ministerial 
works,  and  make  conscience  to  magnify  our  office.  In  a  particular 
manner,  we  must  take  good  heed  to  our  preaching ;  that  it  be  not 
only  sound,  but  instructive,  savoury,  spiritual,  very  awakening  and 
searching,  well  adapted  to  the  times  and  seasons  which  pass  over 
us ;  labouring  eamestiy  herein.     We  must  therefore  dwell  much 
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neces^y  and  evidence  thereof;  and  much  urge  the  duty  of  self- 
examination,  and  open  the  deceits  of  the  heart;  bringmg  the  un- 
converted under  the  work  of  the  law,  that  they  may  be  prepared 
to  embrace  the  offer  of  the  Gospel.  Moral  duties  must  be  treated 
of  in  an  evangelical  strain ;  and  we  must  give  unto  every  one  his 
portion,  and  not  shrink  from  it,  under  the  notion  of  prudence:  par- 
ticularly, in  the  important  duty  of  reproving  sinners  of  all  sorts,  be 
they  wno  they  will.  Again,  we  must  not  be  ffightv  in  our  private 
Conference  with  souls,  and  examining  candidates  for  the  commu- 
nion, or  other  special  privileges ;  and  we  must  carefuUy  and  wisely 
suit  our  endeavours  to  the  several  ages  and  conditions  of  persons, 
the  elder  and  younger ;  and  in  a  very  particular  manner,  we  must 
set  ourselves  to  promote  religion  among  our  young  people.  And, 
m  a  word,  we  must  see  whether  we  are  animated  to  all  these  things 
by  the  grace  of  God  in  us. 

"  5.  We  are  impartially  to  see  what  evils  are  to  be  found  among 
ourselves,  and  remove  them.  Let  us  be  seriously  thoughtful, 
whether  (among  our  defects)  we  have  not  been,  in  some  respecter 
other,  the  blameable  means  of  discouragement  to  those  who  have 
been  under  religious  concern;  or  whether  we  have  not  given 
strength  and  boldbness  to  the  ungodly,  when  we  have  been  tesufy- 
ing  against  the  extravagances  and  disorders  of  the  late  times. 

"  6.  We  must  be  consciendously  exemplary  in  our  whole  beha- 
viour and  conversation.  It  is  necessary  that  we  be  serious  and 
grave,  as  what  highly  becomes  Gospel  bishops.  And  especially, 
we  must  be  very  watchful  over  our  frame  and  conduct  on  the 
Lord's  day.  We  must  therefore  look  well  to  our  sabbatizing,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  both  before  our  own  and  other  people.  CXir 
example  is  of  vast  consequence,  in  magnifying  our  office  before 
recommended. 

"  7.  We  ought  to  stir  up  the  gifts  which  are  in  us,  and  to  grow 
more  and  more,  according  to  the  sacred  injunction,  2  Tim.  i.  6. 

"  8.  We  should  follow  all  our  endeavours  with  fervent  prayer  to 
God  ;  especially  our  labours  in  preaching  and  teaching  :  the  seed 
of  the  word  is  to  be  steeped  in  tears. 

"  II.  As  to  what  concerns  the  Association  as  such. 

"  1.  We  must  lay  aside  disgusts  one  with  another,  and  study 
brotherly  love,  that  it  may  revive  and  continue,  we  must  endeavour 
to  be  as  near  as  we  can  of  one  mind,  and  go  on  harmoniously ;  and 
then  we  shall  be  the  more  strongly  united  in  all,  but  especially  in 
our  present  proceedings.  There  must  be  respectful  treatment  one 
of  another,  of  the  persons  and  character  of  one  another;  and  we 
must  be  careful  of  ministerial  character;  which  is i)f  greater  con- 
sequence than  at  first  sight  may  appear.  And  when  we  have  occa- 
sion to  dispute,  let  it  be  under  a  very  strict  guard,  avoiding  all  cen- 
suring reflections. 

"  2.  That  we  manifest  our  approbation  of  the  Westminster  A«- 
.      Vol.  I.  36 
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sembly's  Catechism,  as  containing  an  excellent  system  of  divinity ; 
and  we  purpose  to  preach  agreeably  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
exhibited  therein. 

"  3.  As  we  must  be  very  careful  of  our  conversation  in  general, 
as  above  said ;  so  especially  must  we  be  respecting  our  conduct 
while  together  in  Association. 

"  4.  It  is  proposed  that  a  course  of  our  Association  be  turned 
into  Fasts,  upon  this  great  account. 

"  5.  We  agree  to  be  more  especially  fervent,  in  continual  Prayer 
for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

"  6.  Some  special,  new  and  prudent,  care  must  be  taken  to  guard 
our  pulpits. 

"  7.  It  is  proposed,  that  we  agree  to  endeavour  to  introduce  the 

{)ublic  reading  of  the  holy  Scriptures.  The  manner  and  time,  to  be 
eft  to  discretion. 

"in.  With  regard  to  what  may  be  done  among  the  people  we 
stand  related  to. 

"  1 .  We  conceive  that  whatever  public  exercises  are  to  be  agreed 
on,  or  whatever  concerns  the  public,  the  people  are  to  be  informed 
and  acquainted  with  our  design. 

"  2.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  people,  to  con- 
ader  the  worth  of  their  privileges,  and  the  danger  of  being  deprived 
of  them  ;  which  there  is,  partly  by  the  spreading  of  evil  doctrines 
among  them,  and  partly  by  the  conduct  of  too  many  people  towards 
their  ministers. 

"  3.  Let  pragmatical,  factious  spirits,  fomenting  division,  be  duly 
frowned  upon. 

"4.  We  must  guard  them  tigainst  the  temptations  of  their  seve- 
ral employments,  and  the  special  seasons  wherein  they  are  most 
exposed. 

"  5.  We  must  consider  what  evils  there  are  to  be  found  among 
them,  which  do  especially  need  reforming  ;  as  the  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  day,  which  is  enough  to  destroy  all  religion ;  tavern- 
haunting,  company-keeping,  chambering,  uncleanness,  profane- 
ness,  etc. ;  and  we  ought  loudly  to  testify  against  them.  And  that 
what  we  do  may  be  eflFectual,  let  us  endeavour  to  convince  their 
consciences  of  tlie  evil  of  sin  and  of  these  sins. — ^We  are  not  to  fail  to 
warn  people  solemnly  against  the  dreadful  guilt  of  unthankfulness 
under  Grod's  signal  mercies,  and  of  incorrigibleness  under  heavy 
and  sore  judgments.  Could  we  in  wisdom  do  it,  we  should  also 
warn  them  against  their  oppressing  the  Lord's  ministers  in  their 
maintenance. 

"  6.  Let  us  endeavour  to  revive  good  customs  and  practices 
amongthem ;  particulariy,  the  ancient  good  practice  of  Catechi- 
«ing,  Family  order,  worship  and  government,  religious  societies 
tinder  good  regulation,  godly  conference  and  conversation  among 
Christians ;  and  in  brief,  whatever  is  laudable  and  of  good  tendency. 
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"  7.  Church  discipline  should  be  revived ;  brotherly  watchful- 
ness, and  admonition ;  nor  are  we  to  forget  to  take  special  care  of 
the  children  and  youths  of  the  flock. 

"  8.  We  may  do  well  to  engage,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  all  per- 
sons of  distinction  and  influence  to  unite  with  us  in  this  work  of 
reformation;  e.  g.  justices,  school  masters,  candidates  for  the 
ministry ;  and  especially  to  assist  us  by  their  example. 

"  9.  Solemn  renewal  of  Covenant  hath  been  advised  to,  as  very 
useful  upon  this  occasion ;  (vid.  Synod,  1679,  for  Reformation;) 
but  we  leave  this  to  each  one's  discretion. 

"  Finally,  in  these  things  we  should  think  ourselves  bound  to 
exert  ourselves,  and  use  uncommon  fervency,  to  preserve  what 
remams  of  religion,  and  prevent  further  decay, 

"  October,  1748." 

^'  Thus  far  this  Association. 

**  The  members  of  this  Association,  as  their  names  were  sent  to 
me,  are  as  follows. 

"  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Loring,  of  Sudbury;  Cushmg,  of  Shrews- 
bury ;  Parkman,  of  Westborough ;  Gardiner,  of  Stow ;  Martyn, 
of  Westborough ;  Stone,  of  Southborough ;  Seecomb,  of  Harvard ; 
Morse,  of  Shrewsbury  ;  Smith,  of  Marlborough ;  Goss,  of  Boston; 
Buckminster,  of  Rudand;  Davis,  of  Holden. 

"  I  must  refer  you,  dear  Sir,  for  other  particulars  relating  to  the 
state  of  religion,  in  these  parts  of  the  world,  to  my  letters  to  my 
other  corree^ndents  in  your  neighbourhood. 

"My  wife  and  family  join  with  me  in  very  afiectionate  and  re- 
spectful salutations  to  you  and  yours.     Desinng  an  interest  in  your 
prayers  for  us  all,  and  for  this  part  of  the  Zi6n  of  God, 
"  I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  afiectionate  brother, 

"  And  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

In  the  Memoirs  of  Brainerd,  under  the  date  of  Sept.  13,  1747, 
the  reader  will  find  mention  of  a  Mr.  Job  Strong,  a  candidate  for 
the  ministry,  whom  Brainerd,  immediately  before  his  death,  re- 
commended to  the  Commissioners  in  Boston,  as  a  missionary  to 
the  Indians;  and  in  the  4th  Reflexion  on  those  Memoirs,  an  inter- 
esting letter  of  his,  giving  an  account  of  the  Indian  Mission  at 
Bethel,  m  New-Jersey,  in  Jan.  1748.  This  young  gentiemaR, 
having  ultimately  declined  that  appointment,  accepted  proposals  of 
settiement  m  the  ministry,  the  following  year,  from  a  Cnurch  in 
Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  and  invited  Mr.  Edwards  to  preach 
the  Sermon  at  his  ordination,  wliich  was  appointed  for  the  28th  of 
June.  Mary,  the  fourth  daughter  of  Mr.  Edwards,  then  a  young 
lady  of  fifteen,  went  before  her  father  to  Portsmouth,  to  visit  sobm 
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of  the  friends  of  the  family  in  that  place.  From  her,  I  learned  the 
foUowing  anecdote. — ^The  Rev.  IVfr.  Moody,  of  York,  a  gentleman 
of  unquestioned  talents  and  piety,  but  perfecdy  unique  in  his  man- 
ners, had  agreed,  in  case  of  Mr.  Edwards'  failure,  to  be  his  subsd- 
tute  in  [Mreaching  the  sermon.  On  the  morning  of  die  appointed 
day,  Mr.  Edwards  not  having  arrived,  the  Council  delayed  the  or- 
dination as  long  as  they  well  could,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
church ;  where  Mr.  Moody  had  been  regularly  appointed  to  make 
the  Introductory  Prayer,  which  is  the  prayer  immediately  before  the 
Sermon.  That  gentleman,  knowing  that  a  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  audience  had  been  drawn  together,  by  a  strong  desire 
to  hear  Mr.  Edwards,  rose  up  to  pray  under  the  not  very  pleas- 
ant impressdon,  that  he  must  stand  m  his  place ;  and  oiSlered  a 
prayer,  which  was  wholly  characteristic  of  himself,  and  in  some 
degree  also  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  In  that  part  of  it,  in 
which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  allude  to  the  exercises  of  the  day, 
he  besought  tne  Lord,  that  they  might  be  suitably  humbled  under 
the  frown  of  his  providence,  in  not  bemg  permitted  to  hear  on  that 
occasion,  a  discourse,  as  they  had  all  fondly  expected,  from  '^  that 
eminent  servant  of  (rod,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Northamp- 
ton ;"  and  proceeded  to  thank  God,  for  having  raised  him  up,  to 
be  such  a  burning  and  shining  light,  for  his  uncommon  piety,  for 
his  great  exceUence  as  a  preacher,  for  the  remarkable  success 
which  had  attended  his  ministry,  in  other  congregations  as  well  as 
his  own,  for  the  superior  talents  and  wisdom  witn  which  he  was 
endowed  as  a  writer,  and  for  the  great  amount  of  good,  which  his 
works  had  already  done,  and  still  promised  to  do,  to  the  Church 
and  to  the  world.  He  then  prayed  that  God  would  spare  his  life, 
and  endow  him  with  still  higher  gifts  and  graces,  and  render  him 
still  more  eminent  and  useful  than  he  had  been ;  and  concluded 
this  part  of  Ms  prayer,  by  supplicating  the  Divine  blessing  on  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Edwards,  (dien  in  the  house,)  who,  though  a  very 
wordiy  and  amiable  young  lady,  was  still,  as  they  had  reason  to 
believe,  without  die  grace  of  God,  and  in  an  unconverted  state ; 
that  God  would  bring  her  to  repentance,  and  forgive  her  dns,and  not 
suffer  the  peculiar  privileges  which  she  enjoyed,  to  be  the  means  of  a 
more  aggravated  condemnation.  Mr.  Edwards,  who  traveUed  on 
horseback,  and  had  been  unexpectedly  detained  on  the  road,  arrived 
at  the  church  a  short  time  after  the  commencementx)f  the  exercises, 
and  entered  the  door  just  after  Mr.  Moodv  began  his  prayer.  Being 
remarkably  stiU  m  all  his  movements,  and  particularly  in  the  house  of 
Grod,  he  ascended  the  stairs,  and  entered  the  pulpit  so  silendy,  that 
Mr.  Wbody  did  not  hear  him  5  and  of  course  was  necessitated,  be- 
fore a  very  numerous  audience,  to  listen  to  the  very  high  character 
given  of  himself  by  Mr.  Moody.  As  soon  as  the  prayer  was 
closed,  Mr.  Moody  turned  round,  and  saw  Mr.  Edwards  behind 
him ;  and,  ivithout  leaving  his  place,  gave  him  his  right  hand,  and 
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addressed  him  as  follows,  "  Brother  Edwards,  we  are  all  of  us 
much  rejoiced  to  see  you  here  to-day,  and  nobody^  probably,  as 
much  so  as  myself;  but  I  wish  that  you  might  have  got  in  a  lit- 
tle sooner,  or  a  little  later,  or  else  that  I  might  have  heard  you 
when  you  came  in,  and  known  that  you  were  here.  I  didn't  in- 
tend to  flatter  you  to  your  face ;  but  diere's  one  thing  I'll  tell  you  : 
They  say  that  your  wife  is  a  going  to  heaven,  by  a  shorter  road 
than  yourself."  Mr.  Edwar£  bowed,  and  after  readkig  the 
Psalm,  went  on  with  the  Sermon.  His  text  was  John  xiii.  15,  16, 
and  his  subject,  ^'  Christ  the  Example  of  Ministers."  It  was  soon 
after  publLuied. 

To  his  daughter,  who  prolonged  her  visit  some  time  after  the  re- 
turn of  her  father,  he  addressed,  during  her  visit  at  Portsmouth, 
the  following  letter. 

•*  To  Miss  Mary  Edwards,*  at  Portsmouth. 

«  Norihampton,  July  26,  1 749. 

"  My  dear  Child, 

"You  may  well  think  it  is  natural  for  a  parent,  to  be  concerned 
for  a  child  at  so  great  a  distance,  so  far  out  of  view,  and  so  far  out 
of  the  reach  of  communication ;  where,  if  you  should  be  taken  with 
any  dangerous  sickness,  that  should  issue  in  death,  you  might 
probably  be  in  your  grave,  before  we  could  hear  of  your  danger. 
But  yet,  my  greatest  concern  is  not  for  your  health,  or  temporal 
welfare,  but  for  the  good  of  your  soul.  Though  you  are  at  so 
great  a  distance  from  us,  yet  Grod  is  every  where.  You  are  much 
out  of  the  reach  of  our  care,  but  you  are  every  moment  in  His 
hands.  We  have  not  the  comfort  of  seeing  you,  but  He  sees  you. 
His  eye  is  always  upon  you.  And  if  you  may  but  live  sensibly 
near  to  God,  and  have  his  gracious  presence,  it  is  no  matter  if  yoti 
are  far  distant  bora  us.  I  had  rather  you  should  remain  hundreds 
of  miles  distant  from  us,  and  have  God  near  to  you  by  His  Spirit, 
than  to  have  you  always  with  us,  and  live  at  a  distance  from  God. 
And  if  the  next  news  we  should  hear  of  you,  should  be  of  your 
death ;  though  that  would  be  very  melancholy,  yet,  if  at  the  same 
time  we  should  receive  such  intelligence  concerning  you,  as  should 
pve  u^the  best  grounds  to  hope,  that  you  had  died  in  the  Lord ; 
how  much  mwe  comfortable  would  this  be,  though  we  should  have 
no  opportunity  to  see  you,  or  to  take  our  leave  of  you  in  your  ack- 
ness,  than  if  we  should  be  with  you  during  all  its  progress,  and  have 
much  opportunity  to  attend  upon  you,  and  converse  and  pray  with 
you,  and  take  an  affectionate  leave  of  you,  and  after  all  have  rea- 
son to  apprehend,  that  you  died  without  the  grace  and  favour  of 
God !  It  IS  comfortable  to  have  the  presence  of  earthly  friends,  es- 

f  Afterwards  Mn.  Dwight,  of  Northampton. 
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pecially  in  sickness,  and  on  a  death  bed ;  but  the  great  thing  is  txy 
have  God  our  friend,  and  to  be  united  to  Christ,  who  can  never 
die  any  more,  and  from  whom  our  own  death  cannot  separate  us. 

"  My  desire  and  daily  prayer  is,  that  you  may,  if  it  may  consist 
with  the  holy  will  of  God,  meet  with  God  where  you  are,  and  have 
much  of  His  Divine  influences  on  your  heart,  wherever  you  may 
be ;  and  that,  in  God's  due  time,  you  may  be  returned  to  us  again, 
in  all  respecls  under  the  smiles  of  heaven,  and  especially,  in  pros- 
perous circumstances  in  your  soul,  and  that  you  may  find  us  all 
alive  and  well.  But  that  is  uncertain ;  for  you  know  what  a  djring 
time  it  has  been  with  us  in  this  town,  about  this  season  of  the  year, 
in  years  past.  There  is  not  much  sickness  prevailing  among  us  as 
yet,  but  we  fear  whether  mortal  sickness  is  not  now  commencing. 

Yesterday,  the  only  remaining  son  of  Mr.  C died  of  a  fever, 

and  is  to  be  buried  to-day.    May  Grod  fit  us  all  for  His  will ! 

"I  hope  that  you  will  mamtain  a  strict  and  constant  watch  over 
yourself,  against  all  temptations,  that  you  do  not  forsake  and  for- 
get God,  and  particularly,  that  you  do  not  grow"  slack  in  secret 
religion.  Retire  often  from  this  vain  world,  from  all  its  bubbles 
and  emp^  shadows,  and  vain  amusements,  and  converse  with  God 
alone ;  and  seek  effectually  for  that  Divine  grace  and  comfort,  the 
least  drop  of  which  is  worth  more  than  all  the  riches,  gaiety,  pleas- 
ures and  entertainments  of  the  whole  world. 

"  If  Mrs.  S— ,  of  Boston,  or  any  of  that  family,  should  send 
to  you,  to  invite  you  to  come  and  remain  tliere,  on  your  return 
horn  Portsmouth,  until  there  is  opportunity  for  you  to  come  home, 
I  would  have  you  accept  the  invitation.  I  thmk  it  probable  they 
will  invite  you.  But  if  otherwise,  I  would  have  you  go  to  Mr. 
Bromfield's.  He  and  Mrs.  B.  both  told  me  you  should  be  wel- 
come. After  you  are  come  to  Boston,  I  would  have  you  send  us 
word  of  it  by  the  first  opportunity,  that  we  may  send  for  you  with- 
out delay. 

"  We  are  all,  through  the  Divine  goodness,  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
health.  The  ferment  in  the  town  runs  very  high,  concerning  my 
opmion  about  the  Sacrament;  but  I  am  no  more  able  to  foretell  the 
issue,  than  when  I  last  saw  you.  But  the  whole  family  has  indeed 
much  to  put  us  in  mind,  and  make  us  sensible  of  our  dependence 
on  the  care  and  kindness  of  God,  and  of  the  vanity  of  all  human 
dependences;  and  we  are  very  loudly  called  upon  to  seek  His 
face,  to  trust  in  Him,  and  walk  closely  with  Him.  Commending 
you  to  the  care  and  special  favour  of  our  heavenly  Father,  I  am 
"  Your  very  affectionate  father, 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 

"  Your  mother  and  all  the  family  give  their  love  to  you." 

The  foUowing  Letter  of  Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  Gillespie,  is  in  re- 
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ply  to  the  second  letter  of  that  gentleman,  written  in  the  autumn 
ot  1748.* 

^^Northampton,  April  2,  1760. 

"  Rev.  and  deab  Sir, 

"I  received  your  favour  of  Septemper  19,  1748,  the  last  sum- 
mer, and  would  now  heartily  thank  you  for  it.  I  suppose  it  may 
have  come  in  the  same  ship  with  letters  I  had  from  my  other  cor- 
respcHidents  in  Scotland,  which  I  answered  the  last  summer ;  but 
it  (Ud  not  come  to  hand  till  a  long  time  after  most  of  the  others,  and 
after  I  had  finished  and  sent  away  my  answers  to  them,  and  that 
opportuni^  for  answering  was  past.  I  have  had  no  leisure  or  op- 
portunity to  write  any  letters  to  Scotland,  from  that  time  till  now, 
by  reason  of  my  peculiar  and  very  extraordinary  circumstances,  on 
account  of  the  controversy  which  has  arisen  between  me  and  my  peo- 
ple, concerning  the  profession  which  ought  to  be  made  by  persons 
who  come  to  christian  sacraments ;  which  is  likely  speedily  to  issue 
in  a  separation  between  me  and  my  congregation.  This  controver- 
sy, in  the  progress  of  it,  has  proved  not  only  a  controversy  between 
me  and  my  people,  but  between  me  and  a  great  part  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  there  being  many  far  and  near  who  are  warmly  engaged  in  it. 
This  affair  has  unavoidably  engaged  my  mind,  and  filled  up  my 
time,  and  taken  me^off  from  other  things,  I  need  the  prayers  of 
my  friends,  that  God  would  be  with  me,  and  direct  and  assist  me  in 
such  a  time  of  trial,  and  mercifully  order  the  issue. 

"As  to  the  epistolary  controversy,  dear  Sir,  between  you  and  me, 
about  FAITH  and  doubting,  I  am  sonr  it  should  seem  to  be  greater 
than  it  is,  through  misunderstanding  oi  one  another's  meaning,  and 
that  the  real  difference  between  us  is  so  great  as  it  is,  in  some  part 
of  the  controversy. 

"  As  to  the  dispute  about  believing  mthout  spiritual  Ugh  or 
sight,  I  thought  I  expressed  my  meaning  in  my  last  letter  very 
plainly ;  but  I  kept  no  copy,  and  it  might  perhaps  be  owing  to  my 
dullness  that  I  thought  so.  However  I  perceive  I  was  not  under- 
stood. I  cannot  find  out  by  any  thing  you  say  to  me  on  thb  head, 
that  we  really  differ  in  sentiments,  but  only  m  words.  I  acknow- 
ledge with  you  that  "  all  are  bound  to  believe  the  divine  testimony, 
and  trust  in  Christ ;  and  that  want  of  spiritual  light  or  sight  does 
not  loose  irom  the  obligation  one  is  laid  under  by  the  divine  com- 
mand, to  believe  instantly  on  Christ,  and  at  all  seasons,  nor  excuse 
him,  in  any  degree,  for  not  believing.  Even  when  one  wants 
the  influence  and  grace  of  the  Spirit,  stiU  he  is  bound  to  believe." 
I  think  the  obligation  to  believe,  lies  on  a  person  who  is  re- 
maining mthout  spiritual  light  or  sight,  or  even  in  dark- 
ness.     No    darkness,   no  blindness,   no    carnality  or   stupidity 


*  See  page  252. 
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excuses  bim  a  moment  for  not  having  as  strong  and  lively  a  faith  and 
love,  as  ever  was  exercised  by  the  apostle  Paul,  or  rather.renders  it 
not  sinful  in  him,  that  he  is  at  that  same  moment  without  such  a 
faith  and  love ; — and  yet  I  believe  it  is  absurd,  and  of  a  very  hurt- 
ful consequence,  to  urge  persons  to  bdteve  in  the  darky  in  the  man- 
ner, and  in  the  sense,  in  which  many  hundreds  have  done  in  America, 
who  plainly  intend,  a  believing  with  such  a  sort  of  strong  faith  or 
confidence,  as  is  consistent  with  continumg  still,  even  in  the  time  of 
these  strong  acts  of  faith,  without  spiritual  light,  carnal,  stupid,  care- 
less, and  senseless.  Their  doctnne  evidently  comes  to  this,  both 
m  sense  and  effect,  that  it  is  a  man's  du^  strongly  to  believe  with 
a  lightless  and  aghtless  faith  ;  or  to  have  a  confident,  although  a 
blind,  dark  and  stupid,  faith.  Such  a  faith  has  indeed  been 
promoted  exceedmgly  by  their  doctrine,  and  has  prevailed  with 
Its  dreadful  effects,  answerable  to  the  nature  of  the  cause. 
We  have  had,  and  have  to  this  day,  multitudes  of  such  firm 
believers,  whose  bold,  presumptuous  confidence,  attended  with 
a  very  wicked  behaviour,  has  given  the  greatest  wound  to  the 
cause  of  truth  and  vital  religion,  which  it  has  ever  suffered  in 
America. 

"  As  to  what  follows  in  your  letter,  that  a  person^s  bdteving 
himself  to  be  in  a  good  estate  is  pro]^erly  of  the  nature  of  faith; 
in  this  there  seems  to  be  some  real  difference -between  us.  But, 
periiaps  there  would  be  none,  if  disdnctness  were  well  observed  in 
the  use  of  words.  If  by  a  man^s  believing  that  he  is  in  a  good 
estate,  be  meant  no  more  than  his  bdieving  that  he  does  bdieve  in 
Christ,  does  love  God,  ^c,  I  think  there  is  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  faith  in  it ;  because  knowing  it  or  believing  it,  depends  on  our 
own  immediate  sensation  or  consciousness,  and  not  on  divine  testi- 
mony. True  believers,  m  the  hope  they  entertain  of  salvation, 
make  use  of  the  following  syllogism :  Whosoever  bdieves  shaU  be 
saved:  I  bdieve:  Thergore,  I  shall  be  saved.  Assenting  to  the 
major  proposition, — Whosoever  bdieves  shall  be  saved, — ^is  properly 
of  the  nature  of  faith ;  because  the  ground  of  my  assent  to  that,  is 
divine  testimony ;  but  my  assent  to  the  minor  proposition, — 1  be- 
lieve,— ^is,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  not  of  the  nature  of  faith, 
because  that  is  not  grounded  on  the  divine  testimony,  but  on 
my  own  consciousness.  The  testimony,  which  is  the  proper 
ground  of  faith,  is  in  the  word  of  Grod,  Romans  x.  17.  "  Faith 
cometli  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  Grod."  There 
is  a  testimony  given  us  in  the  word  of  Grod,  that  "  he  thai 
helieveth  shall  be  savedJ^  But  there  is  no  testimony  in  the  word 
of  (rod,  that  a  given  individual,  in  such  a  toum  in  Scotland,,  or 
JVeu^-England,  bdieves.  There  is  such  a  proposition  in  the  scrip- 
tures, as  that  Christ  loves  those  that  love  htm;  and  this,  therefcn^, 
every  one  is  bound  to  believe  and  affirm :  and  believing  this,  on  the 
divine  testimony,  is  properly  of  the  nature  of  faith,  while  for  any 
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one  to  dottbt  it,  is  properly  the  heinous  sin  of  unbelief.-  But  there 
is  nonsuch  proposition  m  the  scriptures,  nor  is  it  any  part  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ,  that  nuJi  an  individual  person  in  Northampton  hves 
Christy  If  I  know  that  I  have-complacency  in  Christ,  I  know  it  the 
same  way  that  I  know  I  have  complacency  in  my  wife  and  children, 
viz.  by  die  testimony  of  my  own  heart,  or  my  inward  consciousness. 
Evangelical  fctith  has  the  gospel  of  Christ  for  its  foundation ;  but 
the  proposition,  that  Hove  Christy  is  a  proposition  not  contained  in 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

"  Hence,  that  we  may  not  dispute  in  the  dark,  it  is  necessary, 
that  we  should  explain  what  we  mean  by  a  person^  believing  that 
he  is  in  a  good  estate.  If  thereby  we  mean  only  believing  the 
minor  of  the  foregoing  syllogism,  or  similar  syllogisms, — I  believe; 
or,  /  love  Ood  ; — ^it  is  not  of  the  nature  of  faith.  But  if  by  a  man's 
believing  himself  to  be  in  a  good  estate,  be  understood  his  believ- 
ing not  only  the  minor  but  the  consequence,  therefore  I  shaU  be 
savedj  or,  therefore  Chd  will  never  leave  me  nor  forsake  me;  then 
a  man's  believmg  his  good  estate,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  faith; 
for  these  consequences  depend  on  divine  testimony  in  the  word  of 
God  and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Yea,  I  would  observe  farther, 
Aat  a  man's  judging  of  the  faith  or  love  which  he  actually  finds  in 
himself,  vdiether  it  is  that  sort  of  faith  or  love  which  he  fmds  to  be 
saving,  may  depend  on  his  reliance  on  scripture  rules  and  marks, 
which  are  divine  testimonies,  on  which  he  may  be  tempted  not  to 
rehr,  from  the  consideration  of  his  great  unworthiness.  But  his 
jud^g  that  he  has  those  individual  inward  acts  of  understanding, 
and  exercises  of  heart,  depends  on  inward  sensations;  and  not  on 
any  testimony  of  the  word  of  God.  The  knowing  of  his  present 
acts  depends  on  immediate  consciousness,  and  the  knowing  of  his 
past  acts  depends  on  memory.  Hence  the  fubess  of  my  satisfac-* 
tion,  that  I  now  have  such  an  inward  act  or  exercise  of  mind,  de« 
pends  on  the  strength  of  the  sensation ;  and  my  satisfaction,  that  I 
have  had  them  heretofore,  depends  on  the  clearness  of  my  memo- 
ry, and  not  on  the  strength  of  my  reliance  on  any  divine  testimony. 
So  likewise,  my  doubting  whether  I  have,  or  have  had,  such  indi- 
vidual inward  acts,  is  not  of  itself  pf  the  nature  ofunbelief,  though 
it  may  arise  from  unbelief  indirectly;  because,  if  I  had  had  more 
faith,  the  actings  of  it  would  have  been  more  sensible,  and  the  me- 
mory of  them  mote  clelar,  and  so  I  should  have  been  better  satisfied 
.  that  I  had  them. 

**  (3od  appears  to  have  given  Abraham's  servant  a  revelation, 
that  the  damsel  in  whom  he  found  certain  marks, — ^her  coming  to 
draw  water  widi  a  pitcher  to  that  well,  and  her  readmess  to  give 
him  and  his  camels  drink — should  be  Isaac's  wife ;  and  therefi^pe 
his  assenting  to  ihisy  was  of  the  nature  of  faith,  having  divine  testi- 
mony  for  its  foundation.  But  his  believing,  that  Rd[)ekah  was  the 
damsel  who  had  diese  individual  marks,  his  knowing  that  db&  caro^ 
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to  draw  water,  and  that  she  let  down  her  pitcher,  was  not  of  the 
nature  of  faith.  His  knowing  this  was  not  from  divine  testimony, 
but  from  the  testimony  of  his  own  senses.     (Vide  Gen.  xxiv.) 

"  You  speak  of  "  a  saint's  doub^ng  of  his  good  estate,  as  a  part 
of  unbelief,  and  the  opposite  of  faith,  considered  in  its  full  com- 
pass and  latitude,  as  one  branch  of  unbelief,  one  ingredient  in  un- 
Delief ;  and  of  assurance  of  a  man's  good  estate,  as  one  thing  that 
belongs  to  the  exercise  of  faith."     I  do  not  know  whether  I  take 
your  meaning  in  these  expressicms.     If  you  mean,  ihsi  a  person's 
believing  himself  to  be  in  a  good  estate,  is  one  thine  which  apper- 
tains to  the  essence  of  saving  faith,  or  that  saving  laith,  in  aH  diat 
belongs  to  its  essence,  yea  its  perfecticm,  cannot  be  without  imply- 
ing it,  I  must  humbly  ask  leave  to  differ  from  you.     That  my  be- 
lieving that  I  am  in  a  good  estate,  is  no  part  or  ingredient  in  the 
essence  of  saving  faith,  is  evident  from  this,  that  the  essence  of 
saving  faith,  must  be  complete  in  me,  before  it  can  be  iruey  that  I 
am  in  a  good  estate.     If  I  have  not  as  yet  acted  faith,  yea  if  there 
be  any  tUng  wanting  m  me  to  make  up  the  essence  of  savmg^faith, 
then  1  am  not  as  yet  in  a  state  of  salvation,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  ground  to  believe  that  I  am  so.     Any  thing  that  belongs  to  the 
essence  of  saving  faith  is  prior,  in  the  order  of  nature,  to  a  man's 
being  in  a  state  of  salvaticm,  because  it  is  saving  faith  which  brings 
him  bto  such  a  state.     And  therefore  believing  that  he  is  in  such  a 
state,  cannot  be  one  thing  which  is  essential  or  necessary^  in  order 
to  his  being  in  such  a  state;  for  that  would  imply  a  contradiction. 
It  would  be  to  suppose  a  man's  believing,  that  he  is  in  a  good 
estate,  to  be  prior  j  in  the  order  of  nature,  to  his  being  in  a  good 
estate.     But  a  thing  cannot  be  both  prior  and  posterior,  antecedent 
and  consequent,  with  respect  to  the  very  same  thing.      The  real 
truth  of  a  proposition  is  in  the  order  of  nature  first,  bef(H*eit5  being 
believed  to  be  true.     But,  till  a  man  has  already  aU  that  bekmgs  to 
the  essence  of  saving  faith,  that  proposition,  that  he  is  in  a  good 
estate,  is  not  as  yet  true.     All  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
Grospel,  all  divme  testimonies  that  we  have  in  €h>d's  word,  are  triie 
already,  are  already  Isud  for  a  foundation  for  faith,  and  were  laid 
long  ago.     But  that  proposition,  I  am  in  a  good  estate,  not  being 
one  of  them,  is  not  true  till  I  have  first  believed ;  and  therefcnre  this 
proposition,  as  it  15  not  true,  cannot  be  believed  to  be  true,  till  sav- 
mg  faith  be  first  complete.     Therefore  the  completeness  of  the  act 
of  saving  faith,  wiU  not  make  it  take  in  a  belief  of  this  propositk>o, 
nor  will  the  strength  or  perfection  of  the  act  cause  it  to  imply  this. 
If  a  man,  in  his  first  act  of  faith,  has  ever  so  full  a  conviction  of 
God's  sufficiency  and  faithfuhess,  and  ever  so  strong  and  perfect 
a  reliance  on  the  divine  testimony ;  all  will  have  no  tendency  to 
make  him  believe  that  thb  proposition,  I  am  in  a  good  estate,  is 
true,  until  it  is  true ;  which  is  not  the  fact,  till  the  &st  act  of  fruth 
is  complete,  and  has  made  it  true.    A  belief  of  divme  testimony^ 
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in  the  first  act  of  faith,  may  be  to  an  assignable  degree  of  strength 
and  perfection,  without  believing  the  proposition,  for  there  is  no 
such  divine  testimony  then  extant,  nor  is  there  anysuch  truth  exr 
tant,  but  in  consequence  of  the  first  act  of  faith.  Therefore,  (as  I 
said,)  saving  fieuth  may  exist,  with  all  that  belongs  to  its  essence, 
and  that  in  die  highest  perfection,  without  implying  a  belief  of  my 
own  good  estate.  I  do  not  say  that  it  can  exist  without  having  this 
immediate  effect.  But  it  is  rather  the  effect  of  faith,  than  ^  party 
branchy  or  tngredient  of  faith.  So  I  do  not  dispute  whether  a 
man's  doubting  of  his  good  estate,  may  be  a  consequence  of  unbe- 
lief, and  I  doubt  not  but  it  is  in  those  who  are  in  a  good  estate  ;  be- 
cause, if  men  had  the  exercise  of  faith  in  such  a  degree  as  they 
ought  to  have,  it  could  not  but  be  very  sensible  and  plain  that  thev 
had  it.  But  yet  I  think  tins  doubting  of  one's  ^ood  estate,  b  en- 
tirely a  difierent  thing  from  the  sm  of  unbelief  itself,  and  ha?  no- 
thing of  the  nature  of  unbelief  in  it,  i.  e.  if  we  take  doubting  one's 
good  estate  in  the  sense  in  which  I  have  before  explained  it,  viz. 
dmtbtn^  whether  1  have  such  indiindual  principles  and  acts  in  my 
satd.  Take  it  b  a  complex  sense,  and  it  may  have  the  sin  of  un- 
belief in  it ;  e.  g.  If,  although  I  doubt  not  that  I  have  such  and  such 
qualifications,  I  yet  doubt  of  those  consequences^  for  which  I  have 
divine  testimony  or  promise ;  as  when  a  person  doubts  not  that  he 
loves  Christ,  yet  doubts  whether  he  shall  receive  a  crown  qf  life. 
The  doubting  of  this  consequence  is  properly  the  sin  of  unbelief, 

"  You  say,  dear  Sir,  "  the  Holy  Ghost  requires  us  to  believe  the 
reality  of  his  work  m  us  in  all  its  parts  just  as  it  is;"  and  a  litde 
before,  ^^  the  believer's  doubting  whether  or  not  he  has  faith,  is 
sinful ;  because  it  is  belying  the  Holy  Ghost,  denymg  his  work  m 
him,  so  there  is  no  sin  to  winch  that  doubting  can  so  properly  be 
reduced  as  unbelief." 

*^  Here  I  would  ask  leave  thus  to  express  my  thoughts,  in  a  di- 
versity fix>m  yours.  I  think,  if  it  be  allowed  to  be  sinful  for  a  be- 
liever to  doubt  whether  he  has  faith,  that  this  doubting  is  not  the 
an  of  unbelief  on  anysuch  account  as  you  mention,  viz.  as  belying 
or  denying  any  testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence between  doubting  of  the  being  of  some  uH>rk  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  denying  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  there  is  a 
difference  between  doubting  concerning  some  other  works  of  God, 
and  denying  the  testimony  of  God.  It  is  the  work  of  Grod  to 
give  a  man  great  natural  abilities;  and  if  we  suppose  that  God 
requires  a  man  thus  -endowed  to  believe  the  reality  of  his  work 
in  aU  its  parts  just  as  it  is^  and  therefore,  that  it  is  sinful 
for  him  at  sdl  to  doubt  of  his  natural  abilities  bemg  just  as  good 
as  they  are ;  yet  this  is  no  belying  any  testimony  of  Gpd,  though 
it  be  doubting  of  a  work  of  (Sod,  and  so  is  diverse  from  the 
sui  of  unbelief.  So,  if  we  suppose  that  a  very  eminent  christian 
.is. to  blame,  in  doubting  whether  he  has  so  much  holiness  as  be 
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really  has ;  be  indeed  does  not  believe  the  reality  of  GodU  work  in 
%tm,  in  nU  its  parts  just  as  it  isy  yet  he  is  not  therein  guilty  of  the 
sin  of  unbeliei,  against  any  tesUmony  of  God,  any  more  than  the 
other. 

*'  I  acknowledge,  that  for  a  true  saint,  in  a  carnal  and  careless 
frame,  to  doubt  of  his  good  state,  is  sinful,  more  indirectly,  as  the 
cause  of  it  is  sioful,- viz.  the  lowness  and  insensibility  of  the  actings 
of  erace  in  him,  and  the  prevalence  of  carnality  and  stupdity.  ^is 
sinful  to  be  without  assurance,  or,  (as  tve  say)  it  is  his  own  fault ; 
he  sinfully  deprives  himself  of  it,  or  foregoes  it,  as  a  servant's  be- 
ing without  his  tools  is  his  sin,  when  he  has  carelessly  lost  them,  or 
00  it  is  his  sin  to  be  without  strength  of  body,  or  without  the  sight 

?f  his  eyes,  when  he  has  deprived  himself  of  these  by  intemperance, 
fot.  that  weakness  ot  blindness  of  body,  in  their  own  nature,  are 
sin,  for  they  are  qualities  of  the  body,  and  not  of  mind,  the  subject 
in  which  sm.  is  inherent.  It  is  mdirecdy  the  duty  of  a  true  saint 
always  to  rejoice  in  the  light  of  Crod's  countenance,  because  sin  is 
the  cause  of  his  being  without  this  joy  at  any  time,  and  therefore 
it  was  indirectly  David's  sin  that  he  was  not  reioicbg  in  the  light 
of  Grod's  countenance,  at  diat  very  time  when  he  was  committing 
the  great  iniquities  of  adultery  and  murder.  But  yet  it  is  not  di- 
rectly a  believer's  duty  to  rejoice  in  the  light  of  Gk)d's  countenance, 
when  Grod  hides  his  face.  But  it  rather  then  becomes  him  to  be 
troubled  and  to  mourn.  So  there  are  perhaps,  many  other  privi- 
leges of  saints  that  are  their  duty  mdirectljr,  and  the  want  of  them 
is  sinful^  not  simply,  but '  complexTy  considered.  Of  this  kind,  I 
take  the  want  of  assurance  of  my  good  estate  to  be. 

**  I  think  no  words  of  mine,  either  in  my  book  or  letter,  implied 
that  a  person's  deliverance  from  a  bad  frame,  does  not  begin  with 
renewed  acts  of  faith  or  trusting  in  God.  If  they  did,  dbey  im- 
plied what  I  never  intended*  Doubdess  if  a  saint  comes  out  of  an 
ill  frame,  wherein  grace  is  asleep  and  inactive,  it  must  be  by  re- 
newed actings  of  grace.  It  is  very  plainly  impossible,  that  grace 
should  begin  to  cease  to  be  inactive,  in  any  other  way,  than  by  its 
beginning  to  be  active.  It  must  begin  with  the  renewed  actings  of 
90me  grace  or  other,  and  I  know  nothing  that  I  have  said  to  the 
cqptrary,  but  that  the  grace  which  shall  first  begin  sensibly  to  re^ 
vive  shall  be  faith,  and  tiiat  this  shall  lead  the  way  to  the  renewed 
actmg  of  all  other  graces,  and  to  the  farther  -  acting  of  faith  itself. 
But  a  person's  commg  out  of  a  carnal,  careless,  dead  frame,  by,  or 
in  the  reviving  of  grace  in  his  soul,  is  quite  another  thing  from  a 
saint's  having  a  strong  exercise  of  faith,  or  strong  hope,  or  strong 
exercise  of  any  grace,  while  yet  remainmgm  a  carnal  careless,  dead 
frame ;  or,  in  oth^  words,  in  a  frame  whereki  grace  is  so  far  from 
being  in  strong  exercise,  that  it  is  asleep  and  in  a  great  measure  with- 
out exercise. 
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"There  is  a  holy  lu^e,  a  truly  cAmrian  hape^  of  which  the  scrip- 
tures speak,  that  is  reckoned  among  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  And 
I  think  I  should  never  desire  or  seek  any  other  hope  but  such  an 
one ;  for  I  believe  no  other  hope  has  any  holy  or  good  tendency. 
Therefore  this  hope,  this  grace  of  hope  alone,  can  properly  be  call- 
ed a  duty.  Bjit  it  is  just  as  absurd  to  talk  of  the  exercise  of  this 
holy  hope,  the  strong  exercise  of  this  prace  of  the  Spirit,  in  a  carnal, 
stupid,  careless  frame,  such  a  frame  yet  remaining^  as  it  would  be  to 
talk  of  the  strong  exercises  of  love  to  God  ,or  heavenly-mindedness,  or 
any  odier  grace,  while  remaining  in  such  a  frame.  It  is  doubdess  pro- 
per, earnestly  to  exhort  those  who  are  in  such  a  frame  to  come  out  of 
It,  in  and  by  the  strong  exercise  of  every  grace ;  but  I  should 
not  thiidc  it  proper  to  press  a  man  eamesdy  to  mamtain  strong 
hope,  noimthstanding  the  prevailing  and  continuance  of  great 
carnality  and  stupidity,  which  is  plainly  the  case  of  the  people  I 
opposed.  For  this  is  plamly  to  press  people  to  an  nnholy  hope,  to 
a  strong  hope  which  is  no  christian  grace,  but  strong  and  wicked 
presumption ;  and  the  promoting  of  this  has  most  evidently  been  the 
efiect  of  such  a  method  of  dealmg  with  souls,  in  innumerable  multi- 
tudes of  awful  instances. 

"You  seem,  Sir,  to  suppose,  that  (rod's  manner  of  dealing  with 
his  -people,  while  in  a  secure  and  careless  frame,  is  Jirst  to  give  as* 
surance  of  their  good  state  while  they  remain  in  sum  a  frame,  and 
to  make  use  of  that  assurance  as  a  mean  to  bring  them  out  of  such 
a  frame.  Here,  again,  I  must  beg  leave  to  dilBTer  fit)m  you,  and  to 
think,  that  none  of  the  instances  or  texts  you  adduce  from  scripture, 
do  at  all  prove  the  point.  I  think  it  is  his  manner^  first  to  awaken 
their  consciences,  to  bring  them  to  reflect  upon  themselves,  to  feel 
their  own  calamity  which  they  have  brought  upon  themselves  by  so 
departing  from  God,  by  which  an  end  is  put  to  their  carelessness 
and  security,  and  again  eamesdy  and  carefully  to  seek  God's  face 
before  they  find  him,  and  before  God  restores  the  comfortable  and 
joyful  sense  of  his  favour;  and  I  think  this  is  abundantly  evident 
both  firom  scripture  and  experience.  You  much  insist  on  the  case 
of  Jonah  as  a  clear  instance  of  the  thing  you  lay  down.  You  ob- 
serve that  he  says,  chap,  ii.  "  I  said  I  am  cast  outof  thy  sight,  yet  I  wiD 
look  again  towards  thy  holy  temple."  Ver.  5,  7,  "  mien  my  soul 
fainted  widiin  me,  I  remembered  the  Lord,  and  my  prayer  came 
in  unto  thee,  even  into  thine  holy  temple.'*.  You  speak  of  these 
words  as  expressing  an  assurance  of  his  good  state  and  of  God's 
favour ;  (I  wiD  not  now  dispute  whether  they  do  or  not ;)  and  you 
speak  of  this  exercise  of  assurance,  as  his  practice  in  an  evil  frame 
and  in  a  careless  frame;  for  he  slept  securely  in  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  manifesting  dismal  security,  avfid  carelessness  in  a  carnal 
frame.  Thst  Jonah  was  m  a  careless  secure  firame  when  he 
tvas  asleep  in  the  sides  of  the  ship,  I  do  not  deny.  But  my 
dear  Sir,  does  that  prove  that  he  remained  dtill  in  a  careless  se- 
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cure  frame,  when  in  his  heart  he  said  these  things  in  the  belly  of  the 
fish ;  does  it  prove  that  he  remained  careless  after  he  was  awaken- 
ed, and  saw  the  furious  storm,  and  owned  it  was  the  firutt  of  God's 
anger  towards  him  for  his  sms ;  and  does  it  prove,  that  he  still  remained 
careless  after  the  whale  had  swaUowed  him,  when  he  seemed  to 
himself  to  be  in  ihe  hdly  of  heUf  when  the  tvater  campassdd  him 
abouty  even  to  the  sotdy  and,  as  he  says,  ail  OoJCs  waters  and  bU- 
lows  passed  over  him^  and  he  was  ready  to  de^air  when  he 
went  doum  to  the  bottoms  of  the  mountains,  was  ready,  to  think 
-  God  had  cast  him  out  of  his  ^ght,  and  confined  him  in  a  jm- 
son,  that  he  could  never  escape,  when  the  earth  with  her  bars 
was  about  him,  forever,  and  ms  sotd  fainted  within  him?  He 
was  brought  into  this  condition  after  his  sleeping  securely  in  the 
sides  of  the  ship,  before  he  said,  '^I  will  look  again  towards 
thine  holy  temple,  etc."  He  wad  evidently  first  awakened  out 
of  carelessness  and  security,  and  brou^  into  distresa,  before  he^ 
was  comforted. 

**  The  other  place  you  also  much  insist  on,  concerning  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel,  is  very  similar.  Before  God  comforted  Siem  wkh 
the  testimonies  of  his  favour  after  their  backslidings,  he  first,  by  se- 
vere chastisements  together  with  the  awakening  influences  of  his 
Spirit,  brought  them  out  of  their  carelessness  and  carnal  sectmty. 
It  appears  by  many  passages  of  scripture,  that  this  was  God's  way 
of  aealing  with  that  pedple.  In  Hos.  chap.  ii.  we  are  told  that 
God  first  "  hedged  up  her  ways  with  thorns,  and  made  a  wall  that 
she  could  not  find  her  paths.  And  took  away  her  com  and  wine, 
and  wool  and  flax,  destroved  her  vines  and  fig-trees,  and  caused 
her  mirth  to  cease."  By  this  means,  he  roused  her  ftoia  her 
securi^,  carelessness  and  deep  sleep,  and  brought  her  te  herself, 
very  much  as  die  prodigal  son  was  brought  to  himself:  thus  God 
^^  brought  her  first  into  the  wilderness,  before  he  spake  comfortably 
to  her,  and  opened  to  her  a  door  of  hqpe."  By  her  distress  lie 
first  led  her  to  say,  ^'I  will  go  and  return  to  mv  first  husband ;  and 
then,  when  God  spake  comfortsAly  to  h^,  she  called  bun  ^'  bhi, 
my  husband ;"  and  God  did  as  it  were  renewedly  betroth  her  unto 
him.  This  passage  is  parallel  with  Jer.  iii.  lliey  serve  well  to 
illustrate  and  explain  each  other,  and  show  that  it  was  God's  way 
of  dealing  with  his  peojde  Israel,  after  their  apostacy  ^r«^  to  awak^i 
them,  and  under  a  sense  of  their  sm  and  misery,  to  bring  them  so- 
licitously to  seek  his  face,  before  he  gave  them  sensible  evidence  of 
his  favour ;  and  not  first  to  manifest  his  favour  to  them,  in  order  to 
awaken  them  out  of  their  security.* 

In  Jer.  iii.  the  propfiecy  is  not  concerning  the  recovery  of  back- 
sliding saints,  or  tlie  mystical  church,  which,  though  she  had  cor- 

*'Vh\n  is  evident  by  many  passages  of  Scripture ;  as,  Lev.  xxvi.  40>— 4S. 
Dout.  xxxii.  36—39.  1  Kinffs  viii.  21,  22.  chap.  i.  4—8.  Ezek.  xx.  35,  36, 
37.    Hos.  V.  16,  with  chap.  vi.  1—3.  chap.  xiii.  9,  10.  chap.  jdv.  throughout. 
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rupted  herself)  still  continued  to  be  figuratively  God^s  wife.  It  is 
concerning  apostate  Israel,  who  had  forsaken  and  renounced  her  - 
husband,  and  gone  after  odier  lovers,  and  whom  God  had  renounc- 
ed, put  away,  and  given  her  a  bill  of  divorce;  (verse  8,)  so  that 
her  recovery  could  not  be,  by  giving  her  assurance  of  her  good 
estate  as  still  remaining  his  wife,  and  that  God  was  aheady  mar- 
ried unto  her,  for  that  was  not  true,  and  is  not  consistent  with  die 
context.  And  whereas  it  is  said,  verse  14,  '^  Return,  O  backsliding 
children,  saith  the  Lord;  for  I  am  married  unto  you,  and  I  will 
take  you  one  of  a  city;"  lam  married^  in  the  Hebrew,  is  in  the 
preterperfed  tense ;  but  you  know.  Sir,  diat  in  the  language  of  pro- 
phecy, the  pretertense  is  very  commonly  put  for  the  Juture.  And 
whereas  it  is  said,  verse  19,  '^  How  shall  1  put  thee  among  the  chil- 
dren ?  And  I  said.  Thou  shah  call  me  My  father ;''  I  aclmowledge 
this  exinression  here.  My  Faiher^  and  in  Rcnn.  viii.  15,  is  the  lan- 
guage of  faith.  It  is  so  two  ways,  1st,  It  is  such  language  of  the 
soul,  as  is  the  inmiediate  efiect  of  a  lively  faith.  I  acknowledge, 
that  the  lively  exercises  of  faith  do  naturally  produce  satisfaction 
of  a  good  state,  m  their  immediate  effect*  2d,  It  is  a  language 
which,  in  another  sense,  does  {nroperly  and  naturally  express  the 
very  act  of  faith  itself,  yea,  the  first  act  of  faith  in  a  sinner,  before 
which  he  never  was  in  a  good  state.  As  thus,  suppodng  a  man  in 
distress,  pursued  by  his  enemies  that  sought  his  life,  slKDuld  have 
die  gates  of  several  fortresses  set  open  before  him,  and  should  be 
called  to  from  each  of  them  to  fly  thither  for  refuge ;  and  viewing 
them  all,  and  one  appearing  strong  and  safe,  but  the  rest  insufficient, 
he  i^ould  accept  the  invitation  to  that  one,  and  fly  thither  with  this 
language,  "  This  i?  my  fortress ;  this  is  my  refuge.  In  vain  is  sal- 
vation looked  for  fit>m  othiers.  Behold  I  come  to  thee ;  this  is  my 
sure  defence."  .  Not  that  he  means  that  he  is  already  within  the 
fortress,  and  so  in  a  good  estate.  But,  this  is  my  chosen  fortress, 
in  the  strength  of  which  I  trust,  and  to  which  I  betake  myself  for 

'safety.  So  if  a  woman  were  solicited  by  many  lovers,  to  give  her* 
self  to  them  in  marriage,  and  beholding  the  superiority  of  one  to 
all  the  rest,  should  betake  herself  to  him,  with  this  language,  ^^  This 

•  is  my  husband,  behold  I  come  unto  thee,  thou  art  my  spouse ;" 
not  that  she  means  that  she  is  already  married  to  him,  but  that  he 
is  her  chosen  husband,  etc.  Thus  God  o^rs  himself  to  sinners  as 
their  Saviour,  their  God  and  Father;  and  the  language  of  the  heart 
of  him  who  accepts  the  offer  by^  faith,  is,  ^^  Thou  art  my  Saviour ; 
in  vain  is  salvation  hoped  for  firom  others :  thou  art  my  God  and 
Father."  Not  that  he  is  already  his  child,  but  he  cliuooses  him, 
and  comes  to  him,  that  he  may  be  one  of  bis  children ;  as  in  Jer. 
iii.  19,  Israel  calls  God  his  Father,  as  the  way  to  be  pvt  among  the 
children^  and  to  be  one  of  them,  and  not  as  being  one  already ;  and 
in  verses  21,  22, 23,  she  isr  not  brought  out  of  a  careless  and  secure 
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State,  by  knowing  that  the  Lord  is  her  God,  but  she  is  first  brought 
to  consideration  and  sense  of  her  sin  and  misery,  weeping  and 
supplications  for  mercy,  and  conviction  of  the  vanity  of  other  sav- 
iours and  refuges,  not  only  before  she  has  assurance  of  her  good 
estate,  but  before  she  is  brought  to  fly  to  God  for  refuge,  that  she 
may  be  in  a  good  estate. 

'<  As  to  the  instance  of  Job,  I  would  only  pbserve^  that  while  in 
his  state  of  sore  affliction,  though  he  had  some  painful  exercises  of 
infirmity  and  impatience  under  his  extreme  trials,  y^  he  was  very 
far  firom  bemg  m  such  a  firame  as  I  intended,  when  I  spoke  of  a 
Jecttre,  cardess^  carnal  frame.  I  doubt  not,,  nor  did  I  ever  ques- 
tion it,  that  the  samts'  hope  and  knowledge  of  their  good  estate,  is 
m  many  cases  of  great  use  to  help  them  against  temptation,  and  the 
exercises  of  corruption. 

**  With  regard  to  the  case  of  extraordinary  temptations  and  buf- 
fettings  of  Satan,  which  you  mention,  I  do  not  very  well  know  what 
to  say  further.  I  have  often  found  my  own  insufficiency  as  a  coim- 
sellor  in  cases,  where  melancholy  and  bodily  (Hstemper  have  so 
much  influence,  and  give  Satan  so  great  advantage,  as  appears  to 
me  in  the  case  you  menticm.  If  the  Lord  do  not  help,  whence 
should  we  help?    If  some  Christian  friends  of  such  afficted  and 

ias  it  were)  possessed  persons,  would,  fix)m  time  to  time,  pray  and 
isist  for  them,  it  might  be  a  proper  exercise  of  Chrisdan  charity, 
and  die  likeliest  way  I  know  for  reliefl  I  kept  no  copy  of  my  for- 
mer letter  to  you,  and  so  do  not  remember  fully  what  I  have  al- 
ready said  concerning  this  case.  But  this  I  have  often  found  with 
such  melancholy  people,  that  die  greatest  difficulty  does  not  lie  in 
giving  them  good  advice,  but  in  persuading  them  to  take  it.  One 
thing  I  think  of  great  importance,  which  is,  that  such  persons  should 
go  on  in  a  steady  course  of  perfinrmance  of  all  duties,  bothof  their 
general  and  particular  calling,  without  suflbring  themselves  to  be 
diverted  fix)m  it  by  any  violence  of  Satan,  or  specious  pretence  of 
his  whatsoever,  properly  ordering,  proportioning  and  timing,  all 
sorts  of  duties,  duties  to  God,  public,  private  and  secret,  and  dudes 
to  man,  relative  duties,  of  businesa  and  conversation,  family  duties, 
duties  of  fipiendsfaip  and  good  neighbourhood,  duly  proportioning 
labour  and  rest,  intentness  and  relaxadcm,  without  snaring  one 
duty  to  crowd  out  or  intrench  upon  another.  If  such  pers<His  could 
be  persuaded  to  diis,  I  think,  in  this  way,  they  would  be  best  guar- 
ded against  the  devil,  and  he  would  soonest  be  discouraged,  and  a 
good  ^ate  of  body  would  be  most  likely  to  be  gained,  and  persons 
would  act  most  as  if  they  trusted  and  rested  ia  God,  and  would  be 
most  in  the  way  of  his  help  and  blesang. 

*^  With  regard  to  what  you  write  concerning  immediate  revalations) 
I  have  thought  of  it,  and  I  find  I  cannot  say  any  thing  to  purpose, 
without  drawing  out  thir  letter  to  a  tery  extramlinary  length,  and 
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I  am  already  got  to  such  length,  that  I  had  need  to  ask  your  ex- 
cuse.    I  have  written  enough  to  tire  your  patience. 

"  It  has  indeed  been  with  great  difficulty  tliat  I  have  found  time 
to" write  much.  If  you  knew  my  extraordinary  circumstances,  I 
doubt  not,  you  would  excuse  my  not  writing  any  more.  I  acknow- 
ledge the  subject  you  mention  is  very  important.  Probably  if  Grod 
spares  my  life,  and  gives  me  opportunity,  I  may  write  largely  upon 
it.  I  know  not  how  Providence  will  dispose  of  me  ;  I  am  going 
to  be  cast  on  the  wide  world,  with  my  large  family  of  ten  children. 
— I  humbly  request  your  prayers  for  me  under  my  difficulties  and 
trials. 

"  As  to  the  state  of  religion  in  this  place  and  this  land,  it  is  at 
present  very  sorrowful  and  dark.  But  I  must,  for  a  more  particu- 
lar account  of  things,  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  M'Laurin  of 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Robe.  So,  asking  a  remembrance  in  your 
prayers,  I  must  conclude,  by  subscribing  myself,  with  much  esteem 
and  respect, 

"  Your  obliged  brother  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards."* 


*  The  PoBtBcrlpt  of  thii  letter,  under  date  of  July  ft,  1760,  is  reserved  for  a 
subeequcnt  page. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Commencement  of  Difficulties  at  Northampton. — Case  of  Disci- 
pline,— Conduct  of  the  Church. — Change,  as  to  admission  of 
members,  effected  by  Mr.  Stoddafd. — Controversy  with  Dr. 
Mather. — JLao)  mode  of  admission,  early  introduced  into  Masr 
sachusetts. — Reasons  of  its  extensive  adoption. — Mr.  Edwards 
makes  known  his  sentiments. — Violent  ferment  in  the  town. — 
Causes  of  it. — Mr.  Edwards  not  allowed  to  preach  on  the  sub- 
ject.— Publishes  "  Salifications  Jor  Communion.^^ — Toum  re- 
quest Mr.  JVilliams  and  Mr.  Clark  to  answer  Mr.  Edwards^ 
Lectures. — Difficidties  in  the  choice  of  a  Council. 

In  the  progress  of  diis  work,  we  are  now  arrived  at  one  of  tlie 
most  painful  and  most  surprising  events,  recorded  in  the  Ecclesias- 
tical history  of  New  England — ^the  separation  of  Mr.  Edwards  from 
the  Church  and  Congregation  at  Northampton.  In  detailing  die 
various  circumstances  connected  with  it,  it  is  proper,  instead  of 
uttering  reproaches,  to  present  a  statement  of  facts;  for  which,  as 
the  reader  will  see,  we  have  been  able  to  procure  abundant  mate- 
rials and  tiiose  of  the  best  character. 

Mr.  Edwards  was,  for  many  years,  unusually  happy  in  the  es- 
teem and  love  of  his  people ;  and  there  was,  during  that  period,  the 
greatest  prospect  of  his  living  and  dying  so.  So  admirably  was 
he  qualified  ibi-  Uie  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  so  faithful 
in  the  actual  discharge  of  them,  that  he  was  probably  the  last  minis- 
ter in  New  England,  who  would  have  been  tiiought  likely  to  be 
opposed  and  rejected  by  the  people  of  his  charge.  His  uniform 
kindness,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Edwards,  had  won  their  ajffection,  and 
the  exemplary  piety  of  bodi  had  secured  their  confidence ;  his  very 
able  and  original  exhibitions  of  truth  on  the  Sabbath,  had  enlight- 
ened their  understandings  and  their  consciences ;  his  published 
works  had  gained  liiui  a  reputation  for  powerful  talents,  botii  in 
Europe  and  America,  which  left  him  widiout  a  competitor,  either 
m  the  Colonies  or  the  mother  country  ;.his  professional  labours  hacf 
been  blessed  in  a  manner  wholly  singular;  he  had  been  the  means 
of  gathering  one  of  the  largest  churches  on  eaith ;  and,  of  such  of 
the  members  as  had  any  real  evidence  of  their  own  piety,  the  great 
hody  ascribed  their  conversion  to  his  instnimentality.     But  the 
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'BFent  teaches  us  the  instability  of  all  earthly  things,  and  proves  how 
incompetent  we  are  to  calculate  those  consequences  which  depend 
on  a  cause  so  uncertain  and  changeable,  as  the  Will  of  man. 

In  the  year  1744,  about  six  years  before  the  final  separation, 
Mr.  Edwards  was  informed,  that  some  young  persons  in  the  towTi, 
who  were  members  of  the  church,  had  licentious  books  in  their 
possession,  which  they  employed  to  promote  lascivious  and  obscene 
conversation,  among  the  young  people  at  home.  Upon  fartlier  en- 
quiry, a  number  of  persons  testified,  that  they  had  heard  one  and 
another  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  talk  obscenely ;  as  what  they 
were  led  to,  by  reading  books  of  this  gross  character,  wliich  they 
had  circulating  among  them.  On  the  evidence  dius  presented  to 
him,  Mr.  Edwards  thought  that  the  brethren  of  the  church  ought 
to  look  into  the  matter ;  and,  in  order  to  introduce  it  to  their  atten- 
tion, he  preached  a  Sermon  from  Heb.  xii.  15,  16,  "  Looking  dili" 
gently,  tett  any  man  fail  of  the  grace  of  God,  lest  any  root  of  biU 
iemess  springing  up  trouble  you,  and  thereby  many  be  defiled:  lest 
there  be  any  fornicator,  or  profane  person,  as  Esau,  who  for  one 
morsel  of  meat  soldjhis  birthright  J*^  After  sennon,  he  desired  the 
brethren  of  the  church  to  stop,  told  them  what  information  he  had 
received,  and  put  the  question  to  tliem  in  form.  Whether  the 
church,  on  the  evidence  before  them,  thought  proper  to  take  any 
measures  to  examine  into  the  matter?  The  members  of  the 
church,  with  one  consent  and  with  much  zeal,  manifested  it  to  be 
their  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  enquired  into ;  and  proceeded  to 
choose  a  number  of  individuals  as  a  Committee  of  Enquiry,  to  as- 
sist their  pastor  in  examining  into  the  affair.  After  this,  Mr.  Eld- 
wards  appointed  the  time  for  the  Committee  of  the  church  to  meet 
at  his  house ;  and  then  read  to  the  church  a  catalogue  of  the  names 
of  the  young  persons,  whom  he  desired  to  come  to  his  house  at 
the  same  time.  Some  of  those,  whose  names  were  thus  read,  were 
~^e  persons  accused,  and  some  were  witnesses ;  but,  through  mere 
forgetfulness  or  inadvertence  on  his  part,  he  did  not  state  to  the 
church,  in  which  of  these  two  classes,  any  particular  individual  was 
included ;  or  in  what  character,  he  was  requested  to  meet  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  as  one  of  tlie  accused,  or  as  a  witness. 

When  the  names  were  thus  published,  it  appeared  that  there 
were  but  few  of  the  considerable  families  in  town,  to  which  some 
of  the  persons  named,  either  did  not  belong,  or  were  not  nearly 
related.  Many  of  the  church,  however,  having  heard  the  names 
read,  condemned  what  they  had  done,  before  tliey  got  home  to  their 
own  houses;  and  whether  this  disclosure  of  the  names,  accompanied 
with  the  apprehension,  that  some  of  their  own  connexions  were  in- 
cluded in  the  list  of  offenders,  was  the  occasion  of  the  alteration  or 
not;  it  is  certain  that,  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  arrived,  a  great  number  of  heads  of  families  altered 
their  mind?,  and  declared  they  did  not  think  proper  to  proceed  .a^ 
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they  had  begun,  and  that  their  children  should  not  be  called  to  an 
account  in  such  a  way  for  such  conduct ;  and  the  town  was  sud- 
denly all  in  a  blaze.  This  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  accused : 
some  refused  to  appear ;  others,  who  did  appear,  behaved  with 
a  great  degree  of  insolence,  and  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
church  :  and  little  or  nothing  could  be  done  further  in  the  afiair. 

This  was  the  occasion  of  weakening  Mr.  Edwards'  hands  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry ;  especially  among  the  young  people,  with 
Avhora,  by  this  means,  he  greatly  lost  his  influence.  It  seemed  in 
a  great  measure  to  put  an  end  to  his  usefulness  at  Northampton, 
and  doubdess  laid  a  foundation  for  his  removal,  and  will  help  to  ac- 
count for  the  surprizing  events  which  we  are  about  to  relate.  He 
certainly  had  no  great  visible  success  after  tliis ;  the  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  were  cliiefly  withheld,  and  stupidity  and  worldly- 
mindedness  were  gready  increased  among  them.  That  great  and 
singular  degree  of  good  order,  sound  morals,  and  visible  religion, 
wliich  had  for  years  prevailed  at  Northampton,  soon  began  gradually 
to  decay,  and  the  young  people  ob\ioudy  became  from  that  time 
more  wanton  and  dissolute. 

Another  difficulty  of  a  far  more  serious  nature,  originated  from 
an  event,  to  which  I  have  already  aUuded.  The  church  of  North- 
ampton, like  the  other  early  churches  of  New-England,  was  formed 
on  tlie  plan  of  Strict  Communion :  in  other  words,  none  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  those  who,  after 
due  examinadon,  were  regarded  as  regenerate  persons.  Such 
was  the  uniform  practice  of  the  church,  from  its  formation,  during 
the  ministry  of  Mr.  Matlier,*  and  for  a  considerable  period  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
How  early  Mr.  Stoddard  changed  his  sentiments,on  this  subject,  it 
is  perhaps,  impossible  now  to  decide.  On  important  subjects,  men 
usually  change  their  sentiments  some  time  before  they  avow  such 
change  ;  and  clergymen  often  lead  dieir  people  gradually  and  im- 
perceptibly to  adopt  tlie  opinions,  or  the  practice,  which  they  have 
embraced,  before  they  avow  them  in  set  form  from  the  desk.  Mr. 
Stoddard  publicly  avowed  diis  change  of  his  opinions  in  1704,  when 
he  had  been  in  the  ministry  at  Northampton  thirty-two  years;  and  en- 
deavoured, at  that  time,  to  introduce  a  corresponding  change  in  the 
practice  of  die  church.  He  then  declared  himself,  in  the  language  of 
Dr.  Hopkins,  to  be  "  of  die  opinion,  diat  unconverted  persons,  consi- 
dered as  such,  had  a  right  in  die  sight  of  Grod,  or  by  his  appoint- 
ment, to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  diat  therefore  it  was 

*  Mr.  Mather^  the  first  minister,  began  to  preach  at  Northampton,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1058,  was  ordained  June  10th,  16GI,  and  died  July  24th,  16G9.  Mr. 
Stoddard  began  to  preach  there  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  M.  and  was  ordain- 
cxlScpt.  nth,  1672. 
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their  duty  to  come  to  that  ordinance,  though  they  knew  they  had 
no  true  goodness  or  evangelical  lioliness.  He  maintained,  that  vi- 
sible chnstiamty  does  not  con^st  m  a  profession  or  appearance  of 
that,  wherein  true  holiness  or  real  Christianity  consists ;  that  there- 
fore the  profession,  which  persons  make,  in  order  to  be  received  as 
visible  members  of  Christ's  church,  ought  not  to  be  such  as  to  ex- 
press or  imply  a  real  compliance  witli,  or  consent  to,  the  terms  of 
this  covenant  of  grace,  or  a  hearty  embracing  of  the  gospel :  so 
that  they  who  really  reject  Jesus  Christ,  and  dislike  the  gospel 
way  of  salvation  in  their  hearts,  and  know  that  this  is  true  of  them- 
selves, may  make  the  profession  without  lying  and  hypocrisy,"  [on 
the  principle,  that  they  regard  the  sacrament  as  a  ccmverting  ordi- 
nance, and  partake  of  it  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  conversion.] 
"  He  formed  a  short  Profession  for  persons  to  make,  in  order  to  be 
admitted  into  the  church,  answerable  to  this  principle ;  and  accord- 
ingly persons  were  admitted  into  the  church,  and  to  the  sacrament, 
on  these  terms.  Mr.  Stoddard's  principle  at  first  made  a  great 
noise  in  the  country ;  and  he  was  opposed,  as  introducing  some- 
thing contrary  to  the  principles,  and  the  practice,  of  almost  all  the 
churches  in  New-England ;  and  tlie  matter  was  publicly  contro- 
verted between  him  and  Dr.  Increase  Mather  of  Northampton. 
However,  through  Mr.  Stoddard's  great  influence  over  the  people 
of  Northampton,  it  was  introduced  there,  though  not  without  oppo- 
^tion :  by  degrees  It  spread  very  much  among  ministers  and  peo- 
ple in  that  county,  and  in  other  parts  of  New-England." 

The  first  publication  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  on  the  subject,  was  enti- 
tled, "  A  Sermon  on  the  Lord's  Supper,"  firom  Exodus  xii.  47,48, 
printed  in  the  year  1707.  In  tliis  Sermon  he  attempted  to  prove, 
"  That  Saricttfication  is  not  a  necessary  qualijication  to  partakiTig 
in  the  hordes  Supper  f^  and,  "  Thai  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  Con- 
verting Ordinance  J*''  To  this  Sermon,  a  Reply  was  given  in  1708, 
entided,  "A  Dissertation,  wherein  the  Strange  Doctrine  lately  pub- 
lished in  a  Sermon,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  encourage  Unsanc- 
tified  Persons,  while  such,  to  approach  the  Holy  Table  of  the 
Lord,  is  examined  and  confuted,  by  Increase  Mather,  D.D."*     To 


*  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  copy  of  Mr.  Stoddard's  Sermon.  From 
that  of  Mr.  Mather,  I  find  that  he  insisted  on  the  following  points :  1.  That 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  John  Baptist  judged  all  baptized  by  him  to  be 
regenerate :  2.  That,  if  unregenerate  persons  might  not  be  baptized,  the 
Pharisees  would  not  have  been  blamed  for  neglecting  baptism :  3.  That 
the  children  of  God*8  people  should  be  baptized,  who  are  grenerally  at  that 
time  in  a  natural  condition :  4.  That  a  minister,  who  knows  himself  unre- 

generate,  may  nevertheless  lawfully  administer  baptism  and  the  Lord's 
upper :  5.  That  as  unregenerate  persons  might  lawfiilly  come  to  the 
Passover,  they  may  also  come  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  if  they  have  know- 
ledge to  discern  the  Lord's  Body :  6.  That  it  is  lawful  for  unregenerate 
men  to  give  a  Testimony  to  the  Death  of  Christ ;  that  they  need  to  learn 
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this  Reply  Mr.  Stoddard  published  a  Rejoinder,  in  1709,  entitted, 
"  An  Appeal  to  the  Learned  ;  being  a  Vindication  of  the  right 
of  visible  isaints  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  though  they  be  destitute  of  a 
saving  work  of  (rod's  Spirit  on  their  Hearts ;  against  the  exceptions 
of  Mr.  Increase  Mather."*  Whether  any  reply  was  published  bjr 
Dr.  Mather,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 


what  God  teaches  in  this  ordinance,  and  to  profess  what  christians  profess, 
viz.  their  ueed  of  Christ  and  the  saving  virtue  of  his  blood :  7.  That  there 
is  no  certain  knowledge,  who  has  sanctifying  grace :  8.  That  the  opposite 
doctrine  hardens  men  in  their  unregeneracy  .*  9.  That,  if  unregenerate 
persons  have  no  right  to  the  Sacrament,  then  those  who  come  must  have 
assurance:  10.  That  no  other  country  does  neglect  thisordmance  as  we 
in  New  England ;  and  that  in  our  own  nation  at  home,  so  in  Scotlaud, 
Holland,  Denmark,  Sweedlaud,  Germany  and  France,  tliey  do  generally 
celebrate  the  memorial  of  Christ's  death. 

Dr.  Mathor,  after  stating  in  his  Preface  that,  notwithstanding  bis  errors, 
he  esteems  Mr.  Stoddard  as  a  pious  brother,  and  an  able  minister  of  the 
New  Testament,  a  serious  practical  preacher,  in  his  ministry  designing  the 
conversion  and  edification  of  the  souls  of  men;  and  that  as  such,  he  does 
and  shall  love  and  honour  him,  and  hopes  to  meet  him  where  Lvther  and 
ZuiNGLius  differ  not  in  their  opinions;  and  that  still  he  believes,  by  his 
Sermon,  he  has  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  many  of 
his  children,  and  gratified  the  spirit  of  the  world ;  proceeds  to  allege  the 
following  considerations  :  1.  That  Mr.  Stoddard's  sentiments  are  contrary 
to  many  express  passages  of  "Scripture :  2.  That  unsanctified  men  are  not 
tit  materials  for  a  Church,  and  therefore  not  for  admission  to  the  Lord's 
Supper;  and  that  in  primitive  times  none,  but  those  thought  to  be  converted*- 
were  received  into  particular  churches :  3.  That  unsanctified  persons  are 
not  in  covenant  with  God,  and  therefore  have  no  right  to  the  Seal  of  the 
Covenant :  4.  That  there  is  no  Scriptural  Promise  of  Conversion  by  the 
Sacrament :  5.  That,  if  a  Converting  Ordinance,  it  is  not  to  be  withheld 
from  the  most  profane :  6.  That  that  opinion,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
profession  and  practice  of  the  churches,  in  the  primitive  and  purest  times 
of  Christianity,  and  to  the  judgment  of  the  most  eminent  Reformers,  and 
which  agrees  with  the  doctrine  of  Papists,  and  the  looser  sort  of  Protestants,  . 
ought  not  to  be  received  among  the  churches  of  New  England :  7.  That  it 
is  impossible  for  unregenerate  persons,  while  such,  to  be  worthy  partakers 
of  the  Lord's  Table. — These  were  followed  by  an  examination,  and  at- 
tempted refutation,  of  each  of  Mr.  Stoddard's  arguments,  separately  consi- 
dered. 

*  This  Appeal  consists  of  three  parts :  I.  An  attempted  Refutation  of 
the  Arguments  of  Dr.  Mather :  IL  An  attempted  Refutation  of  the 
Arguments  of  Mr.  Vines,  Mr.  Baxter,  and  Mr.  Chamock :  HL  A  Scries 
of  direct  Arguments,  eleven  in  number,  to  prove  his  main  positions.  Of 
these  the  first  five  and  the  ninth  are  found  in  the  Sermon.  The  others  are  as 
follows:  6.  Unsanctified  men  may  attend  all  other  ordinances,  and  duties  of 
worship ;  and  therefore  the  Lord's  Supper :  7.  Some  unsanctified  persons 
are  in  externa]  covenant  with   God,***  and  therefore  may  come  to  the 

*  By  ^  some  unsanctified  persons''  in  this  and  the  following  heads,  Mr.  S. 
refers  to  those  professors  of  religion  in  good  standing,  who  in  their  own  vie\r 
aad  in  the  view  of  others  are  obviously  not  ohrietian*. 
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That  Mr.  Stoddard  sincerely  beKeved  the  principles,  which  he 
maintained,  to  be  taught  in  the  word  of  God,  cannot  be  doubted. 
He  also  declares  explicitly,  in  the  commencement  of  the  Appeal, 
that  he  does  not  maintain,  that  churches  ought  to  admit  to  their 
holy  communion  such  as  are  not,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  true  be- 
lievers ;  and  that  his  object  was  to  direct  those,  that  might  have  scru- 
ples of  conscience,  about  participation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  be- 
cause they  had  not  a  work  of  saving  conversion.* 

The  adoption  of  these  principles  by  the  people  of  Northampton, 
is  not  however  to  be  imputed  chiefly  to  the  influence  of  Mr.  Stod- 
dard. It  was  the  lax  side  of  the  question,  which  he  had  espoused ; 
the  side,  to  which  the  human  heart,  in  all  cases,  instinctively  inclines 
— that,  to  which  every  church,  unless  enlightened  and  watchful,  is 
of  course  in  danger  of  inclining.  Another  circumstance,  which 
probably  had  considerable  influence  in  persuadmg  tliat  church,  as 
well  as  many  others,  to  adopt  the  practice  in  question,  may  be 
found  in  the  unhappy  Connexion  of  Things  Spintualy  and  Secular y 
in  the  early  history  of  New-England.  So  vast  a  proportion  of  the 
first  planters  of  this  country  were  members  of  the  christian  church, 
that  not  to  he  a  church^membery  was  a  public  disgrace ;  and  no 
man,  who  had  not  this  qualification,  was  considered  capable  of  hold- 
ing any  civil  ofllce.  Tlie  children  of  the  first  planters,  also,  with 
comparatively  few  exceptions,  followed  the  example  of  their  pa- 
rents, and  enrolled  their  names  in  the  church  calendar;  and  tliere 
is  reason  to  believe,  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  possessed 
of  real  piety.  Still  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  considerable 
number  of  tliem,  on  the  whole,  were  of  a  different  character.  In 
the  third  and  fourth  generations,  the  number  of  this  latter  class  in- 
creased  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  constitute,  if  not  a  majority,  yet  a 
large  minority,  of  the  whole  population ;  but,  such  is  the  influence 

Lord's  Supper:  8.  It  is  lawful  for  some  unsanctified  persons  to  carry  them- 
selves as  saints,  and  therefore  they  may  attend  on  that  Sacrament : 

10.  Some  unsanctified  persons  convey  to  their  children  a  right  to  the  sacra- 
ment uf  Bapt ism,  and  therefore  have  a  right  to  t  he  Lord's  Supper :  11.  The 
invisible  church  cutholick  is  not  the  prime  and  principal  subject  of  the 
seal  of  the  covenant,  and  therefore  some  unsanctified  persons  have  that 
right. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  Dr.  Mather  published  a  reply  to  the  "  Appeal 
to  the  Learned."  If  he  did  not,  it  could  not  have  been  owing  to  any  in- 
herent, nor  probably  to*any  supposed,  difficulty  in  answering  the  arguments 
which  it  presents.  At  this  day  the  only  difficulty,  which  the  controversy 
can  occasion,  is  this : — How  such  arguments  could  have  satisfied  a  man  of 
po  much  acuteness  and  worth  as  Mr.  Stoddard.  But  the  distinctness,  with 
which  objects  are  seen,  depends  not  merely  on  the  light  which  shines  upon 
them :  the  eyes  also  must  be  fully  open,  and  films,  if  they  exist,  must  be 
removed. 

*  How  Mr.'  Stoddard  could  reconcile  these  and  various  similar  declara- 
tions with  his  main  principle,  probably  every  one  will  be  at  a  loss  to  ex- 
plain. 
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of  national  customs,  it  was  still  thought  as  necessary  to  a  fair  repu- 
tation, and  to  full  qualification  for  office,  to  make  a  public  proles* 
Vion  of  religion,  as  before ;  and  the  Church,  by  thus  inclosing  within 
its  pale  the  whole  rising  generation,  gathered  in  a  prodigious  number 
of  hypocrites ;  and  to  make  a  profession  of  reHgioUj  began  to  be, 
on  the  part  of  numbers,  an  act  of  the  same  import,  as  it  has  long 
been  on  the  part  of  the  civil,  military  and  naval,  officers  of  England, 
"  to  qualify ^^^  by  partakmg  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  In  this  case, 
kowever,  there  was  a  real  difficulty,  that  pressed  upon  the  con- 
science. A  profession  of  religion,  while  it  was  viewed  as  a  most 
solemn  transaction,  on  the  part  of  the  individual  making  it,  was  also 
at  first  universally  regarded  as  a  profession  of  personal  piety ;  and 
to  make  it  without  piety,  was  looked  upon  as  a  sin  of  most  aggra- 
vated character.  In  this  crisis,  when  the  only  alternative  was,  loss 
of  reputation  and  ineligibility  to  office,  or  the  violation  of  con- 
science ;  any  plan,  which  prevented  that  loss,  and  yet  c^red  a 
salvo  to  the  conscience,  must  have  met,  very  extensively,  a  wel- 
come reception.  It  is  however  far  firom  being  true,  as  Dr.  Hop- 
kins appears  to  suppose,  that  Mr.  Stoddard  was  the  first,  who  in- 
troduced this  practice  into  the  churches  of  New-England.  The 
General  Synod  of  Massachusetts,  which  met  at  Boston  in  1679, 
speak  of  the  prevalence  of  this  practice,  even  at  that  early  period, 
(twenty-six  years  before  its  introduction  into  the  church  at  North- 
ampton,) as  one  cause  of  the  Divine  judgments  on  New-England ; 
and  insist  on  a  general  reformation  in  this  respect,  as  one  means  of 
averting  those  judgments.*  Yet,'  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
discover,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  the  first,  who  publicly  advocated  this 
practice ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  unhesitating  support 
of  it,  by  a  map  of  his  excellence,  and  weight  of  character,  contri- 
buted, not  a  little,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country,  to 
satisfy  the  scruples  of  many  conscientious  minds,  and  to  introduce 
it  into  a  considerable  number  of  churches. 

At  the  setdement  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  1727,  this  alteration  in  the 


^wo  questions  were  presented  for  the  consideration  of  that  Synod :  I. 
*^  What  are  the  evils,  which  have  provoked  the  Lord  to  bring  his  judg- 
ments upon  New- England  ?'*  2.  '*  What  is  to  be  done,  that  these  evils  may 
be  refonned?"  In  answer  to  the  second  question,  the  Synod  observe,  1. 
*'  Inasmuch  as  the  present  standing  generation,  both  as  to  leaders  and  peo- 
ple, is  for  the  greater  part  another  generation  than  what  was  in  New- 
England  forty  years  ago ;  for  us  to  declare  our  adherence  to  the  Faith  and 
Order  of  the  Gospel,  according  to  what  is  from  the  Scripture  expressed  in 
the  Platfiurm  of  Church  discipline,  may  be  a  good  means  to  recover  those, 
who  have  erred  from  the  truth,  and  to  prevent  apostacy  for  the  future.-" 
12.  *^  It  is  requisite  that  persons  be  not  admitted  unto  Communion  in  the 
Lord's  Supper,  without  making  a  personal  and  pubUe  prqfestUm  of  their 
FcUt/i,  and  Repentance,  either  orally  or  in  some  other  way,  so  as  shall  be  to 
the  just  satisfaction  of  the  church;  and  that  therefore,  both  elders  and 
churches  be  duly  watchful  and  circumspect  in  this  matter.  "—Mr.  Stoddard 
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qualifications  required  for  admission  into  the  Church,  had  been  in 
operatioD  about  twenty-two  or  three  years ;  a  period,  during  which, 
the  great  body  of  the  members  of  any  church  will  be  changed. 
Thfe  lax  plan  of  admission  has  no  where  been  adopted  by  a  church, 
for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  without  introducing  a  large 
proportion  of  members  who  are  destitute  of  piety ;  and,  although 
Mr.  Stoddard  was  in  other  respects  so  faithful  a  mmister,  and  so 
truly  desirous  of  the  conversion  and  salvation  of  his  people,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  such  must  have  been  the  result  during  so  long 
a  period  in  the  Church  at  Northampton. 

"  Mr.  Edwards,"  observes  Dr.  Hopkins,  "  had  some  hesitation 
about  this  matter  when  he  first  settled  at  Northampton,  but  did  not 
receive  such  a  degree  of  conviction,  as  to  prevent  his  adopting  it 
with  a  good  conscience,  for  some  years.  But  at  length  his  doubts 
increased;  which  put  him  upon  examining  it  thoroughly,  by  search- 
ing the  scriptures,  and  reading  such  books  as  were  written  on  the 
subject.  The  result  was,  a  full  conviction  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
that  he  could  not  retain  the  practice  with  a  good  conscience.  He 
was  fully  convmced  that  to  be  a  visible  christian,  was  to  put  on  the 
visibility  or  appearance  of  a  real  christian ;  that  a  profession  of 
Christianity  was  a  profession  of  that,  wherein  real  Christianity  con- 
sists ;  and  therefore  that  no  person,  who  rejected  Christ  in  his  heart, 
could  make  such  a  profession  consistently  with  truth.  And,  as  the 
ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  instituted  for  none  but  visible 
professing  christians,  that  none  but  those  who  are  real  christians  have 
a  right,  m  the  sight  of  God,  to  come  to  that  ordinance :  and,  conse- 
quentiy,  that  none  ought  to  be  admitted  thereto,  who  do  not  make  a 
profession  of  real  Christianity,  and  so  can  be  received,  in  a  judgment 
of  charity,  as  true  friends  to  Jesus  Christ. 

"  When  Mr.  Edwards'  sentiments  were  generally  known  in  the 
spring  of  1749,*  it  gave  great  oflfence,  and  the  town  was  put  into  a 

was  a  member  of  this  convention,  and  voted  for  these  Propositions.  Mr. 
Mather,  at  the  close  of  his  Treatise,  quotes  this  result  of  the  Synod  with 
some  force ;  yet  without  directly  urfring  on  Mr.  Stoddard  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  or  even  mentioning  that  lie  was  a  member  of  that  Synod. 
Mr.  Stoddard,  in  liis  Appeal,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  having  changed 
his  sentiments,  aileges  that  a  part  of  the  Synod  proposed  to  recommend, 
thcU  personsy  previous  to  their  (tdmMon  to  the  Churchy  should  make  a 
relation  before  the  churchy  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  their  hearts  ; 
that  he  opposed  this,  and  voted  with  the  majority,  for  the  second  proposi- 
tion as  a  substitute ;  and  that  that  was  still  his  opmion. — This  statement, 
however,  does  not  relieve  the  difficulty ;  for  the  principle,  for  which  he 
actually  voted,  is  directly  inconsistent  with  that,  which  he  avows  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Lord's  Suppei ,  and  in  the  Appeal  to  the  Learned. 

*  Mr,  Edwards  divulged  his  scnliraentB  to  some  of  his  people,  several  years 
before  this;  and  in  1746  unfolded  them  clearly,  in  the  Treatise  on  Religious 
Affections;  but  they  were  not  officially  made  known  to  the  church,  nor  do  they 
appear  to  have  been  generally  known  to  the  public,  until  he  communicated 
them  freely  to  the  Standing  Committee,  in  February,  1749. 
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great  ferment ;  and,  before  be  was  beard  in  bis  own  defence,  or  it 
was  known  by  many  wbat  bis  principles  were,  tbe  general  cry  was 
to  bave  bim  dismissed,  as  wbat  would  alone  satisfy  tbem.  Tbis 
was  evident  from  tbe  wbole  tenor  of  tbeir  conduct ;  as  tbey  neg- 
lected and  opposed  tbe  most  proper  means  of  calmly  considering^ 
and  so  of  tborougbly  understanding,  tbe  matter  in  dispute,  and  per- 
sisted in  a  refusal  to  attend  to  what  Mr.  Edwards  had  to  say,  in 
defence  of  bis  principles.  From  tbe  beginning  to  tbe  end,  they 
opposed  tbe  measures,  which  bad  tbe  best  tendency  to  compromise 
and  heal  the  difficulty  ;  and  with  much  zeal  pursued  those,  which 
were  calculated  to  make  a  separation  certain  and  speedy.  He 
thought  of  preaching  on  the  subject,  that  tbey  might  know  wbat 
were  bis  sentiments,  and  tbe  grounds  of  tbem,  (of  both  which  be 
was  sensible  that  most  of  tbem  were  quite  ignorant,)  before  they 
took  any  steps  for  a  separation.  But,  that  be  might  do  nothing  to 
increase  tbe  tumult,  be  first  proposed  the  tbmg  to  the  Standing 
Conunittee  of  the  church;  supposing,  that  if  he  entered  on  tbe 
subject  publicly  with  their  consent,  it  would  prevent  the  ill  conse- 
quences, which  otherwise  be  feared  would  follow.  But  tbe  most 
of  them  strenuously  opposed  it.  Upon  which  be  gave  it  over  for 
tbe  present,  as  what,  in  such  circumstances,  would  rather  blow  up 
tbe  fire  to  a  greater  height,  than  answer  the  good  ends  proposed. 

Tbis  unhappy  state  of  feeling  in  Northampton  was  owing  to  va- 
rious causes ;  among  which  may  be  mentioned  tbe  foUowing  ; 

1.  Tbe  proposal,  m  1744,  to  investigate  tbe  conduct  of  some  of 
tbe  younger  professors  of  religion,  who  were  said  to  have  circulat- 
ed obscene  and  licentious  books  ^— a  proposal,  which  bad  been  ori- 
ginally approved  of,  and  voted,  by  tbe  whole  church  unanimously, 
and  to  accomplish  which,  they  had  at  once  appointed  a  Conmiittee 
of  inquiry;  but  to  which  many  of  tbem  became  violently  opposed, 
as  soon  as  they  feared,  that  the  discipline  of  tbe  church  might  fall 
on  tbeir  own  children : — ^had  proved, — such  is  the  nature  of  man-^ 
the  occasion  of  a  settled  hostility  to  Mr.  Edwards,  on  tbe  part  of  a 
considerable  number  of  the  most  influential  families  in  the  town* 
He,  who,  in  injuring  another,  does  violence  to  bis  own  conscience 
and  dishonour  to  religion,  finds  usually  but  one  practical  alterna- 
tive :  he  either  repents  and  acknowledges  his  sin ;  or  be  goes  on 
adding  injury  to  injury,  and  accumulating  a  more  rancorous  hatred 
against  the  person  whom  he  has  injured. 

2.  The  lax  mode  of  admitting  members  into  the  church,  bad 
prevailed  about  forty-five  years;  and  though  both  Mr.  Stoddard 
and  Mr.  Edwards  bad  been  most  desirous  of  the  prevalence  of 
vital  religion  in  tbe  church,  yet,  a  wide  door  having  been  thrown 
open  for  tbe  admission  of  unconverted  members,  as  suchj  it  cannot 
but  bave  been  tbe  fact,  that,  during  tbis  long  period,  many  uncon- 
verted members  should,  through  that  door,  have  actually  obtained 
admission  into  the  church.    In  powerful  revivals  of  reUgioQ,  it  is 
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no  easy  task..— «ven  where  the  examination  is  most  strict,  and  the 
clanger  and  guilt  of  a  false  profession  are  most  clearly  exhibited, — 
to  prevent  the  admission  of  a  considerable  number  of  unconverted 
members  into  the  church. 

3.  All  the  unconverted  members  of  the  church,  and  the  great 
body  of  the  congregation,  would  of  course  be  friendly  t^  the  lax 
mode  of  admission.      To  relinquish  it,  would  have  been,  on  their 

Eart,  to  relinquish  the  only  resting  place,  which  human  ingenuity 
ad  discovered,  in  which  an  unconverted  person  might — ^for  a  time 
at  least — remain  unconverted,  both  securely  and  lawfully. 

4.  The  lax  mode  of  admission  had  been  introduced  by  Mr. 
Stoddard,  a  man  gready  venerated  for  his  wisdom  and  piety ;  and 
a  large  majority  of  the  more  serious  members  of  the  church,  as 
weU  as  all  of  a  different  character,  regarded  it  as  unquestionably 
scriptural,  and  verily  believed  that  the  mode,  recommended  by 
Mr.  Edwards,  would  imlawfuUy  exclude  multitudes  from  the 
Lord's  Supper,  who  were  fiilly  entitled  to  partake  of  that  sacra- 
ment. 

5.  All  the  churches  in  the  county,  except  two,  and  all  the 
cler^,  except  three,  approved  of  the  lax  mode  of  admission.  Ma- 
ny of  the  clergy  also  were,  at  this  time,  very  favourably  inclined  to, 
iibe  sentiments  usually  denominated  Arminian  ;  and  very  hostile  to 
those,  of  which  Mr.  Edwards  was  known  to  be  a  champion  not 
easily  met,  with  success,  in  the  field  of  argument.  Several  of  these 
gendemen  proved  by  their  conduct,  that  they  were  not  unwilling  to 
assist  the  cause  of  disaffection  at  Nortiiampton.     One  of  them  was 

connected  bv  marriage  with  the   family  of  ,  already 

mentioned,  (a  family  of  considerable  wealth  and  influence  m  an 
adjoining  town,  which  had  long  discovered  a  personal  hostilitv  to 
Mr.  Edwards ;)  and  had  himself  entered  so  warmly  mto  their  feel- 
ings, that,  when  the  case  came  to  its  issue,  even  the  opposers  of 
Mr.  Edwards  did  not,  for  with  decency  they  could  not,  propose 
him  as  a  member  of  the  Counpil.  Another  in  an  adjoining  town 
was  a  member  of  that  family,  and  cherished  all  its  feeungs. 

6.  Another  individual  of  the  same  family,  living  in  a  town  ad- 
joining, a  kmsman  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  from  his  standing,  both 
civil  and  military,  possessed  of  considerable  influence,  was,  for  the 
six  years  previous  to  the  final  separation,  the  confidental  adviser  of 
the  disaffected  party  in  the  Church  and  congregation.  In  this 
course,  he  had  the  countenance  of  other  members  of  the  family,  of 
a  character  superior  to  his  own. 

" Mr.  Edwards,**  observes  Dr.  Hopkins,  "  was'senable  that  his 
principles  were  not  understood,  but  misrepresented,  through  the 
country;  and  finding  that  his  people  were  too  warm,  calmly  to  at- 
tend to  tiie  matter  in  controversy,  he  poposed  to  print  what  he  bad 
to  say  on  the  pomt ;  as  this  seemed  the  only  way  left  him  to  haT9 
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a  fair  hearing.  Accordingly  his  people  consented  to  put  off  calling 
a  Council,  tUl  what  he  should  write  was  published."  With  this 
view  he  began  immediately  to  prepare  a  statement  and  defence  of 
his  own  sentiments,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  about  two 
months  from  the  time  of  its  conmiencement,.  sent  it  to  the  press — 
an  instance  of  rapidity  of  composition  almost  unexampled  in  an  in- 
dividual, who  was  at  once  occupied  by  the  duties  of  an  extensive 
parish,  and  mvolved  in  the  embarrassments  of  a  most  perplexing 
controver^.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
printing  oi  the  work  was  not  completed  until  August.  It  was  enti- 
tled, **  An  Humble  Enquiry  into  the  Rules  of  the  word  of  God, 
concerning  the  Qualifications  requisite  to  a  complete  standing  and 
full  communion  in  the  Visible  Christian  Church ;"  and  contains  a 
discussion  of  the  question  agitated  between  himself  and  his  people, 
"Whether  any  persons  ought  to  be  admitted  to  fiill  communion  in 
the  Christian  Church,  but  such  as,  m  the  eye  of  a  reasonable  judg- 
ment, are  truly  christians  ?" — a  discussion  so  thorough  and  conclu- 
sive, that  it  has  been  the  standard  work  with  evangelical  divines 
from  that  time  to  the  present. 

It  was  a  very  painuil  consideration  to  Mr.  Edwards,  that,  while 
the  circumstances,  in  which  be  was  placed,  constrained  him  to  de- 
clare his  sentiments  from  the  press,  the  "  Appeal  to  the  Learn- 
ed," the  production  of  a  man  so  much  loved  and  venerated  at 
Northampton,  and  so  much  respected  throughout  New-England, 
his  own  colleague  too,  and  his  own  grand-father,  was  the  work,  and 
the  only  work  of  any  respectability,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 

Question,  which  he  should  be  obliged  publicly  to  examine  and  re- 
jte.  But  his  feelings  on  this  subject,  he  has  himself  explained. 
"  It  is  far  from  a  pleasing  circumstance  of  this  publication,  that  it  is 
against  what  my  honoured  Grand-father  strenuously  maintained, 
both  from  the  pulpit,  and  the  press.  I  can  truly  say,  on  account 
of  this  and  some  other  considerations,  it  is  what  I  engaee  in  with 
the  greatest  reluctance,  that  ever  I  undertook  any  pubhc  service 
in  my  life.  But  the  state  of  thbgs  with  me  is  so  ordered,  by  the 
sovereign  disposal  of  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  that  mv  do- 
ing this  appears  to  me  very  necessary,  and  altogether  unavoidable. 
I  am  conscious,  that  not  only  is  the  interest  of  religion  concerned 
in  this  afiair,  but  my  own  reputation,  future  usefulness,  and  my 
very  subsistence,  all  seem  to  depend  on  my  freely  opening  and  de- 
fending myself  as  to  my  principles,  and  agreeable  conduct  in  my 
pastoral  charge,  and  on  my  domg  it  from  the  press :  In  which  way 
alone,  am  I  able  to  state  and  justify  my  opinion  to  any  purpose,  be- 
fore the  country,  (which  is  full  of  noise,  misrepresentations,  and 
many  censures  concerning  this  affair,)  or  even  before  my  own  peo- 
ple, as  all  would  be  fully  sensible,  if  they  knew  the  exact  state  of 
the  case. — ^I  have  been  brought  to  this  necessity  in  Divine  Provi- 
dence, by  such  a  situation  of  afiairs,  and  coincidence  of  circum- 
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Stances  and  events,  as  I  choose  at  present  to  be  silent  about;  and 
which  it  is  not  needful,  nor  perhaps  expedient,  for  me  to  publish 
to  the  world," 

The  people  of  Northampton  manifested  great  uneasiness  in  wait- 
ing for  this  publication,  before  it  came  out  of  the  press ;  and  when 
it  was  published,  some  of  the  leading  men,  afraid  of  its  ultimate 
efiect  on  the  mmds  of  the  people,  did  their  utmost  to  prevent  its 
extensive  perusal,  and  it  was  read  by  comparatively  a  small  num- 
ber. Some  of  those  who  read  it,  of  a  more  cool  and  dispassionate 
temper,  were  led  to  doubt  whether  they  had  not  been  mistaken. 
To  prevent  a  result  so  unpropitious,  it  was  regarded  as  essentially 
important,  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards  should,  if  possible, 
be  answered ;  and  a  rumour  having  been  circulated,  that  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Lebanon,  was  preparing  a  Reply,  the  Town,  at 
their  meeting,  Nov.  9,  1749,  passed  die  toDowing  vote. 

"  Votedy  That  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hunt  be  desired  to  wait  on  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Williams,  of  Lebanon,*  and  desire  of  him  a  copy  of 
his  Notes,  that  he  is  preparing  for  the  press,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  and  principles,  which  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  last  book,  hath 
endeavoured  to  defend  and  maintain,  with  respect  to  the  admission 
of  members  mto  complete  standing  in  the  Chtu-ch  of  Christ ;  and 
voted  also,  that  the  Precinct  wiD  pay  Mr.  Hunt  what  is  reasonable 
for  his  trouble." 

On  consulting  Mr.  Williams,  it  was  found  that  his  Reply  would 
not  issue  from  the  press,  in  sufficient  season,  to  counteract  the  effect 
of  Mr.  Edwards'  Treatise ;  and  a  rumour  having  been  circulated, 
that  the  Rev.  Peter  Clark,  of  Salem  Village,  (Danvers,)  was  also 
preparing  a  Reply,  the  Town,  at  then:  meeting,  Jan.  1, 1750,  passed 
the  following  vote. 

"  Tooted  J  That  the  Committee  abovesaid  take  effectual  care  to 
employ  some  suitable  person,  that  is  going  to  Boston,  to  make  dili- 
gent enquiry  there.  Whether  Mr.  Peter  Clark,  of  Salem  "Village, 
hath  undertaken  to  answer  Mr.  Edwards'  late  book,  respecting  die 
Qualifications  of  communicants ;  and  if,  upon  enquiry,  he  can't  ob- 
tain good  evidence,  that  Mr.  Clark  hath  undertaken  to  answer  said 

♦The  half  brother  of  this  gentkraan,  the  Rev.  Elisha  Williams  of 
Wethersfield,  (Newington  parish,)  afterwards  (from  1726  to  1739)  Rec- 
tDf  oT  Yale  College,  and  afterwards  Col.  Williams  of  the  Connecticut; 
line,  in  the  attempted  expedition  against  Canada  in  1740,  began  a  reply  to- 
the  Treatise  of  Mr.  Edwards,  immediately  after  it  issued  from  the  press  ; 
but,  on  going  to  England  in  1749,  he  placed  his  papers  in  the  hands  of  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  Solomon  Williams  of  Lebanon.  This  geotloxnan  pub- 
lished his  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards,  in  1761 . 
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book,  that  then  the  person  be  desired  to  go  to  Mr.  Clark,  and  de- 
sire him  to  write  an  answer  to  said  book,  as  speedily  as  may  be,  and 
that  the  person,  improved  and  employed  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Clark, 
be  paid  and  satisfied  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  first  rrecinct." 

The  information  thus  obtained  not  proving  satisfactory^  the  sub- 
ject was  again  agitated,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  March  6,  1750, 
with  the  following  result : — ^^  After  conference,  the  question  was 
put — ^Whether  the  Precinct  desired  that  the  Rev.  mi.  Clark,  ot 
Salem  Village,  should  be  applied  to,  to  write  an  answer  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' late  book,  respecting  the  Qualifications,  necessary  in  order  to 
complete  standing  in  the  Christian  Church  ? — and  it  passed  in  the 
Affirmative ;  and  then  Major  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  was  chosen  to 
apply  to  Mr.  Clark  for  the  end  abovesaid." 

Mr.  Clark  was  a  man  of  sound  evangelical  sentiments  ^  and  Mr. 
Edwards,  feeling  the  utmost  confidence,  that  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  in  controversy  could  not  differ  materially  from  his  own,  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  frank  and  fiiendly  letter,  in  which  he  pobted  out 
themisrepresentatioBS^wiiich  had  been  made  of  his  own  principles,^ 
and  then  stated  them  in  a  clear  and  explicit  manner.*  The  con- 
sequence was  that  Mr.  Clark  declined  complying  with  the  request 
of  the  toWn. 

**  Mr.  Edwards,"  continues  Dr.  Hopkins,  "  being  senable  that 
his  Treatise  had  been  read  but  by  very  few  of  the  people,  renewed 
his  proposal  to  preach  upon  the  subject,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
brethren  of  the  church  asked  their  consent  m  the  foUowing  terms : 
"  I  desire  that  the  brethren  would  manifest  their  consent,  that  I 
should  declare  the  reasons  of  my  opinion,  relating  to  full  commu- 
nion in  the  Church,  in  lectures  appointed  for  that  end :  not  as  an 
act  of  authority,  or  as  putting  the  power  of  declaring  the  whole 
counsel  of  God  out  of  my  hands  ;  but  for  peace's  sake,  and  to  pre- 
vent occasion  for  strife.''  This  was  answered  in  the  negative. — 
He  then  proposed  that  it  should  be  left  to  a  few  of  the  neighbour- 
ing ministers.  Whether  it  viras  not,  all  tlungs  conadered,  reasonable, 
that  he  should  be  heard  in  this  matter  from  the  pulpit,  before  the 
afiair  should  be  brought  to  an  issue.  But  this  also  passed  in  the 
negative. 

"  However,  having  had  the  advice  of  the  ministers  and  messen- 
gers of  the  neighbouring  churches,  who  met  at  Northampton  to  ad- 
vise them  under  their  difficulties,  he  proceeded  to  appoint  a  Lecture, 
in  order  to  preach  on  the  subject ,  propo^ng  to  do  so  weekly,  till 
he  had  fimshed  what  he  had  to  say.  Oa  Monday  there  was  a 
society  meeting,  m  which  a  vote  was  passed  to  choose  a  committee 

*  A  long  extract  from  thu»  letter  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  page,  in  the 
preface  to  Mr.  Edwards^  Farewell  Sermon :  it  bears  date  May  7, 1760. 
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to  go  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  desire  him  not  to  preach  lectures  on  the 
subject  in  controvei^y,  according  to  his  declaration  and  appoint- 
ment ;  m  consequence  of  which  a  committee  of  three  men,  chosen  for 
this  purpose,  waited  on  him.  However,  Mr.  Edwards  thought  pro- 
per to  proceed  accordmg  to  his  proposal,  and  accordingly  preached 
a  number  of  sermons,  till  he  had  fiiushed  what  he  had  to  say  on  the 
subject.  These  lectures  were  very  thinly  attended  by  his  own 
people ;  but  great  numbers  of  strangers  from  the  neighbouring 
towns  attended  them,  so  many  as  to  make  above  half  the  congrega^ 
tion.     This  was  in  February  and  March,  1750. 

"  The  calling  of  a  decisive  Coimcil,  to  determine  the  matter  of 
difference,  was  now  more  particularly  attended  to  on  both  sides. 
Mr.  Edwards  had  before  this  insisted,  from  time  to  time,  that  they 
were  by  no  means  ripe  for  such  a  procedure :  as  they  had  not  yet 
given  lum  a  fair  hearing,  whereby  perhaps  the  need  of  such  a  coun- 
cil would  be  superseded.  He  observed,  "  That  it  was  exceed- 
ingly unbecoming  to  manage  religious  afikirs  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance in  a  ferment  and  tumult,  which  ought  to  be  managed  with 
great  solemnity,  deep  humiliation,  submission  to  the  awful  fit)wns 
of  heaven,  humble  dependence  on  God,  with  fervent  prayer  and 
supplication  to  him :  That  therefore  for  them  to  go  about  such  an 
amir  as  they  did,  would  be  greatly  to  the  dishonour  of  God  and 
religion ;  a  way  in  which  a  people  cannot  expect  a  blessmg."  Thus 
having  used  all  means  to  brmg  them  to  a  calm  and  charitable  temper 
without  effect,  he  consented  that  a  decisive  council  should  be 
called  without  any  further  delay. 

"  But  a  difficulty  attended  the  choice  of  a  council,  which  was 
for  some  time  insuperable.  It  was« agreed,  that  the  council  should 
be  mutually  chosen,  one  half  by  the  pastor,  and  the  other  half  by 
the  phurch:  but  the  people  insisted  upon  it,  that  he  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  county  in  his  choice.  Mr.  Edwards  thought  this  an 
unreasonable  restraint  on  him,  as  it  was  known  that  the  nunisters  and 
churches  in  that  county  were  almost  universally  against  him  in  the 
controversy.  He  indeed  did  not  suppose  that  the  business  of  the 
proposed  council  would  be  to  determme  whether  hb  opinion  was 
right  or  not ;  but  whether  any  possible  way  could  be  devised  for  an 
accommodation  between  pastor  and  people,  and  to  use  their  wisdom 
and  endeavour  in  order  to  effect  it.  And  if  they  (bund  this  im- 
practicable, they  must  determine,  whether  what  ought  in  justice  to 
be  done  had  already  actually  been  attempted,  so  that  there  was  no- 
thing further  to  be  demanded  by  either  of  the  parties  concerned, 
before  a  separation  should  take  place.  And  if  he  was  dismissed  by 
them,  it  would  be  their  business  to  set  forth  to  the  world  in  what 
manner  and  for  what  cause  he  was  dismissed :  all  which  were 
matters  of  great  im{K)rtance  to  him,'and  required  upright  and  imjpartial 
judges.  Now  con^dering  the  greatiofluence  a  difierence  in  religious 
opinions  has  to  prejudice  men  one  against  another,  and  the  ck)se  con- 
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nection  of  the  point,  ia  which  most  of  ministers  and  churches  in  the  coun- 
ty differed  from  him,  with  the  matter  to  be  judged  of,  he  did  notthink 
they  could  be  reasonably  looked  upon  so  impartial  judges,  as  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  wholly  left  to  them.  Besides,  he  thought  that 
the  case,  bemgso  new  and  extraordinary,  required  the  ablest  judges 
in  the  land.  For  these,  and  some  other  reasons,  which  he  offered, 
he  insisted  upon  liberty  to  go  out  of  the  county,  for  those  members 
of  the  proposed  council  in  which  he  was  to  have  a  choice.  In  this, 
the  people  strenuously  and  obstinately  opposed  him.  At  length 
ihey  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  to  a  coundl  consisting  of  die 
mnisters  and  messengers  of  the  five  neighbouring  churches ;  who, 
after  they  had  met  twice  upon  it,  and  had  the  case  largely  debated 
before  them,  were  equally  divided^  and  therefore  left  the  matter  un- 
determined. 

"  However,  they  were  all  agreed,  that  Mr.  Edwards  ought  to 
have  liberty  to  go  out  of  the  county  for  some  of  the  council.  And 
at  the  next  church  meeting,  which  was  on  the  26th  of  March,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards offered  to  job  with  them  in  calling  a  council,  if  they  would  con- 
sent that  h^  should  choose  two  of  the  churches  out  of  the  county,  in 
case  the  council  consisted  of  but  ten  churches.  The  church  how- 
ever refused  to  comply  with  this,  at  one  meeting  after  another  re- 
peatedly; and  proceeded  to  warn  a  church  meeting  and  choose  a 
moderator,  in  order  to  act  without  their  pastor.  But,  to  pass  by 
many  particulars,  at  length,  at  a  meeting  of  the  church,  warned 
by  their  pastor,  May  3d,  they  voted  their  consent  to  his  proposal  of 
going  out  of  the  county  for  two  of  the  churches  that  should  be  ap- 
plied to.  And  they  then  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  the  ten  min- 
isters and  churches,  of  which  the  council  should  consist." 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Mr.  Edwards*  awn  JVarrative. — History  of  his  own  Opinions  as 
to  the  point  in  Controversy. — Consequences  of  declaring  them. 
— Proposal  to  preach  rg'ected  by  Committee. — Proposal  to  pub^ 
lish  — First  movement  of  the  Precinct ^  Oct.  16. — First  meeting 
of  the  Church,  Oct.  22.— Meeting  and  Votes  ofJJo.  JSTov.  20. — 
Jtteply  of  Mr.  EdvHirds. — Meeting  of  Precinct,  Dec.  7. — Meet^ 
ing  of  Churchy  Dec.  11. — Letter  of  Mr.  Edwards. — Prepara- 
tory Council  agreed  on,  Dec.  12. 

Having  given  this  very  brief  sketch  of  the  events,  which  led  to 
the  separation  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  people,  and  chiefly  in  the 
words  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the 
facts ;  I  shall  now  present  to  the  reader  a  more  enlarged  account  of 
these  events,  as  detailed  m  the  private  Journal,  kept  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, during  this  interesting  period  of  his  life. 

JOURNAL. 

"  I  have  had  difficulties  in  my  mind,  for  many  years  past,  with 
regard  to  the  admbsion  of  members  into  the  Church,  who  made 
no  pretence  to  real  godliness.  These  gradually  increased,  and  at 
length  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  found  I  could  not  with  an  ea^  con- 
science, be  active  in  admitting  any  more  members  in  our  former 
maimer,  without  better  satisfaction.  In  consequence  of  this,  I  de- 
termined more  closely  to  apply  myself  to  an  enquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  search  the  Scriptures,  and  read,  and  examine  such  books 
as  were  written  to  defend  the  admission  of  persons  to  the  sacra- 
ments, without  a  profession  of  saving  faith.  And  by  reading  and 
study,  I  ibund  myself  more  strengthened  in  my  reasons  to  the  con- 
trary. On  which  I  came  to  this  determination,  that  if  any  person 
should  offer  to  come  bto  the  church  without  a  profession  of  godli- 
ness, I  must  decline  being  active  in  his  admission ;  which,  I  was 
sensible,  would  occasion  much  uneasiness  and  public  noise  and  ex- 
citement. However  I  came  to  this  resolution,  that  I  would  still 
continue  a  diligent  search,  improving  the  opportunity  which  Divine 
Providence  should  give  me  to  that  end,  until  somebody  should  offer 
to  come  into  the  church,  fh)m  time  to  time  weighing  the  matter, 

Vol.  I.  40 
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with  renewed  consideration  and  enquiry.  But  withal  I  judged, 
that  it  would  not  be  best  wholly  to  conceal  my  difficulties  until  then, 
lest  some  mconveniences  should  arise ;  and  particularly  I  thought 
of  this,  that  if  some  person  should  offer  to  come  into  the  church, 
whom  my  principles  would  oblige  me  to  reject,  and  should  give  no 
intimation  of  these  my  principles  imtil  then,  it  might  be  suspected 
that  I  rejected  the  person  from  personal  prejudice,  and  that  my  al- 
leging scruples  of  conscience  was  only  to  cloak  my  ill-will.  Hence 
I  took  some  opportunities,  some  years  ago,  freely  and  openly  to 
express  my  opinion  before  several  of  our  people ;  which  occaaoned 
it  to  be  talked  of  among  many  in  this  town,  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  land.  I  also  designedly  gave  some  intimations  of  my  notions 
of  Visible  Christians,  in  my  work  on  Religious  Affections  ; 
but  was  aware,  that  when  I  came  to  be  necessitated  to  act  upon 
my  principles,  and  on  this  foot  decline  admitting  any  who  should 
oflfer  themselves  to  be  received  to  the  communion,  this  would 
occasion  a  more  general  noise  and  tumult ;  and  therefore  I  deter- 
mined, if  I  lived  to  h;ive  such  occasion,  that  I  would  in  the  first, 
go  and  freely  and  fully  declare  the  matter  to  Col.  Stoddard. 
But  it  was  so  ordered,  that  no  person  offered  to  Join  the  church  for 
several  years,  and  not  till  after  the  CoPs.  death.* 

"  But  some  time  the  last  of  December,  (1748,)  a  young  man,' 
who  was  about  to  be  married,f  came  and  offered  to  come  into  the 
church.  I  told  him  my  opinion.  He  told  me  that  he  hoped  he 
could  make  such  a  profession  as  that  I  insbted  on,  and  would  take 
the  matter  mto  consideration.  After  some  conversation,  it  was 
agreed,  that  I  diould  draw  up  a  profession  of  religion,  which  he 
might  see,  when  he  should  come  again.  Accordingly  I  did  so  ; 
and  when  he  came  again  I  showed  him  the  profession  I  had  drawn, 
but  told  him  I  should  not  in^t  upon  a  profession  in  those  words* 
He  might  draw  one  himself  in  his  own  words ;  and,  if  the  more 
essentisd  things  of  true  religion  were  contained  in  it,  I  should  be  con- 
tent. He  desired  time  for  farther  consideration,  and  accordingly  I 
let  him  have  the  profession  I  had  drawn  to  consider  of.  He  after- 
wards came  again,  and  returned  the  profession  I  had  drawn,  apd 
manifesited  that  at  present  he  declined  coming  mto  the  church  in 
this  wa^,  inasmuch  as  though  he  hoped  he  coidd  make  a  professioD 
of  godlmess,  he  did  not  thmk  that  he  was  obliged  to  make  it  in 
order  to  admission  into  the  church.  The  report  of  this  soon  made 
great  unea^ess  in  the  town. 

<^  Some  time  in  February,  1749, 1  declared  the  matter  fully  to 


*  Col.  Stoildard  died  Judo  19, 1748. 

t  In  places  where  the  lax  method  of  admission  to  the  church  has  prevailed  in 
New  England,  it  has  been  the  usual  practice,  for  persons  about  to  be  married, 
to  unite  themselTM  to  the  church,  for  the  baptism  of  their  children. 
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the  Committee  of  the  church,  and  proposed  it  to  them  whether 
they  were  willing  that  I  should  deliver^e  reasons  of  ray  opinion 
firom  the  pulpit.  This  was  strenuously  oppoeetT  by  several ;  one 
or  two  spoke  in  favour  of  my  preachuig  on  the  sul^ect}  but  the 
{prevailing  voice  seemed  to  be  zealously  against  it.  Yet  the  neces- 
sity of  the  church  being  in  some  way  informed  of  the  reasons  of  my 
o{Hnion,  seemed  to  be  allowed  by  all ;  and  therefore  those,  who 
opposed  my  preachmg,  proposed  my  printing  my  reasons,  and  do- 
ing it  with  all  speed.  And  although  diere  was  no  note  taken,  this 
seemed  to  be  me  general  conclusion,  that  they  must  be  informed 
of  my  reasons  6x>m  the  press.  Accordmgly  I  applied  myself,  with 
all  diligence,  to  prepare  something  for  the  press. 

"After  this,  a  young  woman*  came  to  my  house,  to  join  with  the 
church,  having  heard  of  my  opinion ;  the  town  by  this  time  being 
full  of  talk  of  it,  and  noise  about  it.  I  mentioned  to  her  my  opinion 
concemii^  the  qualifications  of  communicants.  She  told  me  she 
bad  heard  of  it,  but  hoped  she  could  make  such  a  profession  as  I 
required.  Then,  upon  enquiry,  she  gave  me  a  hopeful  account  of 
her  religious  experience,  and  the  operations  of  Divine  grace  upon 
her  mind;  and  manifested  herself  ready  publicly  to  make  a  pro- 
fession of  religion,  agreeably  to  what  she  had  now  professed  in 
{Novate.  I  then  desired  her  to  prepare  for  examination  widi  re- 
spect to  her  doctrinal  knowledge,  and  to  come  to  me  again,  and  I 
would  draw  up  a  profession,  agreeably  to  what  she  had  expressed 
to  me,  against  she  came  again.  I  accordmgly  did  so.  After  some 
time  she  came  again,  and  I  read  to  her  what  I  had  drawn  up.  She 
declared  herself  ready  to  own  that  profession,  but  said  that  she  was 
afiraid,  by  what  she  had  heard,  that  there  would  be  a  tumult,  if  she 
came  into  the  church  in  that  way,  and  she  did  not  desire  to  be  the 
occasion  of  a  tumult  by  commg  into  the  church.  I  asked  her  if 
she  would  be  willing,  publicly  to  make  such  a  profession,  if  the 
Ck)mmiUee  of  the  Church  would  consent  to  it.  She  said  she 
would. 

"  Now  I  perceived  so  great  a  ferment  in  the  town,  tliat  I  was 
satisfied  it  was  not  best  to  preach  upon  the  subject,  for  the  present  ^ 
and  supposed  it  probable  there  would  be  no  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  cahnness  or  attention,  before  what  I 
was  writing  on  the  subject  was  published.  I  therefore  prosecuted 
my  writing  with  the  utmost  possible  diligence. 

"  About  the  middle  of  April,  I  called  the  Committee  together 
and  informed  them,  that  as  they  seemed  to  wish,  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, that  I  should  print  the  reasons  of  my  opinion,  so  I  had  laboured 
much  upon  the  matter,  and  had  almost  prepared  something  for  the 
press.      And  as  they  chose  that  I  should  print,  so  I  now  chose  it 


*  Mary  Ilulbcrt. 
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also ;  since  I  had  laboured  so  far  in  it,  and  might  probably  say  to 
this  purpose,  as  I  am  inforSied  I  did,  "  that  the  frame  of  people's 
minds  was  now  such,  that  they  would  be  likely  to  hear  m  a  great 
ferment,  if  I  should  now  preach  on  the  subject."  But  told  them 
widial,  "  that  the  people  ought  not  to  proceed  to  vote  for  a  separa- 
tion, until  they  were  informed  of  my  reasons  in  some  way  or  other." 
To  this,  one  of  them  replied,  "No,  that  would  be  unreasonable;" 
and  nobody  said  any  thing  to  the  contraiy  ;  but  all  seemed  to  ac- 
quiesce in  what  I  proposed,  and  in  waituig  for  my  reasons  from  the 
press. 

"I  then  mentioned  to  them  the  case  of  the  young  woman  afore- 
said, who  desired  to  come  into  the  church,  and  read  to  them  the 
profession  of  religion  she  had  manifested  herself  ready  to  make,  and 
asked  them  whether  they  were  willing,  that  she  should  make  such  a 
profession  publicly,  rather  than  be  kept  out ;  the  case  being  as  it 
was,  that  I  could  not  in  conscience  be  active  in  admitting  persons, 
without  a  public  profession  of  godliness.  One  or  two  spoke  for  it, 
but  others  objected  agamst  it,  sajring  that  for  the  church  to  consent 
to  this,  was  giving  up  the  case,  or  to  that  purpose.  I  told  them  that 
I  thought  that  the  church  would  nevertheless  have  the  same  advan- 
tage to  insist  on  my  receiving  those,  who  could  not  make  such  a 
profession,  and  that  I  was  then  willing  to  become  engaged,  never 
to  make  use  of  it  as  a  precedent ;  and  for  their  farther  security,  I 
ofiered  them  a  written  promise,  in  the  following  words : 

"  I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  signify  and  declare,  to  such  as  it 
may  concern,  that  if  my  people  will  wait,  until  the  book  I  am  pre- 
paring relative  to  the  admission  of  members  into  the  church,  is  pub- 
lished, I  will  resign  the  ministry  over  this  church,  if  the  church 
desires  it,  after  they  have  had  opportunity  pretty  generally  to  read 
my  said  book,  and  after  they  have  first  asked  advice  of  a  Council 
mutually  chosen,  and  followed  their  advice,  with  regard  to  the 
regular  steps  to  be  taken  previous  to  their  vote :  The  following 
things  also  being  provided,  viz.  That  none  of  the  brethren  be  ad- 
mitted to  vote  in  this  afiair,  but  such  as  have  either  read  my  said 
book,  or  have  heard  from  the  pulpit  what  I  have  to  say  in  defence 
of  the  doctrine,  which  is  the  subject  of  it ;  that  the  Society  will 
engage  that  I  shall  be  freed  fi-om  all  rates ;  and  that  a  regular 
Council  do  approve  my  thus  resigning  my  pastoral  office  over  this 
church. 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 

''J>rarthampt(m,  April  13,  1749." 

"  But  still,  when  the  afiair  of  the  admission  came  to  be  put  to 
vote,  there  were  but  three  out  of  fifteen  who  voted  for  it. 

"  Soon  after,  I  sent  my  book  to  the  printer,  urging  him  very 
much  not  to  delay  the  printing.     Accordingly,  the  impression  was 
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very  speedily  begun,  even  before  the  printing  of  the  proposals  for 
subscription.  From  time  to  time,  I  renewedly  lu-ged  the  printer  to 
hasten  the  impression,  and  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Foxcroft  to  do  his  ut- 
most to  forward  it ;  who  accordingly  did  so,  as  he  informed  me. 

"  Some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  people  grew  very  un- 
easy, supposmg  that  the  printing  was  needlessly  delayed;  and 
therefore,  they  of  themselves  called  a  meetmg  of  the  members  of 
the  church,  or  at  least  of  many  of  them,  to  determme  whether  to 
wait  any  longer  for  my  book.  And,  as  I  was  informed,  after  some 
discourse  on  the  matter,  they  determined  that  Col.  Dwight,*  who 
was  going  the  next  week  to  Boston,  should  make  enquiry  whether 
the  book  was  likely  to  be  speedily  finished,  and  send  word. 

"  Col.  Dwight,  when  he  returned  from  Boston,  about  the  middle 
of  August,  brought  a  number  of  the  books  with  him,  and  about 
twenty  of  them  were  dispersed  in  the  town.  After  this,  there 
seemed  to  be  less  noise  in  the  town,  until  some  time  in  October. 

"On  the  Sabbath,  Oct.  15th,  I  stayed  the  Chiu-ch,  and  proposed 
our  settmg  apart  a  day  for  fasting  and  prayer ;  and  put  the  matter 
to  vote,  in  the  foDowing  word^— "  That  a  day  be  set  apart  for  sol- 
emn fasting  and  prayer^  to  pray  to  God  that  he  would  have  mercy 
on  this  church,  under  its  present  dark  and  sorrowful  circumstances ; 
that  he  would  forgive  the  sins  of  both  minister  and  people ;  that 
he  would  make  us  to  be  of  a  right  spirit,  and  enlighten  us  all,  that 
we  may  know  what  the  mind  and  will  of  God  is ;  diat  that  which  is 
a^eeable  to  his  will,  and  that  alone,  may  be  established ;  and  that 
God  would  restojre  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  church." — ^This  was 
voted  by  a  general  concurrence.  Then  I  proposed  that  the  ser- 
vices oi  the  day  should  be  carried  on  by  some  of  the  neighbouring 
ministers,  as  supposing  that  their  services  would  be  more  accepta- 
ble, and  less  liable  to  suspicion,  than  mine.  I  particularly  propos- 
ed Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley,  and  Mr. 
Judd  of  West-Hampton,;  they  being  nearest. 

"  There  being  now  several  persons  in  tlie  town,  who  privately 
made  a  credible  profession  of  godliness,  who  were  not  in  the 
church,  and  hitherto  had  been  kept  out  of  it, — ^the  committee  of 
the  church  having  disallowed  of  their  admission  in  the  way  of 
making  such  a  profession  publicly,  as  aforesaid, — ^therefore  I  now 
made  a  proposal  to  the  church,  in  the  following  words : — "  TTiaj 
those  ministers,  who  shall  be  called  to  assist  at  the  fast,  be  sought 
to  for  advice,  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  such  persons,  as  are 
able  and  willing  to  make  a  credible  professioil  of  true  godliness ; 
not  that  either  minister  or  people  should  be  bound  by  their  advice, 
to  any  thing  contrary  to  their  consciences ;  but  to  see  if  they  can- 
not feid  out  some  way,  in  which  these  persons  may  be  admitted, 
consistent  with  a  good  conscience  in  both  the  pastor  and  church, 

*  The  grand-father  of  President  Dwight. 
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which  may  be  proceeded  m  for  the  present,  until  our  present  un- 
happy controversies  can  be  brought  to  an  issue." — Some  objections 
were  made  against  this — ^particularly,  that  it  was  high  time  that  the 
whole  affair  was  brought  to  an  issue,  with  regard  to  the  admission 
of  others,  as  well  as  of  those  who  stood  ready  to  make  a  profession 
of  godliness.  But  he  who  made  the  objection,  afterwards  explain- 
ed himself  only  to  mean,  that  some  course  ought  speedOy  to  be  ta- 
ken to  prepare  things  for  an  issue ;  and  particularly,  that  advice 
should  be  asked  concerning  measures  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  the 
people  being  generally  mformed  of  my  reasons  for  my  opinion  re- 
specting Qualifications  for  lull  communion  in  the  church :  the  peo- 
ple being  now  m  no  way  to  be  informed,  there  being  but  few  oi  my 
books  in  the  town,  and  that  they  had  not  been  generally  read,  and 
were  not  likely  to  be,  at  least  for  a  very  long  time,  which  o^ers 
confirmed.  He  therefore  proposed,  that  some  of  the  neighbour- 
ing ministers  should  be  consulted,  with  regard  to  a  proper  course  to 
be  taken  by  the  church,  in  order  to  a  proper  information  of  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  that  things  might  be  speedily  ripened  for 
an  issue. 

^^  Upon  this,  some  oiOfered  it  as  their  opinion,  that  I  had  better 
deliver  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  from  the  pulpit.  Others  object- 
ed against  it ;  and  it  was  alleged  by  some,  that  there  had  been  suf- 
ficient information  of  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  already,  or  to  that 
purpose,  ihdi  the  leading  part  of  the  Church  had  read  my  book,  or 
most  of  the  leading  men  in  the  church,  and  that  it  was  therefore 
time  that  a  Council  was  called,  to  bring  the  controversy  to  an  issue. 
I  then  made  the  Church  this  ofier,  1  haty  if  thev  insisted  upon  «V, 
i  would  not  oppose  a  Council  being  caUedj  whch  should  give  us 
advice  in  our  affairs  in  general^  and  which  should  have  power ^  if 
they  saw  fit y  to  bring  our  whole  controversy  to  an  issue  ;  though  I 
couJd  not  advise  to  it,  as  not  suppo^g  tne  stiite  of  tUngs  to  be 
ripe  for  it. — ^The  people  appearing  to  be  of  very  different  minds, 
about  the  matters  which  had  been  discoursed  of,  they  were  refer- 
red for  further  consideration  to  the  next  Sabbath,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  Fast  should  not  be  until  the  Thursday  fdlowmg  that 
Sabbath. 

"The  next  day  being  Monday,  Oct.  16,  a  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Precinct  drew  up  and  signed  the  following  writing, 
directed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct,  viz. 

"To  tlie  Precinct  Committee  for  the  first  Precinct  in  Northampton : 

"We,  the  subscribers,  deare  that  there  may  be  a  Precinct  meet- 
ing as  quick  as  may  be,  for  the  Precinct  to  take  into  consideration 
Mr.  Edwards'  doctrine,  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  members 
into  full  communion  into  the  church. 

"  1.  We  desire  that  Mr.  Edwards,  by  the  Precinct,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee which  the  Precinct  shall  appoint,  may  be  fnendlily  and  in  a 
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christian  manner  treated  with,  and  entreated  to  recede  or  come  back 
firom  his  principles,  which  he  has  pretended  to  maintain  in  his  late 
book,  against  his  own  practice,  and  Mr.  Stoddard's  practice  and 
.principles,  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  church  members :  which, 
if  he  refuses, 

"  2,  To  see  if  the  Precinct  will  come  into  his  notions  or  princi- 
ples, about  the  adnussion  of  church  members :  which,  if  the  town 
refuse, 

^'  3.  Then  to  determine  whether  the  Precinct  do  not  think  that 
it  wiU  be  more  for  the  honour  of  (Jod,  and  more  likely  to  promote 
the  interests  of  religion,  and  peace  and  comfort  in  the  Precinct,  to 
endeavour  after  a  separation,  or  any  thing  else,  which  the  Precinct 
shall  see  cause  to  come  into :  which  we  desire  may  be  done  in  the 
most  friendly  and  christian  manner  possible. 

"John  Hunt,  Gad  Lyman,  Ephraim  Wright,  Josiah  Pomeroy, 
Jonathan  Strong,  Jr.,  J(^  Lyman,  James  Lyman,  Jonathan  Hunt, 
Joseph  Wright,  Gideon  Lyman,  Seth  Pomeroy. 

''/farthamptan,  Oct.  16,  1749." 

"  Accordingly  the  committee  issued  a  warrant,  in  terms  agree- 
able to  this  demand,  and  a  Precinct  meeting  was  warned  to  be  on 
the  very  next  Thursday,  and  it  was  convened  on  the  day  appointed, 
yiz«  Thursday,  Oct.  19.  At  the  meeting  it  was  moved  and  insisted 
on  by  some,  that  it  should  be  put  to  vote,  Whether  I  should  not  be 
desired  to  deliver  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  from  the  pulpit^  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  there  being  several,  who  objected 
against  proceeding  on  the  business  specified  in  the  warrant,  that  it 
was  very  improper,  seeing  we  had  agreed  upon  a  day  of  fasting  and 

i)rayer,  to  seek  light  firom  God,  that  such  steps  shoidd  be  taken  be- 
bre  that  day  was  passed,  the  meeting  was  therefore  adjourned  for 
a  fortnight. 

"  The  next  Sabbath,  Oct.  22,  the  Church  was  stayed,  accord- 
ing to  the  Sabbath  before,  and  it  was  proposed  that  there  should  bo 
some  farther  discourse,  on  what  had  been  proposed  the  preceding 
Sabbath,  concerning  asking  the  advice  of  neighbouring  ministers, 
about  the  admission  of  such  persons,  as  stood  ready  to  make  a  pro- 
fession of  godliness,  into  the  church,  without  delaying  until  our  whole 
controversy  should  be  brought  to  an  issue.  It  was  urged,  that  it 
was  uncertain  whether  our  afiiiirs,  in  general,  could  be  brought  to  a 
speedy  issue ;  that,  if  a  council  should  be  called  which  should  have 
the  power  to  issue  them,  it  was  uncertain  whether  they  would  think 
it  best  immediately  to  put  them  to  an  issue ;  and  particularly  that 
it  was  questionable,  whether  they  woidd  think  our  aflairs  ripe  for 
an  issue,  until  the  generality  of  the  church  had  either  read  or  heard 
the  reascxis  of  my  opinion  and  conduct,  with  regard  to  the  admis- 
sion of  members.  Then  it  was  said  bv  one  of  the  brethren,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  see  whether  the  church  would  agree  to  what 
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I  had  proposed,  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  those  persons; 
inasmuch  as  the  church  had  never  yet  passed  any  vote  upon  it, 
however  it  had  indeed  been  negatived  bv  the  church  committee* 
Yet  it  was  time  enough  to  ask  advice  of  ministers,  when  it  was 
seen  that  the  church  and  pastor  could  not  agree.  Whereupon  it 
was  put  to  vote,  Whether  the  church  would  allow  those^  who  were 
able  and  willing  to  make  a  profession  of  godliness^  to  be  admitted 
into  the  churchy  in  the  way  of  publicly  making  such  a  profession^for 
the  present^  till  our  controversy  could  be  brought  to  an  issue  ;  and 
there  were  but  few  votes  for  it.  Then  the  forementioned  proposal 
was  put  to  vote,  viz.  To  ask  advice  of  neighbouring  ministers^  con- 
cerning this  matter  ;  and  for  this  also  there  were  but  few  votes. 

Then  another  thing  was  propjosed  to  the  Church,  viz.  That  the 
Church  would  manifest  their  imlingness^  that  J  should  declare  the 
reasons  of  my  opinion  from  the  pulpit;  seeing  it  was  a  thing,  that 
seemed  to  be  acknowledged,  and  not  disputed,  that  the  members 
of  the  church  in  general  had  not  been,  nor  were  likely  to  be,  in- 
formed of  my  reasons  in  any  other  way ;  and  that  it  was  most 
reasonable,  that  they  should  be  informed,  before  they  proceeded  to 
act  any  thing,  as  determining  whether  I  should  be  cast  out  of  my 
pastoral  office,  it  bemg  an  affidr  of  vast  consequence -to  me  and  my 
family.  I  told  them  that  I  asked  a  manifestation  of  their  consent, 
not  because  I  doubted  of  my  right  to  preach  what,  I  was  satisfied, 
was  the  counsel  of  God,  without  asking  their  consent ;  but  I  chose 
to  proceed  in  the  most  peaceable  manner  possible,  and  in  that  way 
that  would  tend  most  to  prevent  occasion  of  strife.  After  very 
much  said  against  it  by  many  of  the  brethren,  it  was  put  to  vote  in 
the  following  words : — "  i  desire  that  the  brethren  would  manifest 
their  consent^  that  I  should  declare  the  reasons  of  my  opinion^  re-- 
lating  to  Full  Communion  in  the  Churchy  in  JLectures  appointed 
for  that  endj  not  as  an  act  of  authority^  or  as  putting  the  power  of 
declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God  out  of  my  handsj  but  for  the 
sake  of  peaccj  and  to  prevent  occasions  ofstrife.^^ — ^It  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Then  I  told  the  Church,  that  cme  thing  yet  remained,  which  I 
desired  of  them,  viz.  That  it  should  be  left  to  a  few  of  the  neigh* 
bouring  ministers^  whether  it  be  noty  all  things  considered^  reasona- 
ble,  that  I  should  be  heard  in  this  matter  from  the  pulpit,  before  the 
present  affair  should  be  brought  to  an  issue  ?  Some  things  were 
objected  with  much  strenuousness  against  it ;  and  I  was  charged 
wrth  very  much  abusing  the  church,  by  my  management  with  respect 
to  the  admission  of  members.  One  said,  that  if  I  preached^ my 
opinion,  somebody  else  ought  to  be  allowed  to  preach  against  it. 
I  replied,  that  my  business  was  to  defend  my  own  opinion :  the 
brediren  might  use  what  means  they.pleased,  for  the  defence  of  the 
contrary  opmion,  or  to  that  purpose.     After  much  said  by  many  of 
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the  bretliren,  the  leavmg  this  matter  to  neighbouring  ministers,  was 
put  to  vote,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

"The  next  Thursday,  Oct.  26,  we  had  our  fast,  according  to 
appointment.* 

"  The  next  week,  on  Thursday,  Nov.  2,  1749,  the  Precinct 
met  agam,  according  to  their  adjournment,  and  chose  a  committee 
of  nine,  to  confer  with  me,  and  consider  what  measures  are  proper 
to  be  taken,  in  order  to  issue  the  dispute  between  me  and  my  peo 
pie,  concerning  Qualifications  fen*  fuU  communion  in  the  church,  or 
to  diat  purpose ;  and  then  adjourned  themselves  to  Thursday,  the 
week  following.  The  same  committee  came  to  me  the  next  day, 
and  told  me  for  what  they  were  chosen  by  the  Precinct,  and  asked 
me  whether  I  had  any  measures  to  propose.  I  told  them,  that  I 
had  ahready  proposed  what  I  supposed  to  be  reasonable  ;  in  that, 
in  the  first  place,  I  had  proposed,  that  my  people  should  give  me  a 
fair  hearing  of  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  from  the  pulpit,  and  that 
they  should  previously  manifest  their  consent  to  it ;  seeing  that 
such  previous  manifestation  of  consent,  woidd  so  evidently  tend  to 
peace,  and  to  prevent  tumults  or  ferments ;  and  secondly,  that  when 
they  had  refused  this,  I  had  proposed,  that  it  should  be  left  to  some 
of  the  neighbouring  ministers.  Whether  it  was  not  reasonable  that 
they  should  comply  with  this  proposal.  And  I  told  the  committee, 
that  I  still  insisted  upon  it  as  a  reasonable  thing,  that  they  should 
consent  to  hear  my  reasons  from  the  pulpit,  and  told  them  withal,  that 
they  might,  if  tliey  pleased,  use  means  to  know  what  could  be  said 
on  the  other  side.  They  might  either  employ  ministers  to  preach 
against  it  m  my  pulpit,  or  they  might  get  whom  tliey  pleased  to 
write  and  publish  his  reasons  against  it. 

They  then  told  me  that,  before  they  came,  they  had  agreed  to 
make  me  this  oflfer,  viz.  "  That  if  I  would  consent  to  it,  they  would 
endeavour  to  bring  the  Precinct  to  yield,  thaf  1  should  preach  in 
defence  of  my  opinion,  either  on  Lectures  appointed  for  thai  end, 
or  on  the  Sabbath,  as  J  pleased  ;  provided  I  would  first  draw  out 
each  sermon,  that  I  intended  to  preach,  at  large  in  a  legible  charac-- 
ter,  and  sive  it  to  them,  and  give  them  opportunity  to  carry  it  to 
some  minister,  that  he  might  see  it,  and  prepare  an  answer  to  it,  be-- 
fore  I  delivered  it;  and  that  then  I  might  deliver  it,  if  I  would  con^ 
sent  that  he  should,  from  the  pulpit,  deliver  his  answer  immediately 
after  ii^  I  told  them,  that,  "  at  present,  I  could  not  think  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  comply  with  this  proposal,  unless  it  were  also  allowed, 
thai  I  should  beforehand  see  the  discourse  of  my  antagonist,  as  he 
was  to  see  mine,  that  I  might  stand  on  even  ground  unth  him.^^ 

"  I  then  gave  them  some  reasons,  why  I  thought  it  not  a  regular 
proceeding,  for  the  Precinct  to  take  the  consideration  and  manage- 


*  A  blank  was  left  here  in  the  MS.  probably  to  give  some  accoant  of  thii 
fast,  but  it  was  not  filled  up. 
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n\ent  of  this  Ecclesiastical  affair  into  their  hands,  in  die  manner 
they  had  done.  But  they  insisted  on  it,  that  it  was  not  irregular. 
They  then  went  away  without  concluding  any  thing. 

"  The  next  Monday,  Nov.  6,  the  Committee  met  again  by  them- 
selves, at  another  house,  and  concluded  upon,  and  drew  up,  tlie 
following  report : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Conmiittee,  chosen  by  the  first  Precinct 
of  Northampton,  to  concert  what  measures  are  proper  for  said 
Precinct  to  take,  in  order  to  issue  the  dispute,  between  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Edwards,  minister  of  said  Precinct,  and  the  Precinct,  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  persons  to  complete  standing  in  the  Christian 
Church ;  said  Committee  determined  to  report,  that  they  judge  that 
it  is  expedient,  that  the  Precinct  endeavour  that  there  may  be  a 
meeting  of  the  Church  in  said  Precinct,  to  see  if  the  Church  will 
apply  to  some  of  the  neighbouring  ministers,  for  their  advice  and  coun- 
sel, respecting  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  Church  in  the  said  af- 
fair }  which  application  to  the  ministers  aforesaid,  said  Committee 
judge  the  best  expedient  in  the  present  difiiculty ;  which  conclu- 
sion the  Committee  came  into  unanimously,  having  previously  con- 
ferred with  Mr.  Edwards,  that  they  might  the  better  determine 
what  would  conduce  to  the  end  aforesaid.' 

"  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  John  Clark,  Joseph  Wright,  Noah  Cook, 
Samuel  Mather,  Noah  Wright,  Ebenezer  Hunt,  Seth  Pomeroy, 
Joseph  Hawley. 

'' J^orthampton,  JVov.  6,  1749." 

"This  writing  was  shown  to  me  by  one  of  their  number,  the 
Wednesday  following,  on  the  evening  before  the  Precinct-meeting, 
to  which  they  were  to  make  their  report. 

"  TTie  next  day,  Thursday,  Nov.  9,  the  Precinct  met  again,  ac- 
cording to  adjournment,  to  receive  the  Report  of  die  Committee ; 
and  then  I  sent  the  foUowmg  letter  to  die  Precinct : 

"Dear  friends  and  brethren, 

"  I  never  heard  that  any  such  thing  was  proposed,  or  diought  of 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct,  as  is  proposed  in  dieir  Report, 
until  yesterday ;  their  determination  was  shown  me  last  night,  by  a 
messenger  from  them,  one  of  their  number ;  and  I  have  had  no  op- 
portunity to  confer  witli  the  Committee  about  it,  or  to  offer  any  ob- 
jection to  them  against  their  proposal.  I  dierefore  di'mk  it  requi- 
site, that  I  should  at  diis  time  signify  to  you  the  reasons,  why  the 
thing  proposed  by  them  appears  to  me  not  to  be  regular  or  rea- 
sonable. 

"1.  As  the  Proposal  of  die  Oammittee  is  expressed,  diey  de- 
sire that  a  church  meeting  should  be  warned,  to  see  if  liie  Church 
will  not  call  a  Council,  or  meeting  of  ministers,  to  advise  to  mea- 
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sures  to  be  taken  by  tlie  Church,  in  order  to  issue  tlie  dispute  be- 
tween the  minister  of  the  Precinct  and  the  Precinct^  which  I  think 
is  not  proper.  If  the  Church  call  a  Council,  it  will  doubtless  be  m 
order  to  be  assisted,  with  regard  to  some  controversies  or  difficul- 
ties of  its  owriy  and  not  to  remedy  the  disputes  of  the  Precinct. 
The  business  of  a  Precinct-meeting  is  to  manage  the  afiairs  of  a 
Precinct ;  and  the  business  of  a  Church-meeting  is  about  the  af- 
fairs of  a  Church,  and  not  about  the  affairs  of  civil  societies.  It  is 
not  yet  certain,  that  there  is  any  dispute  or  difference  between  the 
Pastor  and  the  Church,  for  this  has  never  been  properly  tried. 

"  2.  If  I  do  not  misunderstand  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  it 
is  therein  proposed,  that  the  Church-nieeting  should,  in  the  warn- 
ing, be  limited  to  a  particular  method  of  managing  the  business 
they  meet  upon,  viz.  To  consider,  whether  to  call  a  Council  of 
neighbouring  ministers,  to  advise  to  measures,  etc.  I  am  not 
against  warning  a  Church-meeting,  if  you  desire  it,  to  consider  of 
proper  measures  to  be  taken,  to  secure  and  promote  the  interests 
of  religion,  and  the  Church's  own  welfare,  under  its  present  cir- 
cumstances. But  I  do  not  know,  why  the  Church  should  be  lim- 
ited to  any  certain  method  of  proceeding,  which  the  Precinct  has 
thought  of.  The  Precinct  has  no  more  business  to  limit  or  direct 
the  Church  to  a  certain  method,  in  managing  its  affairs,  than  the 
Church  has  to  direct  and  limit  the  Precinct,  in  the  management  of 
its  affairs.  It  is  not  yet  known,  that  the  Church  will  not  them- 
selves agree  on  some  measures,  to  bring  their  own  difficulties  to  an 
end,  or  that  they  will  not  think  proper  to  choose  a  Committee  of 
their  own,  to  this  end,  who  may  be  successful  in  contriving  a  me- 
thod, to  which  the  Church  may  agree,  which  may  supersede  the 
need  of  a  Council. 

"  My  purpose,  in  sending  in  this  writing  to  you,  is,  not  to  per- 
plex you,  nor  clog  any  reasonable  proceedings,  but  to  do  my  duty 
to  you,  as  your  guide  in  religious  matters,  and  that  I  may  do  what 
is  proper,  to  prevent  any  just  blame,  that  you,  or  I  myself,  might 
hereafter  fall  under ;  and  therefore,  I  hope  that  what  I  have  said, 
will  be  taken  in  good  part,  from  your  affectionate  pastor,  who  de- 
sires that  you  may  go  in  the  way  of  your  duty,  and  in  the  way  of 
God's  blessing,  and  may  be  a  people  happy  in  his  favour. 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 

''Northampton,  Xov.  9,  1749." 

"  The  Precinct,  notwithstandmg  this,  at  this  meeting  accepted 
the  Report  of  the  Conmiittee,  and  passed  the  following  vote : — 
"  f^otedy  That  Deac.  Noah  Cook,  and  Deac.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy, 
wait  on  Mr.  Edwards,  and  desire  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  first 
Church  in  Northampton,  to  determine  by  a  vote  in  said  meeting, 
1st.  Whether  there  be  not  a  dispute,  hetioeen  Mr.  Edwards,  Pastor 
of  the  Church  in  said  Precinct  and  the  Church,  respecting  the  ques- 
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turn  he  hath  argued  in  his  book  last  published  ;  and  if  it  shall  ap* 
pear,  that  there  is  a  dispute  between  him  and  diem,  respecting  the 
question  aforesaid,  then,  2d.  To  see  if  the  Church  wul  apply  to 
some  neighbouring  ministers  for  advice^  as  to  what  course  the 
Church  3udl  take:' 

"  They  also  added  ten  more  to  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct^ 
chosen  at  their  former  meetmg ;  so  that  the  Committee  for  manag- 
ing this  affair  for  the  Precinct,  now  consisted  ot  nineteen.  Those, 
who  were  added,  were.  Col.  Dwight,  Capt.  Baker,  Jonathan 
Strong,  Capt.  Roger  Clap,  Josiah  Parsons,  Capt.  John  Lyman, 
Increase  Clark,  Lieut.  James  Lyman,  Lieut.  Hunt,  and  Eleazer 
King. 

^'  This  meeting  was  still  continued  and  a^oumed  for  four  weeks. 
The  next  day,  Deac.  Cook  and  Deac.  roraroy  came  to  me,  as 
they  were  directed,  and  brought  a  copy  of  the  Vote  of  the  Pre- 
cinct, desiring  me  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  church,  etc.  as  afore- 
said. 

"  The  Sabbath  following,  Nov.  12, 1  warned  a  meeting  of  the 
church  in  the  following  general  terms : — "  I  desire  that  there  may 
be  a  meeting  of  this  church,  in  this  place,  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  to  consider,  WTutt  course  ought  to  be  taken  by  this 
Churchy  under  its  present  difficultiesy  with  respect  to  the  admission 
of  members  into  the  Church^' — ^The  church  accordingly  met  the 
next  day,  Monday,  Nov.  13th.     The  meeting  was  opened  by 

Sirayer.  And  after  some  things  were  said,  as  much  blaming  me 
or  warning  the  church  meeting  in  such  general  terms,  and  not  in 
the  manner  I  had  been  directed  by  the  Precinct,  and  being  told 
that,  if  I  still  refused,  the  Precinct  would  warn  a  church  meeting 
themselves,  without  me;  I  gave  the  reasons  why  I  did  not,  when  I 
warned  the  meeting,  specify  in  the  warning  those  particulars  on 
which  the  Precinct  insisted :  As  1,  That  I  judged  it  would  be  a 
bad  precedent,  and  a  thing  of  hurtful  consequence,  for  a  church 
thus  to  allow  itself  to  be  subject  to  the  prescriptions  of  a  Precinct- 
meeting  ;  and  said  further  to  this  purpose,  that  it  was  an  unreasona- 
ble way  of  managbg  church  aflmrs,  to  bring  them  first  into  a  Pre- 
cinct-meetmg,  and  ^re  to  consider,  and  debate  them,  and  come 
to  a  conclusion  what  should  be  done ;  and  all  this  in  the  absence  of 
the  PastcM*,  he  being  designedly  excluded;  and  then,  after  all 
things  are  setded,  and  ripened  for  execution  in  the  Precinct-meet- 
ing, to  send  their  orders  to  the  Pastor,  to  call  a  church  meeting,  to 
pass  those  conclusions  of  theirs  into  church-acts,  and  execute  what 
they  had  before  determined  should  be  done.  It  appeared  to  me  a 
way,  that  had  a  tendency  wholly  to  make  void  all  the  power  of 
churches,  and  to  render  church  meetings  a  mere  nullity,  and  to  set 
the  Pastor  aside  altogether  as  a  cypher,  so  that  he  siiall  not  so 
much  as  be  present,  when  ecclesiastical  matters  are  debated,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LnrS    OF    PRESIDENT    EDWA!ID8*  325 

ripened,  and  brought  to  a  determination,  to  have  anjr  opportunity  to 
speak  his  mind,  or  say  one  word  as  attempting  to  enlighten  the 
church  with  regard  to  what  is  to  be  done ;  but  is  only  made  their 
organ,  or  an  instrument  in  their  hands,  and  subject  to  their  will,  to 
bring  things  to  executicm,  which  they  have  settled  and  resolved  on 
wholly  wiUiout  him. 

^^  2.  That  as  to  the  latter  thing,  for  which  I  was  directed  to  call 
a  church  meeting,  viz. — To  see  whether  the  church  will  apply  to 
the  neighbouring  ministers  for  advice^  as  to  what  course  the  church 
shall  take — ^I  looked  upon  it  unreasonable ;  because  all  the  neigh* 
bouring  ministers,  except  one,  were  professedly  on  the  side  of  my 
people,  in  the  controversy  between  me  and  my  people.  And 
though  it  was  only  to  give  advice  what  course  to  take,  yet  their 
advice  might  be  such  as  might,  in  effect,  finish  the  whole  afiair. 
Such  a  foundation  might  be  laid  by  previous  advice,  as  might  very 
much  determine  what  remains. 

^^  But  I  told  the  church  that  I  would  not  dispute  about  the  for- 
mer of  the  particulars,  and  stood  ready  now  immediately  to  put  it 
to  vote :  and  accordingly  put  the  vote  in  the  followmg  terms  : — "  I 
desire  that  those,  who  have  a  dispute  or  controversy  with  the  Pastor 
of  this  Church,  respecting  the  question  he  hath  argued  in  his  book 
last  published,  would  manifest  it." — The  major  part  of  the  church 
hereupcm  manifested  that  they  had  such  a  dispute. 

"  Then,  instead  of  the  other  thing  proposed  by  the  Precinct  ta 
be  put  to  vote,  viz.  Whether  the  Church  wUl  apply  to  some  neighr- 
bouring  ministers  for  advice^  as  to  what  course  to  take;  I  insisted, 
— ^^^  'nai  a  Council  should  be  caUed,  mutually  chosefi,  to  consider 
of  the  present  circumstances  of  this  Church,  relating  to  the  contro- 
versy  subsisting  between  the  Pastor  and  people,  concerning  the 
Qualifications  of  communicants;  and  to  give  their  advice,  what 
course  we  shall  take,  to  bring  this  dispute  or  controversy  to  an 
issue,  and,  in  general,  what  u  tobe  dime,  in  our  present  drcum^ 
stances,  in  order  to  the  Churches  peace  and  prosperity. ^^ — ^After 
much  debate  upon  it,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  week,  and 
a  Ck>mmittee  oi  five  persons  chosen  to  condder  of  the  matter,  and 
confer  upon  it  with  the  Pastor,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  next 
meeting.  The  Committee  were  Major  Pomroy,  Col.  Dwight,  In- 
crease Clark,  Lieut.  Noah  Wright,  and  Mr.  JosejA  Hawley. 

"The  Conmiittee,  on  consultation  and  conference  with  me, 
wrote  their  report  on  the  backside  of  the  paper,  wherein  I  had 
written  my  proposal,  as  follows :— "  The  Committee  of  the  first 
church  in  Northampton  appointed,  by  the  church  to  consider  the 
within  proposal,  and  report  to  the  church  what  is  best  to  be  done, 
report  as  lollows,  viz.  That  the  church  do  join  with  Mr.  Edwards, 
according  to  the  withm  proposal  of  choosmg  a  council ;  and  the 
Conmiittee  agree  to  the  number  of  five,  and  would  not  be  against 
a  greater  number,  if  the  church  think  fit,  to  be  mutually  chosen,  and 
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to  be  appointed  to  meet  in  this  town,  four  weeks  hence  from  next 
Thursday. 

"  Timothy  Dwight,  Joseph  Hawley,  Increase  Clark,  Noah 
Wright." 

"Major  Pomeroy  refused  to  sign  the  report. 

"  On  Monday,  Nov.  20,  the  church  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment; and,  after  prayer.  Major  Pomeroy  stood  up,  and  observed  to 
the  church,  tliat  his  name  was  not  to  the  report,  and  gave  these  two 
reasons  why  he  did  not  sign  it: — 1 .  **  That  my  proposal  was  in  ge- 
neral terms,  and,  it  being  apparent,  that  I  regarded  my  own  tem- 
Eoral  interest  more  than  the  good  of  the  church,  the  church 
ad  reason  to  think  that  I  designedly  laid  a  snare,  to  ensnare  the 
church  by  tliose  general  terms,  and  therefore  warned  the  church, 
that  they  had  best  by  all  means  to  beware  and  see  to  it,  that  they 
were  not  ensnared ;"  and  said  much  more  to  this  purpose :  2.  "  If 
the  report  was  complied  with,  there  would  be  room  for  the  council 
to  give  advice,  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  those  persons,  who 
stood  ready  to  make  a  profession  of  godliness,  and  might  possibly 
advise  diat  they  should  be  admitted  with  such  a  profession  5  which 
would  be  giving  me  great  advantage,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the 
church,  of  which  the  church  had  better  not  run  the  risk ;  and, 
though  the  advice  of  the  council  would  not  be  binding,  yet  if  they 
should  advise  to  their  admission  in  this  way,  it  might  lay  the  church 
under  great  disadvantage." 

"  These  things  seemed  greatly  to  alarm  the  church,  and  the 
church  refused  to  vote  the  report  of  the  Committee ;  and,  after 
much  discourse  and  debating,  it  was  determined  to  add  ten  to  the 
Committee  of  tlie  church,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  number  j^ecn, 
that  they  might  consider  what  was  to  be  done,  and  report  to  another 
meeting.  And  then,  inasmuch  as  some  had  found  fault  with  my 
appointing  sacraments  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  some  had  turned 
their  backs  on  the  sacrament  since  this  controversy,  and  the  usual 
time  for  a  sacrament  being  come,  it  was  proposed  to  the  church. 
Whether  it  was  their  mind  that  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  should  be  continued  or  not  ?  and  after  considerable  dis- 
course it  was  put  to  vote  and  passed  in  the  negative.  Then  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight. 

"The  persons  now  added  to  the  Committee  were  the  following: 
Messrs.  John  Baker,  Jonathan  Strong,  Roger  Clap,  Deac.  John 
Clark,  Deac.  Pomeroy,  Joseph  Wright,  John  Lyman,  James  Ly- 
man, Gideon  Lyman,  and  Eleazar  IGng.  The  whole  Committee, 
excepting  Col.  Dwight  who  was  gone  to  Boston,  met  on  the  next 
Monday,  Nov.  27,  1749,  and  passed  several  votes  which  were 
drawn  up  in  writing ;  and  the  next  Wednesday  they  all  came  to- 
gether to  my  house,  and  showed  me  the  writing  they  had  drawn  up 
containing  the  said  votes,  as  follows : 
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"  At  a  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the  first  church  of  Northamp- 
ton, on  Monday,  tlie  27th  day  of  November,  1749, 

"  Votedy  Tnat  a  council  be  chosen,  previous  to  any  endeavours 
after  a  separation,  to  advise  on  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned : 

"  The  first  question  that  was  put  after  some  conference  was, — 
Wliether  any  members  of  a  council  to  be  chosen  either  by  pastor 
or  people,  to  advise  us  to  what  course  we  shall  take,  previous  to 
any  endeavours  after  a  separation,  shall  be  those  who  live  out  of  the 
County  of  Hampshire  ?  Voted  in  the  negative. 

"2.  Whether  any  members  of  a  definitive  council,  if  finally 
there  be  need  of  such  council,  should  come  from  any  parts  out  of 
the  County  ?  Voted  in  the  negative. 

"  Whether,  if  Mr.  Edwards  shall  continue  of  the  principles  he 
has  advanced  in  his  late  book,  the  Committee  judge  he  ought  to 
continue  Pastor  of  this  Church,  or  not?  Voted  in  the  negative,  ne- 
mine  contradkente. 

"  4.  That,  if  there  be  a  Council  called  to  give  advice,  at  pre- 
sent, previous  to  endeavours  after  separation,  the  particulars  or  ar- 
ticles upon  which  they  are  to  advise,  shall  be  determmed  and  pro- 
posed to  them. 

"  5.  Votedy  That  one  article  which  the  Council  rfiall  have  pro- 
posed to  them,  shall  be — ^Whether  the  Church  shall  take  any  longer 
time  to  study  or  peruse  Mr.  Edwards'  late  book  ? 

"  6.  It  was  put — ^Whether  it  shall  be  proposed  to  the  Council,  to 
advise  whether  Mr.  Edwards  should  preach  on  his  late  principles  ? 
and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

"  7.  Votedy  That  another  article  to  be  proposed  to  the  Coun- 
cil, shall  be — ^That,  inasmuch  as  there  is  so  great  opposition,  in  the 
Church  and  Precinct,  to  Mr.  Edwards'  principles,  advanced  in  his 
late  book,  whether  the  Church  shall  not  use  means  immediately  for 
a  separation  ? 

"  8.  Votedy  That,  if  the  Council  shall  think  it  best  to  use  means 
for  a  separation,  the  question  shall  be  proposed  to  them.  What 
means  shall  be  used  therefor  ?" 

"  On  another  paper,  which  at  the  same  time  they  delivered  to 
me,  was  written  the  following  vote,  viz. 

"  WTiereas  our  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  having  separated 
and  departed  from  the  principles  which  the  great  Mr.  Stoddard 
brought  in  and  practiced,  and  which  he  himself  was  settled  upon, 
and  a  long  time  practised,  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  mem- 
bers in  complete  standing  into  the  visible  Church,  whether  it  be 
not  the  opinion  of  the  Church,  that  those  principles  are  inconsis- 
tent witli  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  peace  of  the  Church 
and  Town,  and  therefore  desire  a  separation,  he  continuing  in  his 
principles. 
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<<Tbe  above  written  was  voted  to  be  proposed  to  the  first 
Church  m  Northampton,  for  their  acceptance,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  said  Church,  on  Monday,  Nov.  27,  1749,  provided 
the  proposals  of  the  Committee,  respectinjg  a  Council  for  advice 
previous  to  endeavours  after  a  separation,  should  not  be  agi^d  to 
by  Mr.  Edwards;  or  there  be  nothmg  else  agreed  to,  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards and  the  Committee,  respecting  said  Council,  and  the  ends 
for  which  they  are  to  be  called. 

"  Voted  further  by  the  Committee^  That,  provided  the  Church 
desire  a  separation,  they  should  consider  and  determine  upon 
choosing  a  Council,  to  dismiss  Mr.  Edwards  bom  this  Church,  and 
dissolve  his  pastoral  relation  thereto." 

"  The  papers  containing  these  votes,  were  delivered  to  me  by 
the  Committee,  at  a  meeting  of  theirs  at  my  house,  the  Wednesday 
following ;  (Nov.  29,)  and,  I  desiring  time  for  consideration,  tbey 
consented  that  I  should  have  time,  and  appointed  another  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  on  Tuesday  the  week  following,  at  the  house  of 
Ms^or  Pomeroy,  to  receive  my  answer  in  writing.  It  was  a^eed, 
that  it  should  be  put  to  vote  in  the  Church  the  next  Sabbath,  that 
the  church-meeting,  which  was  adjourned  to  the  next  Monday,  be 
put  off  a  week  longer. 

"  To  the  appointed  meetmg,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  6, 1  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

*'Deab  brethren, 

"  I  would  now  lay  before  you  some  reasons,  why  I  think  that 
your  votes  at  your  late  meeting,  on  Nov.  27,  are  not  to  be  iqppro- 
ved  of;  which  I  would  do  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  and  de^e  that 
they  may  in  the  same  spirit  be  weighed  and  considered : 

"  L  It  is  manifest  that  in  these  votes,  you  are  in  various  instances 
very  inconsistent  with  yourselves : 

"  1.  Your  votes  imply  that  it  is  your  mind,  that  a  Council  should 
be  called,  previous  to  any  endeavours  after  a  separation  between 
pastor  and  people,  and  also  previous  to  what  you  call  a  Definitive 
Council :  diat  is  previous  to  a  Council,  which  shall  determine  whe- 
ther pastor  and  people  shall  be  separated  ot  not :  and  yet,  in  your 
seventh  vote,  you  have  voted  that  it  shall  be  proposed  to  tlie  first 
Council,  a  hetJier  the  Church  shall  not  use  means  immediately  for  a 
separation :  which  implies  that  this  first  council  should  pass  their 
judgment,  Whether  minister  and  people  ought  not  to  be  speedily 
separated;  which  is  the  very  business  of  the  last  council,  who,  as 
you  yourselves  suppose,  are  to  determine  that  matter.  If  the  first 
council  are  to  have  no  power  to  determine  it,  then  why  should  they 
take  it  upon  them  publicly  to  enquire,  and  judge,  and  give  their 
voice,  how  it  ought  to  be  determmed  ?  If  there  be  a  certain  con- 
sistory, to  whom  it  does  not  belong  to  decide  a  matter,  and  it  is  also 
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determined  beforehand,  that  they  shall  not  decide  it,  but  that  it 
shaD  be  decided  by  other  judges ;  I  diink  they  would  but  do  the 
part  of  busy-bodies,  to  meddle  with  it  so  far  as  publicly  to  take 
cognizance  of  it,  and  pass  their  judgment  in  it. — ^According  to  Con- 
gregational principles,  on  which  this  church  seem  to  insist,  the  ut- 
most, which  any  Council  under  heaven  has  to  do,  b  only  to  give 
their  judgment,  without  laying  any  proper  obligation  on  those  whom 
they  advise. 

"  2.  In  your  concluding  vote  in  your  second  paper,  you  have 
given  your  voice,  Tkatj  tf  Ida  not  agree  to  what  you  shall  finally 
insist  upon,  or  to  that  purpose^  it  shaU  be  proposed  to  the  Churchy 
immediately  to  call  a  Council  to  dismiss  me.  And  surely  such  a 
Council,  if  they  have  any  thing  to  do  as  Counsellors,  will  have  to 
judge — Whether  I  ought  to  he  dismissed^  or  not;  and.  Whether  it 
be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  religion^  and  the  peace  of  the  Town 
and  Churchy  that  I  should  he  continued  here.  And  yet,  in  the 
same  vote,  you  have  voted  to  propose  it  to  the  church,  to  take  this 
work  of  the  Council  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  determine  them- 
selves, in  the  first  place, — Whether  my  continuance  here  is  consis- 
tent with  the  interests  of  religion^  and  the  peoM.  of  the  Town  and 
Church;  and.  Whether  a  separation  ought  not  to  be  sought: — 
which  is  first  judging  the  very  thing,  which  they  are  to  call  a  Coun- 
cO  to  judge  of,  and  direct  them  in.  Herein  you  are  inconsistent 
with  yourselves ;  and,  if  you  persist  in  such  a  vote,  will  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  rules  of  decency  and  order,  and  all  usual  methods 
of  proceeding. — ^In  so  great  an  affiiir,  as  the  separation  of  a  pastor 
and  a  people,  it  is  by  no  means  proper  for  a  people,  whatever  their 
private  thoughts  may  be,  to  proceed  to  declare  their  judgment  in 
public  Votes  and  acts,  until  tney  have  had  the  voice  oi  a  Council 
to  lead  and  conduct  them. 

"  3.  You  yourselves,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  have 
taken  it  upon  you  to  do  that,  which  is  properly  the  business  of  what 
you  call  die  Definitive  Council, — in  your  third  vote ;  wherein  you 
vote,  Thai^  if  I  persist  in  my  principtesy  I  ought  not  to  continue  the 
Pastor  of  this  Church.  This  vote,  you  have  passed,  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  Church ;  and,  if  you  persist  in  it,  it  must  be  a  part 
of  your  Report  to  the  Church,  intended  for  their  direction ;  nor 
can  such  a  vote  of  yours  be  of  any  other  use.  And  so  herein  you 
give  your  judgment  and  direction  to  the  Church  direcdy,  in  that 
very  matter,  which  the  last  Council  is  to  judge  of,  and  direct  the 
Church  in. 

"  4.  You  vote  that  a  Council  should  be  called,  previous  to  any 
endeavours  after  a  separation ;  and  yet,  in  this  third  vote,  you 
yourselves  do  at  the  same  time,  before  any  Council  is  called,  im- 
mediately proceed  to  that  which  is  properly  and  direcdy  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  endeavour,  that  I  should  be  separated,  provided  I  do  not 
retract  my  opinion.     For  it  must  be  supposed,  that  you  had  some 
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end  in  it,  and  passed  this  vote  as  a  means  to  some  public  effect ; 
and  the  effect  directly  looked  at,  is  no  other  tlian  a  separation  in 
such  a  case. 

"  5.  The  only  proviso  made  in  die  said  diird  vote,  wherein  it  is 
voted  that  I  ought  not  to  continue  the  pastor  of  tliis  church,  is — 
"If  I  continue  of  the  principles  which  I  have  advanced;"  widiout 
adding — Or  the  Church  be  brought  to  be  of  my  mindy  or  any  thing 
of  that  nature;  whereby  it  is  plainly  supposed,  that  it  is  a  thing  al- 
ready determined,  and  out  of  the  question,  that  the  church  never 
will  be  of  my  mind..  And  yet  you  afterwards  vote,  That  a  Coim- 
cil  shall  be  called  for  that  very  end — to  judge  whether  tlie  church 
shall  take  any  longer  time  to  study  and  peruse  my  book : — ^which, 
if  they  do  advise  to,  it  must  be  as  requisite  in  order  to  a  proper 
trial,  whether  the  church,  on  proper  information,  will  not  be 
brought  to  be  of  my  mind.  So  that,  putting  both  these  votes  to- 
gether, it  comes  to  this, — that  you  would  call  a  Council  to  judge, 
Whtther  there  has  already  been  a  fair  trials  whether  the  Churchy  on 
proper  information^  vnU  be  brought  to  be  of  my  mind ;  and  yet, 
you  tell  them,  at  the  same  time.  Thai  you  have  decided  this  matter 
already y  and  have  determined^  thai  it  is  no  longer  worth  the  while 
to  make  a  question  of  it^  and  that  it  is  dear  enough  already y  to  be 
taken  as  a  ground  of  public  votes  and  acts.  And  this  is,  in  effect, 
to  tell  the  Council,  at  the  same  time  you  call  them.  That  you  do 
not  need  them;  having  thoroughly  determined  the  matter  already 
yourselves,  in  which  you  have  called  them  to  advise. 

"  II.  You  are  not  only  inconsistent  with  yourselves,  but  I  think 
several  of  your  votes  are  very  inconsistent  with  reason  and  justice, 

"  1.  Your  votes  imply,  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  choose  none 
who  live  out  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  to  be  members  of  any  ' 
Council,  which  shall  have  any  thing  to  do  in  judging  of  our  affiiirs, 
either  in  giving  advice  for  our  conduct,  or  to  det^mine  and  finish 
our  controversy ;  which,  as  the  case  stands,  is  contrary  to  plain 
reason,  and  universally  established  maxims  of  equity,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  acknowledged  rights  of  mankind.  For  it  is 
apparent  irom  ypur  own  statement,  mat  the  matters  of  difficulty, 
concerning  which  the  judgment  or  advice  of  any  Council  is  need- 
ed or  proposed,  are  wholly  things  appertaining  to  a  controversy  be- 
tween me  and  the  church,  concernmg  qualifications  of  candidates 
for  christian  ecclesiastical  communion ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  ministers  of  the  county  are  almost  universally  on  one  nde,  and 
against  me,  in  this  controversy.  And  I  desire  you  impartially  to 
consider,  whether,  if  you  should  persist  in  these  conclusions,  it 
would  be  doing,  as  you  would  be  done  by  ?  Supposing  that  it  had 
happened  on  my  side,  as  it  has  on  yours,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
coun^  had  been  as  generally  and  as  fully  on  n^  side,  in  the  origi- 
nal controversy,  as  now  they  are  on  yours ;  would  you  have  thought 
it  reasonable,  if  I  should  in  that  case  have  insisted  upon  it,  that  you 
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should  not  be  suffered  to  go  out  of  the  county,  to  bring  ministers 
for  any  Council,  which  was  to  have  any  hand  in  judging,  advising 
or  determining  in  our  aflairs  ? 

"  2.  If  I  understand  your  Vote,  you  have  determined,  That  the 
Council,  which  shall  be  called  to  advise  us  what  course  to  take  un- 
der our  present  difficulties,  shall  be  so  limited,  that  they  shall  have 
no  liberty  to  judge  of  our  circumstances  in  general,  and  so  advise  to 
proper  expedients  for  our  welfare  as  they  shall  think  requisite  ;  and 
That  particular  care  shall  be  taken,  that  they  shall  not  give  any 
judgment  or  advice,  with  regard  to  some  things,  which  have  been 
matters  of  difficulty  and  controversy,  between  me  and  the  church. 
And,  I  think  you,  in  effect,  have  voted.  That  they  shall  be  limited 
to  that  one  single  thing,  viz.  Whether  the  Church  shall  take  longer 
iime^  to  study  or  peruse  my  book  ?  For,  as  was  observed  before, 
the  odier  things  which  you  mention,  cannot  belong  to  the  business  of 
the  Previous  Council,  but  are  the  proper  business  of  the  Last 
Council.     Now  against  this,  I  object  me  following  things : 

*•(!.)  To  call  a  Council,  and  limit  them  in  this  manner,  does  not 
at  all  answer  the  present  circumstances  and  exigencies  of  this 
Church.  The  present  sorrowful  state  of  the  Church  gready  re- 
quires a  Council,  which  shall  have  liberty  to  look  into  the  whole 
state  of  our  case,  without  keeping  some  parts  of  our  difficulties  out 
of  their  sight,  that  they  may  give  us  advice  what  course  we  shall 
take  for  our  welfare.  If  ever  it  was  requisite  that  the  whole  case 
of  a  patient,  under  a  most  terrible  and  threatening  disease,  should 
be  laid  before  physicians,  it  is  requisite  that  our  whole  case  shbuld 
be  laid  before  a  council,  for  their  advice  with  regard  to  our  diffi- 
culties in  general.  What  we  need  a  Council  for,  if  we  need  any 
at  all,  before  a  Council  comes  to  determine  whether  we  shall  be 
separated  or  not,  is  if  possible,  to  find  out  a  reitiedy  for  our  bro- 
ken, confused  and  perplexed,  circumstances  ;  so  that,  either  pastor 
and  people  may  walk  togedier  in  peace,  or,  at  least,  that  thmgs 
may  be  so  regulated,  that  there  may  be  some  peace  while  we  are 
continued  together.  And,  if  finally,  there  should  appear  a  neces* 
sity  of  a  separation,  that  tilings  may  be  prepared  for  an  equitable 
and  peaceable  parting.  But  to  tie  up  a  Council  to  such  a  single 
parricular,-a8  is  mentioned  in  your  votes,  is  utterly  to  disable  them 
firom  answering  these  ends. 

"  (2.)  It  would  be  very  absurd,  in  itself,  for  the  Church  to  come 
into  such  a  determination.  It  would  be  for  the  Chursh  to  set  itself 
up  in  a  sort  of  supremacy  and  self-sufficiency,  as  above  all  controul 
and  advice.  It  would  be  in  effect  to  say, — *  In  these  and  these 
parts  of  the  controversy  between  us  and  our  pastor,  we  need  no 
advice,  nor  will  we  aDow  a  Council  to  give  us  any.' — ^And  it  would 
be  indecorous  treatment  of  any  Council,  under  any  csrcumstances, 
thus  to  tie  them  up.  The  language  of  it  would  be, — *  We,  in  these 
things,  arc  not  wiUing  to  trust  your  judgment,  esteeming  ourselves 
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wiser  thanyou." — ^If  you  say  that  those  parts  of  our  controversy, 
which  the  Council  are  tied  up  from  meddling  with,  are  very  clear 
and  plain  ;  then  so  much  the  less  reason  have  you  to  fear  leaving 
them  to  the  determination  of  a  Council ;  unless  you  are  confident 
that  you  are  wiser  than  they. 

"  For  you  to  insist  on  these  limiting  votes,  will  be  very  unequal  and 
unfair  dealing  with  me.  As  the  Council  is  to  be  called  to  advise 
in  matters  controverted  between  you  and  me,  one  party  has  no  more 
right  to  limit  the  other  party,  as  to  the  controverted  points  which 
shall  be  referred,  than  the  other  party  has  to  limit  the  one.  If  I 
should  claim  a  power  to  decide  in  this  matter,  and  should  single 
out  a  particular  point,  such  as  I  thought  would  best  serve  my 
purpose,  and  say, — ^  I  will  have  this  matter,  and  this  only,  judg- 
ed of  by  a  Council;  and  as  to  other  matters,  which  you  de- 
sire that  they  should  advise  in,  I  will  not  suffer  it :' — ^would  you 
hearicen  at  all  to  it,  or  bear  such  treatment? 

"  One  thing  more  I  think  it  my  duty  to  observe  to  you,  before  I 
conclude.  After  your  other  votes,  you  conclude  all  with  this,  as 
an  enforcement  ot  the  whole : — ^"That,  provided  the  proposals  of 
the  Committee,  respecting  a  Council,  etc.  should  not  be  agreed  to 
by  me,  and  there  should  be  nothing  else  agreed  to  respecting  said 
Council,  and  the  ends  for  which  they  are  to  be  called ;  you  will 
propose  it  to  the  church  to  vote  my  principles  so  and  so  pernicious, 
and  to  manifest  a  desire  of  separation,  and  to  call  a  Council  to  dis- 
miss me."  I  think  that  this  Vote,  with  diese  circumstances  ap- 
pended, is  properly  of  the  nature  of  a  Threatening. — ^That  if  I  do 
not  comply  with  what  you,  the  Committee,  shall  finally  insist  upon, 
you  will  propose  to  the  church  to  deal  thus  with  me. — ^As  you  are 
a  Committee  chosen  to  confer  with  me  concerning  a  method  of 
proceeding,  I  might  reasonably  expect  that,  as  you  are  christians, 
and  christians  to  whom  I  stand  in  the  relation  of  a  Pastor,  you 
would  first  have  seen.  Whether,  by  firiendly  conference,  we  could 
not  have  amicably  agreed  on  measures  to  be  taken.  If  you  had 
thought  it  proper  to  pass  any  such  vote  at  all,  and  to  let  me  see  it ; 
one  would  have  thought  that  at  least  it  ^ould  have  been  forborne, 
until  you  had  found,  by  conference,  that  I  would  agree  to  nothing 
reasonable,  and  that  tins  should  have  been  the  last  thing  you  did. 
But,  at  the  very  first  interview,  to  come  with  such  menaces  to  ter- 
rify me  into  a  compliance  with  you,  before  a  word  of  conference 
between  us ;  is  indeed  carrying  things  with  a  high  hand ;  of  which 
I  entreat  you  calmly  and  seriously  to  consider. 

"  On  the  whole,  I  desire  you  would  not  persist  in  the  votes  you 
have  passed,  and  diat  you  would  consider  again.  Whether  the  pro- 
posals, which  were  agreed  to  by  me  and  the  former  Conunittee  of  the 
church,  are  not  just  and  reasonable ;  and  the  measures  therein  pro- 
posed such  as  oiu:  circumstances  require.  But  if  not,  if  you  can 
think  of  any  other  measures,  wnich  are  equitable,  and  have  any  ten- 
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dencjr  to  answer  the  exigencies  of  our  present  circum^ances;  I 
hope  you  will  not  find  me  difficult  or  backward  to  a  compliance. 
"  I  am  your  servant,  for  Jesus'  sake, 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 
'' J^orthampton,  Dec.  5,  1749." 

"  The  next  day,  being  Wednesday,  Dec.  6,  the  Committee 
came  again  to  my  house  ;  and  after  they  were  come  together,  the 
chairman.  Major  Pomroy,  told  me, — ^TTiat  they  had  further  con- 
sidered of  our  difficulties,  or  to  that  purpose,  and  had  read  my  long 
letter ;  and  that  it  was  abundance  of  trouble  and  difficult  the  church 
was  put  to ;  and  that  it  was  the  voice  of  the  Committee  that  it  was 
I,  that  was  the  occasion  of  all  this  difficulty. — ^*  This,"  said  he,  "  I 
say  in  the  name  of  the  Committee ;  and  that,  which  I  am  now  about 
to  say,  I  will  say  in  my  own  name,  and  that  is,  That  it  may  well  be 
matter  of  solemn  consideration  to  you,  that  you  should  put  the 
church  to  so  much  trouble  and  difficulty.  And  I  would  advise  you 
to  take  the  matter  into  your  serious  and  solemn  consideration  and 
contemplation.  And,  ad  to  the  afiair  we  are  upon,  we  have  deter- 
mined diat  we  will  not  dally  about  the  matter ;  and  therefore  we 
are  come  to  this  conclusion;"  or  words  to  that  purpose. — ^Then  he 
handed  mq  a  paper,  contaming  their  conclusion  in  the  following 
words : — ^^  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  First  Church  in 
Northampton,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  5,  1749 ;  Agreed  by  said  Com- 
mittee, diat  they  will  recommend  to  the  church,  that  there  be  a 
Council  mutually  chosen  by  the  church  and  Mr.  Edwards,  if  Mr. 
Edwards  desires  to  have  a  part  in  the  choice,  to  consist  of  seven 
or  nine  churches,  aU  in  the  tounty  of  Hampshire  ;  to  which.  Counr 
cil  the  church  shall  represent  and  declare  xhe  difference  and  con- 
troversy, which  subsists  between  the  church  and  the  said  Edwards, 
respecting  the  Qualifications  necessary  to  admission  to  complete 
standing  in  the  Visible  Church  of  Christ ;  and  also  to  inform  the 
said  Council,  that,  since  the  opposition  m  the  said  church  to  Mr. 
Edwards'  sentiments  in  the  particular  aforesaid  is  very  general ; 
and  tliat,  since  Mr.  Edwards,  in  this  particular,  has  dissented  fix>m 
the  church,  and  departed  from  the  pnnciples  on  which  he  was  set- 
tled and  ordained  Pastor  of  said  church ;  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
church  that  Mr.  Edwards  may  be  dismissed  firom  ssdd  church,  and 
that  his  pastoral  relation  thereto  be  dissolved ;  and  that  the  church 
shall  supplicate  the  said  Council  to  proceed  to  dismiss  and  release 
the  said  church  and  Mr.  Edwards  irom  each  other,  if  they  shall 
judge  it  best  to  be  done ;  and  the  church  shall  humbly  entreat  the 
said  Council,  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  to  consider  the  case 
and  desire  of  the  church." 

'^  After  I  had  read  this  determination  of  the  Committee,  I  told 
them  that  I  desired  opportunity  for  consideration  until  the  next  day. 
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when  I  would  endeavour  to  come  to  a  determination  what  I  would 
do  ;  which  I  would  send  them  in  writing,  if  they  would  meet  at  any 
place  to  receive  it.  Accordingly  they  appointed  a  meeting  the 
next  day,  to  receive  my  determination,  and  to  conclude  on  their 
own  report  to  the  church. 

"  The  next  day,  being  Thursday,  Dec.  7,  the  Precinct  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  themselves  further  until  the 
next  Tuesday,  the  day  after  the  appomted  church  meeting.— The 
same  day  also  the  Committee  of  the  church  met,  when  I  sent  them 
a  Letter,  containing  my  determination,  as  I  had  proposed ;  which 
was  as  follows : 

"  To  the  Committee  of  the  First  Church  in  Northampton,  at  their 
meeting,  Dec.  7,  1749. 

^Dear  Brethren, 

"  The  reasons,  which  I  have  given,  showing  it  to  be  just,  that  all 
Councils,  called  to  judge  or  advise  in  our  present  affiur,  should  be 
mutually  chosen,  and  that  I  should  have  liberty  to  nominate  some 
of  the  members  out  of  the  County,  I  think  of  most  undeniable  evi- 
dence, and  that  indeed  the  matter  is  so  plain,  that  it  does  not  pro- 
perly admit  of  any  dispute.  Yet,  since  I  find  you  are  so  resolved 
not  to  comply  with  what  I  so  reasonably  urge,  I  now,  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  to  avoid  great  tumult  and  confusion,  make  you  the 
following  ofier,  viz. — ^That  the  ministers  of  this  Association  should 
be  consulted,  that  is  the  seven  ministers  who  live  nearest,  or  the 
Jive  nearest,  if  you  think  seven  too  many ;  and  that  it  shall  be  left 
to  their  judgment,  Whether  it  be  not  reasonable  and  best  in  this 
case,  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  County  for  minis- 
ters or  churches,  to  be  some  of  the  members  of  the  C)ouncil  who 
are  to  judge,  whether  I  shall  be  dismissed  from  my  pastoral  office 
here  or  not  ? — and  that,  if  they  determme  that  it  is  best  that  thia 
should  be  allowed,  then  their  judgment  be  asked.  Whether  the 
state  of  things  be  now  ripe  for  such  a  Council  being  called  ? — 
and,  if  they  judge  that  we  are  not  ripe  for  it,  that  we  should  ask 
their  advice.  How  we  shall  conduct  ourselves  for  the  present  ? 

"  These  ministers  are,  in  the  most  proper  sense,  the  ministers  of 
the  vicinity,  and  are  all,  save  one,  professedly  on  yoiur  side,  in  our 
main  controversy.  If  we  go  from  these,  in  the  way  of  mutual 
choice,  I  insist  on  the  liberty  of  going  out  of  the  County. — ^If  you 
accept  this  offer,  I  now  promise  that,  whatever  the  judgment  or 
advice  of  these  ministers  shall  be,  in  the  forementioned  particulars ;  I 
will  make  no  objection  against  your  choosbg  any  of  them  to  be  of 
the  future  Council. 

"  As  to  your  last  concluirion  of  Dec.  6,  my  present  determination 
is,  not  to  consent  to  it,  nor  to  put  any  such  thmg  to  vote,  nor  in  any 
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respect  to  have  any  hand  in  the  matter ;  unless  first  advised  to  it 
by  these  ministers.  Jonathan  Edwards." 

"  P.  S.  I  request  of  you  that  you  would  let  me  know  what  your 
report  to  the  church  shall  be,  when  it  is  concluded  upon,  some  time 
before  the  meeting." 

"  When  the  Committee  had  received  and  read  this  letter,  they 
concluded  on  the  following  report  to  be  made  to  the  church ;  of 
which  one  ot  them  brought  me  a  copy  the  next  day,  as  follows : 

"  At  a  meetmg  of  the  Committee  of  the  first  church  in  North- 
ampton, chosen  by  said  church  to  devise  measures  for  the  church 
to  take,  under  their  present  difficulties,  and  to  report  to  said  church 
at  their  next  meeting;  the  said  Committee  agreed  to  report.  That 
they  judge  it  prudence,  and  conducing  to  the  welfare  of  the  church, 
that  a  council  of  five  churches  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  mutu- 
ally chosen  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  said  church,  be  called,  to  con- 
sider and  give  their  judgment, 

"  1.  Whether  the  state  of  affiiirs  in  the  church,  or  otherwise  of 
the  controversy,  subsisting  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church, 
be  ripe  for  the  calling  of  a  council,  to  judge  whether  Mr.  Edwards 
shall  be  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  office  in  said  church,  or  not ; 
which,  if  they  shall  determine  in  the  affirmative,  then  to  give  their 
judgment, 

^^  2.  Whether  it  be  reasonable  and  best  in  this  case,  and  agree- 
able to  the  constitution  of  these  churches,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should 
be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  County  of  Hampshire,  for  ministers  or 
churches,  to  be  some  of  the  members  of  a  council  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.  But  if  they  shall  think  the  state  of  affiiirs  is  not  ripe  for 
the  calling  of  such  a  council,  then 

"  3.  To  consider  and  advise  what  course  the  church  shall  take,  to 
ripen  affiurs  in  the  said  church,  for  such  a  council. 

"  The  above  is  what  the  Committee  agreed  to  report  to  tlie 
church,  at  their  next  meetmg. 

"Attest,  Ebenezbr  Pomerot,  CA'm.  of  the  Com. 

"  J^orthampton,  Dec.  7,  1749." 

"  The  next  Monday,  Dec.  11,  the  church  met  according,  to  ap- 

E ointment,  when,  after  the  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer,  my  last 
$tter  to  the  Committee,  containing  my  proposed  ofier  to  the  Com- 
mitte,  and  the  Committee's  report,  were  both  read.  And  then  I 
read  to  the  church  what  follows,  containing  some  objections  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee : 

"  Dear  Brethren, 

"  You  very  well  know  that  what  has  been  insisted  upon  hereto- 
fore by  my  people,  was  that  the  neighbouring  ministers  should  be 
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consuhed,  as  a  Previous  Council,  to  give  us  advice  what  course  we 
should  take,  before  the  calling  of  a  Council  to  determine  whether 
pastor  and  people  should  be  separated ;  and  that  I  objected  against 
It — these  ministers  being  almost  universally,  by  their  open  profet- 
iion^  on  your  side  in  the  grand  controversy  between  you  and  me; 
— and  that  I  insisted  on  it,  as  just  and  equal,  that  I  should  have  a 
choice  with  you  in  this  council  of  advisers ;  and  that  if  those  whom 
you  chose  were  known  to  be  on  your  side  in  the  main  controversy, 
I  should  have  liberty  to  nominate  as  many  who  should  be  on  my 
side;  and  that  this  was  as  just  in  a  council,  which  should  be  called 
to  give  previous  advice,  as  in  a  council  which  should  judge  concern- 
ing the  afiair  of  our  separation ;  because  such  a  foundation  might 
be  laid  by  the  previous  advice  of  the  first  council,  as  might  in  el^ 
feet  finish  the  whole  afilair.  But,  however,  I  have  not  been  hear- 
kened to  in  this  matter;  and  one  thing  urged  in  opposition  to  what 
I  msisted  on,  was,  that  according  to  the  Platform  of  Church  Disci- 
pline, such  aflSurs  ^ould  be  judged  of  by  those  who,  were  of  the  vi- 
cmity,  or  neighbourhood.  And  finding  aiter  long  urging  what  1 
looked  upon  as  my  due,  and  might  claim  as  one  of  die  common 
rights  of  mankind,  that  sdl  my  reasonings  were  in  vain,  I  have  now 
at  length  yielded  that  point,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace,  which  in  the 
whole  course  of  this  affidr  I  have  eamesdy  pursued,  have  complied 
with  that  which  you  at  first  insisted  upon,-— viz.  that  the  neighbouring 
ministers  shall  be  desired  to  give  us  advice  what  course  to  take,  pre- 
vious to  the  council  called  to  judge  whether  pastor  and  people  shall 
be  separated ;  and  that  I  would  leave  it  to  diem  to  judge,  on  a  fuD 
view  of  our  case,  how  we  shall  conduct  ourselves.  Now  I  think 
jrou  ought  not  to  reject  what  I  offer,  and  attempt  to  constrain  me  to 
a  com^iance  with  the  new  measures,  on  which  the  Committee 
have  agreed,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

"  1.  It  would  be  a  very  unjust  proceeding.  The  neigbouring 
ministers,  on  whom  you  first  insisted,  have  indeed  much  to  preju- 
dice them  against  me  in  those  afikirs,  being  declaredly  against  me 
in  the  main  controversy.  But  it  is  well  Imown  that  many  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Coun^,  who  are  out  of  the  neighbourhood,  have 
had  much  more  to  prejudice  them.  These  neighbouring  ministers 
are  all  Calvinists  in  their  persuasion,  and  fiiends  to  the  late  revival 
of  religion,  and  those  who  have  lived  in  good  neighbourhood  and 
peace  with  me,  which  has  not  been  interrupted  by  any  remarkable 
breach  between  me  and  tliem,  or  any  known  afSront  or  disgust 
which  they  have  taken.  But  with  regard  to  the  other  ministers  of 
the  County  it  is  well  known,  that  four  or  five  of  them  have  hereto- 
fore had  the  Reputation  of  Arminians.  Some  others  of  them  are 
known  to  have  been  strenuous  opposers  of  the  late  revival  of  reli- 
gion, for  which  I  have  been  so  public  an  advocate.  And  you  know 
that  the  dispute  about  the  late  work  in  the  land,  is  a  controversy 
which  has  greatly  engaged  the  feelings  of  men.    There  are  no  less 
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"iban  si&  of  them,  who  have  eithep  had  a  particular  difference  or 
tjontroversy  with  me  thereupon,  or  have  in  times  past  openly  mani^ 
fested  towards  me  a  personal  hostility  or  aversion  fc^  the  part  I  have 
taken  therein^  Another  of  diem,  one  of  the  senior  ministers  of  the 
Coun^,  has  shown  a  strong  prejudice,  in  this  particular  controversy 
between  you  and  me,  in  some^ing  wliich  he  has  said  to  two  of 
the  brethren  of  the  Committee  of  this  Church,  as  I  have  been  well 
informed.  Another  of  them  has  an  own  father  in  the  town,  who  is 
one  of  the  Committee ;  and  several  of  his  brothers  are  gready  en^ 
gaged  in  this  controversy. 

^'  2.  If  the  church,  at  the  same  time  that  they  agreed  to  the 
Report  of  the  Conmiittee,  should  withal  say,  diat,  if  I  had  any  un- 
reasonable objection  against  any  particular  minister,  he  should  not 
be  chosen ;  st'dl,  proceeding  on  this  plan  would  be  in  many  ways 
of  unhappy  consequence.  It  would  necessitate  me  publicly  to 
point  out  particular  ministers  of  the  County,  and  openly  to  object 
those  things  against  them,  which  would  naturally  tend  to  excite  un- 
pleasant feelings  between  tliose  ministers  and  me — ^to  beget  new 
prejudices  and  revive  and  establish  old  ones.  And  then  it  is  wholly 
uncertain  what  the  church  would  esteem  reasonable  objections; 
and  this  would  open  a  door  for  new  difficuldes,  and  endless  con* 
troversy  about  the  particular  members  to  be  chosen,  concermng 
the  principles  and  past  conduct  of  ministers,  and  probably  with  re* 
gard  to  some  ministers,  whether  they  be  in  the  County  or  not :  it 
being  a  matter  of  controversy,  not  yet  decided,  concerning  ihree^ 
who  used  to  be  reckoned  to  be  of  the  County,  whether  they  indeed 
be  of  die  Province. 

"  3.  If  the  church  should  now  depart  from  what  diey  had  for- 
merly insisted  on,  and  I  have  now  offered  in  compliance  with  them, 
and  should  act  on  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Committee  ;  they 
would  act  very  absurdly  and  inconsistendy.     For  the  Platform  has 
heretofore  been  indsted  on,  as  directing  to  ministers  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  seems  still  to  be  insisted  on  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  under  the  name  of  the  Constitution  of  these  Churches  ; 
and  yet  this  same  Committee,  in  this  very  Report,  insist  on  liberty 
to  go  out  of  the  neighbourhood,  without  being  limited  by  any  other 
bounds  than  those  of  the  County.     Whereas  it  is  those  ministers 
whom  I  have  proposed,  and  th^  only,  who  are  property  the  minis- 
ters of  the  neighbourhood.     The  Platform  speaks  oiwe^AioMr- 
hoods^  but  says  nothing  of  counties.     Many  of  the  churches  of  the 
County  are  no  more  in  the  way  of  communicadon  with  us,  than 
some  churches  out  of  the  County.     The  churches  in  Sheffield, 
and  some  others  in  this  County,  are  no  more  in  Uie  way  of  mutual 
concern  and  intercourse  with  us  in  our  religious  affairs,  then  die 
churches  in  Boston,  and  indeed  not  near  so  much.     So  that  the 
Committee  insist  upon  the  Platform,  and  on  our  being  confined  to 
the  neighbourhood,  and  yet  at  the  .same  timq  m^  oa  liberty  tO 
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deviate  from  the  Platform,  and  to  depart  from  the  neighbourhood. 
Yea  they  are  yet  more  absurd ;  for  one  grand  point  that  is  in  con- 
troversy between  us,  is, — ^Whether  we  shall  have  liberty  to  go  from 
the  neighbourhood,  for  any  Council  ?  And  yet  they  insist  upon 
liberty  to  go  from  the  neighbourhood,  in  the  first  place,  for  a  Coun- 
cil, to  determine,  Whether  we  shall  have  liberty  to  go  from  the 
neighbourhood ;  which  is  the  most  gross  and  palpable  inconsis- 
tency. *  ^  • 

"  As  to  the  determination  of  your  forefathers,  thirty-six  years 
ago,  That  they  would  be  subject  to  a  Council  of  the  Churches  of  the 
County  ;  you,  of  this  generation,  never  looked  on  it  as  any  consti- 
tution for  you,  nor  have  you  ever,  in  one  instance,  conformed  to  itf 
For  you  never  have  yet  in  any  one  instance,  since  I  have  been 
your  Pastor,  referred  any  thing  to  a  Council  of  Churches,  but  to 
Consistories  of  another  nature.  And  besides  the  plain  design  of 
that  vote  was,  that  all  the  churches  of  the  County  taken  logetfier 
should  be  consociated  as  a  Standing  Council,  agreeably  to  the 
Presbyterian  Principles  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  who  was  the  first  mover 
in  that  afiair,  and  drew  that  Vote. 

"  And  moreover  what  I  now  ofier,  viz.  That  our  af&irs  should 
be  referred  to  the  ministers  of  the  Association,  to  which  we  belong, 
is  much  more  agreeable  to  the  design  of  that  Vote,  since  the  state 
of  the  County  is  so  exceedingly  dtered  frorii  what  it  was  then, 
being  divided  into  difi!erent  associations,  and  not  only  so,  but  be- 
come so  much  larger,  the  number  of  churches  vastly  mcreased, 
and  more  dispersed,  at  a  great  distance  one  from  another.  This 
alteration  in  the  state  of  the  County,  renders  it  impracticable  for 
the  churches  to  abide  by  that  determination,  so  as  to  be  obliged, 
on  every  emergency  wherein  they  need  counsel,  to  call  a  Council 
of  the  whole  County,  consisting  of  near  sixty  members,  fit>m  such 
distant  places. 

"  On  the  whole,  I  renewedly  insist  upon  it,  that  the  ofier  I  make 
you  is  in  itself  highly  reasonable  and  lair,  yea,  that  therein  I  evi- 
dently depart  from  my  just  right  in  compliance  with  you,  that,  if 
possible,  our  ^ifiairs  may  be  proceeded  in  with  peace  and  without 
tumult.  What  I  now  propose,  is  what  you  yourselves  have,  until 
now,  insisted  on ;  and  I  apprehend  there  can  be  no  imaginable  rea- 
son why  it  should  now  be  departed  from,  unless  it  be  to  lay  me 
under  still  greater  disadvantages,  and  to  have  opportunity  to  bring 
in  such  into  the  Coimcil,  as  ai-e  still  more  prejudiced  against  me.'* 

One  thing  fujther  I  objected,  which  was  against  the  manner  of  the 
draught  of  the  Committee's  report,  which  it  is  needless  now  to  re- 
hearse. 

"  On  this  ensued  much  discourse.  It  was  insisted  that,  in  my 
mentioning  the  seven  or  five  next  neighbouring  ministers,  if  these 
were  allowed  to  be  the  Council,  it  would  be  my  choosing  all  the 
Council  myself:  and  inasmuch  as  I  before  appeared  so  much 
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against  leaving  these  matters  with  tliem,  but  now  complied,  the 
church  had  reason  to  suspect  that  I  had  discovered  sometliing  con- 
cerning these  ministers,  which  the  church  knew  not  of;  which  was 
a  sufficient  reason  why  die  church  should  not  comply  with  my  pro- 
posal. 

"  I  added  one  thing  further  to  my  proposal,  viz.  That^ve  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  seven  next  neighbouring  ministers  by  mutual 
choice.     But  there  appeared  no  inclination  to  comply  with  this. 

"  After  this,  some  of  the  people  proposed  to  me.  Whether  I  would 
be  willing  that  a  Council  of  churches  sliould  be  called  out  of  this 
neighbourhood,  mstead  of  a  Council  of  Minbters.  I  replied  that  it 
seemed  altogether  needless  and  trifling,  to  put  the  churches  to  so 
much  trouble,  as  to  meet  in  Council,  only  to  tell  us  whether  we 
were  ripe  for  a  Council,  and  to  advise  us  as  to  the  manner  of  call- 
ing a  Cfouncil.  But  however  I  would  not  break  with  the  church 
on  such  a  point,  if  they  gready  insisted  on  it.  But  as  soon  as  I 
had  thus  complied  with  it,  no  more  was  said  about  it  at  that  meet- 
ing- 

,  "  After  this  it  was  once  and  again  proposed  to  me,  and  by  seve- 
ral persons,  Whether  I  was  willing  that  the  matter  should  be  refer- 
red to  three  ministers  mutually  chosen  out  of  the  seven  ? — ^because 
then  it  was  urged  that  there  might  be  somewhat  of  a  choice.  I 
somewhat  hesitated  about  it,  thinking  the  number  too  small ;  yet 
finally  complied  ;  but  as  soon  as  I  complied,  the  matter  was  entirely 
dropped,  and  no  more  said  about  it. 

"  Last  of  all,  it  was  proposed  by  one  of  the  leading  brethren  of 
the  church,  that  the  whole  eight  ministers  of  which  the  Association 
consisted  be  called  together,  with  liberty  of  objecting,  on  each  side, 
against  any  of  the  members,  after  they  were  come  together ;  the 
objecdons  to  be  judged  of  by  the  rest.  I  also  manifested  my 
readiness  to  comply  with  this.  But  nothing  was  said  by  the 
church,  whether  tney  would  comply  with  this  or  not;  and  nothing 
was  done  at  this  meeting,  but  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until  the 
next  day  at  two  o'clock. 

"  The  next  day,  Dec.  12,  the  Precinct  met  again,  at  one  o'clock, 
according  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  themselves  further  to  the 
next  Monday,  Dec.  16. 

"  The  same  day  the  church  met  again,  according  to  their  ad- 
journment, at  2  o'clock ;  when,  after  long  debating  and  much 
earnest  talk  till  after  sun-down,  the  church  at  length  passed  die  fol- 
lowing Votes : 

"  1 .  Tliat  a  Council  should  be  caUed  to  advise  us  under  our 
present  difficulties,  previous  to  any  Council  that  may  be  called  to 
judge  whether  Pastors  and  People  should  be  separated ;  and  that 
it  should  be  left  to  their  judgment,  Whether  it  oe  not  reasonable 
and  best  in  this  case^  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the 
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County  for  MimsterSy  or  Churches^  to  he  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Council,  who  are  tb  judge,  v)hether  I  shcal  be  dismissed 
from  my  pastoral  office  here  or  not;  and  that  if  they  determine 
that  it  is  best  that  this  should  be  allowed,  then  their  judgment  be 
asked,  Whether  the  state  of  things  be  now  ripe  for  such  a  Council 
being  called;  and,  if  they  judge  we  are  not  ripe  for  it,  we  shmild 
ask  dieir  advice.  How  we  shouM  conduct  ourselves  for  the  present. 

"  2.  That  the  Council  should  consist  of  five  ministers,  mutually 
chosen  out  of  the  seven  nearest  ministers.'* 

"  After  this  vote  was  passed,  it  was  urged  that  it  should  be  five 
churches,  instead  of  five  ministers ;  to  which  I  yielded,  after  some 
objecting ;  and  tlien  the  following  Vote  was  passed : 

^*  3.  That  the  Council  shall  be  a  Council  of  Churches.  But 
only  there  shall  be  Uberty  given  to  both  Pastor  and  People,  if  they 
have  any  objections  against  ai^  of  the  Messengers  that  shall  be 
chosen,  as  unfit  persons  to  judge  in  these  matters,  to  offer  their 
objections  before  the  Council  when  met,  who  shall  judge  of  the 
validity  or  sufficiency  of  those  objections." 

"  Then  we  proceeded  to  nommate  churches.  I  first  nominated 
the  church  of  South  Hadley ;  but  this  was  objected  against ;  and  a 
writing  was  produced  under  the  hands  of  Ebenezer  Pomroy  and 
his  Wife,  testifying  some  things  w^hich  they  had  heard  the  nunister 
of  South  Hadley,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  say,  manifesting  his 
mind  in  some  of  those  things  of  which  the  Council  were  to  judge. 
After  considerable  discourse  on  the  matter,  the  church  finally  re- 
fused to  aUow  that  church  to  be  of  the  Council.  And  the  follow- 
ing churches  were  agreed  upon,  viz.  the  First  Church  in  Hadley, 
the  Church  in  Hatfield,  the  Church  in  Sunderland,  the  Church  of 
Cold  Spring,  and  the  Second  Church  in  Northampton. 

"Then  the  church  proceeded  to  choose  agents  to  represent 
them  and  manage  their  cause  before  the  Council,  and  they  chose 
the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Pomroy,  Lieut.  Noah  Wright,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Hawley. 

"  Then  several  of  the  bretluen  earnestly  urged,  that  tlie  affiiir  of  our 
attending  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  should  be  reconsid- 
ered, insisting  that  this  Ordinance  ought  to  be  upheld  among  us. 
After  some  discourse  it  was  put  to  vote, —  Whether  the  Church,  on 
second  consideration,  thought  it  best,  that  thai  Ordinance  should  be 
upheld,  and  accordingly  a  Sacrament  speedily  appointed? — and  it 
passed  in  the  JVegative,  by  a  very  great  majority.  Then  the 
church  meeting  was  dissolved. 

"  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley  having  been  absent,  when  chosen  one  <rf 
the  Agents  oi  the  Church,  afterwards  came  to  me,  desiring  me  to 
inform  the  church,  that  he  declined  serving  in  that  capacity-    Ac- 
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cc^dingly,  I  stajred  the  church,  on  the  Sabbath,  Dec.  17,  and  in- 
fermed  them  of  it ;  when  some  of  the  brethren  desired  to  know 
the  reason  why  he  declined  serving.  Upon  which  he  gave  this 
reason,  That  his  judgment  was  so  different  from  that  of  the  churchy 
in  those  points  which  were  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Coun- 
cil, that  he  could  not  in  .conscience  plead  before  the  Council,  for 
those  things  on  which  the  church  insisted,  or  to  that  purpose. — 
Then  it  was  put  to  vote,  whether  the  church  would  add  any  other 
to  those  who  had  already  been  chosen.* 

"  The  next  Monday,  Dec.  18,  the  Precinct  met  again,  accord- 
ing to  adjournment ;  when  it  was  proposed  to  the  Precinct,  and 
much  urged  by  some  of  the  principal  men,  that  the  Precinct 
should,  by  a  vote,  manifest  their  desire  that  I  should  not  continue 
their  minister,  unless  I  altered  my  dpinion,  and  a  draft  for  such  a 
vote  was  proposed  by  the  Moderator ;  but  others  much  opposing 
it,  as  not  proper  before  the  advice  of  a  Council  had  been  asked,  it 
was  not  put  to  vote. 

"  At  this  meeting,  the  Precinct  voted  to  send  to  Major  Lymani 
of  Suffield,f  and  hire  him  to  come  and  plead  their  cause  at  the 
approaching  Council ;  and  appointed  a  man  to  go  to  him  for  that 
end.     Then  the  meeting  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight." 


^  The  roeuU  of  this  vote  is  not  mentioned. 

i  The  Hon.  Phineas  Lyman,  an  eminent  Counsellour  at  Law,  and  after* 
wards  Maior-Genorol,  first  in  the  Provincial  Service,  and  then  in  the  Britisk 
Army.     lie  derlined  tlie  proposed  pervicc. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Meeting  of  Previous  Council. — Remarks  of  Mr.  Edwards^  on 
the  question^  Whether  he  ought  not  to  be  mlawed  to  go  out  of  the 
eouwty^  in  the  choice  of  the  Final  Council. — Remarks  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards y  on  the  question^  Whether  the  state  of  things  was  ripe  for 
a  Pinal  Council. — Proposal  of  Mr.  Edufards. — Result. — Ad- 
journment.— Measures  of  both  parties. 

"  The  next  week  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  the  Council  that  was 
chosen,  met  ;*  and  this  Narrative,  viz.  the  preceding  part  of  it, 
was  read  to  them.  And  then  they  proceeded  to  hear  both  what 
the  Pastor  and  the  Agents  of  the  Church  had  to  offer  on  those  ar- 
ticles, which  the  Council  had  been  desired  to  judge  of,  and  advise 
in."  On  the  question,  Whether  it  was  not  reasonable  and  besty  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  county^  for  Ministers  or 
Churches  to  be  some  of  the  memhers  of  the  Council^  who  were  to 
judge^  whether  he  should  be  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  office^  or 
not; — ^Mr.  Edwards  submitted  to  the  Council  the  following  re- 
marks : 

"  In  order  to  determine — ^Whether  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go 
out  of  the  county,  in  ray  choice  of  a  part  of  the  Council,  which  is 
to  decide  on  the  question  of  my  dismission ;  it  should  be  particu- 
larly considered — ^Wbat  the  bu^ess  of  such  a  Council  will  be. 
And  here  I  would  observe, 

"  1.  That  the  business  of  that  Council  wiU  not  be  to  judge. 
Whether  my  opinion^  on  the  point  in  controversy ^  be  rights  or  not ;  _ 
for  that  would  be  only  to  determine.  Whether  my  opinion  and  theirs 
be  the  same  ;  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  thing  perfectly  known  be- 
fore the  calling  of  the  CfounciL  On  such  a  point,  the  opinion  of 
ministers  and  churches  cannot  easUy  be  hid,  and  they  will  be  cho- 
3en  on  each  side,  because  they  are  either  of  the  one  opinion  or 
of  the  other. 

"  2.  Nor  will  it  be  the  main  business  of  that  Council,  to  judge,— 
Whether^  or  no^  I  should  finally  continue  the  pastor  of  this  churchy 
if  the  people^  after  all  fair  means  usedy  and  all  proper  steps  taken 
to  effect  an  accommodation^  should  finally  desire  that  I  should  not 

*  The  miniBters  who  composed  this  Council,  were,  the  Rev.  Chester  Wil- 
liams of  Hadley,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Billing 
of  Cold  Spring,  (Belchertown,)  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jndd  of  West-Hampton, 
The  names  of  the  Delegates  are  not  known« 
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he  their  pastor  9 — ^I  have  never  given  tliis  Church  the  least  reason 
to  suspect,  that  I  had  vJfy  such  dung  in  view,  by  any  of  my  con- 
duct. And  besides,  I  stand  ready  to  save  any  Council  the  trouble 
of  judging  in  that  matter.  If  the  Church  would  in  the  first  place 
give  me  a  fair  hearing,  and  take  aU  proper  previous  steps,  and  treat 
me  in  that  respect  with  justice,  and  answerably  to  the  obligations 
which  they  owe  me  as  their  pastor,  and  yet  finally  should  desire 
my  dismission ;  I  should  trouble  a  Council  no  farther,  than  barely 
to  give  me  leave  to  relinquish  my  pastoral  office. 

"  But,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  business  of  that  Council  will  consist 
chiefly  in  the  following  things : 

"1.  In  determining  whether  the  pastor  and  church  ought  to  be 
separated,  they  must  have  liberty  to  do  what  they  can  towards  ef- 
fecting an  accommodation.  It  will  be  unreasonable  to  call  a  Coun- 
cil, to  decide  on  the  question  of  separation,  and  yet  so  tie  up  their 
hands,  that  they  shaU  be  obliged  to  proceed  on  the  supposition, 
that  the  disease  is  desperate,  without  allowing  them  to  judge  of  that 
matter  for  themselves,  or  to  use  any  means  or  endeavours  for  a 
cure.  The  separating  of  pastor  and  people  will  be  an  important 
event — an  event  followed  by  great,  extensive  and  very  unhappy, 
consequences,  and  ought  not  to  be  done  widiout  obvious  and  irre- 
trievable necessity.  That  necessity  ought  not  to  be  determined, 
merely  by  the  parties  at  variance ;  but  by  the  Council,  which 
judges  whether  we  must  be  parted,  or  not.  The  desperateness  of 
.the  disease  should  not  be  determined  by  the  patient,  but  by  the 
physician.  That  Council  must  have  our  whole  case  laid  before 
them,  and  then  they  must  judge.  Whether  it  mU  be  worth  the  while 
to  use  any  endeavours  for  an  accommodation.  And,  if  they  judge 
that  it  is  worth  the  while,  then  they  must  have  liberty  to  use  tlieir 
best  skill,  in  order  to  efiect  it.  For  my  part,  though  I  confess 
there  appears  to  me  no  probability  of  our  difficulties  ever  being  ad- 
justed ;  yet  I  fee!  that  I  am  not  infallible,  nor  able  certainly  to  de- 
termine that  they  cannot.  I  cannot  certamly  say  that  a  Council 
cannot  enlighten  me,  so  as  to  make  my  conscience  easy  as  to  any 
point  of  practice,  so  as  to  proceed  in  it  with  a  good  conscience. 
Nor  can  my  people,  as  I  apprehend,  certainly  determine  that  no 
Council  can  ever  satisfy  them,  as  to  any  point  on  which  we  are 
now  divided.  *  It  is  worth  the  while  to  try  the  skill  of  some  of  tlie 
ablest  divines  in  the  land ;  and  indeed  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 
be  done,  before  we  proceed  to  an  act,  fi^ught  with  such  important 
consequences,  as  the  separation  of  pastor  and  people.  And  here 
the  question  arises.  What  sort  of  a  Council  is  proper  to  be  employ-" 
ed  in  such  an  attempt  ? — a  Council  wholly  consisting  of  divines  on 
one  side  in  the  controversy  ?— or  a  Council  consisting  of  some  on 
both  sides  ? 

'^  2.  If  they  conclude  that  there  is  no  hope  of  an  accommodation, 
the)'  will  then  be  called  upon  to  decide — Whether  the  parties  ate 
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7WW  ripe  for  a  separation.  And  the  grand  fomi  here  presetitd4 
to  them  \^1  be,  What  justice  demands^  with  regard  to  each  party* 
The  claims  of  both  parties  must  be  weighed  by  them,  as  in  a  bak 
ance.  On  the  one  hand,  they  must  determine  what  are  the  just 
claims  of  the  people,  and  whether  my  contmuance  here  can  be  con- 
sistent widi  their  rights.  On  the  other,  they  must  consider,  what  I 
can  claim  by  virtue  of  my  relation  to  the  pec^le  as  their  pastor^ 
whether  the  steps  which  ought  to  be  taken  previous  to  a  separation 
have  actually  been  taken ;  whether  they  have  given  me  a  hearing 
on  the  question  in  dispute,  and  have  done  me  justice  in  this  con- 
troversy, so  that  nothing  remains  which  I  can  fairly  demand  of  them, 
before  they  can  fairly  demand  a  release  from  all  their  obligations  to 
me  as  their  pastor.  The  case  presented  to  tliem  for  their  decisioB 
wiU  therefore  be  a  case  of  simple  justice  and  equity,  between  two 
parties  at  variance.  And  here  the  question  again  arises.  What  sort 
of  a  Council  b  proper  to  be  employed  in  deciding  such  a  case  ? — a 
Council  whoUy  consisting  of  divines  on  one  side  in  the  controversy  ? 
—or  a  Council  consisting  of  some  on  both  sides  ? 

'^  3.  If  the  future  council  should  decide  on  an  immediate  separa- 
tion between  pastor  and  people,  they  must  also  set  forth  to  the 
world,  in  their  result,  the  reasons  of  their  decision.  They  must 
explicitly  declare.  Whether  it  is  for  any  thing  blame-worthy  and 
scandalous  in  the  pastor ^  which  rmders  him  unfit  for  the  ministry^ 
and  worthy  to  he  dismissed  from  it  ?  or — Whether  he  is  innocent  %n 
the  affair^ — How  far  he  has  conducted  himself  well,  and  treated 
his  people  jusdy?  and.  How  far  they  can  recommend  him  as  fit  to 
be  employed  elsewhere  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  ?  This  is  what 
is  usual  in  such  cases,  and  what  the  very  nature  of  things  renders 
just  and  necessary.  But  the  state  of  the  present  case  renders  it 
necessary  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  that  on  several  accounts. 
One  is,  the  well  known  fact,  that  many  reports  have  been  industri- 
ously circulated  tlirough  the  country,  relative  to  my  conduct  in  this 
afiair,  which  are  greatly  to  my  disadvantage.  It  is  continually  as- 
serted by  my  opposers,  that  I  wish  to  Lord  it  over  Grod's  heritage, 
that  I  am  contentk)us  and  quarrelsome,  tl)at  I  am  obstinate,  stiflf  and 
inflexible,  and  that  I  would  not  yield  an  ace  in  my  opinion  to  save 
myself  and  my  family  from  ruin. — ^Another  is,  that  my  people 
themselves,  have  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  that,  from 
timejto  time,  I  have  been  publicly  blamed  and  highly  charged,  with 
regard  to  my  conduct.  As  this  appears  evidendy  the  prevailing 
disposition  of  my  people,  to  cast  blame  upon  me,  and  they  do  it 
here  openly  and  publicly  from  time  to  time,  I  have  no  reascm  to 
think  mat  they  restrain  tiiemselves  abroad.  And  as  there  is  a  great 
multitude  of  them,  many  mouths,  to  reproach  me,  and  th^  are 
very  much  abroad  in  various  parts  of  New  England,  and  1  have 
only  my  own  single  voice  to  defend  myself  with ;  so  there  seems 
to  be  no  other  way  for  my  defence,  thaa  by  Uie  en^uky  anfl  judg- 
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ment  of  an  impartial  Council.  And  then,  besides  tlie  reproaches 
of  my  people  by  word  of  mouth,  their  public  conduct  towards  me  is 
such,  as  casts  a  reproach  upon  me.  The  whole  series  of 
their  conduct  has  this  lan^age,  uttered  too  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
I  am  most  insufferably  cnminal.  This  is  particularly  true  of  their 
openly  refusing,  once  and  again,  to  receive  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  at  my  hands.  It  has  this  look — tliat  1  am  a  scan- 
dalous person :  this  is  the  language  of  it :  it  has  this  appearance  to 
the  world.  Of  course  this  future  Council  will  unavoidably  have  to 
judge  between  me  and  my  people,  in  this  matter.  And  here  again 
die  same  question  presents  itself — What  sort  of  a  Council  is  proper 
to  be  employed,  in  deciding  on  my  conduct  and  character? — ^A 
Council  consisting  wholly  of  those,  who  are  known  to  be  against 
me,  and  to  side  with  my  opposers ;  or  a  Council  consisting  of  some 
on  botiv sides? 

"  These  three  things,  it  is  plain,  will  constitute  the  main  business 
of  the  future  Council;  and  the  question — ^What  kind  of  a  Council 
is  requisite  to  judge  in  such  a  case,  and  to  decide  on  these  points, 
-—cannot,  I  humbly  conceive,  be  a  matter  of  any  difficulty.  It 
must  be  evident  to  every  man  of  the  least  reflection,  tliat  an  Impar- 
iial  Council  is  indispensable,  or  at  least,  a  Council  so  constituted, 
that  it  may  be  as  near  to  impaitiality  as  may  be.  This  will  appear, 
if  each  of  tliese  three  points,  on  which  the  Council  must  judge,  is 
duly  considered. — ^If  they  are  to  attempt  an  accommodation,  or  to 
bring  the  two  distant  parties  together ;  surely  it  is  proper  that  the 
Council,  which  is  to  do  this,  should  be  themselves  in  the  middle, 
and  not  all  on  one  side,  or  with  one  of  die  distant  parties. — If  they 
are  to  decide, — ^Whether  the  Church  have  done  me  justkie  in  this 
controversy,  as  to  what  I  can  demand  of  them,  before  they  can  de- 
mand a  separation  ? — ^need  I  ask,  whether  the  tribunal  which  is  to 
decide  a  simple  point  of  equity,  between  two  panics  at  variance,  in 
a  case  deeply  interesting  to  both,  ought  to  be  impartial  ?  And,  if 
diey  are  to  judge  between  two  parties,  one  of  which  blames  and 
condemns  the  odier  in  a  very  open  manner,  and  it  is  their  duty  to 
decide,  whether  these  accusations  are  just,  and  whether  the  accus- 
ed is  innocent,  or  guilty ;  does  this  venerable  Council  need  an  ar- 
gument from  me,  to  prove  to  them  that  impartiality  is  an  essential 
qualification  in  the  tribunal,  which  is  to  judge  between  two  such 
parties,  and  that  the  members  of  it  ought  not,  all  of  diem,  to  be  on 
die  ade  of  the  party,  which  lays  the  blame  and  brings  the  charge ; 
but  a  part  of  them  on  the  side  of  the  party  blamed  in  the  original 
controversy?  Since,  in  this  case,  we  cannot  expect  to  obtain  a 
Council,  which  shall  be  impaitial  in  the  most  proper  sense — ^in  the 
sense  diat  each  member,  taken  singly,  diall  be  impartial — but  all 
must  be  supposed  to  be  on  one  side  or  the  other  in  the  main  con- 
troversy ;  there  ought  therefore  to  be  that,  which  shall  be  in  some 
measure  an  equivalent — there  ought  to  be  a  balance  in  the  Coun- 
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cil — SO  that,  putting  both  parts  together,  tlie  whole  Consistory  may 
be  looked  upon  as  it  were  impartial ;  and,  if  one  of  the  parties 
choose  those  who  are  on  their  side  in  the  main  controversy,  the  other 
should  also  be  allowed  to  choose  such  as  are  on  his  ',  and  neither 
party  tied  up  to  such  limits  in  his  choice,  that  all  opportunity  of  any 
tolerable  degree  of  impartiality  in  the  Council,  should  be  pre- 
cluded. 

"  Hence  it  must  be  reasonable  that,  in  the  choice  of  the  future 
Council,  I  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  limits  of  this  county, 
for  some  of  the  members ;  it  being  a  fact  perfectly  well  known, 
concerning  the  ministers  and  churches  of  die  county,  that  they  are 
fdmost  universally  on  one  side  in  the  original  controversy.  And 
this  is  the  point  now  to  be  determined  by  this  reverend  Council,  I 
would  endeavour  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to  show  that  it  is  rea- 
sonable and  necessary  that  I  should  be  allowed  this  liberty,  as  im- 
partiality is  to  be  sought  in  the  Council ;  and  in  the  second,  would 
mention  several  circumstances,  which  render  it  highly  expedient. 

"  I  freely  own  that  it  is  a  good  general  rule,  that  Councils,  which 
are  to  judge  of  difficulties  arising  in  particular  churches,  should  be 
constituted  of  neighbouring  churches.  But  to  say,  that  this  is  a 
rule  so  established  by  the  word  of  God,  or  the  reason  and  nature  of 
things,  and  made  so  universal,  that  it  never  will  or  can  admit  of  any 
exception,  and  never,  in  any  case  whatsoever,  ought  to  be  dispens- 
ed with,  is  carrying  the  matter  to  such  an  unreasonable  length,  as 
no  one  of  the  members  of  this  reverend  CouncJil  would  sanction. 
Let  us  suppose  a  case,  which  is  not  impos^le,  that  a  whole  neigh- 
bourhood of  ministers  were  nearly  related  to  one  of  two  parties, 
between  whom  a  Council  was  to  judge;  would  any  one  say,  in  such 
a  case,  that  they,  and  they  only  must  be  the  judges,  because  tliey 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  ?  Would  any  one  imagine,  that  the  mere 
circumstance  of  vicinity,  or  of  county  limits,  as  fixed  by  the  civil 
power^  ought  to  outweigh  such  an  essential  circumstance  as  con- 
sangubity ;  however  the  ministers  of  the  neighbourhood  might  be 
men  of  wisdom  and  great  integrity  ?  Now,  though  perhaps  it  may 
be  disputed,  whether  unity  oj  sentiment^  in  matters  of  religion,  has 
an  equal  tendency  to  prejudice  the  mind,  in  favour  of  particular 
persons  and  their  behaviour,  with  consanguinity ;  yet  I  suppose  it 
to  be  a  point  beyond  dispute,  that  it  has  a  powerful  tendency ;  and 
that  diversity  of  sentiment  has  an  equally  powerful  tendency  to  pre- 
judice the  mind,  not  only  agamst  the  doctrines  which  are  opposite 
to  those  we  embrace,  but  against  the  persons  who  introduce  and 
maintain  them.  In  all  ages  and  nations,  diversity  of  religious  sen- 
timent has  occasioned  uncharitableness  and  censoriou^ess  in  man- 
kind, one  towards  another ;  and  the  strongest  prejudices,  which 
have  appeared  among  men,  have  been  owing  to  diis  cause.  Very 
often  h»s  this  been  true,  where  the  difference  has  been  in  things 
not  fundamental.     Such  is  the  weakness  of  human  nature  on  tins 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Life  of  president  edWauds.  347 

point,  that  few  men  get  the  mastery  of  this  temptation.  Here  and 
there,  an  eminently  great  man  appears  to  have  conquered  its  influ- 
ence. Yet,  even  among  great  men,  such  instances  are  rare.  How 
evident  is  it,  that  men  of  distinguished  learning  and  talents,  and  of 
eminent  piety,  are  often  powerfully  influenced  by  this  prejudice, 
and  that  insensibly  to  themselves.  And  if  we  examine  the  history 
of  ages  past,  we  shall  find  abundant  evidence,  that  even  consan- 
guinity itself  does  not  render  us  more  liable  to  powerful  prejudices,  - 
tfian  this  very  cause. 

*'  The  prejudices,  to  which  we  are  thus  exposed,  are  not  merely 
against  the  persons  of  individuals,  but  against  their  conduct;  espe- 
cially against  that  part  of  their  conduct  which  is  immediately  con- 
nected with  their  opinions,  in  avowing  and  maintaining  them,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  introduce  and  propagate  them.  How  gready 
have  the  members,  and  especially  the  ministers,  of  the  Church  of 
En^and,  even  those  among  them  who  are  great  and  good  men, 
been  prejudiced  against  the  persons  and  conduct  of  Dissenters  j 
and  how  have  they  accused  them  of  bigotry,  blind  zeal,  and  per- 
verseness.  And  how  fully  has  our  liability  to  prejudices  of  this 
nature,  been  exemplified  of  late  in  New  England,  in  persons  of 
opposite  opinions,  respecting  the  late  extensive  Revival  of  Religion ; 
how  strong  have  been  the  prejudices  occasioned  thereby  against 
the  persons  and  conduct  of  many  individuals.  EspeciaUy  is  this 
true,  when  the  controversy  about  the  opposite  religious  opmions  is 
in  the  height  of  agitation.  Above  all  is  the  temptation  great,  with 
respect  to  the  individual,  who  is  the  first  and  main  occasion  of  the 
controversy,  and  appears  as  the  head  and  roring  of  the  whole  de- 
bate, as  moved  and  mamtained  in  the  given  time  and  place ;  which 
is  precisely  my  case  in  the  existing  controversy. 

"  And  the  influence  of  this  cause  to  bias  the  minds  of  men,  has 
been  strikingly  exemplified,  in  this  very  case,  in  ministers  of  good 
character,  and  such  as  in  other  respects  have  been  verj'  firiendly  to 
me.  Since  this  controversy  has  existed  at  Northampton,  I  have 
had  occasion  to  converse  widi  many  gendemen  in  the  mmistry,  on 
both  sides  of  the  question  ;  and  I  find  a  vast  diflTerence,  between 
those  on  one  side  and  those  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  their  charity 
with  respect  to  me  and  my  conduct.  Those  on  one  side  are  more 
apt  to  give  heed  to  reports,  which  they  have  heard  to  my  disadvan- 
tage, and  to  be  enquiring  with  concern  into  such  and  such  parts  of 
my  conduct.  Tliey  receive,  with  hesitation  and  difficulty,  the  ex- 
planations which  I  give,  and  the  reasons  which  I  oflfer,  and  entertain 
surmises  and  jealousies  of  my  design,  and  of  the  motives  by  wUcb 
I  am  governed.  But  with  the  ministers  of  the  other  side,  I  find 
nothing  of  this  natnre. 

•*  It  is  very  obvious,  that  the  members  of  this  church  themselves 
are  perfecdy  aware  of  the  tendency  of  reBgious  opinions  to  bias  the 
minds  of  men  in  this  very  controversy.     When  one  of  the  brethren 
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at  a  late  Cbarch  meeting,  spoke  in  mj  favour,  on  one  of  the  pdfaito 
now  to  be  decided  by  the  Council ;  one  of  thejnfluential  members,  ao 
officer  in  the  church  and  one  of  the  church  Committee  rose,  and  told 
the  church,  that  what  that  brother  had  said  was  the  less  to  be  regarded, 
because  he  had  manifested  himself  to  be  of  my  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  Qualifications  for  communion.  And  the  public  acts  of  tliis 
people,  show  how  fully  sensible  they  are  of  the  strong  tendency, 
which  sameness  or  contrarie^  of  opnion  will  have  to  prejudice 
ministers  and  churches.  To  what  other  cause  but  such  a  conscious- 
ness, shall  we  attribute  the  fact^  that  they  strive  so  laboriously  and 
perseveringly,  to  confine  me  exclusively,  in  the  ultimate  decision  of 
this  controversy,  to  judges  who  are  on  their  side  of  the  question  ; 
and  that  they  have  faired  able  Counsel,  to  plead  in  their  behalf  for 
this  very  purpose.  If  identity,  or  diversity,  of  religious  sentiment 
has  no  tendency  to  bias  the  mind,  why  all  this  anxiety,  and  eSorty 
and  expence,  and  struggling  to  confine  me  to  judges,  who  differ 
from  me  and  agree  with  themselves? 

"  As  to  the  neighbouring  ministers,  I  sincerely  profess  a  very 
honourable  esteem  of  them,  and  desire  to  be  thsuakful  that  I  have 
lived  in  peace  and  friendship  with  them ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  they 
are  gendemen  of  too  much  judgment  and  candour,  to  regard  it  as 
a  personal  reflection,  when  I  suppose  them,  as  well  as  others,  liable 
to  prejudices  fi-om  this  cause.  I  presume  none  of  us  are  unwilling 
to  own,  that  we  are  the  subjects  of  the  common  infirmities  of  human 
nature;  and  doubdess  we  have  found  this  the  fact  in  so  many  in- 
stances, that  we  should  in  some  cases  not  think  it  wisdom  to  trust 
our  own  hearts. 

"  This  then  being  so  evidendy  the  case,  if  the  Decisive  Council 
are  generally  of  an  opinion  contrary  to  mine,  and  the  same  with 
that  of  my  opposers,  on  the  matter  in  dispute,  they  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  impartial;  and  of  course  I  shall  have  no  fair  chance  for 
justice  firom  them ;  and  ^all  not,  in  debating  and  determinmg  the 
matter  in  controversy,  stand  on  equal  ground  with  the  other  party* 

<*  The  point  then  is  plain,  beyond  all  question,  that  I  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  such  a  Council. 

''  How  tender  does  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  all  civilized  nations 
teach  them  to  be  towards  every  one,  who  has  a  deeply  interesting 
cause  depending,  with  regard  to  the  impartiality  of  his  judges. 
When  he  has  any  objections  against  any  one,  proposed  as  a  juoge, 
how  easily  do  diey  admit  them,  if  there  be  the  least  appearance  <rf 
any  circumstance,  tending  to  bias  and  prejudice  the  mind.  How 
readily,  for  example,  are  such  objections  admitted  against  any  who 
are  nonnnated  to  be  of  a  Jury  ? 

"Local  proximity,  I  fully  admit,  ought  ordinarily  to  be  regarded 
as  a  circumstance  of  weight  in  a  Council  who  are  to  be  judges  in  a 
reBgious  controversy ;  but  in  no  measure  of  equal  weight  with  the 
essential  qualifications  of  the  judges  themselves,    ^d  as  to  the 
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quafifications  of  a  judge,  what  is  so  essential  as  Impardalitjr  ?  What 
can  be  more  essential  in  a  balance,  which  is  to  detennine  the  Iru^ 
weight  of  things,  than  that  the  scales  be  even  ? 

"  Thus  I  have  given  my  reasons  why  I  think  the  rules  of  equity 
and  a  regard  to  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  do  most  evidently 
require,  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  thi» 
County,  in  my  choice  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  future  Coun* 
cil.  1  now  proced  to  mention  several  circumstances,  which  render 
it  highly  expedient  that  I  should  have  this  liberty. 

**  TWs  Rev.  Council  cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  it  deeply  con- 
cerns my  reputation  and  my  iiiture  usefulness,  as  well  as  the  subsist- 
ence of  my  family,  that  I  should  have  justice  done  me  in  the  re- 
sult of  the  Future  Council ;  and  of  course  that  that  Council  should 
be  an  impartial  Council.     The  removal  of  a  minister  from  liis  peo- 

Ele  ordinarily  lays  him  under  great  disadvantages,  and  commonly 
urts  his  reputation  though  indeed  he  be  not  to  bkme.  There  is 
left  on  the  minds  of  the  world  some  susq[>icion,  whether  something 
or  other  blame-worthy  or  unhappy  in  him,  his  temper,  or  conduct, 
was  not  the  cause.  People  therefore  are  generally  not  so  willing 
to  employ  such  removed  ministers.  There  is  commonty  a  great 
deal  said  against  them ;  and  how  much  of  it  is  true  and  just,  and 
how  much  unjust  and  ftdse,  the  world  do  not  know,  and  do  not  think 
themselves  obliged  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  enc|uiring ;  but  rather 
think  it  their  province  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Hence, 
as  I  think  I  have  been  innocent,  and  conscientious,  and  fair  and 
faithful,  with  my  people  in  this  afiair,  according  to  the  best  licht 
which  I  enjoy ;  so  it  concerns  me  greatly,  that  I  siiould  have  luD 
justice  done  me,  in  the  result  of  the  Final  Council. 

"  That  some  of  the  members  of  that  Council  should  come  from 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  County,  deeply  concerns  ray  future  useful- 
ness in  another  respect;  viz.  That  if  I  am  ever  erapbyed  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry  hereafter,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  be  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  <^  any  where  in  these  western  parts  of 
New  England ;  and  it  \idll  have  a  vasdy  greater  influence  as  to  ray 
reputation,  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  farther  eastward  than 
Harapshire,  if  sorae  ministers  of  note,  who  belong  in  those  parts, 
having  had  full  cognizance  of  those  affiurs,  do  recommend  me. 

"  It  is  the  more  expedient  that  the  separation  of  the  minister  and 
peqple  of  Northampton,  if  it  take  place,  should  take  place  under 
the  direction  of  a  Council,  having  some  of  its  merabers  ftx)m  distant 
places  and  of  chief  note  in  the  country,  as  it  will  be  an  event  oi 
great  and  extensive  influence  on  the  interests  of  religion,  and  the 
Church  of  God.  Northarapton  having  been  a  place  much  heard 
of,  and  extensively  observed  by  the  church  at  large,  as  to  its  reli- 
gious concerns,  and  the  past'state  of  things  between  minister  and 
people,  having  been  much  known ;  the  report  of  our  separation 
must  needs  produce  an  extensive  and  great  e^ct — as  great,  and  ob 
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some  accounts  much  greater,  on  places  at  a  distance,  than  on  places 
that  are  near.  People  at  a  distance  have  been  more  ignorant  of 
our  former  imperfections,  and  have  been  ready  to  look  on  North- 
ampton as  a  kind  of  heaven  upon  earth.  The  result  of  the  Final 
Coimcil  will  undoubtedly  be  published  to  the  woiid,  and  will  be  re- 
garded with  deep  attention  by  many,  not  only  in  New  England,  but 
in  the  other  provinces  of  North  America,  as  well  as  by  some  per- 
haps in  England  and  Scddand.  Hence  surely  it  is  best,  before 
this  unhappy  event  of  a  separation  shall  take  place,  that  some  of 
the  wisest  and  ablest  men  in  the  country,  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  into  our  affiurs  and  give  us  dieir  advice^  and  use  theu:  wisdom 
if  possible  to  prevent  this  calamity,  and  that,  if  it  must  take  place, 
a  just  report  of  it,  with  its  causes  and  circumstances,  may  be  given 
to  the  world  by  men  whose  characters  are  known  and  respected  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Both  my  reputation  abroad,  and  the  in- 
terests of  religi<m  greatly  require  this, 

*^  It  is  the  more  reasonable  that,  in  the  determination  of  an  afiair 
of  such  extensive  influence,  I  should  not  be  confined  to  the  limits 
of  this  partidular  neighbourhood,  because,  as  things  are  constituted 
in  this  country,  there  is  no  appeal  horn  one  Council  to  another,  no 
af^al  firom  a  Presbytery  of  a  vicinity  to  a  Council  or  Synod  from 
larger  limits.  But,  n  the  case  goes  to  the  vicinity,  that  is  the  last 
resort,  and  they  wiH  have  as  much  power  in  the  case,  as  the  Gene^ 
ral  Assembly  ol  the  whole  nation  would  have  in  the  like  case,  in 
Scotland. 

"I  beseech  this  Rev.  Council,  most  deliberately  and  impartially 
to  consider  these  things,  and  give  them  ^eir  due  weight,  as  I  doubt 
not  they  would  govern  themselves  by  diose  good  rules  of  equity 
and  chanty, — **  Thou  shalt  love  Ay  neighbour  as  thyself,"  and, "  Do 
unto  others,  as  thou  wouldst  they  should  do  unto  thee." 

*^  I  now  jnroceed  to  answer  some  Objectbns. 

"In  reply  to  aH  the  arguments  derived  from  the  Platform  of 
Church  Discipline,  as  a  constitution  or  establishment  binding  these 
Churches,  I  would  suggest  the  following  observations : 

"  1.  I  know  of  nothing  possessing  die  force  of  a  rule  or  estab- 
lishment to  bind  particular  Churches  of  Christ,  without  an  express 
act  or  consent  of  their  own,  unless  it  be  the  Word  of  God.  On 
die  princi|4es  of  Protestantism,  I  know  not  by  what  rule,  a  Council, 
which  sat  ninety  years  ago,  could  make  a  rule  or  establishment, 
which  could  bind  the  present  churches,  without  any  free  act  of 
theirs,  or  without  making  it  their  own  rule. 

"  2.  The  present  church  of  Northampton  never  made  that  plat- 
form their  rule,  or  had  the  least  regard  to  it  in  any  one  public  pro^ 
ceeding,  since  I  have  been  their  pastor;  and  I  know  so  much  of 
their  present  and  past  state,  that  I  may  be  bold  to  say,  they  have 
never  pretended  to  make  this  rule  a  directory  in  eccleaasdcal  mat- 
ters, since  any  one  of  the  present  members  of  the  church  was  a 
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church-meiober.  I  never  heaidit  meimoned  by  any  of  the  church 
on  any  occasion  until  now ;  and  I  veiily  believe  that,  until  a  little 
while  since,  the  great  body  of  tlie  members  never  knew  there  was 
any  such  tlung  in  existence. 

"  3.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  the  compilers  of  the 
Platform,  who  were  all  Congr^adonalists,  as  well  as  mconsistent 
with  the  very  Platform  itself^  that  it  should  be  of  the  nature  of  a 
constitution,  or  establishment  obligatory  on  future  churches,  or  on 
present  churches,  any  farther  dian  by  their  own  free  acts ;  for  the 
compilers  of  that  Platform  plainly  show  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that 
each  particular  church  has,  under  Christ,  all  power  of  dis(^line 
within  itself,  without  being  bound  by  the  determinations  of  other 
churches ;  and  that  the  government  of  the  Church  is  Congrega- 
tional, and  not  National,  nor  Provmcial,  nor  Classical,  md  there- 
fore not  subject  to  the  dedsions  and  constitutions  of  nationid,  j»o- 
vincial  or  classical  Synods,  unless  by  their  own  free  act. 

^'  4.  The  Platform  itself  allows  expressly  of  departing  from  the 
mciakjy  when  the  oature  of  the  case  leads  to  it.  The  words  of 
the  Platform  are,  "  There  should  be  liberty,  without  oflfence,  to 
make  use  of  other  churches,  as  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  oppoitunity^  may  lead  thereto*" — I  think  I  have  plainly 
shown  already,  that  the  nature  of  this  case  does  lead  to  it^  and  al^ 
flolutely  reqmres  it. 

^*  As  to  the  Vote  of  this  Church,  in  die  d^ys  of  our  fathers,  thir- 
ty-five years  ago, — ^That  diey  would  be  subject  to  a  Coundlof  the 
Churcbri^  of  the  Coun^,  unul  some  superiour  Judicature  were  e»* 
tablished  in  the  Province, — ^it  may  be  sufficient  here  to  suggest  the 
following  brief  considerations : 

^^  1.  rfo  persons  professing  Protestant  principles  will  maintam, 
that  christians  of  the  present  generation  are  bound,  in  affiurs  of  i^e- 
ligion  and  the  worship  of  Grod^  by  the  determination  of  their  fore- 
flithers,  unless  they  have  adopted  the  act  of  their  forefathers,  and 
made  it  in  some  way  or  other  their  own,  by  their  own  act  and  con- 
sent, either  express  or  implicit. 

<^  2.  This  appears  still  more  obviously,  in  the  present  case,  from 
tlie  very  different  circiunstances  of  the  CounQr,  in  this  generation, 
and  in  the  last.  This  change  m  the  state  of  things,  shows  this  act 
to  be  void,  unless  it  has  been  renewed  since.  Had  their  circum- 
stances been  like  ours,  our  forefathers,  we>  have  the  best  reason  to 
believe,  would  never  have  formed  such  a  determination.  We 
have  now  two  associations.  The  chMrches  are  iar  more  numerous 
and  more  dispersed.  And  as  the  state  of  things,  which  was  the 
ground  of  this  act  of  our  ancestors,  has  ceased,  we  must  suppose 
die  act  itself  to  cease  as  to  any  obligation  on  us,  unless  it  has  been 
renewed. 

^'  3.  There  has  been  no  reo^^tion  of  this  act  b^  us,  either  ex- 
plidt  or  implied.    Certainly  there  has  be^fi  no  explicit  recognitioi|. 
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Who  can  point  out  any  act  or  vote  of  us,  the  existing  church  mem- 
bers, by  which  we  have  recognized  its  binding  force.  Neither  have 
we  implicitly  consented  to  it.  Since  I  have  been  the  pastor  of 
this  Church,  though  we  have  on  many  occasions  had  the  subject 
of  Councils  before  us,  we  have  never,  in  any  one  instance,  paid 
the  least  respect  to  their  act ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  it  has  ever 
been  once  mentioned  before  the  Church. 

^^  4.  We  have  imj^dtly  renounced  it  in  several  ways.  Our 
proceedings  have  always  been  inconsistent  with  it.  The  Vote  re- 
fers to  a  Council  of  Churches  ;  whereas  we  have  been  connected 
only  with  Councils  of  Ministers.  The  Vote  refers  to  a  Stated 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  the  County,  according  to  Mr.  Stod- 
idard's  known  Presb}rterian  principles,  and  not  to  Elective  Councils; 
whereas  all  the  Councils  with  whidi  we  have  been  connected, 
have  been  Elective.  We  have  ako  imphcitly  renounced  Presbyte- 
rianisniy  which  that  Vote  was  intended  to  introduce ;  and  have 
adopted  CongregcUionalism. 

^^  5.  If  it  had  not  been  r^ounced,  but  made  our  own  act  as 
much  as  we  could  make  it  so,  it  must  be  understood  only  as  a  ge- 
neral rule,  and  could  not  be  of  fbt^  in  extraordinary  cases,  in 
which  it  would  be  contrary  to  reason  and  the  rights  of  mankind  to 
adhere  to  it ;  for  as  far  as  it  is  contrary  to  the^,  it  is  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God,  and  die  law  of  Christ 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church. 

"6.  In  this  very  case,  the  Church  themselves  propose  to  re- 
nounce this  act.  The  Vote  speaks  of  a  Council  of  aU  the  Churches 
of  die  Coun^,  taking  them  as  they  are,  without  election ;  whereas 
die  Church  have  CHily  insisted  on  a  small  part  of  these  Chui-ches 
designated  by  election.  But  surely  if  all  of  the  Vote  is  not  bind- 
ing, no  part  of  it  is  bmding. 

"  As  to  what  I  wrote  fourteen  years  ago,  in  the  controversy,  con- 
cerning the  setdement  of  Mr.  6 ^  at  Springfield,  wherein  1 

say, — ^That  the  affiurs  of  Religion  are  not  confined  to  single 
churches,  properly  belonging  to  the  neighbouring  churches ;— 1 
would  observe  as  follows  : 

"1.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  understand  me  otherwise  than 
I  really  intended,  viz.  That  this  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  general 
rule,  and  an  ordinary  point  of  regulari^.  I  suppose  that  the  neigh- 
bouring ministers  think  it  a  good  general  rule  as  well  as  I,  and  have 
perhaps,  expressed  themselves  to  that  effect ;  yet  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  there  is  one  of  them,  who  thinks  it  a  rule  diat  will  allow 
of  no  dispensation.  Which  of  the  Rev.  Ministers  here  present, 
who  knows  what  the  state  of  things  has  been  of  late  in  Connecti- 
cut, with  regard  to  some  of  the  associations  there,  and  especially 
with  regard  to  one,  would  think  that  every  church  and  every  minis- 
ter within  its  bounds,  in  all  ecclesiastical  affairs  in  which  they  need- 
ed the  help  of  other  churches  and  ministers,  ought  to  be  obliged  in 
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every  case  to  make  use  of,  and  submit,  to  the  neighbouring  minis- 
ters, and  them  only.  Yet  their  Associations  and  Consociations  have 
much  stronger  claims  to  be  regarded  as  an  establishment,  than 
any  thing  of  a  like  nature  among  us. 

"2.  It  is  not  merely  on  this  occasion,  when  I  myself  am  con- 
cerned and  my  own  interest  touched,  that  I  have  insisted  that  there 
ought  to  be  exceptions  in  extraordinary  cases  from  this  general  rule ; 

for  I  insisted  on  this  in  that  very  controversy  respecting  Mr.  B . 

There  is  abundant  evidence  also,  that  I  expressed  the  same  opin- 
ion long  ago,  before  the  controversy  between  me  and  my  people 
was  begun.  Some  of  the  ministers  here  present  are  my  witnesses, 
that  I  expressed  the  same  opinion,  on  occasion  of  the  transactions 
of  some  of  the  associations  in  Connecticut.  And  this  whole 
church  are  my  witnesses  to  the  same  point :  They  know  that  I 
signified  as  much  publicly  in  word  and  deed,  when  the  Separate 
Society  in  New-Haven  sent  to  this  Church  to  assist  them  in  Coun- 
cil, by  theur  pastor  and  a  messenger.  And  the  Church  themselves 
did,  on  that  occasion,  publicly  consent  to  a  departure  from  this  ge- 
neral rule,  without  any  objection  made  by  even  one  individual ;  and 
accordingly  a  messenger  was  actually  chosen  by  them,  to  go  with 
me  as  a  member  of  the  Council  at  New-Haven. 

"  3.  Suppose  it  could  have  been  made  to  appear,  that,  in  what 
1  wrote  fourteen  years  ago  in  that  controversy,  I  expressed  myself 
in  universal  terms, — ^That  I  declared  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  exception  in  no  case  whatever, — and  that  I  could 
not  prove  that  I  had  ever  changed  my  mind  until  now,  when  it 
comes  to  be  my  own  case ;  yet,  even  in  that  case,  the  question  to 
be  decided  by  this  Council,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  would  be, — not 
what  my  opinion  once  was ;  but — ^what  is  really  just  and  right  in  its 
own  nature.  The  judgment  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  rules  by  wliich 
the  judges  are  to  proceed  are  the  Lord's,  and  not  mine,  nor  any 
other  man's.  They  are  to  decide,  according  to  the  rules  of  rea- 
son and  the  word  of  (Jod,  what  are  (Jod's  rules  ;  and  not  by  what 
once  was,  or  now  is,  my  opinion.  If  a  man  had  a  cause  depend- 
ing before  a  civil  tribunal,  and  it  could  be  proved  that,  this  man 
fourteen  years  ago  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  in  another  man's 
case,  that  such  a  thing  was  according  to  law ;  which  opinion,  if 
now  adopted  as  a  rule  by  the  iudges,  would  operate  against  him ; 
I  conceive  that  the  Judges  ought  not  to  be  determined,  even  if  he 
expressed  himself  m  an  unqualified  manner,  by  what  he  then  de- 
clared to  be  law,  in  his  opinion ;  but,  as  they  are  to  judge  for  the 
King  and  country,  they  must  judge  according  to  what  they  them- 
selves find  to  be  law,  vdiich  is  the  rule  they  are  to  go  by. 

"  If  any  .shall  say  that  it  is  but  just,  that  I  should  be  paid  in  my 
own  coin,  that  I  should  be  dealt  with  myself  as  I  have  deah  wim 
others ;  I  need  not  inform  this  venerable  Council  that  the  christian 
rule  is,  to  deal  by  another,  not  as  he  hath  dealt  by  me,  or  bv  his 

VoL.L  46  •" 
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neighbour,  but  as  I  would  that  he  should  have  dealt  by  me,  and  as 
he  ought  to  have  dealt  by  his  neighbour.  But  if  any  should  insist 
that  this  is  but  a  proper  punishment  for  my  dealing  in  that  manner 
with  Mr.  B ;  omitting  many  things  that  might  be  said  concern- 
ing the  difference  of  tlie  two  cases,  I  would  only  say,  that  my  crime 
in  that  case,  if  there  was  any,  for  which  I  deserve  to  be  punished, 
was  not  doing  or  actirig  any  thing  whatever^  in  opposition  to  Mr. 

B 's  being  settled  by  ministers  from  a  distance.     I  had  no  hand 

at  all  in  opposing  these  ministers,  in  any  thing  they  did  ;  for  all  that 
was  done  of  that  nature,  was  done  when  I  was  not  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  when  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  any  thing  that  was  done 
until  all  was  over.  My  crime  was  merely  defending  what  others 
had  done,  at  tlieir  request.  What  I  wrote,  was  at  the  desire  of  my 
honoured  uncle,  Mr.  Williams  of  Hatfield,  and  otlier  ministers  who 
had  been  concerned,  to  jtistify  what  they  had  done.  So  that,  if 
what  I  then  wrote,  even  supposing  that  I  had  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  there  should  be  no  exceptions  to  the  rule,  would  hardly 
justify  this  Council  in  proceeding  with  me,  in  this  case,  on  princi- 
ples, which  otherwise  would  not  be  righteous ;  it  must  be,  because 
tlie  Council  esteem  it  a  sufficient  reason  to  depart  from  what  is  just 
and  equitable  in  itself,  in  their  dealings  with  me,  to  do  according  to 
an  opinion  which  I  expressed  many  years  ago,  in  the  vindication 
of  others.  Far  be  it  fix)m  me,  to  entertain  so  low  an  opmion  of 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  this  reverend  Council. 

"  Having  made  these  observations,  there  is  no  need  of  my  saying 
any  thing  further  concerning  a  practical  agreement  of  the  churches 
of  the  County,  to  manage  their  ecclesiastical  affairs  among  them- 
selves. I  would  only  briefly  observe,  that  what  I  say  of  this,  in 
what  I  wrote  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  B.,  obviously  had  reference 
to  the  Ordination  of  ministers.  That  was  a  case  of  ordination, 
and  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  knew  or  had  heard  any  thing  of 
a  Council  of  ministers  in  diis  County,  on  any  other  occasion  but  the 
ordination  of  ministers.  But  had  my  meaning  been  different,  the 
preceding  remarks  are  sufficient  to  show,  that  nothing  could  have 
been  inferred  from  it,  which  ought  to  govern  in  the  present  case. 
If  there  has  rarely  been  a  Council  of  Churches  in  the  County,  in 
cases  of  controversy  in  particular  churches ;  then  the  instances  do 
not  amount  to  an  established  rule  for  all  cases,  both  ordinary  and 
extraordinary.  And  if  the  instances  had  been  ever  so  numerous, 
yet  custom  can  establish  nothing  contrary  to  Christ's  own  rules — the 
rules  of  reason,  and  the  rules  of  natural  righteousness  and  equity. 

"  It  is  also  objected,  that  to  allow  ministers  to  go  out  of  the  Coun- 
ty for  a  Council,  in  cases  like  this,  will  open  a  door  for  error  which 
cannot  be  closed ;  and  that  I  assert  the  same  in  what  I  wrote  con- 
cerning the  ordination  at  Springfield.  To  this  objection  a  very  brief 
reply  will  be  sufficient. 

«  1.  What  I  assert  in  the  communication  referred  to  is  this — 
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"  That  to  allow  one  party  to  elect  all  his  own  judges^  will  be  to 
open  a  door  to  error." — ^And  it  is  very  true  that  when  that  is  done 
there  can  be  no  security  to  the  other  party  against  any  injustice,  or 
any  thing  else  that  is  bad.  But  I  never  asserted  tliat  to  call  an  Im- 
partial Council,  was  the  way  in  which  either  tnith  or  justice  could 
not  be  defended.  Had  I  done  so,  I  should  obviously  have  asserted 
the  grossest  absurdity. 

"  2.  If  it  had  so  happened  that  half  of  the  ministers  in  the  coun- 
ty had  been  of  my  opinion  on  the  Qualifications  for  communion ; 
according  to  this  argument,  it  would  as  effectually  have  opened  the 
door  to  error,  to  choose  my  part  of  the  Council  from  within  the 
County,  as  it  will  now  to  choose  it  from  without ;  and  if  so,  it  would 
have  been,  in  that  case,  a  good  argument  against  my  having  any 
choice  at  all.  And  this  is  in  effect  sajring,  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
judges  allowed  in  the  controversy,  except  the  people  themselves, 
who  constitute  one  of  the  parties ;  because,  for  them  to  have  all 
their  judges  of  their  own  choosing,  is  one  and  the  same  thing  as  to 
be  their  own  judges.  And  if  it  had  happened  that  the  churches  in 
the  county  had  been  almost  all  of  my  opinion,  as  now  they  are  of 
theirs ;  then  the  argument  would  be  just  as  strong  for  their  going  out 
of  the  county,  as  now  for  confining  me  to  it.  Can  this  Venerable 
Council  lend  their  sanction  to  a  rule  which  works  such  manifest  in- 
justice? 

"3.  This  rule  will  no  more  defend  truth  tlian  expose  it.  If  a 
particular  church  is  in  the  right,  and  the  rest  of  the  county  happens 
to  be  in  the  wrong ;  then  that  church,  in  summoning  a  Council,  re- 
ceives, by  adhering  to  this  rule,  just  as  much  disadvantage,  as  they 
would  receive  advantage,  if  the  reverse  were  the  fact.  And  we  all 
know  that  dicre  are  as  many  churches,  and  counties,  and  countries, 
which  are  erroneous,  as  orthodox — ^nay,  many  more, 

"  4.  The  objectors,  in  making  this  objection,  implicitly  admit, 
tliat  those  who  are  on  one  side  in  the  original  controversy,  are  not 
likely  to  be  impartial,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  do  justice  to  the 
other  side.  Otherwise,  how  would  die  cause  of  truth  be  exposed 
by  a  Council,  though  they  should  all  be  on  my  side,  much  less  by 
one  half  of  them  being  so.  And  if  their  bemg  aU  on  my  side,  will 
naturally  bias  them  in  favour  of  me  and  my  conduct ;  then,  by  pa- 
rity of  reason,  their  being  all  on  their  side  will  naturally  bias  them  in 
favour  of  them  and  their  conduct.  If  this  be  so,  it  proves  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  balance  in  the  Council,  to  bring  the  whole,  taken  toge- 
tlier,  to  an  equilibrium. 

"  I  will  now  take  notice  of  an  objection  which  may  possibly  arise 
in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Council,  viz.  That  if  I  am  allowed  to  go 
out  of  the  county,  on  the  ground  that  this  is  an  extraordinary  case,  it 
will  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  others  will  insist  on  the  like  liberty, 
and  will,  on  some  pretence  or  other,  claim  that  their  case  is  also  ex- 
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traordinary  5  and  thus  it  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  any  rule  or 
keep  any  bounds  in  any  case.     To  this  I  would  reply, 

"  1 .  If  this  be  a  case  of  such  character,  that  righteousness  plainly 
requires  that  I  have  this  liberty,  the  fear  of  others  claiming  the  same 
without  reason,  ought  not  to  prevent  justice  from  being  now  done 
to  me.  It  is  a  very  common  thing,  because  exceptions  and  peculiar 
liberties  are  granted  in  extraordmary  cases,  to  demand  them  in 
others  where  they  ought  not  to  be  granted ;  but  surely  this  is  no 
good  reason  for  not  granting  them  in  a  case  where  it  would  plainly 
be  the  grossest  injustice  to  refuse  them.  But,  not  to  enlarge  on 
this  point,  I  observe 

^<  2.  That  in  this  case,  as  it  now  stands,  there  can  be  no  possible 
danger  of  a  bad  precedent,  in  allowing  me  to  go  out  of  the  county, 
on  &e  ground  that  Justice  imperiously  requires  it;  because  I  have 
first  submitted  the  decision  of  this  matter  to  a  Council  of  the  neigh- 
bouring churches,  who  are  to  determine  whether  this  be  a  case, 
which  requires  this  liberty  to  be  granted  or  not.  So  that,  instead 
of  its  bebg  a  dangerous  precedent,  it  is  a  precedent  which  will  tend 
rather  to  screen  the  churches  from  all  the  inconveniences  feared  5 
because  it  is  not  an  instance  of  going  abroad  for  a  Council,  in  neglect 
and  contempt  of  the  churches  of  the  neighbourhood,  but  the 
churches  of  the  neighbourhood  are  first  applied  to,  and  they  them- 
selves are  made  the  judges  whether  the  case  is  extraordinary  or 
not.  If  we  could  actually  form  as  strict  and  firm  an  establishment, 
with  regard  to  a  limitation  of  Councils  to  a  neighbourhood,  as  any 
of  us  could  desire,  I  should  think  no  man  could  desire  a  greater 
strictness  than  this — ^that  no  minister  or  church  should  depart  from 
such  a  strict  consistory,  even  in  extraordinary  cases,  but  with  the 
approbation  and  by  the  allowance  of  tliat  consistory.  If  we  vnsh- 
ed  to  contrive  a  method,  which  should  effectually  prevent  the  mis- 
chief of  extraordinary  cases  being  made  precedents  for  ordinary 
ones,  we  could  not  contrive  one  more  effectual  than  this — ^That  the 
churches  of  the  neighbourhood  themselves  should  be  the  judges  of 
those  extraordinary  cases.  In  this  way  the  neighbourhood  has  all 
the  opportunity  for  self  preservation,  which  it  can  possibly  desire, 

"  I  ask  the  pardon  of  the  Rev.  Council  for  being  thus  particular 
in  my  argument  on  this  subject :  the  case  being  one,  as  may  easily  be 
seen,  of  vast  consequence  to  me  and  my  family.  I  hope  notwith- 
standing, that  every  thing  which  has  been  said  will  have  its  due 
weight  with  the  Council ;  and  that,  since  I  have  submitted  this  ques- 
tion, so  deeply  interesting  to  myself,  to  judges  who  are  all  of  a  con- 
trary opinion  from  me,  in  the  mam  controversy  between  the  two  par- 
ties, between  whom  you  are  to  judge,  that  I  shall  experience  the  happy 
effects  of  your  steady  and  unshaken  integrity,  in  your  righteous  de- 
termination of  this  important  point." 

WHEN  the  agents  for  tlie  church  had  said  what  they  thought 
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proper,  in  reply  to  the  preceding  remarks,  Mr.  Edwards  presented 
to  the  Council  the  following  considerations  on  the  question, — fVhe- 
iher  the  state  of  thirds  was  then  ripe^for  a  CouncU  being  called  to 
judgej  whether  he  should  be  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  office  or  not  9 

"  I  suppose  the  state  of  things  not  ripe  for  the  calling  of  a 
Council  to  decide  on  the  question  of  dismission  for  the  following 
reasons: 

"I.  It  is  very  apparent  that  my  people  have  never  yet  given  me 
a  proper  hearing  on  the  great  question,  which  is  the  origin  of  all  our 
present  debates  and  difficulties,  and  which  must  be  the  ground  of 
their  rejecting  me  from  being  their  pastor,  if  ever  this  be  done  in  the 
issue  of  the  present  controversy,  I  say  the  ground  of  their  reject- 
ing me — for  if  I  am  removed  from  being  their  pastor,  they  must  re- 
ject me ;  they  must  first  vote  for  my  being  removed.  Though 
this  alone  will  not  dissolve  the  relation  between  me  and  them,  yet, 
as  a  precedent  step,  it  is  indispensably  requisite. 

*^  But  if  any  rules  of  reason  or  religion  are  to  be  regarded,  this 
cannot  be  done,  until  they  have  first  given  me  a  fair  hearing  on  that 
point,  which  is  the  cause  of  their  demanding  such  a  dissolution.  In 
the  solemn  transaction  of  my  ordination  and  settlement  as  their  pas- 
tor, I  on  my  part  took  the  charge  of  their  souls ;  and  they,  as  m  the 
presence  of  Grod,  solemnly  committed  the  care  of  their  souls  to  me  ; 
and  thus  the  relation  which  now  subsists,  was  established  between 
me  and  them  by  mutual  covenant.  Hence,  if  ever  they  reject  me 
firom  being  their  pastor,  and  are  active  in  withdrawing  themselves 
from  my  ministerial  care,  it  must  be  on  one  of  these  two  accounts ; 
either,  1,  Because  they  suppose  me  obviously  unfit  to  be  a  minister ; 
or  2,  Because  they  suppose  that  I  fail  of  performing  some  of  the 
essential  duties  of  a  minister, — such  as  are  made  essential  by  Christ's 
appointment.  The  former  of  these  reasons  has  not  been  insisted 
on.  If  they  suppose  that  I  fail  in  the  latter  respect,  and  that  I  ne- 
glect to  penorm  some  of  the  essential  duties  of  a  mmister ;  and  I  in- 
sist on  my  own  justification,  and  plead  that  what  I  do  is  agreeable 
to  the  word  and  institutions  of  Christ,  and  therefore  mv  duty  as  a 
minister  of  Christ';  they  are  bound  to  give  me  a  fair  and  full  hearing, 
before  I  can  be  rejected  by  them,  or  Aey  released  from  their  sacred 
obligations  to  me  as  my  people.  Especially  is  this  true,  if  the  point, 
on  which  they  insist,  was  never  so  settled  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 
as  to  be  regarded  as  indisputable,  and  still  more,  if  a  ver}'  great 
proportion  of  those,  who  have  been  universally  esteemed  orthodox 
christians  and  divines,  have  without  dispute  been  on  my  side.  In 
such  a  case  as  this,  what  pretence  can  a  people  have  for  bursting 
the  sacred  bonds  of  their  covenant  with  their  pastor,  without  hearing 
him. 

"If  the  determination  of  no  such  important  public  act  of  theirs 
depended  on  their  judgment  of  the  matter,  but  I  merely  offered  to 
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deKver  the  doctrine  for  which  I  insist,  as  part  of  the  Counsel  of  God ; 
on  this  account  alone,  my  people  would  be  obliged,  on  a  disputable 
point,  to  give  me  an  impartial  hearing.  A  minister  by  his  office  is 
to  be  the  guide  and  instructor  of  his  people.  To  that  end  he  is  to 
study  and  search  the  Scriptures  and  to  teach  the  people,  not  the 
opinions  of  men— of  other  divines  or  of  their  ancestors-^but  the 
mind  of  Christ.  As  he  is  set  to  enlighten  them,  so  a  part  of  his 
duty  is  to  rectify  their  mistakes,  and,  if  he  sees  them  out  of  the  way 
of  truth  or  duty,  to  be  a  voice  behind  them,  saying,  "  This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  m  it."  Hence,  if  what  he  offers  to  exhibit  to  them  as 
the  mind  of  Christ,  be  difierent  from  their  previous  apprehensions, 
unless  it  be  on  some  point  which  is  established  in  the  Church  of 
Grod  as  fundamental,  surely  they  are  obliged  to  hear  him.  If  not, 
there  is  an  end  at  once  to  all  the  use  and  benefit  of  teachers  in  the 
church  in  these  respects — as  the  means  of  increasing  its  light  and 
knowledge,  and  of  reclaiming  it  from  mistakes  and  errors.  This 
would  be  m  effect  to  establish,  not  the  word  of  Christ,  but  the  opin- 
ion of  the  last  generation  in  each  town  and  church,  as  an  immu- 
table rule  to  all  mture  generations  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Thus 
it  would  evidently  be  the  duty  of  a  people  to  their  pastor,  in 
such  a  case,  if  no  such  important  act  oi  theirs  with  respect  to  him, 
as  their  rejecting  him  from  being  their  pastor,  depended  upon  it. 
But  when  they  are  proposing  to  withdraw  themselves  wholly  from 
him  to  cast  off  all  the  bonds  of  their  covenant  with  him,  to 
withhold  his  maintenance,  casting  him  and  his  family  on  tiie  wide 
world,  and  to  renounce  all  the  obUgations  and  duties  which  they 
owe  to  him  as  their  pastor;  and  their  doing  this  depends  on 
their  judgment  of  the  doctrine,  which  he  o^rs  to  preach  to 
them,  as  the  mind  of  Christ ;  for  them  resolutely  and  finally  to 
refuse  so  much  as  to  give  hini  a  hearing,  is  one  of  the  most 
flagrant  instances  of  injustice,  in  a  people  towards  their  pastor, 
which  perhaps  has  been  heard  of  in  these  parts  of  the  world. 

"  Surely,  the  state  of  things  among  a  people,  cannot  be  regardr 
ed  as  ripe  for  such  important  proceedings  as  these,  till  they  are  in 
a  capacity  to  act  in  them  understandingly,  and  as  knowing  what 
they  do.  But  it  is  obvious  that  this  cannot  be,  until  they  have  giv- 
en then"  pastor  a  fair  hearing ;  nor  can  they  ever  be  regarded  as 
having  prepared  themselves  for  thus  rejecting  their  pastor,  as  hav- 
ing no  fartiier  concern  with  him  in  a  pastoral  relation,  until  they 
have  first  discharged  the  debt  or  obligation  due  to  him  as  their  pas- 
tor ;  and  this  cannot  be  done,  until  they  have  heard  him,  until  they 
have  heard  what  he  offers  to  teach  them  as  the  mind  and  wiD  of 
Christ,  have  heard  what  he  has  to  say  for  himself  in  this  matter, 
wherein  they  are  offended  with  him,  as  supposing  that  he  fails  to 
perform  the  duty  of  a  minister  of  Christ  towards  them. 

"  This  Church,  in  its  first  establishment,  held  the  very  princi- 
ples for  which  I  now  contend ;  but  Mr.  Stoddard  was  of  a  contra- 
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ry  opmion,  and  from  the  pulpit  he  freely  and  abundantly  delivered 
what  he  supposed  to  be  the  mind  and  will  of  God.  And  was  it 
ever  doubted,  whether  the  people  were  obliged  to  give  him  a  hear- 
ing? In  the  days  of  Mr.  Mather,  the  Church  was  Congregational 
in  its  principles  and  practice.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a  Presbyterian^ 
and  abundantty  preached  his  Presbyterian  principles ;  and  did  any 
body  doubt  of  their  obligation  to  hear  him  ?  Yea,  it  never  entered 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that  any  proceeding  of  theirs,  so 
important  as  their  rejecting  him  from  being  their  minister,  depend- 
ed on  their  judgment  of  his  doctrine. 

"  That  my  people  have  never  given  me  a  fair  hearing  on  the 
point  of  controversy  between  us,  is  exceedingly  apparent. 

"  They  have  never  generally  read  the  work,  which  I  have  pub- 
lished on  the  subject.  This  is  publicly  confessed.  Only  twenty 
copies  have  been  procured.  Many  of  those  who  might  have  read 
even  these,  have  showed  an  utter  aversion  to  reading  it.  One  of 
my  most  strenuous  opposers  declares,  that  the  people  are  in  no 
way  to  be  informed  of  the  reasons  of  my  opinion,  for  two  years  to 
come ;  while  others  have  asserted,  that  they  are  never  likely  to  be 
generally  informed.  Numerous  witnesses  declare,  that  some  have 
altogether  refused  to  read  it,  and  that  others  have  said,  that  they 
would  not  even  let  the  book  come  into  their  houses.  If  the  Coun- 
cil are  at  a  loss  on  this  point,  or  any  one  should  call  it  in  question,  I 
suppose  there  are  numbers  present,  who  can  say  enough  with  re- 
gard to  it,  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  person. 

"  From  the  Narrative  which  has  been  given,  the  Council  also 
see  how  stiffly  and  inflexibly  the  Committee,  and  the  people,  have 
ever  declined  hearing  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  from  the  pulpit, 
when  proposed  from  time  to  time,  before  the  printing  of  my  book, 
and  since ;  and  how  they  have  been  so  much  engaged  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  they  have  repeatedly  refused  to  have  the  question,  wheth- 
er it  was  reasonable  and  best  that  I  should  preach  upon  the  subject, 
submitted  to  the  neighbouring  ministers,  or  to  any  Council  whatso- 
ever. Before  the  publication  of  my  pamphlet,  they  would  not  con- 
sent that  I  should  preach,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  best  I  should 
publish ;  and  now  I  have  published,  they  will  not  read. 

"  Finally.  Though  I  have  often  desired  it,  they  have  never 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  state  the  reasons  of  my  opinion,  even  in 
private  conversation.   • 

"  Thus,  the  great  part  of  my  people  have  refused  to  give  me 
any  hearing  at  all,  or  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  informed  in  any 
way  whatsoever,  of  the  reasons  of  my  opinion.  Nay,  they  have 
industriously  guarded  against  it,  as  what  they  have  so  much  dread- 
ed, that  they  would  by  no .  means  allow  of  any  advice,  or  any  thing 
which  they  thoughtmightopen  adoor  for  it ;  but  have  been  engaged 
to  have  me  hastily  thrust  out,  before  there  should  be  any  farAer 
opportunity  for  the  people  to  be  informed,  lest  it  should  make  some 
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proselytes  to  my  sentiineiits,  and  thus  divide  the  people,  and  make 
parties  among  them.  If  this  be  not  a  violent  proceeding  for  a 
Christian  Church  towards  their  pastor,  I  never  expect  to  know 
what  is.  Herein,  they  have  not  only  violated  the  rules  of  chris- 
tian charity  and  gentleness,  and  acted  inconsistently  with  moral 
righteousness,  but  very  inconsistently  with  themselves.  They 
themselves,  from  the  beginning,  have  impUcitly  acknowledged,  that 
I  had  a  right  to  be  heard  by  them,  and  that  there  was  a  necessity 
that  the  people  should  in  some  way  or  other  be  informed  of  the 
reasons  of  my  opinion.  If  there  was  no  need  of  this,  then  what 
need  of  their  desiring  me  to  print  my  reasons ;  and  what  need  of 
their  meeting  together  in  July,  to  see  if  they  should  wait  any  longer 
for  my  book ;  and  what  need  of  their  desiring  Col.  Dwight  to  en- 
quire when  the  books  were  likely  to  be  done,  and  to  send  them 
word ;  and  what  need  of  their  determining,  if  the  bodes  were  like- 
ly to  come  speedily,  that  they  would  wait  for  them ;  and  what 
need,  aiter  the  books  came,  of  their  forbearing  to  act  for  about  two 
months? 

^'  It  may  here  be  said  that,  although  the  people  in  general  have 
not  read  my  pamphlet,  yet  most  of  &e  leacUng  men  in  the  Church 
have  read  it.  To  ibis  I  answer ;  If  I  have  a  right  to  be  heard 
by  some,  I  have  a  right  to  be  heard  by  the  body,  of  the  people. 
What  need  of  any  being  mformed,  if  there  be  no  need  of  the  peo- 
ple in  general  being  informed  i  If  one  can  be  justified  in  refuring 
to  read  or  hear,  why  not  another ;  and  why  may  not  every  one  be 
justified,  in  refusmg  to  hear  or  read  a  word.  Aiid  thus,  why  might 
not  the  people  have  thrust  me  out  immediately,  as  soon  as  they 
knew  my  opinion,  without  giving  me  any  opportunity  to  print  or 
speak  any  thing  for  myself?  The  controversy  on  this  subject,  is 
between  me  and  the  Church,  and  not  between  me  and  the  lea(Ung 
men  of  the  Church ;  and  if  I  have  any  right  to  be  heard  at  all,  it  is 
by  them  with  whom  I  have  this  controversy.  It  is  not  merely  the 
leading  men,  but  all  the  brethren,  who  are  to  have  a  hand  in  the 
act  of  the  Church,  which  must  make  way  for  a  dissolution  of  my 
pastoral  relation  to  them,  if  it  be  dissolved.  They  have  lately,  ex- 
pressly and  deliberately  refused  to  leave  the  government  of  the 
Church  to  the  leading  men,  in  a  public  formal  consideration  of  the 
matter ;  but  would  have  it  in  the  hands  of  the  whole  Society.  If 
others  beside  the  leading  men  are  not  set  aside  as  C3rphers  in  actings 
with  regard  to  my  being  turned  away,  they  ought  not  to  be  set  asioe 
as  cyphers  In  learning  ond  judging, 

^^The  grand  reason  continually  urged  and  insisted  on,  why  my 
reasons  should  not  be  heard  fit>m  the  pulpit,  has  been — That  there 
was  danger  of  its  making  parties  in  the  toum.  Now  I  beseech  the 
reverend  Council  to  consider,  for  a  moment,  what  sort  of  an  objec- 
tion this  is.— The  very  reason,  why  it  is  thought  just  that  a  person, 
in  a  cause  in  which  he  is  liable  to  sufifer,  should  be  allowed  to 
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plead  his  own  cause,  is — ^ihat  he  may  have  fair  opportunity,  before 
he  suffers,  to  convince  otiiers  tliat  his  cause  is  good.  What  a 
strange  reason  then  is  it,  why  a  man  in  such  a  case  should  not  be 
allowed  to  plead  his  own  cause,  and  why  hi^  plea  should  not  be 
heard, — lest  some  of  those  to  whom  he  c^ers  his  plea,  should  be 
convipced  that  his  cause  is  good.  So  unreasonable  is  this  opinion, 
that  the  very  end  of  a  man's  pleading  his  cause,  and  the  very  thmg 
which  is  the  sole  ground  and  reason  why  it  is  accounted  fair  and 
just,  that  a  man  should  be  aUowed  to  plead  his  own  cause,  viz.  a 
fair  opportunity  to  convince  others  that  his  cause  is  good — ^is  by  the 
people  made  the  main  objection  why  I  should  not  plead  my  own 
cause — ^viz.  because  if  I  do,  there  will  be  an  opportunity,  and  so 
a  possibility,  of  convincing  some  that  my  cause  is  good. 

"  The  case  would  be  die  same,  if  it  were  a  cause,  on  the  issue 
of  which  my  life  depended,  and  the  people,  as  at  present,  before  a 
hearing,  were  generally  united  to  condemn  me.  In  that  case,  on 
bearing  my  plea  for  myself,  the  people  might  be  divided.  This 
discussion  nught  occasion  parties,  and  unhappy  contentions.  This  . 
is  not  only  possible,  but  often  has  actually  been  the  case,  with  re- 
gard to  the  execution  of  persons  in  a  public  capacity.  How  often 
have  cities  and  nations  been  set  into  a  ferment  on  such  occasions. 
Must  we  therefore  say,  that  the  suspected  person  shall  have  no 
healing,  because  the  people — ^the  judges  on  whose  voice  in  the 
case  his  life  depends — are  united  in  condemning  him ;  but  there  is 
danger  of  their  being  divided,  if  he  is  allowed  to  speak  for  himself. 

**  And  besides,  my  people,  in  the  very  making  of  this  objection, 
are  condemned  out  oi  their  own  mouths.  The.  objection,  in  the 
very  terms  of  it,  is  an  implicit  acknowledgment,  that  there  has 
been  as  yet  no  sufficient  trial,  what  the  minds  of  the  people  would 
be,  on  a  fair  and  full  hearing  of  what  I  have  to  say  for  myself — ^yea, 
a  confession  that  they  suspect,  and  that  very  strongly,  that  the  opin- 
ions of  many,  if  I  snould  have  a  full  hearing,  would  be  far  other- 
wise than  now.  For,  if  not,  how  would  the  people,  after  hearing 
me,  be  divided  into  parties,  any  more  than  they  are  now  ?  But  i^ 
as  they  thus  confess,  there  has  been  no  sufficient  trial,  what  the 
minds  of  the  people  woidd  be  after  a  full  hearing,  certainly  there 
ought  to  be  a  sufficient  trial,  and  they  ought  not  to  strive  to  hinder 
it ;  fcM*  in  striving  to  hinder  it,  they  do  directly  and  avowedly  strive 
to  have  me  condemned  and  turned  out  of  the  ministry,  and  with 
my  family  deprived  of  mamtenance,  without  a  fair  and  proper  trial ; 
which  is  certainly  the  most  barefaced  injustice. 

"  But  it  may  be  asked — ^**  Why  did  not  you  preach  ?  Who  has 
hindered  you  ?  If  you  have  a  right  to  preach,  why  did  you  not  use 
your  right,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  the  people  ?" — ^To  this 
question,  I  have  several  answers. 

"  1.  When,  far  the  sake  of  peace,  I  have  repeatedly  proposed  to 
the  people  that,  with  their  consent,  I  would  preach  upon  the  sub- 
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ject,  they  have,  as  Ljust  observed,  uniformly  refused  it ;  and  have 
also  refused,  from  time  to  time,  even  to  submit  the  point,  whether 
it  was  reasonable  that  I  should  preach  upon  it,  to  the  neighbouring 
ministers.  After  such  refusals,  this  question  should  scarcely  be 
asked,  and  certainly  not  by  my  peojde. 

^'  2.  The  state  of  the  people  has  been  most  obviously  such,  that, 
if  I  had  taken  any  opportunity  on  the  Sabbath,  without  their  pre- 
vious consent,  it  would  have  been  the  occasion  of  tumult  on  that 
holy  day,  to  the  extreme  dishonour  of  Christ,  and  wounding  the 
interests  of  religion.  Noise  and  uproar  have  risen  to  such  a  height 
already,  that  I  cannot  think  that  it  was  my  du^,  or  that  it  would 
have  become  the  prude^ice  and  moderation  oi  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  It  would  have  had  the  appearance  of  great  strenuous- 
ness  ;  and  I  thought  it  better  that  the  people  should  first  be  pre- 
pared by  the  advice  of  a  Council,  which  would  gready  tend  to 
prevent  the  mischievous  effects. 

"  3.  If  I  had  appointed  Lectures,  there  was  not  the  least  pro- 
bability that  the  people  would  have  attended  them.  '  Of  this  the 
Rev.  Council  will  be  satisfied,  by  considering  the  account  they 
have  had  of  their  conduct. 

^'  On  the  whole,  I  thought  it  the  most  prudent  course  to  wait  for 
a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

"  It  may  be  said.  That  the  people  are  the  more  to  be  justified  in 
rejecting  me,  and  turning  me  out  from  my  office,  without  hearing 
me,  because  I  was  setded  on  the  contrary  principles. 

"  I  answer.  That  this  objection  can  be  of  no  lorce,  unless  they 
mean  by  it,  that  I  setded  on  Mr.  Stoddard's  judgment  as  my  rule. 
If  I  did,  I  did  not  setde  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  but  as  a  minister  of 
Mr.  Stoddard.  Even  if  it  had  been  so,  that  I  had  setded  in  this 
manner,  on  Mr.  Stoddard's  principles,  this  was  one  which  I  found 
among  his  principles,  which  he  expresses  in  one  of  his  works  in 
these  words — ^*' He,  who  believes  principles  because  our  forefa- 
thers affirm  them,  makes  idols  of  them ;  and  it  woiJd  be  no  humi- 
lity but  baseness  of  spirit,  for  us  to  judge  ourselves  incapable  of 
examining  principles  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us.  If  w:e 
are  any  wbe  fit  to  open  the  mysteries  of  the  Gospel,  we  are  capa- 
ble of  judging  in  these  matters." 

^^  It  was  implied  in  my  ordination  vows,  that  I  would  study  the 
Scriptures ;  that  I  would  make  the  word  of  God,  and  not  the  word 
of  any  man,  my  rule  in  teaching  my  people  ;  and  that  1  would  do 
my  utmost  to  know  what  was  the  counsel  of  God,  and  to  declare  it. 
This  was  implied  in  my  covenant  with  God  and  the  people  at  my 
setdement ;  and  it  was  implied  in  their  covenant  with  Grod  and  with 
me,  that,  in  my  so  doing,  they  would  diligendy  and  impartially  hear 
and  examine  what  I  should  offer  to  them,  as  the  counsel  of  God. 

^*  It  is  said.  That  Mr.  Stoddard  would  never  have  consented  to 
my  settling  here,  if  he  had  foreseen  that  I  should  so  differ  from 
him  in  my  principles.    To  this  it  is  sufficient  to  reply,  that  be 
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doubtless  would  have  been  as  much  agamst  it,  if  he  had  foreseen 
in  me  any  such  departure  from  his  principles,  as  has  actually  taken 
place  in  the  church  since  his  death,  with  regard  to  Church  disci- 
pliner  I  had  as  much  reason  given  me  by  the  church  in  my  set- 
tlement, to  depend  upon  it,  that  they  would  allow  me  the  same 
power  in  church  government,  which  1  }rielded  to  Mr.  Stoddard ; 
as  they  had  to  depend  upon  it,  that  I  would  allow  them  the  same 
open  door  to  the  Lord's  table.  The  church  allowed  Mr.  Stoddard 
a  negative ;  and  never,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  of,  disputed  it,  at 
least  never  in  the  then  existing  generation.  Now  they  greatty  find 
fault  with  me  for  claimuig  it,  and  have  departed  to  the  length  of 
Brownism.  They  have  as  properly  departed  firom  the  principles 
on  which  they  seuled  me,  as  I  have  departed  from  those  on  which 
I  accepted  a  settlement. 

"  If  the  objection  should  arise  in  the  minds  of  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Rev.  Council, — ^That,  if  I  should  be  allowed  to  preach 
my  doctrine  to  my  people,  there  might  be  some  danger  of  infecting 
neighbouring  churches ;  I  hope  I  need  not  say  much  in  answer  to 
such  an  objection.  Plain  justice  must  not  be  hindered  and  sup- 
pressed, for  fear  of  some  imagined  accidental  inconveniences. 
The  wiser  Heathen  could  say,  "  fiat  justitia,  ruat  cojlum." — 
Tha  neighboring  ministers  have  as  much  liberty  to  preach  and  defend 
their  principles,  among  their  people,  as  I  aesire  to  have  among 
mine,  and  can  do  it  with  far  greater  advantages  than  I  expect  to 
enjoy.  Doubtless  they  will  use  this  Uberty,  and  would  take  it  ill  if 
any  one  should  attempt  to  restrain  them.  And  I  trust  they  are 
very  willing  to  do  to  otiiers,  as  they  wish  others  to  do  to  them. 

"  n.  That  the  state  of  things  is  not  ripe  for  calling  the  proposed 
Council,  is  apparent  from  the  frame  and  temper  of  mind  which  my 
people  have  hitherto  been  in,  and  especially  of  late. 

^'  I  am  sensible  that  an  Ek^clesiastical  Council,  in  their  advice, 
are  not  to  proceed  by  any  uncertiun  conjectures  concerning  the  se- 
crets of  men's  hearts,  feut  yet,  in  adapting  tiieir  advice  to  the 
state  of  a  people,  they  doubdess  are  to  have  a  regard  to  those 
things  which  are  visible  and  notorious.  What  the  temper  of  the 
minds  of  this  people,  at  least  of  the  governing  part  of  them,  has 
been  hitherto  and  especially  of  late,  has  been  as  manifest,  as  any 
thing  concerning  the  state  of  a  people  can  be.  It  cannot  be  hid : 
it  must  needs  be  visible  to  all  around  us.  It  is  manifest,  not  only 
from  the  customary  conversation  of  the  people  in  private  houses, 
but  from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  public  proceedings — ^from  the 
methods  which  have  been  taken,  from  the  measures  adopted,  from 
the  proceedings  of  Church  meetings,  and  Precinct  meetings,  and 
their  Committees,  from  the  speeches  which  have  been  publicly 
made,  and  the  acts  which  have  been  publicly  done.  It  would  oc- 
cupy a  great  deal  of  time  to  set  forth  all  the  particulars.  But  this 
is  needless ;  as  the  Council  has  heard  the  Narrative  of  our  proceed- 
ings up  to  this  day. 
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"  The  temper  which  the  people  have  manifested,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, ought  to  be  the  more  observed  by  the  Rev.  Council,  and  to 
have  the  greater  influence  on  their  determination,  because  I  have 
never  offered  this  people  any  provocation ;  unless  yielding,  and 
condescending,  and  taking  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  offending  them^ 
has  been  a  provocation.  I  have  sought  peace,  and  pursued  it,  and 
have  striven  to  my  utmost  to  avoid  occasions  of  strife.  I  never 
have  clogged  them  in  any  reasonable  proceeding  in  this  afiair, 
though  against  myself.  I  told  them  long  ago,  even  at  the  very  first 
interview  with  the  church, — Thaij  if  they  insisted  on  calling  a 
Council  immediately^  who  should  mve  power  to  finish  our  tonole 
controversy,  I  would  not  oppose  or  hinder  it,  though  I  could  not 
advise  to  it.  I  have  yielded  to  them,  from  time  to  time,  in  every 
thing,  wherein  I  could  do  it  with  a  good  conscience.  That  after 
examining  the  subject  by  the  aid  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  in  the 
best  manner  I  am  able,  I  have  adopted,  and  still  hold,  the  senti- 
ments which  I  have  pubUcly  professed,  with  regard  to  the  Qualifi- 
cations for  full  communion  in  the  Visible  Church; — and  that  too^ 
with  the  fullest  expectation  of  being  driven  from  my  ministerial 
office,  and  stripped  of  a  maintenance  for  my  numerous  family ; — ^I 
admit.  Whether  in  all  this  I  have  acted  in  the  fear  of  God,  with  a 
good  conscience,  and  in  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  this  Rev.  Coun- 
cil may  judge.  This  one  thing  excepted, — if  it  be  an  exception, — 
I  have  given  my  people  no  sort  of  occasion,  in  any  respect  what- 
soever, for  any  violent  proceeding,  or  the  least  vehemence ;  unless 
yielding  and  submitting,  for  peace  sake,  be  just  warrant  for  their 
insulting  me  the  more.  For  evidence  of  all  this,  I  appeal  to  the 
Narrative  of  our  proceedings,  which  has  been  read  here  publicly,  in 
the  hearing  of  you  all. 

"  Now  I  think  the  temper  and  frame  of  mind,  which  my  people 
discover,  and  their  violent  manner  of  proceeding  hitherto,  must  lay 
a  bar  in  the  way  of  taking  the  important  step  of  dissolving  the  re- 
lation between  me  and  them  for  uie  present ;  and  that  on  two  ac- 
counts : 

"  1.  Such  a  temper  and  firame  is,  manifestly,  utterly  inconsistent 
with  a  proper  and  just  hearing,  and  considering,  the  reasons  which  I 
have  to  offer  for  myself,  in  that  thin^  which  is  tiie  grand  controversy 
between  me  and  them.  So  that  if  it  could  be  proved,  that  they 
had  all  read  my  book  through,  which  it  is  apparent  they  are  far 
from  having  done,  yet  merely  in  this,  they  do  not  discharge  them- 
selves. They  ought  to  give  a  fair  hearing  at  least,  with  some  de- 
gree of  calmness,  candor  and  coolness  of  con^deration ;  but  from 
facts,  which  are  open  and  pubUc,  it  is  evident  that  they  have  been 
notoriously  far  from  it.  Hearing,  in  a  high  degree  of  fermentation 
of  mind,  manifested  by  continued  outward  irregularity  and  preci- 

!>itatioti  of  proceeding,  is  no  fair  hearing,  and  ought  not  to  stand 
or  any  tiling,  or  to  be  regarded  as  any  hearing  at  all  by  wise  and 
just  judges.     Hence  it  is  most  plain  that  my  people  ai^e  now  bound 
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to  give  me  a  fair  hearing,  before  they  can  justly  demand  a  dissohi- 
tion  of  ray  pastoral  relation ;  and  with  equal  clearness  is  it  mani- 
fest, that  means  must  first  be  used  with  them,  to  bring  them  to  an- 
other temper  of  mind,  before  any  such  demand  can  be  heard  or 
accepted. 

**  2.  It  is  in  itself  utterly  unfit  and  unbecoming  in  a  christian 
church,  to  proceed  to  an  afiair  so  deeply  afiecting  their  spiritual 
welfare,  as  the  dismission  of  their  pastor,  in  such  a  temper  of 
mind :  especially  of  one  who  has  been  so  long  their  pastor,  and 
between  whom  and  them  such  a  state  of  things  has  subsisted  as  be- 
tween me  and  this  people.  The  Apostle  sajrs  to  the  Church  of 
Corinth,  "  Let  all  things  be  done  with  charity  ;** — and  surely  it  is 
unbecoming  churches  of  the  Lamb  of  Grod,  to  manage  their  reli- 
gious affiurs  of  the  greatest  importance,  in  a  ferment  and  tumult ; 
which  ought  to  be  managed  with  great  solemnity,  deep  humiliation, 
submission  to  the  awfiil  frowns  of  heaven,  and  humble  dependence 
on  Crod,  and  with  fervent  prayer  and  supplication.  But  lor  a 
church  to  undertake  such  an  afl[air,  in  such  a  manner  as  this,  will  be 
most  unbecommg  the  Grospel,  greatly  to  the  dishonour  of  God  and 
religion,  and  eminently  calculated  to  prevent  the  divine  blessing. 

"  The  reverend  Council  will  also  perceive,  that  the  consequence 
of  my  being  driven  away  in  this  manner  will  be  in  many  respects 
exceedingly  pernicious. 

'M.  It  would  be  a  great  and  most  extensive  injury  to  the  credit 
and  interest  of  religion.  For  the  story  to  be  circulated,  that  the 
people  of  Northampton, — a  people  heretofore  so  often  and  remarka- 
hfy  distinguished  by  the  divme  favour,— drove  away  their  minister 
in  the  midst  of  so  much  heat  and  contention ;  I  need  not  say  how 
it  will  wound  religion  abroad. 

"  2.  It  will  be  a  great  wrong  to  this  Church  5  not  only  as  they 
will  thereby  bring  guilt  on  themselves,  but  will  exceedingly  wound 
their  own  reputation  and  interest  in  the  country,  and  render  difficult 
the  future  settlement  of  the  ordinances  01  the  Gospel  among 
them. 

"  3.  It  will  be  a  great  injury  to  me. 

"4.  If  the  people  are  countenanced  in  these  measures  by  a 
Council,  so  far  as  to  advise  to  such  an  issue,  which  the  people  seek 
with  such  a  temper,  and  in  such  a  tumultuous  manner ;  it  will  in  its 
consequences  be  a  great  injury  to  other  churches  and  ministers,  as 
it  will  directly  encourage  similar  proceedings  in  case  of  differences 
between  minister  and  people.  This  case  is  likely  to  be  very  far 
raous  ;  the  eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  greatly  drawn  upon  it, 
to  observe  the  management  and  issue  of  it.  It  wiU  be  likely  to  be 
long  remembered,  and  will  therefore  be  so  much  tlie  more  likely 
to  be  of  extensive  and  lasting  influence  as  a  precedent. 

^^  Hence  I  humbly  conceive  that  there  is  no  ripeness  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  for  any  immediate  measures,  in  order  to  bring 
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about  thb  event,  unless  violence  of  sfMrit  and  of  conduct  be  regard- 
ed as  tlie  ripeness  of  a  christian  church  for  managing  their  religious 
concerns  of  the  most  solemn  nature,  and  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. Indeed  this  seems  to  be  the  notion,  which  many  of  the 
church  have  had,  of  such  a  ripeness,  fix>m  their  earnestly  driving 
the  matter,  at  the  last  Precinct  meetmg,  to  have  me  voted  out  of 
town  before  this  Council  assembled ;  i.  e.  to  have  it  voted,  that 
the  people  desired  that  I  should  be  gone, — so  that  the  Council  might 
see  that  they  were  ripe.  But  I  trust  that  tliis  reverend  Council 
have  greater  wisdom,  than  to  entertain  the  same  notion  of  a  ripe- 
ness fOT  such  a  proceeding  ;  and  I  humbly  amceive  that  they  will 
see  it  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  that  first  the  utmost  endeavours 
be  used  to  bring  the  people  to  juster  views  and  a  better  temper, 
before  they  advise  to  any  steps  in  order  to  an  immediate  separa- 
tion. And  I  beseech  the  Council  to  use  their  utmost  and  most 
prudent  endeavours,  that,  if  finally  we  are  separated,  we  may  part 
with  one  another  fairly  and  peaceably. 

"  I  also  request  of  this  reverend  Council  that  they  would  do  me 
the  justice  in  their  Result, — not  merely  to  advise  the  people  cZii- 
junctivdyj  either  to  read  my  book,  or  to  hear  my  reasons  from  the 
pulpit; — ^but  to  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  I  have  a  right  to  preachy 
and  that,  if  I  do  preach,  the  people  are  obliged  to  hear  me.  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  that  this  will  be  no  more  than  the  case  requires,  for 
three  reasons : 

^^1.  If  such  digunctive  advice  be  left,  it  will  not  tend  so  much 
in  any  measure  to  ripen  our  afiairs  for  an  issue ;  far  then  indeed 
they  will  neither  hear  me  preach,  nor  be  likely  to  read  my  book. 
It  will  be  said  that  the  number  of  copies  is  small.  The  disincli- 
nation is  great.  It  will  be  supposed  diat  the  Council  do  not  wish 
a  very  strict  scrutiny,  whether  they  have  read  it  or  not.  The  whole 
matter  will  be  left  at  loose  ends,  and  in  great  uncertainty.  Thus 
it  will  tend  gready  to  embarrass  our  affimrs,  and  lengthen  out  our 
controversy. 

"  2.  My  people  complain,  many  of  them,  that  on  this  subject 
they  cannot  understand  me.  Now  if,  unawares,  I  have  spoken  to 
them  a  language  they  cannot  understand,  let  me  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  explain  myself.  Surely  it  will  not  be  proceeding  with 
christian  moderation  and  charity — ^to  say  at  once,  ^^  You  have  been 
mistaken  in  your  manner  of  pleading  your  cause ;  you  have  spoken 
to  us  inadvertendy,  so  that  we  have  wholly  misapprehended  your 
meaning ;  but  since  you  have  thus  failed  of  making  us  understand 
ydu,  your  mouth  shall  now  be  stopped,  and  we  will  give  you  no 
farther  opportunity  to  speak  for  yourself." 

"  3.  1  ought,  before  I  leave  this  people,  to  whom  I  have  so  long 
stood  in  such  a  relation,  to  have  an  opportunity  given  me,  to  leave 
with  them  a  testimony  for  myself,  in  that  matter  which  proves  so 
great  an  offence  to  them,  not  only  with  those  who  are  in  the 
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Church,  but  with  others,  both  male  and  female,  to  whom  I  have 
stood  in  so  sacred  a  relation,  of  whom  it  can  never  be  expected, 
that  they  should  generally  read  my  pamphlet.  The  laws  of  nature, 
and  the  laws  of  Christ,  require  me  to  love  this  people,  to  whom  I  have 
been  so  related,  and  to  value  their  charity  and  esteem.  I  have 
reason  also  to  think,  that  there  are  many  of  my  spiritual  children, 
who  are  Gk)d's  dear  children,  in  this  congregation,  who  now  enter- 
tain hard  thoughts  on  account  of  my  opinion.  Now  I  ought  not  to 
be  driven  from  hence,  without  opportunity  to  exhibit  a  testimony 
for  myself  before  them,  and  so  widi  the  people  at  large.  When  I 
have  done  so,  I  demand  nothing  of  them  but  an  impartial  hearing. 
I  desire  not  to  lord  it  over  their  consciences.  They  have  a  right 
to  judge  for  themselves,  and  may  use  what  means  they  please,  to 
see  the  strength  of  arguments  on  the  other  side,  by  reading  books, 
or  conversing  with  ministers  who  differ  from  me  in  judgment. 

"  I  humbly  trust  theref(»re,  that  this  reverend  Council  wiD  not 
fail  to  leave  behind,  in  their  Result,  a  direct  andfuU  expression  of 
their  judgment  on  this  important  point,^^ 

"  After  the  Agents  for  the  Church  had  replied  to  these  re- 
marks, the  Council  adjourned.  The  next  monung,  I  delivered  in 
to  the  Coimcil  the  foUowmg  writing : 

"I  the  subscriber  do  make  the  following  declaration  and  offer : — 
That  if  my  people,  being  so  advised  by  tfie  Council  of  Churches 
now  atdng,  will  hear  me  deliver  the  reasons  of  my  opinion  from 
the  pulpit,  and  consider  fiirther  of  the  matter  in  controversy  be- 
tween me  and  them  until  the  spring,  when  it  shall  be  comfortable 
travelling,  laying  aside  all  public  agitation  until  then,  and  then  de- 
sire a  Council  oi  Churches  in  order  to  bring  our  controversy  to  a 
final  issue ;  and  will  consent,  being  also  so  advised  by  this  Coun- 
cil, that  I  shall  have  an  equal  hand  in  the  choice  of  the  Council  with 
them,  and  that  I  should  go  out  of  the  county  into  the  other  parts 
of  New-England  for  mv  choice  5  and  this  Council,  on  a  full  hear- 
ing and  thorough  consideration  of  oiur  case,  can  find  out  no  way  for 
a  composition  or  accommodation,  either  by  satisfymg  my  con-  , 
science  in  yielding  some  points  to  the  people,  or  by  making  them 
easy  in  some  things  in  a  compliance  with  me,  or  any  other  way 
which  the  Council  in  their  wisdom  may  devise;  but  the  people 
shall,  after  all,  declare  their  unwiUingness  that  I  should  be  their 
pastor ;  I  will  declare  it  before  the  Council  as  my  desire,  that  the 
people  should  be  left  entirely  at  their  liberty,  as  to  my  continuing 
their  pastor ;  and  will  move  it  to  them  to  gratify  the  people's  de- 
sire, in  dissolving  my  pastoral  relation  to  tibis  Church, — ^provided 
the  Precinct  will  first  engage  to  free  me  from  rates, — and  will,  the 
Council  so  advising,  resign  my  pastoral  office. — ^This  is  that,  to 
which  I  humbly  propose  and  desire  this  reverend  Council  to  ad- 
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vise  thi^  people  to  consent;  withal  strongly  advising,  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  quietness  and  peace  be  maintained,  ^bad  jangling  agita- 
tions and  public  proceedings,  tending  to  enkindle  or  uphold  strife, 
be  laid  aside ;  and  that  the  Lord's  Supper  be  restored,  if  the  peo- 
ple can  find  it  in  then*  hearts  freely  to  consent  to  it,  on  the  advice 
of  the  Council ;  and  that  this  Council  also  endeavour  to  find  out  a 
way,  that  those,  who  are  able  and  wiUing  to  make  a  profession  of 
godliness,  may  be  admitted  into  the  Church,  in  a  way  consistent 
with  a  good  conscience  in  both  pastor  and  people ;  and  that  all 
parts  of  the  public  service  of  God  be  quietly,  steadily  and  regular- 
ly, upheld  and  attended. 

'^Jonathan  Edwards. 
"  Northampton,  Dec.  21  y  1749." 

"  The  Committee  or  Agents  of  the  Church  were  allowed  some 
time  to  consider  of  this  proposal,  and  were  afterwards  heard  in 
their  objections  against  it. 

"  The  next  day,  Dec.  28,  the  Council  drew  up  and  deckred  the 
followmg  Result." 

[A  blank  was  left  here,  for  the  insertion  of  the  Result  of  Coun- 
cil, but  it  viras  not  filled.  I  have  sought  in  vain  for  a  copy  of  the 
Result  of  this  Advisory  Council ;  and  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
only,  that  they  recommended. 

That  there  should  be  a  restoration  of  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper ; 

That  Pastor  and  People  should  converse  freely  together,  about 
the  point  in  controversy; 

That  there  should  be  no  public  proceedings  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, relative  to  the  point  in  controversy;  and  that  they  also  ex- 
pressed the  opinion. 

That  the  Church  Committee  oppoang  Mr.  Edwards'  delivering 
his  principles  fit>m  the  pulpit,  was  one  probable  occai^on  of  the 
great  uneasiness,  and  dissatisfaction,  wMch  had  arisen  between  the 
paslor  and  the  people.] 

"  Then  the  Coimcil  adjourned  themselves  to  the  first  Wednesday 
in  February,  1750. 

"  The  next  Sabbath,  Dec.  31, 1  publicly  read  the  Result  of  the 
Council  to  the  whole  congregation,  and  declared  a  readiness  on  my 
part,  to  comply  with  that  result ;  and  desired  the  Church  to  take 
the  subject  oi  tiie  restoration  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per bto  tlieir  conaderation  until  the  next  Sabbath,  when  I  propo- 
sed to  put  it  to  vote  in  the  Church,  Whether  the  Lord's  Supper  shall 
be  administered  the  Sabbath  following. 

"  The  next  Monday,  being  Jan.  1. 1760,  the  Precinct  met  again 
according  to  adjournment,  and  having  understood  that  the  Rev. 
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Peter  Clark  of  Salem  Village,  had  undertaken  to  write  an  Answer 
to  my  book  on  Qualifications  for  Communion,  they  determined  to 
write  to  him,  desiring  him  to  expedite  what  he  had  undertaken. 
They  also  chose  a  Committee  to  converse  with  me,  pursuant,  as  they 
supposed,  to  that  clause  of  the  result  of  Council,  wherein  they  ad- 
vise tliat  the  pastor  and  people  should  converse  freely  together, 
about  the  point  in  controversy.  The  Committee  chosen,  were 
Ebenezer  Pomroy,  Noah  Wright,  Dr.  Mather,  Roger  Clap,  In- 
crease Clark,  Deac.  Cook,  and  Ebenezer  Hunt.  The  Precinct 
meeting  adjourned  themselves  to  Monday,  Feb.  12. 

"  Deac.  Cook  came  to  me  that  evening,  and  informed  me  of  the 
appointment  of  this  Committee,  and  of  their  design  of  coming  to 
converse  with  me,  the  Wednesday  foUowing.  I  objected  against  it 
as  a  public  proceeding,  and  so  plainly  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
Council ;  but  told  him  that  I  would  nevertheless  take  tlie  matter 
into  consideration,  until  the  next  evening,  when  I  would  send  him 
my  thoughts  and  determination  on  the  afiair  in  writing.  Accord- 
ingly, tlie  next  evening  I  sent  him  the  following  letter : 

"  To  Deacon  Noah  Cook,  in  Northampton. 

"On  mature  consideration  I  am  confirmed  in  the  same  mind, 
which  I  expressed  the  last  night,  concerning  the  Committee  chosen 
to  confer  with  me.  It  appears  to  me  altogether  of  the  nature  of  a 
public  proceeding,  with  respect  to  the  present  controversy.  The 
appointment  and  choice  of  the  Committee  was  a  public  proceed- 
ing. The  Committee  are  the  representatives  of  a  public  society. 
And  if  you  come  and  confer  with  me,  as  a  Committee  of  the  Pre- 
cint,  you  therein  act  in  a  public  capacity,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  Precinct ;  and  all  from  beginning  to  end  will  be  a  public  pro- 
ceeding, and  so  plainly  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Council.  The 
appointed  interview  of  the  Committee  witli  me  cannot  be  under- 
stood otherwise,  than  as  a  meeting  appointed  for  a  public  dispute ; 
for  though  the  whole  parish  will  not  be  actually  present,  yet  they 
will  be  present  by  their  representatives,  and  it  is  to  be  a  debate  or 
discourse  managed  in  behalf  of  the  whole.  The  Committee  are  to 
hear  my  arguments,  in  some  sort,  as  the  ear  of  the  society,  that  the 
whole  mpy  be  influenced  by  it ;  otherwise  I  do  not  see  how  they 
can,  in  hearing,  act  in  behalf  of  the  Precinct ;  and  if  they  do  not  act  in 
behalf  of  the  Precinct,  how  do  they  act  as  a  Committee  for  the  Pre- 
cinct. This  I  think  is  not  a  reasonable  way  of  proceeding,  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  parish,  not  tending  to  light  and  peace  but 
the  contrary,  and  contrary  to  the  express  words  of  the  Council's  ad- 
vice, and  disagreeable  to  tlie  plain  design  of  it — ^tending  to  super- 
sede and  set  aside  the  tiling  at  which  tliey  aimed.  Therefore  I 
must  decline  conferring  with  such  a  body  of  men  together^  chosen 
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as  a  Committee  of  the  Precinct ;  but  stand  ready  at  any  time  t* 
confer  with  freedom  and  friendliness  with  each  of  these  brethren, 
or  any  others,  coming  in  a  private  capacity,  and  in  their  own  name 
only. 

"  I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 
"for  Jesus'   sake, 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 
•*  J^^rthampan,  Jan.  2,  17^6." 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

jt£(mmed  meeting  of  the  Preparatory  Council. — Remarks  of 
Mr,  Edwards  on  the  qvestionj  Whether  lie  ovght  not  to  go  out 
of  the  County  J  in  the  choice  of  the  Final  Council. — Council  re- 
fiise  to  express  their  opinion  on  this  point. --^Mr.  Edwards*  Lec- 
tures on  Qualijications  for  Communion. — Attempted  interfer- 
ence of  neighbouring^  Clergy. — Difficulties  relating  to  choice  of 
Final  Council. — Choice  (if  thai  Council^  May  3, — Meeting  and 
Result  of  that  Council^  June  19. — 'Protest  of  Minority. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  7,  1750,  the  Council  met  again,  and 
the  subject  of  the  pastor's  going  out  of  the  County,  in  the  choice  of 
his  part  of  the  Deciave  Council,  was  again  very  largely  debated 
before  them,  by  the  Pastor,  and  the  Committee  oi  the  Church,  and 
also  by  some  private  members  of  the  Church.  Mr.  Edwards' 
remarks  upon  the  subject  were  as  follows : 

"  If  I  should  attempt  to  prove  that  a  vicinity  of  churches  have  no 

{'urisdiction  over  particular  churches  within  their  bounds,  established 
>y  a  universal,  unaherable  rule,  which  ought  never  to  be  dispensed 
with,  in  any  case  whatever ;  I  presume  this  Rev.  Council  would 
regard  the  attempt  as  wholly  impertinent — a  needless  burdening 
them  with  proofs  of  what  nobody  would  ever  dispute.  I  shall 
therefore  take  it  for  granted,  unless  it  shall  be  questioned,  that  the 
rule  of  confining  Councils  to  a  vicinity,  is  only  a  general  rule,  firora 
which  exceptions  are  to  be  made  in  cases  especially  requiring 
it.  Hence  the  only  question  is.  Whether  this  be  such  a  case  or 
not? 

"  In  order  to  determine  this  question  with  clearness  and  certainty, 
we  must,  as  I  observed  at  the  session  of  the  Council  in  December, 
previously  ascertain  what  will  be  the  business  of  the  proposed  Fu- 
ture Council.  The  business,  obviously  must  determine  the  quali- 
jications ;  and  if,  on  a  strict  comparison  of  business  and  qualifica* 
tions,  it  be  found  that  a  different  Council  is  really  requisite,  from 
that  which  may  be  constituted  of  churches  of  the  vicinity ;  then  it 
will  follow  that  a  different  Council  must  be  allowed,  and  cannot  be 
denied ;  and  that,  whatever  may  be  said  of  any  customs  of  churches, 
or  of  any  parallel  customs  with  regard  to  civil  tribunals ;  the  nature 
of  this  particular  case  must  be  looked  into,  and  that,  and  that  alone, 
must  determine  the  matter.  What  the  nature  of  the  case  requires, 
that  the  law  of  reason  and  justice  requires,  and  that  the  Law  of  God 
requires. 
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•*'If  I  may  be  allowed  to  recapitulate  very  briefly  some  of  the  re- 
marks then  made,  in  order  to  refresh  the  memories  of  the  Council, 
I  observe,  That  tlie  business  of  the  Future  Council  will  not  be,  to 
decide,  Whether  my  opinion^  On  the  Qualifications  for  Commun- 
ion, is  right  or  not  ? — iecause  we  know  the  opinion  and  practice  of 
every  man,  who  will  be  chosen,  before  he  comes.  Nor  wiU  it  be, 
Whetlher  -  shall  remain  the  minister  of  J^  orthampton,  if,  after  aU 
proper  steps  are  taken  to  effect  an  accommodaiionj  the  people  stUl 
desire  my  dismission^ — ^because,  when  that  sliaU  have  been  done,  I 
will  trouble  no  Council  any  farther,  than  barely  to  give  me  leave  to 
relinejuish  my  pastoral  office.     But  their  business  will  be  to  decide, 

1 ,  Whether  they  ought  not  to  make  some  attempts  to  effect  an  actom- 
modation  of  our  difficulties  ?  and,  if  this  be  decided  in  the  negative, 

2,  Whether  all  has  been  done  by  both  parties^  which  justice  requires 
to  be  done,  previous  to  a  separation^  and,  if  this  be  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  to  st^te  in  their  result,  3,  What  are  the  grounds  of  my 
dismission;  how  far  I  am  innocent;  and  how  far  I  may  be  recom^^ 
mended,  as  deserving  future  employment  in  the  ministry.  If  this 
Rev.  Council  will  closely  consider  the  matter,  they  will  easily  see 
tliat  these  things  must  constitute  their  business. 

"  And  if  this  be  so,  tlie  question, — ^What  qualifications  does  this 
business  require  ? — amounts  to  simply  this. — b  Impartiality,  as  to 
the  two  contending  parties,  a  qualification  absolutely  necessary  in 
those  who  are  to  judge  between  them  ?— -To  determine  this,  let  each 
of  the  points,  which  must  be  submitted  to  the  Future  Council,  be 
viewed.  If  means  of  accommodation  are  to  be  used,  ought  not 
those,  who  are  to  act  as  mediators,  to  be  in  the  middle  between  the 
parties  to  be  reconciled.  If  they  are  to  judge  with  regard  to 
the  mutual  rights  and  claims  of  the  two  parties,  and  to  decide 
whether  each  has  done  all  that  the  other  may  fairly  requure,  pre- 
vious to  a  sepaiation ;  does  not  settling  points  of  equity,  between 
two  parties  at  variance,  require  even  balances.  And  if  they  are 
to  pronounce  before  the  world,  on  the  conduct  of  the  pastor  ia 
this  controversy,  as  well  as  on  his  general  character ;  may  he  not 
justly  demand  that  the  tribunal  which  is  to  do  this  shall  be  impar- 
tial ? 

"  If  tliese  things  are  plain,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  every 
person  of  sober  thought  will  own  tliem  to  be  self-evident ;  then 
the  only  things  to  be  determined  are  these  two,  1 ,  What  C(Mi>ti- 
tutes  an  essential  defect  of  impartiality  as  to  the  two  parties  in  this 
case?  2,  Whether  the  defect  can  be  supposed  to  belong  to  a- Coun- 
cil constituted  of  the  churches  in  this  vicinity  ? 

"  As  to  the  first  point,  it  must  obviously  be  admitted,  to  be  a 
radical  defect  in  the  impartiality  of  the  Council,  if  the  members  of 
it  are  all  on  one  side,  or  are  all  knoun  to  side  with  one  of  the  par- 
ties against  the  other,  on  the  main  point  in  controversy.  What  can 
be  more  plain  tlian,  that  a  balance  cannot  be  even,  and  therefore 
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cannot  be  fit  to  adjust  matters  of  equity  between  two  parties,  if  all 
the  previous  weight  is  in  one  scale.  And  is  it  not  equally  evident 
tliat  a  Council,  who  are  all  on  one  side  in  the  controversy,  are  not 
in  the  middle  between  the  two  parties,  as  mediators  to  reconcile 
them.  And  since  a  Council  cannot  in  this  case  be  obtained,  that  is 
impartial  as  to  individuals,  because  all  tlie  members  are  chosen,  and 
chosen  with  reference  to  their  opinions ;  it  is  plain  that  the  consis- 
tory ought  to  be  so  constituted,  that  one  part  may  balance  the  other. 
If  we  cannot  find  a  balance,  which  has  no  previous  weight  in  either 
of  the  scales,  yet  surely  we  should  seek  one  which  has  not  all  the 
weights  in  one  scale,  but  equal  weights  in  both,  that  die  balance  may 
be  even. 

^'  I  need  not  remark  again,  that  mankind  in  general,  both  the 
wise  and  unwise,  are  liable  to  the  strongest  prejudices  against  the 
persons  and  conduct  of  those  around  them,  who  differ  from  them 
in  matters  of  religicm ;  that  this  is  as  true  with  regard  to  points  not 
fundamental,  as  with  regard  to  those  which  are ;  that  it  is  especial- 
ly true,  when  the  controversy  is  at  the  height  of  agitation ;  that  it 
is  pre-eminently  true  with  regard  to  those,  who  are  the  movers  and 
managers  of  the  controversy  ;  and  that  nothing,  fix>m  age  to  age, 
has  tKoen  found  to  excite  prejudices  equally  strong  with  this. 
These  points  are  too  clear  to  admit  of  denial  or  doubt.  Hence,  if 
the  fiiture  Council  be  all  on  one  side,  as  to  the  main  controversy 
between  me  and  my  people,  it  is  an  apparent  and  sensible  defect  of 
impartiality ;  and  oi  course,  it  is  most  unrighteous  to  confine  the 
other  par^rto  such  a  Council,  and  oblige  him  to  be  judged  by  them 
and  no  other. 

"  As  to  the  other  question,  Will  a  Council,  taken  wholly  fi*om 
the  County,  have  tWs  defect? — ^it  is  a  fact  perfectly  known,  that 
the  ministers  and  churches  of  the  County  are  almost  universally 
against  me  on  the  point,  which  now  divides  me  and  my  people,  and 
makes  us  two  parties.  Perhaps  there  may  be  one  or  two  ministers 
who  are  partly  of  my  mind ;  but  then  their  churches  are  all  of  a 
contrary  mind,  and  on  the  same  side  with  my  people.  I  suppose 
that  there  is  not  more  than  one  minister  fully  of  my  mind,  with  re- 
spect to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  not  one  church 
of  my  mind  with  regard  to  either  of  the  sacraments.  Of  course,  a 
Council  cannot  be  obtained  wholly  from  within  the  Coimty,  with- 
out the  forementioned  essential  defect. 

"  It  having  been  thus  established,  as  I  humbljr  conceive,  that  the 
future  Council  cannot  be  qualified  for  the  business  which  will  be 
laid  before  it,  unless  it  is  strictly  impartial ;  that  an  impartial  Coun- 
cil cannot  be  chosen,  unless  I  am  permitted  to  select  firom  beyond 
the  Uraits  of  the  County  of  Hampsnire ;  and  that  to  deny  me  this 
liberty,  would  therefore  be  direct  and  palpable  injustice ;  I  shall 
proceed  to  remark  on  some  of  the  objections  which  are  brought 
against  this  measure. 
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"  It  was  urged  at  the  former  sitting  of  the  Council — >"  Hiat  if 
there  actually  is  a  jurisdiction  over  particular  churches  and  minis- 
ters, established  in  a  vicinity,  the  reason  alleged  cannot  be  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  an  exception  ;  and  that,  if  diere  is  no  such  juris- 
diction actually  established  by  agreement,  yet  if  there  ought  to  be, 
it  alters  not  the  case.  For,  if  it  ought  to  be  established,  we  may 
iairly  look  upon  it  as  really  established  in  the  law  of  reason ;  and, 
if  so,  this  case  has  nothing  in  it  to  require  an  exception  from  such 
a  jiuisdiction,  any  more  than  a  case  growing  out  of  any  other  error, 
fundamental  or  non-fundamental.  If  a  church  should  complain  of 
its  minister  for  turning  Arminian,  and  all  the  ministers  and  church- 
es of  the  vicinity  were  Calvinists,  it  is  said  he  ought  not  therefore 
to  be  allowed  to  go  from  the  vicinity,  to  get  half  of  the  Council  of 
bis  own  opinion,  in  order  that  it  might  be  impartial." — ^In  answer  to 
this  objection,  I  would  observe, 

"  1.  That  in  order  to  judge  of  its  force,  the  business  of  the  fu- 
ture Council  must  be  kept  in  mind.  And  I  hope  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  business  of  the  Council  will  not  be,  to  try  me  with 
regard  to  my  opinion  respectmg  the  qualifications  for  conmiunion, 
to  find  me  guilty  or  not  guilty,  or  to  justify  or  condemn  that  opinion. 
The  fact,  that  a  difi^erence  of  opinion,  on  diis  point,  subsists  between 
the  pastor  and  church,  will  indeed  be  taken  into  consideration,  as 
well  as  the  question,  whether  on  the  whole  it  is  best  that  we 
^ould  be  separated  :  but  doubdess  they  would  regard  it  as  useless 
and  impertinent,  to  try  me  on  the  question,  Whetlwr  this  opinion  is 
Heresy  or  not 9 — ^In  such  a  case,  they  would  be  called  totiy  a 
minister  as  a  delinquent ;  to  examine  the  fact ;  and  openly  to  cen- 
sure the  doctrine. 

"  If  this  were  the  business  of  the  Council,  it  might  make  a  great 
difference  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  constituted  ;  for 
the  case  of  such  a  minister  would  be  Uke  the  case  of  a  person  ac- 
cused of  some  crime  for  which  he  was  to  be  tried.  In  such  a  case 
the  impartiality  requisite  is  impartiality  as  to  ^fact^  but  not  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  crime.  Thus,  if  a  man  were  accused  of  drunk- 
enness, the  judges  ought  to  be  stricdy  impartial  as  to  the  question, 
— Whether  he  was  gmlty  of  the  Fact  9  but  not  as  to  the  question, 
Whether  drunkenness  be  a  Crime  ?  The  crime  they  ought  to  ab- 
hor, and  such  abhorrence  renders  them  not  the  worse  but  the  bet- 
ter judges.  Virtue  of  course  prejudices  men  against  vice;  and  the 
mctt^  virtuous  judges  are,  and  the  more  zealously  opposed  to  vice, 
the  fitter  are  they  to  be  judges  of  vicious  persons.  Hence  in  such 
a  case,  it  would  be  ridiculous  for  the  accused  to  insist  that  half  his 
judges  should  be  men  who  approved  of  drunkenness — and  that, 
whether  there  were  any  established  jurisdiction  cm:  not.  And  it 
would  not  alter  the  case,  whether  it  were  proposed  that  his  judges 
should  be  of  the  vicinity,  or  brought  from  some  other  continent. 
From  whatever  places  coUected,  they  ought  all  in  strict  justice  te 
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)>e  men,  who  had  an  entire  abhorrence  of  the  crime  of  drunken- 
ness. 

"  The  seeming  force  of  this  objection,  arises  from  a  confusion  of 
thought  in  those  who  urge  it,  in  losing  sight  of  the  real  point  in 
question,  in  forgetting  the  proper  business  of  the  future  Council, 
and  inadvertendy  supposing  it  to  be  like  that  of  judges  who  are 
called  to  try  a  criminal.     The  question  of  Fact,  H  hetker  I  hold  a 

£'ven  opinion^ — will  not  come  up  before  them :  It  is  admitted  be- 
rehand.  Neither  will  the  question,  Whether  that  opinion  he 
heresy  ? — no  man  pretends  it.  That  opinion  will  not  be  presented 
to  them  as  a  crime  or  fault  to  be  judged  and  punished ;  but  merely 
as  the  ground  bf  an  alleged  difference  of  opinion  between  pastor 
and  people.  It  is  not  on  the  merits  of  the  cause,  i.  e.  of  my  opinion, 
that  they  will  decide,  but  on  the  case  of  difficul^,  growing  out  of.a 
difference  between  that  opinion  and  the  opimon  of  my  people ; 
and,  as  was  observed  before,  they  will  be  called  to  act  as  mediators 
between  the  disagreeing  parties,  to  setde  matters  of  equity  between 
them,  and  to  judge  of  £e  character  and  conduct  of  the  pastor  with 
regard  to  the  controversy.  And  with  regard  to  all  these  points,  it 
has  been  shown,  that  to  be  on  either  side,  has  a  most  obvious  and 
powerful  tendency  to  bias  the  mind  against  the  other. 

^^That  the  seeming  force  of  this  objection,  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  urge  it,  arises  from  losing  sight  of  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
and  the  proper  busmess  of  the  Council,  b  obvious  from  the  very 
example  adduced  by  way  of  illustration,  viz.  That  in  a  civil  action, 
it  is  no  valid  objection  against  the  justices  of  the  vicinity,  who  have 
an  established  jurisdiction,  that  their  opinion  on  a  given  point  of 
law  is  already  kaown : — because  in  die  present  case,  the  business 
of  the  futu]:e  Council  will  not  be,  to  try  the  merits  of  the  cause,  or 
to  judge  whether  my  opinion  be  agreeable  to  the  Law,  that  b,  the 
word  of  God,  or  not.  And  with  respect  to  this  example,  I  would 
further  observe  the  following  things. 

"1.  If  it  were  really  so,  that  the  proposed  Council  were  to 
judge  the  very  merits  of  my  cause,  that  is,  the  soundness  of  my 
opinion,  the  instance  adduced  would  not  be  at  all  parallel,  or  of  any 
force  in  the  present  argument.  Let  the  case  be  put  thus :  Sup- 
pose a  man  has  done  something  towards  a  given  individual,  which 
many  regard  as  a  breach  of  law,  exposmg  £um  to  be  dbfrancliised ; 
and  the  question  turns  on  a  point  of  law,  which  has  long  been  mat- 
ter of  warm  controversy  among  judges  and  jurists ;  and  suppose 
there  b  no  stated  tribunal,  but  it  b  the  custom  of  the  countiy,  in 
cases  of  controversy,  for  each  party  to  choose  half  of  the  judges ; 
and  it  b  known  that  there  are  as  many  jurists  on  one  side,  in  the 
controverted  point  of  law,  as  on  the  other ;  and  there  is  no  appeal 
from  the  tribunal  chosen,  but  their  judgment  will  be  final ; — ^Would 
it  not  be  reasonable  in  this  case,  if  one  par^  chose  half  of  the 
judges  favourable  to  his  side  of  the  question,  that  the  other  should 
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choose  the  other  half  favourable  to  his  side ;  and  that,  although  all 
the  jurists  of  the  immediate  vicinity  were  opposed  to  him.  if  one 
party  had  actually  cbbsen  liis  half  of  the  judges  who  were  all  on 
his  side,  would  it  not  be  mere  mockerjr  to  tell  the  other  party  that 
he  also  might  have  the  liberty  of  choosing  half  of  the  judges,  as  well 
as  his  adversary,  but  only  he  must  choose  all  of  them  iro«n  the  side 
which  were  opposed  to  him.  Now  tliis  is  precisely  my  case* 
Councils  are  elective,  and  to  be  appointed  by  joint  or  mutual  choice, 
according  to  uniform  practice.  This  has  been  the  practice  of  both 
parts  of  this  county.  It  was  pursued  in  the  lower  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, in  the  case  of  Mr.  Allis ;  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county, 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rawson,  in  the  Council  of  May  3,  1737,  of 
which  I  was  the  Scribe,  and  have  the  original  papers  now  by  me, 
as  well  as  in  the  subsequent  Council  convened  at  the  same  place. 
My  people  too,  do  not  pretend  that  any  stated  Consistory  exists,  or 
that  the  Council  is  not  to  be  elective.  They  oflFer  me  a  choice  of 
one  half  of  the  Council,  but  only  would  confine  me  to  Churches 
and  ministers  of  their  opinion. 

''  2.  In  civil  affiurs,  appeals  are  allowed  from  the  justices  of  the 
county,  to  others,  who  come  from  a  distance,  appointed  without  any 
regard  to  vicinity;  and  the  determination  of  those  more  remote 
judges  supersedes  and  sets  aside  that  of  the  judges  from  the  vicin- 
ity. Indeed,  many  important  cases  are  carried  directly  to  those 
more  distant  judges,  without  sufiering  the  judges  from  the  vicinity 
to  meddle  with  them,  any  further  than  to  refer  them  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  distant  judges;  and  that  too,  on  account  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  case.  And  so  it  would  be  here,  in  our  ecclesi- 
asucal  afiairs,  if  we  had  regular  inferior  and  superior  tribunals,  like 
those  of  Scodand. 

^'  3.  Difference  of  opinion  on  a  mere  point  of  law,  has  very  little 
tendency  to  prejudice  the  mind  against  the  persons  and  conduct  of 
others,  compared  with  difference  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion. 
No  one  will  dispute  the  fact,  that  the  latter  has  in  all  ages  excited 
the  deepest  prejudices  in  mankind,  against  each  other.  But  who 
ever  heard  of  such  prejudices  and  alienations  in  individuals,  in  par- 
ties, and  m  nations,  merely  because  they  differed  in  opinion  on  a 
point  of  law. 

"  4.  Civil  tribunals  are  not  appointed  to  act  the  jpart  of  media- 
tors between  contending  parties ;  except  in  cases  of  arbitration,  in 
which  each  party  has  equal  liberty  of  choice.  Their  office  is  to  see 
that  the  laws  be  executed ;  and  there  is  not  therefore  the  same  ne- 
cessity that  there  stiould  be  some  of  the  judges  an  each  side,  as  in 
the  present  case. 

^'  But  to  return  to  the  objection  itself.  It  b  asked,  If  a  minister 
should  be  complained  of  by  his  pec^le^  for  embracing  Arianism,  or 
any  other  heresy,  or  for  turning  to  another  denomination,  for  exam- 
ple to  the  Church  of  England ;  and  a  Council  should  be  required  t« 
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adjust  the  difficulty ;  why  might  he  not  in  such  a  case,  as  well  as 
in  the  present,  insist  on  tlie  Hberty  of  going  out  of  the  county,  to 
get  half  of  the  Council  who  embraced  the  same  heresy,  or  who 
belonged  to  the  Church  of  England,  diat  they  might  be  impartial  ? 
To  this  I  answer, 

"  1.  In  such  a  case,  the  Council  would  not  come  together  to 
consider  the  question,  Whether  the  individual,  if  he  had  embraced 
the  alleged  heresy,  or  had  changed  to  another  denomination,  might 
be  lawfidly  continued  as  the  minister  of  a  Congregational  Church  ? 
This  point  is  setded  before  hand.  They  would  come  simply  to 
find.  Whether  the  charge  against  him  was  true,  or  false  ?  Hence  I 
suppose,  that  the  following  will  be  found,  on  the  most  careful  en- 
quiry, to  be  the  reasons,  and  the  only  reasons,  why  he  could  net 
claim  to  have  some  of  the  judges  of  his  own  side. 

"  (1.)  Because,  in  the  case  of  acknowledj^ed  Heresy,  those  who 
are  on  his  side  are  not  fit  to  be  members  oi  the  Christian  Church. 
Fundamental  errors  are  scandalous ;  and  the  Church  cannot  there- 
fore, consistendy  with  their  own  profession,  call  such,  as  constituent 
members  of  a  Christian  Council,  and  leave  their  ecclesiastical  af- 
fairs with  those  who  embrace  them.  For  they,  who  are  not  duly 
qualified  to  be  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  cannot  be  fit 
members  of  a  Christian  Council,  to  direct  and  manage  the  afi[airs 
of  the  Christian  Church.     Or, 

"  (2.)  Because  in  the  case  of  turning  to  a  different  denomina- 
tion, that  of  the  Episcopalians,  or  the  Anabaptists,  the  individual  is 
now  statedly  of  a  (Merent  communion.  For,  although  christians  of 
these  denominations  may  occasionally  and  transiently  join  with 
Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists  in  some  parts  of  worship ;  yet, 
as  to  what  is  stated,  there  is  a  division  openly  established.  It  is  a 
point  periecdy  setded,  that,  as  to  their  stated  worship,  and  th^ir  ec- 
clesiastical proceedings,  they  must  act  apart.  And  there  would  be 
an  obvious  mconsistency  in  a  Church  employing  those,  who  are  al- 
ready of  a  distinct  sect,  and  have  no  ecclesiasUcal  connexion  with 
them,  to  order  and  setde  their  ecclesiastical  afiairs. 

"  These  I  suppose  to  be  the  only  reasons,  why  it  is  not  proper 
that  a  minister,  who  embraces  heresy,  or  joins  another  denomina- 
tion, cannot  choose  fi'om  his  own  side  half  of  the  Council;  which  is 
convened,  not  to  judge  of  his  doctrines,  or  to  mediate,  or  do  justice 
between  the  parties,  but  to  mvestigate  an  alleged  fact,  and  on  find- 
ing it,  to  vacate  the  office ;  unless,  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  embra- 
cing Popery,  there  might  be  this  additional  reason  against  Papists 
being  allowed  to  sit  on  the  Council, — ^That  Papists  are  bound  to 
injure,  persecute  and  destroy  the  Protestant  Church,  as  much  as 
in  them  lies ;  and  we  cannot  be  bound  to  entrust  our  afiairs  to 
those,  whose  avowed  design  it  is,  before  hand,  to  injure  and  de»- 
troy  us. 

<^  2.  The  reason,  why  a  miiiister  in  such  a  case  may  not  go  out 
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of  the  vicinit}',  to  get  half  of  the  Council  of  bis  own  side,  is,  not 
the  existence  of  any  established  jurisdiction,  or  of  any  established 
rule  respecting  the  vicinity,  or  the  county,  but  of  a  totally  difierent 
nature ;  as  will  appear  from  a  slight  examination.  Suppose  a  min- 
ister settled  over  an  ordiodox  Church  to  turn  Arian,  and  all  the 
Churches  and  ministers  of  the  vicmity  to  be  professed  Arians ; 
it  is  admitted,  not  only  that  the  Church  are  not  bound  to  the  vicin- 
ity, but  that  the  minister  has  no  right  to  choose  from  it,  because  the 
vicinity  are  all  unfit  to  be  of  any  Council.  So  if  he  should  turn 
Episcopalian,  and  all  the  vicinity  are  Episcopalians ;  it  is  a  point 
conceded,  that  the  Church  is  not  limited  to  the  vicinity,  and  that 
the  minister  cannot  choose  a  single  member  of  the  Council  from 
the  vicinity.  Vicinity,  therefore,  makes  no  alteration  in  these 
cases;  which  demonstrates  the  objection  to  be  wholly  without 
force ;  ibr  it  plainly  shows,  that  it  is  not  any  established  right  in 
the  vicinity,  which  is  regarded  in  the  cases  alleged.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  nature  of  the  case  in  itself  considered,  and  that  alone» 
which  governs  in  this  matter,  and  sets  aside  all  considerations  of 
vicinity ;  which  is  the  very  point  that  I  have  asserted  and  urged* 
For  I  have  insisted,  all  along,  that  the  nature  of  this  case,  as  it  is 
in  itself,  must  be  con^dered;  and  what  that  demands,  must  be  al- 
lowed as  wholly  paramount  to  the  bare  circumstance  of  neighbour- 
hood. So  that  this  objection,  carefully  examined,  oversets  the 
position  it  is  brought  to  prove,  and  establishes  and  demonstrates 
the  grand  point  on  which  I  insist. 

^^  3.  It  is  the  Natural  Right  of  the  people,  and  their  Liberty  of 
conscience,  and  not  Vicinity,  which  governs  in  the  instances  alle* 
ged.  But  in  the  present  case,  as  it  is  not  an  established  jurisdic* 
tion  in  the  vicinity,  so  it  is  not  the  rights  of  conscience,  which  should 
confine  me  to  the  county  ;  and  therefore  nothing  at  all.  It  can- 
not be  the  rights  of  conscience,  which  should  confine  me ;  for  it  is  as 
much  against  the  rights  of  conscience  for  me  to  choose  ministers 
of  my  own  opinion  in  the  county,  as  out  of  it.  The  thing,  which 
mvades  the  rights  of  conscience,  if  they  are  invaded  at  all,  is  not 
the  circimistance  of  nearness,  or  remoteness,  but  my  having  a 
part  of  the  Council  of  my  opinion,  whether  lurought  firom  the  vi- 
cinity or  elsewhere.  But  it  has  never  been  disputed  or  question- 
ed, that  I  have  a  right  to  choose  half  of  the  ministers  and  churches 
of  my  opinion,  if  I  can  find  so  many  witlun  the  county.  And  my 
people  have  urged  that  some  of  the  ministers  in  the  county  are  of 
my  opinion,  and  that  I  may  choose  them  as  iar  as  they  go ;  though 
I  must  not  go  out  of  the  county.  Now  let  us  turn  the  taUes 
and  suppose  that  all  the  churches  and  mmisters  in  the  county 
were  of  my  opinion  ;  would  I  not  have  liberty  to  choose  my  half 
of  the  Council  fix)m  the  vicinity,  any  rights  of  conscience  in  the 
people  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  ?  Certainly  all,  who  would 
allow  me  any  liberty  of  chdce  at  all,  must  admit  this.    So  that  it 
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is  in  effect  granted,  that  it  is  neither  any  right  of  jurisdiction  in  the 
vicinity,  nor  any  right  of  conscience  in  my  people,  which  ought  to 
confine  me  to  the  limits  of  the  county  in  my  choice.  And  what 
then,  I  ask,  beside  these  two  things  can  be  conceived  of,  which 
ought  thus  to  confine  me  ? — ^I  am  not  aware  of  any  fallacy  m  this 
reasoning,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  examined  to  the  bottom. 

"  4.  n  there  be  any  such  thing  as  an  Established  Jurisdiction  in 
Ae  churches  of  the  vicinity,  either  by  argument,  or  the  word  of 
God,  or  the  nature  of  things ;  then  it  will  follow  that  all  our  eccle- 
siastical judicatories  must  be  stated,  and  not  elective.  For  if  there 
be  a  setded  power  or  right  of  jurisdiction,  then  the  subject  of  this 
power,  or  the  body  m  v^ch  it  inheres,  is  also  settled.  If  it  be  set- 
tled at  all,  it  is  setded  some  where,  or  in  some  subject ;  and  that 
subject  of  course  is  not  left  at  loose  ends,  to  be  determined  from 
time  to  time  by  the  choice  of  the  parties  concerned.  But  such  an 
established  jurisdiction  as  this,  has  not  been  pretended  nor  acted 
upon,  either  by  this  church,  or  by  any  of  the  neighbouring  church-*" 
es  or  ministers ;  but  the  churches  and  ministers  of  this  neighbour- 
hood have  proceeded  on  the  contrary  principle,  verylately  in  various 
instances ;  for  they  have  acted  m  Councils  convoked  by  election 
without  an  objection,  or  even  an  intimadon  that  any  established  ju- 
dicatory of  the  neighbourhood  ought  to  have  been  convoked. 
Why  then  should  any  such  establishment  be  first  mentioned  and 
insisted  on  in  my  case;  where,  as  we  have  seen,  it  works  the  gross- 
est injustice  ?  Thst  usually  it  is  convenient  and  proper  that  Coun- 
cils should  be  of  the  neighbourhood,  I  freely  acknowledge ;  but 
that  Aere  has  been  any  such  uniform  usage,  as  establishes  the  right 
now  for  the  first  time  pretended,  I  utterly  deny ;  and  from  those 
who  assert  it,  I  unhesitatingly  demand  the  evidence.  No  such 
established  jurisdiction,— established  either  by  agreement,  or  cus- 
tom, or  the  law  of  God,  or  the  law  of  reason, — ^was  ever  main- 
tained, either  in  our  day,  or  the  days  of  our  fathers.  In  the  days 
of  our  predecessors  in  the  ministry  in  this  county,  nothing  like  it 
was  known  ;  for  Mr.  Stoddard,  and  Mr.  Williams  of  Hatfield  for- 
merly went,  when  invited,  to  a  Council  at  Norwich  in  Connecticut, 
and,  if  I  mistake  not,  to  another  Council  at  Lebanon  ;  which  sure- 
ly they  would  not  have  done,  if  they  had  thought  the  law  of  God 
and  nature  settled  such  an  establishment  in  vicinities.  And  if  any 
such  thing  be  now  insisted  on,  in  order  to  limit  me  to  the  vicinity,  it 
will  in  fact  be  a  new  rule,  unheard  of  until  now,  invented  for  my 
case,  to  deprive  me  of  my  plain  right, — ^in  a  case,  which  has  much 
more  that  is  peculiar  to  require  an  exception  firom  such  a  rule,  than 
other  cases  in  which  it  has  never  been  pretended. 

"  If  it  should  be  insisted,  that  the  Council  ought  not  to  be  elec- 
tive at  all ;  but  that  we  should  take  the  churches  as  they  come ;  or 
that  we  should  take  the  whole  county ; — though  this  is  a  point  not 
referred  to  this  Council, — ^I  observe,  that  it  will  be  the  first  instance 
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of  objecdng  to  an  election,  where  tbe  question  has  been  the  dis^ 
mission  of  a  minister,  certainly  during  the  present  generation,  and, 
as  I  suppose,  since  tlie  coun^  was  formed.  In  the  case  of  Afr. 
Allis,  the  Council  was  by  jomt  choice,  as  was  that  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Rowson.  In  the  latter,  of  which  I  was  the  scribe,  the  ques- 
tion was,  Whether  Mr.  R.  was  qualified  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry as  to  his  learning,  his  orthodoxy  and  his  morals ;  the  Council 
was  called  by  mutual  election  ;  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadield,  and  Mr. 
Chauncey,  were  members ;  and  no  perscm  thought  of  objecting 
against  the  mode  of  convocadon  as  irregular  or  imprcq>er«  In  die 
second  Council,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rowson,  the  churches  of  tbe 
Association  were  indeed  convoked  ;  yet  it  was  by  a  free  mutual 
agreement  on  prudential  considerations  merely,  aiMl  not  with  refe- 
rence to  any  supposed  rule  binding  them  to  it ;  as  I  know  from  a 
particular  and  lull  enquiry.  Elective  Councils  and  not  Stated 
ones,  have  hitherto  been  made  use  of  in  all  parts  of  the  countjr, 
bodi  in  settling,  and  in  unsettling,  ministers.  Very  lately,  ib. 
Webster  was  setded  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  by  an  elective 
Council ;  and  the  election  was  not  confined  to  the  county,  for  only 
two  or  three  were  taken  firom  this  cotmty  to  join  others  from  abroad ; 
although  it  was  known  beforehand  that  it  was  a  matter  of  dilute 
whether  he  ought  to  be  setded.  Hence  most  evidendy',  if  it  be 
now  insisted  on  as  a  rule,  that  the  members  of  a  Council  must  be 
of  the  county ;  it  will  be  a  new  rule  introduced  for  my  sake. 

"  And  if  my  church  should  now  insist  upon  it,  which  they  have 
never  yet  done,  that  we  should  convoke  a  Council  of  aH  the  chur- 
ches of  the  county,  without  distinction,  it  would  be  peculiarly  inju- 
rious in  ray  case,  not  only  because  they  embrace  the  opposite  opin- 
ion to  mine  in  the  present  controversy,  but  because  it  is  well  known 
that  numbers  of  them  have  manifested  a  particular  dislike  of  me  : — 
some,  on  account  of  the  supposed  rigidness  of  my  Calvinism ; 
some,  a  dislike  more  direcdy  personal,  m  consequence  of  my  dis- 
approving of  their  setdement ;  and  some,  in  consequence  of  the 
disputes  which  have  arisen,  rei^ecting  the  late  religious  excitement 
throughout  New-England.  These  dislikes  I  do  not  wish  to  revive 
and  establish,  by  being  obliged  to  object  against  them  by  name,  as 
improper  members  of  a  Council  in  my  case.  Still  such  things  may 
most  reasonably  be  considered  in  the  present  afilair. 

"  With  regard  to  the  objection, — That  this  Church,  thirty-five 
yean  agOj  voted  to  be  subject  to  a  Council  of  the  churches  of  the 
County; — ^if  it  has  any  seeming  force,  I  desire  that  it  may  be 
brought  to  the  test  of  an  exact  enquiry,  in  order  to  determine 
whedier  it  is  now  obligatory  on  the  church  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, or  whether  it  is  null  and  void.  It  is  certainly  one  or  the  other. 
It  is  either  in  force  for  the  existing  pastor  and  members,  or  it  is  not 
It  is  either  alive,  or  dead.  If  it  be  alive  and  in  force,  then  the 
whole  of  it  is  alive ;  but  if  it  be  not  alive,  then  it  is  dead  as  to  every 
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part  of  h ;  and  we  are  obliged  to  observe  none  of  its  premises,  ex- 
cept as  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  independendy  of  that  vote, 
bmd  us  to  observe  them.  Now  the  question, — Whether  that  vote 
is  dead  or  alive? — is  easily  resolved ;  and  depends  cm  the  resolu- 
tion of  another  question,  viz.  Whether^  on  Protestant  principles^ 
the  determination  of  ancestors^  as  to  matters  of  religion  and  the 
worship  of  God  J  binds  future  generations^  without  &eir  consent  ^ 
either  exjpress  or  implied  f — ^The  present  members  of  this  Church, 
at  least  nine  out  of  ten^  are  a  new  generation.  As  to  any  express 
confirmation  of  that  vote,  it  is  notorious  that  there  has  been  no  such 
thing.  As  to  any  implied  confirmation  of  it,  if  there  has  been  any, 
it  must  have  been  by  conforming  to  it  in  practice.  But  this,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  not  been  done  by  the  present  church  of  Northamp- 
ton. Since  I  have  been  their  pastor,  they  have  uniformly,  in  their 
practice,  implicitly  rejected  and  annulled  it ;  and  that  not  merely 
m  circumstantials,  but  m  the  substance  and  main  scope  of  it.  The 
thing  mentioned  in  the  vote  is  a  Council  of  Churches  and  not  of 
Ministers.  The  first  Association  of  Ministers  in  this  county,  was 
formed  some  time  after  my  settiement.  Yet  this  church  never 
convoked  a  Council  of  Cfuirches^  in  this  generation,  until  now. — 
The  main  design  of  tiiat  vote,  too,  was  to  have  a  Stated  Judicatory, 
and  not  an  Elective  Council,  according  to  the  Presbyterian  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Stoddard ;  yet  this  main  design  has  never  been  regard- 
ed, but  wholly  counteracted.  So  that  it  is  evident  to  a  demonstra- 
tion, that  this  church  bow  has  no  such  constitution,  and  that  the  an- 
cient vote  is  in  fact  dead.  The  neighbouring  ministers  and  church- 
es, also,  have  customarily  neglected  and  counteracted  that  old 
argument  of  some  of  our  fcvefathers* — ^If  it  is  now  held  to  bind  this 
church,  it  will  be  the  first  time  during  the  present  generation.  It 
will  be  revived  out  of  the  dust  purely  for  my  sake,  after  it  has  been 
long  dead  and  buried;  which  will  be  tantamount  to  making  a  con- 
stitution to  meet  my  individual  case.  If  that  vote  be  really  no  es- 
tablishment for  us,  then  I  am  bound  by  no  part  of  it ;  and,  if  so,  no 
argument  ought  to  be  drawn  fix)m  it  with  regard  to  any  thing  either 
less  or  more  pertaining  to  the  present  case. 

'<  It  is  objeded.  That  the  present  Council  can  have  no  reference 
to  any  supposed  business  of  the  future  Council,  except  that  men- 
tioned in  the  votes  of  the  church — to  judge  whether  pastor  and 
people  shall  be  separated ; — and  that  they  are  simply  to  determine 
what  sort  of  Council  is  proper  to  do  that  business.  To  this  I  an- 
swer, 

"  1.  The  bu^ness,  expressly  mentioned  in  the  Vote,  will  not 
depend  on  judging  the  correctness  of  my  opinion  on  the  Qualifica- 
tions for  communion ;  but  on  judgment  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple as  to  liberty  of  conscience,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  pastor  as  to 
what  he  can  fairiy  demand  of  the  people  ;  and  so  will  consist  in 
settling  points  of  justice  between  the  parties* 
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<<  3.  The  business,  expresdy  mentioned  in  the  vote,  does  cer- 
tainly imply  what  is  necessarily  c<mnected  with  it,  considering  the 
state  of  the  case ;  and  so  must  therefore  be  considered  by  this 
Coimcil  as  implied  in  that  busmess.  Considered  thus,  it  includes 
all  the  three  things,  which  were  first  mentioned.  If  a  surgeon  is 
sent  for  to  judge,  whether  a  limb  shall  be  amputated,  the  message 
implies  that  he  is  to  judge.  Whether  amputation  may  not  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  if  not,  Whether  it  shall  take  place  immediately  or  be 
postponed ;  and  if  so.  In  what  manner  it  is  to  be  done,  with  the 
least  injury.  In  the  same  manner,  the  expression  in  th^  vote  of  the 
church  cannot  be  understood,  to  limit  the  busbess  of  the  dedsive 
Council,  anv  further  than  to  dieir  doing  what  is  proper  for  aCoun- 
dl  to  do,  wnich  is  called  on  the  business  expressed  in  the  vote. 

^'  It  is  objected  that,  if  diversity  of  religious  sentiment,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prejudices  which  it  usuallv  occasions,  disqualifies  m^i 
fiiom  being  judges  in  an  Eccledastical  omtroversy,  in  the  case  of 
those  who  dififer  fi:t>m  them,  then  it  also  disqualifies  them  from 
being  judges  in  a  Civil  controversy ;  and  of  course,  that  the  judges 
of  our  courts  in  New  England,  being  chiefly  Congregationalists, 
would  be  improper  judges  in  any  case  where  either  of  the  parties 
was  an  Episcopalian,  an  Anabaptist  or  a  Quaker ;  and  that  the  ius- 
tices  in  England,  bemg  all  of  the  Church  of  England,  would  be 
improper  judges  of  Dissenters. 

^^  Answer.  If  there  were  no  Judicatories  m  the  nation,  but 
merely  justices  commissioned  to  be  ctmvoked  for  each  cause,  by 
the  election  of  the  parties,  and  there  were  as  many  lawful  justices 
on  one  side  as  on  the  other ;  it  would  obviously  be  most  just  for 
one  party  to  be  allowed  to  chose  as  many  on  his  side,  as  the  other 
on  his ;— especially  if  the  controversy  were  of  a  religious  nature, 
and  the  conduct  to  be  judged  of,  had  reference  to  that  very  ques- 
tion in  which  the  judges  difiered  from  each  other.  For  example, 
suppose  the  Test-Act  were  taken  oflT  in  England,  and  half  of  the 
justices  were  Dissenters,  and  in  all  controversies  the  common  law 
of  the  nation  gave  each  party  the  right  of  chooang  one  tedf  of  his 
judges;  and  suppose  that  a  controversy  arises  between  an  Episco- 
palian and  a  Dissenter,  concermng  the  Dissenter's  turning  Dissen- 
ter, and  writing  in  defence  <^  Dissenters,  and  endeavouring  to  }m>- 
pagate  Dissent,  and  that  the  point  to  be  judged  of  is  the  conduct  of 
the  two  parties  in  the  management  of  this  controversy,  and  the 
Episcopalian  has  chosen  half  of  the  judges,  who  are  on  ius  side ; 
would  it  not  be  equitable  that  the  tHssenter  should  choose  the  other 
half  of  his  side :  especially  if  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  judges 
was  to  act  the  part  of  mediators. — ^I  readily  admit  that,  in  deciding 
religious  controversies,  the  judges  actually  employed  have,  in  point 
of  fact,  been  usually  all  on  one  side ;  and  the  well-known  e&ct  has 
been  the  grossest  unrighteousness,  and  the  most  viol^it  persecutkm. 
This  has  been  true  in  Romish,  and  Lutheran,  countries,  as  well  at 
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in  England,  and  Scotland,  and  almost  every  where,  as  every  one 
acknowledges. 

*'  Two  or  three  of  the  objections,  touched  upon  at  the  former 
sitting  of  the  Council,  deserve  some  additional  conmients. 

"It  was  objected  that,  on  this  plan.  There  can  he  no  defence 
against  erroTj  because  a  minister  can  find  some  who  vnll  justify  his 
opinions;  as  I  am  said  to  have  asserted  in  my  Remarks  on  the 
Springfield  controversy.     To  this  I  reply 

"  1.  In  this  objection,  the  actual  state  of  the  present  case  is 
wholly  forgotten ;  for,  as  has  been  often  observed,  the  Council  will 
not  meet  either  to  justify,  or  to  condemn,  my  opinion,  whether  it  be 
truth  or  error. 

"2.  What  I  assert,  in  my  remarks  on  that  controversy,  is  merely 
this, — Thatj  if  one  party  %s  allowed  to  choose  all  his  own  judges, 
there  can  be  no  defence  against  error.  And  I  say  the  same  now ; 
and  it  is  very  true,  that  ifone  party  has  all  the  judges  on  his  side, 
there  can  be  no  defence  for  the  other  par^,  agamst  error,  or  injus« 
dee,  or  any  thing  else  that  is  bad,  because  such  a  Council  must  of 
course  be  partial.  What  I  there  assert,  therefore,  instead  of  being 
inconsistent  with  what  I  now  urge,  establishes  my  grand  point,  and 
overthrows  the  very  pointion  it  is  brought  to  prove,  viz.  That  all  the 
Council  ought  to  be  on  one  side. 

"  3.  All  the  force  m  the  objection,  if  it  has  any,  lies — not  against 
my  gomg  out  of  the  county  for  a  choice,  but — against  my  having 
any  cbicAce  at  all,  that  is,  against  any  elective  Council  whatever. 
For,  if  a  minister  has  any  advantage  m  his  choice  to  defend  himself 
in  error,  it  arises  fix>m  hiis  having  liberty  to  choose  half  his  judges, 
and  not  from  the  place  where  they  are  chosen,  whether  in  or  out 
of  the  CoMiity.  The  rule  of  cooGrnng  him  and  the  church  to  the 
county  where  they  live,  will  no  more  defend  the  truth  than  expose 
it.  It  will  do  one  or  the  other  just  as  the  county  is.  If  the  churches 
of  this  county  had  happened  to  be  of  my  side,  this  rule  would  have 
defended  me  in  my  supposed  enx>r,  and  would  have  disabled  the 
church  from  defending  themselves  just  as  much,  as  going  out  of 
the  county  will  now.  Indeed  the  rule  would  more  generally  ex- 
pose orthodox  churches  than  defend  them,  for  there  are  more  erro- 
neous vicinities  in  the  world  than  orthodox  ones. 

"  It  may  be  objected  that,  by  thus  insisting  on  the  liberty  of  going 
out  of  the  county,  I  cast  a  reflexion  on  the  neighbouring  ministers, 
as  though  they  had  not  honesty  enough  to  do  me  justice.  To  this 
I  answer  that,  if  any  individual  is  in  circumstances,  which  powers 
fully  tend  to  prejudice  his  mind  in  favour  of,  or  against,  either  of 
the  parties  in  a  ^ven  case ;  it  is  no  reflexion  on  him  to  object 
gainst  him,  as  improper  to  be  employed  as  a  judge  in  that  case. 
Thus,  if  a  man  is  nearly  related  to  one  of  the  parlies ;  or  where  a 
town  is  a  party,  and  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  that  town ;  he  cannot  sit 
as  judge  or  juror  in  such  a  case.    But  there  is  far  more  reason  to 
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object  against  all  the  judges  being  wholly  on  one  side,  to  judge  of 
the  conduct  of  two  parties  in  a  religious  controversy,  than  to  object 
against  near  relations ;  as  will  appear  if  we  consider  two  things : 

^^  1 .  Men  are  as  prone,  in  religious  differences,  to  favour  their  own 
party,  as  they  are  to  favour  their  near  relations.  This  is  true  aU 
the  world  over,  in  every  age,  with  both  learned  and  unlearned,  that 
men  are  friends  to  their  own  party,  and  commend  their  persons  and 
justify  their  conduct.  How  widely  different  are  the  opinions  of  two 
opposite  parties  of  the  same  points  of  conduct.  Thus,  how  difie- 
rent  are  Uie  opinions  of  Presbyterians  from  those  of  Episcopalians, 
concerning  the  conduct  of  the  Presbyterians  in  the  time  of  the 
Long  Parliament ;  and  so  I  might  adduce  innumerable  other  in- 
stances. 

<'  2.  Difference  in  religious  sendments  excites  one  kind  of  preju- 
dice which  nearness  of  relation  does  not ;  for,  though  the  latter  pre- 
judices us  m  favour  of  those  who  are  related  to  us,  yet  it  does  not 
prejudice  us  against  those  who  are  not  related  to  us ;  whereas  we 
are  not  only  prejudiced  in  favour  of  those  who  agree  with  us  in  sen- 
timent, but  we  are  strongly  prejudiced  agamst  those  who  difier  from 
us.  And  the  strongest  prejudices  ever  known  in  the  world  have 
arisen  from  thb  cause.  Hence  the  questbn,  with  regard  to  the 
neighbouring  ministers  and  churches,  is  not,  whether  they  are  just 
and  upright  men,  but  whether  these,  circumstances  naturally  tend 
to  bias  them  in  this  controversy.  If  they  do,  then  it  is  obviously 
against  the  plain  rights  of  mankind,  to  oblige  me  to  be  judged  only 
by  them. 

^^  It  was  objected,  That^  to  allow  me  to  go  out  of  the  County, 
ivUl  be  a  bad  precedent,  and  greatly  expose  the  peace  and  good  or- 
der of  the  County,  in  its  ecclesiasttcal  affairs. 

^*  1  desire  this  objection  to  be  thoroughly  examined ;  and  we  shall 
be  able  to  determine  whether  it  has  any  force  by  resolving  these 
two  questions :  1 ,  Whetiier  the  rule  to  confine  Councik  to  a  vicinity, 
be  so  universal  and  unalterable,  that  it  is  absolutely  without  excepr 
tions,  and  ought  never  to  be  departed  from  in  any  case,  ordinary  or 
extraordinary;  and  if  not;  then,  2,  Whether  tiiis  case  be  so  frur 
an  extraordinary  one  as  to  require  an  exception  from  the  general 
rule. 

''As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  I  should  affiont  this  Rev. 
Council  by  suggesting  that  any  one  of  them  would  affirm  it ;  for  it 
would  contradict  their  own  practice  and  that  of  all  our  churches ; 
as  weU  as  the  sentiments  which  they  have  advanced  respectmg  the 
Consociations  in  Connecticut. 

''  The  only  remaining  question  is.  Whether  this  case  be  so  far 
extra(»rdinary,  as  to  require  an  exception  from  the  general  rule. 
And  if  the  Council  will  reflect  on  what  has  been  said,  it  will  I  think  be 
plain  to  a  demonstration,  that  the  most  obvious  rules  of  justice  do  abso- 
lutely require  it.    We  are  two  controverting  parties^  and  we  want  a 
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<<buiic9,  because  we  want  judges  to  judge  between  us ;  and  for  what, 
unless  to  do  justice  between  us.  We  want  a  balance  to  weigh  both 
parties ;  and  is  it  not  essential  that  the  scales  be  even  ?  If  both  parts 
df  the  Council  are  all  on  the  side  of  one  party,  is  it  not  evident  that 
the  scales  are  not  even  ?  Why  then  oblige  me  to  be  weighed  against 
the  other  par^,  when  their  scale  is  so  much  the  heaviest  before 
we  are  put  into  the  balance.  It  is  the  law  of  God,  Thoushalihave 
njust  balance;  and  his  strict  injunction,  That^  which  is  altogether 
justy  shah  thou  follow.  The  prudence  and  justice  of  this  Council 
teaches  them  in  other  respects  not  to  give  one  side  an  advantage 
above  the  other — ^particularly  not  to  hear  one  side  in  the  absence 
of  the  other ;  to  have  the  same  rules  respecting  evidence  for  both  ; 
and  to  give  each  equal  opportunity  to  plead  his  own  cause.  Now 
if  justice  require,  that  such  an  exact  equality  be  maintained  in  ctr- 
cmnstantialsy  how  much  more  does  it  require  that,  in  a  point  po 
essential  as  ihe  choice  of  the  TrihuTwl  which  is  to  decide  the  main 
controversy,  there  be  a  perfect  equality,  and  that  neither  party  be 
allowed  to  have  all  the  judges  on  his  own  side.  How  highly  my 
pe(q)le  estimate  the  advantage  of  having  all  the  judges  on  their 
own  side,  is  abundantly  evident  from  their  strenuous  and  persever* 
ing  efforts  to  secure  it ;  and  if  it  be  so  great  an  advantage,  why 
dvDuld  we  not  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  ?  My  people  have 
never  pretended,  that  I  ought  not  to  choose  half  of  the  Council; 
nor  have  we  submitted  the  question  to  this  Council,  whether  our 
^ase  shaB  be  referred  to  the  whole  county,  without  any  chwce  in 
the  case.  I  say,  we  have  not  submitted  this  question,  because  it 
was  never  once  mentioned,  and  I  suppose  never  entered  mto  our 
hearts.  I  ami  sure  it  did  not  into  mine.  This  point  was  never 
controverted  between  us ;  and  it  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  we  sum- 
moned a  Council  of  Churches  to  decide  a  point,  which  we  had 
never  even  once  disputed,  but  had  always  been  agreed  in.  TTiat  I 
^uld  have  a  choice  in  the  Coimcil,  was  fully  admitted  by  the 
Church;  and  the  point  debated  between  us  was.  Whether  I 
should  go  out  of  the  county  in  my  choice  ?  But  if  I  be  allowed  a 
choice  as  well  as  they,  why  should  I  not  be  allowed  to  choose  those 
who  are  on  my  side,  as  well  as  the  Church  those  who  are  on  thei^ 
side.  To  deny  me  this,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  pretence  of 
allowing  me  a  choice ;  for  the  pretence  is  an  equality  of  advan^- 
lage,  or  an  equal  chance  for  justice.  To  allow  me  an  equal  choice, 
is  an  implicit  acknowledgment  that  I  am  in  justice  entitled  to  an 
equal  advantage;  but  to  tie  me  up  to  judges  who  are  of  their  opin- 
ion, is  grossly  inconsistent  with  this  acknowledgment.  To  tell  me 
with  a  great  show  of  fairness,  "You  shall  stand  as  good  a  chance, 
for  justice  as  we ;  you  shall  choose  one  half  of  the  Council,  and 
we  will  choose  the  other ; — ^but  then  we  will  choose  those  who  are 
Cm  our  side,  and  you  also  shall  choose  those  who  are  on  our  side, 
and  opposed  to  yourself  on  the  main  point  in  controversy  f  is  only 
Vei4.  I.  49  ^ 
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mocking  and  insulting  me.  This  Comicil,  in  their  former  Result^ 
intimate,  that  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  future  Council  will  be, 
to  endeavour  to  reconcile  us ;  and,  in  .the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
the  Council,  which  comes  with  power  to  separate,  must  have 
power  to  decide.  Whether  the  separation  shall  be  inmiediate,  or, 
Whether  it  is  not  their  duty  to  act  as  mediators,  and  attempt  a  re* 
conciliation.  And  what  is  more  obvious  to  common  sense,  than 
that  a  mediator  should  be  impartial ;  one  in  whom  both  parties  con- 
fide, and  have  an  equal  mterest.  If  it  be  lawful  to  compare  little 
things  with  great  ones,  did  not  the  Most  High  himself,  when  he. 
was  pleased  to  appoint  a  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  take 
care  that  he  should  partake  of  both  natures,  to  qualify  him  for  that 
office? 

"  And,  besides  the  grounds  already  nientioned,  requiring  an  ex- 
emption fix)m  tMfe  ordinary  rules  of  poceeding,  this  case  is  in  other 
respects  extraordinary,  not  merely  in  some  of  its  circumstances^ 
but  in  its  very  nature ;  so  much  so,  that  no  such  case,  I  appre- 
hend, has  occurred  in  New-England,  or  even  in  the  Christian 
Church.  The  proposed  Council  will  convene  to  decide  on  a  new 
question — a  question  which  I  suppose  was  never  before  submitted 
to  an  ecclesiastical  tribunal.  And  certainly,  in  the  decision  of  such 
a  case,  it  cannot  but  be  allowed,  that  a  number  of  ti^e  senior  min- 
isters of  the  country  should  be  engaged. 

*'  The  circumstances  of  the  country  ought  also  to  be  considered  ; 
^e  having  no  appeal  from  one  Council  to  another.  Such  a  state 
of  things  makes  a  great  alteration,  as  to  what  is  reasonable  in  many 
particular  cases,  and  requires  some  things  to  be  allowed,  which 
need  not  be  allowed,  if  here,  as  in  Scotiand,  we  could  appeal  fit)m 
the  Churches  -of  the  Vicinity  to  those  of  the  Province,  and  ulti- 
mately to  the  Assembly  of  the  whole  Nation.  It  is  a  strange  way 
of  arguing,  that,  because  there  ought  to  be  a  regular  establishment 
in  the  country,  we  ought  therefore  to  bind  ministers  and  Churches 
to  the  same  measures  as  if  there  toere  one ;  and  yet  not  allow 
them  the  privileges  which  an  establishment  secures,  and  which 
al(Hie  can  render  those  measures  tolerable.  If  we  had  a  regular 
establif^ment,  there  would  be  here,  as  in  Scotiand,  no  elective 
Councils.  There  would  have  been  none  of  late  in  Hatfield,  nor 
in  this  town,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hawley.  Yet,  as  we  have  no  es- 
tablishment, every  one  allows  the  necessity  of  such  Councils  in  ma- 
ny cases ;  and  the  same  fact  involves  us  in  the  necessity  of  goii^ 
out  of  the  vicinity,  because  we  have  not  the  right  of  appeal. 

"  On  the  whole,  admitting  it  to  be  a  good  general  rule.  Thai 
Councils  should  be  selected  from  the  neighbourhood^  no  reason,  can 
be  assigned,  why  tins  case  should  not  be  exempted ;  unless  we 
take  the  broad  ground,  that  no  exemptions  fit)m  general  rules  shall 
ever  be  allowed,  however  just,  expedient  and  necessary  in  them- 
selves, for  fear  of  a  bad  precedent.    But  was  this  broad  ground 
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«ver  taken,  or  can  it  ever  be  observed  fai  human  society  ?  No  such 
uniform  observance  of  general  rules  was  ever  known  in  our  ecclesiasti- 
cal concerns.  It  is  a  general  rule,  that  the  alleged  delinquency  of  a 
private  brother,  ought  first  to  be  tried  by  the  church ;  yet  the  church 
may  refer  it  direct^  to  a  Council,  as  was  lately  done  in  Hatfield,  with 
Ae  approbation  of  the  Churches,  and  with  no  fear  of  a  bad  prece- 
dent. And  with  regard  to  this  very  point,  to  go  from  the  vicinity 
in  the  choice  of  Councils,  so  far  from  being  a  new  thing,  has  been 
customary,  ^ere  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  required 
it,  and  that  not  only  in  this  province,  but  even  in  Connecticut.  The 
aggrieved  party  at  Goshen,  in  their  controversy  widi  Mr.  Heaton, 
passed  by  the  Consociation  to  which  Goshen  belongs,  and  sum- 
moned a  Council  fix)m  the  remote  parts  of  Connecticut,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Col.  l^lliams  of  Wethersfield,  and  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  Lebanon.  Mr.  Searl,  also,  neglecting  the  Consociation 
with  which  Sharon  is  connected,  by  the  advice  of  the  best  judges, 
summoned  a  Council,  to  setde  him  at  that  place.  But  what  I  de« 
«ire,  is,  not  to  go  fix)m  the  vicinity  in  a  neglect  of  the  Churches  of 
the  vicinity,  but  to  select  half  the  Council  from  abroad,  first  asking 
the  leave  and  approbation  of  these  Churches. 

"As  to  the  danger  of  this  case  being  pleaded  as  a  precedent,  for 
the  same  liberty  in  ordinary  cases;  the  danger  is  less,  than  perhaps 
in  any  other  case,  because  all  the  world  regard  this  case  as  wholly 
new  and  extraordinary. 

"  And  it  is  a  great  mistake,  that  an  exemption  fit)m  a  general 
yule,  in  a  singular  case  which  imperiously  requires  it,  tends  to  weak- 
en that  general  rule.  The  very  contraiy  is  true,  that  to  grant  the 
exemption  strengthens,  and  to  refuse  it  weakens  the  rule ;  for  the 
injustice  which  men  suffer  by  an  over  exact  observance  of  the  rule, 
is  ascribed  to  the  badness  of  the  rule  itself,  and  thus  we  are  inclin- 
ed to  renounce  it.  The  Ecclesiastical  Constitution  of  Connecticut 
has  of  late  been  evidendy  weakened,  by  thus  overstraining  the 
general  rules;  and  to  renise  reasonable  exemptions,  where  plain 
justice  requires  them,  will  tend  to  deter  the  country  from  ever  com- 
ing into  a  regular  establishment. 

"  If  then  the  whole  matter  be  duly  weighed  by  this  reverend 
Council,  I  cannot  but  tiiink  they  will  judge,  that  no  ill  consequen- 
ces will  follow  fix)m  granting  me  this  equal  liberty  of  choice,  which 
1  claim  as  a  matter  of  obvious  justice ;  and  that  tliere  will  be  many 
good  consequences : — as  there  will  be  opportunity  to  obtain  a  just 
and  impartial  Council,  by  bringing  the  whole  of  the  Consistory  to  a 
proper  balance ;  as  we  shall  be  able  to  employ  a  number  of  the 
senior  ministers,  and  gentlemen  of  chief  note  in  die  country,  in  de- 
termining this  new  and  extraordinary  afiair ;  as  tliere  will  be  a  pro- 
per Consistory,  to  attempt  a  reconciliation  between  the  parties; 
and  as  the  proceedings  will  be  better  stated  abroad,  and  more  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  world. 
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"I  beseech  the  reverend  Council  not  suddenly  to  pass  over  these 
things,  bui  to  weigh  them  with  thorough  deliberaticm.  I  trust  to 
their  justice,  that  they  will  use  great  care  and  diligence,  that  there 
be  no  unequal  and  hard  dealing  as  to  the  terms  I  am  bound  to,  ia 
the  hearing  and  determining  this  afiair  of  9uch  vast  importance*" 

«  After  tlie  pre  ceding  Remarks  had  been  submitted  by  the 
Pastor ;  the  Committee  of  the  Church,  and  some  of  the  private 
members  of  the  church,  addressed  the  Council  on  the  same  sub- 
ject ;  when,  after  long  consideration,  the  question  being  put,  the 
members  of  the  Council  were  equally  divided  upon  it ;  and  the  fed- 
lowing  writing  w^s  drawn  up  by  them  and  read  to  the  Pastor  and 
Church  Conunittee : — " 

[The  blank  left  m  this  place  for  the  writing  is  not  filled  up.] 

"  Several  of  the  members  of  the  Council  did  then,  as  christian 
friends,  advise,  that  Pastor  and  People,  should,  in  this  affidr,  con- 
descend to  each  other,  each  departing  id  some  degree  from  what 
they  had  insisted  on ;  that  the  Pastor  should  no  longer  insist  on  go* 
ing  out  of  the  county  for  half  of  the  Council ;  and  that  the  people 
should  not  insist  upon  his  being  confined  wholly  to  the  county,  but 
that  t  ey  should  consent  that  he  should  go  out  for  a  minor  part,  the 
major  part  of  the  Obuncil  being  of  the  county.  This  seemed  to 
be  the  coucurring  sentiment  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
this  reason  was  given  why  it  was  not  voted  in  Council,  that  they^ 
did  not  look  upon  finding  out  any  such  expedient  for  an  accommo- 
dation. 

"  I  then  manifested  before  the  members  of  the  Council  my  dis- 
appointment, in  that  the  Council  had  never  given  their  judgment. 
Whether  it  uhu  the  duty  of  my  people  to  hear  the  reasons  of  my 
opinion  from  the  pidpit ;  although  that  matter  had  been  pardcu* 
larly  debated  before  them.  Upon  which  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr. 
Partridge,  replied,  That  although  the  Council  had  said  nothing  ex- 
pressly about  that  matter,  yet  there  was  something  in  their  Result, 
which  was  drawn  up  at  the  first  sitting  of  the  Council,  winch  was 
supposed  to  be  a  sufficient  intimation  of  the  mind  of  the  Council, 
thai  'my  people  ouglU  to  hear  me,  viz.  that  passage,  wherein  they 
speak  of  the  Chwreh  Committee  opposing  my  delivering  my  principles 
from  the  pulpit  ^  as  one  probable  occasion  of  the  great  uneasiness  and 
disscUisfactionj  which  Iiad  arisen  between  me  Pastor  and  the  People. 

"  I  then  made  a  declaration  before  the  members  of  the  Council, 
and  also  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee  of  the  Church,  to  die 
follo\\ing  purpose:  "I  judge  that  there  is  a  great  prospect  of  our 
controversy  issuing  in  a  separation  between  Paster  and  People ; 
and,  on  long  and  mature  CAnsideratioQ,  I  have  determined  diat  I 
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canDot  leave  this  people,  wiihout  first  making  trial.  Whether  my 
people  wiU  hear  me  give  the  reasons  qfny  opinion  friHB  the  pulpit^* 
unless  I  am  advised  to  die  contrary  by  a  Council ;  being  iuUy  per- 
suaded, on  the  best  enquiry  I  can  make,  that  a  very  great  part  of 
the  people  have  never  read  my  book,  nor  have  by  anv  means  been 
informed  of  my  reasons,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  informed  in  any 
other  way  than  from  the  pulpit.  However  I  am  willing  to  refer 
this  matter  to  this  Council,  as  a  case  of  conscience  to  be  resolved  by 
them.  Whether  I  have  a  right  to  ddiver^my  reasons  from  the  pvfyit^ 
or  not9  and,  if  they  determine  that  I  have  not,  I  can  be  easy  to 
forbear." 

^^  On  hearing  this,  the  Council  at  first  talked  of  desiring  to  be  by 
themselves,  to  consider  of  this  matter.  But  it  was  presendy  said 
by  some  of  them,  That  it  was  a  matter,  which  was  indisputable,  that 
I  had  a  right,  and  a  right  which  I  ought  not  to  put  out  of  my  hands, 
and  ought  not  to  leave  the  matter  to  any  Conncil ;  and  so  they  put 
by  the  thoughts  of  entering  into  any  particular  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Upon  which  I  declared,  That  I  judged  that  I  had  a  right 
to  preach  on  the  subject  on  the  Sabbath  ;  but,  that  I  might  do  it 
in  the  way  which  would  least  ofiend,  I  would  first  make  tnial  whe- 
ther my  people  would  hear  me  on  Lectures  i^pointed  for  that  end^ 
and  that  I  proposed  to  have  my  first  Lecture  the  next  Thursday, 
Feb.  1 5,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  and,  if  I  found  that  my  people  would 
not  hear  me  on  Lecture  days,  I  would  reserve  libertjr  to  myself  to 
do  it  on  the  Sabbath.  None  of  the  members  of  the  Council  said 
any  thing  by  way  of  objection  against  any  part  of  this,  which  I  had 
thus  dedbred. 

^^  The  next  Sabbath,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  aitemocm  exercise, 
I  informed  the  Congregation  of  this  which  passed  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  the  Committee  of  the  church,  viz.  of  this 
declaration  which  I  then  made;  and  renewed  my  declaration  of 
preaching  Lectures,  and  appomted  the  first  Lecture  to  be  the  next 


"  The  next  day,  Monday,  Feb.  12,  the  Precinct  met  according 
to  adjournment,  and  a  vote  was  passed,  by  a  small  majority,  to 
choose  a  Committee  to  come  to  me,  and  desire  me  not  to  preach 
Lectures  on  the  subject  in  controversy,  according  to  my  declara- 
tion and  appointment.  They  proceeded  to  choose  Deacon  Cook, 
Deacon  Pomroy  and  Capt.  John  Lyman  for  this  purpose,  and  then 
adjourned  themselves  to  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

"The  Committee  that  was  chosen,  came  to  me  the  same  day, 
at  evenmg,  on  their  appointed  errand.  But,  after  considerable  dis- 
course with  them,  I  mformed  them,  that  I  could  not  think  I  should 
be  in  the  way  of  my  duty,  without  preaching  my  appointed  Lec- 
tures to  such  as  were  willing  to  hear  me. 

"Accordingly  the  next  Thursday,  Feb.  15, 1  preached  my  first 
Lecture,  which  was  thinly  attended  by  own  people }  but  there  were 
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S resent  a  very  great  number  of  strangers; — ^I  suppose  much  mor« 
lan  half  the  Congregation ; — ^which  was  partly  owing  to  the  fact, 
that  the  County  Court  was  then  sittmg.  And  I  would  observe,  by 
the  way,  that  the  justices  of  the  Court  adjourned  themselves  to 
attend  my  Lecture;  which  greatly  provoked  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court,  and  occasioned  hb  uttering  himself  very  openly  and  pub- 
licly in  some  very  harsh  expressions,  wherein  he  called  me  a  tjrrant, 
one  who  lorded  it  over  God's  heritage,  etc. 

"The  next  Saturday,  Feb.  17,  a  little  before  night,  came  to  me 
Dea.  Cook  and  Dea.  Pomroy,  and  told  me,  that  it  was  the  desire 
of  some  of  the  brethren  of  the  church,  that  I  would  stay  the  church 
the  next  day,  to  see  if  the  church  would  not  call  the  ministers  of 
this  Association,  to  advise  them  what  course  to  take  under  their 
present  circumstances.  I  objected.  That  it  was  but  a  little  more 
dian  a  week  since  we  had  had  a  Council,  who  were  called  on  this 
very  business,  to  direct  us  how  we  should  conduct  ourselves  for 
the  present ;  and  that  there  was  nothmg  remarkable  or  new  in  our 
circumstances,  nothing  but  what  was  visible  to  the  Council  before 
they  went  away.  And  I  told  them  that  I  was  fixed  in  it,  to  have 
no  hand  in  calling  any  more  Councils  in  our  afiairs,  unless  I  might 
have  a  choice  with  the  people,  and  might  choose  some  out  of  die 
County,  and  might  have  some  in  the  Council  favouring  my  own 
opinion,  so  that  diere  might  be  somewhat  of  a  balance  in  the  Coun- 
cil :  on  which  they  went  away. 

**  On  Monday,  Feb.  19,  Dea.  Cook  and  some  others  went  round 
to  get  subscriptions  to  a  paper,  drawn  up  and  directed  to  the  Min- 
isters of  this  Association,  setting  forth  to  this  purpose, — ^That  I  had 
fceen  applied  to  for  a  Church  meeting,  to  see  if  the  church  would 
not  call  the  Association  together  for  their  advice,  etc.  etc.,  and  that 
1  refused ;  and  that  I,  at  the  same  time,  declared  that  I  never  would 
have  any  hand  in  calling  any  Coimcil  in  our  afiairs,  imless  I  might 
choose  one  half  out  of  the  county,  as  I  had  heretofore  insisted,  and 
therefore  desiring  them  to  come  together  and  give  them  advice. 
To  this  paper  they  obtained  a  considerable  number  of  subscribers, 
.so  far  as  I  can  learn  about  fifty ;  and  then  carried  it  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley ;  who  undertook  to  send  to  the  members 
of  the  Association,  and  accordingly  did  send  to  most  of  them.  I 
saw  two  of  the  letters  which  he  sent,  which  were  very  much  to  the 
same  purpose.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  of  them : 

"  The  Northampton  people  are  desirous  of  having  some  minis- 
ter preach  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  controversy  to  Sfr.  Edwards. 
They  have  brought  an  application  to  this  Association  for  advice,  and 

lodged  it  with ;  and  at  their  desire,  and  at  the  advice  of  some  of 

our  brethren  in  the  ministry,  I  have  written  to  the  ministers,  to  desire 
them  to  meet  at  my  house,  on  Thursday,  early  in  the  morning.  I  hope . 
you  will  come,  for  you  can't  easily  think  what  posture  things  are  w. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE   OV   PRESIBENV   EDWARDS.  2^i 

And  unless  we  do  concert  some  measures,  we  are  in  danger  of  be^ 
ing  overrun ;  and  Northampton  will  proceed  to  extreme  measures^ 
being  conducted  by  some  gentlemen  not  over  tender  of  ministers  or 
churches ;  which  may  prove  of  pernicious  consequence  to  us,  and 
all  our  churches.  I  have  the  promise  of  some  gentlemen  to  come^ 
and  hope  you  will  not  fail. 

"  From  your  brother,  etc. 

"Chester  Wiluams. 
"flodZey,  Feb.  20,  1750." 

"  Six  of  the  mmisters  came  together  on  this  notification,  viz.  Mr. 
Partridge  of  East  Hadley,  Mr.  BiDings  of  Cold  Spring,  Mr.  Ash- 
ley of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Ashlej^  of  Deerfield,  Mr.  Woodbridge  of 
Hatfield,  and  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley.  That  day,  being  Thurs- 
day, Feb.  22, 1  had  my  second  Lecture ;  which  was  also  attended 
thinly  by  my  own  people,  but  by  a  great  number  of  strangers :  as 
it  appeared  to  me,  more  than  half  of  the  congregation  being 
strangers. 

"  In  the  evening,  three  of  the  forementioned  ministers  came  to 
my  house,  viz.  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Billings,  and  Mr.  Woodbridge ; 
and  showed  me  the  paper,  which  had  been  lodged  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, directed  to  the  Association,  subscribed  by  a  number  of  the 
members  of  this  church ;  and  also  showed  me  a  vote,  which  they 
had  passed  among  themselves — "  Thai  they  ivotdd  proceed  to  ^ye 
9ome  advice  to  the  people  of  Northampton^  as  they  desired."  I  in- 
formed them,  that  there  was  a  great  misrepresentation  in  the  paper 
sent  to  them,  in  representing  me  to  have  declared — "  That  I  utter- 
ly refused  to  have  any  hand  in  calling  any  Council,  unless  I  might 
choose  Ao/f  of  the  members  out  of  the  county ;" — ^whereas  all  that 
I  said  was — "That  I  would  have  no  hand  in  calling  any  Council^ 
unless  t  might  choose  some  of  the  members  out  of  die  county ;'' — 
and  that  I  had  no  thought  of  insisting  on  half,  when  the  Deacons  were 
here ;  but  alll  had  thoughts  of,  was  only  choosing  a  minor  part,  agree- 
ably to  the  private  advice  of  the  members  of  the  late  Council.  After 
much  more  conversation  with  (hem  on  our  afiairs,  the  next  morning 
these  gentlemen  returned  to  their  brethren  at  Hadley ;  and  after 
long  consideration,  they  broke  up  and  did  nothing. 

"  March  6,  the  Precinct  met  again,  according  to  adjournment. 
This  bemg  also  the  day  of  the  Town-meeting  for  choosing  town  of- 
ficers, the  Precinct-meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  The 
next  day,  they  met,  and  adjourned  themselves  until  half  past  four 
o'clock  P.  M^  That  was  the  day  of  my  fourth  Lecture  on  the 
subject  in  controversy ;  which  being  the  last  I  intended  but  one,, 
and  the  Public  Fast  being  appomted  on  the  Thursday  following,, 
which  would  put  by  my  last  Lecture  a  week  longer,  I  sent  the  peo- 
ple word  at  this  meeting,  that  if  they  insisted  on  my  calling  a 
Church-meeting,  in  order  to  my  calUng  a  decisive  Council,  before 
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my  last  Lecture  was  past,  I  would  warn  one  the  next  Monday ;' 
though  I  chose,  if  they  were  willing,  that  it  should  be  deferred  un- 
til after  my  last  Lecture.  Accordingly,  they  consented  that  it  should 
be  so  deferred ;  and  appointed  Deac.  Cook  to  come  to  me,  and 
desire  me  to  caD  a  Chwch-meeting  the  week  after  my  last  Lecture, 
and  then  adjourned  themselves  to  March  22,  at  half  past  4  o'clock, 
the  day  of  mv  last  Lecture ;  when  they  met,  and  adjourned  them- 
selres  to  April  2,  1760. 

"  On  the  next  Sabbath,  March  25, 1  warned  a  Church-meeting 
for  the  next  day,  at  1  o'clock,  to  see  if  Pastor  and  People  could 
not  agree  upon  a  Council,  to  advise  us  under  our  difficulties,  and» 
if  they  thought  fit,  to  bring  our  controversy  to  a  speedy  issue. 

"  Accordingly,  the  next  day,  March  26,  the  Church  met,  and, 
at  the  request  of  some  of  the  brethren,  I  desired  that  those  who 
were  of  the  same  principles,  on  which  the  Church  had  proceeded 
in  their  former  practice,  m  the  admission  of  members  to  fiill  com- 
munion in  the  church,  would  manifest  it  by  holding  up  their  hands  ^ 
and  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  great  majority  still  of  those  prin- 
ciples. 

"We  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  business  on  which  a 
Council  should  be  called,  and  I  proposed  the  foDowing  draft  of  a 
vote  for  consideration — "  That  a  Council  be  called,  to  give  us  dieir 
best  advice  for  a  remedy  fi-om  the  calamities,  arising  from  the  pre-^ 
sent  unsetUed  broken- state  of  this  church,  by  reason  of  the  contro- 
versy here  subsisting,  concerning  the  Qualifications  for  fiiU  com- 
munion in  the  church.  And  if,  upon  the  whole  of  what  they  see 
and  find  m  our  circumstances,  they  judge  it  best,  that  Pastor  and 
People  be  immediately  separated,  that  tiiey  proceed  to  dissolve  the 
relation  I  etween  them." 

"  There  was  much  discourse  concerning  tins  draft.  It  was  read 
publicly  and  distincdy,  three  or  four  times,  and  it  was  desired  that 
each  particular  passage  of  it  might  be  considered  and  scanned.  It 
was  <^ered  to  such  as  desired  to  view  and  examine  it,  and  handed 
from  one  to  another.  Some  amendments  were  proposed ;  but  the 
amendments  did  not  seem  to  be  Hked  so  weU  as  the  first  draft.  It 
was  then  put  to  vote ;  and  it  was  questioned  whether  it  was  a  vote. 
Then  it  was  desired  that  all  might  sit  down,  and  hold  up  their  hands 
for  some  considerable  time,  and  then  it  appeared  plainly  to  be  a 
vote,  was  generally  acknowledged  to  be  so,  by  such  as  had  appear- 
ed most  to  oppose  it,  and  was  not  questioned  by  more  than  one  or 
two.  And  one  of  them,  viz.  Major  Pomeroy,  said  it  was  general- 
ly allowed  to  be  a  vote,  and  therefore  intimated  it  to  be  his  mind, 
Uiat  It  should  pass  as  such,  and  that  we  should  therefore  proceed  to 
other  budness. 

"  Then  I  declared  to  the  church,  what  I  should  insist  upon  with 
respect  to  tfae^  Council  that  should  be  chosen — ^viz.  To  choose  half 
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the  members  of  the  Council ;  and  to  choose  three  ministers  or 
churches  without  the  bounds  of  the  county,  and  should  not  insist 
on  more  than  three,  unless  the  whole  Council  consisted  of  more 
than  fourteen.  I  also  told  them,  that  I  should  msist  on  a  provi- 
siooal  choice  of  some  others  out  of  the  counQr,  to  come  in  case  any 
of  the  three  first  pitched  upon  should  fail ;  so  that  I  might  mdeed 
have  three  from  other  parts  of  the  land. 

"  It  was  then  stron^y  insisted  on  by  the  Church,  that  I  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  choose  any  out  of  the  county ;  so  that  Sie 
consideration  o(  the  number  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  county,  was 
for  the  present  laid  aside.  And  the  matter  debated  was,  "  Whe- 
ther I  should  be  allowed  to  bring  any  at  all  from  without  the  bounds 
of  the  county  ?"  After  much  talk,  it  was  put  to  vote  m  the  follow- 
ing words : — ^^  Whether  or  not  you  do  consent,  that  in  choosing  the 
Council  now  under  consideration,  I,  in  my  choice,  should  go  out 
of  thb  county  for  anv  part  of  the  Council  ?  Let  those,  who  do  con- 
sent, manifest  it,  by  holding  up  their  hands." — It  was  not  voted. — 
Upon  which  I  tola  the  church,  that  the  business  of  the  meeting  was 
come  to  an  end ;  as  it  was  apparent  that  Pastor  and  People  could 
act  in  nothing  together,  in  calling  a  Council.  After  some  dis- 
course, 1  told  them,  that  I  stood  ready  to  yield  to  have  but  tvfo  of 
the  Council  from  abroad,  unless  the  Council  consisted  of  more  than 
ten  ;  but  should  insist  on  three j  if  the  whole  was  more  than  ten,  and 
on  morej  if  the  Council  was  above  fourteen.  It  being  moved  by 
some  of  the  brethren,  that  the  meeting  should  be  adjourned  one 
day,  for  further  consideration ;  it  was  accordingly  adjourned  to 
the  next  day,  at  one  o'clock* 

"  Accorcungly  the  next  day  we  met  again ;  and  the  last  subject 
of  consideration,  concerning  my  going  out  of  the  County  for  any 
part  of  the  Council,  was  proposed  again ;  and,  supposing  they  had 
now  had  sufficient  consideration  of  the  matter,  I  was  about  to  put  it 
to  vote  again.  But  then  it  was  desired  by  some,  tliat  there  might 
be  a  reconsideration  of  the  first  vote  that  had  passed  the  day  before,  con- 
cerning the  business  of  the  Council;  and  suggested  that,  if  some  alter- 
ation were  made  in  that  vote,  there  was  a  probability  that  the  latter  vote, 
concerning  ray  going  out  of  the  connty,  would  pass  without  difficulty. 
TTien  Major  Fomroy  declared  that  a  number  of  the  brethren  had  met 
together,  and  drawn  up  something  determining  the  business  of  the 
Council:  which  draught  he  read,  which  was  to  this  purpose,  viz., 
"  That  the  Council  should  come,  and  propose  terms  of  accommo- 
dation between  pastor  and  people ;  to  which,  if  the  people  did  not 
consent,  the  Council  should  proceed  immediately  to  dissolve  the 
relation  between  pastor  and  people."  I  objected  much  against  set- 
ting aside  what  had  been  already  voted,  to  make  way  for  any  new 
projections,  as  only  tending  to  open  a  door  for  new  contests  and 
difficulties,  and  greatly  to  entangle  and  lengthen  out  our  affairs ;  and 
also  because  there  was  nothing  in  what  had  been  already  voted  but 
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what  was  essential,  what  the  nature  of  things  and  the  state  of  our 
affidrs  did  necessarily  require,  and  therefore  what  I  must  insist  up- 
on. And  I  particularly  objected  to  what  Major  Pomroy  proposed, 
as  Umiting  the  Council,  without  referring  any  thing  to  their  judg- 
ement or  advice,  and  not  so  much  as  sufiering  them  to  act  their  own 
judgment  in  determining,  whether  it  was  best  immediately  to  pro- 
ceed to  separate  between  pastor  and  people.  The  same  things 
were  strongly  objected  by  some  others ;  and  on  the  whole  I  mani- 
fested that  I  should  wjiolty  decline  putting  it  to  vote ;  on  which,  af- 
ter much  earnest  talk,  I  put  the  other  matter  to  vote,  viz. — ^Whether 
I  should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  County  for  any  members  of 
the  Council ;  which  again  passed  in  the  negative. 

*<  Upon  tins  I  informed  the  Church,  that  I  was  not  against  their 
having  farther  time  for  consideration,  if  they  desired  it,  and  farther 
conference  with  them,  or  with  a  Committee  they  might  choose ; 
but  it  would  not  be  worth  the  while  to  make  any  farther  attempt  to 
act  in  concert,  if  they  were  fixed  and  resolved  m  these  twothmgs : 
— ^Not  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Coimcil,  whether  to  sepa- 
rate ;  and,  Not  to  allow  me  to  choose  any  members  of  the  Council 
out  of  the  County. — Some  of  them  declared  they  were  fixed  in 
these  things ;  upon  which  I  asked,  if  any  had  any  thing  to  object 
against  my  dissolving  the  meeting,  seeing  we  were  come  at  present 
to  a  stop,  as  to  acdng  any  thing  together;  and  told  them  withal  that, 
if  afterwards,  on  further  consideration,  a  church  meetmg  was  de^- 
ed  to  reconsider  these  matters,  I  would  not  refuse  warning  one. 
On  this  occa^on,  there  was  much  earnest  talk  about  the  power  of 
the  Church  to  act  without  me,  atnl  to  call  a  Council  themselves. 
Finally  some  of  the  brethren  thought  I  had  best  to  dissolve  the 
meeting,  and  accordingly  I  dissolved  it ;  immediately  after  which, 
as  the  people  began  to  move,  in  order  to  go  out  of  the  meetmg 
house,  some  individuals  called  out  very  earnestly  to  them  to  stay, 
and  proceed  to  act  without  me,  and  see  if  they  could  not  have  Maj. 
Pomroy's  draught,  (aforementioned J  put  to  vote.  I  then  came 
away ;  and  the  people  that  stayed  behmd  differing  among  themselves, 
gradually  dispersed,  and  did  nothing. 

«  The  next  Friday,  March  30, 1750, 1  sent  to  Deacon  Cook  the 
following  declaration. 

[The  blank  intended  for  the  copy  of  the  declaration  fa  not  filled 
up.J 

"  The  Monday  following,  being  April  2,  the  Precinct  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment.  It  was  a  very  thin  meeting  consisting 
of  about  forty-four  persons.  It  was  proposed  by  some,  that 
the  Precinct  should  send  a  Messenger  to  the  Association  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  County,  who  were  to  sit  that  week  at 
Springfield  Mountains,  for  their  advice, — ^Whether  they  had  best 
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to  consent  to  what  I  insisted  on,  with  regard  to  going  out  of  the 
County,  or  not? — and  it  was  put  to  vote  whether  they  should  send 
such  a  messenger ;  but  they  were  not  able  to  determine  whether  it 
was  a  vote  or  not,  until  they  divided,  when  it  appeared  to  be  voted 
by  a  majority  of  26  against  18.  Accordingly  Major  Pomroy,  Sen- 
ior, and  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  write 
to  the  Association  in  behalf  of  the  Precinct ;  and  Josiah  Pomroy 
was  appointed  the  messenger  to  carry  the  letter,  and  bring  the  re- 
turn. The  meeting  was  dien  adjourned  until  Tuesday,  April  10. 
Accordmgly  this  Committee  wrote  and  sent  to  the  Lower  Associ- 
ation. 

**  On  this  occasion,  the  day  before  the  Association  met,  I  sent 
the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Hopkins  of  Springfield. 

[The  blank  left  for  the  copy  of  this  letter  is  not  filled  up.] 

*^  The  Association,  on  occasion  of  the  message  sent  to  them,  and 
of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  sent  a  letter  to  me  and  another  to  the 
Committee  which  are  as  follows. 

[The  blank  left  for  the  copies  of  these  letters  is  not  filled  up.] 

"  Tuesday,  April  10,  the  Precinct  met  again  according  to  ad- 
journment It  was  a  thin  meeting  of  about  forty-one  members. 
The  moderator  read  my  declaration,  aforementioned,  sent  to  Deac. 
Cook,  and  also  the  letters  of  the  Lower  Association  to  me  and  to 
the  Committee  ;  and  after  some  discourse  it  was  voted  to  desire  me 
to  call  a  Church  meeting  the  next  Monday,  in  order  to  some  fai> 
ther  attempts  for  an  agreement  of  pastor  and  people  on  some  mea- 
sures for  bringing  these  affairs  to  issue,  or  mat  purpose.  Then 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  next  Tuesday,  April  17. 

"Accordingly  the  next  Sabbath,  April  15, 1  warned  a  meeting 
of  the  church  for  the  next  day  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Agreeably  to 
this  warning  the  church  met  on  Monday,  April  16.  After  the  meet- 
ing was  opened  by  prayer.  Major  Pomroy  read  the  letter,  which 
the  Committee  oi  die  Precinct  had  received  from  the  Lower  As- 
sociation of  this  County.  After  this  ensued  some  new  disputes 
concerning  the  reasonableness  of  my  being  allowed  to  go  out  of  the 
county  for  some  of  the  Council,  which  should  have  power  to  issue 
our  controversy.  I  also  read  the  forementioned  declaration,  which 
I  had  sent  to  Deac.  Cook,  of  March  30.  I  then  told  the  church,  if 
they  had  any  thing  to  propose  concerning  another  Previous  Coun-- 
cil,  agreeablv  to  the  advice  they  had  received,  I  stood  readjr  to  hear 
it  and  consider  of  it,  and  told  them,  if  there  appeared  a  disposition 
to  call  another  Previous  Council  to  determme— ^FAc^Aer  it  was 
not  reasonable,  thai  I  should  be  allowed  to  ^o  out  of  the  county, 
in  the  choice  of  a  Decisive  ConncUf — ^I  would  take  the  matter  into 
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consideration,  and  would  ask  the  advice  of  my  friends.  But,  from 
what  was  said,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  prevailing  inclination 
to  it,  but  the  contrEury, 

"  Then  it  was  put  to  vote  again — "  Whether  they  were  vnlling 
I  should  go  out  of  the  County  for  any  members  of  the  Cauncu^ 
which  should  have  power  to  issue  our  controversy  ? — ^and  the  church 
dividing  upon  it,  there  were  about  one  hundred  and  nine  agamst  it, 
and  fi(i^-six  for  it. 

"  After  this,  I  put  it  to  vote, — Whether  the  Church  were  willing^ 
that  another  Previous  Council  should  be  calledy  in  some  way  mutu- 
ally  chosen.^  in  order  to  determine  whether  1  might  be  aUowed  to  go 
out  of  the  County y  for  some  members  of  a  Decisive  Council;  and 
whether  in  that  case  they  did  consent  that  I  should  take  time  to  con- 
sider of  this  matter y  and  a^k  advice  of  my  friends  ? — and  I  saw  but 
three  or  four  hands  up  for  it.     So  the  meeting  was  dismissed. 

"The  next  dajr,  ^ril  17, 1  went  a  journey  down  the  country. 
The  same  day,  alter  I  was  gone,  the  Precinct  met  again  according 
to  adjournment ;  when  was  read  the  following  Letter  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Clark  of  Salem  Village,  directed  to  Major  Pomroy,  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Precinct. 

[The  blank,  left  for  the  copy  of  Mr.  Clark's  Letter,  is  not  filled 
up.  In  it  he  doubtless  declined  compljring  witli  the  request  of  the 
Precmct  to  answer  Mr.  Edward's  Treatise  on  the  Qualifications  fOT 
communion.] 

"  At  this  meeting  it  was  determined.  That  the  brethren  of  the 
church  should  be  called  together  by  the  warning  of  the  Deacons  the 
next  Friday ;  and  the  Precinct  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day, May  2. 

"  Accordingly,  on  Friday,  April  20,  there  was  a  meetmg  of  many 
brethren  of  the  church,  in  the  meeting-house,  in  my  absence.  Maj. 
Pomroy  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  meeting ;  and  then  they  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
the  brethren  proceeding  to  act  separately,  i.  e.  without  their  pastor, 
in  calling  a  Council.  After  some  discourse,  Mr.  Joseph  Ilawley 
ofi!ered  some  proposals  in  writing,  which,  for  substance,  were, — 
That  a  number  ofgentlemen^  not  exceeding  seven,  ministers  or  lay^ 
meUf  or  both,  showd  be  mutually  chosen  from  any  part  of  the  coun- 
try,  to  come,  not  as  sent  by  their  churches,  or  as  an  Ecclesiastical 
Council,  but  as  a  number  of  advisers,  to  see  if  they  could  devise 
some  way,  in  which  the  Pastor  and  Church  might  consist  together, 
notwithstanding  their  difference  in  opinion.  And  to  know  tiie 
minds  of  the  meetmg,  a  vote  was  proposed  by  some ;  but  others 
objected,  and  thought  it  better  for  the  church  to  choose  a  Commit- 
tee to  consider  of  the  prqjosals,  and,  if  they  saw  needful,  to  amend 
it  and  present  it  to  the  pastor,  and  see  if  he  would  agree  to  it,  and, 
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if  he  did,  then  to  present  it  for  their  approbation.  Upon  this  it  was 
objected,  since  the  proposal  took  its  rise  from  the  church,  that  it 
was  improper  that  they  should  present  it  to  the  pastor  for  his  ap- 
probation, before  it  was  known  whether  the  church  would  consent 
to  it  or  not,  if  the  pastor  should.  Hence  it  was  urged  that  a  vote 
should  be  put,  whether  the  church  would  consent  to  it  or  the  sub- 
stance of  it.  The  vote  accordingly  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the 
afiirmative  by  a  great  majority,  as  the  moderator  declared,  and  then 
the  brethren  present  chose  a  Committee,  viz.  Maj.  Pomroy,  Col. 
Dwight,  Mr.  Joseph  Ha\dey,  Dea.  Pomroy  end  Ebenezer  Hunt,  to 
conader  what  circumstantial  alterations  might  be  made  in  the  pro- 
posal ;  and  then  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  next  Friday. 
The  Committee  met ;  but  could  not  agree  as  to  their  business  lor 
which  they  were  appointed ;  whether  it  was  to  consider  of  the  pro- 
posal not  only  as  to  circumstantials  but  also  as  to  the  substance ;  and 
three  of  the  Committee  thought  it  not  best  for  the  church  to  act 
any  further  on  the  aforesaid  proposal,  but  that  it  was  better  for  the 
church  to  comply  with  what  the  Pastor  had  insisted  on,  of  choos- 
ing some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  without  the  limits  of  the 
coun^. 

"  Friday,  April  27,  the  brethren  met  again  accordmg  to  their  ad- 
journment, ana  voted,  by  a  great  majority,  to  comply  with  what  I 
bad  insisted  on,  as  to  choosing  some  members  of  the  Council  with- 
out the  bounds  of  the  county,  and  appointed  Dea.  Pomroy  to  come 
to  me  to  desire  me  to  call  a  church  meeting  to  prosecute  that  afiair. 
Accordindy  the  next  Sabbath  I  warned  a  church  meeting,  to  be 
the  next  Thursday,  May  3,  at  three  o'clock,  in  order  to  another 
trial,  whether  Pastor  and  People  could  not  agree  on  measures 
tencUne  to  bring  our  controver^  to  an  issue. 

"Wednesday,  May  2,  the  Precinct  met  again  accordmg  to  ad- 
journment and  adjourned  themselves  further  to  the  next  day,  at  the 
meeting-house,  to  be  held  there  after  the  church  meeting. 

**  Thursday,  May  3,  the  church  met  according  to  my  appomt- 
ment,  and  the  former  vote  respecting  the  business  of  the  Council, 
which  passed  at  the  church  meeting,  March  26,  was  read.  Then 
I  proposed  that  a  vote  should  be  put  again,  respecting  my  going  out 
oi  the  county  for  two  ministers  or  churches  of  the  Council ;  and  it 
was  insisted  that  there  diould  be  a  saving  clause  added,  intimating 
that  it  was  not  proposed  that  this  vote  should  be  used  as  a  prece- 
dent for  the  future.  Then  I  put  the  vote  to  the  brethren  thus, 
"Do  you  consent  that,  m  choosmg  the  Council  to  transact  the  fore- 
mentioned  bu^ess,  I  in  my  choice  should  choose  two  ministers  or 
churches  without  the  bounds  of  thb  county,  not  intending  that  this 
shall  hereafter  have  the  force  of  a  precedent?" — ^It  passed  in  the 
Affirmative.  Then  I  desired  that  I  might  make  a  provisional  choice 
of  two  more,  who  might  be  applied  to,  in  case  tbose  I  might  first 
choose  should  flail,  or  could  not  be  obtsuned.    This  also  was  voted. 
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"  Then  it  was  proposed,  Whether  the  Councfl  should  be  a  Coun- 
cil of  ^EnUters  or  Churches  ;  and  it  was  detehnmed  by  a  vote,  that 
it  should  be  a  Council  of  Churches.  And  then  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  Churches  of  which  the  Council  should  consist,  it  was 
voted  that  it  should  consist  of  ten  churches. 

"  Then  we  proceeded  to  a  nomination  and  choice  of  particular 
ministers  and  churches,  of  which  the  Council  should  consist.  I  first 
proposed  Mr.  Billings  and  the  church  of  Cold  Spring,  which  were 
voted.  Then  it  was  moved  that  a  Committee  of  the  brethren 
should  be  chosen  to  go  aside,  to  consider  whom  to  nominate  to  the 
church  to  be  chosen  on  their  part.  Accordbgly  a  committee  was 
chosen,  viz.  Maj.  Pomroy,  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley,  lieut.  Wright, 
Dea.  Pomroy,  and  Dea.  Cook ;  and  after  they  returned,  we  went 
cm  with  the  choice.  On  the  whole,  of  those  whom  I  nominated 
were  chosen  the  followbg  ACnisters,  with  their  churches : 

«  WUhin  the  County. 

Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds  of  Enfield,         ^ 

Rev.  Mr.  BilUngs  of  Cold  Spring,     >  with  their  churches  j 

Rev.  Mr.  Abercrombie  of  relham,  ) 
and  provisionally,  in  case  either  of  these  should  &il,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
WocKlbridge  of  South  Hadley,  and  his  church. 

"  Without  the  County. 

S^''-S'-E''l'''^*''r5?^K         K   {with  their  churches; 
Rev.  Mr.  Parkman  of  Westborough,  \  v«uiwi^j>, 

and  provisionally,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  these. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wigglesworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  )  with  their 
Rev.  Mr.  Hobby  of  Reading,  )  churches. 

*<  By  the  nomination  of  the  Committee,  were  chosen  on  the  part 
of  the  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  "j 

Rev.  Mr.  Breck  of  Springfield,        I 

Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard  of  Sheffield,        >with  their  churches; 

Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley,  I 

Rev.  Mr.  Ashley  of  Sunderland,     J 
and  for  a  reserve,  in  case  of  failure  of  either  of  these, 

"Then  it  was  voted,  That  the  day  for  the  opening  of  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  the  19th  of  June  next. 

"  Then  the  brethren  proceeded  to  choose  a  Conmiittee,  to  be 
their  agents,  to  represent  them,  and  manage  their  cause  before  the 
CouncU;  and  the  persons  chosen  were  Major  Pomroy,  Lieut. 
Wright,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley. 

"Then  the  church  meeting  was  dismissed,  and  the  Precinct 
meeting  was  opened,  who  determined  to  defiray  the  charge  of  en- 
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tertaining  the  CoimcO;  and  desired  the  Committee  of  the  church 
to  procure  some  person,  either  a  minister  or  a  layman,  to  act  as  an 
advocate  for  the  brethren  and  plead  their  cause  before  die  Council." 

Thus  far  the  Journal  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

"  Accordingly,'*  observes  Dr.  Hopkins, "  the  churches  were  ap- 
plied to  and  the  Council  was  convened  on  the  19th  of  June.  Nine 
churches  were  represented  by  their  pastors  and  delegates :  one  of 
those  selected  by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  of  Cold  Spring,  did  not  see 
fit  to  job  the  Council ;  but  the  minister  of  that  church,  being  at 
Northampton,  was  desired  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church  to  sit 
in  coimcil  and  act,  which  he  did.  Tet,  as  there  was  no  delegate 
from  that  church,  the  council  was  rot  full;  and  there  was  a  ma- 
jority of  one  in  the  council  opposed  to  Mr.  Edwards.  After 
they  had  made  some  fiiiitless  attempts  for  a  composition  between 
the  pastor  and  church,  they  passed  a  resolution,  by  a  majority  of 
one  voice  only,  to  the  following  purpose :  "  That  it  is  expedient 
that  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  church  be 
immediately  dissolved,  if  the  people  still  persist  in  desiring  it." 
And  it  being  publicly  put  to  the  people,  "Whether  they  still  insisted 
on  Mr.  Edwards's  dismission  fix)m  the  pastoral  office  over  them  ?" 
a  great  majority,  (above  two  hundred  against  twenty,)  voted  for 
his  dismission."  Accordingly  on  the  22d  of  June  the  Council  came 
to  the  following  result: 

"  The  Result  of  a  Council  of  nine  Churches,  met  at  Northampton, 

June  22,  1750 ;  with  a  Protest  against  the  same,  by  a  number 

of  the  said  Council. 

"  At  a  Council  of  nine  Churches,  viz. 

"  The  church  in  Enfield,  Rev.  Peter  Re)molds,  pastor ;  Mr. 
Edward  Collins,  delegate. 

"Sheffield,  Jonathan  Hubbard,  pastor;  Mr.  Daniel  Kellogg, 
delegate. 

"  Sutton,  David  Hall,  pastor ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Hall,  delegate. 

"  Reading,  William  Hobby,  pastor ;  Mr.  Samuel  Bancroft,  de- 
legate. 

"  The  first  church  in  Springfield,  Robert  Breck,  pastor ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Stebbins,  delegate. 

"  Sunderland,  Joseph  Ashley,  pastor ;  Mr.  Samuel  Montague, 
delegate. 

"Hatfield,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  pastor;  Oliver  Partridge, 
Esq.  delegate. 

"  The  first  church  in  Hadley,  Chester  Williams,  pastor ;  Mr. 
Enos  Nash,  delegate. 

"PeUiam,  Robert  Abercrombie,  pastor;  Mr.  Matthew  Gray, 
delegate. 

"  Convened  at  the  call  of  the  first  church  in  Northampton,  to- 
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getber  with  the  elder  of  the  church  in  CM  Spring,*  added  l^  the 
consem  of  both  the  pastor  apd  church  of  Northampton,  in  order 
to  advise  to  a  remedy  from  the  calamities,  arising  iirom  the  unset^- 
tled  broken  state  of  the  first  church  in  Northampton,  by  reason  of 
a  controven^  subsisting  about  the  qualifications  for  full  communion 
in  the  church. 

*<  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard  was  chosen  Moderatfur,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams,  Scribe. 

'^Hie  Council,  after  seeking  the  Divine  presence  and  direcdcm,  bad 
the  matter  in  controversy  laid  before  them,  and  finding  the  sentiments 
of  the  pastojr  and  church,  concerning  the  quafifications  necessaiy  for 
fuU  commuition,  to  be  diametricalfy  opposite  to  each  other ;  the 
pastor  insisting  upcxi  it  as  necessary  to  tne  adaiisaon  oi  members 
to  fiiU  communion,  that  they  slxHila  make  a  profession  of  sancdfjr* 
ing  grace;  whereas  the  brethren  are  of  opinioD,  that  the  Lord's 
Saj^r  is  a  converting  ordinance,  and  conse^pientiy  that  paeons, 
if  they  have  a  competency  of  knoiriedge,  and  are  of  a  mmeless 
life,  may  be  admitted  to  me  Lord's  tabfe,  although  th^  make  no 
such  professicm :  And  also  finding  that,  by  reason  of  this  diversity 
of  sentiment,  die  doors  of  the  church  nave  been  shut  for  some 
jrears,  so  that  there  has  been  ix>  admissicm :  And  not  bring  able  to 
find  out  any  method,  wherein  the  pastor  and  brethren  can  unite, 
consistent  with  their  own  sentiments,  in  admittmg  members  to  fiiU 
communion :  The  Council  did  then,  according  to  the  desire  of  the 
church,  expressed  in  their  letters-missive,  proceed  to  conader  of 
the  expediency  of  dissolving  the  relation  between  pastor  and  peo-^ 
pie ;  and,  after  hearing  the  church  upon  it,  and  mature  ddibera- 
tion  of  the  case,  the  questions  were  put  to  the  memb«*s  of  the 
Council  severally ; 

<<  1.  Whether  it  be  the  qiimon  of  this  Council,  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edwards,  persisting  m  his  principles,  and  the  diorch  in  th^rs  in 
opposition  to  his,  and  insisting  on  a  separation,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  relation  between  pastor  and  people  be  dissolved  ?  Resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

"  2.  Whether  it  be  expedient  that  this  relation  be  immediately 
dissolved?  Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"  However,  we  take  notice,  that  notwithsthanding  the  unhappy 
dispute  which  has  arisen,  and  so  long  subsisted,  between  the  pastor 
and  church  of  Northampton,  upon  the  point  before  mentioned,  that 
we  have  had  no  other  objection,  against  him,  but  what  relates  to 
his  sentiments  upon  the  point  aforesaid,  laid  before  us:  And  al- 
though we  have  heard  of  some  stories  spread  abroad,  reflecting 
upon  Mr.  Edwards'  sincerity  with  regard  to  the  change  of  his  sen- 
timents about  the  qualifications  for  luIl  communion ;  yet  we  have 


*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Billing. 
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received  full  satisfaction,  that  they  are  ialse  and  groundless :  And 
although  we  do  not  aD  of  us  agree  with  Mr.  Edwards  in  our  senti- 
ments upon  the  point,  yet  we  have  abundant  reason  to  believe,  that 
he  took  much  pabs  to  get  light  in  that  matter ;  and  that  he  is  up- 
rightly foDpwing  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  and  with  great 
pleasure  reflect  upon  the  christian  spirit  and  temper  he  has  discov- 
ered, in  the  unhappy  controversy  subsisting  among  them;  aud 
think  ourselves  bound  to  testify  our  fiiU  charity  towards  him,  and 
recommend  him  to  any  church  or  people  agreeing  with  him  in  sen- 
timents, as  a  person  eminently  qusdified  for  the  woi^  of  the  (xoqfML 
ministry. 

"  And  we  would  recommend  it  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
the  first  church  m  Northampton,  to  take  proper  notice  of  the  heavy 
frown  of  Divine  Providence,  in  suiFering  them  to  be  reduced  to 
such  a  state  as  to  render  a  separation  necessary,  after  they  have 
lived  so  long  and  amicably  together,  and  been  mutual  blessings  and 
comforts  to  each  other.  ^ 

"  And  now,  recommending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  and  the 
church  in  Northampton,  to  the  grace  of  God,  we  subscribe, 

"Jonathan  Hubbard,  Moderator ^ 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Council. 

*' Northampton^  June  22,  1760, 

"  A  true  copy,  exammed  by 

Chester  Williams,  Scribe. 

The  vote  on  this  result  stood  as  follows : 

AFFIRMATIVE. 

Pastors. — Jonathan  Hubbard,  Robert  Breck,  Joseph  Ashley, 
Timothy  Woodbridge,  Chester  Williams. 

Delegates. ^—Thimei  Kellogg,  Thomas  Stebbins,  Samuel  Mon- 
tague, Oliver  Partridge,  Enos  Nash. 

NEGATIVE. 

Pastors. — Peter  Reynolds,  David  Hall,  William  Hobby,  Robert 
Abercrombie,  Jonathan  Billmg. 

Delegates. — ^Edward  Collins,  Jonathan  Hall,  Samuel  Bancroft, 
Mattliew  Gray. 

"  The  dissentmg  part  of  the  Council  entered  their  protest  against 
this  prbceedmg,  judging  that  it  was  too  much  in  a  hurry,  consider- 
ing the  past  conduct  and  present  temper  of  the  people.  And  some 
part  of  the  Council,  who  were  for  the  separation,  expressed  them- 
selves surprised  at  the  uncommon  zeal  manifested  by  the  people, 
in  their  voting  for  a  dismission ;  which  evidenced  to  them,  and  all 

Vol.  1.  51 
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discerning  spectators,  that  they  were  far  from  a  temper  of  mind, 
becoming  such  a  solemn  and  awful  transaction,  considered  in  aH 
its  circumstances.*' 

The  following  is  the  Protest  of  the  minority  of  the  Council. 

"  PROTEST. 

"  We  cannot  agree  to  the  dismission  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards, 
at  least  for  the  present,  for  the  following  reasons :  previous  to  whiqh 
we  observe,  that,  though  we  presume  not  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
others'  consciences,  yet  we  beg  leave  to  enjoy  our  own ;  and  be- 
ing sought  to  for  advice  in  the  Council  at  Northampton,  we  are 
constrained  to  say  to  the  church,  that, 

"  1st.  We  disapprove  of  the  separation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards 
from  his  people ;  because  that,  m  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there  is 
no  just  cause  therefor ;  his  sentiments  being,  as  we  apprehend, 
perfecdy  harmonious  with  the  mind  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
strictly  conformable  with  the  practice  of  the  Apostles,  and  that  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  general  through  the  world  : 

"  2d.  On  the  supposition,  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  in  the  wrong 
in  the  present  controversy,  yet  there  is,  as  we  apprehend,  no  pro- 
pordon  between  the  importance  of  the  controversy,  and  that  oi  his 
dismission : 

"  3d.  That  it  appears  to  us,  that  there  have  been  no  proper  es- 
says, in  the  way  of  fair  reasoning  with  or  before  the  parties,  to  con- 
vince either  of  them  of  the  truth  or  falseness  of  their  principles ; 
which,  love  to  the  truth  itself  and  their  souls  requires: 

"  4th.  Because  the  church,  or  at  least  its  committee,  while  they 
offer  us  reasons  for  separating  them  from  their  pastor,  yet  will  not 
suffer  us  so  to  enter  into  the  grounds  of  those  reasons,  as  to  offer 
ta  them  that  light  which  the  word  of  (Jod  affords :  which  we  es- 
teem an  imposition  upon  our  consciences,  and  which  doth  but  tend 
to  keep  them  in  the  dark. 

"  These,  brethren,  are  some  of  the  reasons,  for  which  we  can 
by  no  means  approve  of  a  separation,  at  least  at  present.  But  if 
such  separation  should  eventually  come  on,  we  bear  a  free  and 
cheerful  testimony  in  favour  of  our  dearly  beloved  brotlier,  your 
once  dearly  beloved  pastor,  though  now  esteemed  your  enemy,  be- 
cause, as  we  apprehend,  he  has  told  you  the  truth.  He  needs  not, 
indeed,  any  recommendation  of  ours,  which  is  more  properly  a 
commendation  of  ourselves  than  of  him.  Nor  need  we  say  much 
to  others,  for  that  his  praise  is  in  most  of  our  churches  through  the 
land :  yet  we  are  constramed  to  say  to  the  world,  that  God  has 
furnished  him  with  those  ministerial  gifts  and  graces,  by  which  he 
has  hitherto  shone  as  a  burning  and  shining  light.  And  though  his 
people  in  general  cease  to  rejoice  in  his  light;  yet  we  hope  and 
trust  others  may  rejoice  in  it,  for  a  long  season.  So,  wishing  that 
the  dear  people  of  God  in  this  place,  may  take  the  point  incontro- 
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versj  into  a  meek,  cairn,  serious  and  prayerful,  consideration ;  and 
that  so,  peace,  with  truth  and  holiness,  may  gready  prevail  in  diis 
place; 

"  We  subscribe, 

"  Yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gospel, 

Jonathan  Hale,  David  Hall, 

Matthew  Gray,  William  Hobby, 

Samuel  Bancroft,  Edward  Billing, 


"  Northampton,  June  22d,  1750." 


Robert  Abercrombie. 


*  N.  B.  This  copy,  though  not  attested  by  the  Scribe,  who  is  at 
an  hundred  miles  distance,  is  yet,  by  a  carenil  comparing  of  it  with 
the  original,  which  is  now  in  my  hands,  attested  by  me. 

"William  Hobby," 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Result  of  CouncSj  and  Protest^  read. — Farewell  Sermon. — Post- 
script  of  Letter  to  Mr.  Gillespie. — Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. — 
Letter  to  Mr.  M^CvIloch. — Marriage  ofttvo  of  his  daughters. 
— Forbidden  to  preach  at  JVorthampton. — Exemplary  conduct 
of  Mr.  Edward. — Proceedings  ojhis  Friends. — Council. — 
Proceedings  of  Church. — Letter  of  Mr.  Hawley. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  June  22d,  1750,  the  Result  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the.rrotest  of  the  Minority,  were  publicly  read  to  the  peo- 
ple, assembled  in  the  church.  On  the  next  Sabbath  but  one,  July 
1st,  Mr.  Edwards  delivered  to  them  his  Farewell  Sermoit; 
which  was  soon  afterwards  published,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the 
hearers.  This  Sermon,  with  the  facts  stated  in  the  Preface,  is  too 
mtimately  connected  widi  some  of  the  most  important  events  of  his 
life,  and  too  illustradve  of  his  character,  not  to  be  inserted  in  this 
volume  ;*  and  should  be  read  at  this  point  of  the  author's  history. 
It  has  been  extenavely  and  deservedly  styled,  "  the  best  Farewell 
Sermon,  that  was  ever  written ;"  and  has  been  the  source,  from 
which  subsequent  discourses,  on  occasions  and  in  circumstances 
generally  similar,  have,  to  a  great  extent,  been  substantially  de- 
rived. Had  it  been  written  in  the  case  of  an  indifferent  person, 
instead  of  his  own,  it  could  not  have  discovered  less  of  passion,  or 
of  irritation,  or  have  breathed  a  more  calm  and  excellent  spirit. 
Instead  of  indicating  anger  under  a  sense  of  multiplied  injuries,  it 
appears  in  every  sentence,  to  have  been  dictated  by  meekness  and 
forgiveness.  Instead  of  manifesting  the  signs  of  ahenation  towards 
his  persecutors  and  enemies,  the  writer  appears  throughout,  to  de- 
sire their  subsequent  prosperity,  as  an  ecclesiastical  community,  and 
their  individual  acquittal  and  acceptance  on  their  final  trial.  At 
the  same  time,  it  presents  an  exhibition  of  the  scenes  of  the  Last 
Judgment,  singularly  solemn  and  awful.  Few  indeed  are  the  com- 
positions, which  furnish  so  ma&y,  or  so  unequivocal,  marks  of  un- 
common excellence  in  their  author;  and  very  few  are  so  well 
adapted  to  be  practically  useful  to  churches  and  congregations. 

The  following  Postscript  to  the  letter  to  Mr.  Gillespie,f  of  April 
2,  1760,  and  the  letters  to  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  M'Culloch,  all 
written  inmiediately  after  the  separation  of  Mr.  Edwards  from  his 

*  See  Farewell  Sennon,  &t  the  close  of  the  Life, 
t  E«r  the  Letter  itself,  see  p.  987. 
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people,  exhibit  also,  in  a  very  striking  manner,  the  cahn  and  tran- 
quil st£lte  of  his  mind  at  the  time  when  they  were  written, 

"  P.  S.  Jidy  3,  1750,  Having  had  no  leisure  to  finish  the  pre- 
paration of  my  letters  to  Scotland,  before  this  time,  by  reason  of 
the  extraordinary  troubles,  hurries  and  confusions,  of  my  unusual 
circumstances,  I  can  now  inform  you,  that  the  controversy  between 
me  and  my  people,  which  I  mentioned  m  the  begmnihg  of  my  let- 
ter, has  issued  in  a  separation.  An  Ecclesiastical  Council  was 
caUed  on  the  afiair,  who  sat  here  the  week  before  last,  and  by  a 
majority  of  one  voice  determined  an  immediate  separation  to  be 
necessary ;  and  accordingly  my  pastoral  relation  to  my  people  was 
dissolved,  on  June  22d,  If  I  can  procure  the  printed  accounts 
from  Boston  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  1  will  give  orders 
to  my  friend  there,  to  enclose  them  with  this  letter,  and  direct  them 
to  you, — ^I  desire  your  prayers,  that  I  may  take  a  suitable  notice  of 
the  frowns  of  heaven  on  me  and  this  people,  between  whom  there 
once  existed  so  great  an  union,  in  bringing  to  pass  such  a  separa- 
tion between  us ;  that  these  troubles  may  be  sanctified  to  me ;  that 
Grod  would  overrule  the  event  for  his  own  glory,  (in  which  doubt- 
less many  adversaries  will  rejoice  and  triumph ;)  that  he  would  open 
a  door  for  my  fiiture  useftdness,  provide  for  me  and  my  numerous 
family,  and  take  a  fatherly  care  of  us  in  our  present  unsetded,  un- 
certam  circumstances,  bemg  cast  on  the  wide  world.         J,  E." 

«  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine. 

^^  Northampton^  July  5,  1750, ' 

"Rev.  and  dear  Brother, 

"  I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  three  letters  from  you  since 
I  last  wrote  to  yoti ;  one  of  Sept,  12 ;  another  of  Sept.  20 ;  another 
of  Dec,  22  5  all  of  the  year  1749,  The  two  first  1  received  in 
the  wmter,  with  Mr,  Glass'  Notes  on  Scripture  Texts,  Ridgeley 
on  Original  Sin,  Wheadey*s  Schools  of  the  Prophets,  Davidson's 
Sermon  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr,  Harrison,  and  Mr,  M'- 
Kaile's  Sermon,  Your  letter  written  in  December,  I  received  a 
litde  while  ago,  I  have  gready  regretted  the  want  of  opportunity 
to  answer  you,  till  now :  but  such  have  been  my  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  multitude  of  distracting  troubles  and  hurries  that  I 
have  been  involved  in,  (which  I  cannot  easily  represent  to  you,) 
that  I  have  had  no  lebure.  I  have  been  very  uneasy  in  neglecting 
to  write  to  my  correspondents  in  Scodand ;  and  about  two  months 
ago  I  set  myself  to  the  business ;  but  was  soon  broken  ofi*;  and  have 
not  been  able  to  return  to  it  again,  till  now.  And  now,  my  dear  Sir,  I 
thank  you  for  your  letters  and  presents.  The  books  you  sent  me, 
were  entertainmg  to  me,  and  some  of  them  will  be  of  advantage  to 
me,  if  God  should  give  me  opportunity  to  prosecute  the  studies' I 
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liad  begun  on  the  Arminian  Controversy,  There  were  various 
things  pleasing  to^me  in  Glass'  Notes,  tending  to  give  some  new 
light  into  the  sense  of  Scripture.  He  seems  to  be  a  man  of  ability ; 
though  1  cannot  fall  in  with  all  his  singularities. 

"  The  account  you  say  Mr.  Davidson  gave  of  the  absurdities  of 
the  Moravians,  are  not  very  surprising  to  me":  I  have  seen,  here 
in  America,  so  much  of  the  tendency  and  issue  of  such  kind  of 
notions,  and  such  sort  of  religion,  as  are  in  vogue  among  them,  and 
among  others  in  many  respects  like  them,  that  I  expect  no  other 
than  that  sin,  folly,  absurdity,  and  things  to  the  last  degree  re- 
proachful to  Christianity,  will  forever  be  the  consequence  of  such 
things.  It  seems  to  me,  that  enough  and  enough  of  this  kind  has 
lately  appeared,  greatly  to  awaken  the  attention  of  christian  divines, 
and  make  them  suspect  that  the  devil's  devices  in  the  various  coun- 
terfeits of  vital,  experimental  religion,  have  not  been  sufficiently 
attended  to,  and  the  exact  distinctions  between  the  saving  opera- 
tions of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  its  false  appearances,  not  sufficiendy 
observed.  There  is  somethmg  now  in  the  press  in  Boston,  largety 
handling  the  subject.  I  have  had  opportunity  to  read  the  MS. 
and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  has  a  tendency  to  give  as  much  light  in 
this  matter,  as  any  thing  that  ever  I  saw.  It  was  written  by  Mr.  Bel- 
lamy, minister  oi  Bethlehem,  in  Connecticut ;  the  ministe):  whom 
Mr.  Brainerd  sometimes  speaks  of  as  his  peculiarly  dear  and  inti- 
mate friend,  (as  possibly  you  may  have  observed,  in  reading  his 
Life.)  He  was  of  about  Mr.  !&tunerd's  age ;  and  it  might  have 
been  well,  if  he  had  had  more  years  over  his  head.  But  as  he  is 
one  of  the  most  intimate  friends  that  I  have  in  the  world,  and  one 
that  I  have  much  acquaintance  with,  I  can  say  this  of  him ;  that  he 
is  one  of  very  great  experience  in  religion,  as  to  what  has  passed 
between  God  and  his  own  soul ;  one  of  very  good  natural  abilities, 
of  closeness  of  thought,  of  extraordmary  diligence  in  his  studies, 
and  earnest  care  exacdy  to  know  the  truth  in  these  matters.  He 
has  long  applied  his  mind  to  the  subject  he  has  wrote  upon,  and 
used  all  possible  helps,  of  conversation  and  reading.  And  though 
his  style  is  not  such  as  is  like  to  please  the  polite  world  ;  yet  if  his 
youth,  and  the  obscurity  of  his  original,  and  the  place  that  he  lives 
in,  etc.,  do  not  prevent  his  being  much  taken  notice  o^  I  am  per- 
suaded his  book  might  serve  to  give  the  church  of  God  considera- 
ble light  as  to  the  nature  of  true  religion,  and  many  important  doc- 
trines of  Christianity.  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  him,  I  am 
fully  satisfied  that  his  aim  in  this  publication  is  not  Us  own  fame  and 
reputation  in  the  world  ;  but  the  glory  of  God  and  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom  of  his  Redeemer. 

'^  I  suspect  the  follies  of  some  of  the  Seceders,  which  you  men- 
tion in  both  your  letters  of  Sept.  20,  and  Dec.  22,  arise  in  conside- 
rable measure,  from  the  same  cause  with  the  follies  of  the  Mora- 
vians, and  the  foltewers  of  the  Wesleys,  and  many  ^extravagant 
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people  in  America,  viz.  false  religion,  counterfeit  conversions,  and 
the  want  of  a  genuine  renovation  of  the  spirit  of  their  minds.  I  say 
as  to  many  of  them,  not  to  condemn  all  in  the  gross.  The  spirit 
seems  to  be  exactly  the  same  with  what  appears  in  many,  who  ap- 
parently, by  their  own  account,  have  had  a  false  conversion.  1  am 
a  great  enemy  to  censoriousness,  and  have  opposed  it  very  much 
in  my  preachbg  and  writings.  But  yet  1  think  we  should  avoid 
that  bastard,  mischievous  charity,  by  which  Satan  keeps  men  asleep, 
and  hides  their  eyes  from  those  snares,  and  crafty  works  of  his, 
which  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  church  of  God  to  dis- 
cern and  be  aware  of;  and  by  which,  for  want  of  their  being  dis- 
covered, the  devil  has  often  had  his  greatest  advantages  agaipst  the 
interest  of  religion.  The  Scriptures  often  lead  us  to  judge  of  true 
religion,  and  the  gracious  sincerity  of  professors,  by  the  genius,  the 
temper  and  spirit,  of  their  religion  :  tJam.  iii.  17.  Eph.  v.  9.  Gal. 
V.  19,  25,  1  Col.  xiii.  4,  etc.  Rom.  viii.  9.  1  John  iv.  16.  John 
xiii.  35.  1  John  ii.  10.  1  John  iii.  14  and  18,  19,  and  23,  24. 
chap.  iv.  7.  v.  12,  13,  and  very  many  other  places.  I  have  been 
greatly  grieved  at  a  spirit  of  censoriousness ;  but  yet  I  heartily  wish 
that  some*sorts  of  charity  were  utterly  abolished. 

"  The  accounts  you  give  of  Archbishop  Herring,  of  the  moderate, 
generous,  truly  catholic  and  christian  principles  appearing  in  him, 
and  some  other  of  the  dignified  clergy,  and  other  persons  of  dis- 
tmcdon  in  the  Church  of  England,  are  very  agreeable.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  these  things  are  forerunners  of  something  good  and  great 
to  be  brought  to  pass  for  the  church  of  God. 

''  I  have  seen  some  accounts  in  our  public  prints,  published  here 
in  America,  of  those  converaons  and  baptisms  in  the  Russian  em- 
pire, which  you  mention  in  your  last  letter ;  and  should  be  glad  of 
further  information  about  that  matter.  We  have  had  published 
here,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  written  by  Dr.  Doddridge  to  Mr.  Peai* 
sail  of  Taunton,  in  Somersetshire,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  Bos- 
ton, in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Prince  ;  giving  a  surprising  account  of  a  very 
wonderful  person,  a  German  by  nation,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel 
to  the  Jews,  lately  in  London ;  whom  he,  (Dr.  Doddridge,)  saw 
and  conversed  with,  and  heard  preach  (or  rather  repeat)  a  sermon 
there ;  who  had  had  great  success  in  preaching  to  those  miserable 
people  in  Germany,  Poland,  Holland,  Lithuania,  Hungary,  and 
other  parts  ;  God  having  so  blessed  his  labours  that,  in  the  various 
parts,  through  which  he  had  travelled,  he  had  been  the  instrument 
of  the  conversion  of  about  six  hundred  Jews ;  many  of  whom  are 
expressing  their  great  concern  to  bring  others  of  their  brethren  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  great  and  blessed  Redeemer,  and  beseech- 
ing him  to  bstruct  their  children,  that  they  may  preach  Christ  also. 
I  should  be  glad,  if  you  hear  any  thing  further  of  the  afiair,  to  be 
informed  of  it  by  you.  I  think  such  tilings  may  well  be  improved 
to  animate  and  encourage  those  who  have  engaged  in  the  Concert 
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for  Prayer,  for  the  Reviving  of  Religion.  I  rejoice  to  liear  what 
you  write  of  some  appearances  of  awcJcening  in  Mr.  Gillies'  church 
m  Glasgow,  and  if  it  continues  should  be  glad  to  be  informed. 

^'  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  what  Mr.  McLaurin  informs  me  of  the 
encouragements  likely  to  be  given  from  Scodand  to  New  Jersey  Crf- 
lege  ;  a  very  hopeful  society ;  and  I  believe  what  is  done  for  that 
Seminary  b  doing  good  in  an  eminent  manner.  Mr.  McLaurin 
tells  me  of  some  prospect  of  your  being  removed  to  a  congregation 
in  Edinburgh,  which  I  am  pleased  with,  because  I  hope  there  you 
will  act  in  a  larger  sphere,  and  will  have  more  opportunity  to  exert 
the  disposition  that  appears  in  you,  to  promote  good  public  designs 
for  Zion's  prosperity. 

"I  thank  you  for  the  concern  you  manifest  for  me  imder  my 
difficuldes  and  troubles,  by  reason  of  the  controversy  between  m« 
and  my  people,  about  the  terms  of  chrisdan  communion. 

"  This  controversy  has  now  had  that  issue  which  I  expected;  it 
has  ended  in  a  separation  between  me  and  my  people.  Many 
things  have  appeared,  that  have  been  exceedingly  unhappy  and 
uncomfortable  m  the  course  of  this  controversy.  The  great  power 
of  prejudices  from  education,  established  custom,  and  tte  traditions 
of  ancestors  and  certain  admired  teachers,  and  the  exceedingly  un- 
happy influence  of  bigotir,  has  remarkaUy  appeared  in  d^e  ma- 
nagement of  this  affidr.  The  spirit,  that  has  actuated  and  engaged 
my  people  in  this  matter,  is  evidendy  the  same,  that  has  appeared  in 
your  own  people  in  their  opposition  to  winter  communions,  but  only 
risen  to  a  much  higher  degree ;  and  sc»ne  of  the  arguments,  that 
have  been  gready  insisted  on  here,  have  been  very  much  of  the 
same  sort  with  some  of  those  urged  by  your  people  in  your  affiur. 
There  have  been  many  things  said  and  done,  during  our  contro- 
versy, that  I  shall  not  now  declare.  But  would  only  say,  in  the 
general,  that  there  has  been  that  prejudice,  and  sfHiit  of  jealousy, 
and  increasing  engagedness  of  spirit  and  fixedness  of  resolution,  to 
gain  the  point  in  view,  viz.  my  dismis^on  from  my  pastoral  office 
over  them,  upheld  and  cherished  by  a  persuasion  that  herein  they 
only  stood  for  the  truth  and  did  their  duty,  that  it  has  been  an  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  thing  for  me  to  say  or  do  any  thing  at  all,  in 
order  to  their  bemg  enlightened,  or  brought  to  a  more  calm  and  se^ 
date  consideration  of  things,  without  its  bemg  misinterpreted,  and 
turned  to  an  occasion  of  increasing  jealousy  and  prejudice  ;  even 
those  things  wherein  I  have  yielded  most,  and  done  most  to  gratify 
the  people,  and  assuage  their  spirits,  and  win  their  charity.  I  have 
often  declared  to  the  people,  and  gave  it  to  them  under  my  hand, 
that  if,  after  all  proper  means  used  and  regular  steps  taken,  they 
continued  averse  to  remaining  under  ray  ministry,  I  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  do  any  thing,  as  attempting  to  oblige  them  to  it.  But  I 
looked  on  myself  bound  b  conscience,  before  I  left  them,  (asl  was 
afraid  they  were  in  the  way  to  iiiin,)  to  do  my  endeavour,  that  jmo- 
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per  means  should  be  used  to  bring  them  to  a  suitable  temper,  and  so 
to  a  capacity  of  proceeding  considerately  and  with  tlieir  eyes  open ; 
properly,  and  calmly,  and  prayerfully  examining  the  point  in  con- 
troversy, and  also  weighing  the  consequences  of  things.  To  this 
end  I  have  insisted  much  on  an  impartial  Council,  in  wliich  should 
be  some  of  the  elderly  ministers  of  the  land,  to  look  fully  into  our 
state,  and  view  it  with  all  its  circumstances,  with  full  liberty  to  give 
both  me  and  them  such  advice  as  they  should  think  requisite  and  pro- 
per. And  therefore  I  insisted,  that  the  Council  should  not  wholly 
coni^  of  ministers  and  churches,  that  were  professedly  against  me 
io  the  point  in  controversy ;  and  that  it  should  not  consist  wholly  oi 
ministers  and  churches  of  diis  neighbourhood,  who  were  almost  al- 
together in  opposition  to  me ;  but  that  some  should  be  brought 
frc«n  abroad.  This  I  also  insisted  on,  as  I  thought  it  most  likely 
an  impartial  Council  would  do  me  justice,  in  the  public  representa- 
tion they  would  make  of  our  affiurs,  in  their  result.  The  people 
msisted  that  the  Council  should  be  wholly  of  the  neighbourhood  : 
undoubtedly  because  they  supposed  themselves  most  sure,  that  their 
judgment  and  advice  would  be  favourable  and  a^eeable  to  them. 
I  stood  the  more  against  it,  because  in  this  countiy  we  have  no  such 
thing  as  appeals  from  one  Council  to  another,  from  a  lesser  to  a 
larger;  and  also,  because  the  neighbouring  ministers  were  all 
youngerlv  men.  These  things  were  long  the  subject  matter  of  un- 
comfohable  troubles  and  contests.  Many  were  the  proposals  I 
made.  At  last  they  complied  with  this  proposal,  (after  great  and 
long  continued  opposition  to  it,)  viz.  That  I  should  nominate  two 
churches  to  be  of  the  Council,  who  were  not  within  the  bounds  of 
this  county.  And  so  it  was  agreed  that  a  Council  of  ten  churches 
should  be  called,  mutually  chosen ;  and  that  two  of  my  half  should 
be  called  from  abroad.  I  might  have  observed  before,  that  there 
was  a  great  and  long  d  ispute  about  the  business  of  the  Council,  or  what 
should  be  left  to  them  :  and  particularly,  whether  it  sliould  be  left 
to  them,  or  they  should  have  liberty,  to  give  us  what  advice  they 
pleased  for  a  remedy  from  our  calamities.  This  I  insisted  on,  not 
that  I  desired  that  we  should  bind  ourselves  beforehand  to  stand  to 
their  advice,  let  it  be  what  it  would ;  but  I  thought  it  absurd  to  tie 
up  and  limit  the  Council,  tliat  they  should  not  exercise  their  own 
judgment,  and  give  us  their  advice,  accorduig  to  their  own  mind, 
"^he  people  were  willing  the  Council  should  make  proposals  for  an 
accommodation ;  but  that,  if  they  did  not  like  tliem,  the  Council 
should  be  obliged  immediately  to  separate  us,  and  would  not  have 
them  have  any  liberty  to  advise  to  wait  longer,  or  use  any 
further  means  for  light,  or  to  take  any  further  or  other  course  for  a 
remedy  from  our  calamities.  At  last  a  vote  was  passed  m  these 
words, — "  That  a  Council  should  be  called  to  give  us  their  last  ad- 
vice, for  a  remedy  from  the  calamities  arising  from  the  present  un- 
settled, broken  state  of  the  church,  by  reason  of  tfie  controversy 
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here  subsisting,  concerning  the  Qualifications  for  full  communion 
in  the  church :  and,  if  upon  the  whole  of  what  they  see  and  find  in 
our  circumstances,  they  judge  it  best  that  pastor  and  people  be  imme- 
diately separated,  that  they  proceed  to  dissolve  the  relation  between 
them."  Accordingly  a  Council  was  agreed  upon,  to  meet  here  op 
this  busbess,  on  June  19th.  I  nominated  two  out  of  this  county, 
of  which  Mr.  Foxcrolt's  church  m  Boston  was  one.  But  others 
were  nominated  provisionally,  in  case  tliese  should  fail.  Those  that 
came,  were  Mr.  Hall's  church  of  Sutton  and  Mr.  Hobby's  church 
m  Reading.  One  of  the  churches  that  I  nominated  within  tlie 
county,  refused  to  send  a  delegate,  viz.  Mr.  Billing's  church  of 
Cold  Spring.  However  Mr.  Billing  himself,  (tliough  with  some 
difficulty,)  was  admitted  into  the  Council.  The  people,  in  mana- 
ging this  affair  on  their  side,  have  made  chief  use  of  a  young  gen- 
Seman  of  liberal  education  and  notable  abilities,  and  a  fluent  spea- 
ker, of  about  seven  or  eight  and  twenty  years  of  age,  my  grandfa- 
ther Stoddard's  grandson,  being  my  moilier's  sister's  son,  a  man  of 
lax  principles  in  religion,  falling  in,  in  some  essential  things,  with 
Arminians,  and  is  very  open  and  bold  in  it.  He  was  improved  as 
one  of  the  agents  for  the  church,  and  was  their  chief  spokesman 
before  the  Council.  He  very  strenuously  urged  before  the  Coun- 
cil the  necessity  of  an  immediate  separation ;  and  I,  knowing  tlie 
church,  the  most  of  tliem,  to  be  inflexibly  bent  on  this  event,  informed 
the  Council  that  I  should  not  enter  into  the  dispute,  but  should  refer 
the  matter  wholly  to  the  Council's  judgment;  I  signified,  iliat  1  had 
no  desire  to  leave  my  people,  on  any  other  consideration,  than  their 
aversion  to  my  being  their  mmister  any  longer ;  but,  they  continu- 
ing so  averse,  had  no  inclination  or  desire  that  they  should  be  coni- 
peUed ;  but  yet  sliould  refer  myself  to  their  advice.  When  tlie 
church  was  convened,  in  order  to  the  Council's  knowing  tlieir  minds 
\^ith  respect  to  my  continuance,  about  twenty-three  appeared  for  it, 
others  staid  away,  choosing  not  to  act  either  way  ;  but  llie  genera- 
lity of  the  church,  which  consists  of  about  230  male  members,  vo- 
ted for  my  dismission.  My  dismission  was  carried  in  the  Council 
by  a  majority  of  one  voice.  The  ministers  were  equaDy  divided ;  but 
of  the  delegates,  one  more  was  for  it  than  against  it,  and  it  so  hap- 
pened that  all  thoseof  the  Council,  who  came  from  tlie  churches  of  tlie 
people's  choosing,  voted  for  my  dismission ;  but  all  those  who  came 
from  the  churches  tiiat  I  chose,  were  against  it,  and  there  happening 
to  be  one  fewer  of  these  than  of  the  other,  by  the  church  of  Cold 
Spring  not  sending  a  delegate,  (which  was  through  that  people's 
prejudice  against  my  opinion,)  the  vote  was  carried  that  way,  by  tlie 
vote  of  one  delegate.  However,  on  the  22d  of  the  last  montli,  the 
relation  between  me  and  tliis  people  was  dissolved.  1  suppose  tliat 
the  resuk  of  the  Council,  and  tlie  protestation  of  some  of  [the 
members  are  printed  in  Boston  by  this  time.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
procure  one  of  the  printed  accounts,  to  be  sent  witli  this  letter  to 
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you,  together  with  one  of  my  books,  on  the  point  that  has  been  in 
controversy  between  me  and  my  people.  Two  of  the  members  of 
the  Council,  who  dissented  from  the  result,  yet  did  not  sign  the 
protestation,  viz.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  his  delegate,  which  1  suppose 
was  owing  to  Mr.  Reynolds'  extraordinarily  cautious  and  timorous 
temper.,  The  last  sabbath  I  preached  my  farewell  sermon.  Many 
in  the  congregation  seemed  to  be  much  affected,  and  some  are  ex- 
ceedingly grieved.  Some  few,  I  believe,  have  some  relentings  of 
heart,  that  voted  me  away.  But  there  is  no  great  probability  that 
the  leading  part  of  the  church  will  ever  change.  Beside  their  own 
fixedness  of  resolution,  there  are  many  in  the  neighbouring  towns 
to  support  their  resolution ;  both  in  the  ministry  and  civil  magistracy ; 
witliout  whose  influence  I  believe  the  people  never  would  have 
been  so  violent  as  they  have  been. 

"  I  desire  that  such  a  time  of  awful  changes,  dark  clouds,  and 
great  frowns  of  heaven  on  me  and  my  people,  may  be  a  litne  of 
serious  consideration,  thorough  self-reflection  and  examination,  and 
deep  humiliation  with  me.  I  desire  your  fervent  prayers  for  me, 
and  for  those  who  have  heretofore  been  my  people.  I  know  not  what  '\r 
will  become  of  them.  Th^re  seems  to  be  the  utmost  danger,  that 
the  younger  generation  will  be  carried  away  with  Arminianism,  as  I 
with  a  flood.  The  young  gentleman  I  «poke  of,  is  high  in  their 
esteem,  and  is  become  the  most  leadmg  man  in  the  town  ;  and  is 
very  bold  in  declaiming  and  disputing  for  his  opinions ;  and  we 
have  none  able  to  confront  and  withstand  him  in  dispute ;  and  some 
of  the  young  people  already  show  a  disposition  to  fall  in  with  his 
notions.  And  it  is  not  likely  that  the  people  will  obtain  any  young 
gentleman  of  Calvinistic  sentiments,  to  settle  witli  them  in  the 
ministry,  who  will  have  courage  and  ability  to  make  head  against 
him.  And  as  to  the  older  people,  there  never  appeared  so  great 
an  indifference  among  tliem,  about  things  of  this  nature.  They 
wiU  at  present  be  much  more  likely  to  be  thorough  in  their  care  to 
settle  a  minister  of  principles  contrary  to  mine,  as  to  terms  of  com- 
munion, than  to  settle  one  that  is  sound  in  the  doctrines  of  grjfce. 
The  great  concern  of  the  leading  part  of  the  town,  at  present,  will 
probably  be,  to  come  off  with  flying  colours,  in  the  issue  of  the  con- 
troversy they  have  had  with  me,  and  of  what  they  have  done  in  it ; 
for  which  they  know  many  condemn  them. 

"  An  end  is  put,  for  the  present,  by  these  troubles,  to  the  stu- 
dies I  was  before  engaged  in,  and  my  design  in  writing  against  Ar- 
minianism. I  had  made  considerable  preparation,  and  was  deeply 
engaged  m  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  before  I  was  rent  off  from 
it  by  these  difficulties,  and  if  ever  God  should  give  me  opportunity, 
I  would  again  resume  that  affair.  But  I  am  now,  as  it  were,  thrown 
upon  the  wide  ocean  of  the  world,  and  know  not  what  will  become 
of  me,  and  my  numerous  and  chargeable  family.     Nor  have  1  any 
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particular  door  in  view,  that  I  depend  upon  to  be  opened  for  my 
future  serviceableness.  Most  places  in  New-England,  that  want  a 
minister,  would  not  be  forward  to  invite  one  with  so  chargeable  a 
family,  nor  one  so  far  advanced  in  years — being  46  the  6lh  day 
of  last  October.  .  I  am  fitted  for  no  other  business  but  study.  I 
should  make  a  poor  hand  at  getting  a  living  by  any  secular  employ- 
ment. We  are  in  tlie  hands  of  God ;  and  I  bless  him,  I  am  not 
anxious  concerning  his  disposal  of  us.  1  hope  I  shall  not  distrust 
him,  nor  be  unwilling  to  submit  to  his  will.  And  I  have  cause  of 
thankfulness,  tliat  there  seems  also  to  be  such  a  disposition  in  my 
family.  You  are  pleased,  dear  Sir,  very  kindly  to  ask  me,  whe- 
ther 1  could  sign  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and  submit 
to  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  Government ;  and  to  offer  to 
use  your  hifluence  to  procure  a  call  for  me,  to  some  congregation 
in  Scodand.  I  should  be  very  ungrateful,  if  I  were  not  thankfiil 
for  such  kindness  and  friendship.  As  to  my  subscribing  to  the 
substance  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty ;  and  as  to  the  Presbyterian  Government,  I  have  lODg  been 
perfectly  out  of  conceit  of  our  unsettled,  independent,  confused 
way  of  church  government  in  this  land  ;  and  the  Presbyterian  way 
has  ever  appeared  to  me  most  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  reason  and  nature  of  tkings ;  though  I  cannot  say  that  I  think,  that 
the  Presbyterian  government  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  is  so  perfect, 
that  it  cannot,  in  some  respects,  be  mended.  But  as  to  my  removing, 
with  my  numerous  family,  over  the  Atlantic,  it  is,  I  acknowledge,  at- 
tended with  many  difficulties,  that  I  shrink  at.  Among  other  things, 
this  is  very  considerable,  tliat  it  woidd  be  on  uncertainties,  whether 
my  gifts  and  administrations  would  suit  any  congregation,  that  should 
send  for  me  without  trial ;  and  so  great  a  thing,  as  such  a  removal, 
had  need  to  be  on  some  certainty  as  to  that  matter.  If  the  expec- 
tations of  a  congregation  were  so  great,  and  they  were  so  confident 
of  my  qualifications,  as  to  call  me  at  a  venture,  having  never  seen 
nor  heard  me ;  their  disappointment  might  possibly  be  so  much  the 
greater,  and  tliey  the  more  uneasy,  after  acquaintance  and  trial.  My 
own  country  is  not  so  dear  to  me,  but  that,  if  there  were  an  evident 
prospect  of  being  more  serviceable  to  Zion's  interests  elsewhere, 
I  could  forsake  it.  And  I  think  my  wife  is  fully  of  this  dispo- 
sition. 

"  I  forgot  to  mention,  that,  in  this  evil  time  in  Northampton, 
there  are  some  of  the  young  people  under  awakenings ;  and  I  hope 
two  or  three  have  lately  been  converted  :  two  very  lately,  besides 
two  or  three  hopefully  brought  home  the  last  year. 

"  My  wife  and  family  join  with  me  in  most  respectful  and  cordial 
salutations  to  you,  and  your  consort ;  and  we  desire  the  prayers  of 
you  both  for  us,  under  our  present  circumstances.  My  youngest 
child  but  one  has  long  been  in  a  very  infirm,  afflicted  and  decaying, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE    or    PRESIDENT    EDWA&DS.  413 

Mate  with  the  rickets,  and  some  otlier  disorders.     I  desire  your 
prayers  for  it. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged 
"  Friend  and  brother, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

"  P.  S.  For  accounts  of  the  state  of  religion  in  America,  and 
some  reasons  of  my  conduct  in  this  controversy  with  my  people,  I- 
must  refer  you  to  my  letters  to  Mr.  Robe,  and  Mr.  M'Laurin." 

m 

«  To  Uie  Rev.  Mr.  M'Culloch." 

^^  JVorthampton,  July  6,  1750. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  It  is  now  long,  since  I  have  received  a  letter  from  you  :  tlie 
last  was  dated  March  10,  1749.  However,  you  having  heretofore 
manifested  that  our  correspondence  was  not  unacceptable  to  you,  I 
would  not  omit  to  do  my  part  towards  the  continuance  of  it.  Per- 
haps one  reason  of  your  neglecting  to  write,  may  be  the  failing  of 
such  agreeable  matter  for  correspondence,  as  we  had  some  years 
ago,  when  religion  was  flourishing  in  Scotland  and  America,  and 
we  had  joyful  information  to  give  each  other,  of  things  pertaining 
to  the  City  of  our  Grod.  It  is  indeed  now  a  sorrowful  time,  on  this 
side  of  the  ocean.  Iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love  of  many  waxe^ 
cold.  Multitudes  of  fair  and  high  professors,  in  one  place  and  ano- 
ther, have  sadly  backslidden ;  sinners  are  desperately  hardened  f 
experimental  religion  is  more  than  ever  out  of  credit,  with  the  far. 
greater  part;  and  the  doctrines  of  grace,  and  those  principles  in  reli- 
gion that  do  chiefly  concern  the  power  of  godliness,  are  far  more  than 
ever  discarded.  Arminianism,  and  Pelagianism,  have  made  a 
strange  progress  within  a  few  years.  The  Church  of  England,  in 
New-England,  is,  I  suppose,  treble  of  what  it  was  seven  years  ago. 
Many  professors  ace  gone  off  to  great  lengtlis  in  enthusiams  and 
extravagance,  in  their  notions  and  practices.  Great  contentions,, 
separations  and  confusions,  ib  our  religious  state,  prevail  in  man} 
parts  of  the  land.  Some  of  our  main  pillars  are  broken ;  one  of 
which  was  Mr.  Webb  of  Boston,  who  died  in  the  lattef  part  of  lasl 
April.  Much  of  the  glory  of  the  tawn  of  Boston  is  gone  with  him  ; 
and  if  the  bereavements  of  that  town  should  be  added  to,  by  tlie 
death  of  two  or  tliree  more  of  their  remaining  elder  ministers,  tliat 
place  would  be  in  a  very  sorrowful  state  indeed,  like  a  city  whose 
walls  are  broken  down,  and  like  a  large  flock 'without  a  shepherd, 
encompassed  with  wolves,  and  many  in  the  midst  of  it. 

"  These  are  the  dark  tUngs  that  appear.  But  on  the  otlier  hand, 
tliere  are  some  things  that  have  a  different  aspect.  There  have  in 
saome  places  appeared  revivals  of  religion.     Some  little  re\ivings 
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have  been  in  some  places  towards  Boston.  There  has  been  some 
reformation,  not  long  since,  in  one  of  our  Colleges.  And  by  what 
I  hear,  there  has  been  much  more  of  this  nature  in  some  other 
parts  of  British  America,  than  in  New-England:  something* 
considerable  in  several  towns  on  Long  Island ;  and  also  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  province  of  New- York,  near  Bedford  river  j 
something  in  several  parts  of  New-Jersey,  particularly  through  the 
labours  of  Mr.  Greenman,  a  young  gentleman  educated  by  the 
charitable  expenses  of  the  pious  and  eminent  Mr.  David  Brainerd, 
mentioned  in  his  life  ;  which  I  think  I  sent  to  you  the  last  summer. 
And  since  I  last  wrote  to  Scotland,  I  have  had  accounts  of  the  pre- 
vailing of  a  religious  concern  in  some  parts  of  Virginia. 

"  And  I  must  not  forget  to  inf(Mrm  you,  that,  although  I  think  it 
has  of  late  been  tlie  darkest  time  in  Northampton,  that  ever  was 
since  die  town  stood,  yet  diere  have  been  some  overtumings  on  the 
ininds  of  some  of  the  young  people  here,  and  two  or  three  instan- 
ces of  hopeful  conversion  the  last  summer,  and  as  many  very 
lately. 

"  \Vlien  I  speak  of  its  being  a  dark  time  here,  I  have  a  special 
reference  to  the  great  controversy  that  has  subsisted  here,  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  between  me  and  my  people,  about  the 
forms  of  communion  in  the  visible  church ;  which  has  even  at 
length  issued  in  a  separation  between  me  and  my  people ;  for  a 
more  particular  account  of  which,  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letters  to 
Air.  Robe  and  Mr.  Erskine. — ^Besides,  I  shall  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure the  printed  copies  of  the  Result  of  the  Council,  that  sat  here 
the  week  before  last,  with  the  Protestation  of  some  of  the  members, 
'that  these  may  be  sent  to  you  with  this  letter,  together  with  one  of 
my  books,  published  on  the  pcunt  in  debate  between  me  and  my 
people ;  of  which  I  crave  your  acceptance. 

"  I  am  now  separated  from  the  people,  between  whom  and  me 
there  was  once  the  greatest  union.  Remarkable  is  the  Providence 
of  God  in  this  matter.  In  this  event,  we  have  a  striking  instance 
of  die  instability  and  uncertainty  of  all  tilings  here  below.  The  ^ 
dispensatiou  is  indeed  awful  in  many  respects,  calling  for  seriovs 
reflection,  and  deep  humiliation,  in  me  and  my  people.  The  ene- 
my, far  and  near,  will  now  triumph ;  but  God  can  overrule  all  for 
his  own  glor}'.  I  have  now  nothing  visible  to  depend  upon  for 
my  future  usefulness,  or  the  subsistence  of  my  numerous  family. 
But  I  hope  we  have  an  all-sufficient,  faithful,  covenant  God,  to  de- 
pend upon.  I  desire  that  I  may  ever  submit  to  him,  walk  humbly 
before  him,  and  put  my  trust  wholly  in  him.  I  desire,  dear  Sir, 
your  prayers  for  us,  under  ouf  present  circumstances. 
"  I  ain.  Sir,  your  respectful 

"  and  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 
"  P.  S.  My  wife  and  famfly  join  with  me,  in  cordial  salutationis. 
10  you  and  yours." 
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On  the  11th  of  June,  Mr.  Edwards  married  his  eldest  daughter, 
Sarah,  to  Elihv  Parsons,  Esquire,  and  on  the  8th  of  November, 
his  fourth  daughter,  Mary,  to  Timothy  Dwight,  Esquire,  both  of 
Northampton. 

After  Mr.  Edwards  was  dismissed  from  his  people,  several 
months  elapsed,  before  he  received  any  proposals  of  settlement. 
During  this  interval,  the  Committee  of  the  Church  found  it  very 
difficult  to  procure  a  regular  supply  of  die  pulpit.  When  no  other 
preacher  could  be  procured,  Mr.  Edwards  was  for  a  time  applied 
to  by  the  Committee,  to  preach  for  them  ;  but  always  witli  appa- 
rent reluctance,  and  only  for  the  given  Sabbath.  He  alludes  to 
these  circumstances,  in  the  following  letter  ;  in  *  which  tlie  reader 
will  find,  that  he  was  a  decided  advocate  for  the  celebration  of  tlie 
Lord's  Supper,  every  Lord's  day. 

Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. 

^^  Northampton^  Nov,  15,  1750. 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Some  time  in  July  last  I  WTote  to  you,  and  ordered  one  of  my 
books,  <m  the  Qualifications  for  Communion  in  tlie  Church,  to  be 
sent  to  you  from  Boston,  with  the  letter.  In  my  letter,  I  informed 
you  of  what  had  come  to  pass,  in  the  issue  of  the  late  controversy 
betweeit  me  and  my  people,  in  the  dissolution  of  my  pastoral  rela- 
tion to  tiiem  ;  and  ordered  tlie  printed  Result  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Council,  that  sat  on  our  affairs,  and  the  Protest  against  the  said  Re- 
sult, to  be  put  up  with  the  letter ;  and  also,  at  the  same  time,  sent 
letters  to  my  other  correspondents  in  Scodand,  with  the>  books,  etc. 
I  have  as  yet  had  no  call  to  any  stated  business  elsewhere  in  the 
ministry ;  although,  of  late,  there  has  been  some  prospect  of  my 
having  invitations  to  one  or  two  places.  The  people  of  Northamp- 
ton are  hitherto  destitute  of  a  minister.  They  have  exerted  tliem- 
selves  very  much,  to  obtain  some  candidate  to  come  and  preach  to 
them  on  probation,  and  have  sent  to  many  different  places ;  but 
have  hitherto  been  disappointed,  and  seem  to  be  very  much  non- 
plussed. But  the  major  part  of  them  seem  to  continue  without  any 
relenting,  or  misgiving  of  heart,  concerning  what  has  been  done ; 
at  least  the  major  part  of  the  leading  men  in  the  congregation. 
But  there  is  a  number,  whose  hearts  are  broken  at  what  has  come 
to  pass ;  and  I  believe  are  more  deeply  affected,  tiian  ever  they 
were  at  any  temporal  bereavement.  It  is  thus  widi  one  of  the 
principal  men  in  the  parish,  viz.  Col.  Dwight ;  and  another  of  our 
prhicipal  men,  viz.  Dr.  Alather,  adheres  very  much  to  me ;  and 
there  are  more  women  of  this  sort,  than  men,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
there  is  a  number,  who  in  their  hearts  are  with  me,  who  durst  not 
appear,  by  reason  of  the^reat  resolution,  and  high  hand,  with  which 
things  are  carried  in  the  opposition,  by  the  prevailing  pait.     Such 


Digitized  by 


Google 


416  LIFE    OF    PRESIDENT    EDWARDS. 

is  the  state  of  things  among  us,  that  a  person  cannot  appear  on  ray 
«ide,  without  greatly  exposing  himself  to  the  resentments  of  Iiis 
friends  and  neighbours,  and  being  the  object  of  much  odium.  The 
committee,  that  have  the  care  of  supplying  the  pulpit,  have  asked 
me  to  preach,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  my  dismission,  when 
1  have  been  at  home ;  but  it  has  seemed  to  be  with  much  reluc* 
tance  that  they  have  come  to  me,  and  only  because  they  could  not 
get  the  pulpit  supplied  otherwise ;  and  they  have  adked  me  only 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbatli.  In  the  mean  time,  they  have  takea 
much  pains,  to  get  tomebody  else  to  preach  to  them. 

"  Since  I  wrote  to  you  in  July  last,  I  received  your  letter,  dated 
the  30th  of  April  hist,  with  your  generous  and  acceptable  presents  of 
Fraser's  Treatise  of  Justifpng  Faith,  Mr.  Crawford's  Manual  against 
Lifidelity,  Mr.  Randal's  Letters  on  Frequent  Communicating,  Mr. 
Blair's  Sermon  before  the  Society  for  propagating  Christian  Know- 
ledge, willi  an  Account  of  the  Society,  and  the  Bishop  of  London's 
Letters  to  tlie  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  The  view,  the 
last  mentioned  gives  of  the  wickedness  of  those  cities,  is  very  af- 
fecting ;  and  the  patience  of  God  towards  such  cities,  so  full  of 
wickedness,  so  heinous  smd  horrid  in  its  kinds,  and  attended  with 
such  aggravations,  is  very  astonishing.  That  those  cities,  and  the 
nation,  and  indeed  Christendom  in  general,  are  come  to  such  a  pass 
as  tliey  are,  seems  to  n^  to  argue  that  some  very  remarkable  dis- 
pensation of  Divine  Providence  is  nigh,  either  of  mercy,  or  of 
judgment,  or  perhaps  both  :  of  mercy  to  tui  elect  number,  and  great 
wrath  and  vengeance  towards  others ;  and  that  those  very  thmgs, 
you  take  notice  of,  in  Isa.  lix.  are  approaching,  appears  to  me  very 
probable.  However,  I  cannot  but  think,  that,  at  such  a  day,  aU 
such  as  truly  love  Zion,  and  lament  the  wickedness  that  prevails 
in  the  earth,  are  very  loudly  called  upon  to  united  and  earnest 
prayer  to  God,  to  arise  and  plead  his  own  cause,  that  he  would 
make  bare  his  arm,  that  that  may  bring  salvation ;  that  now,  when 
die  enemy  comes  in  as  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  lift  up  a 
standard  against  him.  When  the  Church  of  Christ  is  like  the  sliip, 
wherein  Christ  and  his  disciples  were,  when  it  was  tossed  with  a 
dreadful  tempest,  and  even  covered  with  waves,  and  Christ  was 
asleep ;  certainly  it  becomes  christians,  (though  not  with  doubting 
and  unbelief,)  to  call  on  their  Redeemer,  that  he  would  awake  out 
of  sleep,  and  rebuke  the  winds  and  waves. 

"  There  are  some  things,  that  affi>rd  a  degree  of  comfort  and 
liope,  in  this  dark  day,  respecting  the  state  of  Zion.  I  cannot  but 
rejoice  at  some  things  which  I  have  seen,  that  have  been  lately 
published  in  England,  and  the  reception  they  have  met  with  in  so 
corrupt  a  time  and  nation.  Some  things  of  Dr.  Doddridge's,  (who 
seems  to  have  his  heart  truly  engaged  for  the  interests  of  religion,) 
particularly  his  Rbe  and  Progress,  and  Col.  Gardiner's  Life,  and 
also  Mr.  Hervey's  Meditations.    And  I  confess  it  is  a  thing,  that 
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gives  me  much  hope,  that  there  are  so  many  on  this  side  the  ocean 
united  in  the  concert  for  prayer,  proposed  from  Scotland ;  of  which 
I  may  give  a  more  particular  account  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  M'Laurin, 
which  I  intend  shall  be  sent  with  tliis.  I  had  lately  a  letter  from 
Govemour  Belcher,  and  in  the  postscript  he  sent  me  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter,  he  had  lately  received  from  Dr.  Doddridge. 
**  Nor  did  I  ever  know  a  finer  class  of  young  preachers,  for  its  num- 
ber, than  that  which  Grod  has  given  me  this  year,  to  send  out  into 
the  churches.  Yet  are  not  all  the  supplies,  here  as  elsewhere,  ade- 
quate to  their  necessities ;  for  many  congregations,  in  various  parts 
of  England,  remain  vacant;  but  I  hope  God  will  prosper  the  schemes 
we  are  forming  for  their  assistance.  I  bless  God,  that,  in  these 
middle  parts  of  our  island,  peace  and  truth  prevail  in  sweet  har- 
mony ;  and  I  think  God  is  reviving  our  cause,  or  rather  his  own, 
sensibly,  though  in  a  gentle  and  almost  unobserved  manner." 

"  This,  which  the  Doctor  speaks  of,  I  hope  is  a  revival  of  religion ; 
^ugh  many  things  in  many  places,  have  been  boasted  of  as  glori- 
ous revivals,  which  have  been  but  counterparts  of  religion,  so  it  has 
been  with  many  things  that  were  intermingled  with  and  followed 
our  late  happy  revival.  There  have  been  in  New  England,  within 
these  eight  years  past,  many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  instances, 
very  much  like  that  of  the  boy  at  Tiptry  Heath,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Davidson,  as  you  give  account  in  your  letter.  We  ought  not  only 
to  praise  (rod  for  every  thmg,  that  appears  favourable  to  the  interests 
of  religion,  and  to  pray  earnestly  lor  a  general  revival,  but  also  to 
use  means  that  are  proper  in  order  to  it :  and  one  proper  means 
must  be  aUowed  to  be,  a  due  administration  of  Christ's  ordinances : 
one  instance  of  which  is  that,  which  you  and  Mr.  Randal  have  lately 
been  striving  for ;  viz.  a  restoring  the  primitive  practice  of  frequent 
communicating.  I  should  much  wonder,  (had  it  not  been  for  what 
I  have  myselflatelv  seen  of  the  force  of  bigotry,  and  prejudice, 
arising  from  education  and  custom,)  how  such  arguments  and  per- 
suasions, as  Mr.  Randal  uses,  could  be  withstood ;  but  however  they 
may  be  resisted  for  the  present,  yet  I  hope  those  who  have  begun 
will  cmitinue  to  plead  the  cause  of  Christ's  institutions ;  and  what- 
ever opposition  is  made,  I  should  think  it  would  be  best  for  them  to 
plead  nothing  at  all  short  of  Christ's  institutions,  viz.  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper  every  Lord's  day — ^it  must  come  to  that 
at  last ;  and  why  should  Christ's  ministers  and  people,  by  resting 
in  a  partial  reformation,  lay  a  foundation  for  a  new  struggle,  and  an 
uncomfortable  labour  and  conflict,  in  some  future  generation,  in  or- 
der to  a  full  restoration  of  the  primitive  practice. 

"I  should  be  greatly  gratified,  dear  Sir,  by  the  continuance'^ of 
your  correspondence,  and  by  being  informed  by  you  of  the  state  of 
things,  relatmg  to  the  interests  of  religion  in  Europe,  and  especially 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  particularly  whether  the  afilair  of  a  compre- 
hension is  like  to  go  on,  or  whether  the  Test  act  is  like  to  be  taken 
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cS,  or  if  there  be  any  thing  else  done,  or  published,  in  England  or 
Scotland,  that  remarkably  affects  the  bterests  of  religion. 

"  I  have,  with  this  letter,  sent  Mr.  Bellamy's  Tnie  Religion  De- 
lineatedj  with  a  sermon  of  mine  at  Mr.  Strong's  ordination ;  of 
which  I  ask  your  acceptance,  as  a  small  testimony  of  gratitude  for 
your  numerous  favours  to  me.  I  ask  a  constant  remembrance  in 
your  prayers,  that  I  may  have  the  presence  of  God  under  my 
unusual  trials,  and  that  I  may  make  a  good  imfHrovement  pf 
all  God's  dealings  with  me.  My  wife  jobs  with  me  in  most 
cordial  salutations  to  you  and  Mrs.  Erskine. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yoiur  affectionate  and  obliged 

"  friend  and  brother, 

"  Jonathan  Edwards." 
"  Mr.  Erskine." 

''At  length,"  observes  Dr.  Hopkins,  "a  great  uneasiness  was 
manifested,  by  many  of  the  people  of  Northampton,  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards should  preach  there  at  all.  Upon  which,  the  Committee  for 
supplying  the  pulpit,  called  the  town  together,  to  know  theur  minds 
with  respect  to  that  matter;  when  they  voted;  That  U  toas  not 
agreeahle  to  their  minds  that  he  should  preach  among  them,  Ac* 
cordingly,  while  Mr.  Edwards  was  in  the  town,  and  they  had  no 
other  minister  to  preach  to  them,  they  carried  on  public  worship 
among  themselves,  and  without  any  preaching,  rather  than  mvite 
him.* 

"Every  one  must  be  sensible,"  observes  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  was  him- 
self an  occasional  eye-witness  of  these  scenes, "  that  this  was  a  great 
trial  to  Mr.  Edwards.  He  had  been  nearly  twenty-four  years  among 
that  people ;  and  his  labours  had  been,  to  ail  appearance,  from  time  to 
time  greatly  blessed  among  them :  and  a  great  number  looked  on  him 
as  their  spiritual  father,  who  had  been  the  happy  instrument  of 
turning  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  plucking  them  as  brands 
out  of  the  burning.  And  they  had  from  time  to  time  professed 
that  they  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  their  greatest  privileges  to  have 
such  a  minister,  and  manifested  their  great  love  and  esteem  of  him, 
to  such  a  degree,  that,  (as  St.  Paul  says  of  the  Galatians,)  "  if  it  had 
been  possible,  they  would  have  plucked  out  their  own  eyes,  and 
given  them  to  him."  And  they  had  a  great  interest  in  his  affec- 
tion :  he  had  borne  them  on  his  heart,  and  carried  them  in  his 
bosom  for  many  years ;  exercising  a  tender  ccmcem  and  love  for 
them :  for  their  good  he  was  always  writing,  contriving,  labouring ; 
for  them  he  had  poured  out  ten  thousand  fervent  prayers ;  in  theur 


♦  This  vote  appears  to  have  heen  passed  in  the  latter  part  of  Novcmher,  a  few 
weeks  only  before  Mr.  Edwards  received  proposals  of  settlement,  which  he  ul- 
timately accepted. 
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good  he  had  rejoiced  as  one  that  findeth  great  spoil ;  and  they 
were  dear  to  him  above  any  other  people  under  heaven, — Now  to 
have  this  people  turn  against  him,  and  thrust  him  out  from  among 
them,  stopping  their  ears,  and  running  upon  him  with  furious  zeal, 
not  allowing  turn  to  defend  himself  by  giving  him  a  fair  hearing ; 
and  even  refusing  so  much  as  to  hear  him  preach ;  many  of  them 
surmising  and  publicly  speaking  many  ill  things  as  to  his  ends  and 
designs !  surely  this  must  come  very  near  to  him,  and  try  his  spirit* 
The  words  of  the  psalmist  seem  applicable  to  this  case,  "  It  was  not 
an  enemy  that  reproached  me,  then  I  could  have  borne  it ;  neither 
was  it  he  that  hated  me,  that  did  magnify  himself  against  me,  then 
I  would  ha^  hid  myself  from  him.  But  it  was  thou — ^my  guide 
and  mine  acquaintance.  We  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and 
walked  unto  the  house  of  God  in  company." 

"  Let  us  therefore  now  behold  the  man ! — ^The  calm  sedateiiess 
of  his  mind ;  his  meekness  and  humility  in  great  and  violent  oppo* 
sition,  and  injurious  treatment ;  his  resolution  and  steady  conduct 
dirough  all  this  dark  and  terrible  storm,  were  truly  wonderful,  and 
cannot  be  set  in  so  beautiful  and  affecting  a  light  by  any  descrip- 
tion, as  they  appeared  in  to  his  firiends,  who  were  eye-witnesses. 

"  Mr.  Edwards  had  a  numerous  and  chargeable  family,  and 
little  or  no  income,  exclusive  of  his  salary  ;  and,  considering  how 
far  he  was  advanced  in  years ;  the  general  disposition  of  people, 
who  want  a  minister,  to  prefer  a  young  man,  who  has  never  been 
setded,  to  one  who  has  been  dismissed  from  his  people ;  and  what 
misrepresentations  were  made  of  his  principles  through  tlie  country ; 
it  looked  to  him  not  at  all  probable,  that  he  should  ever  have  oppor- 
tunity to  be  settied  again  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  if  he  was  dis- 
missed from  Northampton :  and  he  was  nolf  inclined,  or  able,  to 
take  any  other  course,  or  go  into  any  other  business  to  get  a  living : 
so  that  beggary  as  well  as  disgrace  stared  him  full  in  the  face,  if  he 
persisted  in  his  principles.  When  he  was  fixed  in  his  principles, 
and  before  they  were  publicly  known,  he  told  some  of  his  friends, 
that,  if  he  discovered  and  persisted  in  them,  it  would  most  likely 
issue  in  his  dismission  and  disgrace;  and  the  rum  of  himself 
and  family,  as  to  their  temporal  interests.  He  therefore  first 
sat  down  and  counted  the  cost,  and  deliberately  took  up  the 
cross,  when  it  was  set  before  him  in  its  full  wei^t  and  mag- 
nitude ;  and  in  direct  opposition  to  all  toorldly  views  and  mo- 
tives. And  therefore  his  conduct,  in  these  circumstances,  was 
a  remarkable  exercise  and  discovery  of  his  conscientiousness; 
and  of  his  readiness  to  deny  himself,  and  to  forsake  all  that  he  had,  to 
follow  Christ. — ^A  man  must  have  a  considerable  degree  of  the 
spirit  of  a  ipart3rr,  to  go  on  with  the  steadfastness  and  resolution  with 
which  he  did.  He  ventured  wherever  truth  and  duty  appeared  to 
lead  him,  unmoved  at  the  Uireatening  dangers  on  every  side. 
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"  However,  (Jod  did  not  forsake  him.  As  he  gave  him  those 
inward  supports,  by  which  he  was  able  in  patience  to  possess  his 
soul,  and  courageously  row  on  in  the  storm,  in  the  face  of  boister- 
ous winds  beating  hard  upon  him,  and  in  the  midst  of  gaping  waves 
threatening  to  shallow  him  up ;  so  he  soon  appeared  for  him  in  his 
providence,  even  beyond  all  his  expectations.  His  correspondents, 
and  other  friends,  in  Scodand  hearing  of  his  dismission,  and  fearing 
it  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  him  into  worldly  straits,  gene- 
rously contributed  a  considerable  sum,  and  sent  it  over  to  him. 

"And  God  did  not  leave  him,  without  tender  and  valuable 
friends  at  Northampton.  For  a  small  number  of  his  people,  who 
opposed  his  dismission  from  the  beginning,  and  some,  who  acted  on 
neither  side,  but  after  his  dismission  adhered  to  him,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  their  great  esteem  and  love  of  Mr.  Edwards,  were  willing, 
and  thought  themselves  able,  to  maintain  him :  and  insisted  upon  it, 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  stay  among  them,  as  a  distbct  and  separate 
congregation,  from  the  body  of  the  town  who  had  rejected  him. 

"Mr.  Edwards  could  not  see  it  to  be  his  duty  to  remain  among 
them,  as  thb  would  probably  be  a  means  of  perpetuating  an  unhap- 
py division  in  the  town ;  and  there  was  to  him  no  prospect  of  doing 
the  good  there,  which  would  counterbalance  the  evil.  However, 
that  he  might  do  all  he  could  to  satisfy  his  tender  and  afflicted 
friends ;  he  consented  to  ask  the  advice  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Coun- 
cil. Accordingly  a  Council  was  called,  and  met  at  Northampton 
on  the  15th  of  May  1751 . — ^The  town  on  this  occasion  was  put  into 
a  great  tumuh.  They,  who  were  acdve  in  the  dismission  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  supposed,  though  without  any  good  groimd,  that  he  was 
contriving  with  his  friends,  again  to  introduce  himself  at  Northamp- 
ton." A  meeting  ofr  the  church  was  summoned,  and  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  church  appointed;  who,  in  the  name  of  the  church, 
drew  up  a  Remonstrance  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Council, 
and  laid  it  before  that  body.  The  character  of  this  instrument 
may  be  learned,  from  the  subsequent  confession  of  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  church  that  signed  it,  who  was  principally  concerned  in 
drawing  it  up,  and  very  active  in  bringing  the  church  to  accept  of  it,  and 
to  vote  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the  Council.  To  use  lus  own  lan- 
guage, it  was  "  every  where  interlarded  with  unchrisdan bitterness,  and 
"  sarcastical  ^d  unmannerly  insinuations.  It  contained  divers  di- 
"  rect,  grievous  and  criminal  charges  and  allegadons  against  Mr. 
"  Edwards,  which,  1  have  since  good  reason  to  suppose,  were  all 
"  founded  on  jealous  and  uncharitable  mistakes,  and  so  were  real- 
"  ly  gross  slanders ;  also  many  heavy  and  reproachful  charges  upon 
"  divers  of  Mr.  Edwards'  adherents,  and  some  severe  censures  of 
"  them  all  indiscriminately ;  all  of  which,  if  not  wholly  fals^  and 
"  groundless,  yet  were  altogether  unnecessaiy,  and  therefore  highly 
"  criminal.     Indeed  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  whole  of  that 
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"  composure,  excepting  die  small  part  of  it  relatmg  to  the  expedi* 
"  ency  of  Mr.  Edwards'  resetdement  at  Northampton,  was  totally 
"unchristian, — a  scandalous,  abusive,  injurious  libel  against  Mr. 
"  Edwards  and  his  particular  friends,  especially  the  former,  and 
"  highly  provoking  and  detestable  in  the  sight  of  God;  for  which  I 
"  am  heartily  sorry  and  ashamed ;  and  pray  1  may  remember  it, 
"  with  deep  abasement  and  penitence,  all  my  days." 

After  this  Remonstrance  of  the  church  had  been  read  before  the 
Council,  they  immediately  invited  the  Cammitteey  by  whom  it  was 
signed,  to  come  forward,  and  prove  the  numerous  allegations  and 
insinuations,  which  it  contained ;  "  but  they  refused  to  appear  and 
support  any  of  their  charges,  or  so  much  as  to  give  the  genUemen 
of  the  Council  any  opportunity  to  confer  with  them,  about  the  afiair 
depending,  though  it  was  diligently  sought ;"  and  though,  by  pre- 
senting the  Remonstrance,  they  had  virtually  given  the  Council 
jurisdiction,  as  to  the  charges  it  contained,  yet  they  utterly  refused 
to  acknowledge  them  to  be  an  Ecclesiastical  Council.  The  Coun- 
cil then  mvited  the  Church,  as  a  body,  to  a  friendly  conference,  to 
gee  if  some  measures  could  not  be  devised  for  the  removal  of  the 
difficulties,  in  which  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the  town  were  in- 
volved ;  but,  although  this  was  eamesdy  and  repeatedly  moved  for, 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  it  was  repeatedly  and  finally  denied  on 
the  part  of  the  church. 

"  The  Council  having  heard  what  Mr.  Edwards^  and  those  who 
adhered  to  him,  had  to  say ;  advised,  agreeably  to  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  that  he  should  leave  Northampton,  and  accept  of 
the  invitations,  which  he  had  received,  to  take  charge  of  the  Indian 
Mission,  as  well  as  of  the  church  and  congregation,  at  Stockbridge : 
of  which  a  more  particular  account  will  be  given  furdier  on. 

As  a  proper  close  to  this  melancholy  story,  and  to  confirm  and 
illustrate  what  has  been  related,  the  following  Letter  from  Joseph  "^ 
Hawley,  Esq.  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall  of  Sutton,  published  in  a 
weekly  new^aper  m  Boston,  May  19th,  1760,  is  here  inserted. 
The  reader,  who  has  perused  the  precedmg  pages,  will  not  need  to 
be  informed,  that  this  gendeman,  diough  certainly  less  violent,  and 
far  less  malignant,  than  some  of  his  associates,  was  not  only  very 
active  in  the  transactions  of  this  whole  afiair,  but  a  principal  leader 
in  it,  and  the  man,  on  whose  counsels  and  conduct  the  opponents  of 
Mr.  Edwards  especially  relied.  He  was  a  near  kinsman  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  and  a  lawyer  of  distmguished  talents  and  eloquence.* 

"To  die  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Sutton. 

"  Northampton,  May  9,  1760. 
"  Rev.  Sir, 

"  I  have  often  wished,  that  every  member  of  the  two  Ecclesias- 

*  The  father  of  Mr.  Hawley  married  Rebeokah,  the  fiflh  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  the  sister  of  Mr.  Edwards^  mother. 
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tical  Councfls,  tKat  formerly  sat  in  Northampton,  upon  the  unhappy 
differences,  between  our  former  most  worthy  and  Kev.  Pastor,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  and  the  church  here,  whereof  vou  were  a 
member ;  I  say.  Sir,  I  have  often  wished,  every  one  of  them  truly . 
knew  my  real  sense  of  my  own  conduct  in  the  afiair,  that  the  one 
and  the  other  of  the  said  Councils  are  privy  to.     As  I  have  long 
apprehended  it  to  be  my  duty,  not  only  to  humble  myself  before 
God,  for  what  was  unchristian  and  sinfid  in  my  conduct  before  the 
said  Councils,  but  also  to  confess  my  faults  to  thenij  and  take  shame 
to  myself  before  them ;  so  I  have  often  studied  with  myself,  in 
what  manner  it  was  practicable  for  me  to  do  it.     When  I  under- 
stood that  you,  Sir,  and  Mr.  Eaton,  were  to  be  at  Cold-Spring  at 
the  time  of  the  late  council,  I  resolved  to  improve  the  opportunity, 
fully  to  open  my  mind  there  to  you  and  him  thereon ;  and  thought 
that  probably  some  method  might  be  then  thought  of,  in  which  my 
reflections  on  myself,  touching  the  matters  above  hinted  at,  might 
be  communicated  to  most,  if  not  all,  the  gentlemen  aforesaid,  v^ 
did  not  reside  in  this  county.     But  you  know,  Sir,  how  difficult  it 
was  for  us  to  converse  together  by  ourselves,  when  at  Cold-Spring, 
without  giving  umbrage  to  that  people  ;  I  therefore  proposecf  wri- 
ting to  you  upon  the  matters,  which  I  had  then  opportunity  only 
most  summarily  to  suggest ;  which  you,  Sir,  signified  would  be 
agreeable  to  you.    I  therefore  now  undertake  what  I  then  propo- 
sed, in  which  I  humbly  ask  the  divine  aid ;  and  that  I  may  be 
made  most  freely  willing,  fully  to  confess  my  sin  and  guilt  to  you 
and  the  world,  in  those  instances,  which  I  have  reason  to  suppose 
fell  under  your  notice,-  as  they  were  public  and  notorious  transac- 
tions, and  on  account  whereoi,  thereiore,  you.  Sir,  and  all  others 
who  had  knowledge  thereof,  had  just  cause  to  be  ojfended  at  me. 
"  And  in  the  firet  place.  Sir,  I  apprehend  that,  with  the  church 
and  people  of  Northampton,  I  sinned  and  erred  exceedingly,  in 
consenting  and  labouring,  that  there  should  be  so  early  a  dismission 
of  Mr.  Edwards  from  his  pastoral  relation  to  us,   even  upon  the 
supposition  that  he  was  really  in  a  mistake  m  the  disputed  point : 
not  only  because  the  dispute  was  upon  matters  so  very  disputable  in 
themselves,  and  at  the  greatest  remove  from  fundamental,  but  be- 
cause Mr.  Edwards  so  long  had  approved  himself  a  most  faithful 
and  painful  pastor  to  the  said  church.     He  also  changed  his  senti- 
ments, in  that  point,  wholly  from  a  tender  regard  to  what  appeared 
to  him  to  be  truth  ;  and  had  made  known  his  sentiments  with  great 
moderation,  and  upon  great  deliberation,  against  all'  worldly  mo- 
tives, iroiu  mere  fidelity  to  his  great  Master,  and  a  tender  re- 
gard to  the  souk  of  his  flock,  as  we  had  the  highest  reason  to 
judge.     These  considerations  now  seem  to  me  sufficient;    and 
would,  (if  we  had  been  of  a  right  spirit)  have  gready  endear-  . 
cd  him  to  his  people,   and  made  us  to  Uie  last  degree,  reluc- 
tiuit  to  part  with  him,  and  disposed  us  to  the  exercise  of  the  great- 
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est  candour,  gentleness  and  moderation.  How  much  of  the  reverse 
whereof  appeared  in  us,  I  need  not  tell  you,  Sir,  who  were  an  eye 
witness  of  our  temper  and  conduct. 

"  And,  although  it  does  not  become  me  to  pronounce  decisively, 
on  a  point  so  disputable,  as  was  then  in  dispute  ;  yet  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  I  really  apprehend,  that  it  is-of  the  highest  moment  to  the 
body  of  this  church,  and  to  me  in  particular,  most  solicitously  to 
enquire,  whether,  like  the  Pharisees  and  lawyers  in  John  Baptist's 
time,  we  did  not  reject  the  counsel  of  Grod  against  ourselves,  in  re- 
jecting Mr.  Edwards,  and  his  doctrine,  which  was  the  ground  of  his 
dismission.  And  I  humbly  conceive,  that  it  highly  imports  us  all  of 
this  church,  most  seriously  and  impartially  to  examine  what  that 
most  worthy  and  able  divuie  published,  about  that  time,  in  support 
of  the  same,  whereby  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh.  But  there  were 
three  things,  Sir,  especially  in  my  own  particular  conduct  before  the 
first  council,  which  have  been  justlymatter  of  great  grief  and  much 
trouble  to  me,  almost  ever  since,  viz. 

"  In  the  first  place,  I  confess.  Sir,  that  I  acted  very  immodestly 
and  abuavely  to  you,  as  well  as  injuriously  to  the  church  and  my- 
self, when  with  much  zeal  and  unbecoming  assurance,  I  moved  the 
council  that  they  would  interpose  to  silence  and  stop  you,  in  an  ad- 
dress you  were  making  one  morning  to  the  people,  wherein  you 
were,  if  I  do  not  forget,  briefly  exhorting  diem  to  a  tender  remem- 
brance of  the  former  aflection  and  harmony,  that  had  long  subsisted 
between  them  and  their  Rev.  Pastor,  and  the  great  comfort  and 
profit,  which  they  apprehended  that  they  had  received  from  his 
ministry ;  for  which.  Sir,  I  heartily  ask  your  forgiveness ;  and  I 
think,  that  we  ought,  instead  of  opposing  an  exhortation  of  that  na- 
ture, to  have  received  it  with  all  thankfulness. 

"  Another  particular  of  my  conduct  before  that  council,  which  I 
now  apprehend  was  criminal,  and  was  owing  to  the  want  of  that 
tender  affection,  and  reverend  respect  and  esteem  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
which  he  had  highly  merited  of  me,  was  my  strenuously  op- 
posing the  adjournment  of  the  matters  submitted  to  that  council 
for  i£out  two  months;  for  which  I  declare  myself  unfeignedly 
sorry  5  and  I  with  shame  remember,  that  I  did  it  in  a  peremptory, 
decisive,  vehement,  and  very  immodest  manner. 

"  But,  Sir,  the  most  criminal  part  of  my  conduct  at  that  time,  that 
I  am  conscious  of,  was  my  exhibiting  to  that  Council  a  set  of  argu- 
ments in  writing,  the  drift  whereof  was  to  prove  the  reasonableness 
and  necessity  of  Mr.  Edwards'  dismission,  in  case  no  accommoda- 
tion was  then  effected  with  mutual  consent ;  which  writing,  by  clear 
implication,  contamed  some  severe,  uncharitable,  and,  if  I  remem- 
ber right,  groundless  and  slanderous  imputations  on  Mr.  Edwards, 
expressed  in  bitter  .ianguage.  And  although  the  original  draft 
thereof  was  not  done  by  me,  yet  I  foolishly  and  sinfully  consented  to 
copy  it;  and,  as  agent  for  the  Church,  to  read  it,  and  deliver  it  to 
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the  Council :  which  I  could  never  have  done,  if  I  had  not  had  a 
wicked  relisn  for  perverse  things:  which  conduct  of  nrine  I  confess 
was  very  sinful,  and  highly  provoking  to  God;  for  which  I  am 
adiamed,  confounded,  and  have  nothing  to  answer. 

"  As  to  the  Church's  Remonstrance,  as  it  was  called,  winch  their 
Committee  preferred  to  the  last  of  the  said  Councils,  (to  all  which 
I  was  consenting,  and  in  the  composing  whereof  I  was  very  active, 
as  also  in  bringing  the  church  to  their  vote  upon  it;)  I  would,  in 
the  first  place,  only  observe,  that  I  do  not  remember  any  thing,  in 
.  that  small  part  of  it,  which  was  plamly  discursive  of  the  expediency 
of  Mr.  Edwards'  re-settlement  here,  as  pastor  to  a  part  of  the  church, 
which  was  very  exceptionable.  But  as  to  aH  the  residue,  which 
was  much  the  greatest  part  thereof,  (and  I  am  not  certain  that  any 
part  was  wholly  free,)  it  was  every  where  interlarded  with  unchris- 
tian bitterness,  sarcastical,  and  immannerly  insbuations.  It  con- 
tained divers  direct,  grievous,  and  criminal  charges  and  allegations 
against  Mr.  Edwards,  which,  I  have  since  good  reason  to  suppose, 
were  all  foimded  on  jealous  and  uncharitable  mistakes,  and  so,  were 
really  gross  slanders ;  also  many  heavy  and  reproachftd  charges 
upon  divers  of  Mr.  Edwards'  adherents,  and  some  severe  censures 
oi  them  all  indiscriminately;  all  of  which,  if  not  whoHy  false  and 
groundless,  were  altogether  unnecessary,  and  therefore  highly  cri- 
minal. Indeed,  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  whole  of  that  com- 
posure, excepting  the  smaU  part  thereof  above  mentioned,  was  to- 
tally unchristian,  a  scandalous,  abusive,  injurious  libel,  against  Mr. 
Edwards  and  his  particular  friends,  especially  the  former,  and  highly 
provoking  and  detestable  m  the  sight  of  God;  for  which  I  am  hear- 
tily sorry  and  ashamed ;  and  pray  that  I  may  remember  it  with  deep 
abasement,  and  penitence  all  my  days.  Nor  do  I  now  think,  that 
the  Church's  conduct  in  refiiang  to  appear,  and  attend  before  that 
Council,  to  support  the  charges  and  allegations  in  the  said  Remon- 
strance against  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  said  brethren,  which  they  de- 
manded, was  ever  vindicated,  by  all  the  subde  answers  that  were 
given  to  the  said  demand ;  nor  do  I  think  that  our  conduct 
in  that  instance  was  capable  of  a  defence.  For  it  appears  to 
me,  that,  by  making  such  charges  agamst  them  before  the  said 
Council,  we  necessarily  so  far  gave  that  Council  jurisdiction ; 
and  I  own  with  sorrow  and  regret,  that  I  zealously  endeavoured, 
that  the  Church  should  perseveringlv  refuse  to  appear  before 
the  said  Council,  for  the  purpose  amresaid ;  which  I  humbly 
pray  (Jod  to  forgive. 

"  Another  part  of  my  conduct.  Sir,  of  which  I  have  long  re- 
pented, and  tor  which  I  hereby  declare  my  hearty  sorrow,  was 
my  obstinate  opposition  to  the  last  Council's  having  any  confer- 
ence with  the  Church ;  which  the  said  Council  earnestly  and 
repeatedly  moved  for,  and  which  the  Church,  as  you  know, 
finally  denied.     I  think  it  discovered  a  great  deal  of  pride  and 
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vain  sufficiency  in  the  church,  and  showed  them  to  be  very  opinion*^ 
ative,  especially  the  chief  sticklers,  one  of  whom  I  was,  and  think 
it  was  running  a  most  presumptuous  risk,  and  acting  die  part  of 
proud  scomers,  for  us  to  refuse  hearing,  and  candidly  and  seriously 
considering,  what  that  council  could  say  or  oppose  to  us ;  among 
whom,  there  were  divers  justly  in  great  reputation  for  grace  and 
wisdom. 

"  In  these  instances.  Sir,  of  my  conduct,  and  in  others,  (to  which 
you  were  not  privy,)  in  the  course  of  that  most  melancholy  conten- 
tion with  Mr.  Edwards,  I  now  see  that  I  was  very  much  influenced 
by  vast  pride,  self-sufficiency,  ambition,  and  vanity.  I  appear  to 
myself  vile,  and  doubtless  much  more  so  to  others,  who  are  more 
impartial ;  and  do,  in  the  review  thereof,  abhor  myself,  and  repent 
sorely :  and  if  my  own  heart  condemns  me,  it  behoves  me  solemnly 
to  remember,  that  God  is  greater  $uid  knoweth  all  things.  1  hereby 
own.  Sir,  that  such  treatment  of  Mr.  Edwards,  wherein  I  was  so 
deeply  concerned  and  active,  was  particularly  and  very  aggra- 
vatedly  sinful  and  ungrateful  in  me,  because  I  was  not  only  un- 
der the  common  obligations  of  each  individual  of  the  society  to 
him,  as  a  most  able,  diligent  and  faithful  pastor ;  but  I  had  also  re- 
ceived many  instances  of  his  tenderness,  goodness  and  generosity, 
to  me  as  a  young  kinsman,  whom  be  was  disposed  to  treat  in  a 
most  friendly  manner. 

"  Indeed,  Sir,  I  must  own,  that,  by  my  conduct  m  consulting  and 
acting  against  Mr.  inwards,  witlidn  the  time  of  our  most  unhappy 
di^Mites  with  him,  and  especially  in  and  about  that  abominable 
**  Remonstrance,"  I  have  so  far  symbolized  with  Balaam,  Ahitophel 
and  Judas,  that  I  am  confounded  and  filled  with  terror,  often- 
times, when  I  attend  to  the  most  painful  similitude.  And  I 
freely  confess,  that,  on  account  of  my  conduct  above  mentioned,  I 
have  the  greatest  reason  to  tremble  at  those  most  solemn  and 
awful  words  of  our  Saviour,  Matt,  xviii.  6,  Whoso  shaU  offend  one 
of  these  little  onesy  which  believe  tn  Vi€,  it  were  better  for  Mm  that  a 
miU'Stone  were  hanged  about  his  neck^  and  that  he  were  drovmed 
in  the  depth  of  the  sea;  and  those  in  Luke  x.  16,  He  thai  despiseth 
you  J  despisetn  me  ;  arid  he  that  despiseth  me,  despiseth  him  that  sent 
me;  and  I  am  most  sorely  senable  that  nothing  hut  that  infinite 
grace  and  mercy,  which  saved  some  of  the  betrayers  and  murder- 
ers of  our  blessed  Lord,  and  the  persecutors  o\  his  martyrs,  can 
pardon  me ;  in  which  alone  I  hope  for  pardon,  for  the  sake  of 
Christ,  whose  blood,  blessed  be  Crod,  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  Oil 
the  whole.  Sir,  I  am  con\miced,  that  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to 
aay  as  David,  "  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy 
loving  kindness,  according  to  thie  multitude  of  thv  tender  mercies, 
blot  out  my  transgressions;  wash  me  thoroughly  vom  mine  iniquity, 
and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin;  for  I  acknowledge  my  trans- 
gressions, and  my  sin  is  ever  before  me.  Hide  thy  face  fron 
Vol.  I.  54 
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my  ^Ds,  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities;  create  ia  me  a  cleas 
heart,  O  Grod,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me;  cast  me 
not  away  from  thy  presence,  and  take  not  thy  holy  Spirit  from  ttib ; 
restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free 
Spirit."     (Ps.  U.  1—3,  9—12.) 

"  And  I  humbly  apprehend,  that  it  greatly  concerns  the  church 
of  Northampton  most  seriously  to  examine,  Whether  the  many  hard 
speeches,  spoken  by  many  particular  members  against  their  former 
pastor,  some  of  which  the  church  really  countenanced,  (and  especial- 
ly those  spoken  by  the  church  as  a  body,  in  that  most  vile  "  Remon- 
strance,") are  not  so  odious  and  ungodly,  as  to  be  utterly  in- 
capable of  defence  ;  whether  the  said  church  were  not  guihy 
of  a  great  sm,  m  being  so  willing  and  disposed,  for  so  slight 
a  cause,  to  part  widi  so  faithful  and  godly  a  minister  as  Mr. 
Edwards  was ;  and  whether  ever  God  will  hold  us  guildess,  till 
we  cry  to  him  for  Christ's  sake  to  pardon  and  save  us  from  that 
judgment,  which  such  ungodly  deeds  deserve.  And  I  most  hear- 
tily wish  and  pray,  that  the  town  and  church  of  Northampton 
would  seriously  and  carefully  examine,  Whether  they  have  not 
abundant  cause  to  judge,  that  they  are  now  lying  under  great 
guih  in  the  sight  of  God ;  and  whether  those  of  us,  who  were  con- 
cerned in  that  most  awful  contention  with  Mr.  Edwards,  can  ever 
more  reasonably  expect  Grod's  favoiu*  and  blessing,  till  our  eyes 
are  opened,  and  we  become  thoroughly  convinced  diat  we  have 
greatly  provoked  the  Most  High,  and  have  been  injurious  to 
one  of  the  best  of  men ;  and  until  we  shall  be  thoroughly  eon- 
vinced,  that  we  have  dreadfully  persecuted  Christ,  by  persecut- 
ing and  vexing  that  just  man,  and  servant  of  Christ;  until  we 
shall  be  humble  as  m  the  dust  on  account  of  it,  and  till  we 
openly,  in  frill  terms,  and  without  baulking  the  matter,  confess 
the  same  before  the  world,  and  most  humbly  and  earnestly  seek 
forgiveness  of  God,  and  do  what  we  can  to  honour  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  clear  if  of  all  tlie  aspersions  which  we 
unjusdy  cast  upon  him ;  since  God  has  been  pleased  to  put  it 
Beyond  our.  power  <o  ask  his  forgiveness.  Such  terms,  I  am 
persuaded,  the  great  and  righteous  God  will  hold  us  to,  and  that  it 
will  be  vain  for  us  to  hope  to  escape  with  impunity  in  any  other 
way.  This  I  am  convinced  of  with  regard  to  myself,  and  this 
way  I  most  solemnly  propose  to  take  myself,  (if  (Sod  in  his  mercy 
shall  give  me  opportunity)  that  so,  by  making  free  confession 
to  God  and  man  of  my  sin  and  guilt,  and  publicly  taking  shame  to 
myself,  I  may  give  glory  to  the  God  of  Israel,  and  do  what  in 
me  lies  to  clear  tlie  memory  of  that  venerable  man  from  die 
wrongs  and  injuries,  I  was  so  active  in  bringing  on  his  reputati<m 
and  character ;  and  I  thank  God,  that  he  has  been  pleased  to 
spare  ray  life  to  this  time,  and  am  sorry  that  I  have  delayed  the 
anair  so  long. 
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*'  Although  I  made  the  substance  of  almost  all  the  foregomg  re- 
lecdoDsin  writing,  but  not  exactly  in  the  same  manner,  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards and  the  brethren  who  adhered  to  him,  in  Mr.  Edwards'  life, 
and  before  he  removed  from  Stockbridge,  and  I  have  reason  to 
belive  that  he,  from  his  great  candour  and  charity,  heartily  forgave 
me  and  prayed  for  me:  yet,  because  that  Was  not  generally 
Jmown,  I  lodi:  on  myself  obliged  to  take  further  steps;  for  wkUe  I 
kqpi  silence  my  bone*  waxed  old,  &c.  For  all  these  my  great  sins 
therefore,  in  the  first  place,  I  humbly  and  most  eamesdy  ask  for- 

Sveness  of  God ;  in  the  next  place,  of  the  relatives  and  near 
lends  of  Mr.  Edwards.  I  also  ask  the  forgiveness  of  all  those, 
who  were  called  Mr.  Iklwards'  adherents ;  and  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  ecclesiastical  councils  above  mentioned ;  and  lasdy  of 
all  christian  people,  who  have  had  any  knowledge  of  these  matters. 

"  I  have  no  desire.  Sir,  that  you  should  make  any  secret  of  this 
letter ;  but  that  you  would  communicate  the  same  to  whom  you 
shall  judge  proper  :  and  I  purpose,  if  God  shall  give  me  opportuni- 
ty, to  procure  it  to  be  published  in  some  one  of  the  public  news- 
papers ;  for  I  cannot  devise  any  other  way  of  making  known  my 
sentiments  of  the  foregoing  matters  to  all,  who  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainted therewith,  and  therefore  I  think  I  ought  to  do  it,  whatever 
remarks  I  may  forsee  will  be  made  thereon.  Probably,  when  it 
comes  out,  some  of  my  acquaintance  will  pronounce  me  quite  over- 
run with  vapours ;  others  will  be  furnished  with  matter  for  mirth 
and  pleasantry;  others  will  cursorily  pass  it  over,  as  relating  to 
matters  qmte  stale ;  but  some,  I  am  persuaded,  will  rejoice  to  see 
me  brought  to  a  sense  of  my  sin  and  duty ;  and  I  myself  shall  be 
conscious,  that  I  have  done  something  of  what  the  nature  of  the 
case  admits,  towards  undoing  what  is,  and  long  has  been,  to  my 
greatest  remorse  and  trouble,  that  it  was  ever  done. 

^^  Sir,  I  desire  that  none  would  entertain  a  thought,  from  my 
having  spoken  respectfully  of  Mr.  Edwards,  that  I  am  disafecteo 
to  "Our  present  pastor ;  for  the  very  reverse  is  true ;  and  I  have  a 
reverend  esteem,  real  value,  and  hearty  affection  for  him,  and  bless 
Grod,  that  he  has,  notwithstanding  all  our  former  unworthiness,  given 
us  one  to  succeed  Mr.  Edwards,  who,  as  I  have  reason  to  hope,  is 
truly  faithful. 

"  I  conclude  this  k)ng  letter,  by  heartily  desiring  your  prayers, 
that  my  repentance  of  my  sins  above  mentioned  may  be  unfeigned 
and  genuine,  and  such  as  God  in  infinite  mercy,  for  C{mst's  sake, 
will  accept ;  and  I  beg  .leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

"  Sir,  your  real,  though  very  unworthy  friend, 
"  and  obedient  servant, 

"  JesEPu  Hawlet." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Review  of  the  Dismission  of  Mr.  Edwards. — Causes. — Conduct 
of  the  Parties. — Designs  of  Providence^ 

The  facts  connected  with  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Edwards  from 
Northampton,  so  far  as  they  have  come  within  my  knowledge,  have 
DOW  been  detailed.  An  event  so  singular,  so  unhappy  in  itself, 
and  so  important  in  its  consequences,  and  in  its  connection  with 
the  ecclesiastical  history  of  New-England,  deserves  no  ordinary 
attention.  In  examining  its  bearing  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, w^  are  compelled  to  consider  the  Causes  which  led  to  it, 
and  the  Conduct  of  the  various  parties  concerned. 

In  reviewing  the  Causes,  which  led  to  this  melancholy  event,  it 
cannot  fail  to  strike  the  reader,  that,  agreeably  to  the  confession  of 
his  most  violent  opposers  and  most  bitter  enemies,  no  solitary  in- 
stance of  misconduct,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Edwards,  is  to  be  enu- 
merated among  those  causes.  No  allegatkm  of  imprudence,  or 
impropriety,  in  him  or  his  familv,  no  mention  of  any  unfaithfulness, 
or  neglect  of  duty,-— of  any  mult,  either  of  commission  or  of 
omission,  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  documents  connected  with  the 
whole  series  of  transactions,  from  the  beginning  to  the  close.  The 
only  charges  brought  against  him,  were, — ^that  he  had  changed  his 
opinion,  with  regard  to  the  Scriptural  Qualifications  for  admission 
to  the  Church ;  that  he  was  very  pertinacious  in  adhering  to  his 
new  opinions;  and  that,  in  this  way,  he  gave  his  people  a  great 
\  deal  of  trouble.  When  we  remember  the  great  and  general  ex- 
citement, prevailing  for  so  long  a  time  in  the  town,  the  acrimony  of 
feeling,  and  the  severity  of  censure,  so  exten^vely  manifested ; 
no  higher  proof  than  this  can  be  furnished,  of  uncommon  purity 
and  excellence,  on  the  part  of  an  individual  or  his  family. 

Among  the  Causes,  which  led  to  tliis  separation,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  following  :  the  Existing  State  of  the  Church  at  that  pe- 
riod ;  the  attempt  to  maintain  purity  of  Discipline,  in  the  case  of 
some  of  its  younger  members ;  the  perscmal  hostility  of  the  — — 
fail  y ;  and  above  all,  the  conscientious  scruples  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
as  to  the  admission  of  unconverted  members  into  the  christian 
Church.  All  these,  if  we  mistake  not,  so  far  as  Mr.  Edwards  had 
anv  connection  with  tliem,  will  be  found  highly  honourable  to  his 
character. 

The  Existing  State  of  the  Church  of  Northampton,,  at  this  time. 
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deserves  our  notice.  It  was,  and  had  long  been,  very  large ;  em* 
bracing  almost  all  the  married  adults  of  the  congregation,  as  well  as 
a  con^derable  proportion  of  the  youths  of  both  sexes.  This  state 
of  things,  considered  in  itself  merely,  and  without  reference  to  the 
particular  character  or  condition  of  any  given  body  of  xhrisdans,  is 
now,  and  always  hitherto  has  been,  a  suspicious  circumstance,  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  vital  religion,  in  any  church  of  Christ.  Wliere  a 
church  includes  the  great  body  of  a  congregation,  it  must  have  been 
for  a  considerable  period,  and  still  is,  the  faskian^  to  belong  to  it ; 
and,  not  to  belong  to  it,  involves,  of  course,  a  species  of  public  dis- 
grace* In  such  circumstances,  very  strong  inducements  are  held 
out  to  irreligious  men,  to  persuade  themselves,  in  some  way  or 
#ther,  that  they  have  become  chrisdans,  and  so  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  christian  church. 

In  national  churches,  and  in  those  sects  or  denominations,  which 
erect  no  effectual  barrier  against  the  incursions  of  an  unconverted 
world,  we  find  the  mass  of  the  population,  and  among  these,  of 
course,  a  vast  multitude  of  the  ungodly,  uniting  themselves  to  the 
visible  family  of  Christ,  and,  by  their  numbers  and  their  influence, 
givii^  to  tlMirsection  of  it  to  which  they  belong,  as  a  body,  their 
own  worldly  character. 

In  churches,  which  aim  at  a  more  exact  conformity  to  the  scrip- 
tural rules,  m  preventing  the  admission  of  unrenewed  persons  into 
their  number,  tiiere  is,  in  the  state  of  things  we  have  mentioned,  a 
constant  danger  fix)m  this  source.     There  is  so,  with  regard  to  the 
admission  of  unworthy  members.  Such  churches  become  thus  large, 
in  consequence  of  powerful  revivals  of  religion.     A  revival  of  reli- 
gion is  a  season  of  high  excitement  in  the  body  of  a  congregation, 
even  when  nothing  moves  them  but  the  truth  of  God,  applied  di- 
rectly to  die  conscience ;  but  especially  is  this  true,  when,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  artificial  means  are  employed,  as  they  sometimes  un- 
happily are,  to  rouse  the  feelmgs  of  the  church,  and  die  passions  of 
the  people  at  large.     In  such  a  state  of  tilings,  when  the  hnmedi- 
ate  presence  and  direct  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  generally 
felt,  and  universally  acknowledged,  when  convictions  of  sin  are 
wrought,  with  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  power,  in  almost  every  un- 
renewed mind,  when  every  such  mind  is  conscious  of  anxiety  and 
alarm,  as  to  its  final  welfare,  and  when  great  numbers  are  really 
pressing  into  the  kmgdom  of  Grod ;  those,  who  have  long  wished  to 
be  in  the  church,  because  it  is  fashionable  and  reputable  to  be 
there,  and  because,  when  there,  they  hope  to  feel  a  sense  of  safety, 
having  heard  from  those  around  them  the  feelings  and  the  language 
of  Zion,  easily  persuade  themselves,  that  the  same  change  has 
passed  on  them,  which  others,  already  acknowledged  to  be  chris- 
tians, have  experienced,  and  therefore  offer  themselves  as  candi- 
dates for  admission  to  the  church.     In  deciding  on  the  questicm, 
whether  they  shall  be  admitted,  both  the  church  and  the  minister 
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are  in  more  than  ordinary  danger  of  deciding  wrong.  ITie  fed« 
ings  of  both  are  powerfuUy  excited,  and  of  coarse  their  minds  art 
less  likely  to  make  up  a  judgment,  founded  merely  on  evidence. 
Both  are  conscious,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  present  in  die  midst  of 
them,  carrying  on  his  own  appropriate  work  of  convictbn  and  con- 
version, with  divine  power  and  glory.  Both  have  a  lively  compas- 
sion for  impenitent  sinners;  both  wish  the  enlargement  of  the 
church ;  and  the  minister,  perhaps,  is  fondly  anticipating  the  time^ 
when  he  can  ^eak  of  the  scoresy  if  not  of  the  hundreds^  of  his  spi- 
ritual children.  The  individuals  examined,  spedk  a  common  hm- 
guage,  and  tell  a  common  story — ^a  story  sometimes  learned  by- 
rote.  Of  a  change,  all  are  conscious ;  and  it  is  a  change  in  their 
views  and  feelings,  on  the  subject  of  religion.  They  do  not  discri- 
minate, with  regard  to  themselves,  or  one  another ;  and  the  appa* 
rent  difference  among  them  is  usually  not  so  great,  as  to  enable 
others  to  make  any  satisfactory  discrimination.  All  indulge  hc^ 
concerning  themselves,  and  each  has  already  satisfied  numbers  of 
his  own  conversion.  All  also,  during  the  months,  or  perhaps  weekif 
that  have  elapsed,  since  this  hope  was  cherished,  have  broken  off 
iheir  external  sans ;  and  none  have  had  a  sufficient  length  of  trial 
to  decide,  whether  they  have  gained  a  decisive  victory  over  th# 
sins  of  the  heart.  The  time  for  admission  is  come ;  all  beHeve  that 
they  have  resolved  to  lead  a  life  of  religion ;  and  no  very  satisfac- 
tory reason  can  be  given,  why  one  should  be  taken,  and  another 
left.  In  these  circumstances,  when  ardent  zeal,  and  lively  hopOi 
and  tender  compassion,  are  to  sit  as  umpires ;  it  is  not  surprising 
diat,  even  in  such  churches,  multitudes  of  unrenewed  men  should 
succeed  in  their  application  for  admission. 

But  the  danger  is  at  least  equally  great,  with  regard  to  the  gene- 
ral state  of  religion  in  such  churches.  As  the  church  embraces 
the  body  of  the  congregation,  it  is  the  stronger  party,  and  can  cany 
its  own  measures,  without  opposition.  Strong  in  itself,  in  its  own 
numbers,  wisdom,  wealth  and  resources,  it  loses  its  sense  of  depen- 
dence, not  only  on  the  aid  of  the  congregation,  but  on  the  care  and 
protection  of  its  Head.  The  members  of  such  a  church  cease  to 
fear  the  gaze  of  the  surrounding  world,  and  gradually  lose  the 
watchfulness  and  circumspection,  which  the  dread  of  that  gaze  usu- 
ally inspires.  This  is  true  even  of  those,  who  are  thought  to  fiir- 
niiti  evidence  of  their  own  piety. 

What  shall  we  say  then,  of  the  multitude,  who  have  been  thus 
improperly  admitted  ?  When  their  ardour  has  once  abated,  they 
have  nothing  left,  to  lead  them  even  to  an  external  conformity  to 
the  rules  of  the  Gospel,  except  a  regard  to  reputation,  a  fear  of 
ecclesiastical  censure,  or  of  the  loss  of  that  mistaken  hope,  which 
they  cherish  of  their  own  safety.  The  consequence  is,  that,  find- 
ing no  enjoyment  in  religion,  they  relinquish  the  performance  of 
one  external  duty  after  another,  and  allow  themselves  m  the  prac- 
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tice  of  one  and  another  secret  sin,  until  their  lives  are  as  reaOy,  if 
not  as  obvioudy,  worldly  and  irreligious,  as  they  were  before  their 
annexation  to  the  church.  Such  men,  when  constituting  a  nume- 
rous body  in  a  given  church,  unite  for  common  defence,  and  keep 
each  other  in  countenance.  By  their  numbers,  their  example  and 
their  influence,  they  difiiise  a  spirit  of  worldly-mmdedness  dirough 
the  whole  body,  oppose  every  measure  designed  for  its  reforma- 
tion, and  eflfectualfy  prevent  the  discipline  of  the  church. 

All  this  must  have  been  emphatically  realized  in  the  Church  of 
Northampton.  The  two  principal  safeguards,  against  the  admis- 
sion of  irreligious  men  into  the  church,  are,  the  dread  of  making  aa 
unsound  profession  of  religion,  on  the  part  of  the  candidate,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  firm  conviction  in  his  mind,  that  such  a  profession  in- 
volves very  great  guilt  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  leading  of  course  to 
thorough  selif-examination ;  and  an  established  rule  on  the  part  of 
the  church,  that  none  shall  be  received,  who  do  not,  when  examin- 
ed, furnish  satisfactbry  evidence  of  conversion.  These  two  safe- 
guards had  now  been  removed  from  the  Church  of  Northampton, 
tor  forty-five .  years ;  and  this,  under  the  express  sanction,  and  by 
the  immediate  agency,  of  so  wise  and  good  a  man  as  Mr.  Stoddard  ; 
and  the  people  had  been  taught  to  bekeve,  that,  although  piety  was 
necessary  for  salvation,  it  was  not  necessary  for  Church-member- 
ship; but  that  communion  at  the  Lord's  Supper  was  at  once  the 
duty  and  the  privilege,  of  unconverted  men,. as  such,  and  the  most 
probable  means  of  then:  conversion.  Such  had  been  the  actual 
practice  of  the  church,  during  this  long  period ;  and  five  revivals 
of  religbn,  (those  in  1712  and  1718,  that  in  1727,  and  those  in  ^'U^^^'^' 
1734,  and<l749>— the  first,  and  the  last  two,  of  uncommon  extent  iht^  ^^ 
and  power,)  during  which  almost  all  the  existing  members  of  the  1 7  v  a  '' 
church  had  made  a  profession  of  religion,  had  occurred  since  the  ^ 

practice  was  introduced.  The  faithfiil  labours  of  Mr.  Stoddard 
and  Mr.  Edwards,  during  this  long  period,  had  indeed  been  efii- 
cacious,  in  preventing  many  of  the  evils  which  might  otherwise 
have  been  introduced.  But,  if  it  is  so  difficult  to  prevent  many 
false  professions,  ui  powerful  revivals  of  religion,  even  in  those 
churches  where  the  candidate  is  most  faithfully  examined,  and 
most  abundandy  cautioned,  respecting  the  danger  and  guilt  of  a 
false  profession,  and  solemnly  warned  to  examine  himself  with  the 
utmost  care,  because  the  chief  and  ultimate  responsibility  rests  on 
himself;  how  impossible  must  it  have  been  to  prevent  them  here, 
where  the  whole  body  of  anxious  enquirers  were  told,  under  the 
sanction  of  a  name  so  much  venerated,  that  it  was  their  duty  and 
their  privilege,  to  make  an  immediate  profession  of  religion,  and,  if 
unconverted,  that  it  would  be  the  most  probable  means  of  their  con- 
version ?  No  one,  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Church,  or  with 
the  nature  of  man,  will  hesitate  to  say,  that  such  a  church  must  have  em- 
bodied within  its  pale,  an  unhappy  proportion  of  hypocrisy,  worldly- 
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Hiindedness  and  irreligion ;  or  will  be  surprized  to  find  its  members,  on 
the  first  plausible  occasion,  uniting  as  a  body  in  opposing  the  preva- 
lence of  truth,  and  the  welfare  of  real  religion. 

For  this  state  of  things  in  the  church,  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  re- 
qK>nsibIe.     It  had  been  introduced  in   1704,  twen^-three  years 
before  his  setdement,  by  Mr.  Stoddard,  his  grandfather,  whose  col- 
league he  was  in  the  ministry,  after  a  public  controversy  with  Dr. 
Mather  of  Boston ;  in  which,  in  the  view  of  the  churches  in  Hamp- 
shire, he  had  come  off  victorious.     The  father  of  Mr.  Edwards,  at 
East  Windsor,  had  indeed  pursued  a  different  course  ;  but  aD  the 
churches  in  that  large  and  populous  county,  except  twOj  and  all 
the  ministers  except  three j  sided  with  Mr.  Stoddard.     The  subject, 
except  in  this  instance,  had  not  been  made  a  matter  of  contrbverqr 
or  of  discussion ;  and  the  Treatise  of  Dr.  Mather  was  far  less  sa- 
tisfactory and  definitive,  than  might  well  have  been  wished  from 
one,  who  was  indeed  the  champion  of  the  truth.     It  is  not  surprising^ 
therefore,   that  Mr.  Edwards,  being  settled  under  the  auspices 
\    of  Mr.  Stoddard,  having  never  examined  the  subject  for  himself^ 
and  having  nothing  to  call  his  attention  directly  to  tne  lawfulness  or 
unlawfidness  of  the  practice,  should  have  entered  upon  it  of  course, 
and  have  pursued  it,  until  something  should  occur  to  convince  him» 
that  it  was  altogether  unscriptural.     But,  while  he  thus  acceded 
to  the  existing  state  of  things,  he  did  every  thing  probably,  which 
any  one  man  could  have  done,  to  promote  the  piety,  the  purity 
and  the  salvation,  of  the  church  and  congregation  at  Northampton. 
The  united  attempt  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church  to  main- 
tain purity  of  Discipline,  was  another  of  the  causes,  which  led  ta 
his  separation  fit>m  his  people.     Tbe  ofi^nce,  of  which  some  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  church  were  accused^— that  of  exten- 
sively circulating  books  of  an  impure  and  grossly  licentious  charac- 
ter, among  persons  of  their  own  age,  of  both  sexes,  for  the  purpose 
ofpromoting  licentiousness  of  conversation  and  conduct, — deserved, 
if  ever  an  offence  deserved,  and,   in  any  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  have  received,  the  unqualified  censure  of  any  Christian 
ehurch.    A  complaint  being  made  to  Mr.  Edwards,  as  the  mode- 
rator of  the  church,  against  those  individuals,  and  supported  by  ap- 
parently satisfactory  evidence ;  it  was  of  course  his  duty  to  lay  it 
before  the  church.     This  he  did,  widiout  naming  the  individuals ;  • 
and  the  church,  shocked  at  the  grossness  of  this  conduct,  yielded 
to  their  own  first  convictions  of  duty,  and  unanimously  voted,  that  the 
o&nce  charged  ought  to  be  investigated,  and,  if  proved,  ought  to 
be  followed  by  the  Discipline  of  the  Church.     With  the  like  una- 
nimity, they  appointed  Mr.  Edwards  and  several  of  their  number  a 
Committee,  to  pursue  the  investigation.     The  manner,  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards  invited  the  young  people  to  meet  the  Committee, 
without  distinguishing  the  witnesses  ^om  the  accused,  whether  a 
matter  of  inadvertence  on  his  part,  or  not,  was  the  very  manner,  in 
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which  most  other  persons  would  probably  have  given  the  invitation  ; 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  was  the*  only  manner,  which  propriety 
could  have  justified.  •  An  accusation  had  been  made  against  certain 
individuals,  sustained,  in  the  view  of  Mr.  Edwards,  by  evidence 
sufficient  to  justify  him,  in  communicating  the  fact  to  the  church. 
He  did  so,  without  naming  the  parties  accused.  The  church,  in- 
stead of  calling  for  their  names,  voted  that  the  Committee  should 
investigate  th6  case ;  and,  if  the  evidence  appeared  to  support  it, 
should  lay  it  before  the  church.  With  such  a  vote  to  guide  him, 
it  would  have  been  whoHy  incorrect  in  Mr.  Edwards,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee,  to  have  publicly  mentioned  the  names  of  the 
persons  accused;  for  the  Committee  did  not  know  but  that  they 
were  innocent;  alid,  if  they  were  innocent,  to  have  named  them 
in  this  manner,  would  have  been,  to  fix  a  most  unjust  stigma  upon 
their  characters.  As,  therefore,  both  the  accused  and  the  witnesses 
must  be  present  before  the  Committee  ;  justice,  as  well  as  kmd- 
ness,  demanded,  that  they  should  be  named  without  discrimina- 
tion. 

We  have  seeti,  that  the  individuals  thus  named  were  very  nu- 
naefous;  that  some  one  or  more  of  them  belonged  to  almost  every 
infltiential  family,  in  the  cliurch,  and  in  the  town ;  that  the  great 
body  of  the  members  of  the  church,  who  had  just  voted  at  once 
to  investigate  the  charge,  and,  if  found  true,  to  punish  the  offenders, 
on  hearing  the  napies  of  dieir  own  children  or  relatives  mentioned, 
(Aough  diey  did  not  know  but  they  were  summotied  merely  as 
witnesses,)  immediately  changed  their  minds,  and  determined  if 
possible  to  stop  the  enquiry ;  and  that  they  encouraged  the  young 
people,  in  openhr  ccMitemning  the  authority  of  Mr.  Edwards  and 
the  Church.  How  different  was  the  conduct  even  of  a  heathen, 
who,  on  discovering  his  son  to  have  been  guilty  of  an  offence, 
which  the  laws  of  his  coimtry  punished  with  death,  could  himself, 
wheii  atting  as  judge,  utter  the  fatal  order, "  I,  lictor,  liga  ad  palum," 
from  that  of  these  professed  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
who  first  voted  the  offence  to  deserve  the  discipline  of  the  church, 
and  then,"  fi-om  an  apprehension  that  their  own  sons  might  be  among 
those  accused  of  committing  it, .  resolved  at  all  hazards  to  prevent 
the  investigation,  which  might  establish  their  guilt.  They  first  v6- 
ted  that  the  honour  of  Christ,  and  the  purity  of  his  church,  demand- 
ed the  investigation;  and  then  would  not  suffer  it  to  proceed,  be- 
cause their  own  sons  might  be  found -among  the  guilty.  Such  was 
the  conduct  of  a  sufficient  number  of  a  church,  consisting  of  more 
than  seven  hundred  members,  to  put  a  stop  to  a  case  of  christian 
discipline,  whidh  ihey  had  unanimously  resolved  to  pursue :  Ma^. 
X.  37,  "  He  that  loveth  son  or  daughter  more  than  me  is  not  worthy 
of  me.^^ 

The  personal  hostility  of  the family,  residing  originally  in 

an  adjoining  town,  was  another  cause  of  exciting  opposition    to 
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Mr.  Edwards,  among  the  people  of  Northampton.  This  hostility 
originated,  during  tlie  revival  of  religion  in  1734.  At  diatlame, 
there  was  a  prevailing  tendency,  in  the  coimty,  and  the  province, 
towards  Arminianism ;  and  the  individual,  with  whom  this  hostility 
corrimenced,  appears  to  have  been  strongly  biassed  in  its  favour- 
When  Mr.  Edwards  came  forward  publicly  to  oppose  it,  par- 
ticularly in  his  discourses  on  Justification,  with  so  much  talent 
and  success ;  he  tliought  proper  to  interfere,  and  in  a  sense  to  de- 
mand, tliat  ]VIr.  lid  wards  should  desist  from  the  undertaking.  His 
failure  to  comply  with  this  demand  occasioned  a  violent  hostility ; 
which,  being  only  rendered  raneourous  by  the  publication  of  these 
discourses,  and  by  the  firmness  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  doing  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  own  duty^  was  at  length  communicated  to  vari- 
ous members  of  the  family  of  a  superior  character,  residing  in  more 
distant  parts  of  the  country.  For  the  fourteen  year^  following  thtft 
revivalj  the  individual  in  question,  a  near  relative  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
often  too  visiting  Northampton,  and  always  riding  by  his  house,  re- 
fused except  in  three  instances  to  enter  his  door;  though  Mr.  Ed- 
wards regularly  called  on  him  and  his  family,  and,  according  to  his 
own  statement  in  a  subsequent  letter,  did  all  in. his  power  to  win 
his  kindness.  Probably  nothing  could  more  effectually  have  rivet- 
ted  this  hostility,  and  rendered  the  breach  irremediable, 'tiiian  die 
attempt  made  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  change  the  viqws  of  the  church 
at  Northampton,  and  of  the  country  at  large,  as  to  the  qualifications 
for  christian  communion,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sentinoents  of 
Mr.  Stoddard.  When  the  difiiculties  in  the  church  had  fairly 
commenced,  this  gendeman  came  often  to  Northampton,  to  advise 
with  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  and  threw  his  whole  influence 
into  that  scale.  His  brother,  also,  residing  at  a  distance,  warmly 
espoused  the  same  cause,  and  continued,  as  long  as  he  resided  in 
the  Country,  th^  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of  Mr.  Edwards*  . 
enemies.  When  that  brother  went  abroad,  he  himself  discharged 
the  same  office,  with  great  zeal  and  fidelity,  regularly  helping  for- 
ward the  spirit  of  disaffection  and  hostility,  until  the  separation  was 
effected. 

But  the  prime  cause  of  this  unhappy  event,  and  that,  without 
which  it  would  not  have  taken  place,  was  the  change  in  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' views,  respecting  the  qualifications  for  comniunion  at  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Having  been  educated  in  a  church,  in  which  a 
stricter  practice  had  prevailed,  he  had  some  degree  of  hesitation 
about  the  correctness  of  the  other  mode,  even  at  the  time  of  his 
ordination.  But  he  never  had  examined  the  subject ;  die  contro- 
versy respecting  it  was  over,  and  it  had  long  ceased  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  the  country ;  the  clergy  and  their  churches  had 
taken  their  ^des,  and  great  numbers  of  both  throughout  New- 
England,  and  almost  all  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  had  adopted  the 
lax  method;  other  churches  were  becoming  more  and  more  fa- 
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vourable  to  it;  his  own  colleague  and  grandfather,  the  man,  whom 
frpm  his  infancy  he  had  been  taught  to  regard  with  the  highest  ve- 
qeratioQ,  the  man,  every  where  known  as  "  the  venerable  Stod- 
dard," the  man  of  vrfsdom,  and  piety,  and  of  commanding  influ- 
ence, not  only  at  Northampton,  but  throughout  die  province,  had 
been  its  cha^pipion ;  no  very  able  work,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  had  then  been  written;  many  arguments  of  great  plausi- 
bility could  certainly  be  adduced  in  its  favour ;  and  many  clergy- 
men, .  of.  sound  understanding  and  unquestioned  piety,  had  been 
convinced  hj  these  arguments,  that  this  was  the  mode  of  admission 
pointed  out  m  the  word  of  Grod :  in  these  circumstances,  it  is  not 
surprizing  that  a  young  man  of  ttoenty-three  should  conclude,  that 
the  practice^^was  probably  right,  aixd  adopt  it  of  course. 

The  change,  in  Mr.  Edwards'  views  on  this  subject,  did  not  take 
place  suddenly,  but  was  the  result  of  time  and  circumstances,  and 
the  effect  of  long  and  laborious  investigation.  In  the  revival  of 
1734,  a  considerable  number  of  those,  who  became  communi- 
cants, appear  to  have  discovered,  ultimately,  no  evidence  of  the 
christian  character,  and  no  interest  in  religion.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  christian  church,  without  one  characteristic  to  qualify 
them  for  belonging  to  it.  This  fact,  unquestionably,  led  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  doubt  the  propriety  of  their  admission.  His  doubts  must 
have  been  greatly  strengthened,  m  the  subsequent  revival  of  1 740 ; 
when  a  still  larger  number  of  the  same  description  ap}>ear  to  have 
been  admitted;  and,  especially,  when  he  saw  them,  in  1744,  uni- 
ting their  whole  strength  and  influence  to  prevent  die  wholesome 
discipline  of  the  church,  and  drawing  aft^r  them  great  numbers  of 
a  better  character.  These  events  of  providence  must  have  set  in 
a  striking  light  the  absurdity,  and  the  danger,  of  unsanctified  pro- 


The  more  Mr.  Edwards  examined  the  subject,  the  more  were 
his  convictions  strengthened,  that  the  prevailing  mode  of  admission 
was  irrational  and  unscriptural.  As  he  knew  that  the  question  was 
a  practical  one,  one  on  which  he  must  act,  when  his  mind  was  ful- 
ly made  up,  and  that  his  acting  against  the  lax  mode  of  admission, 
(to  which  his  conscience  would  of  course  constrain  him,  if  he  was 
ultimately  convinced  that  it  was  unlawful,)  would  be  followed  with 
important  consequences,  not  only  to  himself  and  his  family,  but  to 
the  people  of  Northampton,  and  to  the  whole  church  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  he  read,  witii  care,  every  treatise  he  could  find,  in  favour  of 
the  lax  mode  of  admission,  and  endeavoured  to  allow  every  argu- 
ment on  that  side  its  full  weight;  that,  if  at  length  compelled  to 
take  the  other  side,  he  might  certainly  know  diat  it  was  the  side  of 
truth,  and  that  no  argument  could  shake  it. 

It  should  here  be  remembered,  that,  while  Mr.  Edwards  was 
thus  carefully  and  conscientiously  examining  this  sulgect,  he  per- 
fectly knew,  that  he  could  not  openly  take  the  side  of  strict  com- 
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munion,  without  immioent  hazard  of  sacrificing  tlie  comfort  and 
hopes  of  himself  and  his  family.  The  church  and  people  of  North- 
ampton, with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice,  were  most  bigotedly  at- 
tached to  the  other  mode:  some  of  them,  because  they  believed  it 
the  scriptural  mode,  and  conscientiously  regarded  the  sacrament 
as  a  converting  ordinance ;  others,  because  it  was  tlic  lax  mode, 
and  of  course  grateful -to  a  mind  governed  by  lax  principles ;  and 
all,  because  it  had  been  introduced  and  defended  by  Mr.  Stoddard, 
and  had  now  been  practised  for  neariy  half  a  century.  If  lie  es- 
poused the  stricter  mode,  he  must  come  out  publicly  in  its  defence, 
and  of  course  in  direct  opposition,  to  his  grandfather.  The 
churches  and  clergy  of  the  county,  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice, 
were  absolutely  determined  to  maintain  that  mode,  and  woidd,  in 
that  case,  be  decidedly  opposed  to  him.  The  minister  of  Spring- 
field had  not  forgotten  the  opposition^  made  by  him  to  his  own'  set- 
dement.     Four  others  of  the  clergy  were  connected  with  the 

family,  and  accustomed  to  act  with  them  of  course^  Numbers 
of  the  clergy,  were  either  openly  or  coverdy  Arminian  in  senti- 
ment ;  and,  m  consequence  of  the  syccessful  attacks  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards on  their  own  system  of  faith  and  practice,  were  by  no  means 
to  be  regarded  as  his  iriends.  He  was  past  forty-five  years  of  age ; 
he  was  almost  wholly  without  property;  and  he  had  eight  children 
all  dependent  on  his  salary  for  their  support.  That  salary  was 
the  largest  salary  paid  by  any  country  congregation  in  New-Eng- 
land. If  he  came  out  openly  on  this  side,  he  well  knew  that  his 
church  and  people,  in  a  body,  would  turn  against  him,  and  demand 
his  dismission ;  and  that  the  clergy  and  churches  of  the  county, 
wIk)  would  in  all  probability  be  the  umpires  in  case  of  any  contro- 
versy, would,  widi  scarce  an  exception,  side  with  his  people. 
Rare  indeed  is  the  instance,  in  wliich  any  individual  has  entered 
on  the  investigation  of  a  difficult  point  in  casuistry,  with  so  many 
motives  to  bias  his  judgment.  Yet  Mr.  Edwards,  in  examining 
the  arguments  on  both  sides,  seems  from  the  beginnmg  to  have 
risen  above  every  personal  con^deration,  and  to  have  been  guided 
only  by  his  conscience.  At  every  step  of  his  progress  towards 
the  ultimate  result,  he  saw  these  accumulated  evils  before  liim ; 
and,  when  his  mind  at  length  decided,  that  he  could  never  more, 
with  a  clear  conscience,  receive  any  one  into  the  church,  upon 
the  lax  plan  of  admission ;  he  threw  himself  on  the  care  and  pro- 
tection of  a  faithful  God  with  .the  very  trust  and  courage  of  a 
martyr. 

Having  thus  found,  that  a  minute  survey  of  the  causes,  idiich 
led  to  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Edwards,  only  serves  to  exhibit  iiis 
evangelical  integrity,  and  the  general  excellence  of  his  christian 
character,  in  a  clearer  and  stronger  light ;  we  will  now  review  the 
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conduct  of  the  various  parties,  connected  with  this  unhappy  contro- 
ve^,  from  its  conunencement  to  its  close. 

Ijie  time  and  manner,  adopted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  for  making  his 
sentiments  known,  are  worthy  of  our  observation.  Several  years 
before  the  ultimate  crisis,  his  mind  was  so  far  settled  as  to  the  sub- 
ject of  his  enquiry,  that  he  found,  unless  he  could  obtain  more 
light  with  regard  to  it,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  receive 
any  one  into  the  church,  according  to  the  existing  mode  of  admis- 
sion. At  this  tune,  he  *'  freely  and  openly  expressed  this  opinion, 
before  several  of  the  people ;  which  occasioned  it  to  be  talked  oi 
among  many  in  the  town,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  land."  In 
the  work  on  Hdigious  Affections,  albo,  he  intentionally  gave  very 
exf^cit  intimations  of  hb  views  of  Visible  Christians,  and  of  tlie 
nature  of  a  Christian  Profession  ;  particularly,  in  the  following  re- 
ngiarks :  "  A  Profession  of  Christianity  implies  a  profession  of  all, 
that  bebngs  to  the  essence  of  Christianity. — ^The  profession  roust  be 
of  the  thmg  professed.  For  a  man  to  profess  chnstianity,  is  for  him 
to  declare  that  he  has  it;  and  therefore,  so  much  as  belongs  to  a 
txue  definition  of  a  diing,  so  much  is  essential  to  a  true  declaration 
of  diat  thing.  If  we  take  only  a-  part  of  Christianity,  and  leave  out 
an  essential  part ;  what  vre  take  is  not  Christianity,  because  some- 
thing of  the  e^ence  of  it  is  wanting.  So  if  wq  profess  only  a  part, 
and  leave  put  an  essential  part ;  what  we  profess  is  not  Christianity. 
Thus,  in  order  to  a  profession  of  Christianity,  we  must  profess,  that 
we  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah, — and  that  Jesus  made  satis- 
faction for  our  sins,  and  other  essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel ; 
because  a  belief  of  these  things  is  essential  to  Christianity.  But 
other  things  are  as  essential  to  religion,  as  an  orthodox  belief; 
which,  of  course,  it  is  as  necessary  that  we  should  profess,  in  order 
to  our  being  truly  said  to  profess  Christianity.  Thus,  it  is  essential 
to  christianityj  that  we  repent  of  our  sins,  that  we  be  convinced  of 
our  own  sinfulness,  that  we  are  sensible  we  have  justly  exposed 
ourselves  to  the  wrath  of  (Jod,  that  our  hearts  renounce  all  sin,  that 
we  do  with  our  whole  hearts  embrace  Christ  as  oiu*  only  Saviour, 
that  we  love  him  above  all,  that  we  are  willing  for  his  sake  to  for- 
sake all  that  we  have,  and  that  we  give  up  ourselves  to  be  entirely 
and  foreyer  his.  These  things  as  truly  belong  to  the  essence  of 
Christianity,  as  the  belief  of  any  of  the  doctrines  of  the  (Jospel ; 
and  therefore,  the  profession  of  them  as  much  belongs  to  a  chris- 
tian profession. — ^And,  as  to  those  things,  which  christians  should 
express  in  their  profession, — ^they  ought  to  express  their  repentance 
of  sin— their  conviction,  that  (Jod  would  be  just  in  their  danmation 
— ^their  faith  in  Christ,  and  reliance  on  him  as  their  Saviour,  and 
joyfully  receiving  liis  Gospel — their  .reliance  on  his  righteousness 
and  strength,  and  their  devotion  to  him  as  their  only  Lord  and 
Saviour — ^that  they  give  up  themselves  entirely  to  Christ,  and  to 
God  dirough  him — ^their  willingness  of  heart  to  embrace  religion, 
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with  all  its  difficulties,  and  to  walk,  in  a  way  of  obedience  to  God, 
universally,  and  perseveringly — and  tliat  all  their  hearts  and  souls 
are  in  those  engagements  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  forever  to  serve 
him. — Hence,  to  entide  men  to  full  esteem  and  charity  as  sincere 
professors  of  Christianity,  tliere  must,  according  to  the  rules  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  be  a  visibly  holy  life,  and  a  professicMi, 
eitlier  expressing,  or  plainly  implying,  tlie  tlungs  which  have  been 
mentioned."*  Plainly,  no  reader  of  the  preceding  passages  could 
be  at  a  loss,  as  to  the  views,  which  the  writer,  then  entertained,  .as 
to  the  nature  of  a  christian  profession. 

These  declarations,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Edwards,  were  all  that 
he  ought  to  have  made,  before  he  was  caDed  to  act;  .and  it  so  hap- 
pened, in  the  providence  of  God,  tliat,  from  the  case  of  discipline 
in  1744,  to  December,  1748,  not  a  solitary  individual  offered  him- 
self, as  a  candidate  for  admission  to  the  church.  The  church,  as  a 
body,  by  their  conduct  on  that  occasion,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe,  had,  in  a  very  dreadful  manner,  grieved  the.  Holy  Spi- 
rit ;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  though  Mr.  Edwards  preach- 
ed with  the  same  faithfulness  and  power  as  in  1727,  in  1734,  and 
in  1740,  and  as  he  had  preached  at  Leicester  and  Enfield,  where 
Grod  had  signally  acknowledged  and  blessed  his  labours,  the  work 
of  conviction  and  conversion  was,  during  this  long  interval,  wholly 
unknown.  When,  however,  the  first  candidate  for  admission  to 
the  church  presented  himself,  Mr.  Edwards,  with  entire  openness 
and  frankness,  informed  the  Committee  of  the  Church,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him,  with  a  clear  conscience,  to  receive  him,  without 
a  profession  of  personal  religion.  At  the  same  time,  he  proposed 
to  deliver  the  reasons  of  his  opinion  from  the  pulpit  5  but  to  this,  tlie 
Committee  wholly  refused  their  consent. 

The  Treatise  on  the  Qualifications  for  Communion,  on  various 
accounts,  here  deserves  our  notice.  It  was  written  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, for  the  perusal  of  his  people,  because  they  would  not  allow 
him  to  preach  on  the  subject.  It  was  prepared  with  a  full  convic- 
tion, that,  as  to  the  people  of  Northampton,  it  would  b^  prepared 
in  vain;  with  a  conviction  that  most  of  those,  who  would  not  hear 
him  preach  to  them  on  the  subject  firom  the  desk,  would  not  read 
it  from  the  press,  and  that  those  of  them,  who  did  r^ad^it,  could 
not  read  it  with  calmness  and  candour.  It  was  prepared  with  un- 
exampled rapidity— only  nine  or  ten  weeks  having  elapsed,  from 
the  time  it  was  commenced,  till  it  was  in  the  printer's  hands — and 
this  too,  ill  addition  to  all  the  ordinary  duties  of  an  extensive  parish, 
and  all  the  multifarious  demands  of  a  paroc^iial  contest.  Yet, 
it  is  merely  a  work  of  calm,  logical  reasonmg,  without  a  solitary  re- 
mark indicative  of  excitement,  or  feeling,  in  the  author,  or  the 
sl^htest  intimation,  in  any  part  of  it,  that  it  was  written  in  die  heat 

*  See  vol.  V.  pp.  279—281. 
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of  a  personal  controversy.  No  mind  could  act  thus,  in  circumstan- 
ces like  these,  which  had  not  learned,  in  a  degree  unusual,  if  not 
singular,  the  duty  of  trusting  in  the  all-sufficiency  of  God,  and  of 
yielding  a  holy  and  unreserved  submission  to  his  will. 
•  The  offer  made  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  his  people,  April  13th,  1749, 
just  before  this  Treatise  was  ready  for  the  press,  while  it  indicates 
in  a  very  striking  manner,  the  candour,  integrity  and  disinterested- 
ness, of  his  mind,  also  shows  the  exact  ground  which  he  took  at  the 
opening  of  the  controversy : — "  I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  signify 
and  declare,  that,  if  my  people  will  wait  till  the  book  I  am  prepar- 
ing, relative  to  the  admission  of  members  into  the  church,  is  pub- 
lished, I  will  resign  the  ministry  over  this  chiirch,  if  the  church  desires 
it,  after  they  have  had  opportunity  pretty  generally  to  read  my  said 
book,  and  they  have  asked  advice  of  a  Council  mutually  chosen,  and 
followed  their  advice,  with  regard  to  the  regular  steps  to  be  taken  pre- 
vious to. their  vote ;  Provided  none  of  the  brethren  be  permitted  to 
vote,  but  such  as  have  either  read  it>  or  heard  from  the  pulpit  what 
I  have  to  say,  in  defence  of  the  doctrine  which  }s  the  subject  of  it ; 
and  that  a  Tegular  Council  do  approve  of  my  thus  resigning  my 
pastoral  office  over  this  church."  Mr.  Edwards  well  knew,  th&t, 
at  the  time  of  his  ordination,  the  Church  at  Northampton  had  been 
committed  to  his  especial  cai'e ;  that  he  had  then  received  a  most 
solemn  charge  to  "feed  the  flock  of  God,  over  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  made  him  an  overseer ;"  that  he  was  directly  responsi- 
ble to  Christ,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  this  duty,  and 
thai  he  could  not  volimtarily  relinquish  his  charge,  except  for  rea- 
sons of  the  most  weighty  character.  He'  could  not,  tlierefore,  think 
of  resigning  it,  without  using  every  lawful  means  in  his  power,  to 
bring  them  acquainted  with  what  he  iidly  believed  to  be  taught  in 
the  word  God,  relative  to  a  subject,  which  was  most  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  purity  and  prosperity  of  that  church,  and  of  die 
whole  Church  of  Christ.  This,  he  at  once  claimed  as  his  right, 
and  insisted  on  as  his  duty.  If  he  consented  to  a  separation,  be- 
fore he  had  had  such  an  opportunity  of  declaring  to  them  the  truth  of 
God  on  this  subject,  he  knew  not  how  to  justify  himself;  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  Christ.  At  the  same  time,  he  offered  voluntarily 
to  resign  his  office,  after  he  had  had  this  opportunity,  if  they  were 
not  satisfied,  that  his  views  of  the  subject  were  scriptural ;  provided 
a  regular  Ecclesiastical  Council  should  sanction  such  resignation. 
No  offer  could  be  more  fair  than  this.  It  left  the  ultimatis  decision 
of  the  question  to  the  people  themselves,  after  they  had  read,  or 
heard,  what  he  had  to  offer  with  regard  to  it.  This  proves,  con- 
clusively, that,  in  opposing  for  a  while  their  violent  measures,  in 
endeavouring  to  procure  his  dismission,  he  aimed  simply  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  his  own  conscience,  and  to  prevent  his  people 
from  committing,  what  he  regarded  as  a  most  aggravated  sin, 
that  of  rejecting  him  as  their  minister,  without  giving  him  any  op- 
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portunity  to  lay  before  them  what  God  had  taught  them,  respecting 
the  subject  b  question.   "     ■  ' 

The  refusal  of  the  people  to  sufier  Mr.  Edwards  to  preach  to  them, 
on  the  Qualifications  for  Communion,  wa§  a  sin  of  no  ordinary  mag- 
nitude. The  strict  mode  of  admission  was  the  primitive  mode,  in 
all  the  New  England  churches.  It  was  so  in  the  Church  of  North- 
ampton, and  had  prevailed  in  that  church  for  forty-four  years. 
The  lax  method  had  been  publicly  condemned  by  tlie  General  Sy- 
nod of  Massachusetts,  in  1679,  as  a  great  and  public  sin,  which 
provoked  the  judgments  of  Jicaven,  and  which  must  be  repented  of,- 
and  put  away,  if  those  judgments  were  to  be  averted.  Of  this 
Synod  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a  member,  and  had  himself  joined  b 
this  very  vote.  It  had  been  introduced  into  the  Church  of  North- 
ampton, without  any  vote  of  the  church,  or  alteration- of  their  ori- 
ginal Platform,  by  Mr.  Stoddard's  forming  a  short  profession,  for 
the  Candidates  for  *  admission,  agreeably  to  his  own  views,  and  the 
church  submitting,  though  not  jvithout  uneasiness,  to  his  authority. 
The  great  body  of  wise  and  good  men,  in  the  church  at  large,  and 
in  New  England,  had  been,  and  still  were,  in  favour  of  the  primi- 
tive mode  ;•  and  the  great  majority  of  tlie  ministers  and  churches  in 
New  England  still  adhered  to  it.  Many  arguments,  and  those  of 
great  apparent  force,  could  certamly  be  alleged  from  the  word 
of  (Jod,  in  favour  of  that  mode,  and  against  the  other.  Mr. 
Edwards  was  their  pastor,  and  spiritual  watchman  and  guide,  set 
over  them  by  divine  appointment,  to  teach  them  the  truth  of  God, 
and  to  guard  them  against  error.  He  was  required  by  Him,  whose 
commission  he  bore,  to  declare  to  them  the  vdiole  counsel  of  €rod, 
and  to  maintain  the  Discipline  of  the  Church  in  its  purity.  They 
had  seen  his  preaching  honoured  of  God,  far  beyond  that  of 
any  other  clergyman  in  America.  They  acknowledged  him  to  be, 
and  boasted  of  him  as  being,  a  preacher  of  singular  talents  and  wis- 
dom ;  onCj  whose  reasoning  powers  were  of  the  highest  order,  and 
who  shed  uncommon  light  on  the  sacred  scriptures.  Such  already 
was  his  character,  throughout  the  Colonies,  as  well  as  throughout 
England  and  Scoidand.  As  their  minister,  it  was,  beyond  all  con- 
troversy, his  plain  right,  and  obvious  duty,  to  preach  to  them  his 
own  views  of  truth,  on  Aat  subject,  and  on  every  odier;  and  it  was 
as  certainly  their  duty  to  hear  what  he  preached,  and  to  examine, 
with  docility  and  prayer,  whether  he  did  not  tell  them  the  truth* 
Waiving  the  direct  assertion  of  this  righti  he  came  and  distinctly 
offered  to  preach  to  them  on  the  subject.  H6  told  them,  tliat  he 
had  examined  it  with  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  giving  the  ar- 
guments in  favour  of  the  prevailing  mode  all  the  weight  and  con- 
sideration which  he  honestly  could ;  that,  as  the  result  of  this  ex- 
aminatbn,  his  conscience  would  not  suffer  hbi  to  proceed  in  that 
mode  any  longer,  and  that  he  wished  to  lay  before  them,  from  the 
word  of  God,  those  arguments  by  which  his  own  mind  had  been 
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convinced.  This  proposal  they  rejected,  in  the  most  direct  and 
explicit  manner,  and  that  in  numerous  instances.  They  did  so,  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Church,  wheti  Mr.  Edwards  first  proposed 
it;*  in  the  Precmct  meeting  ;f  in  the  meeting  of  the  Church; J 
and  in  every  subsequent  meeting  of  each  of  these  bodies,  when  the  . 
subject  was  proposed.  IVIr.  Edwards  also  urged  them  repeatedly, 
and  by  evety  conslderatbn  of  duly,  to  submit  the  question  to  the 
neighbouring  ministers,  al]  bat  one  of  whom  were  on  their  side. 
Whether  he  had  not  a  right  to  preach  on  the  point  in  controversy, 
and  whedier  it  was  not  reasonable  that  they  should  hear  him ;  but 
,  they  refused.  He  then  tcJd  them,  tliat  they  might  employ  any 
ministers  they  chose,  to  preach  in  his  pulpit  on  the  other  side,  and 
in  answer  to  his  arguments;  but  they  still  refused.^  Nay,  they 
would  not  ^ven  give  him  an  opportuni^  to  state  the  reasons  of  his 
opinion,  m  private  conversation. 

The  reason  they  assigned,  why  they  would  not  suffer  him  to 
preach,  unfolds  the  actual  state  of  their  minds.  It  was,  because 
they  feared,  tkait  his  preachirtg  would  make  parties  in  the  town.  In 
other  words,  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  now  united  against 
Mr.  Edwards  f  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  were  resolved  on  his 
dismission ;  and  they  were  afraid,  if  he  should  preach  his  senti- 
ments, that  he  would  convince  a  lai^  number  of  them  that  he  was 
right,  and  thus,  by  making  a  party  in  his  own  favour,  defeat  the 
measure  on  which  they  had  resdved.  This  was  the  same  as  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  people  at  large  had  not  examined  the  ques- 
tion, and  that,  if  they  were  to  bear  d^e  discourses  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
so  many  of  them  would  probabty  be  led,  by  the  force  of  argument, 
to  embrace  his  .side  of  &e  question  m  dispute,  as  to  hazard  the  sue- 
cess  of  their  measures.  Thus,  when  it  was  pre-emmently  their 
duty  to  hear  the  counsel  of  God,  on  a  great  practical  question, 
deeply  interesting  to  their  welfare  as  a  church,  they  deliberately  and 
repeatedly  refused  to  hear  it,  when  brought  to  tbem  by  the  man,whom 
Grod  had  appointed  to  declare  it  to  them ;  and  for  the  express  reason, 
ikat  they  feared  his  arguments  might  convince  great  numbers  of 
them,  that  they  were  in  the  wrong.  This  was,  as  a  church  and 
people,  deliberately  to  reject  the  counsel  of  God,  and  to  declare,  that 
they  had  made  up  their  minds  without  exammation,  and  would  pur- 
sue their  own  course,  whether  God  approved  of  it,  or  not. 

The  same  spirit  was  exhibited,  vn\h  regard  to  the  Treatise  on 
the  Scriptural  Qualifications  for  Communion.  The  ardour,  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  numbers,  to  have  it  printed,  did  not  arise 
firom  a  desire  to  read  it,  and  examine  its  arguments,  but  from  a 
wish  to  remove  the  objection,  raised  against  proceeding  to  ultimate 
measures,  that  the  people  had  had  no  opportunity  to  hear  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' sentiments.     When  the  work  was  published,  the  reading  of 
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it  was  discouraged ;  and  when  numbers  of  those  who  read  it  were 
convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the  arguments,  the  town,  without 
generally  reading  it,  held  repeated  meetings,  and  by  vote  applied  to 
two  different  clergymen  to  answer  it. 

The  next  proposal  of  Mr.  Edwards*  to  the  church,  that  a  Coun- 
cil, mutually  chosen,  should  be  called,  to  consider  of  the  subsisting 
controversy  between  pastor  and  people,  and  give  their  advice,  as  to 
what  course  should  be  taken  to  bring  it  to  an  issue,  and  what  should 
be  done  to  promote  the  church's  peace  and  prosperity;  was  so 
precisely  that,  which  justice  and  the  platform  of  the  churches  re- 
quired, that  the  Committee  of  the  church,  with  only  on6  dissentient, 
made  a  report,  advising  its  acceptance.  The  church  refused  to 
comply,  on  the  ground,  that  they  might  be  ensnared  and  caught ; 
as  such  a  CouncQ  might  recommend  some  adjustment  of  the  exist- 
ing difficulties,  to  which  the  church  would  not  agree,  and  as  they 
might  also  advise  to  the  admission  of  those  individuals,  who  were 
willing  to  make  a  full  profession  of  religion. 

The  plan,  adopted  and  pursued  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  controversy,  of  bringing  every  measure  primarily  be- 
fore the  Precmct  meeting,f  of  deliberating  and  resolving  upon  it 
there,  and  then  of  recommending  to  the  church  to  adopt  it;  was  a 
specimen  of  craft  and  management,  worthy  of  a  political  cabal.  In 
the  Precinct  meeting,  they  could  pursue  their  own  measures  with- 
out interruption ;  for  Mr.  Edwards  could  not  be  present.  Here, 
they  could  make  any  representation,  and  employ  any  means  of  ex- 
citement ;  for  they  had  the  whole  Town  to  work  upon.  Here, 
men  of  all  characters  could  meet,  and  vote  what  should  be  done  in 
a  church  of  Christ ;  and  then,  retiring  and  separating,  could  find 
that  their  measures  were  voted  over  again,  when  those  of  then" 
number,  who  were  members  of  that  church,  had  assembled  by 
themselves. 

The  controversy,  respecting  the  choice  of  a  Coimcil,  exhibits 
the  parties  in  a  similar  light.  A  Mutual  Council  is,  ex  vi  termini, 
a  Council,  in  the  choice  of  which,  each  of  two  contending  parties 
stands  on  an  equal  footing,  or  has  an  equal  advantage.  It  is  a 
Council,  mutually  chosen:  either  by  both  parties  agreeing. upon  all 
the  members,  or  by  each  choosing  half  of  the  members.  But  if 
each  may  choose  haJf  of  the  members,  each  may  certainly  say,  who 
they  shall  be.  Any  attempt  to  restrict  the  choice  of  one  party,  is  there- 
fore a  direct  invasion  of  his  right,  a  gross  perversion  of  justice,  and 
a  complete  subversion  of  the  principles,  on  which  the  government  of 
the  churches  in  Massachusetts  was  founded. 

*  Nov.  13, 1749. 

t  The  inhabitants  of  a  Town,  of  all  classes,  when  met  to  deliberate  and  de- 
cide on  parochial  affairs,  constituted  what,  at  that  time,  was  called  in  the  pro- 
Yince,  a  Precinct  Meeting, 
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Mr.  Edwards,  therefore,  had  a  perfect  right  to  select  his  own 
half  of  the  Council ;  and  justice  to  himself  and  his  family  demand- 
ed it.  Had  he  originally  asserted  this  right,  and  persevered  in  the 
assertion,  no  ultimate  measure  could  have  been  adopted,  but  by  a 
Council  fairly  chosen,  and  equally  balanced.  For  the  sake  of 
peace,  he  unfortunately  relinquished  a  part  of  this  claim,  in  the  out- 
set; and  then,  both  the  Precinct  and  the  Church  were  determined, 
that  he  should  relinquish  the  remainder.  Under  the  pretence,  that 
the  Platform  recommended  Councils  to  be  taken,  generally,  from 
churches  in  the  vicinity ^  they  insisted,  that  the  choice  of  both  par- 
ties should  be  confined  to  the  county  of  Hampshire.  This  was  a 
mere  pretence ;  for  neither  the  church  of  Northampton,  nor  any 
other  church,  in  the  county  or  out  of  it,  had  ever  adhered  to  this 
recommendation ;  and  that  church  had  even  been  represented  in 
the  Councils  of  other  provinces.  The  church  perfectly  knew,  that 
only  one  church  in  the  vicinity,  and  only  two  churches  and  three 
ministers  in  the  county,  sided  with  Mr.  Edwards,  that  the  subject 
in  controversy  had  excited  sharp  contention,  that  many  of  the  min- 
isters and  churches  of  the  county  had  warmly  disapproved  of  the 
course,  pursued  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  advocating  the  cause  of  strict 
admission,  that  three  of  the  ministers  of  the  county  were  connected 
with  the family,*  and  that  one  of  themf  was  personally  oppo- 
sed to  him,  from  his  having  publicly  defended  the  proceedings  of 
the  Council,  which  refused  to  ordain  him.  They  perfecdy  knew, 
dierefore,  that,  if  the  Council  were  taken  cxcRisively  from  the 
county,  almost  every  individual  in  it  would  be  on  their  side,  and 
opposed  to  Mr.  Edwards,  on  the  very  question  in  dispute. 
This  was  the  reason,  why  they  contended  so  earnestiy,  for  a  Coun- 
cil exclusively  from  the  county.  Probably  no  example  of  injustice, 
as  to  the  choice  of  umpires,  more  palpable  and  shameless,  is  to  be 
found  on  the  records  of  controversy.  They  were  resolved  to  have 
no  Council,  unless  one,  whose  decision  they  could  know  before- 
hand would  be  in  their  favour. 

The  course  of  conduct  ^rsued  by  the  first  Council,  as  to  the 
points  submitted  to  them,  is  scarcely  less  deservmg  of  censure. 
One  of  these  points  was,  whether  Mr.  Edwards  had  not  a  right  to 
go  out  of  the  county,  in  selecting  his  part  of  the  Council ;  another, 
whether  he  had  not  a  right  to  preach  on  the  qualifications  for  com- 
munion, and  whether  it  was  not  reasonable  that  the  people  should 
hear  him.  The  members  of  the  Council,  in  conversation  with  the 
parties,  acknowledged  freely,  that  these  were  rights,  which  Mr. 
Edwards  could  indisputably  challenge ;  but  utterly  neglected  to  say 
so  in  their  Result.     Their  private' conversations,  they  well  knew, 

'*'  Two  of  these,  and  the  brother  of  the  third,  were  actually  selected  by  the 
Church,  for  tlie  Decisive  Council. 

i  This  jrentleman  was  also  selected  for  the  Decisive  Council. 
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Mr.  Edwards  could  raake  no  use  of;  but  their  (Mcial  Award,  in 
their  Result,  would  have  given  him  a  very  great  advantage.  This 
neglect  could  not  have  been  an  oversight ;  because  Mr.  Edwards 
urged  it  upon  them,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  what  he  had  a 
perfect  right  to  demand  of  them  as  um{Hres,  that  they  should  o^- 
dally  decide  these  questions.  Their  failure  to  do  it,  diereibre,  was 
unquestionably  owing,  either  to  their  disagreement  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards on  the  main  question,  or  to  their  unwillingness  to  offend  the 
people  of  Northampton ;  and,  in  either  case,  was  wholly  inconsid- 
tent  with  evangelical  integrity.*  They  had  accepted  the  office  of 
umpires,  and  had  heard  die  cause ;  and  then,  they  would  not  give 
an  award  in  favour  of  one  of  the  parties,  when,  in  conversation, 
they  freely  owned,  li^fore  both,  that  he  was  in  the  right.  Proba- 
bly no  similar  example  can  be  ibimd,  in  the  annals  of  Arbitration* 

When  Mr.  Edwards,  from  a  determination  not  to  call  a  Defini- 
tive Council,  unjil  he  had  dcHie  what  lay  m  his  power  tp  ccmvince 
the  people  of  their  error,  had  conmienced  a  series  of  Lectures,  on 
the  point  in  controversy,  the  same  spirit  was  still  manifested;  for, 
though  the  Liectures  were  well  attended,  more  than  half  of  the  audi- 
ence were  from  abroad,  a  large  proportion  of  the  diurch  and  peo- 
ple refusing  to  be  present. 

With  the  constitution  of  the  Final  Council,  the  individual  already 
referred  to,  as  personally  hostile  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  as  the  friend 
and  counsellour  of  his  enemies,  could  scarcely  have  been  better 
satisfied,  had  he  selected  them  himself;  for  one  of  the  five  was  his 
near  kinsman,  another  his  own  minister,  another  the  brother  of  his 
brother-in-law,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth,  the  two  most  decided  op- 
posers  of  Mr.  Edwards  among  them  all :  one,  in  consequence  of 
nis  having  defended  the  course  pursued  by  the  Council,  which  re- 
fused to  ordain  him;  and  the  other,  from  violent  hostility  to  the 
system  of  doctrines,  of  which  Mr.  Edwards  had  been  a  most  suc- 
cessful champion.  Each  of  these  gentlemen,  also,  was  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  lax  mode  of  admission ;  and  several  of  them  deci- 
dedljr  hostile  to  revivals  of  religion,  and  to  the  doctrines  of  grace. 
Tlieir  delegates  appear  to  have  been  men,  who  would  act  with  their 
ministers.  The  church  of  Cold  Spring,  one  of  those  selected  by 
Mr.  Edwards,  refused  to  send  its  messenger ;  and,  though  the  pas* 
tor  of  that  church  sat  and  acted  with  the  Council,  the  umpires  cho- 
sen by  Mr.  Edwards  were  still  in  the  minority,  on  every  vote. 
'Hiis  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  mutual  understanding  and  agree- 
ment of  the  parties.  In  the  ultimate  arrangement  of  Mi.  Edwards 
and  the  people,  when  the  final  Council  was  chosen,  it  was  expl^ 
citly  understood,  that  neither  party  should  have  advantage  of  the 
other  in  point  of  numbers ;  and  when  Mr.  Edwards  insisted  on  this 


*  Theso  remarks  refer,  of  course,  only  to  those,  who  woro  in  tlie  ma- 
jority. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Lire   OF    PRESIDfilfT   EDWARDS.  445 

understanding,  and  declared  that,  according  to  the  agreement  of 
the  parties,  he  was  not  bound  to  proceed  with  such  a  (Usparity,  the 
majority  reiused  to  postpone  the  casje  until  it  could  be  remedied. 
This  was  doing  the  very  injustice,  at  which  the  church  had  long 
aimed  in  vain. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Edwards  was  dismissed,  the  church  and  people 
voted,  that  he  should  not  be  aUowed  to  preach  in  their  pulpit;  and 
actually  closed  it  against  him,  even  when  they  had  no  one  else  to 
preach.  They  preferred  being  without  the  preachbg  of  the  gos- 
pel, to  hearing  Mr.  Edwards.  And  of  the  conduct  of  the  church, 
when,  at  the  request  of  his  friends  in  Northampton,  but  wholly  in 
opposition  to  his  own  opinion,  a  Council  of  ministers  had  been  con- 
vened, to  advise  them  as  to  their  duty,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hawley 
is  an  exposure,  which  needs  no  farther  comment. 

But  we  are  also  to  regard  this  melancholy  event,  as  brought 
about  under  the  direct  appointment  of  an  All-wise  Providence ; 
and,  in  its  immediate  and  remote  effects,  we  may  discover  the  ends, 
which  it  was  designed  to  answer.  Among  these,  may  be  mention- 
ed the  foDowing : 

It  showed,  in  a  striking  light,  the  mstability  of  all  things,  that  de- 
pend on  man.  No  people  had  manifested  more  pride  in  their  min- 
Mter,  or  expressed  a  stronger  attachment  towards  him ;  yet,  for 
merely  performing  his  duly,  in  a  case  where  conscience,  and  the 
word  of  God,  plainhr  allowed  him  no  ahemative,  they  turned  against 
him,  and  resolved,  m  a  body,  to  drive  him  from  his  office. 

The  question  m  controversy,  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  peo- 
ple, was  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  purity  and  prosperity  of  the 
Cihrisdan  Church.  Wherever  the  lax  method  of  admission  has 
prevailed,  all  distinction  between  the  church  and  the  world  has 
soon  ceased,  and  both  have  been  blended  together.  This  question 
had  never  been  thoroughly  examined ;  and  it  needed  some  mind 
of  uncommon  powers,  to  exhibit  the  truth  with  regard  to  it,  in  a 
Hght  too  strong  to  be  ultimately  resisted.  The  controversy  at 
Northampton  compelled  Mr.  Edwards  to  examine  it,  with  the  ut- 
most care ;  and  the  result  of  his  labours  has  rendered  all  farther 
investigation  needless.  At  the  same  time,  his  character,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  gave  to  his  investi- 
gations a  degree  of  fairness  and  candour,  rarely  witnessed  in  works 
of  controversy. 

The  dismission  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  an  event  of  so  singular  an 
aspect,  as  to  rivet  the  attention  of  the  whole  American  Church, 
and,  of  course,  to  rivet  that  attention  to  the  question  in  controversy 
between  him  and  hb  people.  It  was  necessary,  not  only  that  the 
subject  should  be  ably  treated,  by  some  poweriul  advocate  of  truth, 
but  that  the  Treatise  should  be  extensively  read.  This  result  was 
thus  effectually  seciured,  at  the  time.    And  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Ed- 
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wards,  a  man  whose  character  and  writings  have  been  so  deeply 
interesting  to  the  church  at  large,  was  on  diis  ground,  and  in  such 
a  manner,  dismissed  from  his  people,  has  had  great  influence,  from 
that  time  to  this,  in  drawing  the  attention  of  christians  to  this  sub- 
ject, on  both  sides  of  the  Adantic. 

This  however,  was  not  enough.  It  was  necessary,  also,  that  the 
genuine  consequences  of  this  mode  of  admission,  its  legitimate  ef- 
fects on  the  character  of  the  church  of  Christ,  should  be  fully  de- 
veloped; and  no  where,  probably,  could  this  have  been  done,  in  a 
manner  so  clear  and  strikmg,  and  with  such  rx»nvincing  power,  as 
in  the  church  of  Northampton.  That  church  was  preeminently 
''a  city  set  upon  a  hill."  Mr.  Stoddard,  during  an  uncommonly 
successful  ministry,  had  drawn  the  attention  of  American  christians 
towards  it,  for  fifty-seven  years.  He  had  also  been  advantageously 
known,  in  the  mother  country.  Mr.  Edwards  had  been  their 
minister,  for  twenty-thtee  years.  In  the  respect  paid  to  him,  as  a 
profound  theological  writer,  he  had  had  no  competitor  from  the 
first  establishment  of  the  colonies,  and,  even  then,  could  scarcely 
find  one  in  England  or  Scotland.  He  had  also  as  high  a  reputa- 
tion for  elevated  and  fervent  piety,  as  for  superiority  of  talents. 
During  the  preceding  eighty  years,  the  church  had  been  favoured 
with  more  numerous  and  more  powerful  revivals  of  religion,  than 
any  church  in  Christendom.  The  accounts  of  several  of  these 
revivals  had  circulated  extensivelv,  wherever  the  English  language 
was  spoken.  The  great  body  of  the  church  had  been  gathered, 
under  the  mmistry  of  Mr.  Edwards.  Their  union,  as  minister 
and  people,  had  been  eminently  prosperous  and  happy ;  so  much 
so,  that,  had  the  voice  of  Prophecy  announced  such  an  event,  as 
about  to  take  place  somewhere  in  New-England,  probably  Nordi- 
ampton  would  have  been  last  selected,  as  the  place,  where  the 
prediction  could  have  been  fulfilled.  The  truth  of  Grod,  during 
the  preceding  eighty  years,  but  especially  during  the  preceding  twen- 
ty-seven, had  been  preached  with  great  power  and  faithfulness,  par- 
ticularly the  absolute  necessity  of  a  change  of  heart  to  salvation }  and 
the  church  was  united  in  receiving  the  doctrines  of  grace.  Both 
Mr.  Stoddard,  and  Mr.  Edwards  also,  while  they  received  com- 
municants without  demanding  evidence  of  their  piety,  did  every 
thing  else,  which  they  could  do,  to  promote  their  piety,  and  that 
of  the  church  at  large.  Never  probably  was  there  a  more  advan- 
tageous opportunity,  to  exhibit  the  genuine  influence  of  the  lax 
mode  of  admission,  on  the  piety  and  purity  of  a  church,  when,  too, 
'  the  most  powerful  causes  were  in  operation,  to  prevent  and  coun- 
teract that  influence,  than  in  the  church  of  Northampton.  When, 
therefore,  the  christians  of  America  beheld  the  membei's  of  that 
church  uniting  in  one  body  against  their  once  loved  and  venerated 
minister,  whose  labours  had  been  so  much  honoured  of  God  and 
man,  resolving  at  all  hazards  to  drive  him  from  them,  refusing  con- 
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tinually  to  hear  him  declare,  from  the  desk,  what  the  Holy  Spirit 
had  taught  respecting  the  subject  in  controversy,  refusing  to  read  it 
when  he  had  declared  it  from  the  press,  and  even  refusing  him  an 
opportunity,  to  explain  his  views  concerning  it  in  private  friendly 
conversation ;  when  they  saw  them  circulating  "  gross,  scandalous 
and  injurious,  slanders,  against  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  particular 
friends,"*  descending  to  die  arts  of  political  chicanery  to  effect 
their  purpose,f  endeavouring  in  every  possible  way  to  deprive  him 
of  a  known  acknowledged  right  in  the  choice  of  the  Council,  and, 
after  his  dismission,  not  sufiering  him  to  preach  to  them,  even  when 
they  could  procure  no  one  else ;  they  had  the  highest  practical  evi- 
dence of  the  tendency  of  the  lax  mode  of  admission,  to  corrupt 
the  purity,  and  destroy  the  peace  and  prosperity,  of  the  church  of 
Christ.  So  violent  was  the  shock  given  to  the  feelings  of  men,  by 
this  strange  and  surprising  occurrence,  that  it  produced  at  the  time, 
and  has  ever  since  produced,  a  powerful  reaction  against  that  mode 
of  admission,  as  well  as  against  every  species  of  lax  theology  in 
principle  and  practice.  Probably  no  one  event,  of  apparendy  ma- 
Kenant  aspect,  ever  did  so  much,  towards  reforming  the  churches 
of  New-England. 

Many  difficult  subjects  of  theology,  also,  needed,  at  that  time,  to 
be  thoroughly  examined  and  illustrated ;  and  to  this  end,  some 
individual  of  expanded  views  and  profound  penetraticxi,  as  well 
as  of  correct  faith  and  elevated  piety,  was  to  be  found,  who 
codld  give  the  strength  of  his  talents  and  his  time  to  these  investiga- 
tions. The  providence  of  God  had  selected  Mr.  Edwards  for  this  im- 
portant office ;  but  so  numerous  and  engrossing  were  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  at  Northampton,  that,  had  he  remained  there,  he  could  not 
have  fulfilled  it,  but  in  part.  To  give  him  abundant  oppc^rtunity 
and  advantage  for  the  work  assigned  him,  he  was  taken  from  that 
busy  field,  at  the  best  time  of  life,  when  his  powers  had  gained  their 
greatest  energy,  when  the  field  of  thought  and  enquiry  had  been 
abready  extensively  surveyed,  and  when  the  labours  of  the  pulpit 
were  fully  provided  for  and  anticipated ;  and  was  transferred  to 
the  retirement  and  leisure  of  a  remote  frontier  village.  There  he 
prepared,  within  a  litde  period,  four  of  the  ablest  and  most  valua- 
ble works,  which  the  Church  of  Christ  has  in  its  possession. 

It  is  worthy  of  our  observation,  alao,  that  the  consequences  of  Mr. 
Stoddard's  error  fell  with  all  their  weight  on  Am  own  grandson, 
and  his  numerous  fkmily.  To  this  one  cause,  they  might  attribute 
the  heaviest  trial  and  calamity  of  life.  This  is  very  often,  if  not 
usually,  the  course  of  God's  providence. 

Previous  to  this  event,  Mr.  Edwards'  life  had  been  eminendy 


*  Letter  of  Mr.  Hawley . 

t  Particularly  in  the  Fracinct  meeting  deciding,  preyiously,  on  the  measures 
to  bo  adopted  by  the  Church. 
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prosperous.  He  had  been  eligibly  settled,  and  bad  num^rotis  and 
res|>ectable  friends,  and  a  promising  family.  He  had  been  greatty 
assisted  of  God  in  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  had  acquired  high 
reputation,  and  very  extensive  influence.  It  appears,  however,  to 
be  the  lot  of  the  children  of  God,  to  sufier  sdOSictions;  and  from 
this  species  of  discipline,  even  those  of  distmgoished  piety  are  not 
exempt.  Tbia  affliction  was  most  severe.  Where  a  minister  and 
his  people  are  miited  m  love,  no  earthly  connection,  if  we  except 
that  of  marriage  and  those  subsisting  between  the  nearest  relations 
by  Uood,  is  so  near  and  intimate.  This  connection  had  subsisted 
long,  and  had  been  of  the  happiest  character.  Yet,  with  no  fault 
on  his  part  to  justify  alienation  on  theirs,  when  he  merely  obe3red 
die  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  ex{»'ess  command  of  God ; 
he  found  those,  who  had  long  manifested  the  highest  esteem  and 
affection  for  him,  and  had  publicly  acknowledged  him  as  thdr  spi- 
ritual father,  uniting  against  him  in  one  body,  "  wickedly  slandering 
him,"*  rejecting  every  proposal  of  accommodation,  paying  no  regard 
to  his  feelings,  or  the  distress  brought  on  him  and  his  lunily,  and 
resorting  to  low  management,  and  to  gross  injustice,  to  drive  him 
from  the  midst  of  them.  All  this,  however,  was  the  appomtment 
of  God;  and  he  received  the  chastisement  of  his  heavenly  Father, 
with  such  exemplary  submis^on,  that  it  would  seem  to  Imve  been 
sent  upon  him,  only  to  reveal  more  fully,  the  exceUeoce  tji  hb 
character. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  that,  while  the  dismission  of  Mr. 
Edwards  vras,  in  itsd/canndered^  an  event  greatly  to  be  regretted; 
it  was  1^  the  same  time,  in  every  part  of  it,  most  honoimble  to 
tumself,  and  proved,  in  its  ultimate  consequences,  an  essential 
blessing  to  the  Church  of  God. 

♦Mr.  H»wley'«  Letter. 
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Proposals  from  Siockbridge,  and  from  the  Commissioners, — Visit 
to  Stockoridge. — Indian  Mission. — Housatonnucks, — Mohawks. 
— Dissensions  of  English  inhabitants. — Mr.  Hollis^  munificence. 
— Letter  to  Mr.  Hobby. — Reply  oj  Rev.  Solomon  Williams. — 
Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. — Letter  to  Mr.  Gillespie. — First  Letter 
to  Mr.  Mollis. — Removal  to  Stockbridge. — Letter  to  Hon.  Mr. 
Hubbard. — Petition  to  General  Court. 

Eaklyiii  December,  1750,  Mr.  Edwards  received  proposals, 
from  the  church  and  congregation  in  Stockbridge,  to  become  their 
Minister ;  and  about  tlie  same  time,  similar  proposals  from  the 
Commissioners,  at  Boston,  of  the  "  Society  in  London,  for 
Propagating  THE  Gospel  in  New  England,  and  the  parts  ad- 
jacent," to  become  the  Missionary  of  the  Housatonnucksj  or  River 
Indians,  a  tribe  at  that  time  located  in  Stockbridge  and  its  imme- 
diate vicinity.  Before  deciding  on  these  proposals,  he  went  to 
Stockbridge,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1751,  and  continued  tliere 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  and  the  early  part  of  the  spring, 
preaching  both  to  the  English  inhabitants,  and,  by  the  aid  of  an  inter- 
preter, to  the  Indians.  Soon  after  Iiis  return,  he  accepted  of  the 
mvitation  both  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of  the  people  of  Stock- 
bridge. 

The  Indian  Mission  at  Stockbridge  commenced  in  1735  ;  when 
the  Rev.  John  Sergeant  was  ordained  their  Missionary.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  his  deatli,  July  27th,  1749.  His  Indian 
congregation,  originally  about  fifty  in  number,  gradually  increased, 
by  accessions  from  the  neighbounng  settlements  on  the  Housaton- 
nuck  River,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty — the  actual 
number  in  1751.  Mr.  Sergeant  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
study  of  their  language ;  (the  Moheekanneew  ;*)  yet,  at  the  close 
of  his  life,  he  had  not  made  such  progress,  that  ne  could  preach  in 
it,  or  even  pray  in  it,  except  by  a  form.  He  ultimately  regretted 
the  time  and  labour  thus  lost,  and  expressed  the  conviction,  that  it 
would  be  far  better  for  his  successor  not  to  learn  the  language,  but 
to  preach  by  an  interpreter,  and  to  teach  the  children  of  the  Indians 
the  English  language,  by  the  aid  of  schoolmasters.     Very  little 


♦The  common  language  of  all  the  Indians  in  New  England,  New-York,  New 
Jersey,  PennsylTania  and  Delaware,  except  the  Iroquois. 
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success  appears  to  have  attended  his  labours,  eitlier  among  the  In- 
dians or  the  English  congregafion. 

A  school  was  established,  for  the  instruction  of  the  Indian  chil- 
dren, at  the  commencement  of  tlie  mission,  and  placed  under  the 
care  of  Timothy  Woodbridge,  Esq.  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
d  characterized  by  Mr.  Edwards,  as  "  a  man  of 
;s,  of  a  manly,  honest  and  generous  disposition,  and 
upright  conduct  and  agreeable  manners,  secured 
d  confidence  of  the  Indians."     He  was  supported 
Qt  of  the  Province,  and  devoted  himself  faithfully  to 
istructing  the  Indian  children ;  yet  for  a  long  pe- 
jrgeant,  he  had  to  lament  the  that  so  little  success 
urs.     This  was  owing  to  various  causes.     The  In- 
tillage  by  themselves,  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
English  settlement.     Their  children  lived  at  home  with  their  parents, 
and  not  in  a  boarding  school ;  and  of  course  made  little  or  no  pro- 
gress in  the  English  language ;  and  they  had  no  books  in  their  own. 
The  English  traders  sold  large  quantities  of  ardent  spirits  to  the 
Indians,  and  in  this  way  constantly  counteracted  the  efforts,  made  to 
do  them  good.     There  were  also  unfortunate  dissensions  among 
the   people  of  Stockbridge.     The  settlement  of  the  toWn  was 
begun,  with  a   direct  reference  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  im- 
provement of  the  Indians,  in  the  immediate  vicinity.     The  lands 
of  the  Indians,  comprizing  a  very  extensive  tract,  were  secured  to 
Ihem ;  and  important  privileges  were  granted  to  the  families  of  the 
original  settlers,  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  with  reference  to  this 
very  object.     Unfortunately,  one  of  the  most  wealthy  of  those  set- 
tlers* appears  to  have  removed  to  Stockbridge,  v,ith  the  design  of 
amassmg  a  still  larger  fortune,  by  his  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
settlement.     With  this  view,  he  formed  a  large  trading  establish- 
ment in  the  neighbourhood.     From  his  wealth  and  his  locality, 
affairs  of  some  moipent,  relating  to  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge,  were 
on  various  occasions,  entrusted  to  his  management ;  in  one  of  which 
Mr.  Woodbridge  regarded  him  as  doing  so  great  and  palpable  an 
injury,  both  to  the  ludians  and  the  province,  that,  taking  it  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  prevent,   as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  all  intercourse  between  him 
ana  the  Indian  settlement,  as  well  as  all  influence  which  he  might 
attempt  to  exert,  over  the  affairs  of  the  Indians.     In  return,  he  en- 
deavoured, in  the  first  instance,  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  sending 
their  children  to  the  school,  and  to  render  tliose  parents  who  actu- 
ally sent  them,  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Woodbridge ;  and  at  length  to 
procure  the  dismission  of  that  gentleman  from  his  appointment 
This  controversy  was  of  long  continuance,  and  affected  the  whole 

*■  This  individaal  wm  an  elder  branch  of  the       ■      family,  already  alloded 
to  in  tl^e  account  of  Mr.  Edwarda'  dismiMion. 
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setdemeBU  The  result  was,  that,  although  he  amassed  considera- 
ble wealth,  he  entirety  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  ;  and  so 
completely  alienated  the  minds  of  the  English  inhabitants,  that  every 
family  in  the  place,  his  own  excepted,  sided  witli  his  antagonist. 
This  controversy,  for  a  long  time,  had  a  most  inauspicious  effect  on 
the  school  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  on  the  mission  of  Mr.  Ser- 
geant. 

In  1739,  Mr.  Sergeant,  despairing  of  any  considerable  success 
under  the  existing  plan  of  instruction,  attempted  the  establishment 
of  an  Indian  boarding-school,  to  be  kept  at  the  expense  of  the 
English.  He  proposed,  that  the  children  should  live  m  the  fami- 
ly of  their  mstructor,  and  learn  the  English  language,  and  that  their 
time  should  be  divided  between  work  and  study,  under  different 
masters.  For  some  time,  he  made  but  litde  progress  in  raising 
funds  for  this  purpose,  but  at  length  was  aided  in  his  design,  by  the 
benevolence  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  HoUis,  a  clergyman  near  London, 
who  most  generously  offered  to  defray  the  expense  of  die  board, 
clothing  and  instruction,  of  twelve  Indian  children.*^  At  this  time, 
no  boarding  house  was  built ;  and,  for  a  long  period,  Mr.  Sergeant 
found  it  impossible,  to  procure  a  person,  duly  qualified,  to  take 
charge  of  the  school.  To  begin  the  work,  however,  Mr.  Sergeant 
hired  as  a  temporary  teacher,  until  a  competent  one  could  be  pro- 
cured, a  Capt.  Martin  Kellogg,  an  illiterate  man,  originally  a 
farqaer,  and  subsequentiy  a  soldier,  about  sixty  years  of  age, 
very  lame  withal,  and  wholly  unaccustomed  to  the  business  of  m- 
struction.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Ashley,  the  wife  of  a  Capt.  Ashley  of 
SufiSeld,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner,  when  a  child,  by  the  Iro- 
quois, and  perfecdy  understood  their  language,  was  the  interpreter 
of  the  English  at  Stockbridge ;  and  her  brother  having  come  to  re- 
side there,  in  consequence  of  having  no  regular  business,  was  em- 
ployed temporarily  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  for  the  want  of  a  better  in- 
structor, because  he  was  on  the  spot.  A  school  had  just  been 
commenced  under  his  auspices,  (not  however  as  a  boarding  school, 
as  no  house  could  be  procured  for  the  purpose,)  when  the  French 
war  of  1744  broke  it  up  ;  and  Capt.  Kellogg,  that  he  might  con- 


*  Id  the  spring  of  1732,  Mr.  HoUis  remitted  jCiCO,  •tg.  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  CoU 
man,  for  the  instruction  of  Indian  children.  In  1734,  havinjr  scon  the  printed 
accoant  of  the  Ordination  of  Messrs.  Parker^  Hirudale  and  Secombey  and  their 
mission  to  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  Eastern  and  Wutern  borders  of  New  Eng- 
land ;  he  offered  Dr.  C.  j£20,  stg.per  annum^forever^  for  the  support  of  a  fourth 
missionary  ;  but  Dr.  C.  dissuaded  him  from  such  an  appropriation.  In  Nor. 
1736,  Dr.  C.  received  from  Mr.  H.  j£56,stg.  for  the  education  of  twelve  Indian 
boys  at  Housatonnuck,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Sergeant ;  in  Aug.  1738,  jC343, 
currency  ;  and  in  May,  1740,  £447,  9s.  currency,  for  the  same  object.  After 
this  he  appropriated,  at  first,  £50,  stg.  emntuiUy^  for  the  support  and  instruction 
of  twelve  Indian  boys,  and  subsequently  £120,  stg.  annually,  for  the  support 
and  instruction  of  twenty-four  Indian  boys,  at  the  same  place. — See  apamph' 
Ut^  published  by  Dr,  Colman  in  1743. 
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tinue  to  receive  the  money  of  Mr.  Hollis,  carried  several  of  the  In- 
dian boys  to  Newington  in  Connecticut,  where  he  had  previously 
resided. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1748,  Mr.  Sergeant  began  the 
erection  of  a  house  for  a  boarding  school.     He  also  wrote  a  letter 
Mohawks,  then  residing  on  the  Mohawk  River, 
rest  of  Albany,  inviting  them  to  bring  their  chil- 
e,  for  instruction.     But  he  did  not  live  to  see 
5ns  accomplished.     At  his  death,  in  1749,  seve- 
e  left  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Kellogg,  who,  in  the 
ot  having  heard  from  Mr.  Hollis  for  a  considera- 
)posing  him  to  be  dead,  dismissed  them  for  a 
his  attempt  to  form  a  school. 
)f  the  letter  of  Mr.  Sergeant  to  the  Mohawk  tribe, 
which  had  been  accompanied  by  a  very  kind  mvitatiori  from  the 
Housatonnuck  Indians,  offering  them  a  portion  of  their  lands,  for  a 
place  of  setdement,  if  they  would  come  and  reside  in  Stockbridge, 
about  twenty  of  them,  old  and  young,  came  to  that  place,  in  1750, 
a  short  time  before  the  removal  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  family. 
The  Provincial  Legislature,  learning  this  fact,  made  provision  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  children,  and  Capt.  Kellogg, 
unfortunately,  was  employed  as  the  instructor.     He  never  establish- 
ed a  regular  school,  hotvever,  but  taught  the  boys  occasionally,  and 
incidentally,  and  employed  them  chiefly  in  cultivating  his  own  lands. 
He  was  then  65  years  of  age. 

Near  the  close  of  Mr.  Sergeant's  life,  the  school  for  the  Housa- 
tonnuck children,  under  Mr.  Woodbridge,  became  much  more 
flourishing.  His  salary  was  increased,  the  number  of  his  pupils 
augmented,  and  himself  left  to  act  with  less  restraint.  The  Indians 
also  became  less  inclined  to  intemperance.     The  influence  of  the 

^  family  was  likewise  extinct:  the  English  inhabitants  having,  to  a 

man,  taken  the  opposite  side  in  the  controversy ;  and  the  Indians 
regarding  Mr.  Woodbridge  as  their  b6st  friend,  and  his  opponent  as 
their  worst  enemy.  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  also,  at  this  period,  able 
to  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a  young  Housatonnuck,  educa- 
ted by  himself,  of  the  name  of  John  Wonwanonpequunnonnt,  a 
man  of  uncommon  talents  and  attainments,  as  well  as  of  sincere 
piety ;  who  appears  to  have  been  raised  up  by  Providence,  that  he 
might  become  the  interpreter  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  preaching  to  his 
countrymen. 

Mr.  Hollis,  having  heard  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  Mohawks  at  Stock- 
bridge,  and  supposing  that  a  regular  boarding  school  was  establisli- 
ed  under  the  care  of  Capt.  Kellogg,  wrote  to  him  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  children  to  twenty-four,  who  were  to  be  maintained 
and  instructed  at  his  expense.  During  the  winter  of  1760-51,  the 
number  of  Mohawks,  who  came  to  reside  at  Stockbridge,  was  in- 
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creased  to  about  ninety  ;  among  whom  were  Hcnrfric*,  and  Nicho' 
las,  and  several  others  of  their  chiefe. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  at  Stockbridge,  and  such  the  state 
of  the  Indian  Mission,  and  of  the  Indian  schools,  when  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  invited  to  remove  to  that  place.     The  — family  at 

first  exerted  their  whole  influence,  to  prevent  his  receiving  an  invi- 
tation from  the  people  of  Stockbridge  :  but,  finding  that  tlie  church 
and  parish,  (themselves  excepted,)  were  unanimous  in  giving  the 
invitation,  and  very  anxious  that  he  should  accept  it,  that  there 
was  no  chance  of  producing  a  change  in  the  minds  of  tlie  Commis- 
sioners in  Boston,  and  that  continued  opposition  must  terminate  in 
their  own  utter  discomfiture ;  they  changed  their  course,  and  pro- 
fessed to  be  highly  gratified  that  he  was  coming  among  them. 

After  his  return  to  Northampton,  in  the  spring  of  1761,  Mr 
Edwards,  before  coming  to  a  final  decision,  paid  a  visit  to  his  Ex 
cellency  Sir  William  PeppereU,  at  Kittery,  to  learn  llie  actual  views 
of  the  government,  with  regard  to  the  Indian  establishment  at 
Stockbridge ;  and  having  received  satisfactory  assurances  on  this 
subject,  he  soon  after  announced  to  the  people  of  Stockbridge,  and 
to  die  Commissioners  in  Boston,  his  acceptance  of  their  respective 
invitations.  In  the  third  week  of  June,  he  went  again  to  Stock- 
bridge,  and  remained  there  during  the  greater  part  of  the  ensuing 
month.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  addressed  the  following  let- 
ter to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hobby,  one  of  the  minority  in  the  Council, 
which  had  decided  on  his  dismission,  in  consequence  of  an  occur- 
rence, which  it  is  proper  briefly  to  detail.  Immediately  after  the 
Protest  of  the  Minority,  against  the  Result  of  Council,  was  publisb- 
ed,  four  of  the  clergymen  in  the  majority  prepared  a  pamphlet  at- 
tacking the  Protest,  entided,  "  An  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Council  which  dismissed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards  from  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  first  church  at  Northampton."  This  drew,  from  Mr. 
Hobby,  "  A  Vindication  of  the  Protest  against  the  Result  of  the 
Northampton  Council ;"  which  caUed  forth,  from  the  same  gentle- 
men, "  A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hobby,  in  answer  to  his  vindi- 
cation," etc.  This  Letter  contained  so  gross  and  palpable  a  mis- 
statement, relative  to  the  actual  point  in  controversy  between  Mr. 
Edwards  and  his  people,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  profession,  which 
he  insisted  on  from  those,  who  were  to  be  received  to  the  commun- 
ion of  the  church ;  that  Mr.  Edwards  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
contradict  it  from  the  press,  which  he  did  in  the  subsequent  Letter. 

'^o  the  Rev.  William  Hobby. 

"  Stockbridge,  June^  1751. 

^^  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

'^  I  think  myself  obliged,  in  the  most  public  manner  I  am  able,  to 
correct  a  great  and  very  injurious  misrepresentation,  made  publicly 
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concerning  me,  in  a  late  pamphlet,  entitled,  ^'  A  Lietter  to  the  Reir. 
Mr^,  Hobby,  in  answer  to  his  Vindication  of  the  Protest  against  the 
Result  of  an  Ecclesiasdcal  Council  met  at  Northampton,  etc.  by 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Robert  Breck,  Joseph  Ashley,  Timothy  Wood- 
bridge  and  Chester  Williams." 

"  These  gendemen,  who  were  members  of  the  Council,  which 
dissolved  Uie  relation  between  me  and  the  church  at  Northampton, 
m  professing  to  give  an  account,  in  this  pamphlet,  of  what  declara- 
tions both  the  church  and  I  made,  before  diat  Council,  of  our  prin- 
ciples, say,  '^  that  Mr.  Edwards  declared,  that  he  could  not  in  con- 
science be  active,  in  admitting  any  into  the  church,  unless  they  first 
made  a  profession.  That  thbt  were  indeed  sanotivied  :'' 
Whereas  I  declared  the  reverse  of  this,  openly,  and  publicly,  and 
very  particularly,  before  that  Council,  in  the  meeting-house,  a  great 
multitude  being  present ;  for  this  reason,  because,  f  had  heard  that 
such  reports  had  been  spread  abroad  of  my  opinion,  I  carefoUy 
commented  on  them,  and  expressly  denied  and  contradicted  them, 
and  told  the  Council  that  there  was  no  truth  in  such  reports.  I  dis- 
tinctly informed  them,  also,  that  I  did  not  insist  that  persons  should 
say  that  they  were  converted,  or  were  christians ;  that  this  was  not 
what  I  had  mtended  by  a  person  making  a  profession  of  godliness ; 
and  that  I  should  not  diink  it  became  persons  to  come,  and  make 
such  a  profession  as  this.  But  I  told  them  that  what  I  insisted  on, 
as  a  proper  profession  of  godliness  on  the  part  of  any  person,  was 
this : — either  his  professing  die  great  thmgs  m  which  godliness  con- 
sists ;  or  that,  in  his  own  full  belief,  he  saw  such  things  in  his  heart, 
which,  though  h^  might  think  them  not  to  be  godliness,  yet  were 
truly  such  things,  as  the  Scriptures  represent  as  the  essentials  of 
true  piety. — ^I  added  that,  in  the  latter  case,  if  he  did  this  seriously 
and  understandingly,  I  sliould  think  he  ought  to  be  accepted ; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  he  should  very  much  doubt  of  his  being 
converted ;  yea,  if  he  i^ould,  through  melancholy  or  any  tempta- 
tion, determine  against  himself,  and  say  he  did  not  think  that  he 
was  converted ;  if  hb  own  scryples  did  not  hinder  him,  I  should 
think  he  ought  to  be  accepted,  and  should  be  ready  to  admit  him. 

SMr.  Edwards  here  subjoined  die  testimonies  of  several  respec- 
e  witnesses  to  the  point  in  question.] 

''  But,  because  I  wished  to  take  the  utmost  possible  care,  that 
what  I  said  might  be  well  observed  and  understood  by  the  Council, 
and  this  false  report  sufficiendy  corrected,  I  sent  the  same  thing  in 
to  the  Council  m  writing.  I  also  sent  m  an  extract  from  a  letter,  which 
I  had  previously  written  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem  Village,  in 
the  following  words,  viz. 

"  It  does  not  belong  to  the  controversy  between  me  and  my  peo- 
ple, how  particular^  or  large^  the  profes^on  ^uld  be,  that  is  re- 
quired.    I  should  not  choose  to  be  confined  to  exact  limits,  as  to 
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that  affidr.  But  rather  than  contend,  I  should  content  myself  with 
a  few  words,  briefly  expressing  the  cardinal  virtues,  or  acts,  implied 
ia  a  hearty  compliance  with  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  the  profession 
being  made,  (as  should  appear  by  enquiry  into  the  person's  doctrinal 
knowledge,)  understandingly ;  if  there  were  an  external  conversa- 
tion agreeable  thereto.  Yea,  I  should  think,  that  such  a  person, 
solenmly  making  such  a  profes^on,  had  a  right  to  be  received,  as 
the  object  of  a  public  charity,  however  he  himself  might  scruple  his 
own  conversion,  on  account  of  his  not  Temembering  the  time, 
or  not  knowing  the  method,  of  his  conversi(Mi,  or  finding  so  much  re- 
maining sin,  etc.  And,  (if  his  own  scruples  did  not  hinder,)  I 
should  think  a  minister,  or  a  church,  had  no  right  to  debar  such  a 
professor,  though  h0  should  say  he  did  not  think  himself  converted. 
For  I  call  that  a  profession  of  godliness,  which  is  a  profession  of  the 
great  things  wherein  godliness  consists,  and  not  a  profession  by  an 
individual,  of  his  own  opinion  of  his  good  estate. 
'' JVorthamptm,  May  7, 1750." 

"  This  writing  was  handed  round,  and  particularly  taken  notice 
of  in  the  Council,  and  read  by  the  members.  Such  abundant 
care  did  I  take,  that  the  Council  might  fully  understand,  that  I  by  no 
means  insisted,  that  a  man  should  profess  that  he  was  sanctified  or 
converted ;  and  that  I  was  so  far  from  insisting  on  it»  that  I  disliked 
such  a  kind  of  profession,  and  such  terms  of  communion.  Yet 
now  some  of  the  gentlemen,  who  were  members  of  that  Council, 
declare  to  the  world  from  the  press,  that  I  declared  this  very  thing 
to  the  Council,  that  /  could  not  in  conscience  admit  persons^  unless 
they  jirwt  made  a  profession  ttiat  they  were  indeed  sanctified.  It 
may  be  said  lihat,  aldiough  L  produce  testimcmies  to  the  cotitrary, 
yet  there  are  four  that  write  in  this  declaration,  which  is  sufficient 
to  balance  aU  my  testbnonies.  To  tliis  I  reply,  that  the  exu^act 
firom  mv  letter  to  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem  Village,  which  was  laid  in 
before  this  Council,  wherein  the  contrary  was  expressly  declared, 
was  m  writing ;  and  diey  cannot,  and  do  not  deny,  that  tliis  ex- 
tract, in  these  very  words,  was  laid  before  them.  And  if  they 
^ould  deny  that  I  ever  wrote  such  a  letter,  the  original  is  in  Mr. 
Clark's  hands ;  which  will  ^ak  for  itself,  if  they  deny  that  I  bare 
truly  represented  it 

"That  they  should  make  such  a  declaration,  as  they  have  done^ 
is  the  more  remarkable,  because  this  my  extract  from  that  letter 
was  printed,  long  before,  in  the  Preface  to  my  Farewell  Sermon, 
as  a  designed  refutation  of  such  kinds  of  reports  of  my  opinion,  and 
was  referred  to,  to  the  same  purpose,  in  the  printed  Result  of  the 
Council  which  sat  at  Northampton,  which  these  gentlemen  (p.  18) 
confess  that  they  had  seen.  And  these  things  from  the  press  were 
very  much  known,-  and  taken  notice  ofi  in  that  part  of  the  country 
where  these  ministers  live,  long  before.     So  that,  if  it  were  possi^ 
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ble  for  me  to  defend  myself  from  such  injurious  representations,  and 
re[)orts,  and  assertions  on  the  part  of  those  gentlemen,  as  are  here 
made,  one  would  think  it  was  most  effectually  done.  Yet,  notwitli- 
stauding  all  this,  they  now  boldly  assert  to  tlie  world,  that  I  declar- 
ed that,  which,  instead  of  declaring,  I,  at  the  time,  expressly,  care- 
fully and  publicly  denied,  and  also  declared  the  very  reverse  of  it, 
by  word  of  mouth,  in  their  heariog,  and  in  writing  addressed  to 
themselves,  and  afterwards  finom  the  press,  before  the  world.  If  I 
had  perfectly  held  my  peace,  and  made  no  declaration  of  any  kind 
on  the  subject,  and  they  had  then  published  to  the  world  that  I  de- 
clared this,  which  they  have  asserted,  it  would  indeed  have  beea 
strange ;  but  still,  it  would  have  been  far  less  surprising  and  injuri- 
ous than  now,  since  I  have,  with  so  much  pains,  declared  the  con- 
trary, and  taken  so  much  care,  that  they  should  have  full  notice  of 
my  denying  and  abhorring  the  thing,  which  they  say  I  asserted  and 
insisted  on. 

"  I  am  your  friend  and  brother, 

**  Jonathan  Edwards." 

In  the  course  of  the  spring,  the  Reply  of  the  Rev.  Sotomon  Wil- 
liams, of  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  to  the  Treatise  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
on  the  Qualifications  for  Communion,  issued  from  the  press.*  The 
task  of  preparing  this  work  was  not,  originally,  of  the  author's  own 
seeking.  As  has  been  already  mentioned,  his  half-brother,  at  the 
request  of  some  of  the  opposers  of  Mr.  Edwards  in  Northampton, 
began,  in  1749,  to  collect  materials  for  this  reply.  In  this  woric, 
he  had  proceeded  some  distance,  we  know  not  bow  far,  when  the 
necessity  of  his  embarking  for  England  compelled  him  to  relin- 
quish it;  and  he  placed  his  papers  in  the  hands  of  his  brother,  in 
whose  name  the  work  appeared.  What  its  character  would  have 
been,  had  he  completed  it  himself,  cannot  now  be  known;  but,  af- 
ter reading  it,  as  it  actually  came  forth  from  the  hands  of  the  two 
brothers,  the  friends  of  the  lax  mode  of  admission,  conscious  as  they 
were  of  danger  to  their  cause,  from  the  Enquiry  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
must  have  felt,  if  they  did  not  say, "  JVbn  tali  auxilioy  nee  drfeniori- 
bus  isiisy  tempus  eget.^^  That  the  author,  though  he  styled  his 
work  an  Answer  to  the  Treatise  of  Mr.  Edwards,  perceived  it  to 
be  no  easy  task  to  furnish  a  real  answer  to  his  arguments,  is  obvious 
from  the  fact,  that  he  continually  misrepresents  its  design,  and  the 
nature  of  the  question  in  controversy.     He  often  asserts  it  to  be  die 

*  The  title  of  this  pamphlet  is,  *^  The  True  State  of  the  Question  concerning 
the  Qualifications  necessary  to  lawful  Communion  in  the  Chriatian  Sacra- 
ments ;  bein^  an  Answer  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards^  Book v entitled, 
.^7*  Humble  Etu^uiry  into  the  Rules  of  the  Word  ofGod^  concerning  the  Q^itaiiji' 
cations  requisite  to  a  complete  standings  and  full  Communion^  in  the  Vitible 
Christian  Chvrch  ;  by  Solomon  Williams,  A.  M."     Boston,  1751. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UFX   or  PBE81DS9T   SDWJkBDS.  457 

professed  and  ^declared  deAffi  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  wnting  the 
*^  Humble  Enquiry,"  to  oppose  Mr.  Stoddard^  when  Mr.  Edwards 
declared,  in  the  Preface,  that,  in  ccuisequence  of  the  necessity  he 
was  laid  under,  of  opposmg  what  his  grandfather  had  strenuoudjr 
maintained,  he  had  engaged  in  preparing  it,  witli  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance that  he  ever  undertook  any  public  service  in  his  life.  Tlie 
main  question,  which  Mr.  Edwards  had  discussed  in  the  ''  Humble 
Enquiry,"  was.  Whether  candidate  for  admission  to  the  Churchy 
ought  to  make  a  Credible  Profession  of  Piety  9  This  Was  the  ques- 
tion in  debate,  b^ween  him  and  his  pec^le.  They  insisted,  with 
Mr.  Stoddard,  that  the  Lord's  Supper  was  a  converting  ordinance, 
that  unconverted  men,  as  suchy  had  a  right  to  partake  of  it,  and  of 
course,  that  a  credibh  profession  of  piety  was  not  necessary  to 
church-membership.  On  this  point,  Mr.  Edwards  difiered  from 
them ;  and  he  wrote  the  ^^  Humble  Enquiry,"  to  convince  them, 
diat  their  opinion  was  erroneous.  As  to  the  evidence^  necessary  to 
render  a  profesdon  credibh^  he  expressly  states  it  to  be  "  some  out- 
ward manifestation,  that  ordinarily  renders  the  thmg  probable ;" 
and  again,  he  says,  *'  Not  a  certainty ^  but  a  profession  and  visibility 
of  tbe^  things,  must  be  the  rule  of  the  church's  proceeding."— 
Mr.  Winiams,  on  the  contrary,  ccmtinually  represents  the  main 
question  in  controversy  to  be.  What  Degree  of  evidence,  the  church 
must  havCj  of  the  piety  of  those,  she  receives  as  members^  He  says, 
Mr.  Exlwards  demands  the  highest  evidence,  which  a  man  can  give, 
of  sinceri^ ;  and  that  he  himself  insists  only  on  the  lov>est  evidence, 
die  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit;  as  though  both  regarded  actual 
piety,  as  necessary  to  such  a  ]Nrofession.  lie  then  represents  Mr. 
Edwards,  as  requiring  so  high  a  degree  of  evid^cc  of  the  candi- 
date's {Mety,  as  shall  render  the  church  certain  of  it,  and  enable 
them  to  come  to  2Ln  absolute  and  peremptory  determination,  that  he 
is  a  truly  godly  person  ;  aud  that  his  principles  suppose  meii  to  be 
Searchers  of  each  others'  hearts. 

All  this  is  in  direct  contrariety  to  the  often  repeated  statements 
of  the  principles,  for  which  Mr.  Edwards  contended  ;  and,  as  every 
intelligent  reader  of  the  ''  Enquiry"  and  ^'  Answer"  must  ultimately 
be  aware  of  this,  and  must  perceive  that  Mr«  Williams  palpably  avoid- 
ed the  main  point  in  controversy,  and  discussed  no  point,  but  a  sub- 
ordinate one,  on  .which  he  could  make  out  no  difference  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Exlward^  except  bv  mis-stating  thie  plainly  declared 
sentiments  of  the  latter;  it  is  difficult  to  explain,  why  he  should 
have  pursued  such  a  course,  when  he  had  so  acute  an  antagonist  to 
expose  the  obliquity  of  the  proceeding,  except  on  the  supposition, 
that,  having  publicly  announced  bis  design  of  answering  mr.  Ed- 
wards, he  found  on  trial,  that  he  Was  not  equal  to  the  ta£,  and  pur- 
sued this  course,  to  deceive  the  spectatcnrs  of  the  contest.  No  one, 
who  has  courage  to  meet  a  real  antagonist,  will  occufijr  himself 
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with  «  man  c£  straw.    What  nodce  Hr.  Edwardt  took  of  this  Re- 
pljj  will  be  stated  on  a  subsequent  page. 

While  at  Stockbridge,  he  addressed  the  foUowing  letter  to  die 
Rev.  Mr.  Erskine. 

«  Stockbridge,  June  28, 1751. 

^*  Rev.  and  dear  brother, 

"  I  have  lately  received  the  *•  Treatise  on  the  Restoration  of  the 
Jews,"  and  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^'  A  Serious  Address  to  die  Church 
of  Scodand,"  and  a  '^  Sermon  on  the  QuaHficactions  of  the  Teach- 
ers of  Christianity,"  preached  by  you  beftw^  the  Synod,  with  Glass's 
Notes  on  Scripture  Texts,  No.  5.  These  pamphlets  wwe  inclos- 
ed m  a  wrapper,  superscribed  by  your  hand,  lliere  was  abo  in  the 
packet,  a  brief  advertisement  concerning  one  of  the  pamphlets, 
written  in  your  hand,  though  without  any  date  or  name,  or  any  let- 
ter in  the  packet.  But  yet,  I  conclude  these  pamphlets  were  sent 
by  you,  and  accordingly  I  now  thank  you  for  them.  Your  dis- 
course on  the  Qualifications  of  Teachers  of  Christianity,  is  a  very 
acceptable  present.  Glass's  Notes  on  Scripture  Texts  contain  some 
things  that  are  very  curious,  and  discover  close  study,  and  a  criti- 
cal genius.  The  "  Treatise  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Jews,"  if 
written  by  a  christian  divine,  is  a  strange  and  unaccountable  thing ; 
by  reason  of  there  being  nothing  at  all  said,  or  hinted,  ab6ut  die 
Jews'  conversion  to  the  Christian  &ith,  or  so  much  as  one  mention 
of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  his  supporting  that  the  prophecies  of  Eoekiel 
are  to  be  literally  fulfilled,  m  the  building  of  such  a  temple  and  ci^  at 
is  there  described,  and  the  springing  of  such  a  river  firom  the 
threshold  of  the  temple,  and  its  runnbg  into  the  east  sea,  and  the  Jews 
offering  sacrifices,  and  observing  other  rites  spoken  of  in  Ezekiel ; 
and  that  the  Messiah  is  yet  to  come,  and  to  reign  in  Jerusalem  as 
a  temporal  prince,  etc.  And  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss,  as  to  the  au- 
thor's real  design,  whether  it  was,  to  promote  Judaism,  or  Deism, 
or  only  to  ^muse  his  readers. 

''Since  I  received  these  pamphlets,!  have  received  letters  from  aU 
my  other  correspondents  in  Scotland ;  but  none  from  yon.  Mr.  * 
M'Laurin  speaks  of  your  writing,  or  designing  to  write ;  but  sug- 
gests that  possibly  your  letter  would  not  arrive  so  soon  as  the  rest ; 
so  that  1  hope  I  shall  yet,  ere  bng,  receive  a  letter  from  yon.  The 
letters,  I  have  received  from  my  other  corirespondents,  make  men- 
tion of  a  great  revival  of  religion  in  Guelderland,  and  Afr.  M'Las- 
rin  has  sent  me  printed  accounts  of  it,  published,  as  I  iniderstaQd, 
by  Mr.  GHllies,  his  son-in-law,  being  extracts  of  letters  from  Hol- 
land.  I  had  some  notice  of  it  before,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Daven- 
port, who,  for  the  most  part,  resides  in  New-Jersey.  The  account 
he  wrote,  was  brought  over  from  Hdknd,by  a  young  Dutch  minister, 
whose  natne  is  Jcrfin  Frielinghausen,  bom  in  NewJersey,  second 
son  to  an  eminent  Dutch  minister  there.    His  elder  btoiier  is  set- 
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tied  at  Albany,  ttid  by  aB  accowits,  Is  an  able  aad  faithful  nbi^r 
This  second  son  has  been  in  HoUand  two  years,  I  suppose- lo  per- 
fect his  education  in  oi^  of  their  Umversities,  where  his  brother  at 
Albany  had  his  education.  He  came  over  into  America  the  kst 
summer,  having  just  been  married  and  ordained  in  Holland,  in  or^ 
der  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  some  of  the  places,  that  had  been 
under  his  father's  care. 

<^The  accounts,  Mr.  Davenport  gives  from  him,  are  not  so  pardcu^ 
hr,  as  those  that  are  published  by  Mr.  Gillies.  But  there  is  (me 
material  and  important  circumstance,  niiuch  he  mentions,  not  taken 
notice  of  in  the  accounts  from  Scotland,  viz.  that  the  Stadtholdbr 
iiras  much  [deased  with  the  work. 

'*  At  the  same  time,  that  we  rejoice  in  that  glorious  work,  and 
praise  God  for  it,  it  concerns  us  carefully  to  pray,  that  (Sod's  mm^ 
isters  and  people  there  may  be  directed  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
wherein  wisdom  and  great  discredon  are  so  exceedingly  needed, 
and  great  cave  and  skill,  to  distinguish  between  true  and  false  reiir 
gran ;  between  those  inward  experiences,  which  lure  from  the  saving 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  those  that  are  from  Satan,  trans- 
Ibmung  himself  into  an  angel  of  light.  Without  this,  it  may  be  ex<- 
pected,  that  the  great  deceiver  wiU  gradually  insmuate  Mmsdf ; 
acting  under  disguise,  he  will  pretend  to  be  a  zealous  assistant  in 
buil(&g  the  temple,  yea,  the  chief  architect,  when  his  real  design 
will  be,  to  bring  all  to  the  ground,  and  to  build  Babel,  instead  of 
the  temple  of  Crod,  finally  to  the  great  reproach  and  grief  of  all 
true  friends  of  religion,  and  the  hau^ty  triumph  of  its  adversaries. 
If  I  may  be  albwed  n^  conjecture  in  thb  afiair,  there  lies  the  great- 
est danger  of  the  people  in  Guelderland,  who  are  concerned  in  this 
work.  I  wish  they  had  all  the  benefit  of  the  late  experience  of 
tins  part  of  the  Church  of  God,  here  in  America.  Mr.  M'Laurin 
informs  me,  dear  Sir,  that  you  have  a  correspondence  in  the  Ne^ 
therlands ;  and,  as  you  know  something  of  the  calamities  we  have 
suffered  from  tliis  quarter,  I  wish  you  would  give  them  some  khid 
admoaitbns.  They  will  need  all  the  warnings  that  can  be  given 
them.  For  the  temptation  to  religious  people,  in  such  a  state  of 
things^  to  countenance  the  glaring,  shining  counterparts  of  religion, 
without  disdngioshing  them  from  the  reali^r,  what  is  true  and  geiK 
ume,  is  so  strong,  that  they  are  very  hardly  indeed  restrained  from 
it.  They  will  at  last  find  the  consequences  not  to  be  good,  of  an 
abundant  declaring  and  proclaiming  their  experience,  on  all  occa*- 
sbns,  and  before  all  companies,  if  they  get  mto  that  way,  as  they 
will  be  very  likely  to  do,  without  special  caution  in  their  guides* 
i  am  not  so  much  concerned  about  any  danger,  the  interest  of  the 
revival  of  religion  in  Guelderland  may  be  in,  from  violent  open  oppo^ 
sition,  as  from  the  secret,  subtle,  unmscemed  guile  of  the  Old  Sep- 
p^ot.  I  perc^ve,  pbus  ministers  in  the  Netherlands  are  coocemt 
ed  to  obtain  attestations  to  the  good  abiding  effect  of  the  awakenings 
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in  ^cotknd  and  America.  I  think  it  b  fit  thejr  shouU  know  the 
very  truth  of  the  case,  and  that  things  should  be  represented^  nd- 
ther  better  nor  worse  than  thej  are.  If  they  should  be  repreffenW 
ed  worse,  that  would  give  encouragement  to  unreasonable  oppo- 
sers ;  if  better,  that  might  prevent  a  most  necessary  caution,  of  the 
true  fiieridsof  the  awakening.  There  are,  undoubtedly,  very  ma- 
ny instances  in  New-England,  in  the  whole,  of  the  perseverance  rf 
such,  as  were  thought  to  have  received  the  saving  benefits  of  the 
late  revival  of  religion ;  and  of  their  continuing  to  walk  in  newness 
of  life,  and  as  becomes  saints ;  instances,  which  are  iocontestible^ 
and  wUch,  men  must  be  most  obsdnately  bHnd  not  to  see ;  but  I 
believe  the  proportion  here  is  not  so  great  as  in  Scotland.  I  can* 
Bot  say,  that  the  greater  part  of  supposed  converts,  give  reason,  by 
then*  conversation,  to  suppose  that  they  are  true  converts.  Tiw 
proportion  may,  perhaps,  be  more  truly  represented,  by  the  propor^ 
tion  of  the  blossoms  on  a  tree,  which  abide  and  come  to  mature 
fruit,  to  the  whole  number  of  blossoms  m  the  spring. 

"  In  the  foremendoned  letter,  which  I  lately  received  from  BIr. 
Davenport,  he  mentions  some  degrees  of  awakeninjc,  in  some  {da- 
ces of  New-Jersey.  The  following  are  extracts  irom  his  letter. 
'4  returned  last  month  irom  Cape  May,  where  I  had  been  labour- 
ing some  time,  with  little  or  no  sucx^ess,  as  to  the  unregenerate; 
except  some^^at  encouraging,  the  last  day  of  my  preaching  among 
them.  Yet,  blessed  be  Ciod,  I  hear  of  the  success  of  several  min- 
isters in  the  Jerseys,  and  the  revival  of  religion  in  some  {daces ; 
though  it  is  very  dull  times  in  most.  Mr.  Reed,  of  Boundbrook,  has» 
I  hear,  some  encouragement,  by  reason  of  a  few  in  that  place 
being  under  conviction.  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  is  likely  to  settle  at 
Baskingridge,  I  hear,  has  still  more  encouragement;  and  Mr. 
John  Frielinghausen  more  yet,  among  the  Dutch.  He  is  the  se- 
cond son  of  the  Mr.  Frielinghausen,  mentioned  in  your  narrative^ 
who  died  a  few  years  ago.  This  second  son  came  over  from  Hol- 
land, where  he  had  been  two  years,  and  was  ordained  a  little  befi>re 
be  came  over,  the  last  summer.  Pious  ministers  among  the  Dutch^ 
this  way,  I  think  increase  faster  of  late,  thati  among  other  people, 
1  was  at  the  house  of  such  an  one,  Mr.  Varbryk,  as  I  came  ahmg 
in  this  journey ;  who  was  ordained  last  fall,  about  five  miles  beyond 
Dobbs'  Ferry,  in  New-York  government.  Mr.  William  Tennent 
told  me,  that  Mr.  John  Light,  a  pious  younff  Dutch  minister  in 
New-Jersey,  was  translating  die  accounts  fi*om  Holland  into  EInglish. 
Mr.  Brainerd  has  had  some  special  success  lately,  throu^  mercv; 
so  that  nine  or  ten  Indians  ap{)ear  to  be  under  conviction,  as  he 
tells  me ;  and  about  twelve  of  the  white  {)eople  near  them,  that 
used  to  be  stupid  like  the  very  heathen ;  and  many  others  more 
thous^tful  and  serious.  Mr.  Sacket  has  lately  been  favoured  with 
pecuuar  success,  in  reducmg  a  nimiber  drawn  away  and  in&ded 
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by  the  Separatists ;  and  some  epdeavours  I  have  used'  since  that, 
and  with  him,  have,  I  trust,  not  beea  altogether  in  vain.  The  good 
Lord  grant,  diat  false  religion  may  cease,  and  true  i^Kgion  prevail 
through  the  earth !"  This  letter  of  Mr.  Davenport  was  dated 
April  26,  1751. 

"  The  Dutch  people  in  the  provinces  of  New-York  and  New- 
Jersey,  have  been  famed  for  being  generally  exceedingly  ignorant, 
stupid  and  profane,  litde  better  than  the  savages  of  our  American 
deserts.  But  it  is  remarkable,  that  things  should  now  begin  to  ip- 
pear  more  hopeful  among  them,  about  the  same  time  that  religion 
IS  reviving  among  the  Dutch  in  their  mother  country ;  and  certainly, 
the  revivals  of  religion  which  have  very  lately  appeared,  especially 
among  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  do  verify  God's  holy  word,  which  not 
only  gives  such  great  encouragement  to  those,  who  have  engaged 
in  the  Concert  for  United  Prayer,  begun  in  Scotland,  to  go  for- 
ward, but  binds  it  strongly  upon  them  so  to  do ;  and  shows  that  it  will 
be  an  aggravated  fault,  if,  after  Crod  does  such  glorious  things,  90  soon 
after  we  have  begun  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to  ask  them,  we 
should  grow  cold  and  slack,  and  begm  to  faint.  A^d  I  think  what 
God  bas  now  done,  may  well  cause  those,  who  seemed  at  first, 
with  some  zeal,  to  engage  in  the  afiair,  but  have  grown  careless 
about  it,  and  have  leit  off,  to  reflect  on  themselves  with  blushmg  and 
con&ision.  What  if  you,  dear  Sir,  and  other  ministers  in  Scotland, 
who  have  been  engaged  in  this  affair,  should  now  take  occasion  to 
inform  ministers  in  the  Netherlands  of  it,  and  move  them  to  come 
into  it,  and  job  with  us,  in  our  united  and  extraordinary  prayers, 
for  an  universal  revival  of  religion  ? 

^'  As  to  my  present  circumstances,  I  came  the  last  week  to  this 
place,  having  undertaken  the  business  of  a  missionary  to  the  Indians 
nere ;  having  been  chosen  the  pastor  of  this  church,  and  chosen 
missionary  by  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  afiairs  in  Boston.  My 
instalment  is  appointed  to  be  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  next 
month.*  I  don't  expect  to  get  ready  to  remove  my  family,  till 
winter.  But  I  must  refer  you,  dear  Sir,  to  my  letters  to  Mr. 
M'Laurin  and  Mr.  Robe,  for  a  more  full  account  of  my  circumstan- 
ces, and  of  the  things  which  have  passed  relating  to  them.  I  have, 
with  this,  sent  you- the  Grazette,  containing  the  Resuh  of  the  late 
Council  at  N(»rtharopton,  and  intend  to  order  one  of  my  Farewell 
Sermons  to  be  put  up  for  you.  My  family  were  in  their  usual 
state  of  heahh  when  I  left  them,  excepting  my  youngest  child,  who 
had  something  like  an  intermitting  fever. 

"  Please  to  present  my  cordial  respects,  and  christian  love,  to 
your  dear  consort,  and  remember  me  in  your  prayers,  with  regard  to 

*  This  part  of  the  letter  must  have  been  written  in  Juljr,  a*  the  installation 
took  place  in  Au^futt. 
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the  trials  and  changes  I  am  caDed  to  pass  thiDugh,  and  the  new 
important  business  I  have  undertaken! 
'^  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
*^  united  and  obliged  friend  and  brother, 

"JONATHIK   EDWABJ>a.'' 

From  Mr.  Crillespie  he  received,  about  thb  period,  a  letter  most 
grateful  to  his  own  feelings,  expressing  a  lively  md  affectionate 
sympathy  in  his  afflictions,  as  weU  at  surprise  and  astonishment  at 
the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Northampton.  Mr.  Edwards,  in  bm 
reply,  comrauaioates  a  series  of  fects  respecting  them,  which  not 
only  were  adapted,  at  the  time,  to  remove  diese  impressions  of^ 
friend ;  but  will  be  found,  also,  to  contain  a  most  important  and 
salutary  lesson  of  instrucdon,  to  every  clergyman,  and  every  cboreh* 
The  solemn  caution  of  the  Aposde,  in  1  Cor.  iii.  10 — 15,  to  eveij 
minister,  to  take  care  how  he  builds  up  the  temj^  of  God,  ef 
wbkk  Jesus  Christ  is  the  foundation — a  caution,  which  refers  not 
only  to  the  natnre  of  the  (ioc^fMt  which  he  teaches;  but,d80,and 
even  more  especially,  (as  will  be  obvious  from  verses  16  and  17,) 
10  the  character  of  the  mttnbers  whom  he  adds  to  the  churdi  ot 
Christ,  which  is  the  temple  of  God ; — is  here  enforced  roost  solemn- 
ly, by  arguments  derived  from  experience. 

*<  To  the  Rev.  Hiomas  Gillespie,  Camock. 

''SioMridge,  July  1,  1751. 

^^  Rev.  and  vbkt  dear  Sib, 

*'  I  am  very  greatlv  obliged  to  you,  for  your  most  kind,  afiecdon- 
ate,  comfortable,  and  prontable  letter  of  Feb.  2,  1751.  I  thank 
you,  dear  Sir,  for  your  sympathy  with  me,  under  my  troubles,  se 
amply  testified,  and  the  many  suitable  and  proper  considerations, 
-you  suggest  to  me,  for  my  comfort  and  improvement.^  May  God 
enable  me  to  make  a  right  improvement  of  them. 

^'  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  dear  Sir,  that  you  are  shocked  and 
^  surprized,  at  what  has  bapp^ed  between  me  and  the  people  of  North- 
ampton. It  is  surprizing  to  all  impiurnal  and  considerate  persons 
that  live  near,  and  have  the  greatest  advantage  to  know  die  circum- 
stances ot  the  aSair,  and  the  things  that  preceded  the  event,  and 
made  way  for  it.  But  no  w(»der,  if  it  be  much  more  so,  to  stran- 
gers at  a  distance.  I  doubt  not,  but  that  God  intends  bis  own  glory, 
and  the  safety  and  prosnerity  of  Zion,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
mtarests  of  religion,  in  the  issue  of  th»  event. 

*'  But  it  is  best,  that  the  true  state  of  the  case  should  be  known, 
and  that  it  should  be  viewed  as  it  is,  in  order  to  receiving  that  instruc- 
tion which  divine  Providence  holds  forth  in  it,  and  in  order  to  pro- 
per reflectbns  and  right  improvement* 
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**  As  there  b  a  difference  among  particular  persons,  as  to  theiF 
natural  temper,  so  there  is  some  difference  ot'  this  kind  to  be  ob- 
served in  different  countries,  and  also  in  different  cities  and  towns. 
The  people  of  Northampton  have,  ever  since  I  can  remember,  been 
&med  for  a  hi^  spirited  people,  and  of  a  difficult  and  turbulent 
temper.  However,  though  in  some  respects  they  have  been  a  sdff> 
necked  people,  yet  God  has  beea  pleased,  in  times  past,  to  bestow 
many  distingui^ng  favours  upon  them.  The  town  has  stood  now 
near  one  hundred  years.  Their  first  minister,  Mr.  Eleazar  Ma- 
ther, brother  to  Dr.  Increase  Mather  of  Bo^n,  and  Mr.  Sam* 
uel  Mather  qf  Dublin,  Ireland ;  was  a  very  eminent  man  of  God. 
After  him  came  Mr.  Stoddard,  my  grandfadier,  a  very  great 
man,  of  strong  powers  of  mind,  of  great  grace  and  great  author- 
ity, of  a  masterly  countenance,  speech  and  behaviour.  He  had 
much  success  m  his  ministry ;  diere  being  maiw  seasons  in  his 
day,,of  general  awakening  among  his  people.  He  continued  in 
the  ministry,  at  Northampton,  about  dxty  years.  But  God  was 
pleased,  in  some  respects,  especially,  to  manifest  his  power  in 
the  weakness  of  his  successor ;  there  having  been  a  more  re- 
markable awakening,  since  his  death,  than  ever  had  been  till 
then,  in  that  town:  although  since  that,  also,  a  greater  declen- 
sion, and  more  awfol  departures  from  God,  in  some  respects, 
than  ever  before ;  and  so  die  last  minister  has  had  more  to  humble 
him,  than  either  of  his  predecessors.  May  the  efiect  be  answera- 
ble to  God's  just  expectatations. 

'<  The  people  have,  from  the  beginmng,  been  well  instructed ; 
having  had  a  name,  for  a  long  time,  for  a  very  knowing  people ;  and 
many  have  appeared  among  them,  persons  of  good  abilities;  and 
many,  bom  in  the  town,  have  been  promoted  to  places  of  public 
trust:  they  have  been  a  people  distinguished  on  this  account. 
These  things  have  been  manifestly  abused  to  nourish  the  pride  of 
theif  natural  temper,  which  had  made  them  more  difficult  and  un- 
manageable. Tliere  were  some  mighty  contests  and  controversies 
attong  them,  in  Mr.  Stoddard's  day ;  which  were  managed  with 
creat  heat  and  violence :  some  great  quarrels  in  the  Church,  where- 
in Mr.  Stoddard,  great  as  his  authonty  was,  knew  not  what  to  do 
with  them.  In  one  ecclesiastial  controversy  in  Mr.  Stoddard's  day, 
wherein  the  church  was  divided  into  two  parties,  the  heat  of  spirit 
was  r^sed  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  carae  to  bard  bk)ws.  A  mem- 
ber of  one  psiw  met  the  head  of  the  opposite  party,  and  assaulted 
him,  and  beat  nim  unmercifully.  In  latter  tupnes,  the  people  have 
had  more  to  feed  their  pride.  They  have  grown  a  much  greater 
and  more  we^thy  peq[de  than  formerly,  and  are  become  more 
extenffvel^  famous  in  the  world,  as  a  peojJe  that  have  ex- 
celled in  ^fts  and  orace,  aadhad  God  extraordmaril^  amoo^  them ; 
which  has  insensifafy  engendered  and  nourMhed  spiritual  pnde,  thai 
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grand  inlet  of  the  devil  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  avenue  of  all  man- 
ner of  mischief  among  a  professmg  people.  Spiritual  pride  is  a 
most  monstrous  tiling.  If  it  be  not  discerned,  and  vigouroudy  op- 
posed, in  the  begmning,  it  very  often  soon  raises  persons  above  their 
teachers,  and  supposed  spiritual  fathers,  and  sets  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  all  rule  and  instruction,  as  I  have  seen  in  innumerahle  in- 
stances. And  there  is  this  inconvenience,  attending  the  publishing 
of  Narratives  of  a  work  of  God  among  a  people,  (such  is  the  coi^ 
ruption,  tliat  is  m  the  hearts  of  men,  and  even  of  good  men,)  that 
there  is  great  danger  of  their  making  it  an  occasion  of  spiritual  pride* 
There  is  great  reason  to  think  that  the  Northampton  people  hav^ 
provoked  God  greatly  against  them,  by  trustmg  in  their  privileges 
and  attainments.  And  the  consequences  may  well  be  a  warning  to 
all  God's  people,  far  and  near,  that  hear  of  them. 

^^  Another  thmg,  which  probably  has  contributed  in  some  measure  to 
the  unhappiness  of  the  people's  manners,  was,  that  Mr.  Stoddvd, 
though  an  eminendy  holy  man,  was  naturally  of  a  dogmatical  temper; 
and  the  people  being  brought  up  under  him,  and  with  a  high  viane- 
ration  for  him,  were  naturally  led  to  imitate  him.  Especially  their 
officers  and  leading  men,  seemed  to  think  it  an  exceUency,  to  be 
like  him  in  this  respect. 

"  It  has  been  a  very  great  wound  to  the  Church  of  Northamp- 
ton, that  there  has  been  for  forty  or  fifty  years.,  a  sort  of  settled  di- 
vision of  the  people  mto  two  parties,  somewhat  like  the  (hurt  and 
Country  party j  in  England,  (if  I  may  compare  small  things  with 
great.)  There  have  been  some  of  the  chief  men  in  the  tovim,  of 
chief  authority  and  wealth,  that  have  been  great  proprietors  of 
their  lands,  who  have  had  one  party  with  them.  And  the  other 
party,  whidi  has  commonly  been  the  greatest,  have  been  of  those, 
who  have  been  jealous  of  them,  apt  to  envy  them,  and  afraid 
of  their  having  too  much  power  and  influence  in  town  and  church. 
Thb  has  been  a  foundation  of  innumerable  contentions  among 
the  people,  from  time  to  time,  which  have  been  exceeding^  griev- 
ous to  me,  and  by  which  doubtless  God  has  been  dreadfuDy  pio- 
voked,  and  his  Spirit  grieved  and  quenched,  and  much  confiisioQ 
and  many  evil  works  have  been  introduced. 

"  Another  thing,  that  evidently  has  contributed  to  our  calamitjes, 
is,  that  the  people  bad  got  so  established  in  certain  wrong  notions 
\  and  ways  in  religion,  which  I  found  them  in,  and  could  never 
^b.ejtt  them  out  of.  Particularly ;  it  vms  too  much  their  method 
to  lay  almost  all  the  stress  of  their  hopes  in  religion,  on  the 
particular  shape  and  method  of  their  first  work ;  i,  e.  the  first 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  on  their  hearts,  in  their  coimctioQ 
and  conversion ;  and  to  lock  but  litde  at  the  abiding  sense  and 
temper  of  their  hearts,  and  the  course  of  their  exercises,  and 
trids  of  grace»  for  evidences  of  their  good  estate.  Nor  bad  they 
learned,  and  many  of  them  never  comd  be  made  to  learn,  to  dit- 
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^aguish  between  impreaskms  on  the  knaginalioD,  and  lively  spiritual 
experiencey  and  when  I  came  among  them,  I  found  it  to  foe  too 
much  a  custom  among  them  without  discretion,  or  distinctbn  of 
occasions,  places,  or  companies,  to  declare  and  publish  their  ovvn 
experiences;  and  oftentimes  to  do  it  in  a  light  manner,  witliout  any 
air  of  solenuiity.  This  custom  has  not  a  little  contributed  to  spirit- 
ual pride  and  many  other  evih.  When  I  first  setded  among  the 
people,  being  young  and  of  litde  experience,  I  was  not  thoroughly 
aware  of  the  iU  consequences  of  such  a  custom,  and  so  allowed  or 
at  least  did  not  testify  against  it,  as  I  ought  to  have  done. 

^'Andherel  desire  it  may  be  observed,  that  I  would  be  far  fix>m 
so  lajong  all  the  blame  of  the  sorrowful  things,  that  have  come  to 
pass,  to  the  people,  as  to  suppose  that  I  have  no  cause  of  setf-re- 
flection  and  huimUation  before  God,  on  this  occasion.  I  am  sen- 
sible that  it  becomes  me  to  look  on  what  has  lately  happened,  as  an 
awful  frown  of  heaven  on  me,  as  well  as  on  the  people.  God 
knows  the  si«fulnes6  of  my  heart,  and  the  grei^  and  sinful  deficien- 
cies and  ofifences,  which  I  have  been  guil^  of,  in  the  course  of 
my  ministry  at  NcflrthamptoD.  I  desire  that  God  would  disoover  ^ 
them  to  me  more  and  more,  and  that  now  he  would  e^ctually  I 
humble  me,  and  mortify  my  pride  and  self-confidence,  and  empty  I 
me  entirely  ai  myself,  and  make  me  to  know  how  that  I  deserve  to 
be  cast  away,  as  an  abommable  branch  and  as  a  vessel  wherem  is 
no  pleasure;  and,  if  it  may  consist  withhis  holy  will,  that  be  would 
sanctify  me,  and  make  me  a  vessel  more  meet  for  my  Master's 
use ;  and  yet  improve  me  as  an  instrument  of  his  glory,  and  the 
good  of  the  souls  of  mankind. 

'^  One  thing,  that  has  contributed  to  bring  things  to  such  a  pass 
at  Northan^)ton,  was  my  youth,  and  want  of  more  judgment  and 
experience,  in  the  time  of  that  extraordinary  awakening,  about  six- 
teen years  ago**  Instead  of  a  youth,  there  was  want  of  a  giant, 
in  judgment  and  discretion,  among  a  people  in  such  an  extraordi- 
nary state  of  things.  In  some  respects,  doubdess,  my  confidence  v 
ia  myself  was  a  great  injury  to  me ;  but  m  other  respects  my  diffi-  ) 
dence  of  myself  injured  me.  It  was  such,  that  I  durst  not  act  my  / 
own  judgment,  and  had  no  strength  to  oppose  received  notions,  and 
established  customs,  and  to  testify  boldly  against  some  glaring  false 
appearances,  and  counterfeits  of  religion,  till  it  was  too  late,  ^d 
by  this  means,  as  well  as  others,  many  things  got  foolmg,  which 
have  proved  a  dreadful  source  of  spiritual  pride,  and  other  tbkigs 
that  are  exceedingly  contrary  to  true  Christianity.  If  I  had  had  more 
enerience,  and  ripeness  of  judgment  and  courage,  I  should  have 
guided  my  people  in  a  better  manner,  and  should  have  guarded 
tbMn  better  from  Satan's  devices,  and  prevented  the  spiritual  cala- 


*  In  1734^-35. 
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fnity  of  many  souls,  and  perhaps  the  eternal  ruin  of  some  of  them; 
and  have  done  what  would  have  tended  to  lengthen  out  the  tranquil- 
ity of  the  town. 

'*  However,  doubtless  at  that  time,  there  was  a  very  glorious  work 
of  God  wrought  in  Northampton,  and  there  were  numerous  instan- 
ces of  saving  conversion ;  diough  undoubtedly  many  w^e  deceived, 
and  deceived  others ;  and  the  number  of  true  converts^  was  not  so 
great  as  was  then  imagined.  Many  may  be  ready,  from  things  that  are 
lately  come  to  paito,  to  determine,  that  aU  Northampton  religion  is 
come  to  nodiing ;  and  that  all  the  famed  awakenings,  and  revivals 
of  religion  in  timt  place,  prove  to  be  nothing  but  strange  tides  of  a 
melancholy  and  whimsical  humour.  But  they  would  draw  no 
such  conclusion,  if  they  exacdy  knew  the  true  state  of  the  case^ 
and  would  judge  of  it  with  full  calnmess  and  impartiality  of  mind. 

'^  There  are  many  things  to  be  considered  in  the  case  of  North-  ^ 
ampton : 

^^  1 .  That  many  of  those,  who  have  been  most  violendy  engaged, 
and  have  chiefly  led  and  excited  others  in  it,  though  they  have-  ^ 
been  leading  men  m  the  town,  and  have  been  esteemed  considera- 
ble for  their  knovdedge,  estate  and  age,  and  have  been  professors 
of  religion,  yet  have  not  been  the  most  famed  for  piety. 

"  2.  The  leading  men,  who  have  been  the  most  engaged  in 
this  matter,  who  have  taken  vast  pains  to  stir  up  others  that  are  in- 
feriour,  have  had  tlus  great  advantage  in  their  bands,  that  the  con- 
troversy was  a  religious  controversy ;  that  that,  which  I  opposed,  was 
what  they  always  had  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  divine  truth,  a  pre- 
cious and  important  doctrme  of  the  wo^d  of  God;  and,  that  the 
cause  of  ray  opposers  was  the  cause  of  God.  This  has  led  the 
more  ignc^rant,  and  less  considerate  people,  to  look  on  their  zeal 
against  me  as  virtue,  and  to  christen  even  their  passions  and  bitter^ 
ness  in  such  a  cause  with  sanctified  names,  and  to  let  them,  loose, 
and  prosecute  the  views  of  their  bitterness  and  violence  without  a 
check  of  conscience. 

<'  3.  They  have  also  had  the  great  advantage  of  the  vast  venenK 
tbn,  the  people  had  for  Mr.  Stoddard's  memory ;  which  was  such, 
that  many  looked  on  him,  almost  as  a  sort  of  deity.  They  were  aU, 
(t.  e.  except  the  young  people,)  bom  and  brought  up  under  his 
ministry,  and  had  been  used  from  their  mfancy  to  esteem  his  sayings 
all  as  oracles.  And  he,  they  knew,  maintained  that  doctrine  which 
I  oppose,  with  great  positiveness  and  zeal,  and  opposed  the  contra^ 
ry,  which  I  maintain,  as  an  exceedingly  pernicious  doctrine.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I  naturally  appear  as  a  dangerous  oppoaer 
of  the  cause  of  Grod,  and  my  teaching  and  insisting  on  the  doctrine, 
which  Mr.  Stoddard  opposed,  appears  to  them  a  sort  of  horrid  |no- 
faneness. 

''  4.  Crafty  designing  men  have  abundantly  filled  the  ears  of  the 
more  ignorant  with  suggestions,  that  my  opinion  tends  to  overthrow 
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all  religion,  and  to  ruin  the  present  and  future  generations,  and 
to  make  all  heathens,  shutting  them  out  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

"  5.  Not  only  many  of  the  leading  men  of  Northampton  have 
used  their  utmost  endeavours,  to  engage  the  minds  of  the  common 
people  b  this  controversy,  but  they  have  also  been  put  forward,  by 
the  neighbouring  ministers  aU  round.  My  c^posers  have  also  been 
assisted  and  edged  oa  by  some  at  a  great  distance,  persons  of  note ; 
and  some  great  men  in  civil  authority  have  had  a  great  hand  in  it. 

"6,  It  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  contrary  opinion  to  mine, 
bad  not  only  knig  been  established  in  Northampton,  without  so 
much  as  one  opposer  to  it ;  but  it  had  also  been  mlly  and  quietly 
established,  for  a  long  time,  in  aD  thevneighbouring  churches  and 
congregations,  and  in  all  the  country  round,  even  to  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  so  that  my  opinion,  when  first  broached,  appeared  to  the 
people  exceedingly  singular.  Their  views  being  very  narrow,  it 
appeared  to  them,  that  all  the  world,  almost,  was  against  me.  And 
my  most  ^aAy  opposers  improved  this  advantage,  and  abundantly 
represented  me  as  all  alone  in  my  opinion. 

^'  7.  Many  of  the  people,  who  at  length  came  to  have  their  spi- 
rits much  raised,  and  were  brought  to  join  in  violent  measures,  yet 
came  slowly  into  it,  after  being  long  practised  with,  and  indefati- 
gable endeavours  uded,  to  engage  and  influence  them. 

"  8.  There  are  about  twenty  heads  of  families,  besides  others,  "N 
women  and  young  people,  who   ever   appeared   openly  agamst  / 
the  proceedings  of  the  town,  and  many  others  have  appeared 
friendly  to  me.     And  there  is  not  a  little  reason  to  think,  that  tliere 
are  many  more,  especially  women  and  youths,  that  would  appear 
so,  if  they  dare.     For  a  person,  by  appearing  ray  friend  at  North-; 
ampton,  even  so  much  so  as  openly  to  discountenance  my  being  turned 
out  of  the  pulpit,  exposes  himself  to  the  immediate  persecution  of  his 
neighbours,  and  perhaps  of  his  nearest  friends.     I  mean,  he  falls 
under  their  great  resentment,  loses  all  their  friendship,  and  is  every  . 
where  the  dbject  of  reproach. 

"  9.  It  is  to  be  considered,  that  these  things  have  happened  when 
God  is  gready  withdrawn,  and  religion  was  very  low,  not  only  at 
Nortb%Bpton,  but  all  over  New-England. 

^'10.  I  believe  the  devil  is  gready  alarmed,  by  the  opposition 
made  to  the  lax  doctrine  of  admission  to  the  christian  church,  and 
to  the  corresponding  practice^  which  had  been  so  long  established 
at  Northampton,  and  so  extensively  in  the  country ;  in  which  he 
found  his  account,  and  hoped  for  more  important  consequences,  and 
more  agreeable  to  him.  And  God,  for  wise  ends,  has  suffered 
him  to  exert  himself,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  in  opposition ; 
as  God  ordinarily  does,  when  truth  is  in  the  births 

"  But  I  am  drawn  out  to  an  unexpected  lengdi,  in  mv  observations 
on  these  things,  and  have  not  left  myself  room,  nor  time,  for  some 
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Other  tluDgs,  that  I  would  willingly  write,  and  must  therefore  refer 
you  to  my  letters  to  my  other  correspondents  in  Scotland ;  particu- 
lariy,  Mr.  M'Laurin,  Mr.  Robe,  Mr.  M'Cullooh,  and  Mr.  Erskine. 
To  some  of  them,  I  have  sent  a  particular  account  of  my  present 
circumstances,  and  of  things  which  have  lately  passed,  relating  to 
them.  I  would  only  say  in  general,  that  I  have  had  a  call  to  set- 
tle in  Stockbridge,  a  place  in  the  western  borders  of  New-England, 
next  to  the  province  of  New-York,  about  thirty-six  miles  from  Al- 
bany, and  about  forty  miles  from  Northampton,  the  place  where 
Mr.  Sergeant  was  minister  and  missionary  to  the  Indians.  I  am 
both  called  by  the  church  here,  constituted  pardy  of  Indians  and 
pardy  of  English,  and  am  appointed  misrionary  to  the  Indians,  by 
the  Conomissioners  of  Indian  affidrs,  in  Boston ;  agreeably  to  what 
you  suggest  in  your  letter,  as  though  you  had  been  able  to  foresee 
fiiture  events,  when  you  say, — *^  Perhaps  you  are  to  be  employed, 
where  the  Gospel  has  been  Utde  understood,  or  attended  to.''  I  sup- 
pose this  place  will,  for  the  future,  be  the  place  of  my  ordbary 
abode,  though  it  will  be  some  months  before  l  can  remove  my  fa- 
mily. I  have  no  leisure,  at  present,  to  write  on  the  subject  you 
speak  of,  viz.  mpressiom^  and  supposed  immediate  revetaHaru^ 
though  I  own  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject.  I  had  begun  to 
write  something  agamst  the  Arminians,  before  the  lateccHitroversy ; 
and  now  lately,  Mr.  Williams  has  written  a  book,  in  answer  to  mine 
on  that  subject ;  which  I  think  myself  obliged  to  answer,  if  God 
give  me  opportunity. 

"  I  have  much  to  teach  me  to  behave  Hke  a  pilgrim  and  stran- 
ger in  the  earth. .  But  in  the  midst  of  troubles  and  difficulties,  I 
receive  many  mercies.  Partiularly,  I  have  great  reason,  with  abun- 
daat  thankfulness,  to  take  nodce  of  the  great  kindness  of  my  friends 
in  Scodand.  Blessed  be  God,  who  never  forsakes  those,  diat  trust 
in  him ;  and  never  wants  instruments,  for  the  conveyance  of  his 
goodness  and  liberality  to  those,  who  sufier  in  his  cause ! 

"  I  shall  take  care,  that  there  be  conveyed,  with  tins  letter,  to 
you,  one  of  my  Farewell  Sermons,  and  die  Result  of  the  Council, 
that  sat  at  Northampton  the  last  May.  Remember  me,  dear  Sir, 
at  the  throne  of  grace,  with  regatd  to  all  my  trials ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  my  new  circumstances,  and  the  important  service  I  have 
undertaken  in  this  place — and  please,  in  your  next,  to  infcnrn  me, 
what  femily  you  have,  and  of  their  state. 
"  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
<*  affecdooete  fnend  and  brochet, 

'  "Jonathan  Edwabds." 

The  following  letter  of  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Rev.  Isaac  HoDis, 
the  patron  of  one  of  the  Indian  schools  at  Stockbridge,  will  explain 
some  of  the  difficulties,  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
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"To  Mr.  Hdlis. 

«  StoMridge,  My  i,  175L 

•*  Ret.  jlnd  honoured  Sir, 

"  Having  seen  your  late  letter  to  Mr.  Prince  of  Boston,  and 
another  to  Capt.  Kellogg,  received  this  summer,  and  having  lately 
been  appomted  Missionary  to  the  Indians  in  this  place,  I  thought 
myself  obliged  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  who 
have  exerted  yourself,  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner,  to  promote 
our  interests  here,  to  serve  which  I  am  now  devoted;  partly  to  of- 
fer vou  my  thanks  for  what  you  have  done,  and  have  lately  offered 
to  do,  with  so  fervent  and  enlarged  a  heart,  and  bountiful  a  hand, 
for  the  advancement  and  enlargement  of  Christ's  kingdom  of  grace 
among  this  poor  people,  and  the  eternal  welfare  of  their  souls; 
which  nMiy  well  excite  the  joy  and  admiration  of  all  good  chrisdans, 
the  thanks  of  all  who  make,  the  interests  of  Zion  their  own,  and 
especially  of  him  who  has  the  souls  of  the  Indians  committed  to  his 
own  more  immediate  care. 

"  I  write,  also,  pardy  to  inform  you  of  what  I  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  observe,  of  the  state  of  tfamgs  here,  relating  to  the  ankir  of 
the  instruction  of  the  Indians,  which  you  have  a  right  to  know;  it 
being  an  aflair  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  so  greatly  to  inter- 
est yourself,  and  which  depends  so  much  on  the  effects  of  your 
most  generous  christian  beneficence.  1  have  had  considerable  op- 
portunhy  to  observe  the  state  of  tilings ;  for  though  it  is  but  about 
a  month  smce  I  came  here,  after  I  had  undertaken  the  work  of  the 
ministry  here,  as  the  stated  Missionary,  yet  I  had  been  here  before, 
two  months  in  the  winter,  and  then  spent  much  time  with  the  Iih 
dians,  particulariy  with  the  Mdiawks  under  the  cate  of  Capt. 
KeUogg. 

"There  are  here  two  schools  for  the  mstruction  of  Indian  chQd- 
ren :  one  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  which  be- 
gan soon  aifter  Mr.  Sergeant  began  to  preach  to  these  Indians, — ^tiiis 
school  consists  who%  oftfae  proper  Housatonnuek  Indians ;  the  other, 
under  the  care  of  Capt.  Kellogg,  which  he  began  with  the  Hotua- 
tonifuctUf  on  the  plan  which  Mr.  Sergeant  projected ;  but,  in  th^ 
changeable  tmsettled  state,  m  which  thinzs  have  been  since  Mr. 
Sergeant's  death,  it  has  been  altered  ftom  mat  form,  and  the  Hou- 
satonnuek boys  have  left  it,  and  it  now  consists  wholly  of  Mohmok 
children,  whfch  have  been  brought  down  hitiier  by  their  parents, 
from  their  own  proper  country,  about  eighty  miles,  to  this  end,  that 
they  might  be  taugbt  to  read,  and  write,  and  be  instructed  in  the 
christian  religion. 

"  There  are  some  things,  which  give  a  hopefiil  prospect  widi  re- 
gard to  these  Mohai^  Indians ;  particularly  the  forward  inclination 
of  die  children  and  their  aptness  to  learn.  But  that,  which  has 
evidentiy  been  the  greyest  defect  from  the  beginning  m  the  method 
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of  instruction  here,  k,  that  no  more  proper  and  ^ectual  mea- 
sures ba%e  been  taken,  to  bring  the  children  ti^^t  are  here, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Engli^  tongue.  For  want  of  this, 
all  the  labour  and  cost,  which  have  been  expended  in  schools 
here,  for  about  fourteen  years,  have  been  consequently  to  but 
little  effect  or  benefit.  When  the  children  are  taught  to  read, 
many  of  them,  for  want  of  the  English  language  know  nothing  of 
what  they  read ;  their  books  being  all  in  EngUsh.  They  merely 
learn  to  make  such  and  such  sounds,  op  the  sight  of  such  and  such 
marks,  but  know  not  the  meanwg  of  the  words,  and  so  have  neither 

t)rofit  noir  pleasure  in  reading,  aiid  will  therefore  be  apt  soon  to 
ose  even  what  they  have  learned,  having  no  benefit  or  entertain- 
ment in  the  use  of  it. 

.  "  It  i?  on  many  other  accounts  of  great  importance,  that  they 
should  be  brought  to  know  the  English  language.  This  would 
greatly  tend  to  forward  their  bstruction;  their  own  barbarous  lan- 
guages bemg  exceedmgly  barren,  and*  very  unfit  to  express  moral 
and  divine  things.  It  would  likewise  open  their  minds,  and,  by 
means  of  their  acquaintance  and  conversation  with  the  English^ 
would  tend  to.  advance  them  in  knowledge  and  civilization.  Some 
pabs  has  been  taken  tQ  teach  the  children  the  English  tongue,  but 
nothing  very  considerable  has  bcjen  accomplished.  And  I  can 
thmk  of  but  two  ways  in  which  it  can  be  eflfected  >--either  by  intro- 
ducing a  number  of  English  children  into  the  schools,  to  learn  with 
them,  and  be  their  mates ;  or  by  distributing  the  Indian  children  into 
English  families,  to  live  there  a  year  or  two,  where  they  must  be 
allowed  to  speak  the  English  and  nothing  else,  and  then  return  inta 
th(^  Indian  schools,  to  perfect  them  in  reading  and  writing,  and  the 
knowledge  of  tlie  principles  of  religion,  and  all  other  useiul  knowl- 
edge. The  latter,  if  their  parents  can  be  persuaded  to  consent  to 
it,  as  probably  they  may,  wiU  be  much  the  most  effectual. 

"I  would  therdTore^  Sir,  humbly  propose,  that  some  such  me- 
thod should  be  taken  with  regard  to  tne  children,  who  have  the  be- 
nefit of  your  liberality;  and  mat  part  of  your  bene£aotion^ould  be 
expended  m  this  way,  under  the  care  of  prudeiit  and  faithful  Trus- 
tees ;  for,  in  order  to  the  business  being  managed  thoroughly  m  fu- 
ture, a  great  deal  of  care  and  activity  will  be  necessary,  vasdy 
more  than  the  schoolmaster  can  have  leisure  for.  There  are  ma- 
ny things,  pertaining  to  the  regulation  of  the  afiairs  of  the  instruc* 
tion  of  the  Indian  children,  which  seem  greatly  to  require  the  care 
of  a  number  of  persons,  who  shall  be  entrusted  to  dispose  things  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  discretion ;  sending  from  time  to  time,  a 
particular  and  exact  account  of  the  maimer,  in  which  diey  have  laid 
out  TOur  money. 

"I  thought  myself  obliged  to  give  you  these  intimations }  you  be- 
ing at  a  great  distance,  and  not  capable  of  knowing  the  exact  state 
of  things,  any  otherwise,  than  by  tne  information  of  those  who  are 
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on  the  spot;  and  It  being  fit  that  you  should  know  thk^se  drcun^stan- 
ces,  whK^h  are  of  so  much  importance  to  the  afimr,  that,  without  a 
proper  regard  to  them,  the  great  expense,  which  you  incur,  is  liable 
to  be  in  a  great  measure  in  vain. 

*^  I  humbly  request  your  prayers  to  the  Fountain  of  aH  light  and 
grace,  for  his  guidance  and  assistance  in  this  important  service^ 
which  I  have  lately  undertaken  in  this  place. 
"  I  am,  Honoured  Sir, 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 
^^  And  a£tetk)nate  brother  in  die  gospel  ministry, 

^<  Jonathan  Edwards. 

A  conferei|ce  was  appobted,  to  be  held  at  Albany,  the  last  week 
in  June,  1751,  between  die  Commissioners  of  the  govemraent^of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New-York,  and  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Iroquds,  or  Six  Nations,  fcNr  the  purpose  of  making  a  treaty..  The 
Commissioners  of  Massachusetts  were  directed  to  pass  through 
Stocltbridge,  an  their  way  to  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring 
whh  the  Mohawks,  already  there,  about  dieir  settlement  in  New^ 
England.  On  their  arrival,  they  fouind  that  Hendrick,  and  almost 
all  the  heads  of  families,  on  account  of  their  disgust  at  the  neglect 
of  their  children,  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Kellogg,  had  returned  to 
their  own  country.  In  consequence  of  this,  they  requested  Mr. 
Edwards  to  go  to  AH^aily,  and  be  ]^esent  at  the  conference ;  whith^ 
er  he  accordingly  w^t,  the  first  week  in  July.  In  an  interview 
with  Hendrick  and  Nicholas,  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  diem,  to 
influence  as  many  of  the  Mohawk  Chiefs,  as  possible,  to  go  to  Stock- 
bridge,  and  there  treat  of  their  removal  to  New-England.  This 
being  urged  upon  them  afterwards,  by  the  Commissioners  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  agreed  to  by  them  and  the  other  Chiefs;  and  a  ccm- 
ference  appomted,  to  be  held  at  Stockbridee,  in  August  Mr.  Ed- 
wards then  returned  to  Stockbridge,  and,  m  the  latter  part  of  July,- 
to  his  family  m  Northampton. 

-  The  first  week  in  August,  he  removed  bis  family  and  efilects  from 
Northampton  to  Stockbridge;  and  (hi  lliursday,  Ang.  8th^  was 
regulaH|r  installed  as  the  minister  of  die  congregation  in  that  place, 
and  inducted  into  the  offiee  (^  Misnonarv,  lo  the  Indians  residkigf 
in  its  vicinity.  His  salary  was  derived  from  diree  sources :  fix>m 
the  parish  of  Stockbridge  5  from  the  Society  in  London,  for  pro*' 
pagating  the  (Stospel  in  New-Endand,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  whose* 
missionary  he  was,  through  dieir  Commissioners  at  Boston ;  and  from 
the  Legi^ure  of  the  Colony,  as  a  part  of  thci  annual  frmd  devoted' 
to  die  civilizadcm  of  the  Indians.  This  latter  sum  was  paid^  of  course^- 
to  the  individual,  who  held  the  office  of  minister  and  missionary  ai 
Stockbridge^  akfaough  the  government  had  no  voice  in  his  appoint* 
ment. 

On  Tuesday,  Augi  ISifa,  die  Chiefs  6f  the  Mohawks  came  fironi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


472  UFB    or   PRBSIDCNT    EDWAlU>fl« 

their  iwo  principQl  settlements,  to  Stockbridge,  and  met  the  Com^ 
missioners  of  the  province.  The  Chiefs  expressed  a  very  strong 
desire,  that  their  childreii  might  be  instruded ;  but  objecteid  to  the 
removal  to  Stockbridge,  on  die  ground,  that  the  affidrs  of  the  Mo* 
hawks  there  were  left  in  the  utmost  confusion,  that  no  regular  school 
was  establishedi  and  no  thorough  means  taken  for  the  educatioaof 
their  children.  After  reminding  the  Commissioners,  how  often  the 
English  had  failed  to  fulfil  their  promises,  and  disappcnnted  the 
hopes,  which  they  had  encouraged  them  to  entertain,  they  request- 
them  t^  premise  noting,  hi4  vh&i  the  government  vxndd  certainly 
pefform^  The  Commbsioners  agreed  among  themselves,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  utter  incompetency  of  Capt  Kellogg,  another 
inatructer,  a  man  of  learning  and  skiU,  must  be  procured  for  the 
Mc^wk  school  >  and  promised  the  CUefs,  that  a  regular  scboot 
shoukl  be  establ^hed  for  their  children,  and  a  competent  in^tructei^ 
speedily  procured*  After  this,  the  Chiefs  declared  their  accept 
tanoe  of  the  proposals  made  to  tliem,  of  sending  their  diildren  to 
Stockbridge  for  mstrucsion,  and  of  coming,  a  number  of  them,  to 
reside  there ;  and  tendered  a  belt  of  wampum  to  the  Commission* 
ersy  in  confirmation  of-  the  agreement,  which  was  accepted.  Ob 
Thursday,  Aug.  22y  the  Council  was  dissolved,  and  the  Chiefr 
went  home. 

.  The  M^ufis^  at  this  time,  discovered  a  very  stro^  desire  to 
promc^  the  educatiott  of  their  children,  and  ajx  unusual  willingness 
to  receive  religious  ioBtruction ;  as  did  also  a  part  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Omiyutatf  or  Oneida$^  residing  at  Onofhohquavgii^  or  Onohqucan^ 
gaj  a  settlement  on  the  Susquehannah.  The  Fr^acb,  having  been 
apprised  of  ike  efiEbrts  maldng  by  the  English,  m  behalf  of  the  Mo- 
hawks, were  busily  occupied  in  seducing  them,  and  the  other  tribes 
of  the  Iroquois,  to  emigrate  into  Canada ;  and  were  actually  erect- 
ing a  chain  of  forts,  extending  fi»m  Canada,  through  New-York^ 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  wilderness  beyond,  to  the  Missbini^  Mr. 
Edwards,  believing  that,  if  the  utmost  good  faidi  was  not  kqpt  with 
the  IMk^wks,  the  whole  plan  of  instnactiag  them  would  be  defeat- 
ed;, and  regarding  the  p^d^  as  a  most  critical  one  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Britidb  Colonies ;  addressed  a  letter,  oa  the  subject«of  the 
Indians,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Hiibbard,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. In  this  letJter,  he  gave  an  account  of  the  Council  held 
with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mohawks,  at  Stockbridge,  and  their  agrees 
ment  to  encourage  the  education  of  dieir  chiUbren  at  that  place ; 
menlicaed  the  interest  felt  in  the  sutject  by  the  Mohawks  and  the 
Qneiyutas,  and  by  some  of  the  Tuscaroras ;  stated  the  vast  impor* 
tance  of  the  eiListiBg  crisis,  for  securing  the  firiendsbip  of  the  Six 
Nations;  redted  the  maehinatkxis  of  the  French,  to  seduce  them 
fiom  the  Eisglish  interest,  and  dieir  hostile  movements  in  the  west ; 
pointed  out  Ae  religious  and  literary  instruction  of  the  Indiana^  as 
Urn  only.Bfieans  of  securing  thw  attachmient  ts  the  BMek  cause  ; 
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and  detailed  the  measui:es  necessary  to  be  pursued  at  Stockbridge^ 
to  promote  these  great  objects.^ 

VVhen  Mr.  Edwards  had.  removed  his  family  to  Stoc)cbridge,  he 
found  himself  exceedingly  embarrassed,  fix)m  die  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing the  land,  necessary  for  his  own  immediate  accommodation. 
When  the  town  was  first  settled,  it  was  granted  to  the  Housaton- 
nucks,  except  sixportiaruj  to  the  late  missionary,  the  school-mas- 
ter, and  four  other  settlers.  These  portions  were  now  distributed 
among  jfbwr^e^n  proprietors,  and  could  be  purchased,  only  at  a  very 
high  price.  He  therefore  presented  a  Petition  to  the  General 
Court,  at  their  session  in  October,  1751,  asking  leave  to  purchase 
the  necessary  lands,  for  his  own  accommodation — a  homestead  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  a  piece  of  wood-land  m  the  outskirts. 
The  Legislature  granted  him  leave  to  purchase  the  homestead,,  and 
recommended  to  the  English  inhabitants,  to  provide  the  necessary 
wood-land  for  their  minister. 

On  the  tract  of  land,  which  he  purchased,  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  Mr.  Edwards,  soon  after,  erected  a  commodious  dwelling, 
which  is  still  standing. 

*  I  reeret  that  the  length  of  this  interetting  letter  renden  its  insortion  im- 
practicable. 


Vol.  I.  60 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

.  Letter  to  Sir  W.  PeppereU. — Letter  to  Lady  Pepperett. — Letter 
to  his  father. — Arrival  of  Mr.  Hawlto. — iicreanng  importance 
oflnaian  Egtablishment.-^chemei  of  its  enemiee. — Fmn  stand 
taken  by  Mr.  Edwards. — Letter  to  Mr.  Oliver. — Letter  to 
'  Commissioners. — Difficulties  of  the  Mission. — Answer  to  Mr. 
WHHams^-^Letter  to  the  people  of  J^orthampton. — Marrie^ 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr. — Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. — Letter  to 
Mr.  HoUis. — Letter  to  Mr.  Hubbard. 

The  Indian  estabfishment  at  Stockbridge,  being  graduallj^  more 
and  more  known,  excited  more  and  more  the  attention,  and  mterest, 
of  the  benevolent  in  England.  Among  these,  Joshua  Paine,  Esq., 
of  London,  addressed  a  Letter  to  Sir  William  PeppereU,  the  Go- 
yemour  of  the  Province ;  requestmg  information,  as  to  the  proper 

|)lan  of  a  school  for  Indian  girls  at  that  place.  An  extract  frcun  mat 
etter  was  forwarded  to  IVfr.  Edwards  from  Sir  William,  through 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
write  to  Sir  William  on  the  subject.  He  accordingly  addressed  to 
him  the  foUoWmg  Letter. 

"  Stockbridge,  Nov.  28,  1761. 
^'Ho^NouRED  Sir, 

'^  When  I  had  the  opportunity  the  last  spring  of  waiting  on  your 
Excellency  at  your  seat  at  Kittery,  and  was  there  gratified  and  ho- 
noured by  the  kind  and  hospitable  entertainment  of  your  house,  I 
was  favoured  with  some  conversaUon  with  you,  concerning  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Indians  kt  Stockbridge,  and  the  business  of  the  mission 
here,  to  which  I  had  then  been  invited.  And  you  were  then 
pleased  generously  to  assure  me  of  your  good  offices,  in  aflbrding 
me  any  assistance  in  this  employment,  which  you  could  render  me, 
through  your  acquaintance  and  correspondence  in  London. 

"  I  have  lately  been  favoured  with  a  letter  fit)m  the  Hon.  An- 
drew Oliver,  of  Boston,  wherein  he  was  pleased  to  send  me  an  Ex- 
tract of  a  letter  to  you  from  Joshua  Paine,  Esq.,  of  London,  con- 
cerning a  proper  plan  of  a  school  for  Indian  girls  in  this  place,  and 
to  propose  to  me  to  write  to  you  oo  the  subject  of  the  said  Extract. 
This  encourages  me  to  hope  that  a  letter  itom  me,  on  this  subject, 
to  your  Excellency  will  be  kindly  received. 

*<  With  this  hope,  I  would  take  leave  to  say,  that  I  think  that,  as 
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the  boarding-sobools  here  are  now  m  thekr  commencement,  and  are 
yet  to  receive  their  form  and  character,  and  that  among  a  people 
hitherto  unaccustomed  to  any  method  of  instruction  whatever,  it  is 
a  great  pity  but  that  the  method  actuaUy  adopted  should  be  free 
from  the  gross  defects  of  the  ordinary  method  of  teaching  among 
the  English. 

*^  One  of  these  grand  defects,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  is  this,  that 
children  are  habituated  to  learning  without  understanding.  In 
the  common  method  of  teaching,  so  far  as  my  observation  extends, 
dukbrea,  when  they  are  taught  to  read,  are  so  much  accustomed  to 
readinc,  without  any  kind  of  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of  what  thejr 
read,  that  they  continue  reading  without  understanding,  even  a  long 
time  after  they  are  capable  of  understanding,  were  it  not  for  an  ha- 
bit of  making  such  and  such  sounds,  on  the  sight  of  such  and  such 
letters,  with  a  perfect  inattentiveness  to  any  meanmg.  In  like 
manner  they  are  taught  their  catechism,  saying  over  the  words  by 
rote,  which  they  began  to  say,  before  they  were  capable  of  easily 
and  readily  comprehending  them.  Being  long  habituated  to  make 
sounds  without  connecting  any  ideas  with  them,  they  so  continue, 
until  they  come  to  be  ci^iable  of  well  understanding  the  words,  and 
would  perhaps  have  the  ideas,  properiy  signified  by  the  words,  na- 
turally excited  in  their  mmds  on  hearing  the  words,  were  it  not  for 
an  hi^itual  hearing  and  speaking  them  without  any  ideas ;  so  that,  if 
the  questicm  were  put  in  phraseology  somewhat  new,  to  which  they 
have  not  been  accustomed,  they  would  not  know  what  to  answer. 
Thns  it  happens  to  children,  even  with  regard  to  the  plabest  printed 
catechisms,  even  those,  which  have  been  contrived  with  great  care 
and  art,  so  that  they  might  be  adapted  to  the  lowest  capacities. 

^'  I  should  therefore  think  that,  m  these  boarding-schools,  the 
children  should  never  read  a  lesson,  without  the  master  or  mistress 
takmg  care,  that  the  child  be  made  to  attend  to,  and  understand, 
the  meaning  of  the  words  and  sentences  which  it  reads ;  at  least 
after  the  cluld  begins  to  read  without  spelling,  and  perhaps  in  some 
degree  before.  And  the  child  should  be  taught  to  understand 
things  J  as  well  as  words.  After  it  begins  to  read  in  a  Psalter,  Tes- 
tament or  Bible,  not  only  the  words  and  phrases  should  be  ex- 
!»lained,  but  the  things  which  the  lesson  treats  of  should  be,  m  a 
iEuniliar  manner,  opened  to  the  child's  understanding ;  and  the 
master  or  mistress  sdiould  enter  into  conversation  with  the  child 
about  them.  Familiar  questions  should  be  put  to  the  child,  about 
the  subjects  of  the  lesson ;  and  the  child  should  be  encouraged,  and 
drawn  on,  to  speak  freely,  and  in  his  turn  also  to  ask  questions,  for 
the  resolution  of  his  own  doubts. 

^'Manv  advantages  would  arise  from  thb  method.  By  this 
means,  the  child's  learning  will  be  rendered  pleasant,  entertaining 
and  profitable,  as  his  mind  will  gradually  open  and  expand  with 
knowledge,  and  his  capacity  for  reasoning  be  improved.    His  lesson 
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will  cease  to  be  a  dull,  wearisome  task,  without  any  suitable  plea* 
sure  or  benefit.  This  will  be  a  rational  way  of  teaching.  Assist- 
ing the  child's  reaspn  enables  him  to  see  the  use,  and  end,  and  be- 
nefit of  reading,  at  the  same  time  that  he  takes  pains  from  day  to 
day  to  read.  It  is  the  way  also  to  accustom  the  child,  fit)m  its  in- 
fancy, to  think  and  reflect,  and  to  beget  in  it  an  early  taste  for 
knowledge,  and  a  regularly  increasmg  appetite  for  it. 

"  So  also,  with  regard  to  the  method  of  catechizing  children ;  be- 
side obliging  them  to  giv6  the  answers  in  the  printed  catediism, 
or  in  any  stated  form  of  words,  questions  should  be  asked  them 
fix)m  time  to  time,  in  the  same  familiar  manner,  as  they  are  asked 
questions  commonly  about  their  ordinary  afiairs,  with  familiar  in- 
structions, explanations,  and  rehearsals  of  things,  intermixed ;  and, 
if  it  be  pos^ble,  the  child  should  be  led,  by  wise  and  skilful  man- 
agement, into  the  habit  of  conversation  on  divine  things,  and  should 
gradually  be  divested  of  that  shyness  and  backwardness,  usually 
discovered  in  children,  to  converse  on  such  topics  with  their  supe- 
riors. And  when  the  printed  catechisms  are  used,  as  I  am  far 
fix>m  thinking  they  ought  to  be  entirely  neglected,  care  should  be 
taken,  that  the  child  should  attend  to  the  meaning  of  the  words,  and 
be  able  to  understand  them ;  to  this  end,  not  only  explaining  the 
words  and  sentences,  but  also  firom  time  to  time  varying  the  phra- 
seology, putting  the  quesUon  in  dififerent  words  of  the  same  sense, 
and  also  intermixing  with  the  questions  and  answers,  whether 
printed  or  not,  some  improvement  or  application,  in  counsels  and 
warnings  given  to  them,  founded  on  tne  answers  that  have  been 
given. 

"  Beside  the  things  already  mentioned,  there  are  other  things, 
which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  ought  to  be  done,  with  regard  to  ^e 
education  of  children  in  general,  wherein  the  common  methods  of 
instruction  in  New-Englaild,  are  grossly  defective.  The  teacher, 
in  familiar  discourses,  might,  in  a  litde  time,  give  the  children  a 
short  general  scheme  of  the  Scriptural  history,  beginnbg  with  the 
creation  of  the  world,  and  descending  through  the  various  periods 
of  that  history,  informing  them  of  the  larger  divisions,  and  more  im- 
portant events  of  the  story,  and  giving  them  some  idea  of  their  con- 
nection one  with  another ; — ^first,  of  the  history  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  then  of  the  New.  And  when  the  children  had  in  their 
heads  this  general  scheme,  then  the  teacher  might,  at  certain  times, 
entertain  them,  in  like  familiar  discourse,  with  die  particular  stories 
of  the  Scriptures,  sometimes  with  one  story,  and  then  with  another, 
before  they  oan  obtain  the  knowledge  of  them  themselves,  by  read- 
ing ;  for  example,  at  one  time  the  story  of  the  creation,  at  another 
time  the  story  of  the  flood,  then  the  dispersion  of  the  nations,  the 
calling  of  Abraham,  the  story  of  Joseph,  the  bringing  of  the  children 
of  Israel  out  of  Egypt :  And  in  the  New  Testament,  the  birth  of 
Christ,  some  of  the  chief  acts  of  bis  life,  his  death,  bis  resurrection, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE    OF    PRESIDENT  (OWAKDS.  477 

his  ascension,  die  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, and  some  of  the  chief  of  the  acts  of  the  Aposdes;  withal, 
pointmg  out  to  them  the  place  which  each  event  has  in  the  general 
scheme,  and  the  connection  it  has  with  other  mam  parts  of  it. 
The  teacher,  in  a  familiar  manner,  should  apply  the  events  of  the 
story  discoursed  upon,  with  the  design  of  informing  the  child's  un- 
derstanding, influencing  his  heart,  and  directing  his  practice.  A 
child,  who  is  able  to  read  his  Bible,  might  be  set  to  read  a  particu- 
lar Scriptural  history,  sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  another,  dili- 
gendy  observing  it,  and  examining  for  himself,  all  that  is  said  con- 
cerning it.  And  when  he  has  done,  he  might  be  called  to  the  mas- 
ter or  mistress,  and  enquired  of,  concerning  the  particulars  of  the 
history,  to  see  that  he  has  paid  attention,  and  is  able  to  give  a  good 
account  of  it. 

"  And  I  can  see  no  good  reason,  why  children  in  general,  be- 
ade  the  Scriptural  history,  should  not,  in  a  like  familiar  manner 
of  conversation,  be  taudit  something  of  the  great  successive  chan- 
ges and  events,  in  the  Jewish  nation/  and  the  world  at  large,  which 
connect  the  history  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Thus,  they 
might  be  informed,  in  short,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Four 
Great  Monarchies  succeeded  each  other,  the  persecutions  which 
die  Jews  suflfered  from  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  the  principal 
changes  which  happened  to  their  Church  and  State,  before  the 
coming  of  Christ.  And  they  might  be  shown,  how  such  and  such 
events  were  a  fulfilment  of  such  and  such  prophecies.  And  when 
they  learn  the  history  of  the  New  Testament,  they  might,  with 
much  profit  and  entertainment,  have  pointed  out  to  them,  many 
plain  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  which  have  their  fulfilment 
m  him.  And  I  can  see  no  good  reason,  why  children  cannot,  or 
may  not,  be  taught  something  in  general  of  Ecclesiastical  History, 
and  be  informed  how  things,  with  regard  to  the  State  of  Religion 
and  the  Church  of  Grod,  have  gone  on,  as  to  some  of  the  main 
events,  from  the  time  when  the  Scriptural  history  ended,  to  the 
present  time ;  and  how  given  Prophecies  of  the  Scriptures  have 
Deen  fulfilled  m  some  of  these  events ;  or  why  they  may  not  be 
told,  what  may  yet  be  expected  to  come  to  pass,  according  to  the 
Scriptural  Prophecies,  fix>m  this  time,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

"  It  appears  to  me  obvious,  also,  that,  in  connection  with  all  this, 
they  should  be  taught  somewhat  relating  to  the  chronology  of  events, 
which  would  make  the  story  so  much  the  more  distinct  and  enter- 
taining. Thus,  they  may  be  taught  how  long  it  was  from  the  Cre- 
ation of  the  world  to  the  Combg  of  Christ ;  how  long  from  the 
Creadon  to  the  Flood;  how  long  fix)m  the  Flood  to  the  calling  of 
Abraham,  etc. ;  how  long  David  lived  before  Christ ;  how  long  be- 
fore the  Captivity  in  Babylon  5  how  long  the  Captivity,  before 
Christ,  etc. ;  how  long  since  the  birth  of  Cljrist ;  how  old  he  was 
when  he  began  to  preach,  and  when  he  was  crucified ;  how  long 
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after  his  resurrection,  before  he  ascended ;  how  long,  also,  after 
the  destiiiction  of  Jerusalem  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  until  Babylon 
was  destroyed  by  Cyrus ;  how  long  after  the  beginning  of  die  r er- 
sian  Empire,  before  that  empire  was  overthrown  by  Alexander  ; 
when  was  the  great  oppession  of  the  Jews  by  Antiochus  Epifdnnes ; 
when  Judea  was  conquered  by  the  Romans;  how  long  after  Christ's 
resurrection,  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem ;  and  how  long 
before  the  empire  became  Christian ;  bow  long  after  Christ,  before 
the  Popes  claimed  such  and  such  powers;  when  the  worsUp  of 
images  was  mtroduced  ;  how  long  before  the  Reformation,  etc.  etc. 
All  children  are  capable  of  being  informed,  and  havins  an  idea  of 
these  things,  and  can  much  more  easily  learn  them,  ii  endeavoors 
were  used  to  that  end,  dian  many  things  \)diich  they  do  learn. 

<<  And  with  like  ease,  and  with  oqual  benefit,  they  might  be 
taught  some  of  the  main  things  in  Greography :  which  way  the  land 
of  Canaan  lies  firom  this ;  how  far  it  is;  which  way  Egypt  lay  bom 
Canaan;  which  way  Babylon  lay  from  Jerusalem,  and  how  far^ 
which  way  Padan- Aram  was  ^m  Canaan;  ^ndiere  Rome  lay  from 
Jerusalem ;  where  Antioch ;  etc.  etc. 

'^  And  I  cannot  but  think  it  might  be  apretty  easy  thing,  if  proper 
means  were  taken,  to  teach  children  to  spell  well,  and  gtrlt  as  well 
aff  bays.  I  should  think  it  may  be  worth  the  wliole,  on  various  ac- 
counts, to  teach  them  to  write,  and  also  to  teach  them  a  little  of 
arithmetic,  some  of  the  first  and  plainest  rules.  Or,  if  it  be  judged, 
that  it  is  needless  to  teach  all  the  children  all  these  things,  some  dif- 
ference might  be  made  in  children  of  different  genius,  and  cfaiMren 
of  the  best  genius  might  be  taught  more  things  than  others.  And 
all  would  serve,  the  more  speedily  and  efifectually,  to  change  the 
taste  of  bdians,  and  1o  bring  them  off  from  their  barbarism  and 
brutaliqr,  to  a  relish  for  those  things,  which  belong  to  civilization  and 
refinement. 

'^  Another  thing,  vrbkh  properly  belongs  to  a  christian  education, 
and  which  would  be  unusually  popular  with  them,  and  which 
would  in  several  respects  have  a  powerful  influence,  m  promoting 
the  great  end  in  view,  of  leading  diem  to  renounce  the  coarseness, 
and  filth  and  degradation,  of  savage  life,  for  cleanliness,  refinement 
and  good  morals,  is  teaching  them  to  smg.  Music,  especially  sacred 
music,  has  a  powerful  efficacy  to  soften  the  heart  into  tenderness, 
to  harmonize  the  affections,  and  to  give  the  mmd  a  reUsh  for  ob- 
jects of  a  superiour  character. 

'^  In  order  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  children,  which  ia  the 
main  design  of  the  whole  Indian  establishment  at  tips  place,  I  think 
that,  beside  their  attending  pubfic  worship  on  the  sabbath,  and  the 
daily  worship  of  the  family,  and  catechizmg  in  the  school^  and  fre- 
quent counsels  and  warnings  given  them,  ^en  all  together,  by  their 
teachers ;  each  child  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  cfealt  with  sing- 
ly, particularly  and  cbsely,  about  the  state  and  concerns  of  Im 
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sQuI ;  and  particular  care  should  be  taken  to  teach  and  direct  each 
child,  concerning  the  duty  of  Hcret  praj/efj  and  the  du^  pressed 
and  enforced  on  every  one ;  and  care  should  be  taken,  that  all  may 
have  proper  opportunity  and  conveni^oe  for  it. 

^<  1  need  say  nothing  concerning  buildings,  lodgings,  household^ 
stuff,  catde,  servants,  husbandry  instruments,  and  utensils  for  the 
children's  work ;  as  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  these  are  neces- 
sary ;  and  the  providing  of  them  will  doubdess  be  left  to  the  care 
and  discretion  of  the  Trustees,  that  shall  be  appointed. 

**  But  I  would  beg  leave  to  say  furjther,  with  regard  to  methods 
to  forward  the  proficiency  of  the  children  in  their  leammg,  that  I 
cannot  but.  think  measures  might  be  devised,  greatlv  to  encourage 
and  animate  them  in  it,  and  excite  a  laudable  ambition  to  excel. 
One  thmg  I  have  thought  of,  which,  as  appears  to  me,  might  have 
a  happy  tendency  this  way,  in  each  of  die  boarding-schools :  at 
certam  periods,  there  should  be  a  sort  of  public  exammadon  in  the 
school,  on  a  day  appointed  for  the  purpose,  which  shall  be  attended 
by  aS  the  Trustees,  and  all  in  the  town  wIk)  are  in  any  respect  con- 
nected with  Indian  affiurs,  and  some  of  the  neighbouring  ministers, 
ai^d  gendemen  and  ladies ;  and  also  that  the  chiefs  of  the  Indians 
be  bvited  to  attend ;  at  which  there  shall  be  a  public  trial  of  the 
pKoficiency,  which  each  one  has  made,  m  the  various  branches 
whieb  have  been  taught,  as  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetk^ 
knowledge  in  the  principles  of  religion,  knowledge  of  church  histo- 
ry, etc ;  and  that  a  premium  shall  be  given  to  such  as  are  found  to 
excel,  which  may  be  done  in  something,  that  will  very  much  please 
Indian  children,  with  but  little  expense.  And  likewise,  that  the 
wotks  of  the  children  be  then  produced,  to  be  judged  of,  that  it 
may  be  detwmined  who  has  made  the  greatest  proficiency  in 
learning  to  sew,  to  spin,  to  knit,  etc ;  and  that  a  reward  be  given  to 
such  as  have  excelled.  And  perhi^  also,  that  a  reward  be  then 
given  to  such,  as,  b^  the  testimony  oif  thdur  teachers  and  governors^ 
nave  excelled  in  virtue  <x*  dUic^ce,  in  care  to  speak  the  truth,  in 
strictlv  observing  the  sabbath,  m  good  manners,  b  respect  to  their 
supenours,  etc.  And  that,  in  the  day  of  public  trial,  there  be 
somewhat  of  an  entertainment  made  for  the  members  of  the 
school,  and  those  who  are  invited  to  attend.  This  not  only  might 
tend  grea^  to  stinmhte  the  children  in  theur  learning,  but  would  be 
very  pleasing  and  animating  to  the  tribea  of  Indians,  and  would 
have  great  influence  m  rei^ering  them  very  favourably  disposed  to 
the  affiurs  of  the  schools. 

<*  But  your  ExceQency  will  eanly  see  that,  in  order  to  the  prac- 
ticableness  of  these  things,  b  any  tolerable  degree  and  manner,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  duldren  should  be  taught  the  English  tongue ; 
and^imleed  this  is  of  the  most  absolute  necesat^,  on  almost  every 
account.  The  Indian  languages  are  extremely  barbarous  and  bar- 
ren, and  very  ill  fitted  for  communicating  thbgs  moral  and  dime, 
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or  even  things  speculative  and  abstract.  In  short,  they  are  wholly 
un6t  for  a  people  possessed  of  civilization,  knowledge  and  re- 
finement 

"  Besides,  without  their  learning  Ekiglish,  their  learning  to  read 
will  be  in  vain ;  for  the  Indians  have  not  the  Bible,  nor  anj  other 
book,  in  their  own  language.  Without  this,  their  teachers  cannot 
converse  with  them,  and  so  can  have  no  advantage  to  mstruct 
them.  Hence,  all  possible  means  must  be  used,  in  the  first  place^ 
to  introduce  the  English  tongue  among  the  children.  To  this  end^ 
much  pains  should  be  taken  to  teach  them  the  English  name  for 
every  thing,  and  English  words  that  signify  such  and  such  actions; 
and  an  Interpreter  might  be  used  for  a  while,  to  interpret  their  les- 
sons to  them,  and  to  teach  them  to  construe  them,  or  turn  them  inta 
Indian.  And  a  number  of  English  children  might  be  put  into  the 
school  with  the  Indian  children.  But  the  most  effectual  method  of 
all  would  be,  to  put  out  some  of  the  Indian  children,  first,  into  some 
good  English  families,  one  at  a  place,  to  live  there  a  year  or  two, 
before  they  are  brought  into  the  school ;  which  would  not  only  be 
above  all  others  the  most  successful  method,  but  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  at  least  at  first;  but  truly  a  great  deal  of  care 
must  be  taken  to  find  good  places  for  them,  and  to  look  well  to 
them,  and  to  see  that  they  are  well  taken  care  of,  m  the  families  to 
which  they  are  sent.  It  is  probable,  that  the  parents'  of  the  child- 
ren might,  with  proper  endeavours,  be  persuaded  to  such  a  mea- 
sure. 

^^But  it  will  doubtless  be  very  easily  and  quickly  determined,  by 
your  Excellency,  that,  if  such  methods,  as  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  or  anv  like  them,  or  indeed  any  other  efiectual  mea- 
sures, are  taken,  it  vnll  be  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  school 
should  be  under  the  constant  care  and  inspection  of  Trustees, 
who  live  upon  the  spot,  or  very  near  at  hand.  It  will  be  in 
vam  for  any  to  expect,  that  any  woman  can  look  after  such  a  school, 
and  provide  for  and  govern  so  large  a  family,  and  take  care  con- 
tinually to  order  and  regulate  so  many  and  great  affidrs  pertaining 
to  it,  within  doors  and  without,  without  much  asdstance  of  some 
always  at  hand,  who  are  able  and  faithful,  and  are  interested  and 
duly  empowered.  If  she  has  under  her  a  second,  or  a  kind  of 
usher,  and  has  servants  of  both  sexes,  yet  still  she  will  be  under 
the  necessity  of  havmg  some  superiour  assistance.  And  as  to  the 
precise  method  of  teaching,  and  regulating  the  discipline  of  the 
school  and  family,  it  must  be  left  very  much  to  their  discretion ; 
for  experience  alone  can  certainly  determine,  the  fittest  methods 
of  ordering  such  an  establishment,  so  new  and  untried,  though  very 

1)robable  conjectures  may  be  made.  And  experience  will  doubt- 
ess  direct  to  some  new  measures,  which  cannot  now  be  thought  of. 
Hoping  that  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  particulari^  and  mi- 
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nuteness,  into  ivhich  I  have  unintenlionaDy  been  led,  on  a  subject, 
about  which  I  cannot  but  feel  the  deepest  intere^, 
^^I  remain, 

"  With  very  high  respect, 

"  Your  most  humble  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

lo  the  package  to  Sir  William,  Mr.  Edwards,  in  coqsequence  of 
her  own  request,  fcnrwarded  to  Lady  PeppereD,  who  was  then  in 
very  deep  affliction,  the  following  letter ;  which  will  probably  be  re> 
garded  as  one  of  the  happiest  specimens  of  christian  sympathy  and 
condolence,  to  be  found  m  epistolary^writing. 

"ToLadyPepperell. 

"  StoMridgCy  Nov.  28,  1751.  . 
"Madam, 

"  When  I  was  at  your  house  in  Kittery,  the  last  sfuring,  among 
other  instances  of  your  kind  and  condescending  treatment  to  me, 
was  this,  that,  when  I^had  some  conversation  with  Sir  Williara, 
concerning  Stockbridge  and  the  afiairs  of  the  Indians,  and  he  ge- 
nerously offered  me  any  assistance,  in  the  business  of  my  mission 
iiere,  which  his  acquaintance  and  correspondence  in  London  ena- 
bled him  to  afibrd  me,  and  proposed  my  writing  to  him  on  our  af- 
fairs 5  you  were  also  pleased  to  invite  mef  to  write  to  you,  at  the  same 
time.  If  I  should  neglect  to  do  as  you  then  proposed,  I  should  fail 
not  only  of  discharging  my  duty,  but  of  doing  myself  a  great  honour. 
But  as  I  am  well  assured,  even  from  the  smdl  acquaintance  I  had 
with  you,  that  a  letter  of  mere  compliments  would  not  be  agreeable 
to  a  lady  of  your  disposition  and  feelings,  especially  under  your 
present  melancholy  circumstances ;  so  the  writing  of  such  a  letter 
is  very  far  from  my  intention,  or  inclination. 

"  When  I  saw  Ae  evidences  of  your  deep  sorrow,  under  the  aw- 
ful frown  of  heaven  in  the  death  of  your  only  son,  it  made  an  im- 
pression on  ray  mind  not  easily  forgotten ;  and  when  you  spoke  of 
my  writing  to  you,  I  soon  determined  li^hat  should  be  Uie  subject  of 
my  letter.  It  was  that,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  proper 
subject  ofcontemplation,  for  one  in  your  circumstances;  that,  which 
I  thought,  above  all  others,  would  furnish  you  a  proper  and  sufficient 
source  of  consolation,  under  your  heavy  affliction ;  and  this  was  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ : — pardcidarly  die  amiableness  of  his  chkracter, 
which  renders  him  worthy  that  we  should  love  him,  and  take  him 
iox  our  only  portion,  our  rest,  hope  and  jdj ;  and  his  great  and  un- 
paralleled love  towards  us. — ^And  I  hare  been  of  the  same  mind 
ever  since ;  being  determined,  if  God  favoured  me  with  an  oppor- 
tunity to  write  to  your  Ladyship,  that  those  thuigs  should  be  the 
subject  of  my  letter.  For  what  other  subject  is  so  well  cakulated 
to  prove  a  balm  to  the  wounded  spirit. 
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^^helf  U3  then,  dear  Madam^  contemplate  the  lovdiness  of  our 
blessed  Redeemer,  which  entitles  him  to  our  highest  love ;  and, 
when  clearly  seen,  leads  us  to  find  a  sweet  complacency  and  satis- 
faction of  soul  in  him,  of  whatever  else  we  are  deprived.  The 
Scriptures  assure  us  that  He,  who  came  mto  the  world  m  our  na- 
ture, and  freely  laid  down  his  life  for  us,  was  truly  possessed  of  all 
the  fulness  of  the  Godhead,  of  his  infinite  greatness,  majesty  and 
glory,  his  infinite  wisdom,  purity  and  holiness,  his  infinite  righteous- 
ness and  goodness.  He  is  called  <^  the  brightness  of  God's  glofy, 
and  the  express  image  of  his  person."  He  is  the  Image,  the  Ex- 
pression, of  infinite  beauty ;  in  the  Conten^lation  of  which,  God  the 
Father  had  all  his  unspeakable  happiness  from  etemi^.  That 
eternal  and  unspeakable  happiness  of  the  Deity  is  represented  as  a 
kind  of  social  happiness,  in  the  society  of  the  persons  of  the  Trinity ; 
Prov.viii.30,  **Then  I  was  by  him  as  one  brought  up  with  him,  I 
was  daily  his  delight  rejoicing  always  before  him."  This  glorious 
Person  came  down  fi?om  heaven  to  be  "  the  Light  of  the  world," 
that  by  him  the  beauty  of  the  Deity  might  shine  forth,  in  die  bright- 
est and  fullest  manner,  to  the  chil(hren  of  men. 

^*  Infinite  Wisdom  also  has  ccmtrived,  that  we  should  behold  the 
glory  of  the  Deity,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage, in  such  a  manner  as  should  be  best  adapted  to  the  capacity 
of  poor  feeble  man ;  in  such  a  manner,  too>  as  is  best  fitted  to  engage 
our  attention,  and  allure  our  hearts,  a$  well  a^  to  inspire  us  with  the 
roost  perfect  complacency  and  delight.  For  Christ,  having,  by  his 
incarnation,  come  down  froni  hb  Infinite  ei^altation  above  us,  has  be- 
come one  of  our  kinsmen  and  brothers.  And  his  gbry  shining  up- 
on us  through  his  human  nature,  the  manifestation  is  wcmderfbUy 
adapted  to  the  strength  of  the  human  vision;  so  that,  thou^  it  ap- 
pears in  all  its  effiilgence,  it  is  yet  attempered  to  our  sight.  He  is 
mdeed  possessed  of  infinite  majesty,  toin^ire  us  with  reverence  and 
adoration ;  yet  that  majesty  need  not  terrify  us,  for  we  behold  it  blend- 
ed with  humility,  medaiess  and  sweet  condescension.  We  may 
feel  the  most  profound  reverence  and  self-abasement,  and  yet  our 
hearts  be  drawn  forth,  sweetly  and  powerfully,  into  an  intimacy  the 
roost  free,  confidential  and  delightful.  The  cbread,  so  naturally  in- 
spired by  his  greatness,  is  dispelled  by  the  contemplation  of  his  gen-  ' 
tleness  and  humility ;  while  the  familiarity,  which  might  otherwise 
arise  firom  the  view  of  the  loveliness  of  his  character  merely,  is  ever 
prevented,  by  the  consciousness  of  his  infinite  miyesty  and  glwy ; 
and  the  sight  of  all  his  perfections  united  fills  u?  with  sweet  surprize, 
and  liumble  confidence,  with  reverential  love,  and  delightful  adora- 
tion. 

'^This  glory  of  Christ  is  properly,  and  in  the  highest  sense,  divine. 
He  shmes  in  all  the  brightness  of  gtery,  that  b  inherent  m  the  Deity. 
Such  is  the  e^^ceeding  brightoess  of  this  Sun  of  Righteousness,  that, 
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iii  cbiUparidon  of  it,  the  light  of  the  Natural  Sun  is  as  darkness ; 
and  hence,  when  he  shall  appear  in  his  glory,  the  brightness  of  the 
Sun  shall  disappear,  as  the  brightness  of  the  litde  stars  do,  when 
the  Sun  rises.  So  says  the  prophet  Isaiah,  "  Then  the  Moon  shall 
l>e  confounded,  and  the  Sun  shall  be  ashamed,  when  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion,  and  before  his  ancients,  glorioudy," 
isa.  xxiv.  33.  But,  although  his  light  is  thus  bright,  and  his  beaips 
go  forth  with  infinite  strength ;  yet,  as  they  proceed  from  the  Lamb 
of  God,  and  shine  through  his  meek  and  bwly  human  nature,  they 
are  supremely  soft  and  mild^  and,  mstead  of  dazzling  and  over- 
powering our  feeble  sight,  Mke  a  smooth  ointment  or  a  gentle  eye* 
salve,  are  vivifying  and  healing.  Thus  on  them,  who  fear  God's 
name,  "  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arises,  with  healing  in  his  beams," 
Mai.  iv.  2.  It  is  like  the  light  of  the  morning,  a  morning  without 
clouds,  as  the  dew  on  the  grass,  under  whose  influence  the  souls  of 
his  people  are  as  the  tender  grass  springing  out  of  the  earth,  by  clear 
shining  after  rain.  Thus  are  the  beams  of  bis  beauty,  and  brighl- 
ness,  fitted  ft)r  the  support  and  reviving  of  the  afflicted.  He  heals 
Ae  broken  in  spirit,  and  bindedi  up  their  wounds.  When  the  spi- 
rits of  hb  people  are  cut  down  by  the  sc3rthe,  he  comes  down  upon 
them,  in  a  sweet  and  heavenly  influence,  like  rain  on  the  mown 
grasd,  and  like  showers  that  water  the  earth.(Ps.  Ixxii.  6.) 

'^  But  especially  are  the  beams  of  Christ's  glory  infinitely  soften- 
ed, and  sweetened,  by  his  love  to  men,  the  bve  ihat  passedi  imow- 
ledge.  The  glory  of  1ms  person  consists,  pre-eminendv,  in  that 
infinite  goodness  and  grace,  of  which  he  made  so  wonderful  a  man- 
ifestation, in  his  love  to  us.  The  apostle  John  tells  us,  that  Qod  is 
Light ;  (l  John,  i.  5.)  and  again,  that  God  is  Love ;  (1  John^  iv.  8.) 
and  the  light  of  his  glory  is  an  infinitely  sweet  U^it,  because  it  is 
the  light  of  love.  Sat  especially  does  it  appear  so,  in  the  person 
of  oui"  Redeemer,  who  was  infinitely  the  most  wonderfiil  example 
of  love,  that  was  ever  witnessed.  All  the  perfections  of  the  Deity 
have  their  highest  manifestation  in  the  Work  of  Redemption,  vastty 
more  than  in  the  Work  of  Creation.  In  other  works,  we  see  him 
indirectly ;  but  here,  we  see  the  immediate  doiy  of  his  face.  (2 
Cor.  iii.  18.)  In  his  other  works,  we  behdd  him  at  a  distance; 
but  in  this,  we  come  near,  and  behold  the  infinite  treasures  of  his 
heart.  (Eph.  iii.  8,  9, 10.)  It  is  a  work  of  love  to  tUy  and  a  work 
of  which  Christ  is  the  author.  His  loveliness,  and  lias  love,  have 
both  their  greatest  and  most  affecting  manifestation  in  those  sufifer- 
ings,  which  he  endured  far  u$  at  his  death.  Therein,  above  all, 
appeared  his  holiness,  his  love  to  God,  and  hb  hatred  of  sin,  in  that, . 
when  he  desired  to  save  sinners,  rather  than  that  a  sensible  testimo- 
ny should  not  be  se^i  against  sm,  and  die  justice  of  God  be  vindi- 
cated, he  chose  to  become  obedient  unto  cteath,  even  the  death  of 
the  cross.  Thus,  m  the  same  act,  he  manifests,  in  the  highest  con- 
ceivable .degree,  his  infinite  hatred  of  sin,  and  his  infinite  love  to. 
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sinners.  His  holiness  appeared  like  a  fire,  burning  with  infinite 
vehemence  against  sin ;  at  the  same  time,  tlmt  his  love  to  aimers 
appeared  like  a  sweet  flame,  burning  with  an  infinite  fervency  of 
benevolence.  It  is  the  glory  and  beauty  of  his  love  to  us,  polluted 
^ners,  that  it  is  an  infinitek^  pure  love;  and  it  b  the  peculiar 
sweetness  and  endearment  of  \m  holiness,  that  it  has  its  most  glo- 
rious numifestaticm  in  such  an  act  of  k)ve  to  us.  AD  die  excell^i- 
ciea  of  Christ,  both  divine  and  humap,  have  their  highest  mBmf&ir 
tation,  in  this  wonderful  act  x>f  his  love  to  men— his  o&ring  up  him^ 
self  a  sacrifice  for  us,  under  these  extreme  sufferings.  Hereb 
have  abounded  toward  us  the  riches  of  his  grace,  in  all  wisdom  and 
prudence.  (Eph.  i.  8.)  Herein  appears  his  perfect  justice.  Hereb 
too,  was  the  great  displav  of  lus  humility,  b  being  willbg  to  de- 
scend so  k>w  for  us.  In  his  last  su^rbgs,  appeared  his  pbedienee 
to  God,  his  submission  to  his  dispodng  will,  his  patience^  and  his 
meekness,  when  he  went  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  opened 
not  his  mouth,  but  in  a  prayer  that  God  would  forgave  hb  crucifiers. 
And  how  affecting  this  manifes0tation  of  his  excellency  and  amia- 
Ueness  to  our  mbds,  when  it  chiefly  shbes  fordi  b  such  an  act  of 
love  to  us. 

<<  The  love  of  Christ  to  men,  b  another  way,  sweetens  and  en^ 
dears  all  his  excellencies  and  virtues;  as  it  has  brought  him  bto 
so  near  a  relation  to  us,  as  our  Friend,  our  elder  Brother,  and  our 
Redeemer ;  and  has  brought  us  into  so  strict  an  union  with  him, 
that  we  are  his  firiends,  yea,  members  of  his  body,  of  hb  flesh,  and 
of  hb  bones.  (Eph.  v.  30.^ 

<*  We  see  then,  dear  Maoam,  how  rich  and  how  adequate  b  the 
provisioB,  which  God  has  made  for  our  consolation,  in  all  our  af- 
flicticNos,  b  giving  us  a  Redeemer  of  such  glory,  and  such  love ;  es- 
pecially, when  it  is  considered,  what  were  the  ends  of  this  great 
manift^tation  of  beau^  and,  love,  in  hb  death.  He  sufl^d,  that 
we  might  be  delivered.  Hb  soul  was  exceedbg  sorrowful,  even 
unto  death,  to  take  away  the  stbg  of  sorrow,  and  to  impart  ever- 
lasting consolation.  He  was  oppressed  and  afflicted,  that  we  might 
be  supported.  He  was  overwhelmed  b  the  darkness  of  death, 
that  we  might  have  the  light  of  life.  He  was  cast  bto  the  fomace 
of  God's  wrath,  that  we  might  drink  of  the  rivers  of  his  pleasures. 
His  soul  was  overwhelmed  with  a  flood  of  sorrow,  that  our  hearts 
m%fat  be  overwhelmed  with  a  flood  of  eternal  joy. 

"  We  may  also  well  remember,  in  what  circumstances  our  Re- 
deemer now  is.  He  was  dead ;  but  he  is  alive,  and  he  lives  forev- 
er more.  Death  may  deprive  us  of  our  firiends  here,  but  it  cannot 
deprive  us  of  this  our  best  fiiend.  We  have  thb  best  of  firiends, 
this  mighty  Redeemer,  to  go  to,  b  all  our  afflictions ;  and  he  b  not 
one,  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feelbg  of  our  infirmities.  He 
has  suffered  far  greater  sorrows,  than  we  have  ever  suffered ;  and 
if  we  are  actually  united  to  him,  the  union  can  never  b§  broken. 
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but  will  continue  ^en  we  die,  and  when  heaven  and  earth  are 
dissolved.  Theref(»re|  in  this,  we  may  be  confident,  though  the 
eaith  be  removed,  in  him  we  shall  triumph  with  everlasting  joy. 
Now,  when  storms  and  tempests  arise,  we  may  resort  to  him,  who 
is  a  hiding  place  from  the  storm,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest. 
When  we  thirst,  we  may  come  to  him,  who  is  as  rivers  of  water  in 
a  dry  place.  When  we  are  weary,  we  may  go  to  him,  who  is  a& 
the  shadow  of  a  ereat  rock  in  a  weary  land.  Having  found  him, 
who  is  as  the  appk-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  we  may  at 
imder  his  shadow  with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  will  be  sweet  to 
our  taste.  Christ  said  to  his  disciples,  <'In  the  world  ye  shall  have 
tribulation ;  but  in  me  ye  shall  have  peace."  If  we  are  united  ta 
him,  we  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  q[>read- 
eth  out  its  roots  by  the  riya*,  that  shall  not  see  when  heat  cometh^ 
but  its  leaf  shall  ever  be  green,  and  it  shall  not  be  careful  in  the 
year  of  drought,  neither  sbaU  it  cease  from  yielding  fruit  He  will 
DOW  be  our  light  in  darkness ;  our  mormng-star,  shining  as  the 
sure  harbinger  of  amroachmg  day.  In  a  Utde  time,  he  will  arise 
on  our  soul^  as  the  Sun  in  his  gloiy ;  and  our  Sun  shall  no  more  go 
down,  and  there  shall  be  no  interposing  cloudr— no  veil  on  his  face, 
or  OB  our  hearts ;  but  the  Lord  shall  be  our  everlasting  light,  and 
our  Redeemer  our  glory. 

^'  That  this  glorious  Kedeemer  would  manifest  his  glory  and  love 
to  your  mind,  and  apply  what  little  I  have  said  on  thi8>  sobject,  to 
vour  consolation,  m  all  your  afllictions,  and  abundantly  reward  your 
lundness  and  generosi^  to  me,  while  I  was  at  Kittery ;  is  the  fer- 
vent prayer.  Madam,  of 

^^  Yonr  Liadyship's  most  obliged 
^^  and  affectionate  friend, 
<^  and  most  bumble  servant, 

<<  Jonathan  Edwards.'^ 

llie  repeated  afflictions  of  a  widowed  sister,  m  the  beginning  of 
the  next  year,  occasioned  the  foUowing  letter  to  his  fatiier,  con- 
taining some  allusions  to  the  state  and  circumstaooes  of  his  own 
family. 

''To die  Reverend  Timothy  Edwards,  East  Windsor* 

«  StockbridgBj  Jan.  21  y  1 752. 

**  Honoured  Sir, 

"  We  have  latety  heard  the  sorrowful  tidings  of  the  death  of  two 
of  Sister  Backus'*  children,  as  we  are  infcnmed  both  at  your 

*  Mrs.  Backus  the  fifth  sister  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  now  a  widow.  Her  hus. 
band,  the  Rev.  Simon  Backus  ofNewin^n,  (Wclhenfield,)  was  dest^ated 
by  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  as  chaplam  to  the  troops  sent  to  Louisburgh  in 
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house ;  which  is  the  occasion  of  Cousin  Eunice  returning  frbinr 
Stockbridge  at  this  time ;  she  hstving  a  desire  to  see  her  mother 
and  surviving  sisters  at  Wmdsor,  on  this  melancholy  occasion.  We 
are  much  afiected  with  sister's  great  and  heavy  aiCQictions,  and  la-' 
ment  the  death  of  two  such  likely  promising  children,  in  their  early 
youth.  It  is  mv  earnest  desire,  that  it  may  be  sanctified  to  us  of 
this  family.  I  desire  your  prsrvers,  that  it  may  be  so ;  pardculariy 
to  those  that  are  young  in  the  family ;  that  they  may  be  awakened 
by  it  to  diligent  preparation  for  death ;  and  that  we  all  may  take 
nodce  of  our  disdnguished  mercies,  widi  a  becoming  thankudness 
to  Qod*  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  favour  of  Heaven,  that  you,  my 
Parents,  are  sdll  preserved  in  die  land  of  the  Kving,  to  so  great  an 
age.  I  hope,  by  the  leave  of  Divine  Providence,  to  make  you  and 
nster  Backus  a  visit  m  the  ^ring.  We  are,  throi^h  mercy,  in 
our  ordinary  state  of  health,  except  that  fittle  Bet^  don't  seem  of 
late  to  be  90  well,  as  she  was  in  the  summer.  If  she  Hves  tiH  spring,. 
I  believe  we  must  be  obliged  to  come  again  to  the  use  of  the  coM 
^  bath  with  her.  My  wife  and  children  are  well  idedsed  with  our 
P^  present  situation.  They  like  the  place  far  better  tnan  they  eKpect"* 
ed.  Here,  at  present,  we  live  in  peace;  which  has  of  kmg  time 
beep  an  unusud  thmg  with  us.  The  Indians  seem  much  pleased 
with  my  family,  especially  my  wife.  They  are  generally  more 
sober  and  serious  than  they  used  to  be.  Bieside  me  Stockbridge 
Indians,  here  are  above  sixhr  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  live  here  tor 
the  sake  of  mstruction.  Twenty  are  lately  come  to  dwell  here, 
who  came  from  about  two  hundred  mfles  beyond  Albany.  We 
expect  our  son  and  daughter  Parsons  will  remove  hither  in  a  short 
time.    Many  of  their  goods  are  already  brought  up." 

[After  alluding  to  the  indigent  circumstances  of  his  dster  Mrs. 
Backus,  and  her  family,  and  mentioning  that  himself  and  Mrs*  Ed- 
wards bad  dc«ie  every  thing  for  his  niece,  wluch  was  in  their  power, 
he  [nroceeds.] 

*^  1  hope  some  of  her  fiiends  wiD  be  kind  to  her  in  thitf  respect. 
There  are  perhaps  none  of  her  uncles,  but  are  much  better  able  to 
help  her,  than  I  am  at  this  time ;  who,  by  reason  of  lately  marrying 
two  children,  and  the  charge  of  bujring,  building  and  removing,  am, 
I  suppose,  about  £2000  in  debt,  in  thb  Province  money .^    I 


1746,  to  prevent  itt  recapture  bj  the  French.  He  died  there  eoon  after  Uii 
arrival.  The  vessel,  containing  his  effects,  and  a  considerable  sum  contributed 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  for  his  family,  was  cast  away  on  its  return;  and 
the  family  were  left  in  very  mdigent  circumstances. 

*  I  suppose  that  this  means  £3000  old  ienor^  as  it  was  then  caUed  ;  the  valae 
of  which  continually  varied,  but  has  been  commonly  estimated  at  6s.  Sd,  tier* 
ling  to  the  pound. 
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should  be  glad  if  sister  Maiy  would  suggest  it  to  brother  Elkwortb 
to  do  something  for  her.  If  she  don't  care  to  do  it  m  her  own 
name,  let  her  do  it  in  mbe,  as  doing  the  eitand  from  me.  Please 
to  give  my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  my  love  to  sister  Mary.  My 
wife  is  at  this  moment  from  home.  My  children  give  their  duty  to 
iheir  Grandparents,  and  aimt9,  and  love  and  affecuonate  condolence 
So  ihpif  mpumful  surviving  cousins*  •  , 

'^  J  am,  honoured  Sir, 

*'  ypur  dutiful  son, 

^*  Jonathan  Edwaj^jds." 

The  allusion  to  his  pecuniary  circumstances,  made  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards in  the  preceding  letter,  reouires  explanation.  What  was  the 
fKAual  amount  of  his  salary  at  NorthamptcHi,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertEtin ;  but  he  speaks  of  it,  in  one  of  his  letters,  as  '^  the 
largest  salanr  of  any  country  minister  in  New-England."  Soon 
ufter  his  settlement' there,  he  purchased  a  valuable  homestead,  with 
die  requisite  lands  for  pasturage  and  fuel,  and  erected  a  commodi* 
ous  dweHmg-house.  These,  by  the  strictest  economy,  had  all 
been  paid  for,  bef<Mre  his  dismission.  It  was  several  years,  however, 
after  nis  removal  to  Stockbridge,  before  he  could  sell  bis  property 
at  NcHthampton.  In  the  mean  time,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
purchasing  another  homestead,  and  of  erecting  another  dwelhng- 
nouse  at  Stockbridge.  The  debt  thus  incurred,  added  to.  the  ex- 
pense of  removmg  his*fiunily,  subjected  them  for  a  time  to  very  se- 
rious pecuniary  embarrassments  and  hk  daughters,  who  had  recei* 
ved  not  only  an  enlightened,  but  a  polished,  education,  readily  lent 
their  aid,  to  relieve  the  fiimily  from  the  existing  pressure.  For  this 
purpose,  they  occupied  their  leisure  in  making  lace  and  embroidering, 
m  tambourmg  and  other  ornamental  worx,  and  in  making  and 
painting  fans :  all  of  which,  m  the  existing  state  of  the  country, 
found  a  ready  market  at  Boston.*  At  lengtii,  the  sale  of  his  pro<* 
perty  in  Northampton  relievecl  him  from  ddbt,  and  placed  his  iami* 
ly  m  more  pleasant  circumstances^ 

On  the  dth  of  February,  O.  S.  Mr.  Gideon  Hawley,  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  liberal  education,  and  of  great  prudence,  firm- 
ness and  integrity,  arrived  in  Stockbridge.  He  had  been  ap- 
pcmited,  by  the  Commissioners,  the  school^master  of  the  Mohawk 
and  odier  Iroquois  children,  and  entered  immediately  on  the  duties 
of  his  office.  He  was  ordamed  as  a  minister  and  missionary,  July 
31,  1754,  N.  S.    Mr.  Edwards  found  him  a  most  faitltful  and  use^ 


*  So  nerere  was  this  pressure,  for  a  considerable  time,  that  Mr.  Edwards 
found  himself  necessitated  to  practice  the  most  rigid  economy,  in  everj  thing — 
eren  in  the  article  of.  paper.  Much  of  what  he  now  wrote,  for  his  own  use, 
was  written  ou  the  margms  of  useless  pamphlets,  the  covers  of  letters,  and  the 
remnants  of  the  silk  paper  used  in  making  fans. 
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fut  coadjutor.     He  also  ocpasionaUy  preached  to  the  Iroquois,  as 
did  Mr.  Edwards  once  every  SaJbbarfi. 

Soon  after  the  removal  of  Mr:  Edwards  to  Stocldbfridge,  b  coi^ 
sequence  of  the  misunderstandings  and  jealoiides,  subsisting  be* 
tween  some  of  the  principal  English  inh{ii)itants  of  the  town,  and 
the  confusicHi  in  which  he  saw  the  Indian  affiurs  involved,  he  wa» 
led,  in  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hubbard  of  Aug.  31,  1751,  U> 
recommend  the  appointment  of  two  or  more  Trustees,  *'  men  per* 
fecdy  impartial,  no  way  interested  in,  related  to,  or  engi^ed  with, 
the  contending  parties."    The  absolute  necessi^  of  this  step,  to  the 
welfare  of  the  mission,  and  of  the  Indian  schook,  soon  became  ap- 
parent.*   In  consequence  of  the  increasing  importance  of  the  In* 
dian  establishment  at  Stockbridge,  and  the  increasing  tittention  of 
the  public  to  the  AGssion  and  the  Schocds ;  the  benefiictions  of  the 
legislature  and  of  indiidduals,  were  increasing,  and  stiH  likely 
to  increase.    By  the  augment^  numbers  of  the  Houiotannucks^ 
and  the  acces^on  of  a  Mohaiuk  colony,  it  had  beeome  the  pnnci* 
pal  mission  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  New  Engr 
land,  and  appeared  destined  to  receive  the  chief  amount  of  its  re- 
TOBue ;  IVfir.  HoUb  had  increased  his  annual  stipend  to  i^l60,  stg. ; 
Mr.  Paine  was  }m>posing  to  suppcurt  a  female  boarding  schod ;  the 
Legidature  of  the  Province  had  just  voted  £500,  provincial  cur^ 
i;eiicy,  for  the  schoot-house,  and  would  probably  aid  in  the  support 
of  the  mistress;  an  adequate  support  was  now  ^ven  to  die  instrue- 
tox  of  the  Housatonnuck  school;  an  annual  stipend  was  given  to 
the  HifusatoHnucki,  to  be  expended  at  Stockbridge  for  their  be- 
nefit ;  a  similar  stipend  was  to  be  paid  for  tfai^  Mohawki,  tf  they  re- 
moved m  considerable  numbers  to  Stockbridge ;  a  school,  to  be 
iKif^pcnrted  by  the  colony,  for  the  education  of  their  children^  was 
not  only  pledged,  but  actually  begun ;  and  hopes  were  indulged  that 
she  yearly  stipend  of  £500,  stg.  grantedby  the  fljng,to  the  Mohawks, 
ani^  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  an  agent,  residing  at 
Stockbridge,  and  not  as  before  at  Albanv.    It  needed  no  great  dis-  ^ 
cemment  to  discover,  that  the  amocmt  ot  these  numerous  items  must 
be  great ;  and  the  bare  possibili^  of  engrossmg  the  agency,  through 
whftch  this  large  a^regate  must  pass,  and  of  turning  it  into  a  source 
of  great  private  emolument,  mi^  easily  excite  the  strong  cupidi^ 
of  individuals,  and  lead  them  to  iresort  to  every  measure  in  their 
power,    to  secure  that  emolument  to  themselves.     The    op- 
ponent of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  (whose  influence  b  the  town,  and 
with  the  Indians,  had  been  long  chiefly  extinct,)  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  recommendation,  given  of  him,  by  his  nephew,  while 


*  A  representation  having  boon  made  to  the  Legislature,  in  pomiance  of 
this  recommendation,  three  Trastees  or  commissioners  were  appointed  in  behalf 
of  tbo  ProTiaco. 
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in  London,  to  the  Directors  of  the* Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel  in  New  £ngland,  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  Bo^  of 
Commissioners  of  that  Society ;  as  had  the  nephew  himself,  an- 
other of  the  same  Board;  one  of  his  family  through  the  same  recom- 
mendation, had  been  condUiondUy  nominated  as  the  teacher  of  the 
female  school  ;*  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Indian  establishment 
was  about  to  connect  himself  with  the  family ;  and,  if  the  nomi- 
nation should  be  confirmed,  it  was  his  intention  to  remove  to 
Stockbridge,  in  orjier  to  take  a  superintendence  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, which,  in  the  absence  of  his  colleagues,  wonld  be  sole 
and  exoluave.  So  fair  was  the  prospect  at  this  time,  in  the 
▼iew  of  these  individuals,  of  engrossing  the  profit  and  the  di- 
rection of  the  whole  establishment  in  their  own  hands,  that  they 
threw  off  their  wonted  caution,  and  made  known  their  purpose  of 
removing  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  designs. 

Mr.  Edwanls  well  knew,  that  the  influence  of  these  individuals 
was  most  formidable :  two  .  of  them  being  now  members  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  on  which,  as  Ludian  missionary,  he 
was  dependent ;  one  of  ihem-being  one  of  the  Trustees  for  the  In- 
dians at  Stockbridge ;  one  of  them  being  personally  acquainted  widi 
the  Directors  in  London ;  and  two  of  them  having  considerable  in- 
fluence widi  the  principal  men  in  the  Provincial  government.  Yet 
he  saw,  juse  as  clearly,  that,  if  their  plans  succeeded,  the  funds  sq>> 
propriated  to  the  literary  and  moral  improvement  of  the  Indians, 
would  be  perverted  to  the  purpose  of  individual  aggrandizement. 
In  sucha  state  of  things,  he  was  not  at  a  loss,  as  to  his  own  duty. 
The  quesdon,  whether  the  individual  nominated  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  London,  as  die  teacher  of  the  female  school,  should  be  ap 
pokited,  having  been  thus  submitted,  for  final  decision,  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  in  Boston ;  their  Secretary  wrote  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, for  an  explicit  statement  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  subject. 
Thus  called  upon,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  present  the  whole  case,  in 
a  re{^  to  the  Secretary,  bearing  date  Feb.  18,  1752. 

In  this  letter,  after  stating  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  that  his 
correspondent  should  be  let  into  some  of  the  secrets  of  the  aflairs  of 
Stockbridge,  and  after  alluding  to  his  having,  on  account  of  the 
controversy  there  subsisting,  recommended,  formerly,  the  ap- 
p(^tment  of  **two  or  more  impartial  Trustees,  no  way  interested 
in,  or  related  to,  the  contending  parties,"  to  inspect  those  affitirs ; 
he  states,  among  other  things,  the  following  particulars :— When  he  re- 
commended the  appointment  of  these  trustees,  he  little  suspected, 
that  one  of  them  would  prove  the  farthest  of  any  person  whatever, 
from  possessing  the  ind^pensable  qualification  of  impartiality ,  m 

*  Thai  in,  provided  the  Cominisfiioncrs,  in  Boeton,  approved  of  the  appoint- 
ment. 

Vol.  I.  62 
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consequence  of  his  being  about  to  become  the  son-in-law  of  one  of 
the  contending  parties. — ^The  preceding  year,  a  very  formal  pacific 
cation  took  place,  between  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  his  opponent  with 
solemn  promises  made  by  the  latter,  that  he  would  thenceforward 
live  peacefully  with  Mr.  W.,  and  no  more  speak  ill  of  him,  nor  in 
any  wise  molest  Um.  But  the  prqx)sed  alliance,  the  nomination 
of  one  of  his  family  as  teacher  of  the  female  school,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  himself  and  his  nephew  to  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, had  so  elated  him,  that  those  promises  appeared  to  be  wholhr 
forgotten.  A  sudden  and  strance  alteration  had  also  appeared, 
in  the  temper  and  conduct  of  his  intended  son-in-law,  who, 
in  the  absmice  of  his  colleagues,  claimed  the  sole  management 
of  all  Indian  afiairs,  so  tliat  nothing  was  done,  but  he  was 
the  doer  of  it. — ^The  Indians  had  a  most  unfavourable  opinion 
.  of  the  opponent  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  the  deepest  prejudice 
against  him,  in  consequence  df  his  having  often  molested  them, 
with  respect  to  their  lands,  and  other  afiairs,  and,  as  they  thought, 
having  done  very  unjustly  by  them*  Thb  prejudice  was  extended 
to  the  family;  and  that  to  such  a  degree,  that,  after  ofTering  to 
feed  and  clothe  such  of  their  children,  as  should  be  sent  to  the 
schocd,  attempted  to  be  established,  only  four  could  be  procured, 
three  Hotisatonnucks  and  one  Mohawk;  and  the  parents  of  these 
four  complained  loudly  of  the  treatment  of  their  children.  Whe- 
ther thb  prejudice  was  well  or  ill  founded,  it  was  too  deep  to  be 
eradicated. — ^Very  improper  use  had  been  made  of  the  money  given 
by  Mr.  Hollis.  He  had  made  krge  renHttances,  and  to  no  good 
purpose ;  and  was  kept  in  entire  ignorance,  as  to  the  actual  state  of 
things  at  Stockbridge.  The  individual  who  received  his  money, 
and  boarded,  and  professed  to  instruct,  the  children,  had  never  es- 
tablished a  regular  school,  and  had  never  kept  any  regular  accounts 
of  his  expenditures.  No  government  was  maintamed,  litde  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  manners  of  the  children^  and  all  was  mifiered  to  go 
on  in  wildness,  filth  and  confusion,  to  the  sreat  oflence  of  such  as 
visited  the  place.  The  generous  design  oi  Mr.  Hollis  had  been 
totally  defeated,  and  the  large  sums  of  money  he  had  given,  had 
been  wholly  lost,  and  worse  than  lost.  The  same  boys,  without 
this  additional  expense,  would  have  been  far  better  instructed,  and 
governed,  at  the  school  of  Mr.  Woodbridge.  There,  they  would 
have  been  taught  reading,  cleanliness,  good  manners,  and  good  mo- 
rals ;  all  of  which  had  been  wholly  neglected,  on  the  part  of  their 
professed  instructer,  who  had  himself  been  absent  from  Stockbridge, 
Sfx  a  long  period. — ^This  irregularity,  and  disorderly  management, 
led  the  Mohawks  to  take  all  their  children  away  from  him,  after 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hawley,  and  to  place  them  under  the  care  of 
the  latter.  Yet  the  former,  wishing  some  pretext  for  drawing  the 
jnoney  of  Mr.  Hollis,  and  not  being  a^le  to  procure  any  of  the  Indian 
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boys  to  form  a  school^  went  regulari^r  into  tbe  school  kept  by  Mr.  Haw- 
ley,  and  prcK^eeded  to  treat  the  boys,  as  if  they  were  under  his  own 
care ;  alleging,  that  he  was  the  superintendent  of  the  male  school.— r 
No  one  had  been  more  open  and  abundant,  in  speaking  of  his  use- 
lessness,  his  exceeding  un6tness  for  the  business  of  an  instructer, 
and  the  disorder  and  filthiness  in  which  things  were  kept  under  his 
care,  or  in  declaring,  that  it  was  high  time  that  he  was  dismissed 
from  the  employment,  than  the  resident  trustee ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  new  connection,  he  had  suddenly  changed  his  mind, 
iad  now  declared,  that  he  must  be  retained. — ^A  similar  change 
had  taken  place,  in  his  treatment  of  Mr.  Edwards.  For  many 
years,  he  had  constandy  professed  the  highest  respect  for  him,  far 
beyond  what  the  latter  could,  with  any  modes^,  expect.  He  had 
often  expressed  a  h^her  esteem  of  him,  than  of  any  minister  b 
New-England,  as  weil  as  a  very  strong  desire  of  living  under  his 
ministry.  Yet,  although  Mr.  Edwards  had  never  had  a  word  of 
difference  with  him,  or  his  new  connections,  his  whole  conduct  was 
suddenly  and  entirely  changed,  and  he  had  sided  with  them,  in  all 
their  measures  of  oppontion  and  violence. 

Very  angular  management  had  been  used,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Hawley.  l&efore  his  arrival^  daric  representations  were  carried  to 
him, — ^misrejNresentations  of  the  actual  state  of  things  at  Stockbridge^ 
— to  discourage  him  from  accepting  his  appointment.  Soon  after 
bis  arrival,  it  was  openly  given  out,  that  he  would  soon  be  removed. 
Had  it  not  been  for  his  firmness,  prudence,  and  steadiness  of  tem- 
per, he  would  have  been  laid  under  great  and  permanent  disadvan- 
tages. The  resident  trustee  had  warned  him  not  to  depend  on 
Mt.  Edwards,  and  challenged  to  himself  the  whole  authority  of  di- 
recting the  school,  and  the  afiairs  of  the  Indians. — ^When  the  So- 
ciety in  London  recommended  the  proposed  teacher  of  the  female 
school,  they  could  not  have  been  aware,  that  her  nearest  kinsmen 
were  to  be  the  committee  to  examine  her  accounts.  But  the  ac^ 
tual  state  of  things  was  soon  to  be  still  more  preposterous.  She 
being  the  mastress,  her  nearest  relatives  were  to  be  her  council,  and 
her  husband  the  sole  committee  to  examine  her  accounts,  and 
make  report  to  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Edwards  then  adds,  ^'  I  write  these  things,  honoured  Sir, 
because  I  am  satisfied  you  have  not  heretofore  been  enlightened, 
in  the  true  state  of  things,  as  you  ought  to  have  been.  It  was  m^ 
knowledge  of  some  of  these  matters,  though  but  litde  in  compari- 
son, which  occasioned  me,  when  last  in  Boston,  so  eamesdy  to 
press  the  Commissioners  frequently  to  visit  this  place.  I  have  been 
2J0W  to  speak.  My  dispositicxi  has  been,  entirely  to  suppress  what 
I  knew,  that  would  be  to  the  disadvantage  of  any  of  the  people 
here.  But  I  dare  not  hold  my  peace  any  longer.  You  doubdess 
will  own«  Sir,  that  it  is  but  doing  you  justice,  for  somebody  or  other 
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to  let  you  know  the  true  state  of  things,  in  a  matter  of  such  vast  hn- 
portance,  which  is  under  your  care,  and  which  you,* being  at  so 
great  a  distance,  never  can  know,  but  by  the  information  of  some 
diat  live  here ;  and  I  know  of  no  one,  from  \^om  you  can  more 
reasonably  expect  it,  than  from  the  missionary  you  have  sent  here, 
to  have  the  special  care  of  the  interests  of  religion  anKmg  the  In- 
dians. I  did  not  btend  to  interfere  with  the  affidr  of  the  teacher 
of  the  female  school,  or  to  say  any  thing  that  should  tend  to  binder 
it ;  and  therefore  avoided  every  thing  of  that  nature,  in  my  letter 
to  Sir  William  Pepperell.  But,  being  now  questioned  agam  by  th^ 
honourable  Commissioners,  and  the  tendency  of  the  measure  more 
and  more  appearing,  I  thought  that  this  was  the  time,  when  God 
called  on  me  to  speak,  and  that,  if  I  should  hold  my  'peace  now, 
I  should,  perhaps,  lay  a  foundation  for  great  uneasiness  to  my  con- 
science, all  my  life  after *^  when  I  might  deeply  lament  the  contin- 
ued consequences  of  my  sHence,  and  when  it  would  be  too  late 
to  speak." 

The  next  day,  Mr.  Edwards  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Boston,  in  which,  afer  announcmg  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Haw- 
ley,  and  the  high  gratification  of  the  Mohawks,  at  the  establisbment 
of  a  regular  school  for  their  boys,  he  states  the  number  of  his  schohurs 
to  be,  at  that  time,  thirty-six,  mentions  his  happy  qualifications  as 
an  instructer,  and,  in  compliance  with  their  request,  gives,  very 
summarily,  his  own  views,  respecting  a  proper  teacher  for  the  fe- 
male boarding-school. 

During  the  spring  of  1762,  the  state  of  aflkffs  in  Stockbridge, 
instead  of  improving,  only  grew  worse.  The  interference  of  the 
former  school-master  with  £e  school  of  Mr.  Hawley,  produced  so 
much  confusion,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  one  half  of  did 
Mohawks  left  Stockbridge,  in  utter  disgust  with  him  and  his 
friends,  and  fully  resolved  never  to  return.  A.few  dajrs  after  Aeir 
departure,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  former  school-master  and 
his  associates,  visiting  the  male  Mohawk  school,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Hawley,  struck  a  child  of  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  Qnoh- 
quaugas  on  the  head,  with  his  oene,  without  any  maimer  of 
provocation.  The  mother  of  this  child  was  a  womaifi  of  remarkable 
piety.  This  unhappy  occurrence  excited  the  universal  indignatioii 
of  the  remaining  Iroquois ;  and  they  appeared  resolved,  all  of  them, 
to  pack  up  their  efiects  immediately,  and  be  gone.  Mr.  Hawley 
and  the  interpreter,  finding  it  impossible  to  calm  them,  came  to 
Mr.  Edwards  for  advice  ;  but  he,  having  been  often  blamed  for  m- 
terfering  with  the  afikirs  of  the  Iroquois,  and  toki  that,  iti  domg  so, 
he  meddled  with  that  which  was  none  of  his  business,  referred  them 
to  the  resident  trustee  ;  advising  them  to  represent  the  whole  afiair 
to  hiro^  that  he  might  use  proper  means  to  prevent  the  fatal 
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coDsequenceSy  which  were  feared.  Their  doing  so  was,  how- 
ever,  regarded  as  the  result  of  a  dispositbn  to  find  fault  with  him, 
and  his  irioids.  The  chiefs  of  the  Onohquaugas,  finding  no 
redress,  went  to  Mr.  Edwards  to  make  their  complaint  for  thb 
violent  assault.  There  they  found  the  aggressor ;  who,  in  order  to  pa- 
dfy  them,  was  persuaded  to  pay  them  a  sum  of  m^ey.  The  resi* 
dent  trustee,  angry  at  what  had  occurred,  went  to  the  boarding 
school,  and  ptx^eeded  to  abuse  Mr.  Hawley  in  the  presence  of  the 
whde  school,  b  a  very  fervid  manner;  tilling  him  that  he  was  a 
man  of  no  judgment,  and  of  no  prudence,and  that  he  was  unfit  for 
the  buimiess  he  was  in }  and  continued  this  abuse  for  three  hours  to- 
gether. As  his  conversaticm  was  very  loud,  the  Iroquois  heard  it, 
and  came  to  the  ^t,  expressing  their  fears  for  the  personal  safe^ 
of  Bfr.  Hawley,  to  wbom  they  had  become  much  attached.  Ap- 
prdiending  that,  in  consequence  of  this  violence,  he  might  be  in- 
duced to  leave  Stockbridge,  they  declared,  in  a  body,  that,  if  he 
went  away,  they  would  go  also.  By  diese  occurrences,  the  In- 
dians were  as  efifectually  alienated  fircnn  the  resident  trustee,  as  they 
had,  previously  been  from  his  new  firiends. 

In  coDsequeoce  of  these  unhappy  measures,  and  of  a  setded  de- 
termination, on  Mi  peat,  to  take,  m  the  absence  of  his  colleagues, 
the  whole  managem^it  of  Indian  affiurs  on  himself;  they  also  were 
disgusted*  One  of  them  relinquished  all  connection  widi  the  busi- 
ness, and  ceased  to  visit  Stockbridge  altogether.  The  other  openly 
announced  his  entire  discouragement,  and  declared  that,  he  would 
do  his  utmost  to  induce  the  government  to  withdraw  their  support 
from  the  establishment  of  the  Iroquois.  This  led  to  an  attempt  to 
procure  the  tlismission  of  the  latter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  coo^ 
section  of  the  resident  trustee ;  which  however  proved  unsucces^* 
ful.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  publicly  and  repeatedly  announced; 
that  Mr.  Edwards  himself  would  be  removed  firom  his  misaon ;  aod^ 
as  soon  after  appeared,  a  vigourous  attempt  was  actually  made  to 
accomplish  this  object.* 

Havmg  stated  these  facts,  m  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com* 
nussioners,  of  May,  1752,  Mr.  Edwards  proceeds,*^^  But  still  I 
think  there  b  no  necessity  of  the  Iroquois  establishment  b^g  bro> 
ken  up,  unless  its  enemies  are  resolved  to  have  it  so.  The  de» 
pendasce    of  the  establis^ent,  as  to  continiiance  and  pres* 

^With  reluctance  I  Iwve  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  this  minuteness  of  detail; 
bnt  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Edwards  had  no  Tery  marked  sucoesi  in  hie  Stockbridge 
mission,  cannot  otherwise  be  adequately  explained ;  and  the  failure  of  the  Iro- 
quois establishment  at  Stockbridge  cannot  otherwise  be  accounted  for.  Unhap- 
pily the  Indians  at  that-  place,  like  all  other  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
wmtes,  were  exposed  to  the  impositions,  the  seductions  and  the  oppressions,  of 
their  civilized  neighbours.  In  these  counteracting  causes,  both  the  friends,  and 
the  enemies,  of  Indito  Missions  may  learn,  why  it  is  so  difl^ult  to  refom  and 
christianize  sayages. 
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perity,  is  chiefly  on  the  Onohquaugas,  who  are  much  the  best 
disposed  of  any  of  the  Iroquois,  and  most  likely  to  come  in  consi* 
*  derable  numbers.  They  have  not  been  here  so  long  as  the  others, 
to  see  so.  much  to  discourage  them,  and  they  alone  are  willing  to 
settle  at  the  Hop-lands.^  The  afiairis  not  at  all  desperate  as  to 
them,  nor  as  to  some  of  the  Mohawks,  if  there  be  a  speedy  alteration. 
But  if  the  two  mdividuals,  who  challenge  to  themselves  the  whole 
direction,  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Iroquois,  continue  here,  there  is  no 
hope  of  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Hawley,  or  of  Mr.  Ai^ey  and  his 
wife.  They  will  not  contmue  under  one,  whom  they  regard  as  so 
despotic  an  inspector.  And  there  will  be  no  way  to  retam  any  of 
the  Indians,  unless  it  be  some  who  are^  entirely  mercenary,  who 
may  be  persuaded  to  stay,  for  the  sake  of  the  presents  diat  are 
made  them,  and  to  be  maintained  and  live  here  in  mere  idleness. 
This,  it  is  now  very  apparent,  is  all  that  moves  many  of  the  Con- 
neenchees,  in  bemg  and  continuing  here." 

."  The  resident  trustee*  has  plainly  discovered  many  designs, 
tending  to  bring  money  into  his  own  pocket :  viz.  a  design  of  ta- 
king care  of  Mr.  HoUis'  boys  himself;  a  design  of  being  steward 
of  both  boarding-schools,  by  which  he  will  have  the  oppoartunity  o[ 
supplying  the  Indians  out  of  his  own  shop,  and  of  getting  his  pay 
from  die  British  funds ;  a  design  of  introducing  his  son,  as  the 
master  of  the  boarding-school,  under  the  idea  of  a  present  supply, 
anotl^er  proper  person  not  appearing;  tmd  an  expectation  of  divert- 
ing the  King's  bounty,  of  £600  sterling  to  the  Six  Nations,  from 
New-York.  The  former  school-master  has  given  hints  of  an  agree- 
ment, between  himself  and  him,  to  resign  the  care  of  Mr.  HoUis' 
scholars  to  him,whenthingsare  ripe  forit;  he  providmg  for  their  main- 
tenance, and  takmg  care  of  their  instruction  by  his  son.  Beside 
these  tilings,  his  wife  is  to  be  mistress  of  the  female  school;  and 
two  of  their  sons  to  be  maintained  and  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pend ;  and  two  of  their  girls,  in  Uke  manner,  t6  be  maintained  in  the 
female  school ;  and  one  of  his  family  to  be  his  wife's  u^er ;  and 
his  servants  to  be  paid  for,  under  the  character  of  servants  employed 
m  the  afiidrs  of  the  femaje  school ;  and  the  house  for  the  boardmg* 
school  set  on  his  wife's  land ;  and  then  the  fieurm  to  be  bought  by 
the  country  for  the  school,  with  the  advantage  of  selling  itat  a  high 
rate ;  and  yet  the  family  m  a  great  measure  ta  be  maintained  on 
the  produce  of  it ;  beside  the  advantage  of  carrying  on  a  trade, 
both  with  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  the  Mohawks.  A  man  had 
need  to  have  a  great  stock  of  assuredness,  to  urge  a  public  afiair, 
under  so  manifold  temptations  of  private  interest." 

The  time  of  Mr.  Edward3  had  been  so  much  occupied  by  his 

*  I  haye  regarded  the  nse  of  the  antonotntuia  aa  correct,  in  this,  and 
other,  quotations. 
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removal  from  Northampton,  the  comfortable  estaUishment  of  his 
family  at  Stockbridge,  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  parish  and  hla 
mission,  the  claims  of  the  Mohawks,  the  concerns  of  the  various  Iu« 
dian  schools,  and  the  unhappy  contentions  of  the  whites ;  that  he  had, 
at  first,  no  leisure  to  attend  to  the  Reply  of  Mr.  Williams.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  spring,  however,  he  began  an  answer  to  that  gentleman, 
which  he  sent  to  the  press,  the  beginningof  July,*  with  the  following 
tide :  "Misrepresentations  Corrected,  and  Truth  Vindicated,  in  a  Re- 
ply to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Solomon  WiUiama'  Book,  entided.  The  True 
State  of  the  ^aestion^  concerning  the  ^wdifications^  neceuary  to  LaW' 
fid  Cammlmioni  in  ^  Christum  Sacraments  J*  It  was  read  with 
deep  interest  by  both  parties,  was  admitted  by  both,  to  be  a  trium- 
phant answer  to  the  "True  State  of  die  Question,"  and,  taken  in 
connecdon  with  the  "  Humble  Attempt,"  was  regarded  by  the 
friends  of  Strict  Communion,  at  that  time,  as  it  has  ever  since 
been,  as  an  unanswerable  defence  of  their  system.  If  the  oppo- 
sers  of  that  system  have  iiot  so  regarded  it^  they  have  not  publicly 
avowed  the  opposite  opinion;  as  no  attempt  to  answer  it  ha^  hith- 
erto appeared.  Mr.  Williams  is  said  to  have  asked  the  advice  of 
some  of  his  friends,  among  the  clergy,  whether  he  had  better  com- 
mence a  reply ;  but,  finding  that  no  one  would  encourage  him  to 
an  attempt,  winch  must  end  in  reiterated  defeat,  he  is  repotted  to 
have  sat  down  in  mortified  silence. 

Appended  to  this  publication,  was  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Edwards, 
to  his  faite  flock  at  Northampton.  They  had  published  Mr.  Wil- 
liams' pamjdilet,  at  dieir  own  expense,  and  distributed  it  to  every 
family  in  the  town.  That  pamphlet,  Aough  so  unsuccessfid  an  at- 
tempt to  answer  Mr.  Edmrds,  was  yet  filled  with  n^^  1^^  and 
sceptical  notions,  derived  fix)m  the  writings  of  Dr.  Taylor  of 
Norwich,  and  apparendy  adopted  by  Mr.  Williams,  in  the  existing 
emergency,  though  in  (Urect  opposition,  not  ahiy  to  Mr.  Stoddai^d, 
whom  he  protest  at  onCe  to  venerate  and  deifend,  but  to  his  own 
former  publications.  Though  Mr.  Edwards  knew  that  die  work  of 
Mr'.  W.  must  soon  go  to  its  proper  place,  yet  be  also  knew  the 
state  of  fervid  excitement,  in  which  his  former  congregation  had 
long  been ;  that  they  had  printed  and  dispersed  the  pamphlet  of  Mr. 
W.,  (even  without  knowing  its  contents,)  as  an  answer  to  His  own 
Treatise,  and  thus,  in  a  sense,  had  adopted  it  before  the  wc»*ld,  as 
their  own  work.  These  circumstances  led  him  to  fear,  that  the  fa- 
tal errors,  abounding  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Williams,  mi^ht,  at  a  pe- 
riod when  the  principles  of  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Norwich,  were  gaimng 
many  converts  in  die  colonies,  mislead  many,  especially  of  the 
young,  among  his  former  people.     To  save  them  from  this  danger, 

i  

*  It  WM  not  publishod,  until  November. 
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he  addressed  to  them  an  a&ctionate^  and  truly  pastcural,  Lotier, 
which  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  the  Answer  to  Mr.  WiUiams.* 

On  the  29th,  of  June,  1752,  Mr.  EMwards  married  his  third 
daughter,  Esther,  to  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  of  Newark,  Presi- 
dent of  theCoUege  of  New- Jersey,  then  established  in  that  town* 
and  a  few  years  afterwards  removed  to  Princeton. 

In  the  iolbwmg  letter  to  Mr.  Erskine,  which  is  rich  in  mtelli- 
gence,  as  well  as  thought,  the  reader  will  find  one  fact«  not  gene- 
rally known, — that  Mr.  Edwards,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
of  1751,  was  apfdied  tO)  with  much  earnestness,  by  some  parish  in 
Virginia,  to  go  and  setde  with  them  in  the  ministry.  They  oiSSbred 
him  a  handsome  support,  and  sent  a  messenger  with  the  offer,  but 
his  instalment  at  Stockbridge  had  taken  place,  befcure  hiskarrivaL 

''  To  the  Rev.  John  Erskine. 

^'Stockbridge,  My  7, 1752. 

<<Rev.  and  dear  Brother, 

^The  last  spring  I  received  tf  letter  firdm  you,  dated,  al  the  be- 
gimiing,  July  17,  and  at  the  end,  Sept.  5,  1751;  and  the  week 
before  last  I  received  another  letter,  dated  Fd).  11,  1752,  widi  a 
ptdcet,  containing  Amauki  Delafrfemiente  Commomon^  Good- 
win's Sermon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  rfekering;  Mr.  Jarvis^  Ser- 
nion  on  methods  for  reviving  religion ;  Reasons  of  dissent  fixim  the 
fientence  of  the  Greneral  Assembty;  Edwards  on  Christ,  God-man, 
Mr.  Hartley's  Sermon;  Parish  on  die  Assembly's  CatecUsm;  and 
Dr.  Gill's  Sermon  on  Isaiah  11,  12.  I  beutily  thisik  you  for  these 
letters  and  pamphlets.  Amauld  on  fire<pient  oommunion  will  not 
be  very  profitable  to  me,  by  reason  of  my  not  miderstanding  the 
Froich.  But  several  of  the  rest  have  bees  very  asreeaUe  to  me. 
That  letter  which  you  mentioii,  m  your  last  dated  Fd>.  11,  as  sent 
about  a  twelve^month  before,  containing  some  Remaiks  on  the 
decay  of  the  power  of  the  Papal  Clergy,  and  an  Abstract  of  Vene- 
ma's  Reasdnings  to  prove,  that  Judas  was  not  present  fX  the  Lord's 
«q)per,  I  never  received,  and  regret  it  much  that  I  missed  it,  and 
request  ^t  you  would  sdU  send  me  those  remarks  on  the  Decay 
of  the  Papal  Clergy* 

'<  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  particular  infcurmation,  you  have 
given  ine,coDceming  Mr.  Adam  of  Falkirk's afiair.  Though  it  is 
a  pi^  so  deservmg  a  person  should  suffer  at  all  from  his  bre^u'en, 
only  for  not  acting  contrary  to  his  conscience;  yet  it  is  matter  of 
tbankfolness,  that  the  Assembly  of  the  year  51  showed  so  much 
better  t«nper,  ^an  that  of  the  preceding  year.    I  shall  be  ^ad  to 


t  This  excellent  Letter,  omited  here  for  want  of  room,  will  be  found  in  Vol. 
i  V.  pp^  597 — 609,  and  should  be  read  in  this  place. 
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hear,  cooeeming  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the  Assembly  .of  this 
present  year,  '62. 

'^  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  that  there  is  so  much  reason  to  fear,  that 
the  ReviTal  of  religion  in  the  Netherlands,  will  be  hindered,  and 
brought  under  a  cloud,  through  the  prevailing  of  imprudences.  It 
is  what  I  was  afraid  I  should  hear^  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the 
Pastoral  Letter  yx)u  mention  against  Fanatidsm,  though  written  by 
one  disafibcted  to  the  revival.  I  wish  I  could  see  a  History  of  Efir 
timsiarnn^  through  all  ages,  written  by  some  good  hand,  a  hearty 
friend  of  vital  religion,  a  person  of  accurate  judgment,  and  large 
acquaintance  with  ecclesiasdcal  history.  Such  a  history,  well 
written,  might  doubdess  be  exceedingly  useful  and  instructive,  and 
of  great  benefit  to  the  Church  of  God:  especially,  if  there  were 
united  with  it  a  proper  account  and  history  of  true  religion.  I 
should  therefore  choose,  that  the  work  should  be  a  history  of  true, 
vital  and  experimental,  Rehgion,  and  Enthusiasm :  bringing  down 
the  history  from  age  to  age,  judiciously  and  clearly  making  the  iisr 
tinctbn,  between  one  and  the  other ;  observing  the  difference  of 
source,  progress  and  issue;  properly  pomting  out  the  limits,  and 
dobg  justice  to  each,  in  every  age,  and  at  eadi  remarkable  period. 
I  don't  know  that  there  is  any  such  thing  extant,  or  any  thing  that 
would,  in  any  good  measure,  answer  the  same  purpose.  Ff  there 
be,  I  should  he  glad  to  hear  of  it 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  account,  you  give  me  of  Mr.  Taylor's  wri- 
tings, and  ofmethmgs,  which  he  is  doing  to  (vopagate  his  opinions.  It 
now  appears  to  be  a  remarkable  time,  m  ^e  christian  world ;  per- 
haps such  an  one,  as  never  has  been  before :  things  are  going  down 
hill  so  fast,  and  truth  and  religion,  both  of  heart  and  practice,  are  de- 
parting by  such  swift  steps,  that  I  think  it  must  needs  be,  that  a  cri*r 
as  is  not  very  far  (^  and  what  will  then  appear,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine. 

"The  last  week,  I  sent  away  my  Answer  to  Mr.  Williams.  If  I 
live  till  it  is  published,  I  will  endeavour  to  send  one  to  you, 
and  Qome  odier  friends  in  Scotland.  I  hope  now,  in  a  short  tme, 
to  be  at  leisure  to  resume  my  design,  of  writmg  somethmg  on  the 
^rminian  controversy.  I  have  no  thought  of  going  through  with 
all  parts  of  the  controversy  at  once  ;  but  the  subject,  which  I  inten- 
ded, God  willing,  first  to  write  something  upon,  was  Freewill  and 
Moral  Agency;  endeavouring,  with  as  much  exactness  as  I  am 
able,  to  consider  the  nature  of  that  freedom  of  moral  agents,  which 
makes  them  the  proper  subjects  of  moral  government,  moral  pre- 
cepts, councils,  calls,  motives,  persuarions,  promises  and  threaten- 
ings,  praise  and  blame,  rewards  and  punidiments :  strictly  exami- 
ning the  modem  notions  of  these  things,  endeavouring  to  demon- 
strate their  most  palpable  inconsistency  and  absurdity ;  endeavour- 
mg  also  to  bring  the  late  great  objections  and  outcries  against  Cal- 
vinistic  divinity,  from  these  topics,  to  the  test  of  the  strictest  rea- 

VoL.  I.  63 
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soDing.;  and  particularly  that  great  objection,  in  which  the  nxxlerfl 
writers  have  so  much  gloried,  so  long  triumphed,  with  so  great  a 
degree  of  faisuh  towards  the  most  excellent  divines,  and  in  efifect 
against  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ: — viz.  That  the  Calvinistic  no- 
tions of  God's  moral  government  are  contrary  to  the  common  sense 
of  mankind.  In  this  essay,  I  propose  to  take  particular  notice  of 
the  writings  of  Dr.  Whitby,  and  Aur«  Chubb,  and  the  writings  of 
some  others,  who,  though  not  property  Pelagians,  nor  Arminians^ 
yet,  in  their  notions  of  the  freedom  of  the  ^,  have,  in  the  main,, 
gone  into  the  same  scheme.  But,  if  I  live  to  prosecute  my  de* 
sign,  I  diall  send  you  a  more  particular  account  of  my  {^,  after  it 
is  perfected. 

**  I  suppose  there  has  been  a  trial  before  now,  wheth^  a  nationri 
cdlection  can  be  obtained  in  Scodand,  for  New-Jersey  College : 
unless  it  has  been  thought  prudent,  by  such  as  are  friends  of  the 
affiur,  to  put  it  (^  a  year  koger ;  as  some  tilings  I  have  seen, 
seem  to  argue.  There  was  a  design  of  Mr.  Pemberton's  gcnng  to 
England  and  Scodand.  He  was  desired  by  the  Trustees,  and  it 
was  hissetded  purpose,  to  have  gone,  the  last  year;  but  his  people, 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Cummmgs,  hindered  it.  His  intention  of 
going  occasioned  great  uneasiness  among  his  people,  and  created 
some  liBssaitisfaction  towards  him,  in  the  nunds  oi  some  of  them. 
Since  that,  President  Burr  has  been  deared  to  ^o,  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  Trustees.  Nevertheless,  I  beheve  there  is  litde 
Erobability  of  hk  consenting  to  it;  pardy,  on  the  account  of  his 
avinglately  entered  into  a  married  state.  On  the  29th  of  last  month, 
he  was  married  to  my  third  dau^iter. 

'^  What  you  write  of  the  am)ointment  of  a  gentleman,  to  the  office 
of  Lieut.  Govemour,  of  Virginia,  who  is  a  friend  of  religion,  is  an 
event,  that  the  friends  of  religion  in  America  have  great  reason  to 
rejoice  in ;  by  reason  of  the  late  revival  of  religion  in  that  pro> 
vince,  and  the  opposition  that  has  been  made  against  it,  and  the  great 
endeavours  to  crush  it,  by  many  of  the  chief  men  of  the  province. 
Mr.  Davies,  in  a  letter  I  lately  received  from  him,  dated  March  2, 
'52,  mentions  the  same  thing.  His  words  are,  '^  we  have  a  new 
Grovemour ;  who  is  a  candid,  condescending  gendeman.  And,  as 
he  has  been  educated  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  he  has  a  respect  for 
die  Presbyterians ;  which  I  hope  is  a  haj^y  omen.*'  I  was  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  summer,  applied  to,  with  much  earnestness 
and  importunity,  by  some  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  to  come  and 
setde  among  diem,  in  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  who  subscribed 
handsomely  for  my  encouragement  and  support,  and  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  me  with  their  request  and  subscriptions;  but  I  was  in- 
stalled at  Stockbridge,  before  die  messenger  came.  I  have  writ- 
ten some  account  of  die  state  of  ttungs,  at  Stockbridge,  to  Mr. 
McLaurin ;  which  you  doubdess  will  have  opportunity  to  see. 

**  July  24.  The  people  of  Northampton  are  still  destitute  of  t 
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minister,  and  in  broken,  sorrowful  circumstances.  They  had  the 
last  winter,  Mr.  Farrand,  a  young  gentleman  from  New-Jersey 
College ;  but  contended  much  about  him,  so  diat  he  has  left  them. 
TTiey  are  now  in  a  state  of  contention ;  my  wannest  opposers  are 
quarrelling  among  themselves.  I  hear  they  have  lately  sent  for  a 
young  preacher,  a  Mr.  Green  of  Barnstable,  who  is  soon  expected; 
but  I  know  nothing  of  his  character. 

^  Another  minister  has  lately  been  dismissed  from  his  people, 
on  the  same  account  that  I  was  dismissed  from  Northampton :  viz. 
Mr.  Billings,  of  Cold  Spring.  Many  of  the  Cold  Spring  people 
were  originally  of  Northampton,  were  educated  in  the  principles, 
and  hate  followed  the  example,  of  the  people  there. 

'^  I  heartily  thank  vou,  for  the  accounts  you  have  from  time  to 
time  sent  me  of  new  books,  that  are  published  in  Great  Britain.  I 
desire  ^ou  would  continue  such  a  favour.  I  am  fond  of  knowing 
how  thmgs  are  eomg  on  in  die  literary  world. 

"Mr.  John  Wright,  a  member  of  New-Jersey  College;  ^rtio  is 
to  take  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  the  next  September ;  is 
now  at  my  house.  He  was  bom  in  Scotland;  has  lived  in  Virp- 
nia ;  is  a  friend  and  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Davies ;  has  a  great  bter- 
est  in  the  esteem  of  the  religious  people  of  Virginia,  and  is  pecuSai^ 
ly  esteemed  by  President  Burr;  has  been  admitted  to  special  inti- 
macy with  him;  and  is  a  perscm  of  very  good  character  for  his 
understandmg,  prudence,  and  piety.  He  has  a  desire  to  have  a 
correspondence  with  some  divine  of  his  native  country,  and  has 
chosen  you  for  his  correspondent,  if  he  may  be  admitted  to  such  a 
favour.  He  mtends  to  send  you  a  letter  with  this,  of  wliich  I  would 
ask  a  fkvourable  reception,  as  he  has  laid  me  under  some  special 
obligations. 

"My  wife  jobs  with  me  in  affectionate  salutations  to  you,  and 
Mrs.  Erskine.     Hoping  tliat  we  shall  continue  to  remember  each 
other  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  I  am, 
«  Dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affectionate  and  obliged 
"  Brother  and  Servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwabds." 

Soon  after  he  had  entered  on  the  mission  at  Stockbridge,  Mr. 
Edwards  addressed  the  Rev.  Mr.  HoUis,  by  letter,  concerning  the 
Indian  schools,  and  the  state  of  the  mission  at  large.  The  obser- 
vations of  a  year  had  now  brought  him  far  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  actual  state  of  things,  and  particularly,  widi  the 
manner  in  which  the  annual  benefactions  of  that  gendeman  had  been 
expended;  and  he  felt  himself  bound,  at  whatever  hazard,  to  make 
the  facts  known.  In  doing  this,  he  presented  him,  in  a  letter  bear- 
ing date  July  17,  1752,  with  a  succinct  and  well  drawn  history  of 
the  mission,  and  stated,  in  general  terms,  the  unhappy  disagree- 
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ment,  subsisting  among  the  Englidi  inhabitants  of  Stockbridge;  as 
well  as  various  other  circumstances  of  malignant  aspect,  which 
threatened  ruin  to  the  mission,  and  to  the  Indian  schools.  Want 
of  room  forbids  its  insertion.  With  this  letter,  he  forwarded  to  Mr. 
HoUis  a  certificate,  from  a  large  number  of  the  most  respectable 
people  of  the  town,  stating  the  actual  conduct  of  his  agent  or  in- 
structor, the  condition  of  the  Indian  boys,  and  the  manner  b  which 
his  benefactions  had  been  perverted. 

The  firm  and  undeviating  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  with  regard  to  the  Indian  schools,  and  the  g^oieral  con- 
cerns of  the  mission,  at  length  convinced  the  resident  trustee,  and 
his  new  friends,  that  they  had  nothing  to  hope,  from  any  compli- 
ances on  lus  part.  They  resolved,  therefore,  if  possible,  to  e^t 
his  removal  from  Stockbridge.  With  this  view,  that  gentleman  re- 
paired to  Boston,  and  endeavoured,  in  conversation,  not  only  with 
the  Commisdoners,  bat  with  some  of  die  principal  men  in  the  go- 
vernment, (and  amon^  others,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Province,) 
to  produce  in  th^  mmds  very  unfavourable  impressions  concern- 
ing him :  particukrly,  that  he  was  a  man  of  an  unyiekling  cha- 
racter, and  unwilling  to  be  reconciled  to  those,  from  whom  be  had 
difiered ;  and  that,  by  this  course,  he  was  likely  to  ruin  the  Indian 
mission.  The  fiiends  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  Boston,  giving  him 
timely  notice  of  this  attempt ;  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Willard,  in  his  own  defence,  bearing  date  July  17,  175S ;  in 
vibiciij  he  ao  effectually  refuted  these  representations,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  that  gentleman  was  permanently  secured^  in  favour  of 
the  mission,  and  its  real  friends. 
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yoto  of  thanks  of  Commissionen. — Sermon  at  Newark. — Mea- 
mres  of  the  enemies  oj  the  Mission  defeated. — Letter  to  Mr, 
Oliver.— Freedom  tf  the  fViU.— Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine..—De- 
position  of  Mr.  Crittesme. — -Letter  to  do. — Letter  to  Mr. 
MCuOodi.— Report  of  Indian  A^ent.— Reply  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards.— Further  defeat  of  the  enemies  of  the  Mission. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  in 
Boston,  forwarded,  by  their  direction,  to  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.^ 
Hawiey,  an  official  expression  of  die  approbation,  entertained  by 
tfiat  Board,  of  the  firmness  and  integrity  manifested  by  them,  in 
their  conduct  relative  to  the  Stockbridge  mission.*  The  Commis- 
sioners knew  of  the  attempt  made,  to  shake  their  own  confidence, 
and  that  of  the  public,  in  their  agents  in  that  mission;  and,  doubt- 
less, intended,  by  this  prompt  and  unequivocal  act  of  justice^  at 
once  to  sustain  the  hearts  of  these  genUemen,  under  their  severe 
trials,  and  to  make  it  manifest  to  all  men,  that,  notwithstanding  that 
attempt,  they  continued  to  repose  in  them  an  undiminished  confi- 
dence. In  his  reply,  bearing  date  Aug.  27,  1752,  Mr.  Edw^ds, 
after  returning  hi&  manks  to  those  gentlemen,  for  this  very  deci- 
sive expressbn  of  their  favourable  opinion,  made  to  their  Secretary 
his  regular  Report  of  the  state  of  the  misskm. 

After  observing,  that  the  people  of  the  town,  both  English  and 
Indians,  notwithstanding  repeated  and  vigorous  eff)rts,  to  break  up 
their  union,  and,  particularly,  to  excite  a  disafiection  in  them  to- 
wards their  ministers,  were  all  happily  united  in  opnion  and  afifec- 
don,  except  one  individual  and  his  family;  he  mentions  the  alli- 
ance of  the  resident  trustee  with  his  family,  which  took  place 
soon  after  the  arrival  at  Stockbridge  of  his  nephew  from  Con- 
necticut. The  latter  gentleman  soon  called  on  Mr.  Edwards, 
and,  after  alluding  to  the  fact,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  hb  cousin,  as  superintendent  of  the  female  board- 
ing-school, insisted,  as  a  member  of  the  Society  m  Lx)ndon, 
and  of  the  board  of  Commissioners,  on  knowilig  his  reasons ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  ofered  to  be  the  instrument  of  set- 
tling the  difierences  subsisting  at  Stockbridge.     Mr.   Edwards, 

*  The  copy  designed  for  Mr.  Hawiey,  was  incloiied  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards.  PeobaKly  a  siimlar  vote  was  forwarded  dirctlf^  to  Mr.  Woodbiidge,  as 
iiut  gentleman  always  enjoyed  their  fullest  confidonco. 
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preferriog  to  answer  this  demand  by  tetter,  declined  to  make  a  re- 
presentation of  the  case  before  him,  but  ofiered  to  join  with  him, 
in  an  earnest  representation  to  the  board  of  Commissioners,  that 
they  would  appoint  a  Committee,  to  come  on  the  ^t,-  to  enquire 
into  the  existing  difficulties ;  on  the  ground,  that  it  was  more  pro- 
per to  have  such  a  Committee,  as  judges  or  mediators,  dian  an  in- 
dividual, who  was  very  nearly  related  to  the  family,  chiefly  inter- 
ested in  these  contentions ;  and  proposed,  diat  the  Commisnoners, 
by  their  Committee,  should  be  desured  to  look  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affidrs  of  Stockbridge,  from  the  beginning,  by  all  the 
living  inhabitants  and  residents  of  the  town,  who  had  had  any  hand 
in  them,  in  any  respect;  declaring  himself  ready,  to  open  himself 
with  freedom,  before  such  a  Committee. — ^His  correspondent,  in 
reply,  declined  this  proposal,  reasserted  his  right  to  know  the  objec- 
ticms  to  the  proposed  teacher  of  the  boarding-school,  and  intimated 
the  regret  which  he  should  feel,  if  obliged  to  inform  the  Society  in 
Lond(Ni,  of  the  existing^tate  of  things  at  Stockbridge. — Mr.  Edwards, 
in  his  answer,  in^dsted  anew  on  his  former  propcml,  of  referring  the 
case  tothe  Commissioners,  declared  himself  not  satisfied,  that  his  cor- 
respondent, acting  singly  f  had  authority  to  demand  the  reasons  of  hb 
judgment,  as  to  tibe  teacher  of  the  female  school,  whatever  the  So- 
cie^  in  London,  or  their  Commissioners  in  Boston,  acting  as  a  body^ 
mffii  have;  and  concluded,  by  referring  himself  ^ain  to  the 
Commissicmers,  who  were  his  constituents,  and  who  ha<^  a  little  be- 
fore, informed  him,  that  they  looked  upaa  their  agents,  as  account- 
able to  them  only. 

The  arrival  oi  this  gendeman,  and  the  assurances  he  gave  them 
of  his  influence  with  the  Society  in  London,  revived  for  a  time,  the 
drooping  courage  of  his  friends,  particularly  of  the  resident  trustee, 
and  of  me  agent  of  Mr.  Hollis,  who  had,  just  before  that  event,  re- 
solved on  removing  fit)m  Stockbridge. — ^Having  thus  alluded  to 
the  mischievous  consequences,  growing  out  of  this  unhappy  stato  of 
ttunes,  Mr.  Edwards  proceeds, — ^^'Thus  diings  go  on,  in  a  state  of 
cooiusion,  of  which  those  at  a  distance  can  scarcely  have  anv  idea« 
In  the  mean  time,  the  aflair  of  the  Six  Nadons  is  languishing  to 
death.  The  affiur  of  the  Mohawh  is,  I  fear,  past  recovery,  and  b 
a  manner  dead.  They  seem  to  be  discouraged,  are  most  of  them 
gone,  and  I  do  not  expect  will  come  up  again ;  unless  it  be  to  get 
presents,  and  satisfy  their  hunger,  in  the  present  time  of  great  scar- 
city in  their  own  country.  They  have  apparen^  very  much  given 
up  the  idea,  of  coming  hither  for  instruction.  The  Onohquaugas 
have  not  been  here  so  long,  to  be  discouraged  by  our  manaee- 
menU  But  if  things  go  on  in  this  manner,  it  may  be  expected  mat 
they  will  be  discouraged  also.  The  management  of  tnings  has  a 
great  while  been  in  wrong  hands.  They  ought  to  be  conducted  ex- 
dumvely  by  the  Commissioners,  who  have  had  the  care  of  Stock- 
bridge  affiurs ;  but  here  are  others,  who  seem  to  aim  to  engross  all 
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to  themselves,  to  be  indefetigably  active  in  prosecuting  their 
particular  designs,  and  impatient  of  every  thing  that  stands  m  their 

*^  Very  much  depends  on  the  appointment  of  a  teacher  of  the 
female  school.  If  diat  affidr  is  settled  to  their  mbds,  their  influ- 
ence here  is  well  established.  They  are  sensible  that  affiurs  de- 
pend very  much  on  this  simple  point,  and  therefore  this  is  the  point 
they  drive  at  with  all  their  mignt.  The  wisdom  of  the  Commis- 
sioners will  easihr  discover,  that  this  b  the  juncture,  m  which  the 
foundation  b  to  be  laid  of  the  future  state  of  things  in  Stockbridge  : 
of  their  prospen^  or  adversity ;  and  perhaps  with  no  opportuni^ 
of  future  redress.  I  look  upon  myself,  as  called  upon  to  speak 
somewhat  freely,  at  such  a  juncture ;  and  therefore  I  hope  my  so 
uoing  wiU  be  candid^  mterpreted  by  the  Commissioners.  I  do 
not  ^^k  that  our  affiurs  will  ever  prosper,  if  they  must  be  under 
the  hands  of  the  resid^t  trustee  and  his  friends." 

Iif  the  month  of  September,  Mr.  Edwards  went  into  New  Jer- 
sey, and,  on  the  '28th  of  that  month,  preached  a  sermon  from 
James  ii.  19,  befi)re  the  Synod  at  Newark,  entided,  *^True  Grace 
distinguished  from  the  Experience  ofDevils ;"  which  was  published 
at  theu:  request.  It  b  a  clear,  condensed  and  powerful,  exhibition 
of  the  differences  between  reid  religion  and  its  counterfeits,  and  will 
be  found  eroinendy  useful,  as  a  criterion  of  christian  character. 

Iir  the  unhappy  controversy,  between  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  his 
opponent,  perhaps  no  one  circumstance  had  been  more  mortifying  to 
the  latter,  or  had  had  a  more  direct  tendency  to  defeat  aU  his 
measures,  than  the  fact,  that  the  white  inhabitants  of  the  town,'  (his 
own  immediate  family  connections  excepted,)  as  well  as  the  Indians 
of  both  naticMis,  were,  to  a  man,  opposed  to  himself,  and  friendly 
to  hb  antagonist  Thb  rendered  nb  daily  life  uncomfortable ;  it 
discouraged  every  attempt  to  forward  hb  plans  at  the  public  meetmgs 
o(  the  town ;  and  when  any  pomt  in  controver^  was  to  be  decided, 
or  any  measure  attempted,  at  Boston,  he  found  that  Mr.  Woodbridge 
had  a  host  of  substantial  witnesses  on  the  q;x>t,  who  gave  in  their 
testimony  without  fear.  In  thb  way,  hitherto,  every  important  de- 
sign had  be^  frustrated. 

The  winter,  that  was  approaching,  was  regarded  by  both  fMuties 
as  a  most  important  and  mteresting  period ;  during  which,  in  all 
probability,  the  affiurs  of  die  nussion,  and  of  the  town,  woidd  be 
brought  to  a  crisis.  Those  opposed  to  Mr.  Woodbridge,  were  not 
knorant,  that,  if  Mr.  Edwards  were  continued  as  the  missionary  at 
Stockbridge,  such  was  hb  influence  at  Boston,  and  his  general 
weight  of  character,  there  was  too  much  probability,  that  Mr.  Wood** 
bridge  would  be  ccHitinued  the  schoolnmaster  of  the  Housaton- 
nu^,  and  Mr.  Hawlej  of  the  Iroquob*    In  that  case,  there  was 
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but  little  chance  of  the  female  scbod  bemg  placed  in  the  desired 
hands ;  if  that  failed,  the  stewardship  of  all  the  schook  would  bH  ; 
and  then  the  whole  system  of  measures,*  apparently  so  happily  con- 
ceived, would  be  debated*  But  if  Mr.  Edward^  could  be  removed 
from  Stockbridge,  the  removal  of  Mr.  Woodhridge  would  be  at- 
t^fided  with  less  difficulty ;  that  of  Mr.  Hawley,  a  young  man^ 
would  follow  of  course,  which  would  make  way,  for  the  son  of  the 
resident  trustee ;  these  changes  would  almost  necessarily  ensure 
the  female  school,  as  well  as  the.  stewardship  and  agency,  in  the  fa- 
mily ;  and  then  the  other  objects  in  view,  could  scarcely  fail  to  be 
accomplished.  As  so  much  ,  diq)ended .  on  the  fact,  whether  Mr. 
Edwards  was  ccmtinued  at  Stockbridge,  or  not ;  th^e  seemed  to 
be  held  out,  to  minds  capable  of  being  influenced  by  them,  very 
strong  mducements,  to  inake  one  vigourous  effi)rt  to  efiect  his  re^ 
oiovaL  This  was  accordingly  resdved  on,  an4»  by  some  d'tbe 
persons  concerned,  inoautioudy  proclaimed. 

One  of  the  steps,  taken  to  accomplish  this  so  desu^d  object,  is 
mentkmed  in  the  ioUowing  letter.  Whedier  it  was  <me  of  the 
measures  concerted^  or  was  the  ietf-suggeited  fizn  of  the  individual, 
who  attempted  to  execute  it,  does  not  certainly  appear.  Could  be 
have  succeeded,  could  the  English  inhabitants  oi  the  town  have 
•been  changed,  and  a  new  set  of  infaabitantshave  been  introduced, 
all  of  thent  his  adh^ents ;  no  event  probably  would  have  so 
much  furthered  the  otgectsin  view.  The  almost  utter  impossi- 
bility of  its  success,  connected  with  its  total  and  immediate  discom- 
fiture, rendered  the  attempt  supremely  ridiculous,  and  covered  the 
individual  making  it,  and  lus  party,  with  confusion. 

"  To  Andrew  Oliver,  Esquire. 

"  Stockbridge,  Oct.  1762. 

<^  Skice  my  letter  of  Aug.  37,  variousdunes  have  occurred  among 
ur,  of  which  it  mty  not  be  improper  to  intorm  you.  It  seems  as 
though  there  was  a  resoladon,  in  the  people  on  die  hill,  to  cany 
their  schemes  into  effect,  though  the  earth  should  be  removed 
for  it.  The  opponent  of  Mr.  Woodhridge  has  lately  made  a 
vigowrous  and  vehement  attempt,  suddenly  to  change  the  Eng- 
lish inhabitants  of  the  town,  by  buying  out,  at  once,  die  old 
inhabitants  in  general.  To  this  end,  he  arose  very  early  in  the 
morning,  and  went  out  before  day,  and  called  some  of  them 
out  of  dieir  beds,  offering  to  buy  their  farms.  In  this  manner, 
he  went  from  one  to  another,  until  he  had  been  to  almost  all 
the  inhabitants,  m  that  ibrenoon ;  oflenng  very  high  prices,  and 
auh  in  hand ;  vehemently  pressing  that  the  bargain  should  be 
immediately  closed,  and  the  writings  drawn,  and  die  afiair  coni- 
pleted,  without  delay;  urging  it  most  presaogly  on  each  onow 
One  of  die  inhabitants  cmnpleted  and  finuhed  the  affidr  widi 
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him.  Some  others  came  to  a  verbal  agreement,  on  conditions. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  great  and  extraordinary  vigour,  with  which 
this  matter  was  carried  on,  yet  the  design  was  discovered,  before 
it  could  be  completed,  and  -so  disappointed ;  and  then  his  friends, 
and  he  himself  too,  were  glad  to  lay  thb  conduct  to  distraction. 

^^  A  scheme  is  plainlpr  Imd,  emirely  to  thrust  Mr.  Hawley  out  of 
the  schools ;  let  his  friends  and  ccmstituents  do  what  they  will  to 
prevent  it*  The  resident  trustee  has  told  Mr.  Hawley,  that  it  is 
the  design  of  Mr.  HoUis'  former  school-master,  to  set  up  a  distinct 
mdependent  school,  under  another  teacher,  whom  he  shall  provide 
to  keep  the  school  on  Mr.  Hollis'  behalf,  and  that  he  mtends  to  take 
up  all  boys  who  come,  to  board  them  and  clothe  them  well,  better 
than  heretofore.  Probably  he  presumes,  that  the  clothing  and  pre- 
sents that  will  be  offered,  will  tempt  them  all  to  subject  themselves 
to  himself,  rather  than  to  Mr.  Hawley. 

"  I  have  lately  been  a  journey  to  Newark,  in  New-Jersey,  where 
I  saw  Mr.  Hazzard,  a  merchant  in  New- York,  who  told  me  that 
he,  the  last  June,  received  and  answered  two  bills  from  him, 
drawn  on  Mr.  Hollis,  of  £80  sterling  apiece.  By  this,  it 
]q)pears,  that  he  has  drawn  full  pay  from  Afr.  Hollis,  for  the  two 
years  past,  as  much  as  he  had  in  the  precedmg  years,  without 
cbthiog  the  boys  in  the  least :  imposing  on  Mr.  HoUis,  in  an  almost 
imprecedeBted  manner,  considering  the  greatness  of  the  bjury,  the 
plainness  of  the  case,  and  the  ohstmacy  with  which  he  has  proceed- 
ed to  such  a  step,  after  this  part  of  the  country  had  been,  so  long  a 
time,  so  full  of  objections  to  his  being  here  at  Mr.  Hollis'  expense, 
without  being  engaged  in  the  business  to  which  Mr.  HoUis  ap- 
pointed him,  and  for  which,  he  agreed  to  send  him  his  money.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  before  last;  he  professedly  threw  up  Mr. 
Hollis'  school,  and  dismissed  all  his  boys,  supposing  that  Mr.  Hollis 
was  dead ;  it  having  been  long  since  he  heard  any  thine  from  him. 
In  what  he  did  afterwards,  in  teaching  the  Mohawks,  ne  did  not 
pretend  to  proceed  on  Mr.  Hollis'  {rian,  or  with  any  expectation  of 
any  pay  from  him.  And  he  never  pretended  to  take  up  any  boys 
on  Mr.  Hollis'  account,  till  about  a  year  afterwards,  viz.  the  last 
autumn,  after  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hollis ;  and  it  is 
but  litde  he  has  done  since.  The  charge  he  has  been  at,  in  cloth- 
mg  the  bojrs,  is  but  a  trifle.  He  has  never  really  kept  any  school 
at  all,  though  sometimes  he  has  pretended  to  teach  some  children 
to  read,  in  a  most  confused  manner.  But,  through  a  great  part  of 
the  last  year,  he  has  not  done  even  that.  He  has  been  absent,  at 
least  (me  third  of  the  year ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
he  has  been  here,  he  has  not  had  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  a 
school,  nor  been  in  any  business  whatsoever. 

"  I  some  time  ago  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hollis,  giving  him  some 
account  of  the  state  of  his  aftairs  here,  accompanied  with  letter9 
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ftom  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Stockbridge.    I  desired  Mr«  Princ# 
to  show  those  letters  to  some  of  the  Commissioners. 

"  One  of  the  Trustees  has  lately  been  here,  but  staid  only  two 
or  three  days.  While  he  was  here,  there  was  little  else  but  alter- 
cation, and  warm  contest,  between  his  colleague  and  him,  concern- 
ing the  mode  of  managing  affiiirs,  and  concerning  the  female  scbooL 
And  he  is  gone  away  entirely  discouraged,  with  a  resolution  to  have 
no  more  to  do  with  the  afiairs  of  Stockbridge,  which,  he  says,  are 
blown  up  already.  If  it  be  not  altogether  so,  yet  I  think  it  is  high 
time  the  Hon.  Commissioners  had  fuQ  information  of  die  state  of 
things  among  us.  We  have  long  waited  for  an  opportunity  to 
send,  but  none  has  presented.  Mr.  Hawley  meets  with  many 
things  to  discourage  him ;  his-  circumstances  here  are  very  difficult 
and  precarious;  he  greatly  needs  the  advice  of  the  Commissioners ; 
he  has  a  strong  mclmation  to  see  the  Commissioners  himself,  and  to 
confer  with  them,  freely  and  fully,  about  the  a^irs  in  which  he  is 
concerned  ;  and  it  appears  to  me  necessary  that  he  ^ould  do  this, 
both  for  the  public  interest,  and  on  his  own  account.  He  is  kept 
out  of  business,  and  probably  very  good  business,  in  which  he 
might  settle  elsewhere ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  he  is  uneasy, 
and  thinks  it  necessary  to  talk  with  the  Commissioners.  We  have 
had  thoughts  of  his  stapng,  until  Mr.  Woodbridge  went  to  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  the  necessity  of  whose  going  appears  more  and  more 
apparent;  but  the  Court  bein^  prorogued,  and  we  not  knowing  for 
how  long  a  time ;  and  the  important  matjters  of  inteUigence  to  die 
Commissioners,  and  to  Mr.  Hollis,  having  been  so  long  delayed  for 
want  of  opportunity,  which  so  much  require  their  speedy  notice ; 
our  (calamities  also  continuing,  and  growing  worse  and  worse;  and 
it  bemg  now  /Sl  time,  wherein  most  of  the  Inohawks  are  gone,  and 
60  a  time  in  ^^liph  Mr.  Hawley  can  be  absent,  with  far  less  incon- 
venience than  some  time  hence,  when  many  of  the  Mohawks  are 
expected  down,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proviaons  in  their 
own  country ;  and  considering  that  probably  the  Commissioners 
might  have  a  more  free  opportunity,  to  hear  and  consider  Mr.  Haw- 
ley's  representations  now,  than  in  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the 
Court ;  and  likewise,  that  it  might  be  some  convenience  to  the 
Commissioners,  to  have  notice  of  the  state  of  our  afiiurs,  so  as  to 
ripen  their  thoughts  with  regard  to  them,  before  the  sitting  of  the 
Court ; — ^I  say,  considering  these  things,  it  was  thought  advisable 
for  Mr.  Hawley  not  to  delay  his  journey.  That  die  Most  High 
would  give  wisdom,  and  counsel  and  success  to  the  Commission- 
ers, in  their  consultations  on  our  afiairs,  and  direct  and  aid  those 
who  are  here  employed,  in  so  important  a  service,  is  die  humbh 
aad  earnest  ^prayer  of 

"  Their  most  obedient  servant, 

<<  Jonathan  EIdwauds.'^ 
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From  these  scenes  of  unsuccessful  intrigue,  and  disappointed 
avarice,  all  notice  of  which,  could  the  life  of  Mi*.  Edwards,  as  a 
missionary  at  Stockbridge,  have  been  fairly  exhibited  without  thus 
detailing  them,  would  have  been  most  gladly  dispensed  with ;  the 
reader  will  turn  with  pleasure,  even  for  a  short  interval,  to  commu- 
nications prompted  by  friendship,  and  relating  to  the  more  general 
interests  of  the  Church. 

Some  years  before  this,  dirough  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Erskine,  <. 
he  had  received  the  writings  of  some  of  the  more  considerable  7^ 
Arminian  writers,  particularhr  of  Dr.  Taylor  of  Norwich,  and 
Dr.  Tumbull ;  which,  with  those  of  Dr.  Whitby,  and  those  of 
Chubb  and  Tindal,  already  in  his  possession,  furnished  him  with 
the  means  of  examining  their  whole  system.  This  examination  he 
commenced,  in  form,  a  considerable  time  before  he  left  Northamp- 
ton ;  and  m  the  sunmier  of  1747,  as  we  have  already  seen,  he  an- 
counced,  m  his  first  letter  to  Mr.  Erskine,  the  general  plan  of  a 
Discourse  on  the  Freedom  of  the  WiD,  and  Moral  Agency.  This 
subject  drew  his  attention,  even  while  he  was  a  member  of  Col- 
lege; and,  firom  an  investigation  of  the  nature  of  Powei^  to  which. 
be  was  led  by  reading  the  article,  in  the  Essay  on  the  Human 
Understandmg,  relating  to  that  subject,  he  derived  the  all  important 
principle.  That  Men,  in  a  proper  sense,  hat  be  said  to  have 

POWER  to  abstain  FROM  SIN,  AND  TO  REPENT,  TO  DO  GOOD 
WORKS,  AND  TO  LIVE  HOLILY  J  BECAUSE  IT  DEPENDS  ON 
THEIR  WILL. — ^Mer  Mr.  Edwards  had  thus  announced  his 
plan,  his  attention  was  necessarily  diverted  fix>m  its  execution,  dur- 
mg  his  residence  in  Northampton,  by  the  controversy  respecting 
the  Qualifications  for  Conmiunion — his  Treatise  on  that  subject, 
and  the  many  perplexities  and  embarrassments,  which  terminated 
in  Ws  dismission.  His  removal  from  Northampton,  the  establish- 
ment of  his  familv  at  Stockbridge,  the  Answer  to  Mr.  Williams, 
and  his  ordinary  duties  as  minister  and  missionary,  and  the  unhap- 
py controversy  subsisting  respecting  the  missicm,  engrossed  his 
whole  time,  until  July,  1752.  In  August  following,  he  entered  up- 
on the  work,  and  pursued  it  a  short  time;  but  the  violence  of  that 
controversy,  and  die  attempts  of  the  party  hostile  to  Mr.  Wood- 
bridge,  to  force  him  lirom  Stockbridge,  compelled  him  to  intermit 
his  labours.  Some  of  these  circumstances  are  alluded  to,  in  the 
following  letter  to  Mr.  Erskine,  in  which  the  reader  will  also  find 
some  inierestbg  details,  relative  to  the  Dutch  Church,  and  to  the 
state  of  religion  in  New-Jersey. 

"  Stockbridge,  November  23,  JV.  S.  1752. 

**  Rev.  AND  DEAR  Brother, 

"  In  August  last,  I  wrote  to  you,  and  sent  away  the  letter,  (with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^08  LIFE    OF   PR£Sn)£NT   EDWAJftDS. 

letters  to  some  of  my  other  correspondents,)  to  Boston,  to  be  con- 
veyed to  Scotland.     Therein  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  two 
Letters  from  you,  one  of  July  17,  '51;  another  of  Feb.  11,  '52; 
with  the  pamphlets,'  put  wifh  the  last  letter ;  and  now  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  another  letter  from  you  of  May  14,  '52;  and  the 
pamphlets  you  sent  with  the  last.    The  letter  I  received  the  latter 
end  of  September :  the  pamphlets  I  did  not  receive  tiH  very  late- 
ly: they  were  forgotten  by  Mr.  Prmce.    The  Treatise  against 
Fanaticism,  I  shall  have  no  benefit  frotn,  because  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  language.    What  the  Jewish  Convert 
has  published  of  his  conversion,  etc.,  is.  very  agreeable.     And  I 
now  heartily  thank  you  for  this  letter  and  packet.     I  am  very  glad 
to  see  what  you  write  concerning  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Ne- 
therlands.    But  I  believe  there  is  more  of  a  mixture  of  what  is 
bad  with  the  good,  that  appears  in  that  land,  than  Mr.  Kennedy, 
and  many  other  ministers  mere,  are  aware  of;  and  that  fiiey  will 
find,  that  the  consequences  of  their  not  carefully  and  critieally  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  good  and  bad,  and  guarding  with  the  ut- 
most caution  and  diligence  against  the  latter,  will  prove  worse  than 
they  now  conceive  of.     By  your  account,  it  is  now  e&acdy  with 
Mr.  Kennedy,  as  it  was  with  many  pious  ministers  in  America,  in 
the  time  of  the  great  reli^ous  moving  here.    They  k)oked  upon 
critical  enquiries,  into  the  difiference  between  true  grate  am  its 
counterfeits,  or  at  least  a  being  very  busy  m  such  enquiries,  and 
spending  time  in  them,  to  be  impertinent  and  unseasonable;  tend- 
ing rather  to  damp  the  work  of  die  Spirit  of  God,  than  promote  it ; 
diverting  their  own  minds,  and  the  minds  of  others,  as  they  suppo- 
sed, firom  that  to  which  God,  at  such  an  extraordinary  time,  did 
loudly  call  them  more  especially  to  attend.    The  crj  was,  O,  there 
is  no  danger^  if  toe  are  but  mdy  in  religion,  ana  fuU  of  CrotPs 
Spirit  J  and  live  by  faith,  of  being  misled !     If  we  do  but  foBow 
God,  there  is  no  danger  of  bein^Ud  ufrong !    'IV»  the  cola,  car- 
nal  and  lifeless,  that  are  most  Idcdy  to  be  blind,  and  walk  in  dark- 
ness.    Let  us  press  forward,  and  not  stay  and  hinder  the  good 
work,  by  standing  andjpending  time  in  these  criticisms  and  carnal 
reasoning !  etc,  etc.    'This  was  d^e  language  of  many,  till  they  ran 
on  deep  into  the  wilderness,  and  were  taught  by  the  briars  and 
thorns  of  the  wilderness.     However,  'tis  no  wonder  that  divines  in 
Europe  will  not  lay  very  much  weieht  on  the  admonitioDS  they  re- 
ceive from  so  obscure  a  part  of  me  world.     Other  parts  of  the 
church  of  God,  must  be  taught  as  we  have  been ;  and  when  they 
see  and  feel,  then  they  will  believe.     Not  that  I  apprehend  there 
is  in  any  measure  so  much  enthusiasm  and  disorder,  mixed  with  the 
work  in  Holland,  as  was  in  many  parts  of  America,  in~the  time  of 
the  last  revival  of  religion  here.     But  yet  I  believe  the  work  must 
be  more  pure,  and  the  people  more  thoroughly  guarded  from  his 
wiles,  who  beguiled  Eve  through  his  subtilty,  and  i^o  corrupts  the 
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ninds  of  zealous  people  from  the  simpliqty  tliat  is  in  Christ,  before 
the  work  goes  on  to  a  general  conquest,  and  is  maintained  in  its 
power  and  glonr  for  a  great  length  of  time.  But  God  will  have  his 
own  way : — "  Who,  being  his  counsellour,  hath  taught  Him  ?"  We 
must  expect  confusion  and  uproar,  before  we  have  that  abundance 
of  peace  and  mith,  which  the  Scriptures  speak  of:  many  must  run 
to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  will  be  increased. 

^^  The  Dutch  ministers  in  America,  whom  you  mention,  whom 
I  have  acquaintance  with,  are  some  of  the  younger  mbisters,  and 
such  as  were  bom  in  America,  though  several  of  them  have  had 
part  of  their  education  in  Holland.  I  have  not  acquaintance  enough 
with  them,  to  know  their  sentiments, particularly,  aboutthose  corrupt 
mixtures  above  mentioned,  and  die  care  which  is  to  be  used  m 
guarding  against  them.  However,  'tis  not  very  likely,  if  some  of 
them  should  write  to  their  brethren  in  Holland,  that  their  letters 
would  have  more  influence  upon  them  than  letters  from  you,  and 
some  others  of  the  ministers  of  Scotland.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a 
prospect,  that  there  wiU  in  time  be  very  happy  eflTects  of  the  grow- 
ing acquaintance  and  union,  there  is  between  a  very  considerable 
number  of  very  hopeful  and  pious  Dutch  ministers,  in  the  province 
of  New-York  and  New-Jersey,  and  many  English  and  Scotch 
ministers  in  America.  IThe  number  of  well  disposed  Dutch  mi- 
nisters in  these  provinces,  has  of  late  remarkably  increased;  so  diat 
I  think  when  they  meet  together  in  their  Ccetus,  they  make  the 
major  part.  Some  of  the  elder  ministers  seem  to  be  of  quite  con- 
trary sentiment  and  disposition,  not  appearing  friendly,  as  the  others, 
to  what  they  esteem  the  power  of  religion,  nor  approving  of  awa- 
kening, searching,  strict  and  experimental,  preaching:  which  has 
occasioned  various  contests  among  them.  However,  the  stricter 
sort  being  the  prevailing  part,  are  like  to  carry  the  day^ 

"  The  Dutch  churches  in  these  provinces,  have  hitherto  been  so 
dependent  on  the  Classis  in  Holland,  that,  whenever  any  among 
them  have  been  educated  for  the  ministry,  and  any  churches  have 
been  desirous  of  their  administrations,  they  could  not  receive  their 
orders  on  this  side  of  the  water,  but  have  been  obliged  to  go  to 
Holland  for  ordination :  which  has  been  a  great  incumbrance,  that 
has  attended  the  settlement  of  ministers,  among  them,  and  has  un- 
doubtedly been  one  occasion  of  such  multitudes  of  the  Dutch,  be- 
ing wholly  without  ministers.  Application  was  made  not  long  since, 
through  the  influence  of  the  forementioned  serious  young  ministers, 
(as  I  take  it,)  by  the  Coetus  here,  to  the  Classis  in  Holland,  for 
their  consent,  that  they  might  unite  themselves  to  the  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  New-York,  which  now  consists  of  English  and  Scotch. 
But  the  success  of  their  application  was  prevented,  by  a  letter 
written  by  one  of  the  elder  ministers,  remonstrating  a^inst  it,  very 
falsely  re{»esenting  the  New-York  Synod,  as  no  proper  Presbyte- 
rytn  Synod,  but  rather  a  company  of  Independents.    On  which, 
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the  Classis  of  Holland  advised  them,  by  no  means,  to  unite  them- 
selves with  that  Synod. 

"The  last  September!  went  a  journey  into  New-Jersey,  and  had 
opportunity,  m  my  journey,  of  seeing  some  of  these  young  ministers^ 
and  conversing  with  them  on  the  subject.  They  seem  resolved,  by 
some  means  or  other,  to  disengage  themselves  and  their  churchesr, 
from  the  forementioned  great  incumbt^ance,  of  being  obliged  to  cross 
the  ocean,  for  the  ordination  of  every  minister.  I  was  much  grati- 
fied, during  the  little  opportunity  1  had,,  to  observe  the  agreeable 
disposition  of  these  ministers. 

"  There  were^  also,  many  other  things  I  had  opportunity  to  ob- 
serve, in  tiiDse  parts,  which  were  very  agreeable.  I  was  there,  at 
the  time  of  the  public  Commencement  in  the  College,  and  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Cdlege,  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Correspondents  of  the  Society  for  propagating  christ* 
ian  knowledge,  and  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  New-York  Sy- 
nod ;  so  that  I  had  opportunity  to  converse  with  ministers  firom 
Long-Island,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia, 
"l^he  college  is  in  flourishing  circumstances;  increases  apace ;  and 
is  happily  regulated.  The  Trustees  seem  engaged  to  their  utmost 
to  promote  learning,  virtue,  and  true  religion,  in  it ;  and  none  more  so 
than  Govemour  Belcher ;  who  is  the  President  of  the  Trustees,  and 
was  at  the  Commencement,  and  at  the  Trustees'  meeting.  But  they 
v'ery  much  want  farther  supplies,  for  the  convenient  support  of  the 
college.  I  had  considerable  opportunity  to  converse  with  Gbvem- 
our  Belcher ;  and  was  several  times  at  his  house  at  Elizabethtown. 
He  labours  under  many  of  the  infirmities  of  age,  but  savours  much 
of  a  spirit  of  religion,  and  seems  very  desirous  of  doing  all  the  good 
he  can,  while  he  lives.  The  New-York  Synod  is  in  flourishing 
circumstances  :  much  more  so  than  the  Philadelphia  Sjrnod.  They 
have  the  greatest  body  of  ministers  now,  and  increase  much  faster 
than  the  other.  They  are  in  higher  credit  with  the  people  m  al- 
most all  parts,  and  are  chiefly  sought  to  for  supplies  by  distant  con- 
gregationsf  With  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Correspond- 
ents, they  have  dismissed  Mr.  Horton  from  his  mission  on  Long- 
Island,  and  he  is  about  to  setde  in  a  congregation  in  New-Jersey. 
He  was  dismissed,  by  reason  of  his  very  much  failing  of  employ- 
ment :  many  of  the  clans  of  Indians,  he  used  to  preach  to,  having 
dwindled  away,  by  death  or  dispersion,  and  there  being  but  litde 
prospect  of  success  among  otiiers  that  remain,  and  some  being  so 
situated,  that  they  may  conveniently  be  taken  care  of  by  other 
ministers.  The  Correspondents  have  it  in  their  view  to  employ 
the  money,  by  which  he  used  to  be  supported,  to  support  a  mission 
among  the  Six  Nations ;  after  they  have  found  a  suitable  person  to 
undertake  the  business  of  such  a  mission,  and  he  is  fitted  for  it  by 
learning  the  language.  They  used  endeavours  to  obtain  a  suitable 
person  for  the  business,  in  New-Jersey :  but,  meeting  with  no  su«'- 
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cess,  they  roted  to  empower  Mr.  Bellamy,  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Shef- 
field, and  myself,  to  procure  a  suitable  person,  if  we  can  find  such 
an  one,  in  New-England,  for  the  present,  to  come  and  live  at 
Stockbridge,  to  be  here  learning  the  Mohawk  language  with  Mr. 
Hawley,  our  school-master  for  the  Mohawks,  to  fit  him  for  the 
mission.  Persons  proper  to  be  employed,  and  such  as  may  be  ob- 
tained, are  v.ery  scarce ;  and  'tis  doubttul  whether  we  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  one, 

"  There  is  a  very  dark  cloud,  that  at  present  attends  the  afi^,  re- 
lating to  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge,  occasioned  very  much  by  one 
of  the  Agents  for  the  Province,  (who  lives  at  Stockbridge,)  pur- 
suing measures,  very  contrary  to  the  measures  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Society  in  London.  The  opposition  is  maintabed,  not 
with  a  small  degree  of  stifiness  and  resolution ;  and  the  contest  is 
become  so  great,  that  it  has  brought  things  into  very  great  confusion. 
This  gentleman  is  a  man  of  some  note ;  and  his  wife's  relations 
earnestly  engage  with  him,  and  many  of  them  are  persons  of  con- 
siderable figure  in  the  country.  The  Commissbners  all  very 
much  dislike  his  conduct.  This  conte^  occasions  no  misunder- 
standings among  the  people  in  Stockbridge,  in  general :  aU,  ex- 
oepting  those  nearly  related  to  the  family,  both  English  and  Indi- 
ans, are  happily  united  to  me  and  my  family.  It  would  be  very 
tedious  for  me  to  write,  and  for  you  to  read,  all  the  particulars  of 
this  uncomfortable  afiair.  The  commissioners  are  exerting  them- 
selves to  relieve  us  of  this  calamity ;  and  it  is  probable  they  will  be 
successful. 

^^  I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  give  of  some  valuable  books  pub- 
lislied :  I  desire  you  would  continue  to  favour  me  in  this  manner.  I 
began  the  last  August,  to  write  a  litde  on  the  Arminian  controversy, 
but  was  soon  broke  off :  and  such  have  been  my  extraordinary  avoca- 
tions and  hindrances,  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  set  pen  to  paper 
about  this  matter  smce.  But  I  hope  that  God,  in  his  providence,  wiU 
favour  me  with  opportunity  to  prosecute  the  design.  And  I  desire 
your  prayers,  that  Crod  would  assist  m^  in  it,  and  m  all  the  work  I 
am  called  to,  and  enable  me  to  conduct  my  life  to  his  glory  and 
acceptance,  under  all  difficulties  and  trials, 

'^  My  wife  joins  with  me,  in  most  hearty  and  afiectionate  saluta- 
tion to  you,  and  Mrs.  Erskine. 
"I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affectionate  and  obliged 
"  brother  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwaii]>s. 

"  P.  S.  I  propose  with  this,  to  send  you  Mr.  Hobart's  Second 
Address  to  the  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  New-England, 
and  my  Answer  to  Mr.  Williams,  which  I  would  desire  you  to  give 
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your  neighbours,  my  correspondents,  opportunity  to  read,  if  they 
desire  it." 

The  correspondence  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
'  Gillespie  of  Camock,  in  Scotland,  has  already  interested  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reader.  ThisOendeman  was  bom  in  1708,  pursued 
his  theological  studies  under  Dr.  Doddridge,  and  was  ordained  and 
setded  in  the  parish  of  Camock,  in  1741.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful and  indefatigable  minister. — ^^  I  never,  (says  Dr.  Erskme, 
who  was  several  months  his  stated  hearer  at  Camock,  and  often 
heard  his  occasional  effi)rts  in  other  places,)  sat  under  a  minister  bet- 
ter calculated  to  awaken  the  thoughdess  and  secure,  to  caution  con- 
vinced sinners  against  what  would  stifle  their  convictions  and  pre- 
vent their  issuing  in  conversion,  and  to  point  out  the  difierences, 
between  vital  chrisdanity  and  specious,  counterfeit  appearances  of 
it.'^ — His  popularity  and  usefulness,  were  very  great,  not  only  in 
his  own  parish,  but  in  Edinburgh  and  the  west  of  Scodand.  In 
1752,  an  event  occurred,  which  forms  an  aera  in  the  Ecolesiasd- 
cal  history  of  that  country.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Richardson,  of 
Broughton,  was  presented  to  the  charge  of  the  town  of  Inverkei- 
thing,  by  the  ky  patron  of  the  parish — the  indicidfial  who  had  that 
living  in  his  gift. — ^The  inhabitants  refused  to  receive  him  as  their 
minister.  The  case  was  appealed  fix)m  coutt  to  court,  until  the 
General  Assembly,  in  May,  1752,  directed  the  Presbytery  of  Dun- 
fermline to  admit  Mr.  R.  to  the  charge  of  Inverkeitbing,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Gfllespie  to  preside  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Gfllespie, 
and  several  others  in  the  Presbytery,  had  conscientious  scruples  on 
the  subject  of  lay-patronage,  and  niUy  believed  that  no  one,  on  die 
principles  of  the  Gospel,  could  have  any  right  to  place  a  clergy- 
man over  a  parish,  but  the  people  themselves.*  He  therefore, 
and  those  who  thought  with  him,  declined  obedience  to  the  man- 
date :  and  while  they  were  subjected  to  various  ecclesiasdcal  cen- 
sures, he  was  deposed  from  the  ministry,  and  removed  from  the 
parish  of  Camock.  When  called  to  the  bar,  to  receive  his  sen- 
tence, he  replied,  "  Moderator,  I  receive  this  sentence  of  the  Gre- 
neral  Assembly,  with  reverence  and  awe.  But  I  rejoice,  that  it  is 
given  to  me,  on  the  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  on  his 
name,  but  to  sufier  for  his  sake/' 

For  about  a  year,  he  preached  to  his  people,  out  of  doors,  ho- 
ping that  the  sentence  would  be  reversea  ;  at  die  close  of  which, 
a  church  having  been  purchased  for  him  in  Dunfermline,  a  short 
distance  from  Camock,  he  preached  there,  as  an  independent, 

*  Lay-patronage  was  wholly  rejected  by  the  Scotch  Reformers,  and  was  not 
introduced  by  law,  until  1711.  For  a  long  period,  the  law  wa<  regarded  aa  a 
public  grieyvice,  but  ia  now  aabiDitted  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFK    or    PRESIDENT    EDWARDS.  5,18 

about  SIX  years,  unconnected  with  any  associate  in  the  ministry. 
In  1768,  he  united  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Boston,  Jr.,  and  fonned 
a  new  establishment,  called,  The  Presbytery  of  Relief;  to  which 
some  dissenting  ministers  of  England  soon  acceded.  The  congrega- 
tions at  present  connected  with  them,  and  knouT),  as  an  ecclesiastical 
body,  by  the  name  of  the  Relief,  are  65  in  number,  are  found 
in  all  the  principal  towns,  and  many  of  the  country  parishes,  of 
Scotland,  and  are  computed  to  consist  of  towards  60,000  individu- 
als.* They  provide  ministers  for  the  inhabitants  of  those  parishes, 
which  do  not  submit  to  ministers  introduced  by  lay  patronage  ;  and 
readily  adnvt  to  ministerial  and  church  communion,  evangelical 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  Church  ofEng- 
land.  « 

The  correspondents  of  Mr.  Edwards,  had  forwarded  to  him  va- 
rious publications  relative  to  the  Deposition  of  Mr.  Gillespie  :  and 
the  views  which  he  formed  with  regard  to  it,  as  expressed  m  the 
following  Letter,  while  they  must,  at  the  time,  have  been  consoling 
and  supporting  to  the  exceUent  man,  to  whom  diey  were  sent,  will 
also  probably  harmonize  with  those  of  every  reader  of  these 
pages. 

"  To  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gillespie,  Camock. 

"  Stockbridge,  Nov.  24, 1752. 
"  Rev.  and  dear  brother, 

"In  letters  and  pamphlets,  lately  forwarded  to  me,  by  some  of 
my  correspondents  in  Scotland,  I  have  received  the  affecting  and 
surprising  account  of  your  deposition,  for  not  assisting  in  the  setde- 
ment  of  Mr.  Richardson,  at  tiverkeithing.  The  circumstances  of 
which  afiair  seem  to  be  such,  as  abundantly  manifest  your  cause  to 
be  good ;  at  the  same  time  that  they  plainly  show  die  persecuting 
spirit,  with  which  you  have  been  proceeded  against.  It  is  strange, 
that  a  Protestant  Church  should  condemn  and  depose  one  of  her 
ministers,  for  conscientiously  declining  to  act  m  a  forced  setdement 
of  a  minister,  over  a  congregation  that  have  not  chosen  him  as  their 
pastor,  but  are  utterly  averse  to  his  administrations,  at  least  as  to  a 
stated  attendance  upon  them.  It  is  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  a 
church,  at  this  time  of  day,  after  the  cause  of  liberty  in  matters  of 
conscience  has  been  so  abundandy  defended,  should  arrogate  to 
herself  such  a  kind  of  authority  over  the  consciences  of  botib  min- 
isters and  people,  and  use  it  in  such  a  manner,  by  such  severity,  to 
establish  that,  which  is  not  only  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  christians, 
wherewith  Christ  has  made  them  free ;  but  so  direcdy  contrary  to  hef 
own  professed  principles,  acts  and  resolutions,  entered  on  public  re- 
cord.  The  several  steps  of  this  proceeding,  and  some  singular  meas- 

*  '^Mr.  Gillespie  died,  Jan.  19lb,  1774,  in  scroniiy  of  inind,  and  good  hope 

through  grace." For  the  preceding  facts,  I  am  indebted  to  the  Quarterly 
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ures  taken,  and  the  hastmess  and  vehemence  of  the  proceeding,  are 
such,  as  savour  very  strongly  of  the  very  spirit  of  persecution,  and 
must  be  greatly  to  the  dishonour  of  the  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  are 
such,  as  will  naturally  engage  the  friends  of  God's  people,  abroad  in 
the  world,  in  your  favour,  as  suffering  very  injuriously.  It  is  wonder- 
ful, that  a  church,  which  has  itself  suffered  so  much  by  persecu- 
tion, should  be  guilty  of  so  much  persecution.  This  proceeding ' 
gives  reason  to  suspect,  that  the  Church  of  Scotiand,  which  was 
once  so  famous,  is  not  what  it  once  was.  It  appears  probable  to 
me,  at  this  distance,  that  there  is  something  else  at  the  bottom,  be- 
sides a  zeal  to  uphold  the  authority  of  the  church,  j^rhaps  many 
of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  have  their  nunds  secretly 
infected  with  those  lax  principles  of  the  new  divinity,  and  have  im- 
bibed the  liieral  doctrines,  as  they  are  accounted,  which  are  so 
much  in  vogue  at  the  present  day,  and  so  contrary  to  the  strict, 
mysterious,  spiritual,  soul-humbling  principles  of  our  forefathers.  I 
have  observed,  that  these  modem  fashionable  opinions,  however 
called  noble  and  liberal,  are  commonly  attended,  not  only  vrith  a 
haughty  contempt,  but  an  inward  malignant  bitterness  of  heart,  to- 
wards all  the  zealous  professors  and  defenders  of  the  contrary  s{u- 
ritual  principles,  that  do  so  nearly  concern  the  vitals  of  religion, 
and  the  power  of  experimental  godliness.  This,  be  sure,  has  been 
the  case  in  this  land.  I  have  known  many  gendemen,  (especially 
in  the  ministry,)  tainted  with  these  liberal  principles ;  who,  thou^ 
none  seem  to  be  such  warm  advocates  as  they,  for  liberty  and  free- 
dom of  thought,  or  condemn  a  nanrow  and  persecuting  spirit  so 
much  as  they ;  yet,  in  the  course  of  things,  have  made  it  manifest, 
that  they  themselves  had  no  small  share  of  a  persecuting  spirit. 
They  were,  indeed,  against  any  body's  restraining  their  liberties, 
and  pretending  to  controul  them  in  tiieir  thinking  and  professing  as 
they  please ;  and  that  is  what  they  mean,  truly,  when  they  plead  for 
liberty.  But  they  have  that  inward  enmity  of  spirit  towards  those 
others  mentidned,  that,  if  they  see  an  opportuni^r  to  persecute  them 
under  some  good  cloak,  and  vrith  some  false  pretext,  they  w31 
eagerly  embrace  it,  and  proceed  with  great  severiQr  and  vehemence. 
Thus  far,  perhaps,  if  the  truth  were  known,  it  would  appear,  that 
some  of  your  most  strenuous  persecutors  hate  you  mucn  more  for 
something  else,  than  they  do  for  your  not  obeying  the  orders  of  the 
General  Assembly.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  how  the  case  is.  I 
only  speak  fit)m  what  I  have  seen  and  found,  here  in  America,  m 
cases  somewhat  similar.  However,  it  is  beyond  doubt,  that  tUs 
proceeding  vrill  stand  on  the  records  of  future  time,  f<Mr  the  lasting 
reproach  of  your  persecutors;  and  your  conduct,  for  which  you 
have  suffered,  iVill  be  to  your  lasting  honour  in  the  Church  of  Ciod. 
And  what  is  much  more,  that,  which  has  been  condemned  in  you 
by  man,  and  for  which  you  have  suffered  from  him,  is  doubtiess 
approved  by  God,  and  I  trust  j^u  will  have  a  glorious  reward  from 
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him.  For  the  cause,  you  sul^r  in,  is  the  cause  of  God ;  and  if 
God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  K  he  justifies,  what  need 
we  care  who  condemns  ?  Not  only  is  the  mercy  of  God,  dear  bro- 
ther, manifested,  in  its  being  granted  you  to  suffer  for  his  sake,  but 
his  mercy  is  to  be  taken  notice  of,  in  many  of  the  circumstances  of 
this  suffering.  Particularly,  that  he  has  excited  so  many  to  appear 
for  you :  that  you  had  the  major  part  of  the  Presbytery,  which  you 
belong  to,  with  you  in  the  afiair,  though  God  has  honoured  you 
above  all  the  rest,  in  calling  you  to  suffer  for  his  name :  that  the 
majot  part  of  the  conmiission  of  the  General  Assembly  did  in  effect 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Presbytery,  judging  it  no  cen- 
surable fauh :  that  no  greater  part  of  the  Assembly  had  a  hand 
m  your  deposition :  that  so  many  of  God's  people  have,  on  this  oc- 
casion, very  boldly  appeared  to  befriend  you,  as  suffering  in  a 
righteous  cause,  openly  condemning  the  conduct  of  your  most  bit- 
ter prosecutors,  and  testifying  an  abhorrence  of  their  conduct :  and 
that  many  have  appeared,  liberally  to  contribute  to  your  outward 
support ;  so  that,  by  what  I  understand,  you  are  likely  to  be  no  loser 
in  that  respect ;  by  which,  your  enemies  wiU,  perhaps,  he  entirely 
disappointed.  And,  above  aU,  that  you  have  been  enabled,  througn 
the  whole  of  this  affiiir,  to  conduct  yourself  witli  so  much  christian 
meeki^ess,  decency,  humility,  proper  deference  to  authority,  and 
composure  and  fortitude  of  mmd ;  which  is  an  evident  token  that 
God  will  appear  for  you,  and  also,  tliat  he  will  appear  against  your 
enemies.  When  I  received  your  kind  letter,  soon  after  my  dis- 
misaon  firom  Northampton,  so  full  of  expressions  of  sympathy  to- 
wards me  under  what  I  suffered,  I  little  thought  of  your  being 
brought  so  soon  under  sufierings  so  similar.  But,  seeing  God  has 
so  ordered  it  in  his  providence,  my  prayer  and  hope  is,  that  he 
would  abundandy  reward  your  sympadiy  in  my  case.  "  Blessed 
are  the  merciful^  for  they  shaU  obtain  mercy, ^^ 

"  As  to  myself,  I  still  meet  with  difficulties  in  my  new  station,  which 
arise  pa^y  fix>m  private  views,  (as  it  is  to  be  feared,)  of  some  par- 
ticular persons  of  some  note  and  distinction,  who  are  concerned 
with  the  afiairs  of  the  Mohawks  here,  and  partly  from  the  same 
spirit,  and  the  same  persons,  and  others  nearly  related  to  them, 
who  fomented  the  contention  with  me  at  Northampton.  However, 
all  the  people,  both  Indians  and  English^  except  the  very  few  of 
the  abovementioned  connection,  are  firmly  united  to  me  :  and  the 
Commissioners  in  Boston,  who  are  my  constituents,  and  from  whom 
I  have  my  support,  are  altogether  on  my  side ;  and  are  endeavour- 
ing to  the  utmost,  to  remove  the  difficulties  that  attend  our  afiairs ; 
by  which  the  cause  of  religion  here,  especially  among  the  Mohawks, 
suffers  much  more  than  I  do,  or  am  like  to  do,  in  my  personal  and 
temporal  interests.  These  difficulties,  which  have  arisen,  have 
indeed,  ahnost  brought  the  Mohawk  affair  to  ruin,  which  the  last 
year  was  attended  with  so  glorious  a  prospect.    It  would  be  very 
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tedious  to  relate  the  particulars  of  this  unhappy  affiiir.  Ithinkthart 
God,  by  these  sufferings,  calls  me  to  expect  no  other,  than  to  meet  with 
difficulties  and  trials  while  in  this  world.  And  what  am  I  better 
than  my  fathers,  that  I  should  expect  to  fare  better  in  the  world, 
than  the  generality  of  Christ's  followers  in  all  past  generations. 
May  all  our  trials  be  for  our  justification,  ai  d  our  being  more  and 
more  meet  for  our  Master's  use,  and  prepared  to  enter  into  thfe 
joy  of  our  Lord,  in  a  world  where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  fronEi 
the  eyes  of  God's  people.  Let  us,  dear  Sir,  earnestly  pray  one 
for  another,  that  it  may  be  thus  with  us;  and  that,  however  we 
may  be  called  to  labour,  and  to  suffer,  we  may  see  peace  on*God's 
Israel,  and  hereafter  eternally  glory  and  triumph  with  his  inheri- 
tance. God  has  of  late  mercifully  preserved  my  wife  and  young- 
est daughter,  in  time  of  very  sore  and  dangerous  sickness,  and  re- 
stored them  again.  My  eldest  daughter  has  also  been  sick,  and  is 
restored  in  a  considerable  degree. 

"The  Northampton  People  remain  in  sorrowful  cut^umstances, 
destitute  of  a  settled  minister,  and  without  any  prospect  of  a  set- 
tlement ;  having  met  with  many  disappointments.  But  all  don't  as 
yet  seem  to  be  effectual,  to  bring  them  to  a  suitable  temper  of 
mmd.  I  much  desire  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  be  informed  of 
your  present  circumstances. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  affectionate  Brother 
"  in  the  Gospel, 

"Jonathan  Edwabds. 

With  the  preceding  letter  was  sent  the  following  to  Mr. 
M'CuUoch. 

"  Stockbridge,  J^ov.  24,  1762. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  lh\ink  you  for  your  letter  of  March  3,  1752,  which  I  receiv- 
ed this  fall.  I  thank  you  for  yonr  friendly  and  instructive  observa- 
tions, on  God's  dealings  with  me  and  my  family.  Though  God's 
dispensations  towards  me,  have  been  attended  with  some  distin- 
guishing trials,  yet  the  end  of  the  Lord  has  been  very  gracious. 
He  has  ever  manifested  hiinselfvery  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy, in  the 
midst  of  difficulties  we  have  met  witii,  in  merciful  circumstances 
with  which  they  have  been  attended,  and  also  in  the  event  of  them. 
Our  circumstances,  here  at  Stockbridge,  are  in  many  respects  com- 
fortable. We  here  live  in  peace  and  friendship,'  with  the  generality 
of  the  people.  But  we  are  not  without  our  difficulties  and  troubles 
here.  The  Indian  affair,  which  the  last  year  was  attended  with  so 
pleasing  and  glorious  a  prospect,  has  since  been  unspeakably  em- 
barrassed, through  the  particular  schemes  of  certain  individuals, 
who  arc  opposed,  in  their  counsels  and  nKjasures,  to  the  Commis- 
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sioners  of  the  Society  in  London,  and  are,  to  their  utmost,  striving  to 
accomplish  their  designs  in  opposition  to  them,  and  in  this  great 
contest  I  am  looked  on  as  a  person  not  a  little  obnoxious.  They 
belong  to  a  family  of  some  note,  who  vigourously  abetted  and  set 
forward  my  opposers  at  Northampton,  and  were  a  chief  occasion  of 
my  removal  from  that  town ;  to  whom  my  setdement  at  Stock- 
bridge  was  very  grievous,  who  now  take  occasion  to  exert  them- 
selves to  the  utmost  to  weaken  my  interest  and  influence ;  and  I 
have  all  reason  to  think,  would,  if  it  were  possible,  undermine  me, 
and  procure  my  removal  far  hence.  Many  endeavours  have  been 
used  to  disaffect  my  people  towards  me,  but  all  in  vain.  They  are 
all  firmly  united  to  me,  excepting  the  forementioned  family.  En- 
deavours have  been  used  also,  to  disaflect  some  of  the  Conmiis- 
sioners;  but  wholly  in  vain.  They  seem  to  have  their  eyes  very 
wide  open,  as  to  their  particular  designs  and  schemes,  and  the  true 
spring  of  their  opposition.  We  hope  for  an  end  of  this  lament- 
able contest  before  long.  But  its  eflTects,  hitherto,  have  been  very 
sorrowful,  especially  with  regard  to  the  Mohawks.  Some  other 
things  have  happened,  which  have  much  prejudiced  the  cause  of 
religion  among  the  Indians ;  and,  among  other  th'ings,  the  discovery 
of  the  famous  Tartarian  root,  described  in  Chambers'  dictionary, 
caUed  Ginsengs  which  was  found  in  our  woods  the  last  summer, 
and  is  since  found  in  the  woods,  in  many  of  these  western  parts  of 
New  England,  and  in  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  traders 
in  Albany  have  been  eager  to  purchase  all,  that  they  could,  of  this 
root,  to  send  to  England ;  where  they  make  great  profit  by  it. 
This  has  occasioned  our  Indians  of  all  sorts,  young  and  old,  to 
spend  abimdance  of  time  in  wandering  about  the  woods,  and  some- 
times to  a  great  distance,  in  the  neglect  of  public  worship,  and  pf 
their  husbandry;  and  also,  in  going  much  to  Albany,  to  sell 
their  roots,  (which  proves  worse  to  them  than  their  going  into  the 
woods,)  where  they  are  always  much  in  the  way  of  temptation  and 
drunkenness ;  especially  when  they  have  money  in  their  pockets. 
The  consequence  has  been,  that  many  of  them  have  laid  out  their 
money,  which  they  liave  got  for  their  roots  of  Gmseng,  for  rum ; 
wherewith  tJiey  have  intoxicated  themselves. 

"  God  has  been  very  gracious  to  my  family  of  late,  when  some 
of  them  have  been  visited  with  sore  sickness.  My  wife  has  lately 
been  very  dangerously  sick,  so  as  to  be  brought  to  the  very  brink 
of  the  grave.  She  had  very  little  expectation  of  life,  but  seemed  to  be 
assisted  to  an  unweaned  resignation  to  the  divine  wiU,  and  an  un- 
shaken peace  and  joy  in  Grod,  in  the  expectation  of  a  speedy  de- 
parture. But  God  was  pleased  to  preserve  her,  and  mercifully  to 
restore  her  to  a  pretty  good  state  of  health.  My  youngest  daugh- 
ter also,  who  has  been  a  very  infirm  child,  was  brought  nigh  untq 
death,  by  a  sore  fit  of  sickness,  and  is  now  also  restored  to  her  for- 
mer state.     My  daughter  Parsons,  my  eldest  daughter,  who  with 
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her  husband  has  removed  from  Nordiampton,  and  dwells  m  Stock- 
bridge,  has  also  very  lately  been  very  sick,  but  is  in  a  conaderable 
measure  restored.  My  daughter  Esther's  marriage,  with  President 
Burr,  of  Newark,  seems  to  pe  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  min- 
isters and  people  in  those  parts,  and  also  of  our  friends  in  Bostcm, 
and  other  parts  of  New  England. 

^^  As  to  the  state  of  religion  in  America,  I  have  but  little  to  write 
that  is  comfortable }  but  there  seems  to  be  better  appearances  in 
some  other  colonies,  than  in  New  England.  When  I  was  lately 
m  New  Jersey,  in  the  time  of  the  Synod  there,  I  was  informed  of 
some  »[nall  movings  and  revivals  in  some  places  on  Long  Island, 
and  New  Jersey.  I  there  had  the  comfort  of  a  short  interview 
with  Mr.  Davies  of  Virginia,  and  was  much  pleased  with  him  and  his 
conversation.  He  appears  to  be  a  man  of  very  solid  understanding, 
discreet  in  his  behaviour,  and  polished  and  gendemanly  in  his  man- 
ners, as  well  as  fervent  and  zealous  in  religion.  He  gave  an  account 
of  the  probability  of  the  setdement  of  a  Mr.  Todd,  a  young  man  of 
epod  learning  and  of  a  pious  disposition,  in  a  part  of  Virginia  near  to 
him.  Mr.  Davies  represented  before  the  Synod,  the  great  necessities 
of  the  people,  in  the  back  parts  of  Viipnia,  ^ere  multitudes  were  re- 
markably awakened  and  reformed  several  years  ^o,  and  ever  since 
have  been  thirsting  after  the  ordinances  of  (jod.  The  peopte  are 
chiefly  bom  Ireland,  of  Scotch  extraction.  The  Sjmod  appointed 
two  men,  to  go  down  and  preach  among  these  people  ;  viz.  Mr. 
Henry,  a  Scotchman,  who  has  lately  taken  a  degree  at  New-Jersey 
College,  and  Mr.  Greenman,  the  young  man,  who  was  educated  at 
the  charge  of  Mr.  David  Brainerd. 

^^  The  people  of  Northampton  are  in  sorrowful  circumstances, 
are  still  destitute  of  a  minist^,  and  have  met  with  a  long 
series  of  disappointments,  in  their  attempts  for  a  re-setdement  of 
the  ministry  among  them.  Mv  opposers  have  had  warm  conten- 
tions among  themselves.  Of  late,  they  have  been  wholly  destitute 
of  any  body , to  preach  steacfily  among  them.  They  sometimes  meet  to 
read  and  pray  among  themselves,  and  at  other  times  set  travellers 
or  transient  persons  to  preach,  that  are  hardly  fit  to  be  empbyed. 

^'  My  wife  joins  with  me,  in  most  respectful  salutations  to  you  and 
yours.  Desiring  your  prayers,  that  God  would  be  widi  us  in  all 
our  wanderings,  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world, 

^'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  brother,  in  the  labours  of 
the  gospel,  Jonathan  Edwards." 


The  chagrin  and  mortification,  and  entire  loss  of  mfluence  and 
respect,  consequent  upon  the  indiscreet  attempt  to  force  Mr.  Ed- 
wards from  Stockbridge,  by  buying  out  all  the  English  inhabitants, 
and  upon  its  utter  discomfiture,  had,  in  its  connection  with  the  in- 
firmiues  of  age,  "^ch  an  efi^t  upon  the  individual  who  made  it, 
dial  he  was,  soon  aft«r,  induced  to  part  widi  his  pft^perty  in  that 
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town,  and  remove  to  a  dbtance.  His  children,  though  somewhat  dis- 
heartened by  so  untoward  an  event,  and  now  assured  that,  if  [help 
came  to  them,  it  could  not  come  from  Stockbridge ;  appear,  howe- 
ver, to  have  resolved,  that  they  would  not  lose  all  their  labour,  and 
all  their  hopes,  without  a  struggle.  The  Commissioners  in  Boston, 
of  the  Society  in  London,  were  now  to  a  man,  fomly  opposed  to 
them,  and  resolved  to  resist  them  to  the  utmost.  But  their  kins- 
man, who  was  a  member  of  the  Society  in  London,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  Board  of  Directors,  and  had  written  to  them  in 
behalf  of  his  cousin.  He  bad  also  applied  to  Mr.  HoUis,  to  secure 
to  her  husband  the  management  of  nis  benefactions.  The  latter 
gentleman,  also,  and  the  brother  of  the  former,  had  considerable  in- 
fluence at  Boston,  and  this  mfluence  had  now  been  exerted  for  a 
considerable  period,  to  procure  the  removal  of  Mr.  Edwards.  At 
the  opening  of  the  General  Court,  in  the  autumn,  all  the  influence 
and  all  the  efforts  of  the  family,  and  its  friends,  were  brought  to  bear 
'on  this  one  point;  and  rejuresentations,  most  unfavourable  to  the 
character  and  qualifications  of  Mr.  E.  were  made  to  many  of 
the  principal  men  of  the  province.  The  Annual  Report  of  the 
resident  trustee  was  drawn  up  with  a  direct  and  immediate  refe- 
rence to  this  subject,  and  was  read  to  the  Legislature,  when  Mr. 
Edwards  knew  nothing  of  its  contents,  and  when,  being  at  the  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  he,  of  course,  could  not  at  once 
answer  it.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  however,  was  on  the  spot,  as  were 
the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  the  Society  in  London,  and  they 
made  such  counteracting  statements,  as  the  circumstances  rendered 
proper.     Of  this  Report,  we  shall  take  notice  further  on. 

While  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  at  Boston,  he  was  mformed,  and 
that  too  most  incautiously,  by  the  son  of  his  opponent,  who  went 
thither  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  the  author  of  the  Re- 
port, that  the  latter  had  solicited  his  Excellency,  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell,  Govemour  of  the  Province,  to  write  to  tiigland,  and  to  use 
his  influence,  with  the  Corporation  in  London,  that  Abr.  Edwards 
might  be  removed  fix)m  the  oflice  of  missionary ;  and  that  Sir  Will- 
iam had  engaged*  to  do  it.  On  this  information,  coming  so  directly, 
Mr.  Edwards  felt  himself  bound,  from  a  regard  to  his  own  reputa- 
tion, and  to  the  welfru'e  of  his  family,  to  address  Sir  William  on  the 
subject ;  which  he  did  in  a  letter,  bearing  date  January  SO,  1753.* 
In  this  letter,  after  recitmg  the  preceding  facts,  as  his  apology  for 
writmg  it,  and  mentioning  the  great  disadvantage,  under  which  he 
lay,  in  attempting  to  defend  himself,  at  such  a  distance,  when  he 
did  not  know  what  had  been  said  to  his  prejudice,  he  states,  among 
other  things,  the  following :  That,  since  me  revival  pf  religion  in 
1734,  the  family,  with  which  the  writer  of  the  Report  was  now 


*  This  letter  ifl  too  1oii|r  for  insertion. 
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connected,  had  discovered  an  unceasing  hostility  towards  himself, 
and  his  own  family,  notwithstanding  the  best  endeavours  he  could 
use  to  remove  it;  that  they  deeply  engaged  themselves  in  the 
controversy,  at  Northampton,  on  the  side  of  his  opposers,  upholding, 
directmg,  and  animating  them,  in  all  their  measures ;  that  two  of 
them,  especially,  had  been  the  confidential  advisers  of  the  opposi- 
tion, in  procuring  his  dismission  ;  that  when  his  removal  to  Stock- 
bridge  was  proposed,  the  whole  family,  there  atid  elsewhere,  oppo- 
sed it,  with  great  vehemence,  though,  when  tliey  saw  an  entire 
union  and  universal  engagedness  m  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
both  English  and  Indians,  for  his  setdement  there,  'and  that  there 
was  no  hope  of  preventing  it,  they  appeared,  as  though  their  minds 
were  changed ; — ^that  the  author  of  the  Report,  during  the  whole 
controversy  at  Northampton,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  family, 
with  which  he  was  now  connected,  had  remained  his  zealous  inend 
and  advocate ;  that  he  warmly  advocated  his  removal  to  Stock- 
bridge,  and  expressed  a  strong  desire  of  living  under  his  ministry; 
for  the  evidence  of  which  facts,  he  refers  Sir  William  to  two  of 
e  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  the  Province ;)  that  this  confi- 
dential fi*iendship  lasted,  until  his  connection  with  that  family,  and 
then  was  suddenly  changed,  first  into  secret,  and  afterwards  mto 
open,  opposition ;  that  he  had  personally  blamed  him  for  preaching 
to  the  Mohawks,  as  intermeddling  with  what  was  none  of  his  btisi- 
nessj  although  Mr.  E.  produced  the  Note  of  the  Commissioners, 
expressly  desiring  him  to  preach  to  the  Mohawks^  until  a  distinct 
Missionary  was  appointed  over  them:  that  the  reason,  openly  assigned 
for  the  very  great  resentment  of  the  author  of  the  Report,  and  that 
of  his  friends,  against  Mr.  Edwards,  was,  his  having  opposed  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  wife  of  that  gendeman,  as  teacher  of  die  female 
school,  although  he  neither  said  nor  did  any  thing  respecting  it,  until 
his  opinion  was  expressly  desired  in  writing  by  the  Comnrissioncrs, 
and  tiien,  that  he  opposed  it  on  the  ground,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
an  individual,  who  had  the  care  of  two  numerous  families  of  chil- 
dren, to  instruct  and  govern  the  children  of  an  Indian  school ; — and 
that,  as  to  his  qualifications  for  the  business  of  a  missionary,  \iscommur- 
nicative faculty y  etc.,  which  were  now  denied,  he  could  only  appeal  to 
those,  who  had  the  best  opportunity  of  judging,  from  their  own  ex- 

ferience, — particularly,  to  every  man,  woman  and  child,  in  Stock- 
ridge,  tiiat  had  any  understanding,  both  English  and  Indians,  ex- 
cept the  families  of  the  opponent  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  of  the 
author  of  the  Report.  Mr.  Edwards  then  adds,  "  Now,  Sir,  I 
humbly  request,  that,  if  you  had  resolved  on  endeavouring  to  have 
me  removed  from  my  present  employment  here,  you  would  once 
more  take  the  matter  into  your  impartial  consideration.  And,  1 
would  pray  you  to  consider.  Sir,  what  disadvantages  I  am  under ; 
not  knowing  what  has  been  said  of  me  in  conversation ;  not  know- 
ing, therefore,  the  accusation,  or  what  to  answer  to.     The  ruin  of 
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my  usefulness,  and  the  ruin  of  my  family,  which  has  greatly  suffer- 
ed in  years  past,  for  righteousness'  sake,  are  not  indeed  things  of 
equal  consideration  with  the  pubUc  good.  Yet  certainly,  I  should 
ficst  have  an  equal,  impartial  and  candid,  hearing,  before  I  am  exe- 
cuted for  the  public  good.  I  must  leave  the  matter,  dear  Sir,  to 
your  Justice  and  christian  prudence ;  committing  the  afiair  to  him, 
who  knows  all  the  injuries  I  have  suflered,  and  how  wrongfully  I 
now  suffer,  and  who  is  the  Great  Protector  of  the  innocent  and  op- 
pressed ;  beseeching  him  to  guide  you  in  your  determination,  and 
mercifully  to  order  the  end." 

In  the  month  of  February,  1753,  the  building  erected  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  Mohawk  bOvs,  usually  denommated  the  boarding- 
schooly  took  fire  in  a  way  unlcnown,  and,  with  considerable  furniture 
in  it,  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Mr.  Hawlev  had  furnished  a  cham- 
ber in  the  building,  and  resided  in  it.  By  this  calamity,  he  lost 
his  clothing,,  books  and  furniture.  It  was  supposed,  with  some 
grounds,  to  have  been  set  on  fire  by  design ;  and  its  destruction 
was,  for  the  time,  a  very  serious  interruption  to  the  labours  of  Mr. 
Hawley. 

The  Report  of  the  Indian  Agent  was  read  early  in  the  session. 
It  contained  various  insinuations  and  charges,  of  a  general  nature, 
against  Mr.  Edwards.  Other  charges  were  busily  circulated 
among  the  members,  with  the  hope  of  procuring  his  removal.  But 
it  was  well  understood,  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  at  a  ereat  distance, 
and  had  had  no  notice  of  these  charges.  He  had  likewise  a  cha- 
racter for  integrity,  too  well  established,  to  be  shaken  by  general 
insinuations,  or  covert  attacks.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  the  Com- 
missioners, were  also  on  the  spot,  and  took  care  that  the  real  state 
of  things  should  be  made  known,  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Edwards 
adequately  defended.  So  effectually  and  satisfactorily  was  this 
done,  that,  when  Mr.  Edwards  received  a  copy  of  the  Report  by 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  he  appears  also  to  have  been  apprised,  by  his 
fiiends  in  Boston,  that  me  design  of  his  enemies,  in  this  attack, 
had  been  completely  frustrated.  What  these  insinuations  and 
charges  were,  we  learn  from  his  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  written  for  the  purpose  of  being  communi- 
cated, if  he  thought  necessary,  to  the  Legidature.  It  deserves 
here  to  be  mentioned,  as  a  singular  and  very  kind  dispensation  of 
Providence,  that  the  author  of  the  Report  had,  some  time  before, 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  while  he  was  his  fiiend,  and 
when  he  hoped  for  his  co-operation;  particu  arly,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  s<Mi  as  school-master  to  the  Mohawks ;  in  which,  he 
had  eitiier  furnished  the  means  of  contradicting  the  statements 
made  in  the  Report,  or  had  expressly  requested  Mr.  Edwards  to 
do  the  very  things,  which  he  now  complained  of,  and  made  the 
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ground  of  complaint.  Of  this  letter,  Mr.  Edwards  enclosed  a  cdpy  i^ 
offering  to  forward  the  original,  if  desired,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  substantiate  every  part  of  his  own  statement,  by  numerous  wit- 
nesses, of  the  most  unexceptionable  character. 

From  his  letter  to  tlie  Speaker,  it  appears,  that  the  writer  of  the 
Report  chained  him — with  introducing  Mr.  Hawley  into  the 
school; — with  introducing  a  master,  in  his  absence,  and  when  there 
was  reason  to  expect  his  return ; — with  doing  this,  when  he  had 
been  attlie  expense  of  a  journey  of  his  son  of  260  miles,  to  procure 
Mr.  Hawley  as  master  of  the  boys ; — with  introducing  Mr.  Ashley, 
the  interpreter,  as  assistant  instructor ; — and  with  opposing  the  ap- 

E ointment  of  his  wife,  as  teacher  of  llie  female  school ; — and  that 
e  also  alleged,  that  the  school  was  in  very  desirable  circumstances, 
until  Mr.  Hawley  took  it,  and  that  it  then  declined ; — that  the  Mo- 
hawks had  been  discouraged,  through  the  conduct  of  the  agentsof  the 
mission ; — and  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  qualified  for  his  office, 
because,  on  account  of  his  age,  he  could  not  learn  the  language  of 
the  Indians. 

To  these  charges,  Mr.  Edwards  replied, — that  he  introduced  Mr. 
Hawley,  because  he  was  directed  so  to  do,  by  the  letter  of  the 
Commissioners,  of  Dec.  31,  1751  ; — ^that  he  introduced  a  master, 
in  the  absence  of  the  author  of  the  Report,  for  two  reasons,  1,  Be- 
cause he  knew  not  when  he  was  to  return ;  and,  2,  Because  the 
author  of  the  Report,  himself,  in  a  letter  sent  him  by  his  son,  re- 
quested him,  at  that  very  time^  to  introduce  a  master  into  the 
school ;  of  which  letter  he  inclosed  a  copy,  with  the  offer  of  for- 
warding the  original,  if  desired ; — ^that,  when  the  author  of  the  Re- 
Srt  sent  his  son  on  the  specified  journey,  it  was  not  to  procure  Mr. 
awhy,  to  be  a  master  for  the  boys,  but  it  was,  that  the  son  himself 
^might  be  the  master ;  for  evidence  of  which,  appeal  is  also  made  to 
*the  copy  of  the  same  letter ; — that,  as  to  the  appointment  of  teach- 
er of  Uie  female  school,  he  said  nothing  about  ft,  until  expressly  re- 
quested to  give  his  opinion  by  the  Commisdoners ; — ^that  so  far  was 
the  school  from  being  in  desirable  circumstances,  before  the  intro- 
duction of  Mr,  Hawley,  that  the  autlior  of  the  Report  had,  him- 
self, represented  it  as  having  been,  untU  that  time,  in  most  lamenta- 
ble circumstances,  in  the  veiy  letter  of  which  he  enclosed  a  copy, 
in  which  he  requested  Mr.  Edwards  to  introduce  his  son  into  the 
school,  in  the  room  of  the  fonner  master; — that  the  school 'con- 
tinued to  flourish  under  Mr.  Hawley,  imtil  his  opposers  used  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  destroy  it;  for  evidence  oi  which,  he  offers 
the  testimony  of  the  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  town ; — 4hat  Hen- 
drick,  and  the  oilier  Chiefs,  and  the  Mohawks  generally,  had  ex- 
pressly assigned  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  these 
mdividuals,  as  the  reason  of  tlieir  leaving  Stockbridge ;  for  evi- 
dence of  which,  he  offers  the  same  testimony ; — and,  as  to  his 
learning  the  Housatonnuck  language,  that  the  author  of  the  Re- 
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port  knew  how  the  case  would  be,  before  he  recommended  him  to 
theoffieeof  missionary;  and  that  Mr.  Sergeant,  after  fourteen 
jrears  study,  had  never  been  able  to  preach  in  it,  nor  even  to  pray 
m  it  except  by  a  form,  and  had  often  expressed  the  opinion,  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  that  his  successor  ought  not  to  trouble  himself, 
-in  learning  the  language.  He  then  requests,  that  the  Speaker 
would  communicate  hb  letter  to  the  Assembly,  and  prays  that  hon- 
ourable body,  if'  they  proposed  to  take  any  order  on  the  case,  first 
to  give  him  opportunity  to  meet  liis  accuser  face  to  face. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  preceding  letter 
was,  or  was  not,  read  to  the  Le^slature.  If  not;  it  was  because 
the  Honourable  Speaker,  who  was  a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, found  it  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  And  it  can  scarcely  be 
necessary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  attack,  made  thus  direcdy 
upon  Mr.  Edwards,  and  indirectly  upon  all  his  associates  in  the 
mission,  not  only  faUed  altogether  of  its  mtended  efiect ;  but, 
by  leading  to  a  developement  of  tlie  mercenary  scheme,  de- 
vised to  divert,  to  the  purposes  of  private  emolument,  the  con- 
secrated charities  of  the  Province  and  of  individuals,  recoiled  with 
increased  violence  upon  its  authors. 

Thus  far  the  individuals,  opposed  to  the.Stockbridge  missiona- 
ries, had  met  with  litde  success,  to  encourage  their  effi>rts.  They 
had  looked  for  help  to  various  sources :  to  the  Indians  and  to  the 

C)ple  of  Stockbridge,  to  the  Commissioners  and  to  tlie  Provincial 
gislature,  to  Mr.  Hollis  and  to  the  Society  in  London :  and  in 
every  instance,  so  far  as  the  result  was  known,  they  had  looked  in 
vain.  The  Housatonnucks  had  refused  all  intercourse  with  tliero. 
From  disgust  at  tiieir  management,  a  part  of  the  Mohawks  had  ac- 
tually retired,  and  the  rest  were  threatening  to  retire,  to  their  own 
country.  The  people  of  Stockbridge  had,  to  a  man,  united  against 
them.  The  Conmiissioners  were  equally  unanimous,  in  sustaining 
the  individuals,  whose  overthrow  they  had  attempted.  And  now, 
before  the  Provincial  legislature,  they  had  made  their  great  and 
united  effort,  and  had  failed.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Edwards  was 
even  more  firmly  established,  as  the  Indian  Mis^onary,  and  Mr. 
Woodbridge  as  the  school-master  of  the  Housatonnucks;  Mr. 
Hawley  had  not  been  compelled  to  resign  his  place  to  the  son  of 
the  resident  trustee ;  the  female  school  had  not  as  yet  been  secured 
to  his  wife,  and  obviously  could  not  now  be,  unless  secured  to  her 
in  London ;  and  the  stewardship  of  the  three  schools  was  not  likely 
to  be  conferred  on  hhnself.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  the 
spring  of  1763.  It  looked  as  though  the  great  struggle  was  over ; 
and  mat  the  party,  which  had  thitherto  acted  on  the  offensive, 
would  thenceforward  be  quiet,  from  a  conviction,  tliat  every  hos- 
tile movement  must  issue  m  defeat.  THp  result  justified  this  con- 
elusion. 
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To  Mr.  Edwards,  and  his  associates  in  the  niissi<Hi,  as  well  as  to 
their  friends,  this  result  must  have  been  in  a  high  degree  satisfactory. 
On  his  arrival  in  Stockbridge,  he  found  this  controversy  waging, 
and  soon  discovered  that  it  was  a  controversy  between  the  firiends 
and  enemies  of  the  mission ;  between  those  who  aimed  at  the  real 
welfare  of  the  Indians,  and  those  who  endeavoured  to  use  them  a^ 
instruments  of  their  own  private  emolument ;  that  one  party  relied 
on  wealthy  and  office,  and  influence,  to  carry  its  measures ;  and  the 
other,  on  personal  integrity,  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty,  and 
the  protection  of  Grod.  For  a  time  he  avoided  talong  any  part  in 
it ;  and  his  own  temporal  comfort,  and  the  welfare  of  his  family, 
seemed  to  require,  that  he  should  persevere  in  the  same  course. 
But  his  ccmscience  forbad^  it.  He  must  either  sit  quiedy  by,  and 
see  the  charities  of  the  Province,  of  the  Society  in  London,  and  of 
Mr.  Hollis,  diverted  from  their  appointed  course,  to  fill  the. coffers 
of  private  avarice ;  oi*  he  must  unite  with  those  who  were  exerting 
their  whole  influence  to  prevent  it.  In  such  a  state  of  tfamgs,  he 
could  not  deliberate;  and,  through  the  divine  blessing,  he  and 
his  associates  were  now  permitted  to  see,  that  they  had  not  toiled 
and  suflfered  in  vain. 
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CHAPTER  XXVm. 

Letter  to  his  eldest  Son, — Return  of  greater  part  of  the  Mohawks. 
— Letter  to  Commissioners. — Juission  of  Mr.  Hawley  to  Onoh-- 
quauga. — Remainder  of  Mohawks  directed  to  return. — Freedom 
of  the  WUl. — Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine. — Proposal  of  Society  in 
London. — Letter  to  Mr*  Gillespie. — Design  and  Character  of 
the  Freedom  of  the  Will. — Letters  from  Mr.  Hollis. — Sur- 
render of  Mohawk  School  to  Mr.  Edwards. — Entire  Defeat  of 
Enemies  of  Mission. — Return  of  remaining  Mohawks. 

Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Edwards,  then 
a  lad  of  fourteen,  went  to  New-York,  and  thence  to  New-Jersey ; 
and  on  his  way,  was  much  exposed  to  the  small-pox.  On  his  re- 
turn to  New-York,  he  was  seized  witli  a  violent  fever.  His  father 
hearing  this,  and  not  knowing  whether  it  was  an  ordinary  fever,  or  the 
small-pox,  addressed  to  him  the  following  letter ;  which,  like  all  his 
letters  to  his  children,  indicates  tiiat  his  chief  anxiety  was  for  their 
salvation. 

"  To  Master  Timothy  Edwards,  at  New-York. 

«  StockbridgCj  Aprils  1753. 

"My  dear  Child, 

"  Before  you  will  receive  this  letter,  the  matter  will  doubtless 
be  determined,  as  to  your  having  the  small-pox.  You  will  either 
be  sick  with  that  distemper,  or  will  be  past  danger  of  having  it,  from 
any  infection  taken  in  your  voyage.  But  whether  you  are  sick,  or 
well,  like  to  die,  or  like  to  live,  I  hope  you  are  eamesdy  seeking 
your  salvation.  I  am  sure  there  is  a  great  deal  of  reason  it  should 
be  so,  considering  the  warnings  you  have  had  in  word  and  in  pro- 
vidence. That  which  you  met  with,  in  your  passage  from  New 
York  to  Newark,  which  was  the  occasion  of  your  fever,  was  indeed 
a  remarkable  warning,  A  dispensation  full  of  instruction,  and  a  very 
loud  call  of  God  to  you,  to  make  haste,  and  not  to  delay  in  the 
great  business  of  religion.  *  If  you  now  have  that  distemper,  which 
you  have  been  threatened  with,  you  are  separated  from  your  earthly 
friends,  as  none  of  them  can  come  to  see  you  ;  and  if  you  should 
die  of  it,  you  have  abready  taken  a  final  and  everlasting  leave  of 
them  whileyou  are  yet  alive,  so  asnot  to  havethe  comfort  of  their  pre- 
sence and  immediate  care,  and  never  to  see  them  again  in  the 
land  of  the  living.      And  if  you  have  escaped  that  distemper. 
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it  is  by  a  remarkable  providence  that  you  are  preserved.  And  ycpur 
having  been  so  exposed  to  it,  must  certainly  be  a  loud  call  of  God, 
not  to  trust  in  earthly  friends,  or  any  thing  here  below.  Young 
persons  are  very  apt  to  trust  in  parents  and  friends,  when  they  think 
of  being  on  a  death  bed.  But  this  providence  remarkably  teaches 
you  the  need  of  a  better  Fnend,  and  a  better  Parent,  than  earthfy 
parents  are ;  one  who  is  every  where  present,  and  all-sufficient,  that 
cannot  be  kept  off  by  infectious  distempers,  who  is  able  to  save 
from  death,  or  to  make  happy  in  death,  to  save  from  eternal  misery, 
and  to  bestow  eternal  life.  It  is  uideed  comfortable,  when  one  is  in 
great  pain,  and  languishing  under  sore  sirkness,  to  have  the  presence, 
and  kind  care,  of  near  and  dear  earthly  friends  5  but  this  is  a  very 
small  thing,  in  comparison  of  what  it  b,  to  have  the  presence  of  an 
heavenly  Father,  and  a  compassionate  and  almighty  Redeemer. 
In  God's  favour  is  life,  and  his  loving  kindness  is  better  than  life. 
Whetlier  you  are  in  sickness  or  heahli,  you  infinitely  need  this. 
But  you  must  know,  however  great  heed  you  stand  in  of  it,  you  do 
not  deserve  it :  neither  is  God  the  more  obliged  to  testow  it  upon 
you,  for  your  standing  in  need  of  it,  your  earnest  desiring  of  it, 
your  crying  to  him  constantly  for  it  from  fear  of  misery,  and  taking 
much  pains.  Till  you  have  savingly  believed  in  Christ,  all  your 
desires,  and  pauis,  and  prayers  lay  God  under  no  obligation ;  and, 
if  tliey  were  ten  thousand  times  as  great  as  they  are,  you  must 
still  know,  tliat  you  would  be  m  the  hands  of  a  sovereign  God,  who 
hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy.  Indeed,  God  often 
hears  the  poor  miserable  cries  of  sinful  vile  creatures,  who  have  no 
manner  oi  true  regard  to  Him  in  their  hearts;  for  he  is  a  (Jod  of 
infinite  mercy,  and  he  deliglits  to  show  mercy  for  his  Son's  sake, 
who  is  worthy,  though  you  are  unworthy,  who  came  to  save  the  an- 
ful  and  the  miserable,  yea,  some  of  the  chief  of  sinners.  There- 
fore,  tliere  is  your  only  hoj)e;  and  in  him  must  be  your  refuge,  who 
invites  you  to  come  to  him,  and  says,  "  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I 
will  in  no  wise  cast  out."  Whatever  your  circumstances  are,  it  is 
your  duty  not  to  despair,  but  to  hope  in  infinite  mercy,  through  a 
Redeemer.  For  God  makes  it  your  duty  to  pray  to  him  for  mer- 
cy ;  which  would  not  be  your  duly,  if  it  was  allowable  for  you  to  des- 
pair. We  are  expressly  commanded  to  call  upon  (xod,  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  and  when  we  are  afiiicted,  then  to  pray.  But,  if 
I  hear  that  you  have  escaped, — either  that  you  have  not  been 
sick,  or  are  restored, — ^though  I  shall  rejoice,  and  have  great 
cause  of  thankfulness,  yet  I  shall  be  concerned  for  you.  If  your 
escape  should  be  followed  with  carelessness  and  securi^,  and  for- 
getting tlie  remarkable  warning  you  liave  had,  and  God's  great 
mercy  in  your  deliverance,  it  would  in  some  respects  be  more  awfiil 
than  sore  sickness.  It  would  be  very  provoking  to  God,  and  would 
probably  issue  in  an  increasing  hardness  of  heart ;  and,  it  may  be, 
idivine  vengeance  may  soon  overtake  you.    I  have  known  various  in- 
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Stances  of  persons  being  remarkably  warned,  in  Providence,  by  being 
brought  into  very  dangerous  circumstances,  and  escaping,  and  after- 
wards death  has  soon  followed  in  another  way.  I  earnestly  desire, 
that  .God  would  make  you  wise  to  salvation,  and  that  he  would  be 
merciful  and  gracious  to  you  in  every  respect,  according  as  he 
knows  your  circumstances  require.  And  this  is  the  daily  prayer  of 
"  Your  affectionate  and  tender  fadier^ 

"Jonathan  Edwaaps. 

"  P.  S.  Your  mother  and  all  the  family  send  their  love  to  you, 
as  being  tenderly  concerned  for  you." 

At  lengtli  the  event,  so  bng  predicted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  actually 
took  place.  The  Mohawks,  who  had  manifested  exemplary  pa- 
tience, under  the  vexations  and  embarrassments,  to  which  they  had 
been  subjected  by  the  whites,  were  at  last  wearied  out;  and,  in  the 
month  of  April,  the  greater  part  of  them  relinquished  their  lands 
and  setdements  at  Stockbridge,  and  returned  finally  to  their  own 
country.  After  a  brief  allusion  to  this  fact,  in  a  letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners, Mr.  Edwards  communicated  to  tliem  a  variety  of  in- 
teresting intelligence  relative  to  the  Iroquois,  and  to  the  mission 
proposed  to  be  established  among  them. 

.    "  To  the  Commissioners  in  Boston. 

«  StocJcbridge,  April  12,  1753.- 

•' Gentlejien, 

"  The  last  Tuesday,  about  two  thirds  of  the  Mohawks,  young  and 
old,  went  away  from  Stockbridge,  and  are  never  likely  to  return 
again.  They  have  long  manifested  a  great  uneasiness,  at  tlie  ma- 
nagement of  affairs  here,  and  at  tlie  conduct  of  those  persons,  on 
whom  their  aflfairs  have  almost  wholly  fallen ;  and  have  sliown 
themselves  very  much  grieved,  that  others,  who  used  to  be  con- 
cerned, have  been  excluded.  They  have,  once  and  again,  repre- 
sented the  grounds  of  their  uneasiness,  to  the  provincial  agent,  but 
i^thout  redress.  They  have  been  dissatisfied  with  his  answers, 
and  there  has  appeared  in  them  a  grouping  dislike  of  the  family, 
who  have  lately  left  their  own  house,  and  taken  up  their  constant 
abode  among  tnem,  in  the  female  boarding-school. 

"  The  Correspondents,  in  New- York  and  New-Jersey,  of  the  So- 
ciety in  Scotland,  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  have 
determined,  if  Providence  favours,  to  settle  a  mission  among  the 
Six  Nations.  To  that  end,  they  have  chosen  Mr.  Gordon,  a  pious 
young  gentleman,  who  has  lately  been  a  Tutor  at  New-Jersey 
College,  to  come  to  Stockbridge,  and  remain  here  widi  Mr.  Haw- 
ley,  to  learn  tlie  Mohawk  language  with  him,  in  order  to  his  being 
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fitted  fof  the  business.    Mr.  Gordon  is  expected  here  to  prosecute 
this  design,  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

^^  In  addition  to  tins,  Mr.  Brainerd,  the  Pastor  of  the  Indian  Con- 
gregation at  Bethel  in  New-Jersey,  who  is  supported  by  the  Cor- 
respondents, having  met  with  much  trouble  from  the  enemies  of 
religion  in  those  parts;  and  hb  Indians  being  gready  disturbed,  witb 
regard  to  tlie  possession  and  improvement  of  their  lands;  the 
Correspondents  have  of  late  had  a  disposition,  that  he,  witt)  his 
school-master  and  whole  congregation,  should  remove,  if  a  door 
might  be  opened,  and  take  up  a  new  settlement,  somewhere  in  the 
country  of  the  Six  Nadons.  Mr.  Hawley  has  seen  Mr.  Brainerd, 
and  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject,  this  spring.  He  manifests 
an  inclination  to  such  a  removal,  and  says  his  Indians  will  be  ready 
for  it.  If  such  a  thing  as  this  could  be  brought  to  pass,  it  would 
probably  tend  gready  to  the  btroduction  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  religion,  among  the  Six  Nations;  as 
his  congregation  are,  I  suppose,  the  most  virtuous  and  religious 
collection  of  Indians  in  America,  and  some  of  them  have  now  been 
long  established  in  religion  and  virtue. 

"  Accordmg  to  the  best  information,  I  can  get,  of  the  country  of 
the  Six  Nations,  the  most  convenient  place,  to  be  chosen  as  the 
chief  seat  of  missionary  operations,  is  the  country  about  Onohquau^ 
gCj  near  the  bead  of  the  Suscpiehannah  River. 

"I  apprehend,  fix>m  some  things,  of  which  Mr.  Woodbridge 
infoitned  me,  that  the  Commissioners  have  had  very  wrong  inform- 
ation concerning  the  Onohquauga  Indians,  as  though  they  were  a 
very  despicable,  company,  a  kind  of  renegadoes,  scarcely  to  be 
reckoned  as  of  the  Six  Nations,  living  out  of  the  country  of  those 
nations.  There  are,  indeed,  some  here,  who  have  sometimes 
spoken  very  contemptuously  of  them ;  which  seems  to  have  been, 
not  from  any  manner  of  ground  in  fact,  or  so  much  as  any  colour 
of  reason;  but  merely  because  these  Indiand  appeared  peculiarly 
attached  to  Mr.  Ashley  and  his  wife,  and  under  their  influence. 
But  there  are  other  persons  in  Stockbridge,  who  have  had  as  much 
opportunity'  to  know  what  is  the  true  state  of  these  people,  as  they. 
The  Ononqiuiuga  Indians,  who  have  been  here,  are  properly,  not 
only  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  of  the  Five  NATioif s,  who  are  the 
(uiginal  united  tribes  of  the  Iroquois.  All,  but  one  or  tw6  of  them, 
are  of  the  nation  of  the  OneitUcts;  and  they  appear  not  to  be  look- 
ed upon  as  contemptible,  by  the  rest  of  the  Five  Nations,  from 
what  was  once  openly  said  of  them,  at  a  public  Council,  by  the 
Sachems  of  the  Conneencheesj  or  proper  Mohawksy  who  advised 
us  to  treat  the  Onohquaugas  with  peculiar  care  and  kindness,  as 
excelling  their  own  tribe  in  religion  and  virtue ;  eiving  at  the  same 
time,  many  instances  of  their  virtue.  We  have  found  the  testimo- 
ny, which  they  gave  of  them,  to  be  true.  They  appear  to  be  far 
the  best  disposed  Indians,  with  which  we  have  had  any  connection. 
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Tliey  would  be  inclined  to  the  utmost,  to  assist,  encourage  and 
strengthen,  the  hands  of  missionaries  and  instructers,  should  any  be 
sent  among  them,  and  to  do  all  tliey  could  to  forward  their  success, 
among  themselves,  and  die  other  Indians  round  about. 

*'  There  seems  to  be  no  room  for  a  missionary,  in  the  country  of 
the  Conneenrhees.  The  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel,  ifl 
foreign  paints,  have  long  since  taken  them  under  their  care,  and 
pretend  to  support  amission  among  them.  A  mission  from  tlic 
Commissioners  in  Boston  would  not  be  borne  by  them,  nor  by  the 
Dutch,  who  are  always  among  them.  And  as  to  the  country  of 
the  ^uinquas*  and  the  original  seat  of  the  Oneiutas,  tliey  seert 
not  to  be  convenient  places  for  settling  a  mission,  on  two  accounts. 
They  are  in  the  road  to  Oswego,  where  the  Dutch  are  incessantly 
passing  and  repassing  with  their  rum ;  with  which  they  are  con-- 
tinually  making  them  drunk,  and  would  be,  in  many  other  re- 
spects, a  continual  hindrance  and  affliction  to  a  missionary ;  for 
they  are  exceedingly  opposed  to  the  New-England  people  having 
any  thing  to  do  widb  the  Iroquois.  The  nation  of  the  QuinquaSy 
also,  are  mosdy  in  the  French  uiterest,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
Oneiutas;  so  that  a  missionary  would  there  be  afflicted,  and  per- 
haps in  danger,  by  the  French.  And  it  is  very  evident,  that  the 
country  of  the  OnooniaugaSy  is  no  country  for  our  missionaries  to 
attempt  to  establish  a  mission  in.  It  would  be  like  establishing  a 
mission  in  Canada ;  for  that  nation  have  entirely  gone  over  to  the 
French  interest.  They  are  in  the  road  o(  the  French,  as 
they  go  up  a  ti^ng  to  Mississippi,  and  their  distant  settlements^ 
and  the  nations  on  the  Great  Lakes;  and  the  French  have  of 
late  built  a  fort  in  their  country,  and  have  in  effect  annexed  it  to 
Canada.  And  the  country  of  the  Senecas  will  not  be  much  more 
convenient  for  the  purpose,  both  by  reason  of  its  very  good  dis^ 
tance,  and  also  because  most  of  the  nation  are  firmly  united  to  the 
French,  who  constantly  maintain  their  missionaries  among  them. 

"  Onohquauga  is  withra  the  territory  of  the  Five  Nations,  and 
not  so  far  from  the  other  setdements,  but  that  it  may  be  convenient  for 
making  excursions  to  the  several  tribes  ;  as  convenient  perhaps  as 
any  place  that  can  be  found.  It  is,  I  suppose,  as  near  to  the  heart 
of  the  country,  as  any  place,  unless  Oneiuta  and  Quinquah.  They 
are  also  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  French,  and  considerably  out 
of  the  way  of  the  Dutch,  are  in  a  pleasant  fruitful  c6untry,  surround- 
ed by  many  settlements  of  Indians  on  every  side,  and  where  the 
way  is  open  by  an  easy  passage  down  the  river,  which  runs  through 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fruitful  parts  of  America,  for  four  or  fives 
hundred  miles,  exceedingly  well  peopled  on  both  sides,  and  on  its 
several  branches  by  Indians.     Oilohquauga  is  the  road,  by  which 


*  Now  called  the  C(ttfvgas^ 
Vou  r.  67 


Digitized  by 


Google 


539  LIFE  er  fsebident  edwards. 

several  of  the  nations  pass,  as  tbej  go  to  war  with  the  Sbuthera 
nations.  And  there  will  be  this  advantage,  which  missionaries  will 
have,  that  the  Onohquauga  Indiana  are  fast  friends  to  the  English  } 
and  though  some  of  the  Dutch  have  tried  much  to  disafifect  them 
to  the  English,  their  attempts  have  been  in  vain.  They  are  ver^ 
desirous  of  instruction,  and  to  have  the  gospel  estUilished  in  their 
country. 

''There  are  several  towns  of  the  Onohquaugas ;  and  several  mission- 
aries might  probably  find  sufficient  employment  in  those  parts* 
If  Mr.  Brainerd  should  settle  somewhere  in  that  country,  with  his 
christian  Indians,  and  one  or  two  more  missionaries,  not  at  a  great 
distance,  they  might  be  under  advantage  to  assist  one  another ;  as 
they  will  greatly  need  one  another's  company  and  assistance,  in  so 
difficult  a  work,  in  such  a  strange  distant  land.  They  might  be  un- 
der advantage  to  consult  one  another,  and  to  act  in  concert,  and 
to  help  one  another,  in  any  case  of  peculiar  difficulty.  Many 
EngUsh  people  would  be  found  to  go  from  New  England,  and  set- 
tle there  ;  and  the  greatest  difficulty  would  be,that  diere  would  be 
danger  of  too  many  English  settlers,  and  of  such  as  are  not  fit  for 
the  place. 

''  But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this ;  especiaUy  in  order  to  such  a 
body  of  new  Indians  coming  firom  the  Jerseys,  and  setding  in  the 
country  of  the  Six  Nations ;  the  consent  of  those  nations,  or  at  least 
of  several  of  them,  must  be  obtained.  The  method  which  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  Mr.  Hawley,  and  I,  have  thought  of,  which  we  sub- 
mit to  the  wisdom  of  the  Commissioners,  is  this, — that  Mr.  Wood- 
bridge,  and  Mr.  Ashley  and  his  wife,  should  go,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, into  the  country  of  the  Conneenchees ;— they  being  the  first 
tribe  in  honour,  though  not  in  numbers; — and  there  spend  some 
wfeeks,  perhaps  a  month,  among  them,  to  get  acquainted  with  them, 
and  endeavour  to  gain  their  approbation  of  a  mission,  for  settling  the 
gospel  in  the  country  of  the  Six  Nadons. — ^Mr.  Hawley,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  keep  Mr.  Woodbridge's  school.  Then,  that  Mr. 
Hawley  and  Mr.  Gordon  should  join  them  there,  and  go  with  them 
from  thence  to  Onohquauga ;  and  when  they  have  acquainted  diem- 
selves  well  with  the  people,  and  the  state  of  the  countiy,  and  find 
thbgs  agreeable,  and  see  a  hopeful  prospect,  then  for  Mr.  Wood- 
bridge  to  return,  and  leave  Mr.  Hawley  and  Mr.  Gordon  there,  and 
forthwith  send  word  to  Mr.  Brainerd,  and  propose  to  him  to  come 
up,  with  some  of  his  chief  Indians,  to  see  the  country.  And  if,  on 
the  observations  they  make,  and  the  acquaintance  they  get  with  the 
people  and  country,  they  think  there  is  an  encouraging  prospect, 
then  to  endeavour  to  gain  a  conference  with  some  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Five  Nations,  at  an  appointed  time,  to  know  whether  they  will 
consent,  to  their  coming  to  settle  in  their  territories.  All  this  will 
occupy  some  considerable  time  ;  so  that,  if  they  can  obtain  their 
coflsent,  Mr.  Brainerd  must  return  home ;  and  he  and  his  chief  In- 
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diitins  must  come  again  to  the  Treaty,  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed. 

"  You  will  easily  perceive,  Gentlemen,  that  these  things  will  re- 
quire time,  and  that,  in  order  to  carry  these  various  measures  into 
efiect  this  year,  diere  will  be  need  of  expedition,  which  may  show 
the  reason  why  we  think  it  necessary,  that  Mr.  Hawley  should  come 
to  Boston  ;  for,  if  these  things  are  to  be  done  this  year,  we  had 
need  speedily  to  know  the  minds  of  the  Commissioners,  and  there- 
fore that  the  case  would  not  allow  of  waiting  for,  and  depending  on, 
uncertain  accidental  opportunities,  of  sending  to  them,  and  hearing 
from  them.  It  is  also  proper,  that  the  Commissioners  should  have 
opportimity  to*  agree  with  Mr.  Hawley,  concerning  the  reward  of 
his  services. 

**  Mr.  Bramerd  told  Mr.  Hawley,  that,  if  he  removed  with  his 
Indians,  he  should  choose  to  do  it  speedily;  and  that,  the  tenger  it 
was  delayed,  the  mote  difficult  it  would  be,  by  reason  of  his  build- 
mg,  and  the  Indians  increasing  their  buildings  and  improvements  at 
Bethel.  Probably,  if  the  removal  cannot  be  brought  about  the 
next  year,  it  never  will  be.  And  if  his  Indians  remove  the  next 
year,  it  will  be  necessary  that  they  remove  as  early  as  the  spring, 
m  order  to  plant  there  that  year.  And  if  so  much  needs  to  be 
done  this  summer,  it  is  as  much  as  it  will  be  possible  to  find  time 
for. 

"  Though  we  project  the  measures  mentioned  above,  we  are 
sensible  tibey  will  be  attended  with  much  uncertainty.  MaiCs 
heart  deviseth  his  way^  but  the  Lard  directeth  his  st^s.  Many  are 
the  desires  ofMen^s  hearts^  hut  the  counsel  of  the  Lord^  that  shall 
stand.    Unthoueht  of  difficulties  may  arise,  to  confound  all  our 

Crojects ;  as  unforeseen  difficulties  have  dashed  all  the  pleasing 
opes  we  entertsdned,  and  the  fair  prospects  we  had,  concerning 
the  afiairs  of  the  Mohawks  at  Stockbridge,  the  year  before  last. 
And  I  would  humbly  propose  it  for  consideration,  whether  it  will 
not  be  necessary,  to  leave  these  afiairs,  in  some  measure  at  discre- 
tion, to  be  determined,  as  the  complicated,  uncertain,  changing 
state  of  things  shall  require ;  to  save  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
flrequendy  going  ot  sending  to  Boston,  for  new  instructions ;  and 
to  prevent  the  disadvantages,  under  which  our  affiiirs  may  be  laid, 
through  the  lengthy,  uncertain  way  of  sending  for  and  receiving 
new  orders,  by  occasional  opportunities. 

"  There  will  be  a  necessity  of  Mrs.  Ashley's  going  as  an  inter- 
preter, and  of  her  husband  going  with  her.  He  will  be  qualified 
to  instruct  the  Indians,  in  their  husbandry;  having  been  well  in- 
structed in  it  himself.  I  believe  he  will  not  be  very  difficult  as  to 
his  wages,  though  probably  he  expects  to  know  what  they  will  be. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Crentlemen^ 

''Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

"JoNATHiiN  Edwards." 
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During  the  mondi  of  April,  Mr.  Hawley  received  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners,  directing  him  to  go  to  Onohquauga,  for  the 
purpose  of  commencing  a  new  mission  at  that  place.  He  left 
Stockl)ritlge,  May  22d,  in  company  with  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  Mn 
and  Mrs.  Ashley,  travelling  through  the  wilderness,  and  on  the  4th 
of  June,  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  destination.  The  Indians  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  of  their  proposed  mission,  with  strcMig  ex- 
pressions of  satisfaction.  Mr.  Woodbridge  returned  soon  after  to 
Stockbridge.  Mr.  Hawley  appears  to  have  remained,  with  his  in- 
terpreter ;  and  his  labours,  as  a  missionary,  were  attended  with 
considerable  success. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer,  not  long  after  the  return  of  the 
larger  part  of  the  Mohawks,  from  Stockbridge  to  their  own  coun- 
try, a  General  Council  of  the  nation  was  held,  at  tlieir  principal  set- 
tlement on  the  Mohawk;  in  which,  after  due  examination  of  the 
facts,  it  was  decided,  That  the  rest  of  the  Mohawks,  at  Stock- 
bridge,  sliould  return  early  in  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  hunting 
season  was  over.  Instructions,  to  this  eflfect,  were  immediately 
transmitted,  fi'om  the  Chief  Sachem  of  the  tribe,  to  the  residue  of 
the  little  colony,  and  made  known  to  the  people  of  Stockbridge. 

About  this  time,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Hollas,  discouraged,  doubtless, 
by  the  state  of  things,  as  far  as  it  was  known,  and  probably  auguring 
no  very  favourable  result  to  himself,  or  his  friends,  from  the  applica- 
tion to  Mr.  HoUis ;  quitted  Stockbridge,  and  went  back  to  New- 
ington :  leaving  the  iew  boys,  whom,  by  offering  to  board  and 
clothe  them  gratuitously,  he  bad  persuaded  to  live  with  liim,  in  the 
hands  of  the  resident  trustee. 

This  Unhappy  controversy,  now  drawing  to  its  close,  which, 
during  its  continuance,  had  threatened  to  subvert  the  whole  Indian 
mission,  and  to  destroy  the  prosperity  of  the  village,  and  the  tem- 
poral welfare  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  family,  must  have  occupied 
so  much  of  his  attention,  that  when  our  readers  rememter,  that  he 
preached  two  discourses  a  week  to  the  whites,  as  well  as  one,  by  an 
mterpreter,  to  the  Hoitsatonnucks,  and  one  to  the  Mohawks  ;  and  al- 
so catechised  the  children  of  the  whites,  the  Hotuatonnuch,  and  the 
Mohawks;  they  will  be  ready  to  believe,  that  he  found  no  time  for 
any  additional  labours.  And  when  they  also  recollect,  that,  on  the 
23d  of  November,  1752,  he  says,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Er^ne, — 
"  I  began,  the  last  August,  to  write  a  litde  on  the  Arminian  Contro- 
"  versy,  but  was  soon  broken  off:  and  such  have  been  my  extraor- 
<*  dinary  avocations  and  hindrances,  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  set 
"  pen  to  paper,  about  this  matter,  since.  But  I  hope  God,  in  his 
"  providence,  will  favour  me  with  opportunity  to  prosecute  the  de- 
^*  sign,  and  I  desire  your  prayers,  that  God  would  assist  me  in  it ;" 
— and  that  this  proposed  work,  on  the  Arminian  controver^,  was 
■one  other,  than  the  Treatise  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will  ; 
they  will  conclude,  of  course,  that  the  execution  of  it  nnist  hav« 
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been  deferred  to  sdlne  happier  period,  when,  amid  the  leisure  and 
tranquility  of  retirement,  he  could  give  his  uninterrupted  attention, 
and  his  individual  strength,  to  its  accomplishment.  What  then  will 
be  their  surprise,  when  they  find  him  opening  hisjiext  letter  to  Mr. 
ErskinC)  under  the  date  of  April  14th,  1753,  with  the  following 
annunciation, — ^"  After  many  hindrances,  delays  and  interruptions, 
"  EHvine  Providence  has  so  far  favoured  me,  and  smiled  on  my  de- 
"  sign  of  writing  on  the  Arminian  controversy,  that  I  have  almost 
"  finished  the  first  draft  of  what  I  fu-st  intended ;  and  am  now  send- 
"ing  the  proposals  for  subscription,  to  Boston,  to  be  printed." 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Essay  on  the  Freedom  of  the  WiD, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  Dugald  Stewart,  raises  its  author  to  the 
same  rank,  as  a  metaphysician,  with  Locke  and  Leibnitz,  was 
written  within  the  space  of  four  months  and  a  half ;  and  those,  not 
months  of  leisure,  but  demanding  the  additional  duties  of  a  parish, 
and  of  two  distinct  Indian  missions,  and  presenting  also,  all  th« 
cares,  perplexities  and  embarrassments  of  a  furious  controversy, 
the  design  of  which  was  to  deprive  the  author,  and  his  family,  of 
their  daily  bread.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  similar  example,  of 
power  and  rapidity  united,  is  to  be  found  on  the  annals  of  Mental 
efibrt.* 

«  Stodcbridge,  April  14,  1753, 

**  Rev.  and  DEioi  Sir, 

"After  many  hindrances,  delays,  and  interruptions.  Divine  Pro- 
vidence has  so  far  favoured  me,  and  smiled  on  my  design  of  wri- 
ting on  the  Arminian  controversy,  that  I  have  almost  finished  tho 
first  draught  of  what  I  first  intended ;  and  am  now  sending  the  pro- 
posals for  subscription  to  Boston  to  be  printed ;  with  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Foxcroft,  to  send  thirty  of  those  proposals  to  Mr.  M'Laurin,  with  a 
letter  to  him ;  in  which  I  have  desired  him  to  deliver  half  of  them 

*  Sir  Henry  Moiicrieff  Wellwood,  who  had  tho  MS  Lcttore  of  Mr.  Edwardi 
to  Dr.  Erskino  in  his  possession,  while  writing  his  Lifk  of  tho  latter,  observes, 
**lt  was  not,  however,  till  the  month  of  July,  175'2,  that  he  [Mr.  Edwards  j  ap- 
"  pears  to  have'resumed  his  studies,  on  tlie  subject  of  Free-will ;  for,  on  the  7th 
'*  of  that  month,  he  writes  Dr.  Erskuie,  that  Ac  hoped  soon  In  be  at  leisure^  to  re- 
"  sHine  his  design^  He  then  adds,  *•  Whatever  opinion  may  be  held,  with  tc^ 
"gard  to  Mr.  Edwards'  argument^  it  must  appear  astonishing  to  those,  who 
**  are  capable  of  appreciating  tho  difficulty  of  his  subjeqt,  that,  in  mne  months 
»'from  the  date  of  this  letter,  (on  the  14th  of  April,  1753,)  he  could  wjite  Dr. 
♦'  Erskine,  that  he  had  ahtwst  finished  the  first  draft  of  it  hat  hr  firii::inaHy  intend- 
"  of.''  The  passage,  in  Mr.  Edwards'  letter  of  Nov.  2:3,  1762,  announcing,  that 
he  began  to  write  in  August,  but  was  soon  broke  off;  and  had  not,  from  that 
lime,  been  able  to  put  pen  to  paper,  about  the  matter;  and  that  he  hoped,  that 
God,  in  his  providence,  would  favour  him  with  an  opportunity  to  prosecute 
the  design  ;  obviously  escaped  Sir  Henry ^s  notice.  \^  he  regarded  it  as  aston- 
ishing, Uiat  Mr.  Edwards  should  have  been  able  to  write  the  work  in  nine 
monuis;  what  would  have  been  his  views  of  the  subject,  if,  after  first  reading 
the  details  of  the  Stockbridge  controversy,  he  had  then  discovered,  that  it  was 
written,  not  in  nine  months,  hot  in/wr  and  n  half. 
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to  you,  as  you  have  manifested  yourself  ready*to  use  endeavouw 
to  get  subscriptions  in  Scotland.  The  printing  will  be  delayed  to 
wait  for  subscriptions  fro;n  thence.  I  therefore  request  that  you 
endeavour  to  promote  and  expedite  the  affiiir. 

"  Stockbridge  afiairs,  relatmg  to  the  Indians  are,  in  many  re- 
spects, under  a  very  dark  cloud.  The  afiair  of  the  Iroquois,  or 
Six  Nations,  here,  is  almost  at  an  end,  as  I  have  given  a  more  par- 
ticular account  to  Mr.  M'Laurin.  The  Commissioners  in  Boston, 
I  believe,  are  discouraged  about  it,  and  have  thoughts  of  sending 
and  settling  a  missionary  in  their  own  Country.  The  Correspond- 
ents of  the  Society  in  Scotland,  have  also  determined  to  send  a 
missionary  there,  and  have  choseh  Mr.  Gordon,  a  tutor  of  the  Col- 
lege at  Newark,  for  that  end.-  Mr.  Gordon  is  expected  here  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  to  live  at  my  house  with  Mr.  Hawley,  in  order 
to  learn  the  Iroquois  language  with  him.  It  b  probable  that  he 
and  Mr.  Hawley  will  go  up,  and  spend  the  summer,  in  the  Iro- 
quois country. 

"  The  Correspondents  have  also  a  disposition,  that  Mr.  Brainerd 
should  remove,  with  his  whole  congregation  of  Indians,  to  settle 
somewhere  in  the  country  of  the  Six  Nationi^;  and  he  himself  and 
his  Indians,  are  ready  for  it.  TKs  probable  that  something  will  be 
done,  to  prepare  die  way  for  it;  and  at  least  to  see,  whether  the 
way  can  be  prepared,  or  any  door  opened  for  it,  thiis  summer. 
Some  of  these  Indians  have  a  great  desire,  that  the  Gospel  should  be 
introduced  and  setded  in  their  country. 

"  Some  of  the  Stockbridge  Indians  have  of  late  been  under  con- 
siderable awakenings,— 4wo  or  three  elderly  men,  that  used  to  be 
vicious  persons.  My  family  is  now  in  usual  health.  My  daughter 
Burr,  in  New-Jersey,  has  been  very  ill,  all  the  winter  past.  We 
last  heard  from  her  about  five  weeks  ago ;  when  it  was  hoped 
there  was  some  amendment. 

"My  wife  joins  with  me,  in  respectful  and  affectionate  salutations 
to  you  and  Mrs.  Erskine.  Desiring  a  remembrance  m  your 
prayers, 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"Your  affectionate  brother, 

"  and  obliged  iriend  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Eixwabds." 

The  representations  of  the  nephew  of  the  opponent  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  and  those  of  the  Commissioners  of  JBoston,  to  the 
Society  in  London,  the  former  hostile,  and  the  latter  friendly,  to 
Mr.  Edwards  and  his  associates,  were  sent  forward,  and  arrived 
at  their  place  of  destination,  in  due  reason.  That  gendeman  had 
entertained  an  overweening  estimate  of  his  own  influence,  with 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Society  in  London.  They  gave 
ftill  credit  to  the  statements  of  their  own  Commissioners,  and 
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sustained  them,  in  upholding  their  missionaries  and  instructers* 
Perceiving,  however,  that  an  Unhappy  controversy  subsisted  at 
Stockbridge,  relative  to  the  mission,  and  knowmg  that  their  Com- 
missioners at  Bpston  w^re  150  miles  distant;  they  endeavoured  to 
devise  a  plan,  by  which,  the  existing,  evils  might  be  remedied. 
Mr«  Edwards,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mauduit,  one  of  their  number, 
had  observed,  "  What  renders  it  the  more  necessary,  that  things 
"  here  should  be  under  the  immediate  care  of  Trustees  on  the  spot, 
*^  is,  the  misunderstanding  and  jeabusy  here  subsisUng,  between 
^^  some  of  the  chief  of  the  present  BIngUsh  inhabitants  oi  the  town, 
^^  which  is  one  ol  our  greatest  calamities.  Tilings,  on  this  account, 
'*  do  much  need  careful  inspection ;  and  therefore,  the  gentlemen 
"  intrusted  ought  to  be  such,  as  are  perfecdy  impardal,  and  no  way 
"  interested  in,  or  related  to,  these  contending  parties."  The  plan, 
suggested  by  the  Directors,  was  this,  That  eleven  persons — ^two 
in  New-York,  two  in  Albany,  one  in  Wethersfield,  two  in  Hart- 
ford, one  in  Windsor,  one  in  Suffield,  one  in  Hadley,  and  one  in 
Stockbridge, — should  be  a  Board  of  consultation,  to  advise  their 
agents  at  Stockbridge,  and  to  act,  by  correspondence,  with  the 
Commissioners;  and  they  counted  upon  the  preceding  extract,  as 
what  had  confirmed  them  in  the  measure.*  At  the  request  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bromfield,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Edwards,  b 
a  letter,  dated  Oct.  19,  1753,  expressed  liis  own  views  of  the  plan, 
and  pointed  out  its  inconvenience,  if  not  utter  impracdcability. 
The  Commissioners  having  expressed  similar  views  to  the  Direct- 
ors ;  the  plan  was  relinquished.  This  was  the  result  of  the  appli- 
cadon  to  the  Society  in  London.f 

The  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scodand,  for  the  year 
1753,  having  refused,  by  a  very  small  majority,  to  restore  Mr.  Gil- 
lespie to  the  ministry  in  the  kirk,  and  to  Ins  parish  of  Camock ; — 
an  act  of  plain  justice,  which  he  would  not  ask  them  to  render  him ; 
— Mr.  Edwards  addressed  to  him  the  following  letter ;  a  part  of 
which,  must  have  been  sweet  and  consoling,  to  die  feelings  of  suf- 
fering piety. 

''Stockbridge,  October  18,  1753.   . 

**  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  The  last  November,  I  wrote  you  a  letter,  and  desired  Mr. 


*  The  Directort,  knowiiiff  the  characters  of  the  respeciire  individuals  resid- 
ing in  Uiese  places,  whom  mey  designated ;  and  perceiving,  fVom  an  inspection 
of  the  map,  that  Stookhridge  was  nearly  central  to  most  of  the  places  men- 
tioned ;  appear  to  have  supposed,  that  tliey  might  all  meet  there,  without  in- 
convenience. 

t  On  this  a0BOimt  qnlj,  is  th«  plan  worthy^of  being  mentioned  here. 
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Foxcroft  to  put  up  with  it,  for  you,  one  of  my  Answers  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. After  that,  in  tiie  latter  part  of  the  winter,  I  received  a* 
letter  from  you,  dated  June  15th,  1752,  with  Milton  on  Hirelings  ; 
and  duplicates  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  town,  etc. ;  and 
Answers  to  the  Reasons  of  Dissent,  etc.  I  now  return  you  my 
hearty  tlianks  for  these  things.  Since  that,  I  have  received  letters 
from  Mr.  McLaurin  and  Mr.  Erskine,  with  various  pamphlets  and 
prints  relative  to  your  extraordinary  affiiir.  I  think,  dear  Sir,  iJ- 
though  your  sufferings  are  like  to  continue^  the  General  Assembly 
having  refused  to  restore  you  to  your  former  station  and  employ- 
ments, in  the  church  of  Scotland ;  yet  they  are  attended  with  many 
manifestations  of  die  goodness,  and  fatherly  kindness,  and  favour  of 
the  great  Governor  of  die  world,  b  die  many  alleviations  and  sup- 
porting circumstances  of  your  persecutors;  in  that* so  many  of 
Grod's  ministers  and  people  have  appeared  tabe  so  much  concern- 
ed for  you ;  and  have  so  zealously,  and  yet  so  properly,  exerted 
themselves  in  your  behalf;  and  have  so  many  ways  given  their 
testimony  to  the  goodness  of  die  cause  in  which  you  suffer,  and  the 
unrighteousness  of  the  hardships  which  you  have  been  subjected 
to  ;  and  diat  even  so  great  a  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  them- 
selves, have,  in  effect,  given  this  testimony  for  you,  there  being  but 
a  very  small  majority,  but  what  openly  appeared  for  the  taking  off* 
of  die  censure  of  the  former  Assembly,  without  any  recantation  on 
your  part,  or  so  much  as  an  application  from  you,  desiring  them  so 
to  do.  You  have  some  peculiar  reasons  to  rejoice  in  your  suffer- 
ings, and  to  glorify  God  on  account  of  them.  They  having  been 
so  gready  taken  notice  of,  by  so  many  of  the  peo^e  of  God ;  and 
there  behig  so  much  written  concerning  them ;  tends  to  render 
them,  witii  t.ieir  circumstances,  and  particularly  the  patience  and 
meekness  with  which  you  have  suffered,  so  much  the  more  exten- 
sively and  durably,  to  the  glory  of  the  name  of  your  blessed  Lord,  for 
whom  you  suffer.  God  is  rewarding  you  for  laying  a  foundation, 
in  what  has  been  said  and  done  and  written  concerning  your  suffer- 
ings, for  glory  to  his  own  name,  and  honour  to  vou,  in  his  church, 
in  future  generations.  Your  name  will  doubtless  be  mentioned 
hereafter  widi  peculiar,  respect,  on  the  account  of  these  sufferings, 
in  Ecclesiastical  History  ;  as  they  are  now  the  occasion  of  a  pecu- 
liar notice,  which  saints  and  angels  in  heaven  take  of  you,  and  of 
their  praises  to  God  on  your  account;  and  will  be  the  occasion  of  a 

Eecuhar  reward,  which  God  will  bestow  upon  you,  when  you  shall 
e  united  to  their  assembly. 
"As  to  my  own  circumstancei^>  Istill  meet  with  trouble,  and 
expect  no  other,  as  long  as  I  live  in  this  world.  Some  men  of  in- 
fluence have  much  opposed  my  continuing  a  missionary  at  Stock- 
bridge,  and  have  taken  occasion  abundantiy  to  reproach  me,  and 
endeavour  my  removal.  But  I  desire  to  bless  God*,  he  seems  in 
some  respects  to  set  me  out  of  their  reach.     He  raises  roe  up 
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ftiends,  who  are  exerting  themselves  to  counteract  the  designs  of  nqr 
opposers ;  particularly  the  CoounissicMiers  icnr  Indian  affairs  in  Bofr* 
ton;  with  whom  innumerable  artifices  have  been  used,  to  disafiect 
them  towards  me ;  but  altogether  in  vain.  Govemour  Belcher, 
also,  has  seen  cause  much  to  exert  himself,  m  my  behalf,  on  occa- 
a^a  of  the  opposition  made  to  me.  My  people,  both  English  and 
Indians,  steadfastly  adhere  to  me ;  excepting  the  family  with  whom 
the  opposition  began,  and  those  related  to  them;  which  family 
greatly  opposed  me  while  at  Northampton.  Most  numerous,  con- 
tinned  and  indefatigable,  endeavours  Imve  been  used,  to  undermine 
me,  by  attempting  to  alienate  my  people  fix)m  me ;  innumerable 
mean  artifices  have  been  used  with  one  and  another,  with  young  and 
old,  men  and  women,  Indians  and  English :  but  hitherto  they  have 
been  greatly  disappobted.     But  yet  they  are  not  weary. 

"  As  we,  dear  Sir,  have  great  reason  to  sympathize,  one  with  an- 
other, with  peculiar  tenderness ;  our  circumstances  being  in  many 
respects  similar ;  so  I  hope  I  shall  partake  of  the  benefit  of  your 
fervent  prayers  for  me.  Let  us  then  endeavour  to  help  one  ano- 
ther, though  at  a  great  distance,  in  travelling  through  this  wide  wil- 
derness :  that  we  may  have  the  more  joyful  meeting  in  the  land  ai 
rest,  when  we  have  finished  our  weary  pilgrimage. 
*^l  am,  dear  Sir, 

^'  Your  most  afiectionate  brother, 
"  and  fellow  servant, 

^^  Jonathan  EnwABBa. 

'^  P.  S.  My  wife  joins  in  most  afiectionate  regards  to  you  and 
yours." 

The  proposals,  for  publishing  the  Essay  on  the  Freedom  of  the 
Will,  were  issued  in  Massachusetts,  in  1753 ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  McLaurin,  to  circulate  the 
papers,  and  procure  subscribers  for  it,  in  Scotland,  the  printing  was 
postponed,  until  the  success  of  their  eflbrts  was  known.  What  that 
success  was,  probably,  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  The  work  was 
pubtished  early  in  the  year  1754,  under  the  title  of  ^^  A  careful  and 
strict  Enquiry  into  the  modem  prevailing  notions  of  that  Freedom 
ot  the  Will,  which  is  supposed  to  be  essential  to  Moral  Agency, 
Virtue  and  Vice,  Reward  and  Punishment,  Praise  and  Blame." 
This  work  is  jusdy  considered,  as  the  most  laboured  and  important 
of  the  metaphysical  investigatk>ns,  undertaken  by  the  author.  The 
subject,  as  will  be  obvious  fit)m  the  preceding  tide,  lies  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  religion,  and  of  all  morality.  That  it  was  also  a  sub* 
ject  of  no  ordinary  difficulty,  appears  generally  to  have  been  felt, 
and  in  efllect  acknowledged  ;  for,  until  the  time  of  Mr.  Edwards,  it 
had  never  been  thoroughly  investigated,  either  by  philosophers  or 
theologians,  though  it  was  constantly  recurring,  in  their  reasonings  on 
the  great  principles,  connected  widi  the  moral  government  of  God, 
and  the  character  of  man.     Calvin,  in  his  chapter  on  the  Slavery 
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6(  the  WiU,  may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  the  most  that  had  be^i 
done,  to  settle  the  opinions  of  the  orthodox,  and  refute  their  oppo^ 
iiers,  on  this  subject,  before  this  period.  His  defect,  and  that  of  his 
followers  until  the  time  of  Mr.  Edwards,  is  seen  in  this  one  thing : 
that  they  insisted  on  die  great  feet,  merely,  that  the  will  of  man  was 
toot  in  a  state  of  indifference,  but  so  strongly  fixed  in  its  choice,  as 
to  require  supernatural  grace  for  conversion ;  overlooking,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  nature  of  moral  agency,  and  what  is  essential  to  its 
nature.  Their  opposers,  on  the  contrary^  were  constantly  affirming, 
that  freedom  of  will  was  necessary  to  moral  agency,  and  carried 
their  views  to  the  extent,  that  the  will  determined  iiselfj  and  could 
not  be  enslaved.  In  this  state  of  ethical  and  theological  science, 
Mr.  Edwards  set  himself  to  the  task  of  examining  the  great  subject 
of  Moral  Agency,  as  connected  with  the  human  will :  and,  by  the 
precision  of  his  definitions  and  statements,  the  cogency  of  his  rea- 
sonings, the  fulness  of  his  illustrations,  the  thorough  handling  of  all 
objections,  and  the  application  of  his  views  to  many  scriptural 
truths,  he  placed  the  grand  points  of  his  subject  in  a  light  so  over- 
whelmingly convincing,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  any  doubt  or  dis- 
pute afterwards. 

In  this  Treatise  it  is  contended,  that  the  power  of  choosing,  or 
willing,  does  itself  constitute  freedom  of  agency ;  and  that  particu- 
lar acts  of  will  are  determined,  i.  e.  are  rendered  certaip,  or  be- 
come such  as  they  are,  rather  than  otherwise,  by  some  sufficient 
cause  or  reason,  in  perfect  consistency  with  tiieir  being  acts  of  will, 
or  in  perfect  consistency  with  that  power  of  willing  which  consti- 
tutes freedom  of  agency.  On  the  ground  that  the  power  of  willing 
pertains  to  man,  the  autlior  asserts  a  JVcUural  Ability,  which  is 
the  just  occasion  of  precept,  invitation,  etc.,  or  of  the  will  of  God  be- 
ing addressed  to  him ;  and  on  the  ground,  that  his  acts  of  will  are 
rendered  certain,  by  a  sufficient  cause,  the  author  asserts  a  Moral 
Inability.  The  principal  point  contended  for,  and  which  is  most 
essential  to  the  defence  oi  the  Calvinistic  scheme  of  faith,  in  dis- 
tinction firom  the  Arminian,  b  the  latter  one,  that  the  acts  of  the  tviil 
are  rendered  certain,  by  some  other  cause  than  the  mere  power  of 
willing.     What  the  particular  cause,  or  causes,  may  be,  is  not 

Particularly  considered ;  but  this  question  is  dismissed  with  a  few 
rief  remarks.  The  fact,  that  there  is,  and  must  be,  some  such 
cause,  is  the  great  subject  argued,  and  most  powerfully  demonstra- 
ted. This  cause  he  asserts  is  the  foundation  of  necessity,  in  the 
sense  merely  of  certainty,  of  action,  and  does  not  therefore  destroy 
natural  ability,  or  the  power  of  choice,  nor  imply  tiiat  man  acts 
otherwise  than  electively,  or  by  choice ;  so  that  it  is  a  necessity 
consistent  with  accountability,  demerit,  or  the  contrary,  and  so 
with  rewards  and  punishments.  He  asserts  Uiat  all  such  terms  as 
mtist,  cannot,  impossible,  unable,  irresistible,  unavoidable,  invind^ 
ble,  9tc.,  when  applied  here,  are  not  applied  in  their  proper  signifi- 
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oation,  and  are  either  used  nonsensically,  and  with  perfect  insignifi* 
cance,  or  in  a  sense  quite  diverse  from  their  proper  and  original 
meaning,  and  their  use  in  common  speech ;  and  that  such  a  ne* 
cessitjr,  as  attends  the  acts  of  men*s  wiUs,  is  more  properly  called 
urtatntyy  than  necessity. 

Rightly  to  understand  this  controversy,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
he  and  his  opponents,  alike,  considered  sin  to  consist  in  acts  of  will. 
Had  this  not  been  the  case,  it  would  have  been  idle  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  have  confined  himself,  in  his  whole  treatise,  to  acts  of 
choice,  and  the  manner  in  wliich  they  are  determined,  i.  e.  ren- 
dered certain.  He  must,  in  that  case,  have  agitated  the  previous 
question,  respecting  acts  of  choice  themselves  ;  and  have  asserted 
and  maintained,  that  something  else  of  specifically  a  different  na- 
ture, enters  into  moral  character,  and  forms  the  ground  of  praise 
and  blame,  or  retribution.  But  the  question,  which  he  considered 
to  be  at  issue,  is  this :  Does  the  mind  mil,  m  any  given  manner ^ 
without  a  motive,  cause  or  ground,  which  renders  the  given  choice, 
rather  than  a  different  choice,  certain.  Whitby,  the  writer  whom 
he  especiaDy  has  in  view,  in  his  remarks  on  the  Freedom  of  Man, 
asserts,  that  man,  by  his  own  activity  alone,  decides  the  choice. 
Mr.  Edwards  acknowledges  that  man  chooses,  but  asserts,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  opinion  of  Whitby,  and  those  who  side  with  him,  that 
there  must  be  some  other  ground  or  cause,  beside  the  mere  activity 
of  man,  or  his  power  of  choosing,  which  occasions  his  choosing  in  one 
manner,  rather  than  another.  He  asserts  that,  "  doubtless  conimon 
sense  requires  men's  being  the  authors  of  their  own  acts  of  will,  in 
order  to  their  teing  esteemed  worthy  of  praise  or  dispraise,  on  ac- 
count of  them."  The  very  act  of  volition,  itself,  is  doubdess  a  de- 
termination; i.  e.  it  is  the  mind's  drawing  up  a  conclusion,  or 
coming  to  a  choice,  between  two  things  or  more,  proposed  to  it. 
But  determining,  among  external  objects  of  choice,  is  not  the  same, 
as  determining  the  act  of  choice  itself,  among  various  possible  acl^ 
of  choice.  The  question  is,  What  influences,  directs  or  determines, 
the  mind  or  will,  to  such  a  conclusion  or  choice  as  it  does  form  ? 
Or  what  is  the  cause,  ground,  or  reason,  why  it  concludes  thus,  ajod 
not  otherwise  ?    This  is  the  question,  on  his  own  statement. 

In  the  latter  part  of  February,  1754,  a  letter  was  received  from 
Mr.  Hollis,  by  Mr.  Edwards,  containing  his  explicit  directions,  as  to 
the  School,  for  which  he  had  expended  so  much  money,  to  so  lit- 
tle purpose.  By  this  letter,  Mr.  Hollis  wididrew  die  care  of  the 
school,  and  the  expenditure  of  his  benefactions,  from  die  hands  of 
those,  who  had  had  the  charge  of  them,  and  placed  diera  in  die 
hands  of  Mr.  Edwards.*     On  the  25Ui,  Mr.  Edwards  enclosed  a 

♦  Many  benevolent  men,  on  being  apprised  of  such  a  wanton  and  shanneftil 
pervewion  of  tbe  funds,  appropriated  l>y  thcmselveg  to  a  given  chanty,  wouiJ, 
at  once,  have  wholly  discontinued  their  benefactions;  but  the  bouevolc;:ce  ot 
Mr.  Hollifl,  like  a  Uving  and  copious  fountain,  could  neither  be  dried  up,  nor 
obBtmcted. 
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copy  of  this  letter,  in  a  note  to  the  provincial  agent,  requestrng, 
from  him,  an  account  of  the  existing  state  of  the  school,  and  of  the 
furniture  and  books,  belonging  to  it.  On  the  27th,  he  went  to  the 
school,  to  examine  into  its  actual  condition,  and  found  in  it  six  In- 
dian boys.  The  following  day,  he  mentioned  this  fact,  in  a  second 
note  to  the  agent,  and  informed  him,  that,  as  the  Mohawks  had 
long  had  the  resolution  to  leave  Stockbridge,  early  in  the  spring,  he 
bad  appointed  a  conference  with  them,  on  the  1st  of  March,  to 
learn  whether  they  still  persisted  in  that  resolution ;  to  the  end, 
that,  if  they  did  so,  he  might  suspend  any  farther  expense  upon 
them,  on  Mr.  Hdlis'  account.  At  this  conference,  which  was  held 
with  all  the  Mohawks,  men,  women  and  children,  m  the  presence 
of  many  of  the  people  of  the  town,  they  informed  him,  that  they 
had  all  agreed  in  the  autumn,  that  they  would  return,  in  the  ^ring,, 
to  their  own  country ;  and  that  this  agreement  was  owing  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  Council  of  dieir  nation,  the  Sachems  of  the 
Conneenchees^  and  could  not  be  altered,  unless  by  a  new  determi- 
nation of  their  Sachems.  Of  this,  he  gave  the  agent  due  notice, 
the  day  following,  as  well  as  of  his  purpose  to  expend  none  of  Mr. 
HoUis'  mcmey  upon  them,  so  long  as  they  persisted  in  that  reso- 
lution. 

As  the  General  Court  had -interested  themselves,  in  the  nSairs  of 
Mr.  HoUis,  and  had  waited  to  know  his  mmd  concerning  them, 
that  they  might  order  their  own  measures  accordingly ;  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Province,  dated  March 
8th,  inclosed  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  HoUis,  and  inform- 
ed him  of  the  actual  state  of  the  school,  of  the  determination  of  the 
Council  of  the  Mohawks,  and  the  consequent  resoludon  of  the  lit- 
tle colony,  to  return  to  their  own  coimtry,  and  of  the  notice  he  had 
given  the  agent,  that  he  should  withhold  any  subsequent  expense 
of  Mr.  Horns'  money  upon  them.  He  likewise  informed  him,  that 
some  of  the  Mohawks  had,  smce  the  conference,  brought  their 
children  to  him,  and  eamesdy  requested  that  they  might  be  instruct- 
ed ;  ofifering  to  take  the  charge  of  their  maintenance  themselves; 
and  that  he  had  consented  to  receive  them.*  He  also  asks  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Secretary,  whether  he  might  still  occupy  the  school- 
house,  which  had  been  built  on  the  lands  of  the  Indians,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Province,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Hollis'  school. 

The  individuals,  opposed  to  Mr.Edwards  and  Mr. Woodbridge,tfauk 


*  These  children  of  the  Mohawks,  and  the  children  of  the  OnohqaaucaK, 
constiluted,  from  this  tiaie,  the  male  Iroquois  boarding-school,  at  Stockbddge. 
How  long  It  was  continued,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  ;  but  suppose  it 
was  re:iiov(^d  to  Onohquauga,  soQn  after  the  establishment  of  the  mispioo  of 
Mr,  Hawlej,  at  that  place. 
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fcudd  every  plan,  which  they  had  formed,  of  connecting  themselves 
with  the  Stockbridge  Mission,  defeated,  and  their  last  hope  extin- 
guislied.  In  1750,  the  prospects  of  the  mission,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  two  detachments  of  the  Mohawks  and  Onohquau- 
gas,  which  seemed  to  be  mere  harbingers  of  still  larger  colonies 
of  their  countrymen,  were  uncommonly  bright  and  promising.  And, 
could  the  benevolent  intentions  of  Mr.  HoUis,  of  the  Society  in 
London,  and  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  the  Iro-  * 
queis,  have  been  carried  forward  to  their  full  completion,  with  no 
obstructions  thrown  in  their  way,  by  greedy  avarice,  or  unhallowed 
ambition ;  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  amount  of  good,  which 
might  have  been  accomplished.  A  large  and  flourishing  colony 
of  the  Iro^ois  would  soon  have  been  established,  at  Stockbridge, 
drawn  thither  for  the  education  of  their  children,  and  brought  di- 
rectly within  the  reach  of  the  means  of  Salvation.  What  would 
have  been  the  ultimate  effect  of  such  a  dolony,  on  their  countrymen 
at  home,  and  on  the  more  remote  Indian  Tribes,  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. By  the  steadfast  resolution  of  those  persons,  to  oppose 
these  plans  of  benevolence,  unless  the  management  of  the  funds, 
by  which  they  were  to  be  accomplished,  could  be  placed  in  their 
own  hands,  this  whole  system  of  beneficence  towards  the  Iroquois, 
which  would  only  have  enlarged  with  the  opportunity  of  exerting  it, 
was  frustrated  finally  and  forever.  We  will  not  cherish  the  belief, 
that  the  disappointed  individuals  found  any  thing,  in  this  melancho- 
ly result,  to  console  them,  under  the  shame  and  mortification  of 
their  own  defeat :  although  they  thus  eflfectually  prevented  the  be- 
nevolent efforts  of  their  opponents,  by  driving  the  intended  object* 
of  them  beyond  their  reach.  A  short  time  after  the  letter  of  Mf . 
Hollis  was  received,  the  individual,  in  whose  hands  the  Mohawk 
school  had  been  left  by  the  former  teacher,  removed  with  his  fami- 
ly, to  his  former  place  of  residence ;  leaving  behind  him  only  one 
of  his  associates  at  Stockbridge. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Sickness  of  Mr.  Edwards. — ^"  God^s  Last  End  in  Creation.*^ — 
"JVa^ttrc  of  Virtue.^^ — Mr.  Edwards^  second  son  resides  at 
Onohqttauga. — Dangers  of  the  War. — Letter  to  Mr.  Erskine: 
— Letter  to  Col.  Williams. — Lord  Kaimes. -^Letter  to  Mr. 
Erskine. — Letter  to  Mr.  M*C%dloch.-^LetterofDr.  Bellamy. -^ 
Treatise  on  Original  Sin. — Letter  to  his  Father. — Letter  to 
Mr.  Erskine, 

In  July  1754,  Mr.  Edwards  had  a  most  severe  attack  of  the 
ague  and  fever,  which  lasted  until  January.  It  wholly  disqualified 
him  from  writing,  even  to  his  correspondents,  and  greatly  enfeebled 
his  constitution.  In  the  course  of  the  spring  following,  he  began 
the  preparation  of  two  other  Treatises,  which  were  entitled  "  A 
Dissertation,  concerning  the  End  for  which  God  created 
THE  world;"  and  "A  Dissertation,  concerning  the  Nature 
OF  True  Virtue."  These  two  subjects  are  fundamental,  m  a 
System  of  Theology.  On  the  first,  many  writers  had  hazarded 
occasional  remarks ;  yet  it  has  rarely  occupied  the  space  even  of  a 
chapter,  or  a  section,  in  theological  systems;  and  I  know  not 
whether  any  writer,  before  Mr.  Edwards,  had  made  it  the  subject  of 
a  formal  and  separate  Treatise.  From  the  purest  principles  of  rea- 
son, as  well  as  from  the  fountain  of  revealed  truth,  he  demonstrates, 
that  the  chief  and  ultimate  end  of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  the  works 
of  Creation  and  Providence,  was  the  manifestation  of  his  own  gbry, 
in  the  highest  happiness  of  his  creatures.  The  treatise  was  left,  by 
the  author,  as  at  first  written,  without  being  prepared  for  the  press ; 
yet  it  exhibits  the  subject,  in  a  manner  so  clear  and  convincing, 
that  it  has  been  the  manual  of  theologians  from  the  time  of  its 
publication  to  the  present. 

The  Nature  of  Virtue  has  been  a  frequent  subject  of  discussion, 
among  ethical  writers  of  almost  every  class, — ^heathen,  infidel  and 
christian.  Aristotle,  and  other  ancient  moralists,  supposed  virtue 
to  consist  in  avoiding  extremes^  and  ui  following  the  mean  in  eveiy 
thing.  Others  of  the  ancients,  defined  virtue  to  be  living  accord^ 
ing  to  JVature.  Balguy  and  Doddridge  represent  it  as  consisting 
in  acting  agreeably  to  the  Moral  Fitness  of  things.  Wollaston 
places  it  in  regard  to  Truth.  Hutcheson  defines  it  to  be  "  a  quality 
apprehended  %n  some  actions^  which  produces  approbation  and  love 
towards  the  actor ,  from  those  who  receive  no  benefit  from  the  action.^ 
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iiway  writers,  ancient  and  modem,  have  placed  virtue  in  Lnitaiion 
of  God ;  and  many  others  in  Obedience  to  the  WHl  of  God.  Wa- 
terland,  Rutherforth  and  (John)  Brown,  have  placed  it  in  a  wist 
regard  to  Our  oion  Interest.  Bishop  Bj4tlec  says,  that  **  a  due 
concern  about  our  own  interest  or  happiness,  and  a  reasonable  en- 
deavour to  promote  it,  is  Virtue ;"  and  that  "  Benevolence,  singly 
considered,  is  in  no  sort  the  whole  of  Virtue."  Hume,  who  appears  to 
have  read  several  of  the  works  of  Edwards,  and  to  have  made  use  of 
them  in  accommodation  to  his  own  views,includes  in  his  description  of 
virtue,  whatever  is  Agreeable  and  Useful  to  ourselves  and  others, 
Adam  Smith  refers  it  to  the  principle  of  Sympathy,  Paley,  who 
read  Edwards  with  care,  defines  Virtue  to  be  "  The  Doing  Good 
to  mankind  in  obedience  to  the  Will  of  God^  and  for  the  sake  of 
everlcuting  happiness.^''  Cumberland,  in  his  Laws  i^J^ature^  justly 
regards  it  as  consisting  in  the  love  of  God^  ana  of  our  fellow^ 
creatures  ;  and  explains  himself  thus ;  '^  The  foundation  of  all  na- 
tural law  is  the  greatest  benevolence  of  every  rational  agent  to- 
wflrds  ail, 

Mr.  Edwards  represents  Virtue  as  founded  in  Happiness  ;  anjjl 
as  being  Love  to  the  greatest  Happiness,  or  Love  to  the  Happiness 
of  Universal  Being,  He  describes  4t,  as  leading  its  possessor  to 
desire,  and  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  happiness  of  all  be- 
ings, and  a  greater  degree  of  happiness  in  preference  to  a  less.  His 
account  of  the  subject  is  in  exact  accordance,  with  the  decision  of 
Reason.  Happiness  is  the  end,  for  which  intelligent  beings  were 
made,  the  perfection  of  their  existence :  and  therefore  Virtue,  or 
Moral  Excellence,  must  be  love  to  that  Happiness.  It  is  also  in 
exact  accordance  with  the  Scriptures.  The  Sum  of  our  duty  is 
unquestionably  Virtue.  But  Moses  sums  up  our  duty  in  the  two 
commands,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thv  God  unih  all  thy  heart, ^^ 
and  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself  :^^  In  other  words, 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Happiness  of  Universal  Being. 

When  the  Scriptures  had  so  plainly  pointed  out  the  Nature  of 
Virtue,  as  consisting  m  Love ;  and  its  Foundation,  as  being  Happi- 
ness ;  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  so  many  acute  writers,  with 
the  Scriptures  m  their  hands,  should  have  formed  views  either  so 
obscure,  or  so  erroneous^  of  these  subjects;  and,  perhaps  no^ 
less  remarkable,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover its  true  Nature,  and  its  real  Foundadoo,  at  a  very  early  age, 
as  clearly  as  he  did  in  after  life.  That  this  was  the  case,  no  one 
will  want  evidence,  who  reads  the  various  articles,  under  the  head 
•f  Excellency,  particularly  the  last,  in  the  Notes  on  the  Mind.* 


*  See  Appendix,  H.  In  several  of  the  articles  under  the  head  of  Excel- 
LCNCf,  the  reader  will  find,  if  I  mistake  not,  as  striking  Fpecimens  of  pow- 
erful metaphysieal  reaeoning,  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  £s6av  on  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Wif^ 
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These  two  treatises  were  first  published  together  in  a  pampUef^ 
ia  Boston,  in  ITSS,  without  alteration  from  the  rough  draft  o^  the 
author.  He  designed  them  both  for  publication,  but  never  prepar- 
ed either  of  them  for  the^  press.  Though  conceived  and  expressed 
with  great  perspicuity,  they  treat  of  subjects,  which  demand  close 
thought  in  the  reader,  as  well  as  the  writer ;  and,  on  this  account,  have 
often  been  imperfectly  comprehended,  even  by  divines.  But  wher- 
ever they  have  been  read  and  understood,  they  have,  to  such  a  de- 
gree, formed  and  regulated  the  views  of  theologians,  with  regard  to 
the  subjects  of  which  they  treat,  that  other  treatises  are  consulted, 
radier  as  objects  of  curiosity,  or  history,  than  as  guides  of  opinions 
and  principles.* 

In  February,  or  early  in  March,  diis  year,  Mr.  Edwards  sent  his 
second  son,  Jonathan,f  then  a  lad  of  nine  years  of  age,  to  Onohquau- 
ga,  to  reside  vrith  Mr.  Hawley,  that  he  might  learn  more  perfectly  the 
language  of  the  Iroquois.  He  continued  there  about  a  twelve- 
month :  when,  in  consequence  of  the  war  with  France,  the  danger 
of  attack  firom  the  Indians  became  so  imminent,  that  Mr.  Hawley 
returned  with  him  to  his  father's  house. 

The  war  of  1754  was  most  disastrous  to  the  colonies ;  and  the 
fironder  setdements '  of  New  England,  of  which  Stockbridge  was 
one,  were  exposed  to  unceasing  anxiety  and  alarm,  fi*om  their  ccm- 
stant  liability  to  attack  from  the  French  and  savages.  In  the  au- 
tunm,  severjEd  of  the  inhabitants  of  Stockbridge  were  killed  bj 
these  marauders ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  became  a  garrisoned 
town;  and  every  family  had  quartered  upon  it  its  own  quota  of  the 
soldiers,  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  The  state  of 
things,  in  this  respect,  may  be  learned  from  the  following  letter  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  to  the  officer  who  had  the  command  of  the  troc^ 
in  that  part  of  the  county. 

''Stockbridge  Feb.  26,  1755. 

"Sir, 

We  have  not  lodgings  and  provisions,  so  as  to  board  and  lodge 
more  than  four  soldiers ;  and  being  in  a  low  state  as  to  my  healthy 
and  not  able  to  go  much  abroad,  and  upon  that  and  other  accounts, 
under  much  greater  disadvantages,  than  others,  to  get  provisions,  it 
is  for  this  reason,  and  not  because  I  have  a  disposition  to  make  dif- 

*  Bishop  Butler  has  left  a"  Dissert  atton  on  the  Nature  of  Vir- 
tue," which  the  curious  reader  will  do  well  to  examine  in  connexion  with 
Mr.  Edwards*  "  Dissert ation  on  tbe  Nature  op  True  Virtue;"  if 
he  wishes  to  compare  the  powers  of  these  two  distinguished  men,  when  en- 
deavouring to  grasp  the  same  subject. 

t  Afterwards  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  t).  D.  President  of  Union 
College,  Schenectady.  He  was  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  Housatoii- 
nuck  and  the  Iroquois ;  in  early  life,  more  so  than  with  the  Englisli. 
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ficulty,  that  I  told  the  soldiers  of  this  province,  who  had  hitherto 
been  provided  for  here,  that  we  could  not  board  them  any  longer. 
I  have  often  been  told  that  you  had  intimated,  that  you  have  other 
business  for  them  in  a  short  time.  Captv  Hosmer  has  sent  three  of 
his  men  to  lodge  at  my  house,  whom  I  am  willing  to  entertain,  as 
I  choose  to  board  such,  as  are  likely  to  be  continued  for  our  defence, 
in  times  of  danger.  Stebbins  has  manifested  to  us  a  desire  to  con- 
tinue here.  Him,  therefore,  I  am  willbg  to  entertain,  with  your 
consent.  Requesting  your  candid  construction  of  that,  which  is  not 
intended  in  any  inconsistence,  with  my  having  all  proper  honour 
and  respect,  I  am 

*'  Your  humble  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  subsequent  letter  to  Mr.  Erskine  will  show,  still  more  fully, 
the  state  of  alarm  and  terror,  then  existing  at  Stockbridge. 

"  Stockbridge,  April  15,  1755. 
*'  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"The  last  year,  in  the  spring,  I  received,  •without  a  letter,  a 

?acquet,  containing  the  following  books :  Casaubon  on  Enthusiasm; 
V^arburton's  Principles  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion;  Mer- 
rick on  Christ  the  True  Vine;  Campbell's  Apostles  no  Enthusiasts ; 
Discourse  on  the  Prevailmg  evils  ot  the  present  time ;  Remarks  on 
Apostles  no  Enthusiasts ;  Moncrief 's  Review  and  Examination  of 
some  principles  in  CampbeU's  Apostles  no  Enthusiasts ;  Gilbert  on 
the  Guilt  and  Pardon  of  Sin;  Hervey  on  the  Cross  of  Christ; 
An  account  of  the  Orphan  School,  etc.  at  Edinburgh ;  Memorial 
concernmg  the  Surgeon's  Hospital ;  Gairdner's  Account  of  the  Old 
People's  Hospital ;  State  of  the  Society  in  Scodand  for  propagating 
Christian  Knowledge  ;  Abridgement  of  the  Rules  of  said  Society ; 
Regulations  of  the  Town's  Hospital  at  Glasgow ;  and  Annals  of  the 
Persecution  of  the  Piotestants  in  France. 

"  In  the  beginning  of  last  December,  I  received  another  pacquet, 
without  a  letter :  the  wrapper  superscribed  with  your  hand.  In 
this,  were  the  following  pamphlets :  A  Sermon  by  a  Lay  Elder, 
before  the  Commission ;  A  Letter  to  a  gentleman  at  Edinburgh ; 
Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  May  22d,  1736 ;  Ruther- 
ford's Power  of  Faith  and  Prayer ;  Enquiry  into  the  method  of 
settling  Parishes ;  The  nature  of  the  Covenant  and  Constitution  of 
the  Church  of  Scodand ;  Essay  on  Gospel  and  Legal  Preaching ; 
Necessity  of  Zeal  for  the  Truth ;  A  Vindication  of  the  Protestant 
Doctrine  of  Justification,  against  the  charge  of  Antinomianism. 
The  last  week,  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  dated  11th  July,  '54 ; 
which  was  found  at  Mr.  Prince's,  by  one  that  went  to  JBoston  from 
hence,  and  had  lain  there,  Mr.  Prince  could  not  tell  how  long.  In 
this  letter,  you  make  mention  of  these  last  mentioned  pamphlets, 
Vol.  1.  69 
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received  last  December.  I  now  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for 
this  letter,  and  these  generous  presents.  I  diould  have  written  to 
you  long  ago,  had  I  not  been  prevented,  by  the  longest  and  roost 
tedious  sickness,  that  ever  I  had  in  my  life:  I  being  followed  with 
fits  of  ague,  which  came  upon  me  about  the  middle  of  last  July, 
and  were,  for  a  long  time,  very  severe,  and  exceedingly  wasted  my 
flesh  and  strength,  so  that  I  became  hke  a  skeleton.  I  had  seve- 
ral intermissions  of  the  fits,  by  the  use  of  the  Peruvian  bark;  but 
they  never  wholly  left  me,  till  the  middle  of  last  January.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  several  times  attempted  to  write  letters  to  some  of  my 
friends,  about  afiairs  of  importance,  but  found  that  I  could  bear 
but  little  of  such  writing.  Once,  m  attempting  to  write  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Burr,  a  fit  of  the  ague  came  upon  me,  while  I  was  writing,  so 
that  I  was  obliged  to  Uy  by  my  pen.  When  my  fits  left  me,  they 
left  me  in  a  poor,  weak  state,  so  that  I  feared  whether  I  was  not 
going  into  a  dropsy.  Nevertheless,  I  have,  of  late,  gradually 
gained  strength. 

"  I  lately  received  a  letter  firom  Mr.  M'Laurin,  dated  Aug.  13, 
'64 ;  which  Mr.  Prince  sent  me,  with  a  letter  firom  himself,  where- 
in he  informed  me,  that  a  Captain  of  a  ship  from  Glasgow,  then 
lately  arrived,  brought  an  account  of  Mr.  M'Laurin's  death,  that  be 
died  very  suddenly,  with  an  apopleiqr,  a  litde  before  he  left  Glas- 
gow. Since  1  received  that  letter,  1  sent  to  Mr.  Prince,  desiring 
to  know  more  of  the  certainty  of  the  account.  This  is  an  afifecting 
piece  of  news.  It  is  an  instance  of  death,  which  I  have  much 
cause  to  lament.  He  has  long  shown  himself  to  be  a  very  worthy, 
kind  and  obliging,  friend  and  correspondent  of  mine.  And  doubt- 
less, the  Church  of  Scotland  has  much  cause  to  lament  his  death. 
There  is  reason  to  think,  that  he  was  one  of  tliem  that  stood  in  the 
gap,  to  make  up  the  hedge,  in  these  evil  times.  He  was  a  wise, 
steady  and  most  faithful,  friend  of  Gospel  truth,  and  vital  piety,  in 
these  days  of  great  corruption.  I  wish  that  I  may  take  warning  by 
it,  as  well  as  by  my  own  late  sickness,  to  prepare  for  my  own  de- 
parture hence. 

"  I  have  nothing  very  comfortable  to  write,  respecting  my  own 
success  in  this  place.  The  business  of  the  Indian  mission,  since  I 
have  been  here,  has  been  attended  with  strange  embarrassments, 
such  as  I  never  could  have  expected,  or  so  much  as  once  dreamed 
of:  of  such  a  nature,  and  coming  firom  such  a  quarter,  that  I  take 
no  delight  in  being  very  particular  and  explicit  upon  it.  But,  be- 
side what  I  especially  refer  to,  some  things  have  lately  happened, 
that  have  occasioned  great  disturbance  among  the  Indians,  and 
have  tended  to  alienate  them  from  the  English.  As  particularly, 
the  killing  of  one  of  them  in  the  woods,  by  a  couple  of  travellers 
white  men,  who  met  him,  and  contended  with  him.  And  though 
the  men  were  apprehended  and  imprisoned ;  yet,  on  their  trial 
they  escaped  the  sentence  of  death  :  one  of  them  only  receiving  a 
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lighter  pumshment,  as  guilty  of  manslaughter :  by  which  these  In- 
dians, and  also  the  Indians  of  some  other  tribes,  were  greatly  dis- 
pleased, and  disaffected  towards  the  English.  Since  the  last  fall, 
some  Indians  from  Canada,  doubdess  insUgated  by  the  French, 
broke  in  upon  us,  on  the  Sabbath,  between  meetings,  and  fell  upon 
an  English  family,  and  killed  three  of  them  ;  and  about  an  hour 
after,  lolled  another  man,  coming  mto  the  town  from  some  distant 
houses ;  which  occasioned  a  great  alarm  in  the  town,  and  in  the 
country.  Multitudes  came  from  various  parts,  for  our  defence, 
that  night,  and  the  next  day ;  and  many  of  these  conducted  very 
foolishly  towards  our  Indians,  on  this  occasion,  suspecting  them  to 
be  guilty  of  doing  die  mischief,  charging  them  with  it,  and  threaten- 
ing to  lall  them,  and  the  Uke.  After  this,  a  reward  being  offered 
by  some  private  gendemen,  to  some  that  came  this  way  as  soldiers, 
it  they  would  bring  them  the  scalp  of  a  Canada  Indian ;  two  men 
were  so  extremely  foolish  and  wicked,  that  they,  in  the  night,  dug 
up  one  of  our  Indians,  that  had  then  lately  died,  out  of  his  grave, 
to  take  off  his  scalp ;  that,  by  pretending  that  to  be  a  scalp  of  a 
Canada  Indian,  whom  they  had  met  and  killed  in  the  woods,  they 
might  get  the  promised  reward.  WTien  this  was  discovered,  the 
men  were  punished.  But  this  did  not  hinder,  but  that  such  an  act 
gready  increased  the  jealousy  and  disaffection  of  the  Indians,  to- 
wards the  English.  Added  to  these  things,  we  have  many  white 
people,  that  wUl,  at  all  times,  without  any  restraint,  give  them  ardent 
spirits,  which  is  a  constant  temptation  to  their  most  predominant  lust. 
"  Though  I  have  but  little  success,  and  many  discouragements, 
here  at  Stockbridge,  yet  Mr.  Hawley,  now  a  missionary  among 
the  Six  Nations,  who  went  from  New-England  to  Onohquauga,  a 
place  more  than  200  miles  distant  from  hence,  has,  of  late,  had 
much  encouragement.  Religion  seems  to  be  a  growing,  spreading 
thing,  among  the  savages  in  that  part  of  America,  by  his  means. 
And  there  is  a  hopeful  prospect,  of  way  bemg  made  for  another 
missionary  in  those  parts,  which  may  have  happy  consequences, 
unless  the  Six  Nations  should  go  over  to  the  French ;  which  there 
is  the  greatest  reason  to  expect,  unless^  the  English  should  exert 
themselves,  vigorously  and  successfully,  against  the  French,  in 
America,  this  year.*^  They  seem  to  be  waiting,  to  see  whether  this 
will  be  so  or  no,  in  order  to  determine,  whether  they  will  entirely 
desert  the  English,  and  cleave  to  the  French.  And  if  the  Six  Na- 
tions should  forsake  the  English,  it  may  be  expected,  that  the 
Stockbridge  Indians,  and  almost  all  the  nations  of  Indians  in  North 
America,  will  follow  them.  It  seems  to  be  the  most  critical  sea- 
son, with  the  British  dominions  m  America,  that  ever  was  seen, 
since  the  first  setdement  of  these  colonies ;  and  all,  probably,  will 
depend  on  the  warlike  transactions  of  the  present  year.  What 
wiU  be  done,  I  cannot  tell.  We  are  all  in  commotion,  from  one 
end  of  British  America,  to  the  other ;  and  various  expeditions  ara 
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projected,  and  preparing  for ;  one  to  Ohio,  anotlier  to  the  French 
Forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  another  to  Crown  Point.  But  these  affidrs 
are  not  free  from  embarrassments :  great  difficulties  arise,  in  our 
present  most  important  afiairs,  through  the  dispirited  state  of  the 
several  governments.  It  is  hard  for  them  to  agree  upon  means 
and  measures.  And  we  have  no  reason  to  think,  that  die  French 
are  behind  us,  in  their  activity  and  preparations.  A  dark  cloud 
seems  to  hang  over  us :  we  need  the  prayers  of  all  our  friends,  and 
all  friends  to  the  Protestant  interest.  Stockbridge  is  a  place  much 
exposed ;  and  what  will  become  of  us,  in  the  struggles  that  are 
coming  on,  God  only  knows.  I  have  heard  that  Messrs.  Tennent 
and  Davies  are  arrived  in  America,  having  had  good  success,  id 
the  errand  they  went  upon.  Mr.  Bellamy  is  not  likely  to  go  to 
New-York,  principally  by  reason  of  the  opposition  of  some  of  the 
congregation,  and  also  of  some  of  the  neighbouring  ministers.  I 
have  heard,  they  have  lately  unanimously  agreed  to  apply  them- 
selves to  Mr.  M'Gregor,  of  New-Londonderry,  alias  NutiSeld,  in 
New-England,  to  be  their  minister ;  who  is  a  gentleman,  that,  I 
think,  if  they  can  obtain  him,  will  be  likely  to  suit  them,  and  com- 
petent to  fiU  the  place.  And  I  have  heard,  that  there  has  been 
some  difference  in  his  own  congregation,  that  has  lately  made  his 
situation  there  uneasy.  If  so,  he  will  be  more  likely  to  consent  to 
the  motion  from  New-York. 

'*  My  wife  joins  with  me,  in  respectful  and  affectionate  saluta- 
ti(»is,  to  you  and  Mrs.  Erskine. 

*<  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  and  obliged  brother, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

"  P.  S.  In  a  journey  I  went  to  Northampton,  the  last  April,  I  carried 
the  foregoing  letter,  with  others  for  Scodand,  so  far,  seeking  an  op- 
portunity to  send  them  from  thence  to  Boston ;  and  there  I  met 
another  letter  from  Mr.  Prince,  with  a  joyful  contradiction  of  his 
former  account  of  Mr.  M'Laurin's  death ;  which  occasioned  my 
bringing  my  pacquet  home  again.  Nevertheless,  after  I  had  broken 
open,  and  perused  this  letter,  I  thought  best  to  send  it  along,  en- 
closed in  a  wrapper  to  Mr.  AFLaurin ;  who,  I  hope,  is  yet  living, 
and  will  convey  it  to  you.  "  J.  E, 

•*  Stockbridge^  June  2, 1755." 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  the  danger  became  so  imminent, 
that  Mr.  Edwards,  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  the  town,  ad- 
dressed the  following  urgent  letter  to  the  Colonel  of  the  County. 

"To  Col.  Israel  Williams. 

'' StodAridge,  Sept.  5,  1755. 

"Yesterday  the  English  inhabitants  of  the  town  sent  away  a  let- 
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ter,  directed  to  you,  to  be  conveyed  to  Hatfield,  respecting  the  state 
of  the  town,  stating  that  it  was  left  very  greatly  exposed,  by  the  drawing 
off  of  all  the  Connecticut  soldiers ;  that  Gov.  Shirley,  by  his  urgency, 
had  persuaded  away  almost  all  the  Indian  inhabitants,  fit  for  ivar, 
who  objected  much  against  going,  on  that  account,  that  the  depar- 
ture of  so  many  would  leave  the  town,  and  their  wives  and  children 
too,  defenceless;  that  the  Govemour  removed  their  objection,  by 
promising,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  English  soldiers  should  be 
maintained  here,  during  their  absence,  tor  the  defence  of  the 
town ;  and  also,  that  we  had  just  now  information  sent  in  writing, 
from  Mr.  Vanschaak,  that  two  large  parties  of  Indians  are  lately 
gone  out  of  Crown  Point,  against  our  frontiers :  and  so  entreating 
that  soldiers  may  be  speedily  sent.  But  being  informed  to-day,  that 
you  are  gone  from  Hatfield,  and  not  knowing  whether  you  will 
seasonably  receive  the  aforementioned  letter,  I  now,  at  the  desire 
of  the  people,  give  you  this  brief  information  of  what  was  therein 
written;  earnestly  desiring,  that  we  may  not  be  left  so  easy  and  open 
a  prey  to  our  enemies,  who,  we  have  reason  to  think,  have  the 
means  of  learning  our  situation,  and  are  certainly  preparing  to  at- 
tack some  of  the  most  defenceless  of  the  frontier  villages.  We 
hope  that  the  troops  may  be  forwarded  immediately ;  for,  having 
no  adequate  means  of  repelling  an  attack,  we  have  no  security  for  a 
single  day. 

"  I  am,  re^ctfolly, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

In  1751,  an  anonymous  work  was  published  in  Edinburgh,  enti- 
tled "Essays  on  the  Principles  of  Morality,  and  Natural 
Religion,"*  of  which  Henry  Home,f  Esq.  soon  avowed  himself  the 
author.  These  Essays,  though  written  by  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  were  regarded  as  decidedly  sceptical  in  their  tenden- 
cy, and  brought  the  author  into  some  difficulties  with  the  particular 
church  with  which  he  was  connected.  This  led  to  a  public  dis- 
cussion of  the  character  of  the  work  at  large — ^particularly  of  the 
Essay  on  Liberty  and  Necessity.  When  this  discussion  was 
commencing,  the  Essay  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will  arri- 
ved in  Scodand.  It  was  extensively  read  by  men  of  speculative 
minds ;  and,  though  presenting  a  view  of  the  subject  wholly  new, 

f^ave  great  satisfaction  to  men  of  all  classes.     Lord  Kaimes  and  his 
riends,  having  read  the  work  of  Mr.  Edwards,  endeavoured  to 

*  The  sabjects  treated  of  in  this  volume  wore,  Attachment  to  objects 
OF  Distress.  Law  of  Nature.  Law  of  Necessity.  Belief.  Personal 
Identity.  Authority  of  our  Senses.  Idea  of  Power.  Knowledge  of 
Future  Events.  Dread  of  Supernatural  Powers  in  the  Dark.  Our 
Knowledge  of  the  Deity. 

t  Soon  after  created  a  Lord  of  Session,  with  the  the  title  of  Lord  Kaimtt, 
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show  that  the  view  of  Liberty  and  Necessity,  in  the  Freedom  ot 
THE  Will,  was  substantially  the  same  with  that  given  by  his 
Lordship.  Mr.  Erskine  appriezd  Mr.  Edwards  of  this  fact.  In 
the  following  letter,  jhe  latter  barely  alludes  to  the  work  of  Lord 
Kaimes,  as  a  work  of  corrupt  tendency.  In  a  subsequent  Letter  to 
his  frrends,  written  in  the  summer  of  the  following  year,  and  now  ap- 
pended to  tlie  Treatise  on  the  Freedom  of  the  Will,*  he  examines 
the  views  of  Liberty  and  Necessity  by  his  Lordship,  sliows  their 
entire  discordance  with  liis  own  views,  as  exhibited  in  die  Freedom 
of  the  Will,  and  exposes  their  inconsistency,  not  only  with  reason^ 
but  with  each  other.  This  letter  from  a  sense  of  justice  to  its  au- 
thor, was  immediately  published,  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  by  Mr. 
Erskine,  and  produced  a  universal  conviction,  that  Lord  Kaimes  had 
wholly  misunderstood  the  view  taken  of  Liberty  and  Necessity,  by 
Mr.  Edwards ;  and  that  his  own  views  of  it  were  at  war,  alike,  with 
Reason  and  Revelation.  Indeed,  his  Lordship  himself  appears  to 
have  been  of  the  same  opinion ;  for,  in  a  subsequent  edition,  the 
Essay  on  Liberty  and  Necessity  is  said  to  have  been  much  changed, 
as  to  present  essentially  different  views  of  those  important  subjects. 

"  To  the  Rev.  John  Erskine,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  at  Culross, 

"  Scotland. 

»  StoMridgey  Dec.  11,  1755. 

"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"I  last  wrote  to  you  July  24th,  1755.  Since  that  I  received 
a  letter  from  you,  dated  June  23,  1755,  together  with  the  Essays 
on  the  Principles  of  Morality  and  Katural  Rdigion^^  from  mx. 
Hogg,  and  the  Analysis  of  the  moral  and  religious  sentiments  of 
Sopho,  from  yourself.  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  and  present, 
and  shall  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hogg,  for  his  present  by 
your  hand,  added  to  former  instances  of  his  generosity.  I  had  be- 
fore read  that  book  of  Essays,  having  borrowed  Mr.  Bellamy's,  and 
also  that  book  of  Mr.  David  Huoie's,  which  you  speak  of.  I  am 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  read  such  corrupt  books,  especially  when 
written  by  men  of  considerable  genius ;  that  I  may  have  an  idea 
of  the  notions  that  prevail  in  our  nation.  You  say  that  some  peo- 
ple say,  that  Lord  Kaimes'  being  made  a  Lord  of  Session  would 
have  been  prevented,  if  Chancellor  Hardwick  and  Archbishop 
Herrmg  had  seasonably  seen  his  book.     I  should  be  glad  to  know 


*  Soe  Vol.  II;  pp.  290-300.  Lord  Kaimes  had  a  much  higher  reputation, 
as  a  writer,  iifty  years  a^o,  thau  at  present.  The  perusal  of  bis  Essay  oa  Lib« 
erty  and  Necessity,  and  of  the  remarks  upon  it,  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
here  referred  to,  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  conviction,  that,  as  a  metaphysician, 
he  was  neither  accurate,  nor  profound. 

t  f^y  Lord  Kaimes. 
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who  this  Chancellor  Hardwick  is,  and  what  is  his  character.  By 
your  mentioning  him  in  such  a  manner,  I  am  ready  to  suppose  he 
may  be  in  some  respects,  of  good  character;  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
thankfulness,  if  a  man  of  good  character,  and  a  friend  to  religion,  be 
Lord  Chancellor. 

"  As  to  our  warlike  concerns,  I  have  not  heretofore  been  very 
particular  in  writing  about  them,  in  my  letters  to  Scodand,  suppos- 
ing it  highly  probable,  that  you  would  have  earlier  accounts  from 
Boston,  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  than  any  I  can  send  you,  living 
at  so  great  a  distance  from  any  of  tlie  sea  ports.  Nevertheless, 
seeing  you  propose  my  sending  you  some  account  of  the  present 
posture  of  J^ah-s,  I  would  say,  that  it  appears  to  me,  that  notwith- 
standing some  remarkable  favours  of  heaven,  of  which  we  are  very 
unworthy,  it  has  in  the  general  been  a  year  of  great  frowns  of 
Providence  on  British  America.  Notwithstanding  our  success  at 
Nnva  Scotia,  and  in  having  the  better  in  the  battle  near  Lake 
George,  and  taking  the  French  General  prisoner ;  yet,  xionsidering 
the  advantages  the  enemy  hadi  obtained  against  us,  by  General 
Braddock's  defeat,  especially  in  gainingover  and  confirming  the  In- 
dians on  their  side,  and  disheartening  and  weakening  our  friends, 
and  what  we  have  suffered  from  our  enemies,  and  how  gready  we 
are  weakened  and  almost  sunk  with  our  vast  expenses,  especially 
in  New  England,  and  the  blood  as  well  as  money  we  have  expend- 
ed ;  I  say  considering  these  things,  and  how  little  we  have  gained 
by  our  loss  and  trouble,  our  case  is  no  better,  but  far  worse,  than  it 
was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  At  least,  I  think  it  certain,  that 
we  have  attained  no  advantage,  in  any  wise,  to  balance  our  trouble 
and  expense  of  blood  and  treasure.  The  expedition  to  the  east- 
ward has  been  remarkably  successful,  but  the  other  tliree  expedi- 
tions, that  against  the  French  forts  on  the  Ohio,  that  against  Niag- 
ara, and  that  against  Crown  Point,  have  all  been  unsuccessful,  as 
to  their  main  designs.  And  tliough  the  army  under  General  John- 
son had  a  kind  of  victory  over  the  French,  and  took  the  Baron 
Dieskau,  their  General,  prisoner;  yet  we  suffered  very  gready  in 
the  battle,  and  the  taking  of  the  French  General  probably  was 
the  saving  of  his  army.  For,  by  telling  a  lie  to  our  army,  viz.  that 
the  French  were  in  constant  expectation  of  being  greatly  enforced 
by  a  large  body,  that  marched  another  way,  and  had  appointed  to 
meet  them  near  that  place,  our  army  was  prevented  from  pursuing 
the  enemy,  after  they  l^ad  repelled  them ;  which,  if  they  had  done, 
the  French  might  have  been  under  great  advantages  to  have  cut 
them  off,  and  prevented  the  return  of  almost  all  of  them  to  Crown 
Point,  which  could  be  no  otherwise  than  through  the  water  in 
their  batteaux.     Our  army  never  proceeded  any  farther  than  the 

Elace  of  their  engagement ;  but,  having  built  a  fort  there,  near 
iake  George,  alias^  Lake  St.  Sacrament,  after  they  had  built  an- 
other near  Hudson's  River,  about  fourteen  miles,  on  this  side  and 
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left  garrisons,  has  lately  returned.  As  also  has  the  army  under  Gene- 
ral Shirley,  (who  went  with  designs  against  Niagara,)  after  having 
built  some  vessels  of  force  in  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  strengthened 
the  fortifications  at  Oswego,  and  sent  for  the  remains  of  General 
Braddock's  army  to  Albany,  diere  to  go  into  winter  quarters.  The 
Grovernours  of  the  several  Provinces,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
montli,  had  a  meeting  to  confer  together,  concerning  our  warlike 
afiairs,  and  to  agree  on  a  plan  of  operadons  to  be  recommended 
to  the  government  at  home  for  the  next  year.  But  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  their  determinations.  The  Indians  have  not  done  much 
mischief  on  the  frontiers  of  New  England,  since  our  army  have 
been  about  us;  but  have  been  dreadful  in  their  ravages,  on  the  back 
setdements  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 

"  It  is  apparent  that  the  ministty  at  home  miss  it  very  much,  in 
sending  over  British  forces  to  fight  with  Indians  m  America,  and 
in  sending  over  British  ofiicers,  to  have  the  command  of  our  Ameri- 
can forces.  Let  them  send  us  arms,  ammunition,  money  and 
shipping ;  and  let  New  England  men  manage  the  business  in  their 
own  way,  who  alone  understand  it.  To  appoint  British  officers, 
over  them,  is  nothing  but  a  hindrance  and  discouragement  to  them. 
Let  them  be  well  supplied,  and  supported,  and  defended  by  sea,  and 
then  let  them  go  fordi  under  their  own  officers  and  manage  in  their 
own  way,  as  they  did  in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton.  All 
the  Provinces  in  America  seem  to  be  fiilly  sensible,  that  New  Eng- 
land men  are  the  only  men  to  be  employed  against  Canada ;  as 
I  had  opportunity  abundandy  to  observe,  in  my  late  journey  to  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Philadelphia.  However,  we  ought  to  re- 
member that  neither  New  England  men,  nor  any  other,are  any  thing, 
unless  God  be  with  us  j  and  when  we  have  done  all,  at  finding  fault 
with  men  and  instruments  employed,  we  cannot  expect  prosperity, 
unless  the  accursed  thing  be  removed  from  our  camp. 

"  God  has  lately  fix)wned  on  my  family,  in  taking  away  a  faithful 
servant,  who  was  a  great  help  to  us ;  and  one  of  my  children  has 
been  under  threatening  infirmities,  but  is  somewhat  better.  I  de- 
sire your  prayers  for  us  all. 

"My  wife  joins  with  me,  in  affectionate  and  respectful  salutations 
to  you  and  Mrs.  Erskine. 

"I  am.  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  obliged  brother, 
"  and  affectionate  friend, 

"Jonathan  Edwards." 

The  effect  of  the  war  on  the  Indian  Mission,  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  letter  to  Mr.  McCulloch. 
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«  Stockbridge,  Jlpril  1 0,  1 756. 

••  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  favour  of  August,  1755,  witli  Mr.  Imriea' 
letter,  wliich  canie  to  hand  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  month. 
It  recommends  a  man,  especially  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  to 
me,  to  see  in  him  evidences  of  a  disposition  to  be  searching  into  the 
prophecies  of  Scripture,  relating  to  the  future  advancement  of 
Christ's  kingdom  on  earth.  It  looks  as  though  he  was  a  man,  who 
felt  concern  for  Christ's  kingdom  and  interests  in  the  world ;  as 
though  he  were  one  of  those,  who  took  pleasure  in  the  stones,  and 
favoured  the  dust  of  Zion.  But  it  has  proved  by  events,  that  many 
divines,  who  have  been  of  this  character,  have  been  over  forward 
to  fix  the  times  and  the  seasons,  which  the  Fatlier  hatli  put  in  his 
own  power.  However,  I  will  not  positively  charge  Mr.  Imries 
with  this,  before  I  see  what  he  has  to  offer,  in  proof  of  those  things 
which  he  has  advanced.  I  think  that  neither  I,  nor  any  other  per- 
son, that  knows  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  his  letter,  of  the 
reasons  that  he  builds  his  opinions  upon,  have  any  opportunity  to 
judge  of  those  opinions.  And  therefore  I  should  think  it  a  pity, 
that  his  private  letter  to  Mr.  Hogg  was  published  to  the  world,  be- 
fore his  reasons  were  prepared  for  the  press.  This  letter  has 
been  reprinted  in  Boston :  but  coming  abroad,  with  so  little  men- 
tion of  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  it  gives  occasion  to  the  profane 
to  reproach  and  ridicule  it,  and  its  autlior. 

"  With  respect  to  Mr.  Hawley,  and  Mr.  Brainerd,  and  their  In- 
dians, concerning  which  you  desire  to  be  informed  ;  the  Corres- 
pondents have  altered  their  determination,  from  time  to  time,  widi 
respect  to  Mr.  Brainerd  and  his  Indians.  They  seemed  inclined 
at  first  to  their  removal  to  Wawwomingy  alias,  Wyoming^  and  ilien 
to  Onohquaga,  and  then  to  Wyoming  again ;  and  finally,  about  a 
twelvemonth  ago,  they  wholly  dismissed  him  from  employ  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  Indians,  and  pastor  to  the  Lidian  Church  at  Bethel. 
I  cannot  say  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  their  conduct  in  doing  this  so 
hastily ;  nor  do  I  pretend  to  know  so  much,  concerning  the  reasons 
of  their  conduct,  as  to  have  sufficient  grounds  positively  to  condemn 
their  proceedings.  However,  the  congregation  is  not  wholly  left, 
as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  and  are  in  part  committed  to  the  care 
of  Mr.  William  Tennent,  who  lives  not  far  off,  and  is  a  faithful, 
zealous  minister,  who  visits  them,  and  preaches  to  them,  once  a 
week;  but  I  think  not  often  upon  the  sabbath.  The  last  fall,  I 
was  in  New  Jersey  and  Philadelphia,  and  was  present  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Correspondents  ;  when  Mr.  Tennent  gave  an  agreeable  ac- 
count of  the  then  present  state  of  these  Indians,  with  respect  to  re- 
ligion, and  also  of  their  being  in  better  circumstances,  as  to  their 
lands,  than  they  had  been.  Mr.  Brainerd  was  then  at  Newark  with 
his  family,  where  he  had  been  preacliing,  as  a  probationer  for  set- 
tlement, ever  since  Mr.  Burr's  dismission  from  that  place,  on  ac- 
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count  of  his  business  as  President  of  the  College.  But  whether 
Mr.  Brainerd  is  setded,  or  like  to  setde  there,  I  have  not  heard. 
At  the  forementioned  meeting  of  the  Correspondents,  I  used  some 
arguments,  to  induce  them  to  re-establish  Mr.  Brainerd,  in  his  for- 
mer employ  with  his  Indians,  and  to  send  them  to  Otiohquaugha. 
But  I  soon  found  it  would  be  fruidess  to  urge  the  matter.  Wliat 
was  chiefly  insisted  on,  as  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  Mr.  Brainerd's 
going,  with  his  family,  so  far  into  the  wilderness,  was  Mrs.  Brain- 
erd*s  very  infirm  state.  Whether  there  was  indeed  any  sufiicient 
objection  to  such  a  removal,  at  that  time,  6r  no ;  divine  Provi- 
dence, has,  since  that,  so  ordered  the  state  and  consequences  of 
tlie  war,  subsisting  here  in  America,  that  insuperable  obstacles  are 
laid  in  the  way  of  their  removal,  either  to  Onohquauga,  Wow- 
woming,  or  any  other  parts  of  America,  that  way.  The  French, 
by  their  indefatigable  endeavours  wndi  the  nation  of  the  DdawareSj 
so  called,  from  their  ancient  seat  about  Delaware  river,  though  now 
chiefly  resid'mg  on  the  Susquehannah  and  its  branches,  have 
stirred  them  up  to  make  war  on  the  English ;  and  dreadful  have 
been  the  ravages  and  desolations,  which  tiiey  have  made  of  late,  on 
the  back  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  They  are  the  prin- 
cipal nation,  inhabiting  the  parts  about  Susquehannah  river,  on 
which  both  Wyoming  and  Onohquauga  stand.  The  latter 
indeed  is  above  the  bounds  of  their  country,  but  yet  not  very  far 
from  them:  and  the  Delaware  Indians  are  frequendy  there,  as 
they  go  to  and  fro ;  on  which  account  there  is  great  danger,  that 
Mr.  Hawley*s  mission  and  ministry  there  will  be  entirely  broken 
up.  Mr.  Hawley  came  from  there  about  two  months  ago,  with  one 
oi  my  sons,  about  ten  years  old ;  who  had  been  there  witii  him  near 
a  twelvemonth,  to  learn  the  Mohawk  language.  He  has  since  been 
to  Boston,  to  consult  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  aflairs,  that 
have  employed  him,  and  returned :  and  yesterday  went  from  my 
house,  to  meet  some  of  his  Indians,  at  an  appointed  time  and  place 
in  the  Mohawk  country ;  to  determine  with  them,  whether  it  will 
be  safe  for  him  to  return  to  abide  with  them.  If  not,  yet  will  he 
be  under  the  pay  of  the  Commissioners  till  next  fall,  and  the  issue 
be  seen  of  the  two  expeditions  now  in  prosecution,  one  against 
Crown  Point,  the  other  against  the  French  forts  at  Frontenac  and 
Niagara,  near  Lake  Ontario ;  which  may  possibly  make  a  great  aI-» 
teration,  as  to  the  state  of  the  war  with  the  Indians.  If  Mr.  Haw- 
ley determines  not  to  return  to  Onohquauga  this  spring,  he  will 
probably  go  as  chaplain  to  the  Indians,  in  General  Shirley's  army, 
in  the  expedition  to  Lake  Ontario. 

^'  You  speak  of  die  vast  superiority  of  the  numbers  of  the  Eng- 
lish, in  America,  to  those  of  the  French ;  and  that  some  therefore 
think,  the  setdements  of  the  former  are  in  no  great  danger  from  die 
latter.  Though  it  be  true,  that  tiie  French  are  twenty  times  less 
than  w?  are  in  number,  yet  it  may  be  a  question,  whether  other 
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things,  in  which  they  exceed  us,  when  all  jointly  considered,  will  not 
more  than  counterbalance  all  our  excess  of  numbers.  They  vastly 
exceed  us  in  subtlety  and  intrigue,  in  vigilance  and  activity,  in 
speed  and  secrecy ;  in  acquaintance  with  the  continent  of  North 
America,  in  all  parts  west  of  the  British  setdements,  for  many  hun- 
dred leagues,  the  rivers,  lakes  and  mountains,  the  avenues  and 
passes;  and  also  in  the  influence  they  have  among  the  various  tribes 
and  nations  of  Indians,  and  in  their  constant  skill,  and  indefatigable 
diligence  in  managing  them,  to  alienate  them  from  the  English, 
attach  them  firmly  to  themselves,  and  employ  them  as  their  tools. 
Beside  the  vast  advantage  they  have,  in  time  of  war,  in  having  all 
united  under  the  absolute  command  of  one  man,  the  Grovemour  of 
Canada ;  while  we  are  divided  into  a  great  many  distinct  govern- 
ments, independent  one  of  another,  and,  in  some  respects,  of  clash- 
ing interests :  interests,  which  unspeakably  clog  and  embarrass  our 
affairs,  and  make  us,  though  a  great,  yet  an  unwieldly,  unmanagea- 
ble body,  and  an  easy  prey  to  our  vigilant,  secret,  subde,  swift  and 
active,  though  comparatively  small,  enemy. 

"  As  to  a  description  of  the  situation  of  those  parts  you  mention, 
I  can  give  you  no  better  than  you  have,  in  many  that  abound  in 
Great  Britain.  With  respect  to  the  situation  of  Stockbridge,  it  is 
not  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  as  you  have  been  informed,  but 
m  the  utmost  border  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
west,  next  to  the  Province  of  New  York  ;  about  40  miles  west  of 
Connecticut  river,  about  25  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river,  and  about 
35  miles  south  east  from  Albany :  a  place  exposed  in  this  time 
of  war.  Four  persons  were  killed  here,  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, 1754,  by  Canada  Indians  ;  which  occasioned  a  great  alarm 
to  us,  and  to  a  great  part  of  New  England.  Since  then,  we  have 
had  many  alarms  ;  but  God  has  preserved  us. 

"  I  desire  your  prayers  that  we  may  still  be  preserved,  and  that 
Grod  would  be  with  me  and  my  family,  and  people,  and  bless  us  in 
all  respects.  My  wife  and  family  join  with  me,  in  their  respects  to 
you  and  yours. 

'*  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  brother  and  servant, 

"Jonathan  Edwards. 

In  consequence  of  the  ill  success  attending  die  British  arms,  dur 
ring  the  campaign  of  '56,  the  danger  of  the  frontiers  became  ex- 
treme, and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards  were,  for  a  time,  exceedingly 
anxious  for  his  personal  safety.  Mr.  Bellamy,  at  this  period,  sent 
him  the  following  kind  invitation,  to  look  to  Bethlem,  as  the  place 
of  retreat,  for  himself  and  his  family. 

«  BtiUemy  May  31,  1756. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  in  pain,  fearing  our  army  against  Crown  Point  will  be 
defeated.     (Jod  only  knows,  how  it  will  be.     Your  own  discretieik 
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will  make  you  sufBciently  speedy,  to  secure  yourself  and  famity. 
We  stand  as  ready  to  receive  you,  and  any  of  your  family,  to  aff 
the  comforts  our  house  affords,  as  if  you  were  our  children.  I  am 
greatly  interested  in  your  safety. — I  am  concerned  for  Mr.  Haw- 
ley.  I  fear  he  will  be  too  venturesome,  and  fling  away  his  life  for 
nothing.' — ^I  wish,  if  you  know  how  to  get  one  along,  you  would 
send  him  a  letter. — Our  youngest  child  still  remains  somewhat 
unwell.  The  Indian  boys  grow  more  and  more  easy  and  content, 
but  they  love  play  too  well — are  very  ignorant — and  very  stupid, 
as  to  the  things  of  religion — and  in  Arithmetic,  when  I  would  teach 
them  any  thing  that  is  a  little  difficult,  they  are  soon  discouraged, 
and  don't  love  to  try.  So  I  take  them  off,  and  put  them  to  writing 
again — designing,  by  little  and  little,  to  get  them  along.  They  will 
not  endure  hardship,  and  bend  their  minds  to  business,  like  English 
boys.  It  seems  they  were  never  taught  their  Catechism  :  Shall  I 
teach  it  ?  I  have  got  three  Bibles ;  but  have  not  yet  given  them  to 
the  boys,  tliey  are  so  ignorant.  I  expect  you  will  give  me  any  in- 
structions you  think  proper ;  and  remain.  Rev.  Sir, 
"  Your  unworthy  friend  and  servant, 

^«J.  Bellamy." 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Edwards  began  his  Treatise  on  Original 
Sin,  about  this  period,  and  that  he  devoted  the  leisure  hours  of  the 
summer,  autumn  and  winter,  to  the  preparation  of  that  work.  The 
date  of  the  author's  Preface,  May  26, 1757,  shows  the  time  when 
it  was  finished  for  the  press. 

The  views  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  this  Treatise,  are  these :  that 
there  is  a  tendency  in  human  nature,  prevailing  and  efiectual,  to 
that  sin,  which  implies  the  utter  ruin  of  all ;  that  this  tendency  ori- 
gmates  in  the  sin  of  Adam,  of  which  the  whole  race  are  imputed 
the  partakers ;  and  that  this  tendency  consists,  in  their  being  left  of 
God,  at  dieir  original,  in  the  possession  of  merely  human  appetites 
and  passions,  in  themselves  "innocent,"  and  without  th.e  influx  of  those 
superior  principles,  wliich  come  from  divine  influences.  The  onlj 
guilt,  attributed  by  him  to  mankind,  before  they  come  to  the  exer- 
cise of  moral  agency  themselves,  is  tliat  of  participating  in  the  apos- 
tasy of  Adam,  in  consequence  of  the  original  constitution  of  God« 
which  made  him  and  his  race  "  one.^ 

He  supposes  this  tendency  to  sin,  pertaining  to  men,  at  their  ori- 
ginal, to  constitute  tlie  subject  of  it  a  sinner,  only,  because  he  re- 
gards him  as  a  participator  in  tliat  sin,  by  which  Adam  apostatized, 
with  his  whole  race.  This  tendency,  he  calls  "sinful,"  "  corrupt,** 
"  odious,"  etc.,  because  it  is  a  tendency  "  to  that  moral  evily  by 
which,  the  subject  of  it  becomes  odious  in  the  sight  of  (Jod.** 
(Part  I.  Chap.  11.  Sec.  III.)  He  supposes  that  infants,  who  have 
this  tendency  in  their  nature,  are,  as  yet,  "  sinners,  only  by  the  one 
act  or  offence  of  Adam  ;"  and,  that  "  tliey  have  not  renewed  \h% 
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8fct  of  sin  themselves."  TPart  I.  Chap.  IV.)  He  utterly  denies 
any  positive  agiency  of  God,  in  producing  sin ;  and  resolves  the  ten- 
dency to  sin,  into  the  "  innocent  principles"  of  human  nature ; 
(which  God  might  create,  without  sin ;)  and  the  withholding  of 
that  positive  influence,  from  which  spring  superior  and  divme  prin- 
ciples : — which  act  of  withholding,  is  not  infusing,  or  positively  ere- 
atmg,  any  thing.  These  "  innocent  principles" — such  as  hunger 
and  thirst,  love  and  hatred,  desire  and  fear,  joy  and  sorrow,  and 
self-love,  as  distinguished  from  seljishnessy — which  are  necessary 
to  the  nature  of  man,  and  belong  to  him,  whether  holy  or  sinful,  are 
not,  in  his  view,  sin»  They  barely  constitute  the  ground  of  cer- 
tainty^ that  the  being,  who  has  them,  will  sin,  as  soon  as  he  is  ca- 
pable of  sinning,  if  that  positive  influence,  from  which  spring  supe- 
rior and  divine  principles,  is  withheld ;  and,  in  this  relation,  they 
are  spoken  of,  under  the  general  designation,  "  a  tendency,"  "  a 
propensity,"  etc,  to  sin. 

The  views  of  Imputation,  contained  in  this  work,  are  such,  b^ 
had  been  long  and  extensively  entertained ;  yet,  some  of  them, 
certainly,  are  not  generally  received,  at  present.  Widi  this  excep- 
tion, the  Treatise  on  Original  Sin  is  regarded  as  the  standard  work, 
on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats ;  and  is  doubtless  the  ablest  de- 
fence of  the  doctrine  of  human  depravity,  and  of  the  doctrine  that 
that  depravity  is  the  consequence  of  the  sin  of  Adam,  which  has 
hitherto  appeared. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  tlie  reader  may  remember,  on 
account  of  the  increasing  infirmities  of  age,  had  requested  his  peo- 
ple to  settle  a  colleague  m  the  ministry  in  1752,  but  continued  to 
preach  to  them  regularly  until  tlie  summer  of  1755,  when  he  was 
in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  The  following  letter,  probably  the  last 
ever  written  to  him  by  his  son,  shows  the  gradual  decline  of  his 
health  and  strength,  during  the  two  following  years. 

"To  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  East  Windsor. 

"  Stockhridge,  March  24,  1757. 
"  Honoured  Sir, 

"  I  take  this  opportunity  just  to  inform^you,  that,  through  the 
goodness  of  Grod,  we  are  all  in  a  comfortable  state  of  health,  and 
that  we  have  heard,  not  long  since,  of  the  welfare  of  our  children 
in  New  Jersey  and  Northampton.  I  intend,  God  willing,  to  be  at 
Windsor  some  time  near  the  beginning  of  June ;  proposing  then  to 
go  a  journey  to  Boston.  I  intended  to  have  gone  sooner ;  but  I 
foresee  such  hindrances,  as  will  probably  prevent  my  going  till 
that  time.     We  rejoice  much   to  hear,   by  Mr.  Andrewson,  of 

Jour  bemg  so  well,  as  to  be  able  to  baptize  a  child  at  your  own 
ouse  the  Sabbath  before  last.     We  all  unite  in  duty  to  you  and  my 
honoured  mother,  and  iir  respectful  and  affectionate  salutations  to 
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sisters  and  couans ;  and  in  a  request  of  a  constant  remembrance  io 
your  prayers. 

'^  I  am,  honoured  Sir, 

"Your  dutiful  son, 

"Jonathan  Edwards.'* 

Notlong  after  Mr.  Edwards  had  forwarded  to  Mr.  Erskine  his 
vindication  of  himself,*  against  the  charge  of  having  advanced,  in 
the  Freedom  of  the  Will,  the  same  views  of  Liberty  and  Necessity, 
with  those  exhibited  by  Lord  Kaimes ;  he  received  from  his  firiend 
a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Objections  to  the  Essays  on  the  Principles 
of  Morality  and  Natural  Religion  examined ;"  in  which  the  opinion 
was  directly  advanced,  that,  if  it  were  really  true,  fas  Mr.  Edwards 
had  insisted  and  demonstrated  in  the  Freedom  ot  the  Will,)  that 
there  is  no  Liberty  of  Contingence^  nor  Sdf-determinirig  Power  in 
the  fVm,  as  opposed  to  Moral  JSTecessiiy^  or  the  Certain  Connecr- 
tion  between  motives  and  volitions  ;  yet  it  was  best  for  mankind, 
that  the  truth,  in  this  respect,  should  not  be  known,  because,  in 
that  case,  they  would  not  regard  either  themselves,  or  others,  as  de* 
serving  of  praise  or  blame  for  their  conduct.  In  the  foUowing  let- 
ter, Mr.  Edwards  exposes  the  folly  and  absurdity  of  this  opinion ; 
and  explains,  m  a  remarkably  clear  and  convincing  manner,  the 
practical  bearing  of  tlie  great  principles  advanced  in  the  Freedom 
of  the  Will,  on  the  subject  of  salvation.  This  letter  might  well 
have  been  publislied  at  the  time,  and  circulated  through  the  Church 
at  large.  And  we  recommend  it  to  the  frequent  and  prayerful  pe- 
rusal both  of  those  clergymen,  who  cannot  clearly  comprehend  the 
distinction  between  PA^5ica/,  and  Moral,  Inability,  and  of  those,  who 
do  not  perceive  the  importance  of  explaining  and  enforcing  this  dis- 
tinction from  the  desk ;  as  exhibiting  the  consequences  of  repre- 
senting impenitent  sinners,  to  be  possessed  of  any  other  InabiliQr  to 
repent  and  believe,  than  mere  Unwillingness^  m  a  manner  too  aw- 
ful to  be  resisted,  by  a  conscientious  mind. 

"ToMr.  Erskme. 

*«  Stockbridge,  August  S,  1767. 

"Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"In  June  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  you,  dated  January  22, 
1757,  with  "  Mr.  Anderson's  complaint  verified,"  and  "  Objections 
to  the  Essays*  exammed.'*  For  these  things,  I  now  return  yo¥ 
my  hearty  thanks. 

"  The  conduct  of  the  vindicator  of  the  "  Essays,"  from  objec- 


*  See  Vol.  II.  pp.  296—300. 

*  B^ssays  on  the  principles  of  Morality  and  Natural  Reli|poD,  by  Lord 
Kaimes. 
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tions  made  against  them,  seems  to  be  very  odd.  Many  things  are 
produced  from  Calvin,  and  several  Calvinistic  writers,  to  del'end 
what  is  not  objected  against.  His  book  is  almost  wholly  taken  up 
about  that,  which  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  ;  perhaps  only  to  anuise 
and  blind  the  common  people.  According  to  your  proposal,  I  have 
drawn  up  something,  stating  the  difference  between  my  hypothesis, 
and  that  of  the  Essays ;  which  I  have  sent  to  you,  to  be  printed  in 
Scotland,  if  it  be  ihought  best ;  or  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  think 
proper.f  I  have  written  it  in  a  letter  to  you  :  and  if  it  be  publish- 
ed, it  may  be  as  "A  letter  from  me  to  a  minister  in  Scotland.'* 
Lord  Kaimes's  notion  of  Grod's  deceiving  mankind,  by  a  kind  of  in- 
vincible or  natural  instinct  or  feeling,  leading  them  to  suppose,  that 
they  have  a  liberty  of  Contingence  and  Self-determination  offVUlj 
m  order  to  make  them  believe  themselves  and  others  worthy  to 
be  blamed  or  praised  for  what  they  do,  is  a  strange  notion  indeed ; 
and  it  is  hard  for  me  to  conjecture,  what  his  views  could  be,  in 
publishing  such  things  to  the  world. 

"  However,  by  what  I  have  heard,  some  others  seem  to  be  so 
far  of  the  same  mind,  that  they  think,  that  if  it  be  really  true,  that 
there  is  no  self-determining  power  in  the  will,  as  opposed  to  any 
such  moral  necessity,  as  T  speak  of,  consisting  in  a  ceitain  connex- 
ion between  motives  and  volitions,  it  is  of  mischievous  tendency  to 
say  any  thing  of  it ;  and  that  it  is  best  that  the  truth  in  this  matter 
should  not  be  known,  by  any  means.  I  cannot  but  be  of  an  ex- 
tremely different  mind.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  notion  of 
Liberty,  consisting  in  a  Contingent  self-determination  of  the  fVUly 
as  necessary  to  the  morality  of  men's  dispositions  and  actions,  is 
almost  inconceivably  pernicious  ;  and  that  the  contrary  truth  is  one 
of  the  most  important  truths  of  moral  pliilosophy,  that  ever  was  dis- 
cussed, and  most  necessary  to  be  known ;  and  that  for  want  of  it, 
those  schemes  of  morality  and  religion,  which  are  a  kind  of  Infidel 
schemes,  entirely  diverse  from  the  virtue  and  religion  of  the  Bible,  . 
and  wholly  inconsistent  with,  and  subversive  of,  the  mam  things 
belonging  to  the  gospel  scheme,  have  so  vastly  and  so  long  pre- 
vailed, and  have  stood  in  such  strength.  And  I  think,  whoever 
imagines  that  he,  or  any  body  else,  shall  ever  see  the  doctrines  of 
grace  effectually  maintained  against  these  adversaries,  till  the  truth 
in  this  matter  be  settled,  imagines  a  vain  thing.  For,  alk)w  these 
adversaries  what  they  maintain  in  this  point,  and  I  think  they  have 
strict  demonstration  against  us.  And  not  only  have  these  errors  a 
most  pernicious  influence,  in  the  public  religious  controversies,  that 
are  maintained  in  the  world ;  but  such  sort  of  notions  have  a  more 
fatal  influence  many  ways,  on  the  minds  of  all  ranks,  in  all  trans- 
actions between  God  and  their  souls.     The  longer  I  live,  and  the 
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more  I  have  to  do  with  the  souls  of  men,  in  the  work  of  the  minb^ 
try,  the  more  I  see  of  this.  Notions  of  this  sort  are  one  of  the 
main  hindrances  of  the  success  of  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and 
other  means  of  grace,  in  the  conversion  of  sinners.  This  especial- 
ly appears,  when  the  mmds  of  sinners  are  affected  with  some  con- 
cern for  their  souls,  and  they  are  stirred  up  to  seek  their  salvation. 
Nothing  is  more  necessary  for  men,  in  such  circumstances,  than 
thorough  conviction  and  humiliation ;  than  that  their  consciences 
should  be  properly  convinced  of  their  real  guilt  and  sinfulness  in 
the  sight  oi  God,  and  their  deserving  of  his  wrath.  But  who  is 
there,  that  has  had  experience  of  the  work  of  a  minister,  in  dealing 
with  souls  in  such  circumstances,  that  does  not  find  that  the  thing,  that 
mainly  prevents  this,  is  men's  excusing  themselves  with  their  own 
inability,  and  the  moral  necessity  of  those  things,  wherein  their  ex- 
ceeding guilt  and  sinfulness  in  tlie  sight  of  Grod,  most  fundamental- 
ly and  mainly  consist :  such  as,  living  from  day  to  day,  without  one 
spark  of  true  love  to  the  God  of  infinite  glory,  and  the  Fountain  of  aU 
good ;  their  having  greater  complacency,  in  the  litde  vile  things  of 
this  world,  than  in  him ;  their  Uving  in  a  rejecdon  of  Christ,  with 
all  his  glorious  benefits  and  dying  love ;  and  after  all  the  exhibidcm 
6{  his  glory  and  grace,  having  their  hearts  sdll  as  cold  as  a  stone 
towards  Him ;  and  their  livbg  in  such  ingratitude,  for  that  infinite 
mercy  of  his  laying  down  his  life  for  sinners.  They,  it  may  be, 
think  of  some  instances  of  lewd  behaviour,  lying,  dishonesty,  in- 
temperance, profaneness,  etc.  But  the  grand  principles  of  iniqui- 
ty, constandy  abiding  and  reigning,  from  whence  all  proceeds,  are 
all  overlooked.  Conscience  does  not  condemn  them  for  those 
things,  because  they  cannot  love  God  of  themselves^  they  cannot  be- 
lieve  of  themselves,  and  the  like.  They  rather  lay  the  blame  of 
these  things,  and  their  other  reigning  wicked  dispositions  of  heart, 
to  God,  and  secredy  charge  him  with  all  the  blame.  These  things 
are  very  much,  for  want  of  being  thoroughly  instructed,  in  that 
great  and  im^rtant  truth,  thcU  a  bad  vnU,  or  an  evil  disposition  of 
heart,  itself  is  wickedness.  It  is  wickedness,  in  its  very  being,  na- 
ture and  essence,  and  not  merely  the  occasion  of  it,  or  die  deter- 
mining influence,  that  it  was  at  first  owing  to.  Some,  it  may  be, 
will  say, "  they  own  it  is  their  fault  that  they  have  so  bad  a  heart,  that 
they  have  no  love  to  God,  no  true  faith  in  Christ,  no  gratitude  to 
him,  because  they  have  been  careless  and  slothful  in  times  past, 
and  have  not  used  means  to  obtain  a  better  heart,  as  they  should 
have  done."  And  it  may  be,  they  are  taught,  "  tliat  they  are  to 
/blame  for  their  wickedness  of  heart,  because  diey,  as  it  were, 
brought  it  on  themselves,  in  Adam,  by  the  sin  which  he  vcJuntarily 
committed,  which  sin  is  jusUy  charged  to  their  account ;"  which 
perhaps  they  do  not  deny.  But  how  far  are  these  things  from  be- 
mg  a  proper  conviction  of  their  wickedness,  in  their  enmity  to  God 
and  Christ.    To  be  convinced  of  die  sin  of  something  diat,  long 
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aso,  was  the  occasion  of  their  enmity  to  God  ;  and  to  be  convinced 
01  the  wickedness  of  the  enmity  itself;  are  quite  two  things.  And 
if  sinners,  under  some  awakening,  find  the  exercise  of  corruption  of 
heart,  as  it  appears  in  a  great  many  ways ;  in  their  meditations, 
prayers,  and  other  religious  duties,  and  on  occasion  of  their  fears  of 
hell,  etc.  etc. ;  still,  this  notion  of  their  inability  to  help  it,  excusing 
diem,  will  keep  diem  fix)m  proper  conviction  of  sin  herein.  Fears 
of  hell  tend  to  convince  men  of  the  hardness  of  their  hearts.  But 
then,  when  they  find  how  hard  their  hearts  are,  and  how  far  from 
a  proper  sensibili^  and  afiection  in  things  of  religion;  they  are  kept 
from  properly  condemning  themselves  for  it,  from  the  moral  neces^ 
$ity^  or  inability^  which  attends  it.  For  the  very  notion  of  hard- 
ness of  heart,  implies  moral  inability.  The  harder  the  heart  is,  the 
more  dead  is  it  in  sin,  and  the  more  unable  to  exert  good  afifections 
and  acts.  Thus  the  strength  of  sin,  is  made  the  excuse  for  sin. 
And  thus  I  have  known  many  under  fears  of  Ifell,  justifying,  or  ex- 
cusing, themselves,  at  least  implicitly,  in  horrid  workings  of  enmity 
against  God,  in  blasphemous  thoughts,  etc. 

"  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  they,  that  are  seeking  tlieir  sal- 
vation, should  be  brought  oflTfrom  all  dependence  on  their  own  right- 
eousness :  but  these  notions  above  all  things  prevent  it.  They  jus- 
tify themselves,  in  the  sincerity  of  their  endeavours.  They  say  to 
themselves,  that  they  do  what  they  can ;  they  take  great  pains ;  and 
though  there  be  great  imperfection  in  what  they  do,  and  many  evil 
workings  of  heart  arise,  yet  these  they  cannot  help :  here  moral  ne- 
cessity, or  inability,  comes  m  as  an  excuse.  Things  of  this  kind 
have  visibly  been  the  main  hindrance  of  the  true  humiliation  and 
conversion  of  sinners,  in  the  times  of  awakening,  that  have  been  in 
this  land,  every  where,  in  aU  parts,  as  I  have  had  opportunity  to  ob- 
serve, in  very  many  places.  When  the  gospel  is  preached,  and  its 
ofifers,  and  invitations,  and  motives,  most  powerfully  urged,  and  some 
hearts  stand  out,  here  is  their  strong  hold,  their  sheet-anchor. 
Were  it  not  for  this,  they  would  either  comply ;  or  their  hearts 
would  condemn  them,  for  their  horrid  guih  in  not  complying.  And 
if  the  law  of  God  be  preached  in  its  strictness  and  spirituality, 
yet  conscience  is  not  properly  convinced  by  it.  They  justify  them- 
selves with  their  inability  ;  [and  the  design  and  end  of  the  law,  as  a 
school-master,  to  fit  them  for  Christ,  is  defeated.  Thus  both  the 
law  and  the  gospel  are  prevented  fit>m  having  their  proper  effect. 

"  The  doctrine  of  a  Self-determining  Will,  as  the  ground  of  all 
moral  good  and  evil,  tends  to  prevent  any  proper  exercises  of 
faith  in  God  and  Christ,  in  the  affair  of  our  salvation,  as  it  tends 
10  prevent  all  dependence  upon  them.  For,  instead  of  this,  it  teaches 
a  kind  of  absolute  mdependence  on  all  those  things,  that  are  of  chief 
importance  in  this  afi^;  our  righteousness  depending  originally 
on  our  own  acts,  as  self-determined.  Thus  our  own  holiness  i3 
from  ourselves,  as  its  determinmg  cause,  and  its  original  and  high- 
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est  source.  And  as  for  imputed  righteousness,  that  should  ba?«r 
any  merit  at  all  in  it,  to  be  sure,  there  can  be  no  such  things 
For  self-determination  is  necessary  to  praise  and  merit.  Bui 
what  is  imputed  from  another  is  not  from  our  self-determiDatioB 
or  action.  And  truly,  in  this  scheme^  man  is  not  dependent  ob 
God;  but  (Sod  is  rallier  dependent  on  man  in  this  afiair:  fot 
he  only  operates  consequentially  in  acts,  in  which  he  depends  on 
what  he  sees  we  determine,  and  do  first. 

'^  The  nature  of  true  faith  implies  a  disposition,  to  give  all  the 
glory  of  our  salvation  to  God  and  Christ.  But  this  notion  is  incon* 
sistent  with  it,  for  it  in  effect  gives  the  glory  wholly  to  man. 
For  that  is  the  very  doctrine  that  is  taught,  that  the  merit  and 
praise  is  his,  whose  is  the  original  and  efiectual  determination  of 
the  praiseworthy  deed.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  must  be  a 
miracle,  if  ever  men  are  converted,  that  have  imbibed  such  no- 
tions as  these,  and  are  under  their  influence  in  their  religious 
concerns. 

"  Yea,  these  notions  tend  effectually  to  prevent  men's  evw  seek- 
ing after  conversion,  with  any  earnestness.  It  i»  manifest,  that 
men  never  will  be  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  till  their  consciences 
are  awakened,  and  they  are  made  sensible  of  Grod's  anger,  and 
their  danger  of  suffering  the  terrible  effects  of  it.  But  that  stu«- 
pidity,  which  is  opposed  to  this  awakenmg,  is  upheld  chiefly  by  these 
two  things :  their  insensibility  of  their  guih,  in  what  is  past^  and 
present;  and  their  flattering  themselves,  as  to  what  is  futurew 
These  notions  of  liberty  of  indiflference,  contingence,  and  self-de- 
termination, as  essential  to  guilt  or  merit,  tend  to  preclude  all  sense 
of  any  great  guilt  for  past  or  present  wickedness.  As  has  been  ob- 
served already,  all  wickedness  of  heart  is  excused,  as  what,  in  it- 
self considered,  brings  no  guUt.  And  all  that  the  conscience  has 
to  recur  to,  to  find  any  guih,  is  the  first  wrong  deterrainatioo 
of  the  will,  in  some  bad  conduct,  before  that  wickedness  of  heait 
existed,  that  was  the  occasion  of  introducing  or  confirming  it. 
Which  determination  arose  contingently  from  a  state  of  indifference. 
And  how  small  a  matter  does  this  at  once  bring  men's  guilt  to, 
when  all  the  main  thhigs,  wherein  their  wickedness  consists,  are 
passed  over.  And  indeed  the  more  these  principles  are  pursued^ 
the  more  and  more  must  guilt  vanish,  till  at  last  it  comes  to  nothing, 
as  may  easily  be  shown. 

"  Aiid  with  respect  to  self-flattery  and  presumption,  as  to  what  is 
future,  nothing  can  possibly  be  conceived  more  directly  tending  to 
it,  than  a  notion  of  a  liber^,  at  all  times  possessed,  consisting  in  a 
power  to  determine  one's  own  will  to  good  or  evil ;  which  implies  a 
power  men  have,  at  all  times,  to  determine  them  to  repent  and 
turn  to  God.  And  what  can  more  effectually  encourage  the  sinner, 
in  present  delays  and  neglects,  and  embolden  him  to  go  on  in  sin, 
in  a  presumption  of  having  his  own  salvation  at  all  times  at  his  corn- 
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mand  ?  And  this  notion  of  self-determination  and  self-dependence, 
tends  to  prevent^  or  enervate,  all  prayer  to  Grod  for  converting 
grace ;  for  why  should  men  earnestly  cry  to  God  for  his  grace, 
to  determine  their  hearts  to  that,  which  they  must  be  determined 
to  of  themselves.  And  indeed  it  destroys  the  very  notion  of  con- 
version itself.  There  can  properly  be  no  such  thing,  or  any 
thing  akin  to  what  the  scripture  speaks  of  conversion,  renova- 
tion of  the  heart,  regeneration,  etc.  if  growing  good,  by  a  num- 
ber of  setf-detennined  acts,  are  all  that  is  required,  or  to  be  ex- 
pected. 

^^  Excuse  me,  Sir,  for  troubling  you  with  so  much  on  this  head* 
I  speak  from  the  fulness  of  my  heart.  What  I  have  long  seen  of 
the  dreadful  consequences  of  these  prevalent  notions  every  where, 
and  what  I  am  convinced  will  still  be  their  consequences  so  long  as 
they  ccmtinue  to  prevail,  fills  me  with  concern.  I  therefore  wish 
that  the  affiur  were  more .  thoroughly  kioked  into,  and  searched  to 
the  very  bottom. 

^'I  have  reserved  a  c<^y  of  this  letter,  and  also  of  my  other  to 
you,  dated  July  25,  intending  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Burr,  to  be  by 
him  conveyed,  by  the  way  of  New-York  or  Philadelphia.  Look- 
ing on  these  letters  as  of  special  importance,  I  send  duplicates,  lest 
one  copy  should  faiL  The  pacquet,  in  which  I  inclose  this,  I  cover 
to  Mr.  Gillies,  and  send  to  Boston,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Hyslop,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Gillies.  But  yet  have  desired  him,  if  he  has  a 
more  direct  opportunity,  to  convey  the  pacquet  to  Edinburgh,  by  the 
way  of  London,  then  to  put  a  wrapper  over  the  whole,  inscribed  to 
you;  and  to  write  to  you,  desiring  you  to  break  open  the  pacquet, 
and  take  out  the  letters  which  belong  to  you. 

'^  You  will  see,  Sir,  something  of  our  sorrowful  state,  on  this  ^de 
of  the  water,  by  mv  letter  to  Mr.  M'CuUoch.  O,  Sir,  pray  for  us ; 
and  pray  in  particular,  for 

^^  Your  affectionate  and  obliged 
"  Friend  and  brother, 

'^  Jonathan  Edwards." 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Heath  of  President  Burr. — His  character. — Mr.  Edwards  ch^^ 
sen  ms  successor. — Letters  cf  Mrs.  Burr^ — To  a  gentleman  it% 
Scotland — To  a  gentleman  in  Boston — To  her  Mother. — Let^ 
ter  of  Mr.  Edwards,  to  the  Trustees  of  the  College. — Letter  of 
Mrs.  Burr,  to  her  father. — Letter  to  Dr.  Bellamy. — CouncU 
dismiss  Mr.  Edwards. — Inauguration  as  President. — First 
Sermon  at  Princeton. — Sickness, — Death. — Letter  of  Dr.  SMp^ 
pen. — Letters  of  Mrs.  Edwards,  and  of  her  daughter,  to  Jms^ 
Burr. — Deaih  of  Mrs.  Burr. — Death  of  Mrs.  Edwards. 

The  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  President  of  the  College  at  Princeton, 
and  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Edwards,  died,  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1757,  two  days  before  the  public  Commencement.  He  was 
a  native  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  was  bom  in  1716,  and  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1736.  In  1738,  he  was  ordained, 
as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Newark.  In  1748,  he 
was  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  College,  as  successor  to 
Mr.  Dickinson.  Though  possessed  of  a  slender  and  delicate  con- 
stitution, he  joined,  to  uncommon  talents  for  the  dispatch  of  bui^iness, 
a  constancy  of  mind,  that  commonly  secured  to  him  success.  The 
flourishing  state  of  the  College,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  chief- 
ly owing  to  his  great  and  assiduous  exertions.  Until  the  autunm 
of  1765,  he  discharged  the  duties,  both  of  President  and  Pastor  of 
the  Church.*  Mr.  Burr  was  greatly  respected,  in  every  station 
and  relation  of  life.  He  was  a  man  of  acknowledged  talents,  of 
sound,  practical  good  sense,  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  of  ar- 
dent piety.  Polished  in  his  manners,  he  had  uncommon  powers 
in  conversation,  and  possessed  the  happy  art,  of  inspiring  all  around 
bim  with  cheerfulness.  As  a  reasoner,  he  was  clear  and  solid ; 
and  as  a  preacher,  animated,  judicious,  fervent  and  successful. 
He  had  warm  affections,  was  greatly  endeared  to  his  family  and 
friends,  and  was  open,  fair  and  honourable,  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  mankind.  During  the  period  of  his  Presidency,  he  secured 
the  high  esteem  and  confidence  of  all,  who  were  interested  in  the 
College. — ^In  the  latter  part  of  July,  or  the  beginning  of  August^ 
being  in  a  low  state  of  health,  he  made  a  rapid  and  exhausting  vi- 


*  Tn  the  autumn  of  1756,  or  earlj  in  1757,  the  College  was  removed  to 
Princeton. 
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jsit  to  Stockbridge,  in  a  very  hot,  sultry  season.  He  soon  returned 
to  Princeton,  and  went  immediately  to  Elizabethtown  ;  where,  on 
the  19th  of  August,  he  made  an  attempt,  before  the  Legislature, 
to  procure  the  legal  exemption  of  the  students  lirom  military  duty. 
On  the  21st,  at  Newark,  being  much  indisposed,  he  preached  an 
extemporaneous  funeral  sermon,  in  consequence  of  a  death  in  the 
family  of  his  successor.  He  then  returned  to  Princeton,  and,  in  a 
few  days,  went  to  Philadelphia,  on  the  business  of  the  College. 
On  the  way,  his  disorder  took  the  form  of  an  intermittent  fever. 
On  his  return,  he  learned  that  his  friend.  Governor  Belcher,  died 
at  Elizabethtown,  on  the  31st  of  August,  and  that  he  had  been  desig- 
nated, to  preach  the  funeral  sermon.  His  wife,  perceiving  his  in- 
creasing illness,  besought  him  to  ^pare  himself,  and  decline  the  un- 
dertaking ;  but  he  felt  himself  bound,  if  possible,  to  perform  it. 
Having  devoted  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  2d,  to  the  task  of  preparing 
the  sermon,  in  the  midst  of  a  high  fever,  which  was  succeeded  by 
delirium  in  the  night,  he  rode  the  next  day  to  Elizabethtown,  about 
forty  miles,  and,  on  the  4th,  in  a  state  of  extreme  languor  and  ex- 
haustion, when  it  was  obvious  to  every  one,  that  he  oufhi  to  have 
been  confined  to  a  sick  bed,  he  with  great  difficulty  preached  the 
sermon.  He  returned  to  Princeton  the  following  day;  and  his 
disorder  immediately  assumed  the  character  of  a  fixed  and  violent 
fever,  seated  on  the  nerves.     At  the  approach  of  death,  that  gos- 

EjI,  which  he  had  preached  to  others,  gave  him  unfailing  support. 
e  was  patient  and  resigned,  and  cheered  with  the  liveliest  hope 
of  a  happy  immortality. 

The  Corporation  of  the  College  met,  two  days  after  his  death, 
and  on  the  same  day  made  choice  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  his  successor. 
Some  of  the  circumstances,  connected  with  tlie  sickness  and 
death  of  her  husband,  are  alluded  to  in  the  following  letter  from 
Mrs.  Burr,  to  a  gendeman  in  Scodand,  written  soon  after  Mr. 
Burr's  decease. 

"Honoured  Sir, 

^ "  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not  be  thought  intrusive,  if  I  acknow- 
ledge, in  a  few  lines,  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  b  August,  to 
my  late  dear  husband,  which  reached  me,  after  he  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  mortal  things.     The  afiecdonate  regard  that  you  ex- 

|)ress  for  one,  who  was  dearer  to  me  than  my  own  life,  was  extreme- 
y  affecting  to  me ;  nor  can  I  forgive  myself,  if  I  neglect  to  ac- 
knowledge it,  in  terms  of  lively  gratitude.  You,  Sir,  had  a  large 
share,  with  me,  in  that  dear  good  man's  heart,  which  he  often  ex- 
pressed, with  the  warmest  affection.  I  thought  it  might  not  be  im- 
proper, to  lay  your  letter  before  the  Trustees,  as  they  were  then 
convened,  and  it  chiefly  concemed  the  College ;  and  dien  I  sent  it 
to  my  honoured  father,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  who  is  chosen  to 
succeed  my  dear  husband }  which,  I  hope,  will  be  grateful  to  the 
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friends  of  the  Cdlege,  in  Scotland.  I  here  inclose  you,  Sir,  tiM 
last  attempt,  my  dear  husband  made,  to  serve  God  in  publU;,  and  to 
do  good  to  his  fellow-creatures — a  Sermon,  that  he  preached  at 
tlie  funeral  of  our  late  excellent  Governor.  You  wiU  not  think  it 
strange,  if  it  has  imperfections ;  when  I  tell  you,  that  all  he  wrote 
on  the  subject,  was  done  m  a  part  of  one  aitemooQ  and  evenings 
when  he  had  a  violent  fever  on  him,  and  the  whole  night  after,  1m 
was  irrational. 

"  Give  me  leave  to  beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  at  the  throne 
of  Grace,  for  a  poor,  disconsolate  widow,  and  two  fatherless  or- 
phans.    Please  to  present,  with  great  respect,  my  kindest  regard 
to  your  lady  and  daughters. 
"  I  am,  honopred  Sir, 

**  Your  most  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

<<  Esther  Burr.'' 

The  two  following  extracts  from  letters,  written  soon  after  th« 
death  of  Mr.  Burr,  will  show  the  strength  of  her  own  feelings,  as 
well  as  her  religious  sentiments,  and  the  exercises  of  her  heart. 
The  first  is  from  a  letter  to  a  near  friend  of  the  family,  m  Boston. 

"  Your  most  kind  letter  of  condolence  gave  me  inexpressible  de- 
light, and,  at  the  same  time,  set  open  afresh  all  the  avenues  of 
grief,  and  again  probed  the  deep  wound  death  has  given  me.  My 
loss — Shall  I  attempt  to  say,  how  great  my  loss  is — God  only  can 
know — And  to  him  alone,  would  I  carry  my  complaint. — ^Indeed, 
Sir,  I  have  lost  all  that  was,  or  could  be  desirable,  in  a  creature* 
— ^I  have  lost  all,  that  ever  I  set  my  heart  on  in  this  world. — ^I  need 
not  enlarge,  on  the  innumerable  amiable  qualides  of  my  late  dear 
husband,  to  one  that  was  so  well  acquainted  with  him,  as  you 
were  ;  however  pleasing  it  is  to  me,  to  dwell  on  them. — Had  not 
Grod  supported  me,  by  these  two  considerations ;  first,  by  showing 
tlie  right  he  has  to  his  own  creatures,  to  dispose  of  them  when,  and 
in  what  manner  he  pleases ;  and  secondly,  by  enabling  me  to  follow 
him  beyond  the  grave,  into  the  eternal  world,  and  there  to  view 
him,  in  unspeakable  glory  and  happiness,  freed  from  all  sin  and 
sorrow;  I  should,  long  before  this,  have  been  sunk  among  the 
dead,  and  been  covered  with  the  clods  of  the  valley. — Grod  has 
wise  ends,  in  all  that  he  doth.  This  thing  did  not  come  upon  me 
by-  chance ;  and  I  rejoice,  that  I  am  in  the  hands  of  such  a  God.** 

The  other  is  from  a  letter  to  her  mother,  dated  at  Princeton, 
Oct.  7,  1757.  After  giving  some  account  of  Mr.  Burr's  death, 
and  representing  the  sense  she  had  of  the  greatness  of  the  loss, 
which  she  and  her  children  had  sustained ;  she  writes  in  the  fol^ 
lowing  words : 

^*  No  doubt,  dear  madam,  it  will  be  some  comfort  to  you  to  hear. 
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that  God  has  not  utterly  forsaken,  ahbougb  he  has  cast  down.  I 
would  speak  it  to  the  glory  of  God's  name,  that  I  think  he  has,  in 
an  uncommon  degree,  discovered  himself  to  be  an  all-sufficient 
Grod,  a  full  fountain  of  all  good.  Although  all  streams  were  cut  off,  yet 
the  fountain  is  left  ftill. — ^I  think  I  have  been  enabled  to  cast  ray 
care  upon  him,  and  have  found  great  peace  and  calmness  in  my  mind, 
such  as  this  world  cannot  give  nor  take. — ^I  have  had  uncommon 
freedom,  and  nearness  to  the  throne  of  grace.  God  has  seemed 
sensibhr  near,  in  such  a  supporting  and  comfortable  manner,  that  I 
think  I  have  never  experienced  the  like.  God  has  helped  me  to 
review  my  past  and  present  mercies,  with  some  heart-affecting  de- 
gree of  thankfulness. 

"  I  think  God  has  given  me  such  a  sense  of  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  and  uncertainty  of  all  sublunary  enjoyments,  as  I  never  had 
before.  The  world  vanishes  out  of  my  sight !  Heavenly  and  eter- 
nal things  appear  much  more  real  and  important,  than  ever  before. 
I  feel  myself  to  be  under  much  greater  obligations  to  be  the  Lord's, 
than  before  this  sore  affliction. — ^The  way  of  salvation,  by  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  has  appeared  more  clear  and  excellent;  and  I  have 
been  constrained  to  venture  my  all  upon  him ;  and  have  found 
great  peace  of  soul,  in  what  I  hope  have  been  the  actings  of  faith. 
Some  parts  of  the  Psalms  have  been  very  comforting  and  refresh- 
ing to  my  soul. — ^I  hope  God  has  helped  me  to  eye  his  hand,  in  this 
awful  dispensation ;  and  to  see  the  infinite  right  he  has  to  his  own, 
and  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  pleases. 

**  Thus,  dear  madam,  I  have  given  you  some  broken  hints  of  the 
exercises  and  supports  of  my  mind,  since  the  death  of  him,  whose 
memory  and  example  wiD  ever  be  precious  to  me  as  my  own  life. 
O,  dear  madam  !  I  doubt  not  but  I  have  your,  and  my  honoured 
father's  prayers,  daily,  for  me  ;  but,  give  me  leave  to  entreat  you 
both,  to  request  earnestly  of  the  Lord,  that  I  may  never  despise 
bis  chastenings,  nor  fiunt  under  this  his  severe  stroke ;  of  which  I  am 
sensible  there  is  great  danger,  iC  God  should  only  deny  me  the 
supports,  that  he  has  hitherto  graciously  granted. 

*^  O,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  conduct  myself  so,  as  to  bring  dishonour 
on  my  Grod,  and  the  religion  which  I  profess !  No,  rather  let  me 
die  this  moment,  than  be  left  to  bring  dishonour  on  God's  holy 
name. — ^I  am  overcome— I  must  conclude,  with  once  more  beg- 
ging, that,  as  my  dear  parents  remember  themselves,  they  would 
not  forget  their  greatly  afflicted  daughter,  (now  a  lonely  widow,) 
nor  her  fatherless  children. — ^My  duty  to  my  ever  dear  and  hon- 
oured parents,  and  love  to  my  brothers  and  sisters. 
"  From,  dear  madam, 

"  Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter, 

"Esther  Burr." 

'*THC'news  of  his  appointment  to  the  Presidency,"  says  Dr. 
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Hopkins,  **  was  quite  unexpected,  and  not  a  little  surprising,  to  Mf. 
Edwards.  He  looked  on  himself,  in  many  respects,  so  unqualified 
for  that  business,  that  he  wondered,  that  gentlemen  of  so  good  judg<* 
ment,  and  so  well  acquainted  with  him,  as  he  knew  some  of  the 
'  Trustees  were,  should  think  of  him  for  that  place.  He  had  many 
objections,  in  his  own  mind,  against  undertaking  the  business,  both 
from  his  unfitness,  and  his  particular  circumstances ;  yet  could  not 
certainly  determine,  that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  accept  it.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  letter,  which  he  wrote  to  the  Trustees,  will 
give  the  reader  a  view  of  his  sentiments  and  exercises,  on  this  oc- 
casion, as  well  as  of  the  great  designs  he  was  deeply  engaged  in, 
and  zealously  prosecuting." 

«  Stockbridge,  Oct.  19,  1767. 
"  Rev.  and  Hon.  Gentlemen, 

"  I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  on  reccivmg  the  unexpected  notice, 
of  your  having  made  choice  of  me,  to  succeed  the  late  President 
Burr,  as  the  Head  of  Nassau  HaD. — ^I  am  much  in  doubt,  whether 
I  am  called  to  undertake  the  business,  which  you  have  done  me 
the  unmerited  honour  to  choose  me  for. — ^If  some  regard  may  be 
had  to  my  outward  comfort,  I  might  mention  the  many  inconven- 
iences, and  great  detriment,  which  may  be  sustained,  by  my  re- 
moving, with  my  numerous  family,  so  tar  from  all  the  estate  I  have 
in  the  world,  (without  any  prospect  of  disposing  of  it,  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  but  with  great  loss,)  now  when  we  have  scarcely 
got  over  the  trouble  and  damage,  sustained  by  our  removal  from 
Northampton,  and  have  but  just  begun  to  have  our  afllairg  in  a  com- 
fortable situation,  for  a  subsistence  in  this  place ;  and  the  expense 
I  must  immediately  be  at,  to  put  mjrself  into  circumstances,  tolera- 
bly comporting  with  the  needful  support  of  the  honours  of  the  of- 
fice I  am  invited  to ;  which  will  not  well  consist  with  my  ability. 

"  But  this  is  not  my  main  objection.  The  chief  difficulties  in  my 
mind,  m  the  way  of  accepting  this  important  and  arduous  office,  are 
these  two :  First,  my  own  defects,  unfitting  me  for  such  an  under- 
taking, many  of  which  are  generally  known ;  beside  others,  of  which 
f  my  own  heart  is  conscious. — ^I  have  a  constitution,  m  many  re- 
spects peculiarly  unhappy,  attended  with  flaccid  solids,  vapid,  ^zy 
and  scarce  fluids,  and  a  low  tide  of  spirits ;  often  occasioning  a  kind 
of  childish  weakness  and'contemptibleness  of  speech,  presence,  and 
demeanor,  with  a  disagreeable  dulness  and  stifl[hess,  much  unfit- 
ting me  for  conversation,  but  more  especially  for  the  government  (rf 
a  college. — ^This  makes  me  shrink  at  the  thoughts  of  taking  upon 
me,  in  the  decline  of  life,  such  a  new  and  great  business,  attended 
with  such  a  multiplicity  of  cares,  and  requiring  such  a  degree  of  ac- 
tivity, alertness,  and  spirit  of  government ;  especially  as  succeeding 
one  so  remarkably  well  qualified  in  these  respects,  giving  occasion  to 
every  one  to  remark  the  wide  diflbrence.     I  am  alsQ  deficient  in 
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^me  parts  of  learning,  particularly  in  Algebra,  and  the  higher  parts  of 
Mathematics,  and  in  the  Greek  Classics ;  my  Greek  learning  having 
been  chiefly  m  the  New  Testament. — ^The  other  thing  is  this ;  that  my 
engaging  in  this  business  will  not  well  consist  with  those  views,  and 
that  course  of  employ  in  my  study,  which  have  long  engaged  and 
swallowed  up  my  mind,  and  been  the  chief  entertainment  and  de^ 
light  of  my  fife. 

^*  And  here,  honoured  Sirs,  (emboldened,  by  the  testimony  I  have 
now  received  of  your  unmerited  esteem,  to  rely  on  your  candour,) 
I  will  with  freedom  open  myself  to  you. 

^^  My  method  of  study,  from  ray  first  beginning  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  has  been  very  much  by  writing ;  applying  myself,  in  this 
way,  to  improve  every  inq)ortant  hint ;  pursuing  the  clue  to  my  ut- 
most, when  any  thing  in  reading,  meditadon,  or  conversation,  has 
been  suggested  to  my  mind,  that  seemed  to  promise  fight,  in  any 
weighty  pomt ;  thus  penning  what  appeared  to  me  my  best  thoughts, 
on  innumerable  subjects,  for  my  own  benefit. — ^The  bnger  I  prose- 
cuted my  studies,  in  this  method^  the  more  habitual  it  became,  and 
die  more  pleasant  and  profitable  I  found  it. — ^The  farther  I  traveUed 
m  this  way,  die  more  and  wider  the  field  opened,  which  has  occa- 
sooned  my  laymg  out  many  things  in  my  mind,  to  do  in  this  manner, 
if  God  should  spare  my  fife,  which  my  heart  hath  been  much  upon ; 
particularly  many  things  against  most  of  the  prevailing  errors  of  die 
present  day,  which  I  cannot  widi  any  padence  see  maintained,  (to 
the  utter  subvertmg  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,)  with  so  high  a  hand, 
and  so  long  oondnued  a  triumph,  with  so  litde  control,  when  it  ap-^ 
.pears  so  evident  to  me,  that  there  is  truly  no  fbundation  for  any  of 
this  glorying  and  insult.  I  have  already  pubfished  something  oo 
one  of  the  mam  points  in  dispute  between  the  Arminians  and  Cal- 
i^ists  :  and  have  it  in  view,  God  wiUing,  (as  I  have  already  signi- 
fied to  the  pubfic,)  in  like  manner  to  consider  all  the  other  contro- 
verted points,  and  have  done  much  towards  a  preparation  for  it.-— 
But  beside  tl^se,  I  have  had  on  my  mind  and  heart,  (which  I  long 
ago  began,  not  with  any  view  to  pubUcation,)  a  great  work,  which  I 
call  a  History  of  the  Work  of  Redemption^  a  body  of  divinity  m  an 
endre  new  method,  being  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  history;  consi- 
dering the  afibir  of  Chrisdan  Theology,  as  the  whole  of  it,  in  each 
part,  stands  in  reference  to  the  great  work  of  redemption  by  Jesus 
Christ;  which  I  suppose  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  grand  design  of 
God,  and  the  svmnmm  and  vkimum  of  all  the  divine  operations  and 
decrees ;  particularly  considering  all  parts  of  the  grand  scheme,  in 
their  historical  order. — ^The  order  of  their  existence,  or  their  being 
broueht  forth  to  view,  in  the  course  of  divine  dispensations,  or  the 
wondeiiul  series  of  succes^ve  acts  and  events ;  beginning  from 
eternity,  and  descending  from  thence  to  the  great  work  and  succes- 
jrive  dispensations  of  the  infinitely  wise  God,  in  time,  considering  thp 
<inei  events  coming  to  pass  m  the  church  of  God,  and  revolutions 
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in  the  world  of  mankind,  affecting  the  state  of  the  church  and  tb# 
affair  of  redemption,  which  we  haire  an  account  of  in  history  or 
prophecy ;  till  at  last,  we  come  to  the  general  resurrediony  last  judg- 
ment, and  consummation  of  all  things;  when  it  shall  be  said.  It  ii 
done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omegay  the  Beginning  and  the  End. — 
Concluding  my  work,  with  die  consideration  of  that  perfect  state  of 
things,  which  shall  be  finally  settled,  to  last  for  eternity. — ^This  Ws- 
tory  will  be  carried  on  with  regard  to  all  three  worlds,  heaven,  earth 
and  hell^  considering  the  ccHinected,  succesdve  events  and  altera- 
tions in  each,  so  far  as  the  scriptures  give  any  light ;  introduebg  all 
parts  of  divini^  in  that  order  which  is  most  scriptural  and  most 
natural ;  a  memod  which  appears  to  me  the  most  beautiful  and  en- 
tertaining, wherein  every  divine  doctrine  will  appear  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  in  the  brightest  light,  in  the  most  striking  manner,  shew- 
ing the  admirable  contexture  and  harmony  of  the  whole. 

^'  I  have  also,  for  my  own  profit  and  entertainment,  done  much 
towards  another  great  work,  which  I  call  the  Harmony  of  the  Old 
and  JSTew  Testament^  in  three  parts.  The  first,  considering  the 
Prophecies  of  the  Messiah,  his  redemption  and  kingdom ;  the  evi- 
dences of  their  references  to  the  Messiah,  etc.  comparing  them  aH 
one  with  another,  demonstrating  their  agreement,  true  scqpe,  and 
sense ;  also  considering  all  the  various  particulars  wher^  those 
prophecies  have  their  exact  fulfilment;  showing  the  universal,  pre- 
cise, and  admirable  correspondence  between  predictions  and  events^ 
The  second  part,  considering  the  Types  ot  the  (Md  Testament, 
shewing  the  evidence  of  their  being  intended  as  representations  of 
the  great  things  of  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  and  the  agreement  of  the 

Spe  with  ^e  antim)e.  The  third  and  great  part,  considering  the 
armony  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  as  to  doctrine  and  pte^ 
cept.  In  the  course  of  this  w(Nrk,  I  find  there,  will  be  occasion  for 
an  explanation  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  holy  Scriptures ;  which 
may,  in  such  a  view,  be  explained  in  a  method,  which  to  me  seem* 
the  most  entertaining  and  profitable,  best  tending  to  lead  the  mind 
to  a  view  of  the  true  spirit,  design,  life  and  soul  of  the  scri{^ures,  as 
well  as  their  proper  use  and  improvement. — ^I  have  also  many  other 
tilings  in  hand,  in  some  of  which  I  have  made  great  progress,  which 
I  will  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of.  Some  of  these  things,  if 
divine  providence  favour,  I  should  be  willing  to  attempt  a  publicatioii 
of.  So  far  as  I  myself  am  able  to  judge  of  what  talents  I  have, 
for  benefitting  my  fellow  creatures  by  word,  I  think  I  can  write  bet- 
ter than  I  can  speak. 

'*  My  heart  is  so  much  in  these  studies,  that  I  cannot  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  be  willing  to  put  myself  into  an  incapacity  to  pursue  them  any 
more  in  the  future  part  of  my  life,  to  such  a  degree  as  I  must,  if  I  un- 
dertake to  go  through  the  same  course  of  employ,  in  the  office  of  pr^ 
ddent,  that  Mr.  Burr  did,  instructing  in  all  the  languages,  and  taking 
the  whole  care  of  the  instruction  of  one  of  the  classesi  in  all  parts  of 
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leanungy  besides  his  other  labours.  If  I  should  see  light  to  deter-* 
ndne  me  to  accept  the  place  ofl^ed  me,  I  should  be  wHling  to  take 
upon  me  the  work  of  a  pfesident,  so  far  as  it  consists  in  the  general 
mspecdon  of  the  whole  society ;  and  to  be  subservient  to  the  school, 
as  to  their  order  and  methods  of  study  and  instruction,  assistmg,  my- 
self, in  the  immediate  instruction  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  (as  discre- 
tion should  direct,  and  occasion  serve,  and  the  state  of  things  require,) 
especially  of  the  senior  class ;  and  added  to  all,  should  be  wilUng  to 
do  the  whole  work  of  a  professor  of  divinity,  in  public  and  private 
lectures,  proposing  questions  to  be  answered,  and  some  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  writing  and  free  conversation,  in  meetings  of  graduates, 
and  others,  appointed  in  proper  seasons,  for  these  ends.  It  would 
be  now  out  of  my  way,  to  spend  time,  in  a  constant  teaching  of  the 
languages ;  unless  it  be  the  Hebrew  tongue ;  which  I  should  be 
wilhng  to  improve  myself  in,  by  instructing  others. 

^^  On  the  whole,  I  am  much  at  a  loss,  with  respect  to  the  way  of 
duty,  in  this  important  alSair :  I  am  in  doubt,  whether,  if  I  should 
engage  in  it,  I  should  not  do  what  both  you  and  I  would  be  sorry 
for  afterwards.  Nevertheless,  I  think  the  greatness  of  the  afiair, 
and  the  regard  due  to  so  worthy  and  venerable  a  body,  as  that  of 
the  trustees  of  Nassau  Hall,  requires  my  taking  the  matter  into  se- 
rious consideration.  And  unless  you  ^ould  appear  to  be  discoura- 
ged, by  the  things  which  I  have  now  represented,  as  to  any  farther 
expectation  from  me,  I  shall  proceed  to  ask  advice,  of  such  as  I 
esteem  most  wise,  friendly  and  faithful :  if,  after  the  mind  of  the 
Commissi(Niersin  Boston  is  known,  it  appears. that  they  consent  to 
leave  me  at  liberty,  with  respect  to  the  business  they  have  employ- 
ed me  in  here." 

Soon  after  the  death  of  President  Burr,  Mr.  Edwards  addressed 
a  letter  to  his  gready  afflicted  daughter,  frtiught  with  all  die  affec- 
tionate instruction  and  consolation  which  such  a  father  could  im- 
part*   To  this  she  returned  the  follovring  answer : 

<<  To  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  Stockbridge. 

"  Princeton^  JVav.  2,  1767. 

"To  my  ever  honoured  father, 

^^HoNouBXD  Sir, 

"Your  most  affectionate,  comforting  letter,  by  my  brother  Par- 
sons, viras  exceedingly  refreshing  to  me ;  although  I  was  somewhat 
dan^>ed  by  hearing,  that  I  should  not  see  you  until  spring.f     But 


*  Unfortunately  thb  letter  is  bftt 

tWhen  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  the  letter  to  which  she  refers,  be  did  not  think 
»f  going  to  Princeton  till  spring ;  but  he  afterwards  determined  otherwise. 
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it  is  my  comfort  in  this  disappointment,  as  well  as  under  all  my  af-^ 
fliction,  tliat  God  knows  what  is  best^forme,  and  for  his  own  glory.. 
Perhaps  I  counted  too  much  on  the  company,  and  conversation,  of 
such  a  near  and  dear  affectionate  father  and  guide.  I  cannot  doubt 
but  all  is  for  the  best ;  and  I  am  satisBed  that  Crod  slaoM  order 
the  affair  of  your  removal,  as  shall  be  for  his  glory,  whatever  be^ 
comes  of  me. 

"  Since  I  wrote  my  motlier  a  letter,  God  has  carried  me  through 
new  trials,  and  given  me  new  supports.  My  litde  son  has  been 
sick  with  a  slow  fever,  ever  since  my  brother  left  us,  and  has 
.  been  brouglit  to  the  brink  of  the  grave ;  but,  I  hope  m  mercy,  God 
is  bringing  him  back  again.  I  was  enabled,  after  a  severe  struggle 
with  nature,  to  resign  the  child  with  the  greatest  freedom.  Crod 
showed  me  that  the  children  were  not  my  own,  but  his,  and  that 
he  had  a  richt  to  recall  what  he  had  lent,  whenever  he  thought  fit ; 
and  that  I  had  no  reason  to  complain,  or  say  that  (rod  was  bard 
with  me.  This  silenced  me.  But  O  how  good  is  God.  He  not 
only  kept  me  frorfi  complaining,  but  comforted  me,  by  enabling  me 
to  offer  up  my  child  by  faith,  if  ever  I  acted  faith.  1  saw  the  ful* 
ness  there  was  in  Christ  for  little  infants,  and  his  willingness  to  ac- 
cept of  such  as  were  offered  to  him.  ^^  Su^  little  children  to 
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ;"  were  comforting  words. 
God  also  showed  me,  in  such  a  lively  manner,  the  fulness  there 
was  in  himself  of  all  spiritual  blessings,  that  I  said,  ^^  Although  all 
streams  were  cut  off,  yet  so  long  as  my  (Jod  lives,  I  have  enough." 
He  enabled  me  to  say,  "Although  thou  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in 
thee."  In  this  time  of  trial,  I  was  led  to  enter  into  a  renewed  and 
explicit  covenant  with  God,  in  a  more  solemn  manner  than  ever  be* 
fore  5  and  with  the  greatest  freedom  and  delight,  after  much  self- 
examination  and  prayer,  I  did  give  myself  and  my  children  to  God, 
with  my  whole  heart.  Never,  until  then,  had  I  an  adequate  sense 
of  the  privilege  we  are  allowed  in  covenanting  with  Grod.  This 
act  of  soul  left  my  mind  in  a  great  calm,  and  stea<i^4rust  in  God* 
A  few  days  after  this,  one  evening,  in  talking  of  the  glorious  sMe 
my  dear  departed  husband  must  be  in,  my  soul  was  carried  out  in 
such  large  desires  after  that  glorious  state,  that  I  was  forced  to  re- 
tire irom  the  family  to  conceal  my  joy.  When  alone  I  was  so 
transported,  and  mv  soul  tarried  out  in  such  eager  desires  after 
perfection  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  God,  and  to  serve  him  uniii- 
terruptedly,  that  I  think  my  nature  would  not  have  home  much 
more.  I  tliink,  dear  Sir,  I  had  that  night,  a  foretaste  of  heaven. 
Thb  frame  continued,  in  some  good  degree,  the  whole  nif^t,  I 
slept  but  little,  and  when  I  did,  my  dreams  were  all  of  heavenh^ 
and  divine  things.  Frequendy  since,  I  have  felt  die  same  in  kind, 
though  not  in  degree.  This  was  about  the  time  that  God  called 
me  to  give  up  my  child.  Thus  a  kmd  and  gracious  God  has  been 
with  me.  in  six  troubles  and  in  seven. 
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^  But,  O,  Sir,  what  cause  of  deep  humiliadon  and  abasement  of 
toul,  have  I,  on  Account  of  reraaining  corruption,  which  I  see 
working  continually  in  me,  eiroecially  pride.  O,  how  many  ^aper* 
does  pride  cloak  itself  in.  Satan  is  alto  busy,  shooting  his  darts. 
But,  blessed  be  Grod,  those  temptations  of  his,  that  used  to  over- 
tfirow  me,  as  yet,  have  not  touched  me.  I  will  just  hint  at  one  or  two, 
if  I  am  not  tedious  as  to  length. — ^When  I  was  about  to  renew  ray 
covenant  with  Grod,  the  suggestion  seemed  to  arise  in  my  mind« 
"It  is  better  you  should  not  renew  it,  than  break  it  when  you  have : 
what  a  dreadful  thmg  it  wiD  be,  if  you  do  not  keep  it."  My  reply 
was,  "  I  did  not  do  it  m  my  own  strength."  Then  the  suggestion 
woidd  return,  '^  How  do  you  know  that  Grod  will  help  you  keep 
it."  But  it  did  hot  shake  me  in  the  least. — Oh,  to  be  delivered 
from  the  power  of  Satan,  as  well  as  sm !  I  cannot  help  hoping  the 
time  is  near.  Grod  is  certainly  fitting  me  for  himself;  and  when  I 
think  that  it  will  be  soon,  that  I  shall  be  called  hence,  die  thought  is 
transporting. 

^  1  am  afraid  I  have  tired  out  your  patience,  and  will  beg  leave 
only  to  add  my  need  of  the  earnest  prayers  of  my  dear  and  ho- 
noured parents,  and  all  sood  people,  that  I  may  not  at  last  be  a 
cast*a-way ;  but  that  Grod  would  constantly  grant  me  new  supplies 
of  divine  grace.  I  am  tenderly  concerned  for  my  dear  brother 
Timothy,  but  I  hope  his  sickness  wiD  not  be  unto  death,  but  for  the 
glory  of  Gdd. — ^Please  to  give  my  duty  to  my  honoured  mother, 
and  my  love  to  all  my  brothers  and  sisters. 
"  I  am,  honoured  and  dear  Sir, 
"With  the  greatest  respect, 

"YouraffiH^tionate  ana  dutiful  daughter, 

"Esther  Bubr." 

While  Mr.  Edwards  was  in  the  state  of  suspense,  alluded  to  iu 
his  letter  to  the  Trustees  of  the  College,  he  determined  to  ask  the 
advice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  tibe  ministry,  on  whose  judg- 
ment and  friendship  he  could  rely,  and  to  act  accordingly.  One 
of  those  invited,  on  this  occasion,  was  his  old  and  faithful  friend,  and 
former  pupil,  Mr.  Bellamy,  of  Bethlem ;  to  whom,  having  receiv- 
ed from  ium,  on  the  last  day  of  November,  two  letters,  dated  on 
the  12th  and  17th  of  that  month,  he  returned,  on  the  next  day,  the 
following  answer ;  which,  while  it  refers  to  the  subject  of  the  Coun- 
cil, ^ws  also,  in  a  very  striking  manner,  with  what  ease  and  rea^ 
diness,  he  could  throw  a  clear  and  certam  light,  on  any  dark  and 
diificuh  passage  of  the  word  of  God. 

"  StodAridge,  Dec.  1,  1167. 
"  Rev.  and  dear  Sir^ 

"  Yesterday,  I  received  your  two  letters,  of  the  12th  and  17th  of 
Nov^ ;  but  I  saw  and  heard  aodiing  of  Mr.  Hill.    I  thank  you  for 
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your  concern,  that  I  may  be  useful  in  the  worid. — I  latdy  witHe 
you  a  letter,  informing  you  of  our  choice  of  a  Cooncfl,  to  sit  here 
on  the  21st  of  this  month;  and  inclosed  in  it  a  letter  missive  to 
Mr.  Brinanade,  who  is  one  of  the  Council.  I  hope,  befcn^e  this 
time,  you  have  received  it.  Don^t  fail  of  letting  me  see  you  here  i 
for  I  never  wanted  to  see  you  nnn'e. 

^'  As  to  the  question  you  ask,  about  Christ's  argument,  in  John 
X.  34 — 36, 1  observe, 

^^IXrsi,  That  it  is  not  all  princes  of  the  earth,  who  are  called 
gods^  in  the  Old  Testament ;  but  only  the  princes  of  bradj  who 
ruled  over  God's  people.  The  princes,  who  are  called  gods,  in 
Psalm  82,  here  referred  to,  are,  in  the  same  sentence,  distingniidK 
ed  fipom  the  princes  of  the  nations  of  the  world — ^^  I  have  said,  Ye 
are  gods ;  but  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall  Uke  one  of  the 
princesJ* 

"  Secondly.  That  the  reason,  why  these  princes  of  Israel  were 
called  godsj  was,  that  they,  as  the  rulers  and  judges  of  God's  Is- 
rael, were  types  and  figures  of  Him,  who  is  die  True  King  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  Prince  of  Crod's  people,  who  is  to  rule  over  the 
house  of  Jacob  forever,  the  Prince  and  Saviour  of  Grod's  church, 
or  spiritual  Israel,  gathered  firom  all  nati<Mis  of  the  earth ;  who  is 
God  indeed.  The  throne  of  Israel,  or  of  God's  people,  properly 
belonged  to  Christ.  He  only  was  the  proper  Heir  to  that  throne  ; 
and  therefore,  the  princes  of  Israel  are  said  to  sit  upon  the  thront 
of  the  Lordy  1  Chron.  xxix.  23;  and  the  kmgdom  of  Israel,  un-> 
der  the  kings  of  the  house  of  David,  is  called  the  kingdom  of  the 
Lord.  2  Chron.  xiii.  8.  And  because  Christ  took  the  throne,  as 
the  Antitype  of  those  kings,  tiierefore  he  is  said,  Luke  i.  32,  to  sit 
upon  their  throne. — ^Thus,  the  princes  of  Israel,  in  the  82d  Psahn, 
are  called  gods^  and  sons  of  God^  or  "  all  of  them  Mldren  of  the 
Most  EBgh;^^  being  appointed  types  and  remarkable  rejuresenta- 
tions  of  &e  true  Son  of  God,  and  in  him,  of  the  true  God.  They 
were  called  gods^  and  sons  of  Gody  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Le^ 
vitical  Sacrifices  were  called  an  Atonement  for  sin,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Manna  was  called  the  Bread  of  Hetweny  and  An* 
gels*  Food.  These  things  represented,  and,  by  special  divine  de» 
signadon,  were  fguresy  of  the  true  Atonement,  and  of  Him  wha 
was  the  true  Bread  of  Heaven,  and  the  true  Angels'  Food ;  in  the 
same  sense  as  Saul,  the  person  e^iecially  pcnnted  out  in  the  8M 
Psalm,  is  called  <<  the  Lord^s  anotnted^^^  or  (as  it  is  in  the  origi*> 
nal)  Messiahy  or  Christ j  \diich  aro  die  same*  And  it  is  to  be  <mh 
served,  that  these  typical  gods,  and  iudges  of  Israel,  are  particu- 
larly distinguished  firom  the  true  God,  and  true  Judge,  in  the  next 
sentence,  Ps.  Ixxxii.  8,  ^*  Arise,  O  God,  thou  Judge  of  the  earth ; 
/or  thou  shalt  inherit  all  nations." — ^This  b  a  wish  for  the  comiiig 
of  that  King,  that  should  reign  in  righteousness,  and  judge  right- 
eously; who  was  to  inherit  die  G^tiles,  as  well  as  the  Jews;  aad 
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the  words,  a$  they  stand  in  connexicMi  with  the  two  preceding 
verses,  import  thus  much — ^^  As  to  you,  the  temporal  prmces  and 
judges  of  Israel,  you  are  called  gods,  and  sons  of  God,  being 
exalted  to  the  place  of  kin^s,  judges,  and  saviours  of  God's  peo- 
ple, the  Kingdom  and  Heritage  of  Christ;  but  you  shall  die  like 
men,  and  fall  like  other  princes ;  whereby  it  appears  that  you  are 
truly  no  gods,  nor  any  one  of  you  the  true  Son  of  God,  which 
your  injustice  and  oppreaAon  also  shows.  But  Oh,  that  He,  who 
is  truly  God,  the  Juc^e  of  the  earth,  the  true  and  just  Judge  and 
Saviour,  who  is  to  be  King  over  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  would 
come  and  reign !'' — ^It  is  to  be  observed,  that  when  it  is  said  in  this 
verse—"  Arise,  O  GW '— Ae  word  rendered  God^  is  Elohim — the 
same  used  in  verse  6,  "  I  have  said.  Ye  are  gods^'^^ — ^I^^have  said. 
Ye  are  elohim. 

"  Thirdly.  As  to  the  words  of  Christ,  in  John  x.  35,  "  If  he 
called  them  gods,  unto  whom  ths  word  of  God  cam£,"  I  sup- 
pose that,  by  the  u>ard  of  God  coming  to  these  princes  of  Israel,  is 
meant,  their  being  set  forth  by  specitu  and  express  divine  designa- 
tion, to  be  types,  or  figurative  significations  of  Grod's  Mind. 
Those  things,  which  God  had  appointed  to  be  types,  to  signify  the 
mind  of  G<k[,  were  a  Vinble  Word.  Types  are  called  tht  v)ord 
of  the  Lord—ds  m  Zech.  xi.  10,  11,  and  m  2Jech.  iv.  4 — 6. — ^The 
word  of  Grod  came  to  the  princes  of  Israel,  both  as  they,  by  God^ 
ordering,  became  subjects  of  a  ^ical  representation  of  a  divine 
thing,  which  was  a  visible  word  of  God ;  and  also,  as  this  was  done 
by  express  divine  designation,  as  they  were  marked  out  to  this  end, 
by  an  express,  audible  and  legible  word,  as  in  Ex.  xxii.  28,  and 
Ps.  Ixxxii.  1 ;  and  besides,  the  thing,  of  which  thev  were  appoint- 
ed types,  was  Christ,  who  is  called  "  the  Word  of  God.^^ — ^Thus, 
the  word  of  God  came  to  Jacob,  as  a  type  of  Christ,  1  Kings  xviii. 
31,  <' And  EKjat*  took  twelve  stones,  according  to  the  number  of 
the  tribes  of  Jacob,  unto  whom  the  word  or  the  Lord  came, 
saying,  Israel  shall  be  thy  name." — ^The  word  Israel  is  Prince  op 
God  : — Jacob  being,  by  that  express  divine  designation,  appointed 
as  a  type  of  Christ,  the  true  Prince  of  God,  (who  is  caUea,  in  Isa. 
xlix.  3,  by  the  name  of  Israel^)  in  his  prevailing  in  his  wresding 
with  God,  to  save  himself  and  his  family  firom  destruction  by  Esau, 
who  was  then  coming  against  him,  and  obtaining  the  blessing  for 
himself  and  hb  seed. — ^Now, 

"  Fourthly.  Christ's  aj^ument  lies  in  these  words,  The  Scrip- 
iure  cannot  be  broken.  Tliat  word  of  God,  by  which  they  are  call- 
ed gods,  as  types  of  Him  who  is  truly  Grod,  must  be  verified,  which 
they  cannot  be,  unless  the  Antitype  be  truly  God. — ^They  are  so 
caUed,  as  types  of  the  Messiah,  or  of  the  Anointed  One^  (which  is 
the  same,)  or  the  Sanctified  or  Holy  One^  or  Him  that  was  to  be 
sent ;  which  were  aU  known  names,  among  the  Jews,  for  the  Mesdah, 
{See  Dan.  ix.  24,  25 ;  Ps.  bcxxix.  19,  20 ;  P9.  xvi.  10 ,  John  ix. 
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7^  But  it  was  on  this  account,  that  those  t3rpes  or  imager  of  tfao 
Messiah  were  called  godsi  because  He,  whom  they  represented, 
was  Grod  indeed.  If  he  were  not  God,  the  word  by  which  they 
were  called  gods  could  not  be  verified,  and  must  be  broken.  As 
the  word,  by  which  the  Leeal  Sacrifices  were  called  an  Atone- 
ment, and  are  said  to  atone  for  sin,  was  true  in  no  other  sense,  than 
as  they  had  relation  to  the  Sacrifice  of  Christ  the  true  Atonement 
If  Christ's  Sacrifice  had  not  truly  atoned  for  sin;  the  word,  which 
called  the  types  or  representations  of  it  an  atonement,  could  not 
be  verified.  So,  if  Jesus  Christ  had  not  be^i  the  true  Bread  firom 
Heaven,  and  Angels'  Food  indeed ;  the  Scripture  which  called  the 
type  of  him,  the  Bread  firom  Heaven,  and  Angels'  Food,  would 
not  have  been  verified,  but  would  have  been  brc&en. 
<<  These,  Sir,  are  my  thoughts  on  John  x.  34,  etc 
^^I  am  yours,  most  affectionately, 

"J.  Edwards. 

"P.  S.  Dec.  5. — ^The  opportunity  for  the  conveyance  of  my 
letters,  to  the  ministers  chosen  to  be  of  the  Council,  your  way, 
not  being  very  good ;  I  here  send  other  letters,  desiring  you  to 
take  the  charge  of  conveymg  them,  with  all  possible  care  and 
^ed." 

The  gendemen  invited  to  the  Council,  at  his  desire,  and  that  of 
Us  people,  met  at  Stockbridge,  January  4,  1758;*  and,  having 
heard  the  application  of  the  agents  of  the  CoUege,  and  their  reasons 
in  support  ot  it  ;f  Mr.  Edwards'  own  representation  of  the  matter ; 
and  what  his  people  had  to  say,  by  way  of  objection,  against  hb  re- 
moval; determined  that  it  was  his  duty,  to  accept  of  the  mvitatioD 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  College.  When  they  published  their 
judgment  and  advice  to  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  people,  he  appeared 
uncommonly  moved  and  affected  with  it,  and  fell  mto  tears  on  the 
occasion,  which  was  very  unusual  for  him,  in  the  presence  of  oth- 
ers ;  and  soon  after,  be  said  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  given  their 
advice,  that  it  was  matter  of  wonder  to  him,  that  they  could  so 
easily,  as  they  appeared  to  do,  get  over  the  objections  he  had  made 
against  his  removal.}  But,  as  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  direct- 
ed by  their  advice,  he  should  now  endeavour  cheerfully  to  under- 
take it,  believing  he  was  in  the  way  of  his  duty. 

*I  have  ascertained  the  names  of  only  three  of  the  members  of  the 
Council — Mr.  Bellamy,  Mr.  Brinsmade,  and  Mr.  Hopluna.  This  date  is 
right,  though  it  difiTers  from  that  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Mr  Bellamy. 

f  The  agents  of  the  College  were,  Rev.  Messrs.  Caleb  Smith  and  John 
Brainerd. 

I  The  Council,  at  the  request  both  of  the  EInglish  and  Indian  congrega- 
tions at  Stockbridge,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commissioners  in  ^ston, 
requesting  that  tke  Rev.  John  Brainerd  might  be  appointed  Mr.  Edwards' 
sucoeosor  :^— the  Housatonnucks  offering  luid  for  a  settlement  to  the  Id* 
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"Accordingly,  having  had,  by  the  application  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  CoDege,  the  consent  of  the  Comnussioners  of  the  "  Society  m 
Lond(Mi,  for  propagating  the  Gospel,  in  New  England,  and  the 
parts  adjacent,"  to  resign  their  mission ;  be  girded  up  his  lobs, 
and  set  off  from  Stockbridge  for  Princeton,  in  January.  He  left 
his  famUy  at  Stockbridge,  not  to  be  removed  till  the  spring.  He 
had  two  daughters  at  Princeton ;  Mrs.  Burr,  and  Lucy,  his  eldest 
daughter,  that  was  unmarried.  His  arrival  at  Princeton  was  to  the 
great  satisfaction  and  joy  of  the  college.  And  indeed  all  die  great- 
est friends  to  the  coUege,  and  to  the  interests  of  religion,  were  highr 
ly  satisfied  and  pleased  with  the  appomtment." 

It  was  a  singular  fact,  that,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Princeton,  he 
heard  the  melancholy  tidings  of  the  death  of  his  father.  It  oc- 
curred on  the  27th  of  January,  1768,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age. 

*^  The  corporation  met  as  soon  as  could  be  with  convenience, 
after  his  arrival  at  the  college,  when  he  was,  by  them,  fixed  in  the 
president's  chair.  While  at  Princeton,  befwe  his  sickness,  he 
preached  in  the  college-hall,  sabbath  after  sabbath,  to  the  great  ac- 
ceptance of  the  hearers  ;*  but  did  nothmg  as  president,  unless  it 
was  to  give  out  some  questions  in  divinity  to  the  senior  class,  to  be 
answered  before  him ;  each  one  having  opportuni^  to  study  and 
write  what  he  thought  proper,  upon  them.  When  they  came 
together  to  answer  them,  they  found  so  much  entertainment  and 
profit  by  it,  especially  by  the  light  and  instruction,  Mr.  Edwards 
communicated,  in  what  he  said  upon  the  questions,  when  they  had 
delivered  what  they  had  to  say,  that  they  spoke  of  it  with  the  great- 
est satisfaction  and  wonder. 

"  During  this  time,  Mr.  Edwards  seemed  to  enjoy  an  imcom- 
mon  degree  of  the  presence  of  Grod.  He  told  his  daughters  he 
once  had  great  exercise,  concern  and  fear,  relative  to  his  engaging 
in  that  business ;  but  since  it  now  appeared,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
that  he  was  called  ot  God,  to  that  place  and  work,  he  did  cheer- 
folly  devote  himself  to  it.  leaving  himself  and  the  event  with  God, 
to  order  what  seemed  to  him  good. 

"  The  small  pox  had  now  become  very  common  in  the  country, 
and  was  then  at  Princeton,  and  likely  to  spread.  And  as  Mr.  Ed- 
wards had  never  had  it,  and  inoculation  was  then  practised  with 
great  success  in  those  parts,  he  proposed  to  be  inoculated,  if  the 

dian  congregation  at  Cranberry,  New  Jersey,  if  they  would  remove  to 
Stockbridge : — and  another  letter  to  the  Trustees  of  the  College,  request- 
ing that  they  would  use  their  collective  and  individual  influence,  to  procure 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Brainerd,  and  his  removal  to  Stockbridge. 

*  The  first  sermon,  which  he  preached  at  Princeton,  was  on  the  Un- 
chanffeableness  of  Christ,  in  Vol.  VIII.  It  was  upwards  of  two  hours  in 
the  delivery ;  but  is  said  to  have  been  listened  to  with  such  profound  at- 
tention, and  deep  interest,  by  the  audience,  that  they  were  unconscious  of 
the  lapse  of  time,  and  turprised  that  it  closed  so  soon. 

Vol.  I.  73 
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physician  should  advise  to  it,  and  the  corporation  would  give  their 
consent.  Accordmgly,  by  the  advice  of  the  physician,  and  the 
consent  of  the  corporation,  he  was  inoculated  February  13th.  He 
had  it  favourably,  and  it  was  thought  all  danger  was  over  5^  but  a 
secondary  fever  set  in,  and,  by  reason  of  a  number  of  pustules  in 
bis  throat,  the  obstruction  was  such,  that  the  medicines  necessary 
to  check  the  fever,  could  not  be  administered.  It  therefore  raged 
till  it  put  an  end  to  his  life,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1768,  in  the  66th 
year  of  his  age. 

"  After  he  was  sensible  that  he  could  not  survive  that  sickness,  a 
litde  before  his  death,  he  called  his  daughter  to  him,  who  attended 
him  in  his  sickness,  and  addressed  her  in  a  few  words,  which  were 
immediately  taken  down  in  writing,  as  near  as  could  be  recollected, 
and  are  as  follows : — "  Dear  Lucy,  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
*'will  ofGrod,  that  I  must  shortly  leave  you;  therefore  give  my 
"  kindest  love  to  my  dear  wife,  and  tell  her,  that  the  uncommon 
"  union,  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  us,  has  been  of  such  a 
"  nature,  as,  I  trust,  is  spiritual,  and  therefore  will  continue  forev- 
"  er :  and  I  hope  she  will  be  supported  under  so  great  a  trial,  and 
"submit  cheerfully  to  the  will  of  (Jod.  And  as  to  my  children, 
"  you  are  now  like  to  be  left  fatherless ;  which  I  hope  will  be  an 
"  inducement  to  you  all,  to  seek  a  Father,  who  will  never  fail  you. 
"  And  as  to  my  funeral,  I  would  have  it  to  be  like  Mr.  Burr's;  and 
"  any  additional  sum  of  money,  that  might  be  expected  to  be  laid 
"  out  that  way,  I  would  have  it  disposed  of  to  charitable  uses."* 

"  He  said  but  very  litde  in  his  sickness :  but  was  an  admirable 
instance  of  patience  and  resignation,  to  the  last.  Just  at  the  close 
of  life,  as  some  persons,  who  stood  by,  expecting  he  would  breath  his 
last  in  a  few  minutes,  were  lamenting  his  death,  not  only  as  a  great 
frown  on  the  college,  but  as  having  a  dark  aspect  on  the  mterest 
of  religion  in  general ;  to  their  surprise,  not  imagining  that  he 
heard,  or  ever  would  speak  another  word,  he  said,  "  Trust  in  God, 
and  ye  need  not  fear."  These  were  his  last  words.  What  could 
have  been  more  suitable  to  the  occasion !  And  what  need  of  more! 
In  these  there  is  as  much  matter  of  instruction  and  support,  as  if 
he  had  written  a  volume.  This  was  the  only  consolation  to  his 
bereaved  friends,  deeply  sensible,  as  they  were  of  the  loss  which 
they,  and  the  church  of  Christ,  had  sustained  in  his  death  :  God 

IS  ALL-SUFFICIENT,  AND  STILL  HAS  THE  CARE  OF  HIS  CHURCH.f 


*  President  Burr,  ordered,  on  his  death  bed,  that  his  funeral  should  not 
be  attended  with  pomp  and  cost ;  that  nothing  should  be  expended,  but 
what  was  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  christian  decency ;  and  that  the  sum 
which  must  be  expended  at  a  fashionable  funeral,  above  tho  necessary  cost 
of  a  decent  one,  should  be  given  to  the  poor,  out  of  his  estate. 

fThc  reader  may  wish  to  sec  the  notice  taken  of  the  death  of  Mr,  Ed- 
wards, at  the  time  when  it  occurred.     The  followiuflr  ip  the  account  of  it. 
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"He  appeared  to  have  tlie  uninterrupted  use  of  his  reason  to  the 
last,  and  died  with  as  much  calmness  and  composure,  to  all  appear- 
ance, as  that  with  which  one  goes  to  sleep." 

The  physician,  who  inoculated  and  constantly  attended  him,  in 
his  sickness,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  on  this 
occasion : 

"  To  Mrs.  Sarah  Edwards,  Stocfcbridge. 

'*  Princeton,  March  22,  1768. 

"  Most  dear  and  very  worthy  Madam, 

"  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  occasion  of  my  writing  to  you,  by 
this  express,  but  I  know  you  have  been  informed,  by  a  line  from 
your  exceUent,  lovely  and  pious  husband,  that  I  was  brought  here 
to  inoculate  him,  and  your  dear  daughter  Esther,  and  her  children, 
for  the  smaD-pox,  which  was  then  spreading  fast  in  Princeton;  and 
that,  after  the  most  deliberate  and  serious  consultation,  with  his 
nearest  and  most  religious  friends,  he  was  accordmdy  inoculated 
with  them,  the  23d  of  last  month ;  and  although  he  had  the  small- 
pox favourably,  yet,  having  a  number  of  them  in  the  roof  of  his 
mouth  and  throat,  he  could  not  possibly  swallow  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  drink,  to  keep  off  a  secondary  fever,  which  has  proved  too  strong 
for  his  feeble  frame ;  and  this  afternoon,  between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  it  pleased  God  to  let  him  sleep  in  that  dear  Lord  Jesus, 
whose  kmgdom  and  interest  he  has  been  faithfiilly  and  painfully 
serving  all  his  life.  And  never  did  any  mortal  man,  more  fully  and 
clearly  evidence  the  sincerity  of  all  his  professions,  by  one  continu- 
ed, universal,  calm,  cheerful  resignation,  and  patient  submission  to 
the  divine  will,  through  every  stage  of  his  disease,  than  he  ;  not  so 
much  as  one  discontented  expression,  nor  the  least  appearance  of 
murmurbg,  through  the  whole.  And  never  did  any  person  expire 
with  more  perfect  freedom  from  pain  ; — ^not  so  much  as  one  dis- 
torted hair — but  in  the  most  proper  sense  of  die  words,  he  fell 
asleep.     Death  had  certainly  lost  its  sting,  as  to  him. 

"  1  our  daughter,  Mrs.  Burr,  and  her  children,  through  the  mer- 
cy of  God,  are  safely  over  the  disease,  and  she  desires  me  to  send 

in  the  Boston  Gazette,  of  April  10,  1750.—"  On  Wednesday,  the  22d  of 
last  month,  died,  by  inoculation,  at  Nassau  Hall,  an  eminent  servant  of  God, 
the  Rev.  pious,  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards,  President  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey ;  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  abilities,  and  an  heavenly  temper  of 
mind :  a  most  rational,  generous,  catholic  and  exemplary  christian,  admi- 
red by  all  who  knew  him,  for  his  uncommon  candour  and  disinterested  bene- 
volence; a  pattern  of  temperance,  meekness,  patience  and  charity;  always 
steady,  calm  and  serene;  a  very  judicious  and  instructive  preacher,  and  a 
most  excellent  divme.  And,  as  he  lived,  cheerfully  resigned  to  the  will  of 
Heaven,  so  he  died,  or  rather,  as  the  Scriptures  emphatically  express  it, 
with  respect  to  good  men,  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus^  without  the  least  appear- 
ance of  pain." 
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her  duty  to  you,  the  best  of  mothers.  She  has  had  the  small-pox 
the  heaviest  of  all,  whom  I  have  inoculated,  and  Httle  Sally,  far  the 
lightest ;  she  has  but  three  in  her  face.  I  am  sure  it  will  prove  ser- 
viceable to  her  future  health* 

"I  conclude,  with  my  hearty  prayer,  dear  Madam,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  look  to  that  God,  whose  love  and  goodness  you  have 
experienced  a  thousand  times,  for  direction  and  help,  under  thb 
most  afflictive  dispensation  of  his  providence,  and  under  every  other 
difficulty,  you  may  meet  with  here,  in  order  to  your  being  more 
perfectly  fitted  for  the  ioys  of  heaven,  hereafter. 
^'I  am,  (fear  Madam, 

"Your  most  sympathizing 
"  And  affectionate  friend, 

"  And  very  humble  servant, 

"William  Shippen.^' 

This  letter  reached  Mrs.  Edwards,  while  in  a  feeble  state  of 
health,  when  she  was  preparmg  to  pay  a  visit,  first  to  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Hopkms,  at  West  Sprmgfield,  and  then  to  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Edwards,  of  Windsor,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards' 
father.  What  her  feelings  were,  and  those  of  her  family,  under 
this  unexpected  and  overwhelming  dispensation,  can  be  more  easily 
conceivea  than  described. 

"  She  had  long  told  her  intimate  friends,  that  she  had,  after  long 
struggles  and  exercises,  obtained,  by  (Jod's  grace,  an  habitual  wil- 
lingness to  die  herself,  or  part  with  any  of  her  most  near  relatives. 
That  she  was  willing  to  bring  forth  children  for  death ;  and  to  resim 
up  him,  whom  she  esteemed  so  great  a  blessing  to  her  and  her  fa- 
inily,  her  nearest  partner,  to  the  stroke  of  death,  whenever  God 
should  see  fit  to  taJce  him.  And  when  she  had  the  greatest  trial,  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards,  she  found  the  help  and  comfort  of  such 
a  disposition.  Her  conduct  on  this  occasion,  was  such  as  to  excite 
the  admiration  of  her  friends ;  it  discovered  that  she  was  sensible  of 
the  great  loss,  which  she  and  her  children  had  sustained  in  his  death ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  showed  that  she  was  quiet  and  resigned,  and 
had  those  invisible  supports,  which  enabled  her  to  trust  in  God  with 
quietness,  hope,  and  humble  joy." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  she  addressed  the  following  Letter  to 
Mrs.  Burr. 

''Stockbridge,  Aprils,  1758. 

"  My  vert  dear  Child, 

"What  shall  I  say !  A  holy  and  good  God  has  covered  us  with 
a  dark  cloud.  O  that  we  may  kiss  the  rod,  and  lay  our  hands  on 
our  mouths !  The  Lord  has  done  it.  He  has  made  me  adore  his 
goodness,  that  we  had  him  so  long.     But  my  God  lives ;  and  he 
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has  my  heart.    O  what  a  legacy  my  husband,  and  your  father,  has 
left  us !  We  are  all  given  to  God ;  and  there  I  am,  and  love  to  be. 
"  Your  ever  affectionate  mother, 

"Sarah  Edwards." 

On  the  same  sheet,  was  the  following  letter  from  one  of  her 
daughters. 

"Mt  dear  Sister, 

"My  mother  wrote  this,  with  a  great  deal  of  pain,  in  her  neck, 
which  disabled  her  from  writing  any  more.  She  thought  you  would 
be  glad  of  these  few  lines  from  her  own  hand. 

"  O,  sister,  how  many  calls  have  we,  one  upon  the  back  of  an- 
other. O,  I  beg  your  prayers,  that  we,  who  are  young  in  this  family, 
•may  be  awakened  and  excited  to  call  more  earnestly  on  God,  that 
he  would  be  our  Father  and  friend  forever. 

"  My  father  took  leave  of  all  his  people  and  family  as  affection- 
ately, as  if  he  knew  he  should  not  come  again.  On  the  Sabbath  after- 
no6n,  he  preached  from  these  words, — fVe  have  no  contirvuing  city, 
thertfore  Jet  us  seek  one  to  come.  The  chapter  that  he  read  was 
Acts  the  20th.  O,  how  proper ;  what  could  h©  have  done  more. 
Wlien  he  had  got  out  of  doors  he  turned  about, — ^"  I  commit  you  to 
God," — said  he. — ^I  doubt  not  but  God  will  take  a  fatlierly  care  of 
us,  if  we  do  not  forget  him. 

"I  am  your  ever  affectionate  sister, 

"Susannah  Edwards." 

"  Stockbridge,  ^prU  3,  1768. 

"  Mrs.  Burr  and  her  children  were  inoculated,  at  the  same  time 
that  her  father  was,  and  had  recovered  when  he  died.  But  after 
she  was  perfectly  recovered,  to  all  appearance,  she  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  violent  disorder^ .which  carried  her  off  in  a  few  days ; 
and  which,  the  physician  said,  he  could  call  by  no  name,  but  that 
of  a  messenger  J  sent  svddefnly^  to  caU  her  out  of  the  world.  She 
died,  April  7,  1768,  sixteen  days  after  her  father,  in  the  27th  year 
of  her  age.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Burr,  June  29, 1752.  They 
had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

"  Mrs.  Burr  exceeded  most  of  her  sex,  in  the  beauty  of  her 
person,  as  well  as  in  her  behaviour  and  conversation.  She  disco- 
vered an  unaffected,  natural  freedom,  towards  persons  of  all  ranks, 
with  whom  she  conversed.  Her  genius  was  much  more  than  com- 
mon. She  bad  a  lively,  sprightly  imagination,  a  quick  and  pene- 
trating discernment,  and  a  good  judgment.  She  possessed  an  un- 
common degree  of  wit  and  vivacity ;  which  yet  was  consistent  with 
pleasantness  and  good  nature ;  and  she  knew  bow  to  be  facetious 
and  sportive,  without  trespassing  on  the  bounds  of  decorum,  or  of 
strict  and  serious  religion.     In  short,  she  seemed  formed  to  please, 
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and  especially  to  please  oiie,  of  Mr.  Burr's  taste  and  character,  in 
whom  he  was  exceedingly  happy.  But  what  crowned  all  her  ex- 
cellencies, and  was  her  chief  glory,  was  Religion.  She  appear- 
ed to  be  the  subject  of  divine  impressions,  when  seven  or  eight 
years  old ;  and  she  made  a  public  profession  of  religion,  when 
about  fifteen.  Her  conversation,  until  her  death,  was  exemplary, 
as  becometh  godliness." — She  was,  in  every  respect,  an  ornament 
to  her  sex,  being  equally  distinguished  for  die  suavity  of  her  man- 
ners, her  literary  accomplishments,  and  her  unfeigned  regard  to  re- 
ligion. Her  religion  did  not  cast  a  gloom  over  her  mind,  but  made 
her  cheeriul  and  happy,  and  rendered  the  thought  of  death  trans- 
porting. She  left  a  number  of  manuscripts,  on  interesting  subjects, 
and  it  was  hoped  they  would  have  been  made  public ;  but  they 
are  now  lost. 

Mrs.  Edwards  did  not  long  survive  her  husband.  In  Septem- 
ber, she  set  out,  in  good  health,  on  a  journey  to  Philadelphia,  to 
take  care  of  her  two  orphan  grand-children,  which  were  now  in 
that  city ;  and  had  been,  since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Burr.  As  they 
had  no  relations  in  those  parts,  Mrs.  Edwards  proposed  to  take 
them  into  her  own  family.  She  arrived  there,  by  the  way  of 
Princeton,  Sept.  21,  in  good  health,  having  had  a  comfortable 
journey.  But,  in  a  few  days,  she  was  seized  with  a  \dolent  dysen- 
tery, which,  on  the  fifth  day,  put  an  end  to  her  life,  October  2d, 
1758,  in  the  49th  year  of  her  age.  She  said  not  much  in  her 
sickness ;  being  exercised,  most  of  the  time,  with  violent  pain.  On 
the  morning  of  the  day  she  died,  she  apprehended  her  death  was 
near,  when  she  expressed  her  entire  resignation  to  God,  and  her 
desire  that  he  might  be  glorified  in  all  things  ;  and  that  she  might 
be  enabled  to  glorify  him  to  the  last :  and  continued  in  such  a  tem- 
per, cahn  and  resigned,  till  she  died. 

Her  remains  were  carried  to  Princeton,  and  deposited  with  those 
of  Mr.  Edwards.  Thus  they,  who  were  in  their  lives  remarkably 
lovely  and  pleasant,  in  their  death  were  not  much  divided.  Here, 
the  father  and  mother,  the  son  and  daughter,  were  laid  together  in 
the  grave,  within  the  space  of  a  little  more  than  a  year ;  though  a 
few  months  before,  their  dwelling  was  more  than  150  niiles  apart : 
— two  Presidents  of  the  same  College,  and  their  consorts,  tlian 
whom,  it  will  doubdess  be  hard  to  find  four  persons,  more  valuable 
and  useful ! 

By  these  repeated  strokes,  following  in  quick  succession,  the 
American  Church,  within  a  few  montfis,  sustained  a  loss,  which 
probably,  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  will  never  be  equalled. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  lived  together,  in  the  married  state, 
above  thirty  years ;  in  which  time,  they  had  eleven  children,  three 
sons,  and  eight  daughters.     The  second  daughter  died,  Feb.  14, 
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1 748.     The  third  daughter  was  Mrs*  Burr.     The  youngest  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  died  soon  after  her  parents.* 

The  Trustees  of  the  College  erected  a  marble  monument,  over 
tlie  grave  of  Mr.  Edwards,  wWch  has  the  following  inscription : 

M.  S. 
Revcrendi  admodum  Viri, 

JONATHAN  EDMTARDS,  A.  M. 

Collegii  Novffi  Csesarite  Prcesidis. 
Natus  apud  Windsor  ConnecticuteDsium  V.  Octobrbj. 

A.    D.    MDCCIIT,   8.    V. 

Patre  Reverendo  Timotheo  Edwards  oriundus, 

CoUegio  YaleDsi  educatus; 

Apud  Northampton  Sacris  iuitiatus,  xv  Februarii, 

MDCCXXVI-VII. 

Illinc  dimissus  xxit  Junii,  mdccl. 

Et  Munus  Barbaros  instituendi  accepit. 

Prceses  Auloe  Nassovicie  creatus  xvi  Februarii, 

MDCCLVIII. 

Defunctus  in  hoc  Vico  xxii  Martii  scquentis,  s.  w. 
iEtatis  LV,  heu  nimis  brevis! 

Hie  jacet  mortal  is  pars. 

Qualis  Persona  quseris,  Viator? 

Vir  Corpore  procero,  sed  gracili, 

Studiis  inteneissimis,  Abstinentia,  et  Sedulitatc, 

Attenuato. 

Ingenii  acumine,  Judicio  acri,  et  PrudentiA, 

Secundus  Nomini  Mortalium. 

Artium  liberalium  et  Scientiarum  peritia  insignia, 

Criticorum  sacrorum  optimus,  Theologus  eximius, 

Ut  vix  alter  tequalis ;  Disputator  candidus  ; 

Fidei  Christianee  Propugnator  validus  et  invictus; 

Conconiator  gravis,  serius,  discriminans; 

£t,  Deo  ferente,  Successu 

FelicLssimus. 

Pietate  prsBclarus,  Moribus  suis  sever  us, 

Ast  aliis  lequus  et  benign  us. 

Vixit  dilectus,  veneratus — 

Sed,  ah!  lugendus 

Moriebatur. 

Quantos  Gemitus  discedens  ciebat! 

Heu  Sapientia  tanta!  heu  Doctrina  et  Rclirrjol 

Amissum  plorat  Collegium,  plorat  et  Ecclesia: 

At,  eo  recepto,  gaudet 

Coelum. 

Abi,  Viator,  et  pia  scquere  Vestigia. 


*  Seo  Appendix  K. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

The  writer  of  the  preceding  pages  regrets,  at  least  as  sincere' 
as  any  of  his  readers,  that  the  collection  of  facts,  which  they  co. 
tain,  is  not  more  full  and  complete ;  yet^  in  consequence  of  the  Ion . 
interval,  which  has  elapsed  since  the  death  of  President  Edward  , 
they  are  all,  which,  after  much  time,  and  labour  and  travel,  he  has 
been  able  to  discover.  Such  as  they  are,  they  constitute,  with  his 
writings,  the  body  of  materials,  from  which  we  are  to  form  our  es- 
timate of  his  character,  as  an  intelligent  and  moral  being. 

In  reviewing  them,  it  is  delightful  to  remember,  in  the  outset, 
that,  so  far  as  the  human  eye  could  judge,  the  individuals  of  both 
the  families  from  which  he  derived  his  descent,  were,  as  far  back 
as  we  can  trace  them,  distinguished  for  their  piety.  Each  married 
pair,  in  both  lines,  with  that  care  and  conscientiousness,  which  so 
generally  marked  the  Pilgrims  of  New  England,  and  their  Puritao 
ancestors,  trained  up  their  children  in  the  fear  of  God ;  and  con- 
tinued,, through  life,  to  supplicate  daily  the  Divine  favour,  on  them 
and  their  descendents,  in  all  succeeding  generations.  Their  prayers, 
ascending  separately  and  successively  indeed,  were  yet  embodied  in 
their  influence,  and  from  Him,  who  "  showeth  mercy  to  thousands 
of  generations  of  them  that  love  him,  and  keep  his  commandments," 
called  down  concentrated  blessings  on  their  common  ofl&pring.  So 
full,  so  rich,  were  these  blessings,  as  bestowed  on  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  that,  perhaps,  no  one  example  on  record  furmshes  a 
stronger  encouragement  to  parents,  to  wresde  with  God  for  the  ho- 
liness and  the  salvation  of  their  posterity. 

It  was  owing  to  the  moral  influence  thus  exerted,  ar(-  to  ih  Pi- 
vine  favour  thus  secured,  that,  when  we  review  the  cluMl'    M  .•, 
youth  of  Mr.  Edwards,   we  find  them  not  only  p.    n 
out  a  stain  upon  his  memory,  but  marked  by  a  purity  n 
lence,  rarely  witnessed  at  so  early  a  period  oi  life.    Thi    ;   h  j. ..» 
impressions,  made  upon  his  mind  in  childhood,  were  <  'Jt.  ■»>'    •    - 
quent,  deep,   and  of  long  continuance,  and  had  a  povrprl.  i  .  i  --.  - 
upon  his  ultimate  character ;  yet  the  estimate,  formed  ^"^  tKi  .  r     • 
nature  by  diflferent  persons,  will  probably  be  diflFeren:       ili-  .     - 
estimate  of  them  was,  unquestbnably,  that  they  were  r  '   :  jt-  n^.' 
of  real  religion. 

The  circumstances,  which  led  him  to  this  conclusion.  \*  oi  .•  ir*  >t 
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two :— First,  That,  after  he  had  cherished  the  hope  of  his  own 
conver^on,  for  a  considerable  period,  and  had  experienced  a  high 
degree  of  joy,  in  what  he  regarded  as  communion  with  God,  he  lost 
imperceptibly  this  spirituality  of  mind,  relinquished  for  a  season  the 
"  constant  performance"  of  the  practice  of  secret  prayer,  and  che- 
rished many  affections  of  a  worldly  and  sinful  character : — Second- 
ly, That,  when  he  recovered  from  this  state  of  declension,  his 
views  of  divine  truth,  particularly  those  connected  with  the  Sove- 
reignty of  <5od,  were  in  many  respects  new,  and  far  more  clear 
and  delightful,  than  any  which  he  had  previously  formed. 

Without  calling  in  question  the  fact,  that  a  given  individual  has, 
on  some  accounts,  decidedly  superior  advantages  forjudging  of  his 
own  christian  character,  tlian  others  enjoy ;  and  without  presuming 
Co  decide  on  the  correctness  of  the  estimate,  thus  formed  hy  Mr. 
Edwards ;  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  various  circumstances, 
which  lead  me  to  suspect,  that  it  may  perhaps  have  been  errone- 
ous :  1 .  The  declension,  of  which  he  complains,  appears  to  have 
been  chiefly,  or  wholly,  a  declension  in  the  state  of  the  affections. 
2.  Those  impressions  began,  when  he  was  seven  or  eight  years  of 
age,  and  were  so  powerful  and  lasting,  as  to  render  religion  the 
great  object  of  attention,  for  a  number  of  years.  As  made  on  the 
mind  of  such  a  child,  they  were  very  remarkable,  even  if  we  sup- 
pose them  to  have  resulted  in  piety.  3.  The  season  of  his  de- 
clension commenced  soon  after  his  admission  to  college,  when  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age.  That  a  truly  pious  child,  in  consequence 
of  leaving  his  early  religious  connections  and  associations,  and  es- 
pecially the  altar  and  the  incense  of  the  parental  sanctuary,  of  re- 
moving to  a  new  place  of  residence,  of  entering  on  a  new  course  of 
life,  of  forming  new  acquaintances  and  attachments,  of  feeling  the 
strong  attractions  of  study,  and  the  powerful  incentives  of  ambi- 
tion, and  of  being  exposed  to  the  new  and  untried  temptations  of  a 
public  seminary ;  should,  for  a  season,  so  far  decline  from  his  pre- 
vious spirituality,  as  to  lose  all  hope  of  his  own  conversion,  is  so  far 
from  being  a  surprizing  event,  tiiat,  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  perhaps 
to  be  expected.  Piety,  at  its  commencement  in  the  mind,  is  usu- 
ally feeble ;  and  especially  is  it  so,  in  the  mind  of  a  child.  How 
often  are  similar  declensions  witnessed,  even  at  a  later  age.  Yet 
the  subject  of  such  backsliding,  though,  during  its  continuance,  he 
may  well  renounce  the  hope  of  his  conversion,  does  not  usually  re- 
gard the  period  of  his  recovery,  as  the  commencement  of  his  chris- 
tian life.— 4.  He  had  not,  at  this  period,  made  a  public  profession 
of  religion ;  and,  of  course,  was  not  restrained  from  such  declen- 
aon  by  his  own  covenant,  by  communion  with  christians,  or  by  the 
consciousness,  that,  as  a  visible  christian,  his  faults  were  subjected 
to  the  inspection  and  the  censure  of  the  surrounding  world.  6. 
Though  charitable  in  judging  others,  he  was  at  least  equally  severe 
in  judging  himself.     6.  He  appears,  at  a  very  early  period,  to  have 
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formed  views  of  the  purity  of  the  christian  character— of  the  dt^ 
gree  of  freedom  from  sin,  and  of  the  degree  of  actual  holiness^ 
requisite  to  justify  the  hope  of  conversion — altogether  more  eleva- 
ted in  flieir  nature,  than  the  truth  will  warrant.  7.  That  his  view9 
of  divine  truth — particularly  of  the  Sovereignty  of  God — sho jur 
have  opened,  after  the  age  of  twelve,  with  so  much  greater  ch't  - 
ness  and  beauty,  as  to  appear  whoUy  new,  was  to  have  been  < 
pected  from  the  nature  of  the  case.  8.  At  a  subsequent  peno^, 
when  his  mind  was  incessantly  occupied  by  the  unusual  perpl** 
ties  of  his  tutorship,  he  complained  of  a  similar  declension.  '*- 
The  purity,  strength  and  comprehensiveness,  of  his  piety,  as  e:  lu 
bited  immediately  after  his  public  profession  of  Christianity,  wa.  ^ 
much  superior  to  what  is  frequently  witnessed,  in  christians  of  an 
advanced  standing,  as  almost  to  force  upon  us  the  conviction  that 
it  commenced, — ^not  a  few  months  before,  at  the  time  of  his  sup- 
posed conversion,  but — ^at  a  much  earlier  period  of  life.  Rare  in- 
.  deed  is  the  fact,  that  holiness  is  not,  at  its  commencement  in  the 
j  soul,  "  as  a  gram  of  mustard-seed,  which  is  the  least  of  all  seeds ;" 
I  and  though  in  the  rapidity  of  its  growth,  it  differs  widely  in  ^Mferent 
soils,  yet  time  is  mdispensably  necessary,  before  its  fruits  can  cover 
tlie  full-grown  plant,  like  the  clusters  on  the  vine. — ^These  conside- 
rations, and  particularly  the  last,  have  led  me  to  believe,  that  the- 
early  religious  impressions  of  Mr.  Edwards  are  to  be  regarded,  as 
having  been  the  result  of  a  gracious  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
upon  his  heart. 

Under  tliis  happy  influence,  exerted  in  childhood,  his  character 
was  formed.  It  prompted  him  then  to  study  the  ScJriptures,  to  love 
prayer,  to  sanctify  the  sabbath,  and  to  pay  an  unusual  attention  to 
the  duties  of  religion.  It  inspired  him  with  reverence  towards  God, 
and  made  him  afraid  to  sin.  It  rendered  him  conscientious  in  tbe^ 
performance  of  every  relative  duty,  in  manifesting  love  and  grati- 
tude, honour  and  obedience,  towards  his  parents,  kindness  and  cour- 
teousness  towards  his  sisters,  and  the  other  companions  of  his  child- 
ikoody  respect  and  deference  to  his  superiors,  and  good  will  to  all 
around  him.  It  led  him  also,  at  a  veiy  early  period,  to  overcome 
that  aversion  to  mental  labour,  which  is  so  natural  to  man,  and  to 
devote  himself  with  exemplary  assiduity  to  the  great  duty,  daily 
assigned  him,  of  storing  his  mind  with  useful  knowledge.  Some 
of  our  readers,  we  are  aware,  may  perhaps  regard  the  recoDecticms 
of  his  earlier  years,  as  of  litde  importance  ;  but  those,  who  cheridi 
common  sympathies,  with  tlie  whole  body  of  evangelical  christians, 
in  the  deep  interest  which  they  feel  in  his  character  and  efforts,  and 
who  reflect,  that  the  foundation  of  that  character  and  of  those  ef- 
fiwis  was  then  laid,  will  require  of  us  no  apology  for  thus  exhibiting 
the  comparative  innocence  and  purity,  tlie  docility  and  amiableness, 
tlie  tenderness  of  conscience,  the  exemplary  industry,  and  the  nr« 
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dent  thirst  for  Imowledge,  which  characterized  this  vemd  seasoa 
of  his  life. 

The  developement  of  mental  superiority,  in  tlie  childhood  and 
youth  of  Mr.  Edwards,  was  certainly  uncommon,  if  not  singular. 
Boys  of  the  age  of  eleven  and  twelve,  even  when  receiving  every 
aid  from  their  parents  and  instructors,  and  when  feeling  the  influ- 
ence of  all  the  motives,  which  they  can  present,  are  usually  unwil- 
ling, in  any  branch  of  natural  science,  to  examine,  so  as  thoroughly 
to  comprehend,  the  discoveries  and  investigations  of  others.  Still 
jnore  unwilling  are  they  to  make  this  examination,  when  no  such 
aid  is  furnished,  and  no  such  inducements  are  presented.  But 
rare  indeed  is  the  instance,  in  which  the  attention  of  such  a  boy 
has  been  so  far  arrested,  by  any  of  the  interesting  phenomena,  in 
dtber  of  the  kingdoms  of  nature,  that  he  has  been  led,  without 
prompting,  and  without  aid,  to  pursue  a  series  of  exact  observations 
and  discoveries,  as  to  the  facts  themselves ;  to  search  out  their 
causes ;  and,  as  the  result  of  the  whole,  to  draw  up  and  present  a 
hicid,  systematic  and  well  digested,  report  of  his  investigations. — 
The  examination  of  the  character  and  habits  of  the  Wood-spider, 
madeof  his.  own  accord  by  Edwards,  at  the  ag^  specified,  and 
pursued  through  a  long  series  of  observations  and  deductions,  evin- 
ces a  power  of  attention,  and  an  accuracy  of  conclusion,  which 
would  have  qualified  him  at  that  time,  if  possessed  of  the  proper 
instruments  and  specimens,  for  almost  anymvestigations  of  Natural 
History.  The  Report  of  it,  also,  if  we  except  the  childishness  of 
some  of  its  phraseology,  which,  indeed,  onlv  adds  to  its  interest,  is 
as  well  arranged  and  luminous,  as  the  well-written  papers,  which 
we  now  find  in  the  Journals  of  Science.  Perhaps  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned, whether  higher  evidence  of  a  mature  and  manly  mind,  in 
so  young  a  child,  has  hitherto  been  presented  to  the  world. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  littie  more  than  a  year,  just  as  he  attained  the 
Age  of  fourteen,  we  find  him  entering  on  pursuits  of  a  still  higher 
character.  Few  boys  of  that  age  have  sufficient  strength  of  intel- 
lect, to  comprehend  the  Essay  on  the  Human  Understanding. 
Of  those  who  have,  but  a  small  proportion  can  be  persuaded  to  read 
it ;  and  a  much  smaller,  still,  are  found  to  read  it  voluntarily,  and 
of  choice.  We  find  Edwards,  however,  at  this  period  of  life,  not 
only  entering  on  this  work,  of  his  own  accord,  and  with  deep  inte- 
rest, but  at  once  relinquislung  every  other  pursuit,  that  he  may  de- 
vote himself  wholly  to  the  philosophy  of  die  mind ;  and,  to  use  his 
own  language,  "  enjoying  a  far  higher  pleasure  in  die  perusal  of  its 
pages,  tiian  the  most  greedy  miser  finds,  wlien  gatiiering  up  hand- 
fuls  of  silver  and  gold,  from  some  newly  discovered  treasure." 
Nor  is  this  all.  While  reading  the  work  of  Locke,  he  presents 
himself  before  us,  not  as  a  pupil,  nor  simply  as  a  critic ;  but  in  the 
higher  character  of  an  investigator,  exploring  for  himself  the  uni- 
vjerse  of  n^inds,  and  making  new  and  interesting  discoveries.     Forr 
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tunately  his  investigations  are  preserved,  and  may  be  compared 
with  the  efforts'  of  other  distingui^ed  men,  at  the  same  period  of 
life,  m  other  countries  and  in  other  ages.  And  if  any  one  of  all  those 
efforts  discovers  greater  perspicacity  and  mental  energy,  than  the 
"  Notes  on  the  Mind  ;"  particularly,  the  articles  entided.  Beings 
Space,  Motion,  GennSy  the  Will,  and  Excellency;  we  are  yet  to 
learn  where  it  is  to  be  found,  and  who  was  its  author.  The  discus- 
sion of  the  very  important  and  difficult  question,  in  the  last  of  these 
articles,  What  is  the  Foundation  of  Excellency — of  Excel- 
lency in  its  most  enlarged  acceptation,  in  things  material  and  spi- 
ritual, in  things  intellectual,  imaginative  and  moral, — ^is  not  only 
original,  as  to  its  youthful  author,  and  [Hrofound,  but  is  even  now, 
we  believe,  in  various  respects,  new  to  tlie  investigations  of  philo- 
sophy.* The  Notes  on  Natural  Science,  furnish  similar 
proofs  of  high  mental  euperiority  ;  and,  by  their  variety  of  topics, 
their  general  accuracy,  and  their  originality,  evince  a  power  and 
comprehension,  discovered  by  only  here  and  there  an  individual, 
when  possessed  of  the  full  maturity  of  his  faculties.  His  habits  of 
thinking  and  reasoning,  at  this  time  of  life,  appear  to  have  been  as 
severe,  as  exact  and  as  successful,  as  those  of  the  most  accomplish- 
ed scholars  usually  are,  in  the  vigour  of  manhood.  The  plan  of 
study,  itself,  which  he  then  formed,— of  studymg  with  his  pen;  and 
of  immediately,  and  of  course,  employing  the  principles  of  the  sci- 
ence he  was  examining,  which  had  been  already  detailed  and  de- 
monsmited  by  others,  in  the  discovery  of  new  principles,^s  at  least 
equal  evidence  of  the  same  superiority.  So  vigorous  was  the  men- 
tal soil,  that  the  seeds  of  thought  could  not  be  implanted  therein, 
without  being  quickened  at  once,  and  made  to  grow  into  a  rich  and 
abundant  harvest.  Looking  at  these  two  series  of  Notes,  in  con- 
nection with  the  plan  of  study  under  which  they  grew,  and  then 
comparing  them,  by  tlie  aid  of  recollection,  with  the  effi>rts  oi  other 
children  and  youths  of  uncommon  promise  ;  we  instinctively  ask, 
When,  and  where,  has  tlie  individual  lived,  who  has  left  behind  him 
substantial  proofs,  that  he  has  possessed,  at  the  same  age,  a  mind 
more  powerful,  comprehensive  or  creative  ? 

These  conclusions  are  only  confirmed,  by  the  survey  of  his  suc- 
ceeding years.  Though  drawn  away  from  tlie  entire  devotion  of 
his  mind  to  his  collegiate  studies,  by  (what  were  to  him)  the  alluring 
blandishments  of  Mental  philosophy,  he  yet  sustained  in  his  class 
the  first  standing  as  a  scholar ;  and,  though  leaving  cdlege  when 
sixteen,  he  was  not  too  young  to  receive  its  highest  honours.  Hav- 
ing entered  the  desk  at  eighteen,  he  was,  after  a  few  trials,  designa** 
ted  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  a  superior  character,  for  a  veiy 


*  The  last  article  under  this  head,  i«  obviously  the  foundation  t)f  the  au- 
tbor's  subsequent  Treatise  on  the  Nature  of  True  Virtue. 
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important  and  difficult  station ;  to  which,  as  well  as  to  various  other 
interesting  fields  of  labour,  he  received  most  pressing  invitations. 

The  extraordinary  difficulties  and  perplexities  of  the  college, 
while  he  was  one  of  its  officers,  sufficient  «s  they  were  to  have  over- 
whelmed a  common  mind,  only  served  to  furnish  him  and  his  col- 
leagues a  fairer  opportunity,  to  show  forth  the  superiority  of  their 
own  character.  By  their  wisdom  and  fidelity,  the  college  was 
preserved  and  enlarged,  when  in  imminent  danger  of  ruin ;  and  the 
period  of  their  administration  will  ever  be  regarded,  as  one  of  the 
most  important  «ras  in  its  history. 

While  the  review  of  the  childhood  and  youth  of  Mr,  Edwards 
thus  forces  upon  us  the  <ionviction,  that,  in  the  early  developement 
of  extraordinary  mental  powers,  he  has  had  few  equals ;  and  enables 
us  to  reflect,  with  pleasure,  that  these  powers  were  never  prostituted 
to  folly,  or  to  vice,  but,  fix)m  the  beginning  were  faithfully  devoted 
to  the  great  end  for  which  they  were  giv^n ;  it  also  leads  us  to  re- 
mark, that  his  character,  as  a  moral  being,  was  thoroughly  formed 
and   established,  at   a  very  early  period  of  life.     Like  a  dutiful 
ohild,  he  listened,  indeed,  to  the  counsels  of  his  parents,  as  to  the 
principles  by  which  his  conduct  bliould  be  regulated ;   but  he  also 
examined  for  himself  the  foundations  of  those  principles,  and,  hav- 
ing pliscovered  that  they  were  firm  and  immoveable,  formed  out  of 
them  a  series  of  rules,  for  the  systematic  regulation  of  his  own  con- 
duct.    These  rules,  particularly  as  exemplified  in  tlie  journal  of  his 
•daily  life,  evince  not  only  a  pure  and  tiansparent  sincerity,  and  the 
greatest  openness  of  soul  towards  God  ;  as  well  as  an  inspection, 
metaphysically  accurate,  of  his  own  mind,  and  a  thorough  acquaint- 
imce  with  his  own  heart ;  but  a  knowledge  of  his  duty, — ^to  God, 
his  fellow-men  and  himself, — and  a  conscientiousness  in  performing 
it,  which  are  usually  the  result  of  great  wisdom  and  piety,  combi- 
ned with  long  experience.     They  giew,  obviously,  out  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  turn  every  occurrence  of  life  to  a  religious  use,  and  thus  to 
grow  wiser  and  better,  continually,  under  the  course  of  discipline, 
to  which  the  providence  of  God  subjected  him.     They  appear  to 
have  been  made  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  die  Omniscient 
eye,  with  a  solemn  conviction  that  he  was  an  imniorlal  being,  form- 
.ed  to  act  on  the  same  theatre  with  God,  and   angels,  and  the  just 
made  perfect,  in  carrying  forward  the  kingdom  of  holiness  and  joy, 
in  its  ever  enlarging  progress.     Viewing  himself,  as  just  entering  oa 
■this  career  of  glory,  he  adopted,  for  the  permanent  direction  of  his 
course,  the  best  and  noblest  resolution,  that  an  intelligent  being  caa 
form ; — "  Resolved,  That  I  will  do  wJmtsoever  I  think  to  be  most 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  my  own  good,  profit  and  pleasure,  in  the 
whole  of  my  duration ;  without  any  consideration  of  tlie  timcy  whe- 
ther now,  or  never  so  many  myriads  of  ages  hence  :  resolved,  to  do 
whatsoever  I  think  to  be  my  duty,  and  most  for  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  mankind  in  general;  resolved,  so  to  do,  whatever  diffi- 
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ctdties  I  meet  with,  how  many  soever,  and  how  great  soever.*'  In 
the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  we  find  him,  with  all  the  earnestness  of 
which  he  was  capable,  giving  up  himself  to  God, — all  tliat  he  was, 
and  all  that  he  possessed, — so  as  habitually  to  feel  that  he  was  in 
no  respect  his  own,  and  could  challenge  no  right  to  the  faculties  of 
his  body,  to  the  powers  of  his  mind,  or  the  affections  of  his  heart; 
receiving  Christ  as  a  prince,  and  a  saviour,  under  a  solemn  cove- 
nant to  adhere  to  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  gospel,  however 
hazardous  and  difficult  the  profession  and  practice  oi  it  might  be  ; 
and  taking  the  Holy  Spirit  as  his  teacher,  sanctifier  and  only  conl* 
forter.  And,  in  accordance  with  both,  we  find  him,  at  this  time, 
regularly  making  the  glory  of  God  the  great  end  for  which  he  liv- 
ed ;  habitually  trusting  in  God,  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  feel  no 
uneasiness  about  his  worldly  condition  ;  maintaining  the  most  open 
and  confidential  intercourse  with  his  Maker ;  cherishing  exalted 
tlioughts  of  Christ  and  his  salvation ;  feeling  himself  to  be  a  part  of 
Christ,  and  to  have  no  separate  interest  from  his ;  exercising  a  filial 
and  delightful  sense  of  dependence  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  dwiy 
communication  of  his  grace  5  regarding  communion  with  (xod  as 
the  very  life  and  sustenance  of  the  soul ;  delighting  in  praising 
Crod,  and  in  singing  his  praises,  and  as  much  when  alone,  as  in  the 
company  of  others  ;  often  observing  days  of  secret  fasting,  that  he 
might  discover,  and  repent  of,  and  renounce  every  sin  ;  maintahi- 
ing  a  constant  warfare  against  sin  and  temptatbn  ;  frequently  re* 
newing  his  dedication  of  himself  to  God  ;  conversing  daily  and 
familiarly  with  his  own  death  and  his  own  final  trial ;  rejoicing  ha- 
bitually in  the  divine  perfections  and  the  divine  government ;  reve- 
rentially acknowledging  the  divine  hand  in  all  the  works  of  nature, 
and  in  all  the  events  of  providence ;  exhibiting  a  calm  and  sweet 
submission  to  the  divine  will  under  all  the  afflictions  of  life,  so  that 
he  could  regard  afflictions  as  real  and  great  blessings ;  and  enabled 
so  to  live  with  God.  from  day  to  day,  and  from  hour  to  hour,  as  to 
be  delightfully  conscious  01  his  presence,  to  refer  his  inmost  mind 
to  the  inspection  of  his  eye,  to  value  his  approbation  above  all  things 
else,  to  cherish  a  joyful  sense  of  union  to  him,  to  converse  with 
him,  as  a  father,  concerning  his  wants,  infirmities  and  sins,  his  dan- 
gers, duties  and  trials,  his  joys  and  sorrows,  his  fears  and  desires, 
his  hopes  and  prospects,  and  to  commune  with  him  in  all  his  works 
and  dispensations,  in  his  perfections  and  his  glory.  And,  as  the 
result  of  this,  we  find  the  Spirit  of  God  unfolding  to  him  the  won- 
ders of  divine  truth ;  vouchsafing  to  him  joyful  and  glorious  disoov* 
eries  of  the  perfections  of  God,  as  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  enabling  him  to  live,  as  in  the  immediate  presence  and 
vision  of  the  things  that  are  unseen  and  eternal;  and  communicating 
to  him  a  joyful  assurance  of  the  favour  of  God,  and  of  a  tide  to  future 
glory. 

This  stftte  of  his  heart  towards  God,  prepared  him  for  a  just  es*- 
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timate  of  his  own  character,  for  the  formation  of  the  best  hal[>its, 
and  for  a  conscientious  and  faithful  government  over  himself.  The 
daily  and  careful  survey  of  his  sins,  by  the  light  of  the  divine  holi- 
ness, enabled  him  to  discover  the  deceitfulness  of  his  own  heart, 
and  led  him  habitually  to  abhor  himself,  to  form  none  but  humbling 
and  abasing  views  of  his  own  attainments  in  piety,  and  to  esteem 
OtI)ers  better  than  himself.  There  was  something  extremely  deli- 
cate in  his  constitution ;  which  always  obliged  him  to  the  exactest 
rules  of  temperance,  and  every  method  of  cautious  and  prudent 
living.  His  temperance  was  the  result  of  principle.  It  was  not 
the  mere  ordinary  care  and  watchfulness  of  temperate  people,  but 
such  a  degree  of  self-denial,  both  as  to  the  quantity  artd  quality  of  his 
food,  as  left  his  mind,  in  every  part  of  the  day,  alike  unclouded  in 
its  views,  and  unembarrassed  in  its  movements.  We  have  seen, 
from  his  diary,  that  he  rose  at  a  very  early  hour,  throughout  the 
year  f  that,  in  the  morning,  he  considered  well  the  business  and 
studies,  of  the  day,  resolved  to  pursue  that  which  was  the^most  im- 
portant; that  his  habits  of  punctuaUty  were  exact  and  thorough ;  th^ft 
be  husbanded  his  time,  as  the  miser  guards  his  choicest  treasures ; 
not  losing  it  even  in  his  walks,  his  rides,  or  his  journeys ;  and  not 
allowing  himself  to  leave  his  study  for  the  table,  if  his  mind  would 
thereby  lose  its  brighter  moments,  and  itJ  happier  sequences  of 
thought  and  discovery ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  regularity 
of  liie,  and  an  exact  and  punctilious  regard  to  bodily  exercise,  he  was 
enabled  to  spend  an  unusual  portion  of  every  day,  in  severe  and 
laborious  mental  application.  Let  it  also  be  remembered,  by 
every  clergyman,  that  notwithstanding  the  exact  discipline  to  whicfa^ 
his  mind  had  been  subjected,  by  the  course  of  his  education,  and; 
by  his  long  devotion  to  metaphysical  pursuits,  he  continued  his  at- 
tention to  mathematical  studies,  as  a  source,  alike,  of  recreation; 
and  improvement,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  ministerial  life. 

The  habits  of  his  religious  life,  which  he  formed  in  his  youth, 
were  not  less  thorough  and  exact.  His  observation  of  die  sabbath 
was  such  as  to  make  it,  throughout,  a  day  of  real  religion ;  so  that 
not  only  were  his  conversation  and  reading  conformed  to  the  great 
design  of  the  day,  but  he  allowed  himself  in  no  thoughts  or  medi- 
tations, which  were  not  decidedly  of  a  religious  character.  It  was 
his  rule,  not  only  to  search  the  Scriptures  daily,  but  to  study  them 
so  steadily,  constantly  and  frequently,  as  that  he  might  perceive  a 
regular  and  obvious  growth  in  his  knowledge  of  them.  By  prayer 
and  self-application,  he  took  constant  care  to  render  them  the 

*On  a  preceding  page  it  is  stated,  on  tbe  authority  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  that 
he  reffularly  speat  thirteen  hours,  every  day,  in  close  study.  After  receiv- 
ing the  invitation  to  Princeton,  he  told  his  eldest  son,  that  he  had  for  many 
years  Bpeutfourleen  ftoun  a  day  in  study ;  and  mentioned  the  necessity  of 
giving  up  a  part  of  this  time  to  other  pursuits,  asoneof  his  chief  objections 
against  accepting  the  office  of  President. 
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means  of  progressive  sanctification.  He  made  a  secret  of  his  pri- 
vate devotions,  observes  Dr.  Hopkins,  and  therefore  they  cannot 
be  particularly  known ;  though  there  is  much  evidence  that  he  was 
punctual,  constant  and  frequent,  in  secret  prayer,  and  often  kept 
days  of  fasting  and  prayer  in  secret,  and  set  apart  time  for  serious, 
devout  meditations  on  spiritual  and  eternal  things,  as  part  of  his  re- 
ligious exercises  in  secret.  It  appears  from  his  Diary,  that  his  stated 
reasons  of  secret  prayer  were,  from  his  youth,  three  times  a  day, — in 
his  journeys,  as  well  as  at  home.  He  was,  so  far  as  can  be  known, 
uiuch  on  his  knees  in  secret,  and  in  devoul  reading  of  God's  word, 
and  meditation  u|K)n  it.  And  his  constant,  solemn  converse  with 
God,  in  these  exercises  of  secret  religion,  made  his  face,  as  it  were, 
to  shine  before  others.  His  appearance,  his  countenance,  his  words 
and  whole  demeanour,  were  attended  with  a  seriousness,  gravity 
and  solemnity,  which  was  the  natural,  genuine,  indication  and  ex- 
pression, of  a  deep  abiding  sense  of  divine  things  on  his  mind,  and 
of  his  liviyg  constantly  in  tlie  fear  of  God.  His  watchfulness  over 
himself — over  his  external  conduct  and  over  his  secret  thoughts 
•nd  purposes — ^was  most  thorough  and  exemplary.  The  fear  of 
God,  and  a  consciousness  of  his  own  weakness,  made  him  habitu- 
ally apprehensive  of  sin,  and  led  him  most  carefully  to  avoid  every 
temptation.  His  self-examination  was  regular,  universal,  and  in  a 
sense  constant.  Every  moniing  he  endeavoured  to  foresee,  and  to 
guard  against,  the  dangers  of  the  day.  Every  night  he  carefully 
reviewed  the  conduct  of  his  mind,  during  its  progress,  and  enquir- 
e^l,  wherein  he  had  been  negligent;  what  sin  he  had  committed ; 
idierein  he  had  denied  himself;  and  regularly  kept  an-account  of 
every  thing,  which  he  found  to  be  wrong.  This  record  he  review- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  week,  of  the  month,  and  of  the  year,  and  on 
the  occurrence  of  every  important  change  in  life ;  that  he  might 
know  his  own  condition,  and  that  he  might  carry  his  sins  in  humble 
confession  before  God.  Whenever  he  so  much  questioned  whe- 
ther he  had  done  his  duty,  as  that  the  quiet  of  his  mind  was  there- 
by disturbed,  he  regularly  set  it  down,  that  he  might  examine  it» 
real  nature  ;  and,  if  found  in  any  respect  to  be  wrong,  might  put  it 
away.  Every  course  of  conduct,  which  led  him  in  the  least  to 
doubt  of  the  love  of  God ;  every  action  of  his  mind,  the  review  of 
which  would  give  him  uneasiness  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  on  his 
final  trial ;  he  endeavoured,  with  all  his  strength,  to  avoid.  Every 
obvious  sin,  he  traced  back  to  its  original,  that  he  might  afterward 
know  where  his  danger  lay.  Every  desire,  whicli  might  prove  the 
occasion  of  sin, — tlie  desire  of  wealth,  of  ease,  of  pleasure,  of  in- 
fluence, of  fame,  of  popularity, — as  well  as  every  bodily  appetite, 
he  strove  not  only  to  watch  against,  but  habitually  and  unceasingly 
to  mortify ;  regarding  occasions  of  great  self-denial  as  glorious  op- 
portunities of  destroying  sin,  and  of  confirming  himself  in  holiness; 
and  uniformly  finding  that  his  greatest  mortifications  were  succeeded 
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by  the  greatest  comforts.  On  the  approach  of  affliction,  he  search- 
ed out  the  sin,  which  he  ought  especially  to  regard,  as  calling  for 
such  a  testimony  of  the  divine  displeasure,  that  he  might  receive 
die  chastisement  with  entire  submission,  and  be  concerned  about 
nothing  but  his  duty  and  his  sin.  The  virtues  and  sins  of  others 
led  him  to  examme  himself,  whether  he  possessed  the  former,  and 
whether  he  did  not  practice  the  latter.  Thus  bis  whole  life  was  a 
continued  course  of  self-examination ;  and  in  the  duty  of  secret 
fasting,  and  humiliation,  which  he  very  frequendy  observed, — a 
duty  enjoined  by  Christ,  on  his  followers,  as  explicidy,  and  in  the 
same  terms,  as  the  duty  of  secret  prayer;  enjoined  too,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  discovery,  confession,  and  purificadon, — ^he  was  accus- 
tomed, with  the  greatest  unreservedness  of  which  he  was  capable, 
to  declare  h^^  ways  to  God,  and  to  lay  open  his  soul  before  him, 
all  his  sms,  temptadons,  difficuldes,  sorrows  and  fears,  as  well  as 
his  desires  and  hopes;  that  the  light  of  God's  countenance , might 
shine  upon  him  without  obstrucdon. 

The  fear.of  Crod  had  a  controlling  influence,  also,  in  reguladng 
his  intercourse  with  mankind.  The  basis  of  that  intercourse,  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  and  mdeed  of  his  whole  character,  was  evan- 
gelical integrity, — ^a  settled  unbending  resolution  to  do  what  he 
thought  right,  whatever  self-denial  or  sacrifices  it  might  cost  him. 
This  trait  of  character  he  early  discovered,  in  the  unfavourable  esti- 
mate, which  he  formed,  of  his  youthful  attainments  in  religion ;  and 
in  the  severe  judgment,  which  he  passed  upon  die  period  of  his  offi- 
cial connection  with  college,  as  a  period  of  marked  declension  in 
his  christian  life.  He  discovered  it,  during  that  connection,  in  his 
most  conscientious  and  honourable  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
that  institution,  under  uncommon  difficulties  and  trials.  He  disco- 
vered it  during  his  ministry  at  Nordiampton,  in  the  very  laborious 
performance  of  every  ministerial  duty,  and  in  liis  firm  and  fearless 
defence  of  the  truth,  in  opposition  to  numbers,  power  and  influence. 
He  discovered  it  eminendy  in  the  affair  of  his  dismission.  His 
conscience  at  first  hesitated,  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  die  prevailing 
mode  of  admission  to  the  church.  Still,  he  regarded  the  questicxi 
as  altogether  doubtful.  It  had  been  once  publicly  discussed ;  his 
own  colleague  and  grandfather,  who  had  introduced  it  at  North- 
ampton, bemg  one  of  the  combatants ;  and  the  victory  had  been 
supposed  to  be  on  kis  side,  and  in  favour  of  the  existing  mode. 
The  churches  of  the  county  had  adopted  it ;  and  the  whole  cur- 
rent of  public  opinion, — ^the  united  voice  of  wealdi,  fashion,  num- 
bers, learning  and  influence., — ^was  in  its  favour.  If  he  decided 
against  continuing  the  practice,  all  diese  would  certainly  be  com- 
bined against  him ;  his  people  would  demand  his  dismission,  before 
a  tribunal  which  had  prejudged  the  case ;  his  only  means  of  sup- 
porting a  young  and  numerous  family  would  be  taken  away,  at  a 
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time  of  life,  when  an  adequate  provision  for  their  wants  would  pro- 
bably involve  him  in  extreme  embarrassment.  Yet  none  of  these 
things  moved  him;  and  his  only  anxiety  was,  to  ascertain  and  to 
perform  his  duty.  He  discovered  it,  in  the  same  manner,  in  the 
controversy  at  Stockbridge.  There,  the  same  influence,  which,  in 
the  former  case,  had  effected  his  dismissbn,  he  knew  would  be 
combined  against  him,  with  increased  hostility,  and  in  all  probability 
would  deprive  his  family  a  second  time  of  their  support ;  unless  he 
sat  quietly  by,  and  saw  the  charities  of  christian  plulandiropy  per- 
verted to  sources  of  private  emolument.  But  in  such  a  crisis  he 
could  not  deliberate  for  a  moment. 

^^  He  had  a  strict  and  inviolable  regard  to  justice,  in  all  his  deal- 

yings  with  his  neighbours,  and  was  very  careful  to  provide  things 
.     honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men ;  so  that  scarcely  a  man  had  arqr  deal- 
ings with  him,  who  was  not  conscious  of  his  uprightness. 

^^  His  great  benevolence  to  mankind  discovered  itself,  among 
other  ways,  by  the  uncomtnon  regard  he  showed  to  liberality,  and 
charity  to  the  poor  and  distressed.  He  was  much  in  recommend- 
ing this,  both  in  his  public  discourses,  and  in  private  conversation. 
He  often  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  professed  christians  were 
greatly  deficient  in  this  duty,  and  much  more  so  than  in  most  other 
parts  of  external  Christianity.  He  often  observed  bow  much  this 
IS  spoken  of,  recommended  and  encouraged,  m  the  holy  Scriptures, 
especially  in  the  New  Testament  And  it  was  his  opmion,  that 
every  particular  church  ought,  by  frequent  and  liberal  contributions, 
to  maintain  a  public  stock,  that  might  be  ready  for  the  poor  and 
necessitous  members  of  that  church ;  and  that  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  deacons  is,  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  in  the  faithful  and  judi- 
cious improvement  and  distribution  oi  the  church's  contributions, 
lodged  in  their  hands.  And  he  did  not  content  himself  with  mereh- 
recommending  charity  to  others,  but  practised  it  much  himself: 
though,  according  to  his  Master's  advice,  he  took  great  care  to  con- 
ceal his  acts  of  charity;  by  which  means,  doubtless,  most  of  his 
alms-deeds  will  be  unknown  till  the  Resurrection,  but  which,  if 
known,  would  prove  him  to  have  been  as  honourable  an  example 
of  charity,  as  almost  any  that  can  be  produced.  This  is  not  mere 
conjecture,  but  b  evident  many  ways.  He  was  fwward  to  give, 
on  all  public  occasions  of  charity ;  though,  when  it  could  properly 
be  done,  he  always  concealed  the  sum  given.  And  some  instances 
of  his  giving  more  privately  have  accidentally  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  others,  in  which  his  liberality  appeared  in  a  very  extraor- 
dinary degree.  One  of  the  instances  was  this :  upon  lus  hearing 
that  a  poor  obscure  man,  whom  he  never  saw,  or  any  of  his  kmd- 
red,  was,  by  an  extraordinary  bodily  disorder,  brought  to  great 
straits;  he,  unasked,  gave  a  considerable  sum  to  a  fnend,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  distressed  person ;  having  first  required  a  promise  of 
him,  that  he  would  let  neither  the  person,  who  was  the  object  of  his 
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cbari^,  nor  any  one  else^  know,  by  whoip  it  was  given.  This  may 
serve  both  as  an  instance  of  bb  extraordinary  charity,  and  of  his 
great  care  to  conceal  it."* 

Not  less  exemplary  was  bis  practice  of  the  kindred  virtue  of  hos- 
pitality, so  much  enjoined  on  all  christians,  in  the  sacred  scriptures. 
As  his  acquaintance  was  very  extensive,  his  house  was  the  frequent 
resort  of  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  colonies ;  and  the  friend, 
and  the  stranger  of  worth,  ever  found  a  kind  and  cordial  wekome 
at  his  table,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  family. 

^^  He  was  thought  by  some  to  be  distant  and  unsociable,  in  his 
manners;  but  this  was  owing  to  the  ¥irant  of  a  better  acquamtance. 
He  was  not,  indeed,  a  man  of  many  words,  and  was  somewhat  re- 
served in  the  company  of  strangers,  and  of  those,  on  whose  can- 
dour and  friendship,  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  rely.  And 
this  was  probably  owing  to  two  causes.  First,  the  strict  guard  h^ 
set  over  his  tongue,  from  bis  youth.  From  experience  and  obser- 
vation he  early  discovered,  that  the  sins  of  the  tongue,  make  up  a 
very  formidable  proportion  of  all  the  sins  committed  by  men,  and 
lead  to  a  very  large  proportion  of  their  remaining  sins.  He  there- 
fore resolved  to  take  the  utmost  care,  never  to  sin  with  his  tongue  ; 
to  avoid  not  only  uttering  reproaches  hiifiself,  but  receiving  £em, 
and  listening  to  them  from  others;  to  say  nothing  for  the  sake  of 
giving  pain,  or  wounding  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  others ;  to  say 
Dothbg  evil  c(»iceming  diem,  except  when  an  obvious  duty  required 
him  to  do  it,  and  then  to  speak,  as  if  nobody  had  been  as  vile  as 
himself,  and  as  if  he  bad  committed  the  same  sins,  or  had  the  same 
infirmities  or  failings,  as  others ;  never  to  empby  himself  in  idle, 
trivial  and  impertinent  talk,  which  generally  makes  up  a  great 
part  of  the  conversation  of  those,  who  are  full  of  words,  in  all 
companies ;  and  to  make  sure  of  that  mflrk  of  a  perfect  roan, 
given  by  James,  "If  any  man  offend  not  in  toord,  the  same  is  a 
perfect  man,  and  able,  also,  to  bridle  the  whole  body."  He  was 
sensible,  that  "  m  the  multitude  of  words,  there  wanteth  not  sm ;" 
and  therefore  refrained  his  lips,  and  habituated  himself  to 
think  before  he  spoke,  and  to  propose  some  good  end  in  all 
his  words; -which  led  him  conformably  to  an  apostolic  pre- 
cept, to  be,  above  many  others,  slow  to  speak. — Secondly, 
this  was  ip  part,  the  effect  of  his  bodily  constitution.  He 
possessed  but  a  comparatively  small  stock  of  animal  life :  his  spirits 
were  low,  and  he  had  neither  the  lavacity  nor  strenth  of  lungs  to 
spare,  that  would  have  been  requisite  in  order  to  render  him  what 
might  be  called  an  affiible,  sprightly  companion,  in  all  circles. 
They,  who  have  a  great  flow  of  animal  spirits,  and  so  can  speak 


*•*  As  both  the  giver,  and  the  object  of  his  charity,  are  dead,  and  all  the 
ends  of  the  proposed  secrecy  are  answered ;  it  is  thought  not  inconsistent 
with  the  above  men^ued  promise,  to  make  known  the  fact,  as  it  is  here 
related." 
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with  more  ease,  and  less  expense,  and  exhaustion,  tlian  others,  may 
doubtless,  lawfuUy  engage  in  free  conversation,  in  all  companies, 
for  a  lower  end  than  that  which  he  proposed :  e.  g.  to  please,  or 
to  render  themselves  agreeable  to  others.  But  not  so  he,  who 
has  not  such  an  abundant  supply :  it  becomes  him  to  reserve  what 
he  has,  for  higher  and  more  important  service.  Besides,  the  want 
of  animal  spirit,  lays  a  man  under  a  natural  inability  of  ex- 
ercising that  freedom  of  conversation,  at  all  tiroes,  and  in  what- 
ever company  he  is,  which  those  possessed  of  more  vivacity  na- 
turally and  easily  glide  into  ;  and  the  greatest  degree  of  humility 
and  benevolence,  of  good  sense  and  social  feeling,  will  not  remove 
this  obstacle. 

"  He  was  not  forward  to  6nter  into  any  dispute  before  strangers, 
and  in  companies,  where  there  might  be  persons  of  different  senti- 
ments ;  being  sensible  that  such  disputes  are  generally  unprofitable 
and  often  sinful,  and  of  bad  consequence.  He  thought  he  could 
dispute  to  the  best  advantage  with  his  pen ;  yet  he  was  always  free 
to  give  his  sentiments,  on  any  subject  proposed  to  him,  and  to  re- 
move any  difficulties  or  objections  offered  by  way  of  enquiry,  as 
lying  in  the  way  of  what  he  looked  upon  to  be  the  truth.  But  how 
groundless,  with  regard  to  him,  the  iipputation  of  bemg  distant  and 
unsociable  was,  his  known  and  tried  friends  best  knew.  They  al- 
ways found  him  easy  of  access,  kmd  and  condescending ;  and 
though  not  talkative,  yet  afiable  and  free.  Among  those,  whose 
candour  and  friendship  he  had  experienced,  he  threw  off  all  that, 
which  to  others,  had  the  appearance  of  reserve,  and  was  most  open 
and  communicative :  and  was  always  patient  of  contradiction,  while 
the  utmost  opposition  was  made  to  his  sentimetits,  that  could  be 
made  by  any  arguments  or  objections,  whether  plausible  or  solid. 
And  indeed  he  was,  on  all  occasions,  quite  sociable  and  free,  with 
all  who  had  any  special  business  with  him. 

"  His  conversation  with  his  friends  was  always  savoury  and  pro- 
fitable :  in  this  he  was  remarkable,  and  almost  singular.  He  was 
not  accustomed  to  spend  his  time  with  them  in  evil  speaking,  or 
foolish  jesting,  idle  chit-chat,  and  telling  stories;  but  his  mouth 
was  that  of  the  just,  which  bringeth  forth  wisdom,  and  whose 
lips  dispense  knowledge.  His  tongue  was  as  the  pen  of  a  ready 
writer  J  while  he  conversed  about  important  heavenly  and  divine 
things,  of  which  his  heart  was  so  full,  in  a  manner  so  new  and  ori- 
ginal, so  natural  and  familiar,  as  to  be  most  entertaining  and  in- 
structive, so  that  none  of  his  friends  could  enjoy*  his  company 
without  instruction  and  profit,  unless  it  was  by  their  own  fault. 

"  He  was  cautious  m  choosing  his  intimate  friends^  and  there- 
fore had  not  many,  that  might  properly  be  called  such ;  but  to 
them  he  showed  himself  friendly  in  a  peculiar  manner.  He 
was,  indeed,  a  faithful  friend,  and  able  above  most  others  to 
keep  a  secret.      To  them  he  discovered  himself,  more  than  to 
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Others,  and  led  them  into  his  views  and  ends  in  his  conduct  in  par- 
ticular instances :  by  which  they  had  abundant  evidence  that  he 
well  understood  hutnan  nature,  and  that  his  general  reserved- 
ness,  and  many  pardcular  instances  of  his  conduct,  which  a  stran- 
ger might  impute  to  ignorance  of  men,  were  really  owing  to  his 
uncommon  knowledge  of  mankind.  ^ 

"In  his  fiimily,  he  practiced  that  conscientious  exactness,  which  k 
was  conspicuous  in  all  his  ways.  He  maintained  a  great  esteem  y 
and  regard  for  his  amiable  and  excel]6nt  consort.  Much  of  the 
tender  and  affectionate  was  expressed  in  his  conversation  with  her, 
and  in  all  his  conduct  towards  her.  He  was  often  visited  by  her,  in 
his  study,  and  conversed  freely  with  her  on  matters  of  religion ; 
and  he  used  commonly  to  pray  with  her  in  his  study,  at  least  once 
a  day,  unless  something  extraordinary  prevented.  The  season  for 
this,  commonly,  was  in  the  evening,  after  prayers  in  the  family,  just 
before  going  to  bed.  As  he  rose  very  early  himself,  he  was  wont 
to  have  his  family  up  betimes  in  the  morning ;  after  which,  before 
they  entered  on  the  business  of  the  day,  he  attended  on  family 
prayers ;  when  a  chapter  in  the  bible  was  read,  commonly  by  can- 
dle-light in  the  winter ;  upon  which  he  asked  his  children  ques- 
tions, according  to  their  age  and  capacity;  and  took  occasion 
to  explain  some  passages  in  it,  or  enforce  any  duty  reconmiended, 
as  he  thought  most  proper. 

"  He  was  careful  and  thorough  in  the  government  of  his  chil- 
dren ;  and,  as  a  consequence  of  this,  they  reverenced,  esteemed 
and  loved,  him.  He  took  the  utmost  care  to  begin  his  govern- 
ment of  them,  when  they  were  very  young.  When  they  first 
discovered  any  degree  oi  self-will  and  stubbornness,  he  would 
attend  to  them,  until  he  had  thoroughly  subdued  them,  and 
brought  them  to  submit.  Such  prudent  discipline,  exercised 
with  the  greatest  calmness,  being  repeated  once  or  twice,  was 
generally  sufficient  for  that  child;  and  effectually  established  his 
parental  authority,  and  produced  a  cheerful  obedience  ever  after. 

"  He  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  his  children,  that  he  might  admo- 
nish them  of  the^r*^  wrong  step,  and  direct  them  in  the  right  way. 
He  took  opportunities  to  converse  with  them  singly,  and  closely, 
about  the  concerns  of  their  souls,  and  to  give  them  warnings,  ex- 
hortations and  directions,  as  he  saw  them  severally  need."  The 
salvation  of  his  children  was  his  chief  and  constant  desu-e,  and  aim, 
and  efibrt  concerning  them.  In  the  evening,  after  tea,  he  custom- 
arily sat  in  the  parlour,  with  his  family,  for  an  hour,  unbending  fi-ora 
the  severity  of  study,  entering  fi-eely  into  the  feelings  and  concerns 
of  his  children,  and  relaxing  into  cheerftil  and  animated  conversa- 
tion, accompanied  fi*equently  with  sprightly  remarks,  and  sallies  of 
wit  and  humour.  But,  before  retiring  to  his  study,  he  usually  gave 
the  conversation,  by  degrees,  a  more  serious  turn,  addressing  his 
children,  with  great  tenderness  and  earnestness,  on  the  subject  of 
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their  salvadon ;  when  the  thought,  that  they  were  still  strangers  to 
religion,  would  often  affect  him  so  powerfully,  as  to  oblige  him  to 
withdraw,  in  order  to  conceal  his  emotions. — ^^  He  took  much 
pains  to  instruct  his  children,  m  the  principles  and  duties  of  religioD, 
in  which  he  made  use  of  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism :  not 
merely  by  taking  care,  that  they  learned  it  by  heart ;  but  by  lead- 
ing them  into  an  understanding  of  the  doctrines  therein  tau^t,  by 
asking  them  questions  on  each  answer,  and  explaming  it  to  them. 
His  usual  time  to  attend  to  this  was  on  the  evening  before  the  sab- 
bath. And,  as  he  believed  that  the  sabbath,  or  holy  time,  began  at 
sunset,  on  the  evening  preceding  the  first  day  of  the  week,  he  or- 
dered his  family  to  finish  all  their  secular  business  by  that  time,  or 
before ;  when  all  were  called  together,  a  psalm  was  sung,  and 
prayer  offered,  as  an  introduction  to  the  sanctification  of  the  sab- 
bath. This  care  and  exactness  effectually  prevented  that  intruding 
on  holy  time,  by  attendmg  to  secular  business,  which  b  too  com- 
mon even  in  families,  where  the  evening  before  the  sabbath  is  pro- 
fessedly observed. 

^^  He  was  utterly  opposed  to  >e¥ery  thing  like  unseasonable  hours, 
on  the  part  of  young  people,  m  their  visiting  and  amusements;  which 
he  regarded  as  a  dangerous  step  towards  comiptine  them,  and 
bringing  them  to  ruin.  And  he  thought  the  excuse  owred  by  mar 
ny  parents,  for  tolerating  this  practice  in  their  children, — that  it  i$ 
tie  custamj  and  that  the  children  of  other  people  are  aUowedthusto 
practtcBj  and  therefore  it  is  difficulty  and  even  unj^oisible^  to  restrain 
theirsj — ^was  insufficient  and  frivolous,  and  manifested  a  great  de- 
gree of  stupidity,  on  the  supposition  that  the  practice  was  hurtful 
and  pernicious  to  their  souls.  And  when  his  cnildren  grew  up,  be 
found  no  difficult  in  restraining  them  fix)m  this  im[Nx>per  and  mis- 
chievous practice ;  but  they  cheerfully  complied  vnth  the  will  of 
their  parents.  He  allowed  none  of  his  children  to  be  absent  from 
home,  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  they  went  abroad  to  see  their 
friends  and  companions;  neither  were  thev  allowed  to  sit  up  much 
after  thattime,in  his  own  house,  when  anv  of  their  friends  came  to  visit 
them.  If  any  gentleman  desired  to  address  either  of  his  dau^ters, 
after  the  requisite  introduction  and  preliminaries,  he  was  allowed 
all  proper  opportunities  of  becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  manners  and  disposition  of  the  young  lady,  but  must  not  in- 
tMide  on  the  customary  hours  of  rest  and  sleep,  nor  on  the  religion 
and  order  of  the  family." 

Perhaps  tiiere  never  was  a  man  more  constantiy  retired  from  the 
world,  giving  himself  to  reading  and  contemplation ;  and  it  was  a 
wonder  that  his  feeble  frame  could  subast,  under  such  fatigues, 
daily  repeated,  and  so  long  coutmued.  Yet,  upon  this  bwig  allu- 
ded to  by  one  of  hb  fi-iends,  only  a  few  months  before  his  deaih,  he 
said  to  him, '^  I  do  not  find,  butthat  I  now  am  as  well  able  to  bear  the 
closest  study,  as  I  was  thirty  years  ago ;  and  can  go  through  the 
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exercises  of  the  pulpit,  with  as  Kttle  uneasmess  or  difficulty.*^ — ^In 
his  youth,  he  appeared  healthy,  and  with  a  good  degree  of  vivacity, 
but  was  never  robust.  In  middle  life,  he  appeared  very  much  ema- 
ciated, by  severe  study,  and  intensa  mental  application. — In  his  1/ 
person,  he  was  tall  of  stature,  and  of  a  slender  form.*  He  had  a  t* 
high,  broad,  bold  forehead,  and  an  eye  unusually  piercing  and  lu- 
minous; and  on  his  whole  countenance,  the  features  of  his  mind — 
perspicacity,  sincerity  and  benevolence— -were  so  strongly  impress- 
ed, that  no  one  could  behold  it,  without  at  once  discovering  the 
clearest  indications  of  great  intellectual  and  moral  elevation.  His 
manners  were  those  of  the  christian  g6ntleman|  easy,  tranquil, 
modest  and  dignified ;  yet  they  were  the  manners  of  the  student, 
grave,  sedate  and  contemplative ;  and  evinced  an  exact  sense  of 
propriety,  and  an  undeviating  attention  to  the  rules  of  decorum. 
**  He  had,"  observes  one  of  his  cotemporaries,  "  a  natural  steadi- 
ness of  temper,  and  fortitude  of  mind ;  which,  being  sanctified  by 
the  Sjnrit  of  God,  was  ever  of  vast  advantage  to  him,  to  carry  him 
through  difficult  services,  and  to  support  him  under  trying  afflic- 
tions, in  the  course  of  his  life. — Personal  injuries,  he  bore  with  a 
becoming  meekness,  and  patience,  and  a  disposition  to  forgiveness." 
— ^Accordmg  to  Dr.  Hopkins,  himself  an  eye-witness,  these  traits  of 
character  were  eminently  discovered,  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
long-continued  trials  at  Northampton.  His  own  narrative  of  that 
transaction,  his  rejfnarks  beibre  the  Council,  his  letters  relating  to  it, 
and  his  farewell  sermcHi,  all  written  in  the  midst  of  the  passing  oc- 
currences, bespeak  as  calm,  and  meek,  and  unperturbed  a  state  of 
mmd,  as  they  would  have  done,  had  they  been  written  by  a  third 
person,  long  after  the  events  took  place. — ^^  The  humility,  modesty 
and  serenity  of  his  behaviour,  much  endeared  him  to  his  acquain- 
tance, and  made  him  appear  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  such,  as  had  the 
privilege  of  conversing  with  him.— ^The  several  relations  sustained 
by  him,  he  adorned  with  exemplary  fidelinr ;  and  was  solicitous  to 
fill  every  station  with  its  proper  duty. — ^In  hb  private  walk  as  l 
christian,  he  appeared  an  example  of  truly  raticmal,  consistent,  unU  . 
form  religion  and  virtue;  a  shining  instance  of  the  power  and  effi- 
cacy of  that  holy  faith,  to  which  he  was  so  firmly  attached,  and  of 
which  he  was  so  zealous  a  defender.  He  exhibited  much  of  spiri- 
tuality, and  a  heavenly  bent  of  soul.  In  him,  one  saw  the  loveliest 
appearance — a  rare  assemblage  of  christian  graces,  united  with  the 
nchest  gifts,  and  mutually  subserving  and  recommendbg  one  an- 
other." 

^*  He  had  an  uncommon  thirst  for  knowledge,  in  the  pursuit  of 
which  he  spared  no  cost  nor  pains.  He  read  all  the  books,  espe- 
cially books  treating  of  theology,  that  he  could  procure,  firom  which 


*  His  height  was  about  six  feet  one  inch. 
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he  could  hope  to  derive  any  assistance,  in  the  discovery  of  truth. 
And  in  this,  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  authors  of  any  particular 
sect  or  denomination ;  but  even  took  much  pains  to  procure  the 
works  of  the  most  distinguished  writers,  who  advanced  views  of 
religion  or  morals,  most  contrary  to  his  own  principles ;  particularly 
the  ablest  Arminian,  ^ocinian  and  Infidel,  writers.     But  he  studied 
the  Bible  more  than  all  other  books,  and  more  than  most  other  di- 
vines do."     He  studied  the  Bible,  to  receive  implicitly  what  it 
teaches ;  but  he  read  other  books  to  examine  their  soundness,  and 
to  employ  them  as  helps  in  the  investigation  of  principles,  and  the 
discovery  of  truth.     His  uncommon  acquaintance  with  the  Bible, 
appears  in  his  Sermons,  in  his  Treatises, — ^particularly  in  the  treatises 
on  the  Affectbns,  on  the  History  of  Redemption,  on  United  and 
Extraordinary  Prayer,  on  the  Types  of  the  Messiah,  on  the  Quali- 
fications for  Communion,  and  on  Grod's  Last  End  in  the  Creation, 
— ^in  his  Notes  on  the  Scriptures,  and  in  his  Miscellaneous  Observa- 
tions and  Remarks.     Any  person  who  will  read  hb  works  with 
close  attention,  and  then  will  compare  them  with  those  of  other 
theological  writers,  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  will  easily  be 
satisfied  that  no  other  divme  has  as  yet  appeared,  who  has  studied 
the  scriptures  more  thoroughly,  or  who  has  been  more  successful  in 
discovering  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     He  took  his  religious 
principles  from  the  Bible,  and  not  from  Treatises,  ox  Systems  of 
theology,  or  any  work  of  man.     On  the  maturest  examination  of 
the  different  schemes  of  faith,  prevailing  in  the  world,  and  on  com- 
paring them  with  the  sacred  scriptures,  he  adhered  to  the  main  ar- 
ticles of  the  Reformed  Religion,  with  an  unshaken  firmness  and 
with  a  fervent  zeal,  yet  tempered  with  charity  and  candour,  and 
governed  by  discretion.     Few  men  are  less  under  the  bias  of  edu- 
cation, or  the  influence  of  bigotry :  few  receive  the  articles  of  their 
creed  so  litde  upon  trust,  or  discover  so  much  liberality  or  tho- 
roughness in  examining  their  foundation.     His  principles  have  been 
extensively  styled   Cahinistic,  yet  they  differ  widely,   from  what 
has  usually  been  denominated    Calvinism^   in  various  important 
points;  particularly,  in  all  immediately  connected  with  Moral  Agen- 
cy; and  he  followed  implicitly,  if  any  man  ever  followed,  the  apos- 
tolic injunction,   to  call  no  man,  Faiher,  by  receiving  nothing  on 
human  authority,   and   examinmg   scrupulously  every  principle, 
which  he  adopted.     He  thought,  and  investigated,  and  judged  for 
himself;   and  from  the  strength  of  his  reasoning  powers,  as  well  as 
from  his  very  plan  of  study,  he  became  truly  an  on^"n«Z.  writer. 
As  we  have  already  sufficiendy  seen,  reading  was  not  the  only,  nor 
the  chief,  method,  wliich  he  took,  of  improving  his  mind  ;  but  be 
devoted  the  strength  of  his  time  and  of  his  faculties  to  writings 
without  which  no  student,  and,  be  it  remembered,  no  clergyman, 
can  make  improvements  to  the  best  advantage.     He  preached  ex- 
tensively on  subjects,  continued  through  a  series  of  discourses : — ma- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iilFE   tV   PRESIDENT   EDWARDS.  601 

isH  bis  Treatises  having  been  a  course  of  sermons  actually  delivered 
fix>m  the  desk.  In  this  practice,  every  clergyman  who  has  a  mind  fit- 
ted for  investigation,  would  do  weU  to  follow  him.  '^  Agreeably  to  the 
11th  Resolution,  he  applied  himself,  with  all  his  might,  to  find  out 
Truth:  he  seardied  for  it  as  for  silver,  and  digged  for  it  as  for 
hidden  treasures.  Every  thought,  on  any  subject,  which  appeared 
to  him  worth  pursuing  and  preserving,  he  pursued  as  far  as  he  then 
eould,  with  a  pen  in  ms  hand.  Thus  he  was,  all  his  days,  fike  the 
industrious  l>ee,  coUecting  honey  fit>m  every  opening  flower,  and 
storing  up  a  stock  of  knowledge,  which  was  indeed  sweet  to  him, 
as  honey  and  the  honey-comb.'' 

^^  As  a  scholar,  his  intellectual  furniture  exceeded  what  was  com- 
mon, under  die  disadvantages  experienced  at  that  time,  in  these 
remote  colonies.  He  had  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  the 
arts  and  sciences — with  classical  and  Hebrew  literature,  with 
physics,  mathemi^cs,  history,  chronology,  ethics  and  mental  phi- 
KKK^hy.  By  the  blessing  m  God  on  his  indefatigable  labours,  to 
the  last,  he  was  constantly  treasuring  up  useful  knowledge,  both 
human  and  divine. 

^^  Thus  he  a{^ars  to  have  been  unconimonly  accomplished  for 
the  arduous  and  momentous  province  to  which  he  was  finally  called. 
And  had  his  precious  life  been  spared,  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  would  have  graced  the  station  on  which  he  had  but 
entered,  and  proved  a  signal  blessing  to  the  College  of  New-Jer- 
sey, and  therein  extensively  served  his  generation  according  to  the 
wiUofGod." 

His  inattention  to  his  style  is  certainly  to  be  regretted.  In 
earlier  life,  he  appears  to  have  thought  neatness  and  correctness  in 
writing,  of  little  consequence,*   and  to  have  sent  his  works  to  the 

CSS,  very  much  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  first  written, 
t  it  here  be  remembered,  that  the  culthration  of  style  was  not 
then  attended  to,  in  the  colonies ;  that  the  people  at  large  were 
accustomed  to  discourses,  written  in  the  plainest  manner ;  and  that 
it  is  extremely  doubtfiil,  whether,  in  die  then  existing  state  of  the 
country,  it  would  have  been  possible  for  him,  to  have  devoted 
much  attenuoii  to  the  s^le  of  bis  sermons,  without  greatly  dimin- 
ishing their  amount  of  unpression.  About  the  time  of  his  leaving 
Northampton,  be  received  one  of  the  works  of  Richardson^f  which 
he  read  with  deep  interest,  and  regarded  as  wholly  favourable  to 
good  morals  and  purity  of  character.  The  perusal  of  it  led  him 
to  attempt  the  formation  of  a  more  correct  style,  his  previous  in- 
attention to  which,  he  then  deeply  regretted ;  and  in  this  attempt 
he  had  much  success.     The  style  of  the  Freedom  of  the  Will, 


♦See  Preface  to  Five  Sermons,  Vol.  V.  pp.  349,  350. 
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though  obviously  that  of  a  student,  and  not  of  a  man  of  the  worUf^ 
is  otherwise  as  correct,  as  that  of  most  of  the  metaphysical  trea^ 
treaties,  to  be  found  in  the  language.  The  same  is  true,  generafiyv 
of  tlie  Treatise  on  Original  Sin ;  although  it  was  in  the  press  when 
he  died,  and  never  received  his  last  correctioDS*''^  In  the  two 
highest  excellencies  of  s^le,  perspicuity  and  precision,  he  was 
probably  never  excelled. 

Of  the  powers  of  his  mind,  enough,  perhaps,  has  been  said 
abready.  They  were  certainly  very  vaned,  and  fitted  him  for 
lii^  distinction,  m  any  of  the  pursuits  of  learning  or  science.— 
His  memory  was  strong,  exact,  umform  and  comprehensive.—^ 
His  imagination  was  rich  and  powerful.  I  know  that  the  contrary 
opinion  has  extensively  prevailed,  and  that  for  ttvee  reasons. 
First,  he  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  his  style  of  writing ;  Secondly, 
he  never  cultivated  his  imagination,  and  never  indulged  it  but  spiBO^ 
ingly,  and  probably  in  no  instance,  for  mere  ornament.  Thirdly^ 
his  great  works  are  treatises  on  mekL^ytieal  subiects.  A  writer, 
without  imagination,  always  thinks  ana  writes  in  a  dry  manner ;  and, 
if  his  powers  are  great,  like  those  of  Aristotle,  he  writes  Vke  a 
pure  intelligence.  Those,  who  are  conversant  with  die  writings 
of  Edwards,  need  nol  be  informed,  that  all  his  works,  even  the 
most  metaphysical,  are  rich  in  illustration,  or  that  hk  sermons 
abound  wim  imagery  of  every  kind,  adanted  to  make  a  powerful 
and  lasting  im{»«ssion.  in  his  eaiiier  writings,  this  iaculQr  of  his 
mind  was  sufiered  to  aet  with  less  restraint.  The  first  production 
of  his  pen,  on  the  materiality  of  the  soul,  is  a  constant  piay  of  im* 
agination  and  wit.  The  boy,  who  could  speak  of  the  spiders  of 
the  forest,  as  '*  those  wondrous  animals,  fitmi  whose  glistening 
web,  so  much  of  the  wisdom  of  the  CreattM*  shines  :"*— who,  in 
.  describing  their  operations,  could  say,  "  I  have  seen  a  vast  multi- 
tude of  little  shining  webs,  and  glistening  strings,  brightly  reflect- 
ing the  suiHbeams,  and  some  of  them  of  great  length,  and  of 
such  a  height,  that  one  would  think  they  were  tacked  to  the  vault 
of  the  heavens,  and  would  be  burnt  like  tow  in  die  sun  i^'-^and 
who,  in  exposing  the  absurdi^r  of  the  supposition,  that  there  can 
be  absolutely  Nothing,  observes,  "When  we  go  to  form  an  iden 
of  perfect  Nothing,  we  must  not  suflfer  our  thougtas  to  take  sanctuary 
in  a  mathematical  point,  but  we  must  think  of  the  same,  that 

♦The  Treatise?  on  the  Afftctions,  and  on  United  Extraordinary  Prayer, 
are  the  most  incorrect  of  all  his  work?,  published  by  himself.  In  his  ser- 
mons, published  in  his  life  time,  somewhat  of  the  limae  labor  is  discernible. 
Tbaworlcs,  published  by  his  son,  Dr.  Edwards,  in  this  country,  are  but  Uttle 
altered  from  the  rough  draught;  but  those  tirst  published  in  Edinburgh, 
are,  generally,  more  so.  The  History  of  Redemption,  was  consideraoly 
corrected  by  my  father,  and  afterwards  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  Treatise 
by  Dr.  Erskine.  The  sermons,  published  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  are  the  leapt 
correct  of  all  his  works. 
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the  ileejmig  roeh  do  dretm  of;^ — possessed  an  imagiaatioo,  at  |  \ 
once  rich,  orilliant  and  creative. — His  taste,  if  we  do  not  refer  to 
style'  of  writing,  but  merely  to  the  judgment  of  the  mind,  con- 
cerning aO  the  varieties  of  sublimity  and  beauty,  was  at  once  deli- 
cate and  cofrect«-T-Few  of  mankind,  hitherto,  have  possessed 
either  invention,  ratiocioati(m  or  judgment,  in  so  high  a  d^ee ; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  say,  for  winch  of  iJ^se  he  is  most  distinguished. 
In  comparing  him  with  the  metaphysicians  of  the  old  world,  we 
must  not  foiget  his,  and  their,  respective  advantages  for  the  cul- 
ture of  the  nund.  He  was  bcm  in  an  obsQure  vmage,  in  which 
the  ancient  reign  of  barbarism,  was  only  beginning  to  yield  to 
the  Inroads  of  culture  and  civilization;  in  a  colony  comprizing 
but  here  and  there  a  setdement;  and  in  a  country,  literally  in 
its  infancy,  constituting,  with  the  exception  of  now  and  then  a 
white  plantation,  one  vast  continuous  forest,  and  distant  three 
thousand  miles,  from  Europe,  the  seat  of  arts,  refinement  and 
knowledge.  He  was  educated  at  a  seminary,  but  three  years  ddei: 
than  himself;  which  had  as  yet  no  domicil,  and  which  furnished 
advantages  totalhr  inferior  to  those,  now  enjoj^d  at  the  respecta- 
ble academies  of  New  England.  Hie  rest  of  his  life  was  passed 
amid  the  cares  o£  a  most  laborious  prc^essioii,  and  on  the  very 
frontiers,  (and  the  latter  part  of  it  in  the  very  midst,)  of  savage  life; 
with  no  Iwraries  to  explore,  and  with  no  men  of  eminence,  with 
whose  minds,  his  could  come  into  dailv  contact.  His  greatest 
work  was  written  to  four  monthi  ond  a  kalf^  while  each  Sabbath 
he  delivered  two  sermons  to  his  English  flock,  and  two  others,  by 
interpreters,  to  two  distinct  auditcnries  <^  Indians,  and  catechized 
the  children  of  both  tribes,  and  carried  on  all  the  oorreqKxndence 
of  the  misskm,  and  was  forced  to  guard  against  the  measure3  of  a 
nowerfiil  combination,  busily  occupied  in  endeavouring  to  drive 
him  from  his  office,  and  thus  to  deprive  his  family  of  their  daily 
bread. — ^With  these  thia^  in  view,  instead  of  drawing  any  such 
comparison  myself,  I  .will  refer  my  readers  to  the  (pinion  of  a 
writer  of  no  light  authori^  on  such  a  subject, — ^I  mean  Duoald 
Stewart  ^— who,  after  having  detailed  the  systems  of  Locke,  a^d 
liBiBNiTz,  and  Bebkxlet,  and  Condillac,  speaks  thus  of  the 
subject  of  this  memoir : — ^^Hiere  is,  however,  one  Metaphysician, 
of  whom  America  has  to  boast,  who,  in  logical  acuteness  and 
subtlety,  does  not  yield  to  any  di^MJtant  bred  in  the  universities  of 
Europe.    I  need  not  say  that  I  allude  to  Jonathan  Edwards.'' 

Mr.  Edwards  acquired  a  very  high  character,  as  a  divine  and 
as  a  preacher,  during  his  life.  "  Among  the  luminaries  of  the 
church,  in  these  American  regions."  says  one  of  his  cotemporaries,* 

♦I  suppose  the  writer  referred  to  hero,  and  in  varions  other  plnres.  to  hnvf 
Keen  Dr.  Finlev. 
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he  was  jusdy  reputed  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude:  tbcNfOugUjr 
versed  in  all  the  brandies  of  theology^  didactic,  polemic,  casuistic, 
experimental  and  practical.  In  point  of  divine  knowledge  and  dull, 
lie  had  few  equals,  and  perhaps  no  superior :  at  least  b  those  for- 
eign parts." — ^'^Mr.  Edwards,"  says  Dr.  Hopldns,  *^had  the  most 
unhrersal  character  of  a  ^ood  preacher ^  of  almost  any  nrinbter  in 
America.  There  were  but'  few  that  heard  him,  who  did  no^  call 
him  a  good  preacher,  however  they  might  diabke  his  rehgious 
principles,  and  be  much  ofiended  at  the  same  truths  ^en  deliver- 
ed by  others ;  and  most  people  admired  him,  above  all  the  preach- 
ers that  ever  they  heard."  His  character  as  a  laborious  and  fEutb- 
ful  minister,  and  especially  as  a  powerful  and  successful  preacher, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  history  of  his  life,  and  of  the  time  in 
which  he  lived,  was  such,  for  many  years  before  hb  death,  as  to 
leave  him  here  witliout  a  competitor.**^  This  was  owing  chiefly  to 
his  preaching  and  pastoral  labours;  for  most  of  his  laboured  pro- 
ductions were  publi^d,  either  a  little  before,  or  after,  his  death; 
yet,  long  ere  this,  his  feme  as  a  preacher  and  minister  of  Christ, 
had  pervaded  the  colonies,  and  was  extensively  known  in  Chreat 
Britain.  Until  within  these  few  years,  there  were  many  living  wit- 
nesses, who  had  heard  him  in  thw  youth,  and  who  distinc^  re- 
membered the  powerful  impresssions  left  on  their  minds  l^  hb 
preaching,  and  particularly  descnbed  his  appearance  m  the  pulfnt, 
the  still,  unmoved  solemnity  of  \As  manner,  the  weight  of  ms  sen- 
tin^ents  6rst  fixing  the  attention,  and  then  overwhehmng  the  feelings, 
of  his  audience.  One  of  his  youthful  auditors,  afterwards  a  gen- 
tleman of  gr^at  respectability,  infiMrmed  my  fierther,  that  he  was  pre- 
sent,' when  he  delivered  the  sermon,  in  the  History  of  Redemption, 
in  which  he  describes  the  Day  of  Judgment ;  and  that  so  vivid  and 
solemn,  was  the  impression  made  on  his  own  mind,  that  he  fully 
supposed,  that,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Edwards  should  close  his  discourse, 
die  Judge  would  descend,  and  the  final  sepanAon  take  place. 
The  late  Dr.  West,  of  StockbiMge,  who  heard  him  in  hb  child- 
bood,  in  that  village,  gave  me  an  account  generally  similar,  of  the 
efl^ts  of  hb  preaching.  On  one  occasion,  when  the  sermon  ex- 
ceeded two  hours  in  its  length,  he  told  me  that,  fironf  the  time  that 
Mr.  Edwards  had  fairly  unfolded  hb  subject,  the  attention  of  die 
audience  was  fixed  and  motionless,  until  its  close ;  when  they  seem- 
ed disappointed  that  it  should  terminate  so  soon.  There  was  sudi 
a  bearing  down  of  truth  upon  the  mind,  he  observed,  that  there 
was  no  resisting  it. — ^In  his  own  congregation,  the  visible  e^cts  of 


♦For  many  of  the  remarks  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  a 
preacher  ana  writer,  I  am  indebted  to  a  well  written  review  of  the  Worcas- 
ter  edition  of  his  works,  in  the  Christian  Spectator;  but  they  are  usually 
90  blended  with  my  own,  that  it  is  impossible  to  dcsigiiate  the  passages. 
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luB  preadimg  were  such,  as  were  never  paralleled  in  New  England. 
Often,  also,  he  was  invited  to  great  disttinces  to  preach ;  and  these 
occasioiial  seimons  sometinies  produced  a  wcmderiul  effect.  One 
ef  these  mstanoes,  which  occured  at  Enfield,  at  a  time  of  great 
religious  indiffiareoce  there^  is  thus  mentioned  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
TrumbuH.  ''  When  ihejr  went  into  the  meeting  house,  the  appear- 
ance of  die  assemMjr  was  dioughdess  and  vain.  The  pecmlehardly 
conducted  themsehres  with  common  decency.  The  Kev.  Mr» 
Edwards,  of  Northampton,  preached ;  and  before  the  sermon  was 
ended,  the  assemUy  i^peared  deeply  impressed,  and  bowed  dowir 
with  an  awfiil  conviction  of  their  sin  and  danger.  There  was  sucb 
a  breathing  of  distress  and  weeping,  that  the  preacher  was  obliged 
to  speak  to  die  people  and  deiire  ^ence,  diat  he  might  be  heard.^* 
This  was  the  commencement  of  a  g^ieral  and  powerful  revival  of 
velmcm. 

To  vriiat,  it  may  not  improperly  be  asked,  are  this  reputation  and 
this  success  to  be  ascribed.  It  was  not  to  Ms  style  of  writing:  that 
had  no  claims  to  elegance,  or  even  to  neatness. — ^It  was  not  to  his 
voice :  that,  far  from  being  strong  and  full,  was,  in  consequence  of 
lus  feeble  heaMi,  a  litde  languid,  aqd  too  low  for  a  large  assembly ; 
though  relieved  and  aided  by  a  proper  emphasb,  just  cadence,  wdl 
placed  pauses,  and  great  clearness,  distinctness  and  precirion  of 
enunciation. — ^It  was  not  owing  to  attitude  or  gesture,  to  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  pulpit,  or  to  any  of  the  customary  arts  of  eloquence. 
lli^  ajqiearance  m  the  pulpit  was  with  a  good  grace,  and  ius  delive- 
ry easy,  perfectly  natural,  and  very  solenm.  He  wnne  his  ser- 
mons ;  and  in  so  fine  and  so  illegible  a  hand,  that  they  could  be 
read  only  by  being  brought  near  to  the  eye.  ^^He  carried  his  notes 
with  him  into  the  desk,  and  read  most  that  he  wrote  :  still,  he  was 
not  confined  to  them ;  and,  if  some  thoughts  were  suggested  to  him 
while  he  was  preaching,  which  did  not  occur  to  Imn  when  writing, 
and  appeared  pertinent,  he  would  deliver  diem  with  as  great  pro- 
priety and  fluency,  and  often  with  greater  pathos,  and  attended  with 
a  more  sensibly  good  effect  on  his  hearers,  than  what  he  had  writ- 
t^:k*"*    While  preaching,  he  customarily  stood,  bedding  his  small 


"**'  ThouglH  &^  has  beeo  observed,"  says  Dr.  Hopkins,  ^^  he  was  wont  to 
read  so  consid<3rable  a  part  of  what  he  delivered,  yet  ho  was  far  from  think- 
ing this  the  best  way  of  preaching  in  general ;  and  looked  upon  using  his 
notes,  so  much  as  he  did,  a  deficiency  and  infirmity,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  Ufe,  he  was  incluied  to  think  it  had  been  better,  if  he  had  never  been 
accustomed  to  use  his  notes  at  all.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  preaching 
wholly  Without  notes,  agreeably  to  the  custom  in  most  Protestant  coun- 
tries, and  in  what  seems  evidently  to  have  been  the  manner  of  the  Apostles 
and  primitive  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  was  by  far  the  most  natural  way,  and 
bad  the  greatest  tendency,  on  the  whole,  to  answer  the  end  of  preacning ; 
and  supposed  that  no  one,  who  had  talents,  equal  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, was  incapable  of  speaking  TnemarUer,  if  ho  took  suitable  pains  for  this 
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manuscript  volume  in  his  left  hand^  the  elbow  restii^  on  the  cush- 
ion or  the  Bible,  his  right  hand  rarely  raised  but  to  turn  the  leaves, 
and  his  person  almost  motionless.— It  was  not  owing  to  the  pctures 
of  fancy,  or  to  any  ostentation  of  leamiBg,  or  of  talenls.  In  his 
preaching,  usuaUy,  all  vtbs  plain,  familiar,  sententious  and  praoticaL 
One  of  tbe  po^ve  causes  of  his  high  character,  and  great  suc- 
cess, as  a  preacher,  was  tbe  deep  and  pervading  solenmi^  of  his 
mind.  He  had,  at  all  times,  a  solemn  consciousness  of  the  {n^e- 
sence  ef  God.  This  was  visible  in  his  looks  and  general  demeaih* 
our.  It  obviously  bad  a  controlling  mfluence  over  all  his  prepara- 
tioDs  for  the  desk ;  and  was  most  manifest  in  aUfais  public  services. 
Its  e&cton  an  audience  is  immediate,  and  not  to  be  resisted. 
"  He  appeared,''  says  Dr.  Hopkins,  ^^  with  such  gravity  and  Boiex»- 
nity,  and  his  words  were  so  full  of  ideas,  that  few  speakers  have 
been  able  to  command  the  attention  of  an  audience  as  he  did." — His 
knowledge  of  the  bible,  evinced  in  bis  sermons^*m  the  number  of 
relevant  passages,  which  he  brings  to  enforce  eveiy  position,  m  his 
exact  discernment  of  the  true  scope  of  each,  in  his  femiUar  ac- 
quaintance with  the  drift  of  the  whole  scrq)tures  on  the  snlriect,  and 
in  tbe  k>gical  preciaon  with  which  he  derives  his  priDci{»es  from 
them— 4s  probably  unrivalled. — His  knowledge  of  t^  baman 
heart,  and  its  operatioiis,  has  scarcely  been  equalled  by  that  of  any 
uninspired  preacher.  He  derived  thisknowledge  from  his  famiiia^ 
rity  with  the  testimony  of  God  concerning  it,  in  the  Bible ;  from 
his  thorough  acquaintance  with  his  own  heart ;  and  from  h^  pro* 
found  knowledge  of  Mental  philosophy.  The  eifect  of  it  was,  to 
enable  him  to  spieah  to  the  consci(mtne$s  of  every  one  who  heard 
him ;  so  that  each  one  was  compelled  to  reflect,  m  language  like 
tlmt  of  the  woman  of  Sychar,  *^  Here  is  a  man,  who  is  revealing  to 
me  the  secrets  of  mv  own  heart  and  ltf» :  Is  not  this  man  from 
God  ?"— His  knowledge  of  theokigy  was  so  exact  and  universal, 
and  the  extensiveness  of  his  vievra  and  of  his  information  was  so 
great,  that,  while  he  could  shed  unusual  varie^  and  richness  of 
thought  over  every  discourse,  he  could  also  bring  die  most  striking 
and  impressive  truths,  facts  and  circumstances,  to  bear  upon  the 
pcMnt,  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  illustrate  or  enforce.^His 
aim,  in  preparing  and  delivering  his  sermons,  was  tingle.  This  is 
so  obvious,  that  no  man  probably  ever  suspected  him  of  writing  or 
delivering  a  sermon,  for  the  sake  of  display,  or  reputation.  From 
the  first  step  to  the  last,  he  aimed  at  nodiing  but  the  salvation  of  his 


attainment  from  his  youth.  He  would  have  the  youn^  preacher  write  all 
his  sermons,  or  at  least  most  of  them,  out,  at  large ;  and,  instead  orreadin|r 
thorn  to  his  hearers,  take  pains  to  commit  them  to  memory :  which  though, 
it  would  require  a  great  deal  of  labour  at  first,  yet  would  soon  become 
easier  by  use,  and  help  him  to  speak  more  correctly  and  fireely,  and  be  of 
great  service  to  him  all  his  days." 
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faemrers,  and  at  the  glory  oF  God  as  revealed  in  it«  This  enabled 
him  to  bring  all  his  powers  of  mind  and  heart  to  bear  on  this  one 
object. — His  feelings  on  this  subject  were  most  intense.  The  love 
of  Christ  constrained  him ;  and  the  strong  desire  of  his  soul  was, 
that  they  for  whom  Christ  died  might  live  for  Hhn  who  died  for 
diem.  "  His  woids,"  says  Dr.  Hopkins,  "  often  discovered  a  great' 
degree  oi  inward  fervour,  without  much  noise  or  external  emo- 
tion, aiid  fell  vrith  great  weight  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers ;  and  he 
^ke  so  as  to  reveal  the  strong  emotions  of  his  own  heart,  which 
tended,  m  the  most  natural  and  efiectual  mamier,  to  move  and  af- 
fect others." — ^The  plan  of  his  sermons  is  most  excellent.  In  his 
introduction,  which  is  always  an  exphmatian  of  the  passage^  he  ex- 
hibits uncommon  skill,  and  the  sagacity,  with  which  he  discovers, 
and  the  power,  with  wiiicb  he  seizes  at  once,  the  whole  drift  and 
meanmg  of  the  passage  in  aU  its  bearings,  has  rarely  if  ever  been 
equalled.  In  the  body  of  the  discourse,  he  never  attempts  an 
elaborate  proof  of  his  doctrine,  iirom  revelation  and  reason;  but 
rather  gives  an  explanation  of  the  doctrine,  or  places  the  trudi  on 
which  'be  is  discoursing,  directly  before  the  nund,  as  a  facty  and 
paints  it  to  the  imagination  of  his  hearers.  In  the  application,  where 
he  usually  lays  out  his  strength,  he  addresses  himself  with  peculiar 
fdainness  to  the  consciences  of  his  bearers,  takes  up  and  applies  to 
than  minutely  al  the  important  ideas  c<Hitained  in  the  body  of  the 
discourse,  and  qipropriates  diem  to  persons  of  di^rent  characters 
and  situations  in  bfe,  by  a  particular  explanation  of  their' duties  and 
their  dangers ;  and  h^,  by  a  solemn,  earnest  and  impresdve  ap^ 
peal  m  every  feeling  and  aedve  principle  of  our  nature.  He  coim- 
aels,  exixHts,  wuus,  expostulateis,  as  if  he  were  determined  not  to 
suffir  his  hearers  to  de{Wt,  until  they  were  convinced  of  their  duty, 
and  persuaded  to  choose  and  to  perform  it.-*-His  graphic  manner 
ot  exhibiting  trudi,  b,  perhaps,  his  peculiar  excellence.  The  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  in  his  hands,  are  not  mere  abstract  proposi* 
tioBS,  but  living  reafities,  distincdy  seen  by  the  author's  faith,  and 
piunted  with  so  much  truth,  and  Ufe,  and  warmdi  of  colouring,  as 
caimotfafl  to  give  bis  hearers  the  same  strong  impression  of  them, 
which  already  exists  in  hb  own  mind. — ^With  aU  this,  he  preached 
the  real  truth  of  God,  in  its  simplicity  and  purity,  keeping  nothing 
back,  with  so  nrach  weight  of  thought  and  ai^ument,  so  much 
strength  of  feeMng,  and  such  sinceri^  of  purpose,  as  must  enlighten 
eiRery.  understancUng,  colivince  every  conscience,  and  dmost  con- 
vert ejtrv  heart.— I  enquired  of  Dr.  West,  Whether  Mr.  Edwards 
was  an  e/ojtien^  preacher.  He  replied,  <*  If  you  mean,  by  elo- 
quence, what  is  usually  intended  by  it  mour  cities ;  be  had  no  pre- 
tensions to  it.  He  hod  no  studied  varieties  of  the  voice,  and  no 
strong  emphasb.  He  scarcely  gestured,  or  even  moved ;  and  he 
made  no  attempt,  by  the  degance  of  his  style,  or  the  beauty  of  hb 
fffctunes,  to  gratify  the  taste,  and  iisMcinate  the  iraagihatiom    But,  if 
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you  mean  by  eloquencOi  the  power  of  presentftg  an  iniportaatt 
truth  before  an  audience,  with  overwhelming  weight  of  argument^ 
and  with  such  intenseness  of  feeling,  that  the  whole  soul  of  the 
speaker  is  thrown  into  every  part  oi  the  concepticMi  and  delivery } 
so  that  the  solemn  attention  of  the  whole  audience  is  rivetted,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  dose,  and  impressions  are  left'  that  cannot  be 
effaced  ;  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  most  ebquent  man  I  ever  heard 
speak." — ^As  the  result  of  the  whole,  we  are  led  to  regard  him  as, 
beyond  most  others,  an  instructive  preacher,  a  sdemn  and  faithful 
preacher,  an  animated  and  earnest  preacher,  a  most  powerful  and 
mipressive  preacher,  in  the  sense  explained,  and  the  only  true 
sense,  a  sin^larly  eloquent  preacher,  and,  through  the  blessing  of 
God,  one  of  the  most  successful  preachers  since  the  days  of  the 
Apostles.  It  ought  here  to  be  added,  that  the  Sermons  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards have  been,  to  his  immediate  pupils,  and  to  his  foUowers,  the 
models  of  a  style  of  preaching,  which  has  been  most  ugnally  bles- 
sed by  God  to  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  which  should  be 
looked  to  as  a  standard,  by  those,  who  wish  Kke  him  to  turn  many 
to  righteousness,  that  with  him  they  may  shine,  as  the  stars,  forever 
and  ever. 

*^  His  prayers,"  says  Dr.  Hopkins,  '^  were  indeed  exiemfon. 
He  was  the  farthest  from  any  af^pearance  of  a  form,  as  to  hie  words 
and  manner  of  expression,  of  almost  any  man.  He  was  quite  sodk 
gular  and  inimitable  in  this,  by  any,  who  have  not  a  spirit  of  real 
and  undissembled  devotion ;  yet  he  always  e^cpressed  himself  with 
decency  and  propriety.  He  appeared  to  have  much  of  the  grace 
and  spirit  of  prayer ;  to  pray  with  the  qMrit  and  with  the  under- 
standing; and  heperformed  this  part  of  dutjr  much  to  the  aecqitance 
and  edification  ot  those  who  joined  with  bun.  He  was  not  wont,  in 
ordinary  cases,  to  be  iov^xn  his  prayers:  an  error  which,  he  obser- 
ved, was  often  hurtfol  to  public  and  social  prayer,  as  it  tends  raAer 
to  damp,  than  to  promote,  true  devotion." 

His  practice,  not  to  visit  his  people  in  their  own  houses,  except  io 
cases  of  sk^kness  or  affiction,  is  an  exanq>le,  not  of  course  to  be 
imitated  by  all.  That,  on  this  subject,  ministers  ought  to  consult 
&eir  own  talents  and  circumstances,  and  visit  more  or  leas,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  m  which  they  can  thereby  promote  the  great  ends 
of  their  ministry,  cannot  be  doubted.  That  hii  time  was  too  pre- 
cfous  to  the  Church  at  large,  to  have  been  devoted,  in  any  coosd^ 
rable  degree,  to  visiting,  all  will  admit.  Yet  it  is  higUy  probable, 
that,  if  he  had  been  somewhat  less  in  his  study,  and  seen  mi  people 
occaaonally  in  the  midst  of  their  families,  and  known  more  oi  their 
circumstances  and  wants,  and  entered  OKNre  into  their  fedings ;  his 
hold  on  their  aflbctbns  would  have  been  stronger,  and  more  per* 
manent.  Certainly  this  will  be  true  with  ministers  at  large.— -In 
other  pastoral  duties,  in  preaching  public  and  private  lect^ures,  in 
extraordinary  labours  during  seasons  of  attention  to  rel^k»,  and  in 
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convemng  with  the  anxious  and  enquiring ;  he  was  an  uncoinmoii 
examine  of  fiedthfulness  and  success.  **  At  such  seasons,  his  study 
was  dironged  with  persons,  who  came  to  lay  open  their  spiritutil 
concerns  to  him,  mid  seek  his  advice  and  direction.  He  was  a  pe- 
t^diariy  skillful  guide  to  those,  who  were  under  spiritual  difficulties ; 
5and  was  therefore  sought  unto,  not  only  by  his  own  people,  but  by 
many  at  a  great  distance."  For  this  duty,  he  was  embently  fit- 
ted, from  his  own  deep  personal  experience  of  religion,  from  his 
unwearied  study  of  the  word  of  God,  from  his  having  had  so  much 
intercourse  vrith  those,  who  were  in  spiritual  troubles,  from  his  un- 
common acquaintance  with  the  human  heart,  with  the  nature  of 
conversion  and  with  revivals  of  religion,  and  from  his  skill  in  detect- 
ing, and  exposbg,  every  thing  like  endiusiasm  and  counterfeit  reli- 
gion. How  great  a  blessiiig  was  it  to 'a  church,  to  a  people,  and 
to  every  anxious  enquirer,  to  enjoy  die  counsels  and  the  prayers  of 
iRich  a  minister! 

Btrr  it  is  the  Theobgical  Treatises  of  Mr.  Edwards,  especially, 
by  which  he  is  most  extensively  known,  to  which  he  owes  his  com- 
manding influence,  and  on  wluch  his  highest  reputation  will  ulti- 
mately depend.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  before  we  conclude,  to 
sketch  hia  character  as  a  theologian  and  ccHitroversialist,  and  to 
state  the  actual  efibcts  of  his  writings. 

As  a  dieologian,  he  is  distinguished  for  his  scriptural  vietvi  of 
divme  truth.  Even  the  casual  reader  of  his  works  can  scarcely 
fail  to  perceive  Aat,  with  great  labour,  patience  and  skill,  he  deri- 
ved his  principles  from  an  extensive  and  most  accurate  observation 
of  the  word  of  God.  The  number  of  passages,  which  he  adduces 
from  the  scriptures,  on  every  important  doctrine,  the  critical  atten- 
tion he  has  evidently  given  them,  the  labour  in  arranging  them,  and 
the  skill  and  mtegrity,  with  which  he  derives  his  general  conclusions 
from  them,  is  truly  astonishing.  We  see  no  intermixture  of  his 
own  hypotheses;  no  confidence  in  his  own  reason,  except  as  applied 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  oracles  of  God ;  nor  even  that  disposi- 
tion to  make  extended  and  momentous  inferences,  which  charac- 
terizes some  of  his  successors  and  admirers. 

Another  characteristic  of  his  tlieology,  is  the  extensiveness  of  his 
views.  In  his  theology,  as  in  his  mind,  there  was  nothing  narrow ; 
no  partial,  contracted  views  of  a  subject :  all  was  simple,  great  and 
sublime.  His  mmd  was  too  expanded,  to  regard  the  distinctions 
of  sects  and  churches.  He  belonged,  in  his  feelings,  to  no  church, 
but  the  Church  of  Christ ;  he  contended  for  nothing,  but  the  Truth ; 
he  aimed  at  nothing,  but  to  promote  holiness  and  salvation.  The 
eflbct  of  his  labours  so  exactly  ccmicides  with  the  efiects  of  the 
gospel,  that  no  denomination  can  ever  appropriate  his  name  to  itself, 
or  claim  him  as  its  oWn. 

Vol.  I.  77  - 
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Viewing  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  ccmtroversialist,  the  most  e^cceUent, 
if  not  the  most  striking,  trait  in  his  character,  is  bis  irUegrii^ 
Those,  who  have  been  mosi  opposed  to  his  concludons,  and  have 
most  powerfully  felt  the  force  of  his  arguments,  have  acknowledged 
that  hQ  is  a  perfectly  fair  disputant.  He  saw  so  certainly  the  truth 
of  his  positions,  and  had  such  con&dence  in  his  abiliQr  to  defend 
them  by  fair  means,  that  the  thought  of  emplojriog  sophistry  'm 
their  defence  never  occurred  to  him.  But,  if  he  had  felt  the 
of  sound  arguments,  he  would  not  have  empbyed  it.  }ii» 
science  was  too  enlightened,  and  his  mind  too  sincere.  His  i 
in  all  his  inrestigauons,  was  ^e  discovery  and  the  defence  of 
Truth.  He  valued  his  positions,  only  because  they  were  true ;  and 
be  gave  them  up  at  once,  when  he  found  that  they  were  not  sup- 
ported by  argument  and  eviUence. 

Anpther  trait  iu  his  character,  as  a  reasoner,  is  arigituitityi  or 
invention.  Before  his  time,  the  theological  writers  of  each  given 
class  or  party,  had,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  followed  on,  one 
^  after  anpther,  in  die  same  beaten  patl) ;  and,  whenever  any  one 
had  deviated  from  it,  he  had  soon  lost  himself  in  the  mazes  of  er- 
ror. Mr.  Edwards  had  a  mind  too  creative,  to  be  thus  depend- 
ent on  otliers.  If  the  reader  will  examine  carefiiUy  his  controver- 
sial and  other  theological  works,  and  coippare  them  with  those  of  his 
predecessors  on  the  same  subjects ;  he  will  find  that  his  posilionsare 
new,  that  his  definitions  are  new,  that  his  plans  are  new,  mat  his  argu- 
ments are  new,  that  his  conclusions  are  new,  that  his  mode  of  reasoning 
and  his  methods  ofdiscovering  truth  are  perfectly  his  own;  andthaihe 
has  done  more  to  render  Theology  a  New  Science,  than,  with  per^ 
haps  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the  writers,  who  have  lived,  since 
the  days  of  the  Fathers. 

Another  characteristic  of  his  conU^oversial  writings  is  the  excd- 
lent  spirit^  which  every  where  pervades  them.  So  strikingly  is 
diis  true,  tliat  we  cannot  but  urge  every  one,  who  peruses  them,  to 
examine  for  himself,  whether  he  can  discover,  in  them  all,  a  soli- 
tary deviatk)n  irom  christian  kindness  and  sincerity.  By  such  an 
e^^ammation  he  v^dll  discover  in  them,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  fauness 
m  proposing  the  real  point  in  dispute,  a  candour  in  examining  the 
arguments  of  his  opponents,  in  stating  their  objections,  and  in 
suggesting  ojtbers  which  had  escaped  them,  and  a  cafe  in  avoiding 
every  thing  like  personality,  and  the  imputation  of  unworthy  mo- 
tives, rarely  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  controversy.  It  ^lould 
here  be  remembered,  that  he  wrote  his  Treatise  on  die  Afiecuons, 
and  his  several  works  on  Revivals  of  Religion,  in  the  very  heat  of 
a  violent  contest,  which  divided  and  agitated  this  whole  country ; 
that  in  his  Treatises  on  the  Freedom  of  die  Will,  on  Original  S», 
and  on  Justification,  he  handles  subjects,  wliich  unavoidably  awaken 
the  most  bitter  op|X)siuon  in  the  human  heart,  and  opposes  those, 
who  had  boasted  of  their  victories,  over  what  he  beheved  to  be  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIFE    OK    PBKSrDENT   EllWARDfi.  Oil 

caute  of  truth,  "with  nolittlp  glorying  and  itisuk ;"  that  his  Trea- 
tise on  the  Qualifications  for  Communion,  was  written  amid  all  the 
violence,  and  abuse,  and  injury  of  a  furious  parochial  controversy ; 
and  that,  in  the  Answer  to  Williams,  be  was  called  to  reply  to  the 
most  gross  personalities,  and  to  the  most  palpable  misrepresenta- 
tions of  his  arguments,  his  principles  and  his  motives. 

He  has,  I  know,  been  charged  with  sometimes  handling  his  an- 
tagonists, with  needless  severity.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
his  severity  is  never  directed  against  their  personal  character,  but 
merely  agamst  their  principles  and  arguments ;  that  his  wit  is  only 
an  irresistible  exposition  of  the  absurdity  which  he  is  opposing  ;* 
that  he  stood  fortfi  as  the  champion  of  truth,  and  the  opponent  of 
error ;  and  that,  in  this  character,  it  was  his  duty  not  merely  to 
prostrate  error,  but  to  give  it  a  death  blow,  that  it  might  never  rise 
again. 

But  the  characteristic  of  his  controversial,  and  indeed  of  all  his 
theological,  writings,  which  gives  them  their  chief  value  and  efiect, 
is  the  unanswerableness  of  his  arguments.  He  not  only  drives  his 
enemy  from  the  field,  but  he  erects  a  rampart,  so  strong  and  im- 
pregnable, that  no  one  afterwards  has  any  couraige  to  assail  it;  and 
his  companions  in  arms  find  the  great  work  of  defending  the  positions, 
which  he  has  occupied,  ahready  done  to  their  hands. 

This  impossibili^  6f  answering  bis  arguments,  arises,  in  the  first 
place,  fiom  the  strength  and  conclusiveness  of  his  reasoning.  By 
first  fixing  in  his  own  mind,  arid  then  exactly  defining,  the  meaning 
of  his  terms,  by  stating  his  propositions  with  logical  precision,  and 
by  clearly  discerning  and  stating  tjie  connection  between  his  pre- 


*Few  men  have  possessed  a  greater  fund  of  genuine  wit,  than  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. In  early  life,  he  found  it  difficult  to  restrain  it.  The  clear  reduc' 
Ho  ad  abrurdwn,  to  which  he  subjects  every  scheme  and  argument  of  his 
antagonists,  in  the  Freedom  of  the  Will,  is  usually  a  brilliant  example  of 
true  logical  wit.  The  Answer  to  Williams  abou'nds  with  it.  I  doubt 
whether  the  annals  of  Metaphysics  can  show  a  finer  specimen  of  it,  than 
the  following ;  which  is  the  conclusion  of  his  exposure  of  the  metaphysical 
notion  of  an  Action,  or  Act^  as  defined  by  Chubb,  and  his- associates ; 

'*So  that,  according  to  their  notion  of  an  Act,  considered  with  regard  to 
its  con8e<|uences,  these  following  things  are  all  essential  to  it;  vis*  That 
it  should  be  necessary,  and  yet  not  necessary ;  that  it  should  be  front  a 
cause,  and  yet  fi-om  no  cause;  that  it  should  be  the  fruit  of  choice  and  de-» 
sign,  and  yet  not  the  fruit  of  choice  and  design;  that  it  should  be  the  he-' 
ginning  of  motion  or  exertion,  and  yet  consequent  onpreviout  exertion ;  that 
it  should  be,  before  it  is ;  that  it  should  spring  immediately  out  of  indiff'er- 
ence  and  e^lihrium,  and  yet  be  the  effect  of preponderaUon  ;  that  it  should 
be  «e{^-originated,  and  also  have  its  original  from  something  else;  that  it  is 
what  the  mind  causes  t^^e^of  its  own  will,  and  can  produce  or  prevent  ac- 
cording to  its  choice  or  pleasure,  and  ret  what  the  mind  has  no  power  to 
prevent,  precluding  all  previous  choice  in  the  afikir. 

*'  So  that  an  Act,  according  to  their  metaphysical  notion  of  it,  is  some- 
thing of  which  there  is  no  idea;  it  is  nothing  but  a  confusion  of  the  mind, 
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imses^nd  conclunoos,  he  has  ghren  to  metaphysieal  reasooingy  very 
much  of  the  exactness  and  certainty  of  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion. 

Another  cause  of  the  unanswerable  character  of  his  reasonings, 
is,  that  he  usually  foUows  several  distinct  trains  of  argument,  which 
aU  terminate  in  the  same  c(»iclusion.  Each  of  them  is  satisfactory  ; 
but  the  union  of  all,  commencing  at  different  points,  and  arriving  at 
the  same  identical  result,  cannot  fail  to  convince  the  mind,  that  that 
result  is  not  tp  be  shaken. 

A  third  cause  of  this  is,  that  he  himself  anticipates,  and  effectu- 
ally answers,  not  only  all  Uie  objections  that  have  been  made,  but 
all  that  apparently  can  be  made,  to  the  pomts  for  which  he  con- 
tends. These  he  places  in  the  strongest  hght,  and  examines  under 
every  shape,  which  they  can  assume,  in  the  hands  of  an  evasive 
antagonist,  and  shows  that,  in  every  possible  form,  they  are  wholly 
mconclusive. 

A  fourth  cause  is  his  method  of  treating  the  opinions  of  hb 
opponents.  It  is  the  identical  method  of  Euclid.  Assuming  them 
as  premises,  he  with  great  ingenui^  shows,  that  they  lead  to  palpa- 
ble absurdity.  He  demonstrates  that  his  opponents  are  inconsistent 
with  themselves,  as  well  as  with  truth  and  common  seise ; — and 
rarely  stops,  until  he  has  exposed  their  error  to  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule. 

This  unanswerableness  of  Mr.  Edwards'  reasonings,  in  his  con- 
troversial works,  has  been  most  publicly  confessed.  The  Essay 
on  the  WiU  treats  of  subjects  the  most  contested,  within  the  limits 
of  theology ;  and,  unless  it  can  be  answered,  prostrates  in  the  dust 
the  scheme  of  doctrines,  for  which  his  antagonists  so  earnestly  con- 


excited  by  words  without  any  distinct  meaning,  and  is  an  absolute  non-en- 
tity;  and  that  in  two  respects :  1.  There  is  nothing  m  the  world  that  ever 
was,  is,  or  can  be,  to  answer  the  things  which  must  belong  to  its  descrip- 
tion, according  to  what  they  suppose  to  be  essential  to  iu  And,  3.  Ther^ 
neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  nor  can  be,  any  notion  or  idea  to  answer  iheword^ 
as  they  use  and  explain  it.  For  if  we  should  suppose  any  such  notion,  it 
would  many  ways  destroy  itself.  But  it  is  impos8ible  that  any  idea  or  notion 
should  subsist  in  the  mind,  whose  very  nature  and  essence,  which  constitutes 
it,  destroys  it. — If  some  learned  philosopher,  who  has  been  abroad,  in  giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  curious  observations  he  had  made  in  his  travels, 
slK>uld  sav,  *'  He  had  been  in  Terra  del  Fuego^  and  there  had  seen  an  ani- 
roal^which  he  calls  by  a  certain  name,  that  begat  and  brought  forth  himself, 
and  yet  had  asire  and  dam  distinct  from  himself,  that  he  hadan  appetite,  and 
was  hungry  before  he  had  a  being;  that  his  master,  who  led  him,  and  |^ 
verned  hiroat  his  pleasure,  was  always  governed  by  him,  and  driven  by  him 
where  he  pleased ;  that  when  he  nK>ved,  he  always  took  a  step  before  the 
first  step;  that  he  went  with  his  head  first,  and  yet  always  went  tail  fore- 
most  (  and  this,  though  he  had  neither  head  nor  tail:"  it  would  be  no  im- 
pudence at  all,  to  tell  auch  a  traveller,  though  a  man  of  profound  learning, 
that  he  himself  had  no  idea  of  such  an  animal  as  be  gave  an  ■'mk^ti^  o^aad 
never  had,  nor  ever  would  have." 
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leod.    Yet  hidierto,  it  stands  immoved  and  unassailed ;  and  the 
waves  of  controversy  break  harmless  9i  its  base.*    The  Treatise 
on  Origin)^  Sin,  though  written  chiefly  to  overthrow  the  hypothesb 
of  an  individual,  is  perhaps  not  less  conclusive  in  its  reasonings. , 
That  he  succeeded  in  that  design,  as  weU  as  in  establishbg  die 
great  principles  for  which  he  contends,  will  not  be  doubted  by  any 
one  who  examines  the  controversy ;  and  is  said  to  have  been  vir- 
tually confessed,  in  a  melancholy  manner,  by  Taylor  himself.    He 
had  bdisereetly  boasted,  in  his  larger  Work,  that  it  never  would  be 
answered^    The  answer  was  so  complete,  that  it  admitted  of  no 
repty.     His  consequent  mortification  is  said  to  have  shortened  his 
days.    Whether  it  was  trae,  or  not,  that  the  grasp  of  his  antagonist 
was  literally  death ;  it  was  at  least  death  to  the  controversy.    The 
Treatise  on  the  Qualifications  for  Communion,  attacked  the  most 
favourite  scheme  of  aU  the  lax  religionists  of  this  country^  the  only 
plausS^  scheme,  ever  yet  devised,  of  estahlidung  a  communion 
between  li^  and  d^kness,  between  Christ  and  Behal.    They  re^ 
garded  this  attack  with  indignatioti,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
Sie  other.    One  solitary  combatant  appeared  in  &e  field ;  and, 
being  lefi;  in  a  state  of  irrecoverable  prostration,  he  has  hitherto 
found  no  one  adventurous  enough  to  come  to  his  aid.    The  Trea- 
tise, and  Reply,  of  Mr.  Edwards,  by  the  conclusiveness  of  their 
reasonings,  have  so  changed  the  .opinion  and  practice  of  the  clergy, 
aad  the  chur(^%  of  New  Englatatd,  that  a  mode  of  admission^ 
once  almost  universal,  now  scarcely  finds  ^  solitary  advocate.  - 

But  it  oHLy  not  ^naturaUy  be  asked,  What  are  the  Changes  in 
Thedogy,  which  have  been  etbcted  by  the  writings  of  President 
Edwards.  It  ghres  me  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  can  answ^  thb 
questknit  m  the  worda  ol  bis  son,  the  late  Dr.  EMwards,  President 
of  Union  Cdlege,  Schenectady. 

"IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THEOLOGY, 

"  MADE  BT  PRESIDENT  EBWARDS,  AND  THOSE  WHO  HAVi:  TOLLOW- 
ED    HIS    COURSE   OF  THOUGHT. 

"1.  The  important  qvestion,  concerning  the  Ultimate  End  of  the 
Creation^  is  a  questum,  upon  wluch  Mr.  Edwards  has  shed  much 
light.  For  ages,  it  had  been  disputed,  whether  the  end  of  crea- 
tion was  the  happiness  of  creatures  themselves,  or  the  declarative 
glory  of  the  Creator.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  the  dispute  was  likely 
to  be  brought  to  an  issue.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  urged,  that 
reason  declared  in  iavour  of  the  former  hypodiesis.  It  was  said 
that,  as  God  is  a  benevolent  being,  he  doubtless  apted  under 

*I>ug;a1d  Stewart,  altudiDgto  it  in  conversation,  is  said,  on  good  authorl- 
tji  ta  have  spoken  of  it  tkos :— >»  Edwards  on  the  Will,  a  work  which  never 
wae  answered,  and  which  never  vnll  beanawered." 
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the  influence  of  bis  own  infinite  benevolence  in  the  cpeation ;  and 
that  he  could  not  but  form  creatures  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them  happy.  *  Many  passages  of  scripture  also  were  quoted  in  sup- 
4)ort  of  this  opinion.  On  the  other  hand,  numerous  and  very  ex- 
plicit declarations  of  Scripture  were  produced  to  prove  tl«it  God 
made  all  things  for  his  own  glory.  Mr.  EMwards  was  the  first, 
who  clearly  showed,  that  bodi  these  were  the  ultimate  end  of  the 
creation,  that  they  are  only  one  end,  and  that  they  are  really  one 
and  the  same  thing.  Accordbg  to  Mm,  the  declarative  glory  of  God 
is  the  Creation,  taken,  not  distributively,  but  collectively,  ais  a  sys- 
tem raised  to  a  high  degree  of  happiness.  The  Creation,  thus 
raised  and  preserved,  is  the  Declarative  Glory  of  God.  In  oAer 
words,  it  is  the  exhibition  of  his  Essential  Glctfy. 

"  2.  On  the  great  subject  of  Liberty  and  J^ecessUy,  Mr.  BMwards 
made  very  important  improvements.  Before  him,  the  Cahimiits^ 
were  nearly  driven  out  oi  the  field,  by  the  Armniam^  Pelagians, 
and  Socimans.  The  Calvinists,  it  is  true,  appealed  to  Scriptnre, 
the  best  of  aD  audiority,  in  support  of  their  peculiar  tenets.  But 
how  was  the  Scripture  to  be  understood  ?  TTiey  were  pressed  and 
embarrassed  by  the  objectkm, — That  ^  sense,  in  which  they  inter- 
preted the  sacred  writings,  was  inconsistent  with  human  liberty^ 
moral  agency,  acco%gntableness,  praise  and  blame.  It  was  conse- 
qaently  inconsistent  with  all  command  and  exhortation,  with  aH 
reward  and  punishment.  TRieir  interpretaticxi  must  of  course  be 
erroneous,  and  an  entire  perversion  oi  Scripture.  How  absurd,  it 
was  urged,  that  a  man,  totally  dead,  should  be  called  upon  to  arise 
and  p€o>rm  the  duties  of  the  living  and  sound— -that  we  should 
need  a  divine  influence  to  give  us  a  new  heart,  and  yet  be  com- 
manded to  make  us  a  new  heart  and  a  right  spirit — that  a  man  has 
no  power  to  come  to  Christ,  and  yet  be  commanded  to  come  to 
him  on  pain  of  damnation!  The* Calvinists  ihetliselves  began  to 
be  ashamed  of  their  own  cause  and  to  give  it  up,  so  far  at  least  as 
relates  to  Liberty  and  Necessity.  This  was  trqe  especially  of  Dr. 
Watts  and  Dr.  Doddridge,  who,  in  their  day,  were  accounted 
leaders  of  the  Calvinists.  They  must  needs  bow  m  the  house  of 
Bimmon,  and  admit  the  Self-determining  Power;  which,  once  ad- 
mitted and  pursued  to  its  ultimate  results,  entirety  overthrows  the 
doctrines  of  Regeneration;  of  our  Dependence  for  renewing  and 
sanctifying  grace,  of  Absolute  Decrees,  of  the  Saints'  Perseverance, 
and  the  whole  system  of  doctrines,  usually  denominated  the  Doc- 
trines of  Grace. — ^But  Mr.  Edwards  put  an  end  to  this  seeming 
triumph  of  those,  who  were  thus  hostile  to  that  system  of  doctrines. 
This  lie  accomplished,  by  pomting  out  the  difference  between  J^at- 
ural  and  Morat,  Necessity  and  Inability,  by  showing  the  absurdly, 
the^manifold*contradictions,  the  inconcelvaUeiiess,  and  the  imposR- 
bility,  of  a  SeJf-determining  Power,  and  by  proving  that  the  essente 
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of  the  Virtue  andVice^  existing  in  the  disposition  of  the  hetrt  and 
the  acts  of  the  will,  lies  not  m  their  caute,  but  in  their  nature. 
Therefore,  diough  we  are  not  the  efficient  causes  of  our  own  acts 
of  wiU,  yet  they  may  be  either  virtuous  or  vicious ;  and.  also  that 
hibtrty  of  Contingence^  as  it  is  an  exemption  from  all  previous  cer- 
tain^, implies  that  free  actions  have  no  cause^  and  come  into  exis- 
tence by  mere  chance.  But  if  we  admit  that  any  event  may  come 
iKto  existence  by  diaace,  and  without  a  cause,  the  existence  of  the  < 
Woiid  mi^  be  accounted  for .  in  this  same  way ;  and  Atheism  is 
estabiisfaed^ — ^Mr.  Edwards  and  his  followers,  have  further  illustra- 
ted this  subject  by  showing,  that^ee  action  consists  in  voKUon  itsdf, 
and  that  libertjf  consist?  ia  spontaneity.  Wlierever,  therefore,  there 
is  volition,  there  is  free  actum;  wherever  diere  is  spontaneity  there 
is  libeny ;  however,  and  by  whomsoever  that  liberty  and  spontaneinr 
are  eaused.  Beasts,  ther^nre,  according  to  their  measure  of  kkteU 
ligence,  are  as  free  as  Mm.  inteUigence,  therefore,  and  not  liberty y 
is  the  cmly  thing  wanting,  to  constitute  them  mord  agents.— ^Tbe 
power  of  self-determination,  alone,  cannot  answer  die  purpose  of 
them  i;^ >o  andertake  its  defence ;  for  self-determination  must  be 
free  frt>ih  all  control  and  previous  certainty,  as  to  its  operations, 
otherwise  it  must  be  subject  lo  what  its  advocates  denominate  a  fa- 
tal necessi^,  and  therefore  must  act  by  oontingence  and  mere 
chance.  But  even  the  defenders  of  self^etermination  themselves, 
are  not  wilHng  to  allow  the  prmcide,  that  our  actions,  in  order  to  be 
bee,  must  ha{^n  by  chance.-^Thtis  Bfr»  Edwards  and  his  follow- 
ers understand,  that  the  whole  controversy  cone^mmg  libeny  and 
neoessity,  depends  on  the  explajnation-of  the  word  Merfy,  or  the 
sense  in  which  that  word  is  used.  They  find  that  all  the  senses  in 
which  the  word  has  been  nsed,  with  respect  to  the  mind  and  its 
acts,  may  be  reduced  to  these  two :  1.  Either  an  entire  exemption, 
from  previous  certainty ,  or  the  certain  futurity  of  the  acts  which  it 
will  perform :  or2.  Spontaneity. — ^Those,  who  use  it  in  the  former 
sense,  cannot  avoid  die  consequence,  that,  in  order  to  act  freely, 
we  must  act  by  chance,  which  is  absurd,  and  what  no  man  will 
dare  to  avow.  If  then  Liberty  means  an  exemption  from  an  bflu- 
ence,  to  which  the  will  is,  or  can  be  opposed,  every  volition  is  free, 
whatever  may  be  the  manner  of  its  coming  into  existence.  If, 
furthermore,  God,  by  his  grace,  create  in  roan  a  clean  heart  and 
Iioly  votitions,  such  vditions  bemg,  by  the  very  signification  of  the 
term  itself,  voluniaru^  md  in  no  sense  opposed  to  the  divine  influ- 
ence which  causes  mem,  they  are  evidendy  as  free  as  they  could 
have  been,  if  they  had  come  into  existence  by  mere  chance  and 
without  cause.  We  have,  of  course,  no  need  oi  being  the  efficient 
causes  of  those  acts,  which  our  wills  perform,to  render  them  eitlier 
virtuous  or  vicious.  As  to  the  liberty,  then,  of  self-determination  or 
contbgence,  it  implies,  as  afready  observed,  that  actions,  in  order 
to  be  free,  must  teive  no  cause ;  but  are  brought  into  existence  by 
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idianee.    Thus  have  diejr  iBustncted  tbe  real  and  wide  diSaamcm 
between  Natural,  and  Moral,  Necessily.    They  have  prated  that 
this  difference  con^sts^  not  in  the  degree  of  previoui  eertakUyitM 
an  action  will  be  performed — but  in  the  fa«t,  that  natural  neceeeiiy 
admits  an  entire  opposition  of  the  will,  while  moral  neceseity  im- 
plies, and)  in  all  cases,  secures,  tbe  cofntent  of  the  wilL    It  fidlowB 
that  all  necessity  of  the  will,  and  of  its  acts,  is  of  the  moral  kmd; 
sni  that  natural  necessity  cannot  possibly  zS&d  the  will  or  my 
of  its  exercises.    It  likewise  follows,  diat  if  liberty,  as  applied  to  a 
nooral  agent,  mean  an  exemption  fix>m  aU  premoue  eertaimijf  that 
an  action  will  be  performed,  then  no  action  of  man  or  aiqr  olfaer 
creature  can  be  free ;  for  oa  this  suppostdan,  every  action  mtiat 
come  to  pass  without  dirine  prescience,  by  mere  chance,  and  con- 
sequently without  a  cause.— 'Now,  thmfore,  the  Cakinists  find 
themselves  plaeed  upon  firm  and  high  ground*    They  fear  not  the 
attacks  of  their  opponents^    They  face  them  on  the  groimd  <^iea- 
son,  as  well  as  oi  &:ripture.     They  act  not  merely  on  the  defen- 
8ive»    Rather  they  have  carried  the  war  into  Italy,  and  to  the  very 
eatesof  Rome. — ^6ut  all  this  is  peculiar  to  America;  exo<jit  that  a 
few  European  writers  have  adopted,  bom  American  authors,  the 
aentiments  here  stated.     Even  the  famous  Assembly  of  divines  had 
Yery  imperfect  Wews  of  this  subject*    This  they  prove,  when  th^ 
say,  "OKir  first  parents^  being  Igi  to  Ae  freedom  of  their  oum  wiUf 
feu  from  tbe  state  wherein  they  were  created  ;'''-HUid  **  God  fore- 
ordiuned  whatsoever  comes  to  pass,  so  as    tAe .  contingenaf  of 
second  causes  is  not  taken  away,  but  rather  established." — ^Tbese 
diidnes  unquestionably  meant,  that  our  first  parents,  in  the  instance, 
at  least,  of  their  fall,  acted  firom  self-determination,  and  hy  mere 
contingence  or  chance.     But  there  is  no  more  reason  to  believe  or 
even  suppose  this,  than  there  is  to  suppose  it  true  of  every  smner,  in 
every  sin  which  he  commits. 

'^  3.  Mr.  Edwards  veiy  happily  illustrated  and  expluned  The 
Natwre  nf  True  Virtue,  or  HoKne#«^— What  is  ths  Nature  of 
True  Virtue,  or  Holmess } — ^In  what  does  k  consist ; — and.  Whence 
arises  our  obligaticxi  to  be  truly  virtuous  or  half; — are  questions 
which  mwal  writers  have  agitated  in  all  past  ages.  Some  have 
placed  virtue  in  Self-love  ; — some  in  acting  agreeably  to  the  Fit- 
ness of  things  ^^---eome  in  fottomng  Conscience,  or  Mond  Senee; 
— some  mfoUovnng  Truth  ; — and  some  in  acting  agreeably  to  the 
Will  (f  God.  Those,  who  place. or  found  virtue  m  Fitness,  and 
those,  who  found  it  in  Truth,  do  but  use  one  synonymous  word  f<nr 
another.  For  they  douhdess  mean  moral  fitness,  and  moral 
truth ;  these  are  no  other  than  virtuous  fitness,  and  virtuous 
truth.  No  one  would  pretend  that  it  is  a  virtuous  action  to  give  a 
man  poison,  because  it  is  a  ^  or  direct  mode  oi  destroying  his  life. 
No  person  will  pretend  that  the  crucifying  of  Christ  waa  virtuous,  be- 
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^use  it  wail  true^  compared  with  the  ancient  prophecies. — To 
ibund  virtue  in  acting  agreeably  to  Conmencey  or  Moral  Sense^ 
justifies  the  perseou&ms  of  chnstians  by  Saul  of  Tarsus,  as  well  as 
a  great  proportion  of  heathenish  idoladry. — ^If  we  found  virtue  in 
the  fVUtof  Oodj  the  question  arises,  Whether  the  will  of  God  be 
our  rule,  because  it  is  in  fact  what  it  is,  wise^  good  and  benevolent; 
OT  whether  it  be  our  rule,  merely  ieeause  it  iiMs  tMl^  without  any 
consideration  of  its  nature  and  tendency :  and  whether  it  would  be 
a  rale  equaBy  binding,  as  to  observance,  if  it  were  foolish  and  ma- 
licious.— Mr.  Edwards  teaches,  that  virtue  consists  m  Benevolence. 
He  proves  that  every  tfoluntary  aetionf  which,  m  its  general  ten- 
dency and  ultimate  consequence,  leads  ^o  A^f^n^tt,  is  virtuous ; 
and  diat  every  such  action,  which  has  not  this  tendency,  and  does 
Bot  lead  to  this  consequence,  is  vicious.  By  happiness,  in  this 
case,  he  does  not  mean  the  happbess  of  ^  agent  only,  or  princi- 
pally, but  happiness  to  general^  hapjuness  on  me  large  icale.  Vir- 
tuous or  hdy  benevolence  embraces  both  the  agent  himself  and 
others^-all  intelligences,  wherever  found,  who  are  capable  of  a 
rational  and  moral  blessedness.  All  actions,  proceeding  from  such 
a  principle,  he  holds  to  hefit^  or  agreeable  to  thefitneu  of  things-^ 
a^eeable  equally  to  reaean,  and,  to  a  weU^f^omed  conscience^  or 
moral  eentCy  and  to  moral  truth^^^-^aad  agreeable  especiaHy  to  the 
wiU  of  Ctodj  who  ^^  is  hoirej^^  or  Benevdence. — ^In  tnis  scheme  of 
virtue  or  hdiness,  Mr.  Edwards  appears  to  have  been  originaL 
Much  mdeed  had  been  said,  by  most  moral  writers,  in  favour  of 
benevolence.  Many  things  they  had  published,  which  imply,  in 
their  consequences,  Mr.  Edward'  scheme  of  virtue.  But  no  one 
before  him  had  traced  these  consequences  to  their  pr(q)er  issue. 
No  one  had  formed  a  system  of  virtue,  and  of  morals,  built  on  that 
foundation. 

^*  4.  Mr.  Edwards  has  thrown  much  li^t  on  the  enquiry  concern- 
ing The  Origin  of  Moral  EvU.  This  question,  comprehending 
the  influence,  which  the  Deity  had  in  the  event  of  moral  evil,  has 
always  been  esteemed  most  difficult  and  mtricate.  That  God  is 
the  author  of  itn,  has  been  constantlv  objected  to  the  Calvinists, 
as  the  consequence  of  their  principles,  by  their  opponents.  To 
avdd  this  objection,  some  have  hofden  that  God  is  the  author  of 
the  ^ful  act  J  which  the  sinner  conomits,  but  that  the  sinner  himself 
is  the  author  of  its  sinfulneit.  But  how  we  shall  abstract  the  sin- 
fulness of  a  malicious  act  from  the  malicious  act  itself;  and  how 
God  can  be  the  author  of  a  malicious  act^  and  not  be  the  author  of 
the  fftoZioe,  which  is  the  sinfulness  of  that  act ;  is  hard  to  be  conceiv- 
ed. Mr.  Edwards  rejects,  wiA  abhorrence,  the  idea  that  God 
either  is,  or  can  be,  the  agent,  or  actw,  of  sin.  He  illustrates  and 
explains  this  difficult  suUect,  by  ^wing  that  God  may  dispose 
thines  m  such  a  manner,  that  sm  will  certainly  take  place  in  con3e« 
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quence  of  such  a  disposal.  In  luaintaining  tlus,  he  onlj  adheres  to 
his  own  important  doctrine  of  moral  necessity.  The  divine  dispo- 
sal, by  which  sin  certainly  comes  into  existence,  is  only  establishing 
a  certainty  of  its  future  existence.  If  that  certcmUyj  which  is  no 
other  than  moral  necessity,  be  not  incon^stent  with  human  liberty ; 
then  surely  the  came  of  that  certainty,  which  is  no  other  than  the 
divine  disposal,  cannot  be  mconsistent  with  such  liberty. 

"5.  The  followers  of  Mr.  Edwards  have  thrown  new  and  im- 
portant light  upon  The  Doctrine  of  Atonement.  It  has  been  com- 
monly represented,  that  the  atonement  which  Christ  made  was  the 
payment  of  a  debt,  due  from  his  people.  By  this  payment,  they 
were  purchased  from  slavery  and  condemnation.  Hence  arosd 
this  question, — ^If  the  anner's  debt  be  paid,  how  does  it  appear  that 
there  is  sny  pardon  or  grace  in  his  deliverance  ?-^The  followers  of 
Mr.  Edwards  have  proved,  that  the  atonement  does  not  consist  in 
the  payment  of  a  debt,  properly  so  called.  It  consists  rather  in 
doing  that,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  authority  of 
the  divine  law,  and  of  supporting  in  due  tone  the  divine  govern- 
ment, is  equivalent  to  the  punishment  of  the  sinner  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  law.  Now,  therefore,  God,  without  the  prostra- 
tion of  tus  authority  and  government,  can  pardon  and  save  those 
who  believe.  As  what  was  done  to  support  the  divine  government, 
was  not  done  by  the  sinner,  so  it  does  not  at  all  diminish  the  free 
grace  of  his  pardon  and  salvaticm.* 

"  6.  With  respect  to  The  Imputation  of  Adam's  Sin,  and  The 
Imputation  of  Chrisfs  Righteousness,  they  have  made  similar  im- 
provements.— ^The  common  doctrine  had  been,  that  Adam^s  sin  is  so 
transferred  to  his  posterity,  that  it  properly  becomes  their  sin. 
The  righteousness  of  Christ,  likewise,  is  so  transferred  or  made 
over  to  the  believer,  tliat  it  properly  becomes  his  righteousness. 
To  the  believer  it  is  reckoned  in  the  divine  account.---C)n  this  the 
question  arises,  How  can  the  righteousness  or  good  conduct  of 
one  person  be  the  righteousness  or  good  conduct  of  another.  If 
in  truth,  it  cannot  he  the  conduct  of  that  other ;  how  can  God, 
who  is  Omniscient,  and  cannot  mistake,  reckon,  judge  or  think,  it 
to  be  the  conduct  of  that  other  ? — ^The  followers  of  Mr.  Edwards 
find  relief  from  this  difficulty,  by  proving  that  to  impv:te  righteous^ 
ness,  is  in  the  language  of  Scripture  tojusttfy;  and  that,  to  impute 
the  righteousness  of  Christ,  is  to  justify  on  account  of  Christ's 
righteousness.     The  imputation  of  righteousness  can,  therefore,  be 


*The  three  Sermons  of  Dr.  Edwards,  od  the  Atonement,  are  the  foonda- 
lion  of  all  that  has  hitherto  appeared,  m  the  explanation  of  these  long* 
contested  and  obscure,  but  now  established,  pointy. 
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no  transfer  of  righteousness.  They  are  tht  beneficial  eo7uequenee$ 
of  righteousness,  which  are  transferred.  Not  therefore  the  right* 
eausness  of  Christ  itself^  but  its  beneficial  consequences  and  ad- 
vantages, are  transferred  to  the  believer. — In  the  same  manner 
they  reason  with  respect  to  the  imputation  oiAdanCi  Sin,  The 
baleful  consequences  of  Adam's  sin,  which  came  upon  himselff 
came  also  upon  his  po-4erity.  These  consequences  were,  that, 
after  his  first  transgression,  God  left  him  to  a  habitwd  disposition  to 
ttn,  to  a  series  of  actual  tran^essions,  and  to  a  liableness  to  the 
eurse  of  the  laWf  denounced  against  such  transgression. — ^The  same 
consequences  took  place  with  regard  to  Adam's  posterity.  By  di 
Ttne  constitution,  they,  as  descending  from  Adam,  become  like 
himself,  the  subjects  of  a  habitual  disposition  to  sin.  This  dispo- 
sition is  commonly  called  original  depravity.  Under  its  influence 
they  sin,  as  soon  as,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  they  act  at  all.  This 
depravity,  this  disposition  to  ^n,  leads  them  naturally  to  a  series 
of  actud  transgressions,  and  exposes  them  to  the  whole  curse  of 
the  law. — On  diis  subject  Two  Questions  have  been  much  agitated 
in  the  christian  world  : — 1.  Do  the  posterity  of  Adam,  unless  saved 
by  Christ,  suffer  final  damnation  on  account  of  Adam's  sin  ? — and, 
if  this  be  asserted,  how  can  it  be  reconciled  with  justice  ? — 2.  How 
shall  we  reconcile  it  with  justice,  that  Adam's  posterity  should  be 
doomed,  in  consequence  oi  his  sin,  to  come  into  the  world,  with  a 
habitual  disposition  themselves  to  sin  ? — On  die  former  of  these 
questions,  the  common  doctrine  has  been,  that  Adam's  posterity, 
unless  saved  by  Christ,  are  danmed  on  account  of  Adam's  sin, 
and  that  this  b  just,  because  his  sin  is  imputed  or  transferred  to  them. 
By  imputation,  his  sin  becomes  their  sin.  When  the  justice  of 
such  a  transfer  is  demanded,  it  is  said  that  the  constitution,  which 
God  has  established,  makes  the  transfer  jilst.  To  this  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  in  the  same  way  it  may  be  proved  to  be  just,  to  damn  a 
man  without  any  sin  at  all,  either  personal  or  imputed.  We  need 
only  resolve  it  into  a  sovereign  constitotion  of  (jod.  From  this 
difficult  the  followers  of  Mr.  Edwards  relieve  themselves,  by 
holding  that,  though  Adam  was  so  constituted  the  federal  head 
of  his  posterity,  that  in  consequence  of  his  sin  they  all  sin  or 
become  sinners,  yet  thev  are  damned  on  account  of  their  oum 
personal  sin  merely j  and  not  on  account  of  AdanCs  Jtn,  as  though 
they  were  individually  guihy  of  his  identical  transgression.  This 
leads  us  to  the  second  question  stated  above : — ^viz.  How  shall  we 
reconcile  it  with  perfect  justice,  that  Adam's  posterity,  should,  by  a 
divine  constitution  be  depraved  and  sinful,  or  become  sinners,  in 
consequence  of  Adam's  apostacy  ? — ^But  this  question  involves  no 
diffiqpity,  beside  that,  which  attends  the  doctrine  of  Divine  Decrees- 
And  this  is  satisfactory ;  because  for  God  to  decree  that  an  event 
shall  take  place,  is,  in  other  words,  the  same  thing  as,  if  he  make  a 
constitution,  vnder  the  operation  of  which  that  event  shall  take 
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place.    If  God  has  decreed  whatever  comes  to  pass,  he  decreed 
the  fall  of  Adam.    It  is  obvious  that,  in  equal  consistepcy  with 
justice,   he  may  decree  any  other  sm.      Consequently  be  may 
decree  that  every  man  shall  sin ;    and  this  too,  as  soon  as  be 
^all  become  capable  of  moral  action.    Npw  if  God  could,  con* 
sistently  with  justice,  establish,  decree,   or  make  a  constitudon, 
according  to  which   this  depravity,  this  sinfulness  of  dispositioD 
should  exist,  toithout  any  respect  to  Adam's  sin,  he  might  evi- 
dendy,  with  the  same  jusdce,  decree  that  it  sbould  take  place  in  ean- 
sequence  of  Adam's  sm.    If  God  might  consistently  with  justice 
decree,  that  the  Jews  should  crucify  Christ,  witbogt  the  treachery 
of  Judas  preceding,  he  might  wid^  the  same  justice  decree,  that 
they  should  do  the  same  evil  deed,  in  consequence  of  that  treach- 
ery.— ^Thus  the  whole  difficulty,  attending  the  connection  between 
Adam  and  his  posterity,  b  resolved  into  die  doctrine  of  the  divine 
decrees ;  and  the  foUowers  of  Mr.  Edwards  feel  themselves  placed 
upon  strong  ground — ground  upon  which  they  are  willing,  at  any 
dme,  to  meet  their  opponents. — ^They  conceive,  furthermore,  that, 
by  resolving  several  complicated  difficulties  into  one  simple  vindi* 
cable  principle,  a  very  considerable  improvement  is  made  in  the- 
dogy.     ^ce  the  discovery  and  elucidation  of  the  distinction,  be- 
tween natural  and  moral  necesaty,  and  inability ;  and  sbce  the  ef- 
fectual confutatkm  of  that  doctrine,  which  founds  moral  liberty  on 
self-determination ;  they  do  not  feel  themselves  pressed  with  the 
objections,  which  are  made  to  divine  and  absolute  decrees* 

"7.  Widr  respect  to  The  State  efihe  Unregeneraie,  The  Use  of 
Akansj  and  The  Exhortations,  which  owht  to  be  addressed  t^ 
the  Jmpenitenty  the  disciples  of  Mr.  Edwards,  founding  themselves 
on  the  great  principles  of  Moral  Agency  established  in  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Will,  have  «nce  his  day  made  considerable  improve- 
ment in  Theology. — ^This  improvement  was  chiefly  occasioned  by 
the  writing  of  Robert  Sandeman,  a  Scotchman,  which  were  pul>> 
lished  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards.     Sandeman,  in  the  most 
striking  colours,  pointed  out  the  inconsistency  of  the  popular 
preachers^  as  he  called  them;  by  whom  he  meant  Calvinistic  di- 
vines in  general.     He  proved  them  mconsistent,  in  teaching  that 
the  unregeoerate  are,  by  total  depravity,   ^'dead  in  tre^asses 
and  sins," — and  yet  supposing  that  such  sinners  do  often  attain 
those  smcere  desires,  make  those  sincere  resolutions,  and  offer  those 
sincere  prayers,  which  are  well  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
which  are  the  sure  presages  of  renewing  grace  and  salvation. 
He  argued,  that,  if  the  unregenerate  be  dead  in  sin,  then  all  that 
th^  do  must  be  sin ;  and  that  sin  can  never  be  pleasing  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.     Hence  he  taught,  not  only  that  all  the  exercises 
and  strivings  of  the  unregenerate  are  abominable  in  the  Divine 
view,  but  that  there  is  no  more  likelihood,  in  ciuisequence  of  their 
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strictest  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace,  that  they  ^ill  become 
partakers  of  salvation,  than  there  would  be  in  the  total  neglect  of 
those  means.    These  sentiments  were  entirely  new.     As  soon  as 
they  were  published,  they  gave  a  prodigious  shock  to  all  serious 
men,  both  clergy  and  laity.    The  addresses  to  the  unregenerate, 
which  had  hitherto  consisted  chiefly  in  exhortations  to  attend  on 
the  outward  means  of  grace,  and  to  form  such  resolutions,  and  put 
forth  such  desires,  as  all  supposed  consdstent  with  unregeneracy,  were 
examined.     It  appearing  that  such  exhortations  were  addresses  to 
no  real  spiritual  good ;  manyministers  refrabed  from  all  exhorta- 
tions to  tne  unregenerate.     The  perplexing  enquiry  with  such  sin- 
ners  consequently  was — ^^  What  then  have  we  to  do  ?   All  we  do  is 
ito.     To  sin  is  certainly  tprong.     We  ought  thertfore  to  remain 
stilly  doing  nothings  untu  God  bestow  upon  us  reneunng  grace.    In 
this  state  of  things,  Dr.  Hopkins  took  up  the  subject.     He  inquired 
particularly  into  the  exhortations  delivered  by  the  inspired  writers. 
He  published  several  pieces  on  The  character  oj  the  Unregenerate  ; 
on  Using  the  Means  of  Chrace;  and  on  The  Exhortations^  which 
ought  to  be  addressed  to  the  Unregenerate.     He  clearly  showed 
that,  although  they  are  dead  in  depravity  and  sin,  yet,  as  this  lays 
them  under  a  mere  Moral  Inability  to  tlie  exercise  and  practice  of 
true  holiness, — and  as  such  exercise  and  practice  are  their  unquestion- 
able duty,— to  /Awdutythey  are  to  be  exhorted.  To  this  duty  only,  and 
to  those  things  which  imply  it,  the  inspired  writers  constantly  exhort 
the  unregenerate.     Every  thing  short  of  this  duty  is  sin.     Never- 
theless, "  as  faith  cometh  by  bearing,"  those,  who  "hear,"  and  at- 
tend on  the  means  of  grace,  even  in  their  unregeneracy,  and  fronr 
natural  principles,  are  more  likely  than  others  to  become  the  sub- 
jects of  Divine  grace.    The  scriptures  sufficiently  prove,  that  this 
is  the  constitution,  which  Christ  has  established.     It  likewise  ac- 
cords perfectly  with  experience  and  observation,  both  in  apostolic 
and  subsequent  ages. 

**  8.  Mr.  Edwards  greatly  illustrated  The  Nature  (^Experimental 
Religion.  He  pointed  out,  more  clearly  than  had  been  done  be- 
fore, the  distinguishing  marks  of  genuine  christian  experience,  and 
those  religious  affections  and  exercises,  which  are  peculiar  to  the 
true  christian,  llie  accounts  of  christian  affection  and  experience, 
which  had  before  been  siven,  both  by  American  and  European 
writers,  were  general,  inaiscriminate  and  confused.  They  seldom, 
if  ever,  distinguished  the  exercises  of  sdj-love^  natural  conscience^ 
i^pd  other  natural  principles  of  the  human  mind  under  conviction  of 
divine  truths  from  those  of  the  new  nature^  given  in  regeneration. 
In  other  words,  they  seldom  distinguished  the  exercises  of  the 
sinner  under  the  law  work,  and  the  Joys  afterwards  often  derived 
from  a  groundless  persuasion  of  his  forgiveness,  from  those  sincere 
and  evangelical  affections,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  real  convert. 
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Tliey  did  not  show  how  far  the  unregenerate  sinner  can  proceed 
in  religious  exercises,  and  yet  fall  short  of  saving  grace,  but  tWs 
whole  subject,  and  the  necessary  distinctions  witib  respect  to  it,  are 
set  in  a  strikmg  light  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  Treatise  concemmg 
Religious  Aflfections. 

"  9.  TTiat  ourreligiotis  affections  must  be  disinterested^  was  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  improvements  made  by  Mr.  Edwards.  The 
word  disinterested — is,  indeed,  capable  of  such  a  sense,  as  af- 
fords a  ground  of  argument  against  disinterested  affections; 
and  scarcely  perhaps  is  an  instance  of  its  use  to  be  found,  ia 
which  it  does  not  admit  of  an  equivocation.  It  seems  to 
be  a  mere  equivocation  to  say,  that  disinterested  affection  is  an  im- 
possibility ;  and  that,  if  we  are  not  interested  in  favour  of  reUgion, 
we  are  indifferent  with  respect  to  it,  and  do  not  love  it  at  all.  But 
who  ever  thought  that,  when  a  person  professes  a  disinterested  re- 
gard for  another,  he  has  no  regard  for  him  at  all.*  The  plain- 
meaning  is,  that  his  regard  for  him  is  direct  and  benevolent,  not 
selfish^  nor  arising  from  sel6sh  motives.  In  this  sense,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards maintained,  that  our  religious  affections,  if  genuine,  are  disin- 
terested ;  that  our  love  to  (Jod  arises  chiefly — not  from  the  motive 
that  God  has  bestowed,  or  is  about  to  bestow,  on  us,  favours,  whe- 
ther temporal  or  eternal,  but — from  his  own  infinite  excellence  and 
glory.  The  same  explanation  applies  to  the  love,  which  every  truly 
pious  person  feels  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  every  truth  of  di- 
vine revelation,  and  for  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Gospel.  Very 
aifferent  from  this  is  the  representation,  given  by  most  theological 
writers,  before  Mr.  Edwards.  The  motives  presented  by  them,  to 
persuade  men  to  love  and  serve  God,  to  come  unto  Christ,  to  repent 
of  their  sins,  and  to  embrace  and  practice  religion,  are  chiefly  of 
the  selfish  kind.  There  is,  in  their  works,  no  careful  and  exact  dis- 
crimination upon  this  subject. 

# 
"  10.  He  has  thrown  great  light  on  the  important  doctrine  of  Rb^ 
generation.  Most  writers  before  him,  treat  this  subject  very  loose- 
ly. They  do  indeed  describe  a  variety  of  awakenings  and  con- 
victions, fears  and  distresses,  comforts  and  joys,  as  implied  in  it ; 
and  they  call  the  whole.  Regeneration,  They  represent  the  man 
before  Regeneration  as  dead,  and  no  more  capable  of  spiritual  ac- 
tion, than  a  man  naturally  deadis  capable  of  performing  those  deeds, 
which  require  natural  life  and  strength.  From  their  description,  a 
person  is  led  to  conceive,  that  the  former  is  as  excusable,  in  lus  omi»» 
sion  of  those  holy  exercises,  which  constitute  the  christian  charac- 
ter and  life,  as  the  latter  is,  in  the  neglect  of  those  labours,  which 
cannot  be  performed  without  natural  life.     From  their  account,  do 

*  The  whole  difficulty  is  removed  by  reflecting  that  dinnteresM  m  tlie 
cojiverM  ef  tef/iMh;  and  uninterutedy  the  converse  of  intermUi. 
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^ne  can  determine  in  what  the  change,  effected  by  regenerauon, 
consists.     They  do  not  show  the  enquirer,  whetlier  every  awaken- 
ed and  convinced  sinner,  vfho  afterwards  has  lively  gratitude  and 
K>y,  is  regenerated ;  or  whether  a  gracious  change  of  heart  implies 
joys  of  a  peculiar  kind  :  Neither,  if  the  renewed  have  joys  peculiar 
to  themselves,  do  the  teachers,  now  referred  to,  describe  that 
peculiarity;  nor  do  they  tell  from  what  motives  the  joys,  that  are 
evidence  of  regeneration,  arise.    They  represent  the  whole  man, 
hb  understanding,  and  his  sensitive  faculties,  as  renewed,  no  less 
than  his  heart  and  affections.    According  to  them  generally,  this 
change  is  effected  by  light.     As  to  this  indeed  they  are  not  per- 
fectly agreed.     Some  of  them  hold,  that  the  change  is  produced, 
by  the  bare  fight  and  motives  exhibited  in  the  gospel.     Others  pre- 
tend, that  a  man  b  persuaded  to  become  a  christian^  as  he  is  per- 
suaded to  become  a  friend  to  republican  government.    Yet  otners 
there  are,  who  hold  that  regeneration  is  caused,  by  a  supernatural 
and  divine  light  immediately  communicated.    Their  representation 
t)f  this  seems  to  imply,  and  their  readers  understand  it  as  implying, 
an  immediate  and  new  revelation*    But  according  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, and  those  who  adopt  his  views  of  the  subject,  regeneration 
consists  in  the  communication   of  a  new  spiritual  sense  or  taste. 
In  other  words,  a  new  heart  is  given.  This  communication  is  made, 
this  work  is  accomplished,  by  the  Spirit  of  God.     It  is  their  opinion, 
that  the  inteUectj  and  the  sensitive  faculties^  are  not  the  immediate 
subject  of  any  change  in  regeneration.    They  believe,  however, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  change  which  the  renewed  heart  expe- 
riences, and  of  its  reconciliation  to  God,  light  breaks  in  upon  the 
understandbg.    The  subject  of  regeneration  sees,  therefore,  tlie 
glory  of  Crod's  character,  and  the  glory  of  all  divine  truth.    This 
may  be  an  illustration.     A  man  becomes  cordiaUy  reconciled  to  his 
neighbour,  agmnst  whom  he  had  previously  felt  a  strong  enmity. 
He  now  sees  the  real  exceUencies  of  his  neighbour's  character,  to 
which  he  was  blinded  before  by  enmity  and  prejudice.     These 
new  views  of  his  neighbour,  and  these  different  feelings  towards 
him,  are  the  consequence  of  the  change :  its  evidence^  but  not  the 
change  itself. — At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Edwards  and  others  believe 
that,  in  savmg  experience,  the  sensitive  faculties  are  brought  under 
due  regulation  by  the  new  heart  or  holy  temper.      None  of  the 
awakenings^  fearsy  and  convictions^  which  precede  the  new  hearty 
are,  according  to  this  scheme,  any  part  of  Regeneration  ;  though 
they  are,  in  some  sense,  a  preparation  for  it,  as  all  doctrinal  know- 
ledge is.     The  sinner,  before  regeneration,  is  allowed  to  be  totally 
dead  to  the  exercises  and  duties  of  the  spiritual  life.     He  is  never- 
theless accounted  a  moral  agent.     He  is  therefore  entirely  blame- 
able  in  his  impenitence,  his  unbelief,  and  his  alienation  from  God. 
He  is  therefore,  with  perfect  propriety,  exhorted  to  repent,  to  be- 
<come  reconciled  to  God  b  Christ,  and  to  arise  from  his  spiritual 
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death,  that "  Christ  may  give  him  Kght." — ^According  to  this  sjrstcm, 
regeneration  is  produced,  neither  by  moral  suasion,  i.e.  by  the  argu- 
ments and  motives  of  the  Gospel,  nor  by  any  supernatural,  spiritual 
light;  but  by  the  immediate  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Yet  the 
Mght  and  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  are,  by  Divine  constitution, 
usually  necessary  to  regeneration,  as  the  blowing  of  the  ram's  horns 
was  necessary  to  the  fdling  of  the  walls  of  Jerico ;  and  the  moving 
of  the  stone,  from  the  mouSi  of  the  sepulchre,  was  necessary  to  the 
raismg  of  Lazarus." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  Mr .  Edwards  taught  us  in  his  writings,  in  a  man- 
ner so  clear,  that  mankind  have  hitherto  been  satisfied  wiA  the  in- 
struction. Why  Grod  created  this  material  and  spiritual  Universe ; — 
What  is  the  nature  of  that  Government  which  he  exercises  over 
Minds,  and  how  it  is  consistent  with  their  perfect  freedom  ; — What 
is  the  Nature  of  that  Virtue,  which  they  must  possess,  if  they  arc 
to  secure  his  approbation ; — ^What  is  the  Nature,  the  Source,  the 
Extent,  and  the  Evidences  of  that  Depraiity,  whjcb' characterizes 
Man,  as  a  fallen  being; — ^What  is  the  Series  of  Events,  by  which 
his  Redemption  is  accomplished ; — ^What  are  the  Qualifications  for 
that  Church,  to  wWch  the  redeemed  bekmg ; — ^What  are  die  Grounds, 
on  which  they  are  justified; — What  are  the  Nature  and  Evidences 
of  that  Religion,  which  b  imparted  to  them  by  the  Spirit  of  grace ; 
— What  are  the  Nature  and  Efiects  of.  that  Revival  of  religicHi, 
which  accompanies  an  efllusion  of  his  divme  influences  on  a  people ; 
—And  what  are  the  Inducements  to  United  and  Extraordinary 
Prayer,  that  such  efiHisions  may  be  abundandy  enjoyed  by  the 
Church  of  God.* — By  what  is  thus  said,  we  do  not  intend,  that  all 
his  reasonings  are  solid,  or  all  his  opinions  sound  and  scriptural ;  but 
we  know  of  no  writer,  since  the  dajrs  of  the  Aposdes,  who  has  bet- 
ter comprehended  the  Word  of  God  ;  who  has  more  fullv  unfolded 
the  nature  and  design  of  the  revelation  of  his  mmd,  which  it  con- 
tains ;  who  has  more  ably  explamed  and  defended  the  great  doc- 
trines, which  it  teaches,  who  has  more  clearly  illustrated  the  religion 
which  it  requires ;  who  has  done  more  for  the  purification  and  en- 
largement of  that  church  which  it  establishes ;  or  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  unfoldines  of  divine  truth,  will  find,  when  the  work  of 
every  man  is  weighed  m  the  balances  of  eternity,  a  larger  number 
to  be,  his  hope,  and  joy,  and  crown  of  rejoicing  in  that  day." — ^And 
when  we  remember,  in  addition  to  all  diis,  that  we  can  probably 
select  no  individ  ual,  of  all  who  have  Bved  in  that  long  penod,  who 
has  manifested  a  more  ardent  or  elevated  piety  towards  God,  a 
warmer  or  more  expanded  benevolence  towards  Man,  or  greater 


*  For  a  Cata!o|fue  of  the  vicrkw  of  Mr.  Edward*,  published  preTioas  to  this 
edition,  see  Appendix  Lk 
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puiit^^or  dianterestedness,  or  integritjr  of  character— one,  who  gave 
the  conceDtrated  strength  of  aU  his  powers,  more  absohitely,  to  the 
one  end  of  glorifying  God  in  the  sahration  of  Man ; — and  then  re- 
flect, that  at  the  age  of /^-^/bur,  in  the  highest  vigour  of  all  his 
faculties,  in  the  fulness  of  his  usefiilness,  when  he  was  just  entering 
on  the  most  important  stadon  of  his  life,  he  yielded  to  the  stroke  of 
death ;  we  look  towards  his  grave,  in  mute  astonishment,  unable  to 
penetrate  those  clouds  aqd  darkness,  whiph  ho¥er  aspund  it.  One 
of  his  weeping  friends*  thus  explained  this  most  surprising  dispen- 
sation:— <<  He  was  pouring  in  a  flood  of  light  upon  mankind,  which 
their  eyes,  as  yet,  were  too  feeble  to  bear." — ^If  this  was  not  the  rea- 
son ;  we  can  only  say — <<  Even  so.  Father !  for  so  it  seemed  good  in 
thygight.'* 


*  Dr.  FinJey. 


Vol.  I.  79 
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A  Farewell  Sermon^  preached  at  the  fir  it  Precinct  in  Northampioth 
after  the  people^  e  pMic  rejecHcn  ^  their  ndmeter^  and  renouncmg 
their  relation  to  him  as  Pastor  rfthe  Churckthere^onJnne  22, 1750; 
OccaHoned  Ip  difference  of  eetUimente^  concerning  the  requisiie 
Qualificatione  of  members  of  the  Churchy  in  complete  Mtomding; 
By  Jonathan  Edwarps,  A.  M. 

Acts  XX.  1 8.  Te  know,  (rom  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia,  at 
ter  what  manner  I  have  been  with  you,  at  all  seasons. 

Ver.  20.  And  how  I  kept  hack  nothing  that  was  profitable  imtoyou : 
but  have  showed  you,  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  firom  hoose 
to  house. 

Vei.  26, 27.  Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure 
from  the  blood  of  all  men  ;  for  I  have  not  shunned  to  dedare  unto 
you  all  the  Counsel  of  God. 

Gal.  iv.  15,  16.  Where  is  then  the  blessedness  ye  spake  of?  For  I 
bear  you  record,  that,  if  it  had  been  possible,  ye  would  have  plucked 
out  your  own  eyes,  and  have  given  them  to  me.  Am  I  therefore  be- 
come your  enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the  truth. 

Boston  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  S.  Knedandj  over  against  the  Prison  is 
Queen-Street     1751. 


PREFACE. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  that  some  of  the  readers  of  the  following  Sennos 
may  beinquisitive,  concerning  the  circumstances  of  the  difference  be« 
tween  me  and  the  people  of  Northampton^  that  issued  in  that  8f|  ara- 
tion  between  me  and  them,  which  occasioned  the  preaching  of  thk 
Farewell  Sermon.  There  is«  by  no  means,  room  here  for  a  full  ac- 
count of  that  matter.  But  yet  it  seems  to  be  proper,  and  even  neces- 
sary, here,  to  correct  some  gross  misrepresentations,  which  have  been 
abundantly,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  some  afiectedly  and  industriously, 
made,  of  that  difierence  :  such  as,  That  I  insisted  on  persons  being 
assured  of  their  being  in  a  state  of  salvation,  in  order  to  my  admitting 
them  into  the  Church  ;  that  I  required  a  particuUr  relation  of  the  me- 
thod and  order  of  a  person's  inward  experience,  and  of  the  time  aiNi 
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«iMUier  of  his  convenioD»  as  the  test  of  his  fitness  for  Christian  com- 
muDion  ;  yea,  that  I  have  undertaken  to  set  up  a  pure  church,  and  to 
make  an  exact  and  certain  distinction  between  saints  and  hypocrites, 
by  a  pretended  infallible  discerning  the  ^te  of  men^s  souls ;  that  in 
these  things  1  had  fallen  in  with  th^  wild  people,  who  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  New  Engknd,  called  SeparatuU ;  and  that  ( myself  was  be- 
come a  grand  SepianUiH;  that  I  arrogated  all  the  power  of  judging  of 
the  Qualifications  of  candidates  for  Communion,  wholly  tomysdf,  and 
insisted  on  acting  by  ofiy  sole  authority,  in  the  admission  of  members  in- 
to the  Church,  etc. 

In  opposition  to  these  slanderous  representations,  I  shaU,  at  present, 
dnly  give  my  reader  an  account  of  some  things,  which  I  laid  before 
the  Council,  that  separated  between  me  and  my  people,  in  order  to 
their  having  a  just  and  full  account  of  my  principles,  relating  to  the  af- 
lair  in  controversy. 

Long  before  the  sitting  of  the  Council,  my  people  had  sent  to  the  . 
Rev.  Mr.  Chirk  of  Salem  Yillage,  desiring  him  to  write  in  opposition 
to  my  principles.  Which  gave  me  occasion  to  write  to  Mr.  Clark, 
that  he  might  have  true  information  what  my  principles  were.  And 
in  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Council,  I  did,  for  their  informa- 
tion, make  a  public  deckration  of  my  principles,  before  them  and  the 
Chu^rch,  in  the  meeting  house,  of  the  same  import  with  that  in  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Claris,  and  very  much  in  the  same  words.  And  then, 
afterwards,  sent  in  to  the  Council,  in  writing,  an  extract  of  that  ^ 
tatter,  containing  the  information  I  had  given  to  Mr.  Clark,  in  the 
very  words  of  my  letter  to  him,  that  the  Council  might  read  and  con- 
sider it  at  their  leisure,  and  have  a  more  certain  and  more  satisfactory 
knowledge  what  my  principles  were.  The  extract  which  I  sent  in  to 
them,  was  in  the  following  words : 

<^  I  am  often,  and  I  do  not  know  but  pretty  generally,  in  the  coun- 
try! represented  as  of  a  new  and  odd  opinion,  with  respect  to  the  terms 
of  Christian  communion,  and  as.  being  for  introducing  a  peculiar  way 
of  my  own.  Whereas,  1  do  not  perceive  that  I  differ  at  all  from  the 
scheme  of  Dr.  Watts,  in  his  book,  entitle<l.  The  rational  fmmdaiian 
^  a  ChrUHau  Ckureh^  and  the  terms  of  Chrietian  Communion  ; 
which  he  says,  is  the  common  sentiment  and  practice  cf  all  reformed 
churches,  I  had  not  seen  this  book  of  Dr.  Watts*,  when  I  published 
what  I  have  written  on  the  subject ;  but  yet,  I  think  my  sentiments, 
as  I  have  expressed  them,  are  as  exactly  agreeable  to  what  he  lays 
down,  as  if  I  had  been  his  pupil.  Nor  do  1  at  all  go  beyond  what 
Dr.  Doddridge  plainly  shows  to  be  his  sentiments,  in  his  Rise  and 
Prioress  of  Religion^  and  his  Sermons  on  Regeneratimh  &nd  his 
Paraphrase  and  Notes  on  the  New  Testament.  Nor  indeed.  Sir,  when 
I  consider  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  in  your  letters  to  Major 
Pomroy  and  Mr.  Billing,  can  I  perceive,  but  ^hat  they  pome  exactly 
to  the  same  thing  which  I  maintain.  You  suppose,  the  Sacra- 
ments are  not  converting  ordinances  :  but  that,  as  seals  of  the  Coee- 
luntf ,  tkejf  presuppose  conoersicn^  especially  in  the  adult ;  ana  that  it 
is  visible  saintsh^f  or  in  other  wards,  a  credible  profession  of  faith 
and  repentanccj  a  solemn  consent  to  the  Gospel  covenant,  joinei.  with  a 
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good  conversdHm,  and  oompeiefa  meoMre  of  C^iriHiimiMtDMge,  it 
ibhat  ghes  a  Oospel  right  io  aU  sacred  ordinemetSi  hut  that  it  u  ne- 
cessary to  those  that  cdmeto  these  orMnancesf,  and  ^  ikotfe^tkaipnifesm 
a  consent  in  the  i^ospd  c&eenamt,  thiU  they  he  sincere  inthidr  frofBt- 
sitnh  or  at  least  should  think  themselves  do.*-^The  great  thing  "whk^  I 
havcf  scrupled  in  the  estmblished  method  of  this  Chdrch^s 'proceeding, 
and  which  T  dtire  no  longer  go  on  in,  is  tUetrpubttely  assevflkig  to  the 
form  of  {words,  reheai^scd  on  <:»c6dsion  of  thieir  adinisdidh  to  the  com- 
tHunion,  without  pretending  thereby  to  mean  lU^y  sock  ttbingi  asu 
hearty  consent  to  the  terms  of  the  Gospel  covenant,  6r  tt>  mfean  arty 
such  raith  or  repentance  as  b^kmjg  to  the  covenant  of  givce,  and  are 
the  grand  conditions  of  that  covenant ;  It  being,  ftt  the  totne  ^tfle  thiit 
the  Words  are  used,  their  knoWn  and  established  principle,  Which  (hey 
bpenlyprofbss  and  proceed  upon,  that  men  may  andoagtit  to  vtsb  fbeto 
words,  and  mean  no  such  thing,  but  something  else  of  a  'nature  far  in- 
ferior ;  which  I  think  they  have  no  distinct  detei^rnttte  notion  of ; 
but  something  consistent  with  their  knowing  that  they  do  not  choose 
Ood  as  their  chief  gobd;  but  love  the  v^orld  more  than  him,  and  that 
they  do  not  give  themtolves  up  (Entirely  to  God^  but  make  reserves ;  and 
in' short,  kriowlng  that  they  do  not  heartily  con^nt  to  the  Gdspel  co^e- 
naht,  but  live  still  under  the  reigning  poWer  of  the  love  of  ihe  worW, 
and  enmity  to  God  and  Christ.  So  that  the  words  6f  their  public 
professit^n,accordirt^  to  their  openly  dstabKshed  use,  cOase'to  i>e  oTtiM 
nature  of  atly  {Profession  Of  Gospel  faitb  and  repentance,  or  My  pro* 
pOr  compliance  whh  the  covenant:  fbr  H  is  their  profi^ssion,  that  the 
words,  as  nsed,  mean  no  such  thing.  The  Woti&  tiflisd,  «ndefr  the^ 
circumstances,  do  at  least  fail  Of  being  a  erediXi9e  pro^sion  Of  thefee 
things. — I  can  conceive  of  no  such  "virtue  in  a  eettain  set  of  words, 
that  it  is  proper,  merely  on  the  making  of  these  sounds,  to  admit  per- 
sons to  Christian  Sacraments,  Without  any  regard  to  any  pretended 
meaning  of  those  sounds:  nor  can  I  think,  that  any  institution  of 
Christ  has  established  any  such  term»  of  adtotesion  into  the  Cfaiistiin 
Church. — It  does  not  belong  to  the  contfov^rsy  between  me  and  my 
people,  how  particular  or  hrge  the  profession  should  be,  ^at  is  re- 
quired. I  should  not  choose  to  be  confined  to  ei[act  Nmits  as  to  that 
matter :  but,  rather  than  contend,  I  should  content  myself  with*  a  few 
words,  briefly  expressing  the  cardirtal  virtues  or  acts,  implied  in  a 
hearty  compliance  with  the  covenant,  made  (as  should  appear  by  en- 
quiry into  the  person's  doctrinal  knowledge)  understandingly ;  if 
there  were  an  external  conversation  agfeeable  thereto :  yte,  I  should 
think,  that  such  a  person,  solemnly  making  snch  a  profession,  had  a 
right  to  be  received  as  the  object  of  a  public  charity,  however  he  him- 
self might  scruple  his  own  conversion,  on  account  of  hia  not  remem- 
bering the  time,  not  knowing  the  method  of  his  conversion,  or  finding 
so  much  remaining  sin,  etc.  And,  (if  his  own  scmples  did  not  hin> 
der  his  coming  to  the  Lord's  Table,)  I  should  think  the  minister  or 
church  had  no  right  to  debar  such  a  professor,  though  heshonldsay 
he  d';'  not  think  himself  converted.  For  I  call  that  a  profession  of 
godliness,  which  i^  a  profession  of  the  great  things  wbei^ein  godli- 
ness consists,  and  not  a  profession  of  his  own  opinion  of  his  good 
estate. 
,    '' AbfOaMQitom  JMay  7, 1750." 
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Thus  ikr  my  letter  to  Mr.  Claric. 


The  Council  having  heard  that  I  had  made  certain  draughts  of  the 
Covenant)  or  Forms^f  a  public  Profession  of  Religion,  which  I  stood 
readj  to  accept  of,  from  the  candidates  for  Church  Communion,  they, 
'for  their  further  infbrmaition,  sent  for  them.  Aocordingly  I  sent  them 
ibur  distinct  draughts  or  fotms,  wMch  I  had  drawn  up  about  a  twelve- 
month before,  as  what  I  stood  ready  to  accept  of,  (any  one  of  them) 
rather  than  contend,  and  break  with  my  people. 

The  two  shortest  of  these  forms  are  here  inserted,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  reader.     They  are  as  follows  : 

^  I  hope  I  do  truly  find  a  heart  to  give  up  myself  wholly  to  Grod,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  that  covenant  of  grace,  which  was  sealed  in  my 
baptism  ;  and  to  walk  in  a  way  of  that  obedience  to  all  the  command- 
ments of  God,  which  the  covenant  of  grace  requires,  as  long  as  i  live." 

Another, 

'*  I  hope  I  truly  find  in  my  lieart  a  willingness  to  comply  with  all  the 
commandmtents  of  Qod,  which  require  me  to  give  up  myself  wholly  to 
him,  and  to  serve  htm  with  my  body  and  my  spirit.  And  do  accord- 
ingly now  promise  1o  walk  tn  a  way  of  obedience  to  aU  the  command- 
ments of  €k>d,  as  long  as  1  U?e." 

Suth  kind  of  professions  as  these  I  stood  ready  to  accept,  rather 
than  contend  and  break  with  my  people.  Not  but  that  I  think  it  much 
more  convenient,  that  ordinarily  the  public  profession  of  religion^  that 
is  made  by  Christians,  should  be  much  fbller  and  more  particular. 
And  that,  (as  I  hinted  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Clark,)  I  should  iM)t  choose 
to  be  tied  up  to  any  certain  form  of  words,  hot  to  have  liberty  to  vary 
the  expressions  of  a  public  profession,  the  more  exactly  to  suit  the  sen- 
timents and  experience  ef  the  professor,  that  it  might  be  a  more  just 
and  free  expression  of  what  each  one  finds  in  his  heart. 

And,  moreover,  it  must  be  noted,  that  I  ever  insisted  on  it,  that  it  be- 
longed to  me  as  a  Pastor,  befbre  a  profession  was  accepted,  to  have 
fttll  liberty  to  instru<^t  the  candidate  in  the  meaning  of  the  terms  of  it, 
and  in  the  nature  of  the  things  proposed  to  be  professed  ;  and  to  en- 
quire into  his  doctrinal  understanding  of  these  things,  according  to  my 
best  discretion  ;  and  to  caution  the  person  as  I  should  think  needful, 
against  rashness  m  mskmg  such  a  profession,  or  doing  it  mainly  for  the 
credit  of  himself  or  his  family,  or  from  any  secular  views  whatsoever, 
and  to  put  him  on  serious  self-examination,  and  searching  his  own 
heart,  and  prayer  to  God  to  search  and  enlighten  him,  that  he  may 
not  be  hypocritical  and  deceived  in  the  profession  he  makes :  withal 
pointing  forth  to  him  the  many  ways  in  which  professors  are  liable  to 
be  deceived. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  improper  ibr  a  minister,  in  such  a  case,  to  enquire 
and  know  of  the  candidate  what  can  be  remembered  of  the  circiun- 
stanc^  of  his  Christran  experience  ;  ns  this  may  tend  much  to  illus- 
trate his  profession,  and  give  a  minister  great  advantage  for  proper 
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iimtnictions :  though  a  pardcukr  knowledge  and  remembraace  of  the 
time  and  method  of  the  first  conversion  to  God,  is  not  made  the  test 
of  a  person's  sincerity,  nor  insisted  on  as  necessary  in  order  to  his  be- 
ing received  into  faU  charity.  Not  that  I  think  it  at  all  improper  or 
unprofitable,  that  in  some  special  cases  a  decUration  of  the  particular 
circumstances  of  a  person^s  first  awakening,  and  the  manner  of  his 
convictions,  illuminations  and  comforts,  should  be  publicly  exhibited 
before  the  whole  congregation,  on  occasion  of  his  admissioQ  into  the 
Church ;  though  this  be  not  demanded  as  necessary  to  admission.  I 
ever  declared  against  insisting  on  a  relation  of  experiences,  in  this 
sense,  (viz.  a  relation  of  the  particular  time  and  steps  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Spirit,  in  first  conversion,)  as  the  term  of  cemmunion  ^ 
yet,  if,  by  a  relation  of  experiences,  be  meant  a  declaration  of  experi- 
ence of  the  great  things  wrcughi^  wherein  true  grace  and  the  essen- 
tial acts  and  habits  of  holiness  consist ;  in  this  sense,  I  think  aa  ac- 
count of  a  person *s  experiences  necessary,  in  order  to  hb  admission 
into  full  Coromunioo  in  the  Church.  But  that  in  whatever  enquiries 
are  made,  or  whatever  account  is  given,  neither  minister  nor  church 
are  to  set  up  themselves  as  searchers  of  hearts,  but  are  to  accept  the 
serious  solemn  profession  of  the  welUnstructed  professor,  of  a  good 
hfe,  as  best  able  to  determine  what  he  fipdsin  his  own  heart. 

These  things  may  serve  in  some  measure  to  set  right  those  of  my 
readers,  who.  have  been  misled  in  their  apprehensions  of  the  state  of 
the  controversy,  between  me  and  my  people,  by  the  IbrameDtiooedl 
misrepresentations. 


FAREWELL  SERMON. 

U.  COBHITHIANS,   I.    14. 

Ai  al99  ye  hm>4  ackniowledged  u$  in  pari^  that  we  are  yowr  r^oicing^  even  at  ye 
aiso  are  ourt,  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jetut, 

The  Apostle,  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  chapter,  declares  what 
great  troubles  he  met  with,  in  the  course  of  his  ministry.  In  the  text, 
and  two  foregoing  verses,  he  declares  what  were  hb  comforts  and 
supports,  under  the  troubles  be  ifiet  with.  There  are  four  things  in 
particular. 

1.  That  he  had  approved  himself  to  his  own  conscience,  v.  12. 
For  owr  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  thai  in  mn- 
pUcity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  withjleshly  unsdom^  hut  by  the  grace  tf 
God,  we  Ime  had  our  conversation  in  the  worlds  <jmd  more  abundantlf 
to  you  wards, 

2.  Another  thing  he  speaks  of  as  matter  of  comfort,  is,  that  as  he 
had  approved  himself  to  bis  own  conscience,  so  be  had  also.to  the  con- 
sciences of  bis  hearers,  the  Corinthians  to  whom  he  now  wrote,  and 
that  they  should  approve  of  him  at  the  day  of  judgment 

3.  The  hope  he  had  of  seeing  the  blessed  fruit  of  his  labours  and 
sufferings  in  the  ministry,  in  their  happiness  and  glory  in  that  great 
day  of  accounts. 
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4.  That  in  hit  ministrj  among  the  Corin^iane,  he  had  approved 
htmself  to  his  Judge^  who  would  approve  and  reward  his  faithfoloess 
in  that  day. 

These  thlree  last  particulars  are  signified  in  niy  text  and  the  prece- 
ding verse  ;  and  indeed  all  the  four  are  implied  in  the  text :  It  is  im- 
pliedy  that  the  Corinthians  had  acknowledged  him  as  their  spiritual 
fathert  and  as  one  that  had  been  fa'ithful  among  them,  and  as  the 
means  of  their  future  joy  and  glory  at  the  day  of  Judgment^  and  one 
whom  they  should  then  see,  and  have  a  joyfhl  meeting  with  as  such. 
It  is  implied,  that  the  apostle  expected,  at  that  time,  to  have  a  joyful 
meeting  with  tkemf  before  the  Judge,  and,  with  joy,  to  behold  their 
glory,  as  the  fruit  of  his  labours ;  and  so  they  would  be  his  rt^ciemg. 
It  is  implied  also,  that  he  then  expected  to  be  approved  of  the  great 
Judge,  when  he  and  they  should  meet  together  before  Him  ;  aiDd  that 
he  would  theii  acknowledge  his  fidelity,  and  that  this  had  been  the 
means  of  their  glory ;  and  that  thus  he  would,  as  it  were,  give  them  to 
him  as  his  crown  of  refoicing*  But  this  the  Apostle  could  not  hope 
lor,  unless  he  had  the  testimony  of  his  own  conscience  in  his  favour. 
And  therefore  the  words  do  imply,  in  the  strongest  manner,  that  he 
had  approved  himself  to  his  own  conscience. 

There  is  one  thing  implied  in  each  of  these  particulars,  and  in  every 
part  of  the  text,  which  is  that  point  I  shall  make  the  subject  of  my 
present  discourse,  viz : 

DocTSiNiLi  Minist^v,  and  the  people  that  have  been  under  then* 
caie,  mnst  meet  one  another,  before  Christ's  tribunal,  at  the  day  of 
judgment. 

Ministers,  and  the  people  that  have  been  under  their  care,  must  be 
parted  in  this  world,  how  well  soever  they  have  been  united :  If  they 
are  not  separated  befbre,  they  must  be  parted  by  death  :  And  they 
may  be  separated  while  Kfb  is  continued.  We  live  in  a  world  of 
change,  where  nothmg  is  certain  or  stable  ;  and  where  a  little  time, 
a  few  revohitions  of  the  sun,  brings  to  pass  strange  things,  surprising 
alterattons,  in  particular  persons,  in  families^  in  towns  and  churchai, 
in  countries  and  nations.  It  often  happens,  that  those,  who  seem  most 
united,  in  a  little  time  are  most  disunited,  and  at  the  greatest  distance. 
Thus  ministers  and  people,  between  whom  there  has  been  the  greatest 
mutual  regard  and  strictest  union,  may  not  only  difier  in  their  judg- 
ments, and  be  alienated  in  affection ;  But  one  may  rend  from  the 
other,  and  aU  relation  between  them  be  dissolved ;  the  minister  may 
be  removed  to  a  distant  place,  abd  they  may  never  have  any  more  to 
do,  one  with  another,  in  this  world.  But  if  it  be  so,  there  is  one  meet- 
ing more  that  they  must  have,  and  that  is  in  the  last  great  day  of  ac- 
counts. 
Here  I  would  shew, 

I.  In  what  manner,  ministers  and  the  people  which  have  been  un- 
der their  care,  shall  meet  one  another  at  the  day  of  judgment. 
n.  For  what  purposes. 

ni.  For  what  reasons  God  has  so  ordered  it,- that  ministers  and 
their  people  shall  then  meet  together  in  such  ti  manner,  and  for  such 
purposes. 
I.  I  would  sheW|  in  some  particulars,  in  what  manner  ministers  and 
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the  people  which  have  been  under  their  caret  eh^l  loeet  one  cnolber 

at  the  day  of  judgment    Ck>ncerning  tbkp  L  would  olieerve  two  thio^ 

in  general. 

:    1.  That  they  ahall  not  then  meet  merely  as  all  nankiad  must  theo 

meet*  but  there  will  be  something  peculiar  in  the  manner  of  their 

meeting. 

2.  That  their  meeting  together,  at  that  timeysbaU  be  very  difiereot 
from  what  used  to  be  in  the  house  of  God  in  this  world. 

1.  They  shall  not  meeU  at  that  day,  merely  as  all  the  world  must 
then  meet  together.    I  would  observe  a  difieience  in  two  things. 

(1.)  As  to  a  clear  actual  viewy  and  distinct  knowledge  and  ootioe 
ef  each  other. 

Although  the  whole  world  will  be  then  preseynt*  all  mankind  of  M 
generations  gathered  in  one  vast  assembly^  with  all  of  the  angelic  na* 
ture,  both  elect  and  fallen  angels ;  yet  we  need  not  suppose,  tfaateve- 
ry  one  will  have  a  distinct  and  particuliMr  knowledge  of  each  individual 
of  the  w^le  assembled  multitude,  which  will  undoubtedly  consist  of 
many  millions  of  millions.  Though  it  is  probable  that  men's  capaci- 
ties will  be  much  greater  than  in  their  present  state,  yet  they  will  not 
be  infinite :  Though  their  understanding  4ind  comprehension  will  be 
vastly  extended,  yet  nien  will  not  be  deified.  There  will  probably  be 
a  very  enlarged  view,  that  particular  p^srsons  will  have  of  the  varioas 
parts  and  members  of  that  vast  assembly,  and  so  of  the  prooeedings  of 
that  great  day ;  but  yet  it  most  needs  be,-  that  according  to  the  nature 
of  finite  minds,  some  persons  and  some  things^  at  that  day,  shall  Ml 
more  under  the  notice  of  particular  persons  than  others ;  and  this,  (aa 
we  may  well  suppose,)  according  as  they  shall  have  a  nearer  con- 
cern with  some  than  others,  in  the  transactions  of  the  day*  There 
will  be  special  reason,  why  those  who  have  had  special  concerns  to- 
gether, in  this  world,  in  their  state  of  probation,  and  whose  mutual 
affiiirs  will  be  then  to  be  tried  and  judged,  should  especially  be  set  io 
one  another's  view.  Thus  we  may  suppose,  that  rulers  and  sub^ts, 
earthly  judges  and  those  whom  they  have  judged,  neighbours  who  have 
bad  mutual  converse,  dealings  and  coqntests,  heads  of  fiuaiilies  and  Iheir 
children  and  seivants,  shall  then  meet,  and  in  a  peculiar  distinction 
be  set  together.  And  especially  will  it  be  thus  with  ministers  and  tbeir 
people.  It  18  evident,  by  the  text,  that  these  shall  be  in  each  others* 
view,  shall  distinctlv  know  each  other,  and  shall  have  particular  notice 
one  of  another  at  that  time. 

(2.)  They  shall  meet  together,  as  having  special  concern,  one  with 
another^  in  the  great  tmnsactions  of  that  day. 

Although  they  shall  meet  the  whole  world  at  that  time,,yet  they  will 
not  have  any  immediate  and  particular  concern  with  all.  Yea,  the  fiir 
greater  part  ef  those  who  shall  then  be  gathered  together,  will  be  such 
as  they  have  had  no  iaftercoune.  with  in  their  state  of  probation,  and 
so  will  have  no  mutual  concerns  to  be  judged  of.  But  as  to  miflistefs, 
and  the  people  that  have  been  under  their  eare,  they  will  be  such  as 
have  had  much  mmediaae  eoncera  one  with  another,  in  matters  of  the 
greatest  momeol,  that  ever  m^ikind  have  to  do  one  with  another  itk 
Therefore  they  especially  must  meet,  and  be  brought  together  befare 
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ihe  Judge)  as  having  special  concern  one  with  another  in  the  design 
and  business  of  that  great  day  of  accounts. 

Thus  their  meeting,  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  will  be  diverse  from  the 
meeting  of  mankind  in  geneial. 

2.  Their  meeting,  at  the  day  of  Judgment,  will  be  very  diverse  from 
their  meetings  one  with  another  in  this  world. 

Ministers  and  their  people,  while  their  relation  continues,  often  meet 
together  in  this  world  :  They  are  wont  to  ipeet  from  sabbath  to  sab- 
bath, and  at  other  times,  for  the  public  worship  of  God,  and  adminis- 
tration of  ordinances,  and  the  solemn  services  of  God's  house  :  And 
beside  these  meetings  they  have  also  occasion  to  meet  for  the 
determining  and  managing  their  ecclesiastical  afiairs,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  church  discipline,  and  the  settling  and  adjusting  those 
things  which  concern  the  purity  and  good  order  of  public  aduiinistra* 
tions.  But  their  meeting  at  the  day  of  Judgment  will  be  exceeding 
diverse,  in  its  manner  and  circumstances,  from  any  such  meetings  and 
interviews  as  they  have»  one  with  another,  in  the  present  state.  I 
would  observe  how,  in  a  few  particulars. 

(1.)  Now  they  meet  together  in  a  preparatory  mutable  state,  but 
then  in  an  unchangeable  state. 

Now,  sinners  in  the  congregation  meet  their  mitiister  in  a  state 
wherein  they  are  capable  of  a  saving  change,  capable  of  being  turned, 
through  God*s  blessing  on  the  ministrations  and  labours  of  Uieir  pas- 
tor, from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  and  being  brought  out  of  a 
state  of  guilt,  condemation  and  wrath,  to  a  state  of  peace  and  favour 
with  GckI,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  his  children,  and  a  title 
to  their  eternal  inheritance.  And  saints  now  meet  their  ministers  with 
great  remains  of  corruption,  and  sometimes  under  great  spiritual  diffi- 
culties and  affliction :  And  therefore  are  yet  the  proper  subjects  of 
means  of  a  happy  alteration  of  their  state,  consisting  jn  a  greater 
freedom  from  these  things ;  which  they  have  reason  to  hope  for  in 
the  way  of  an  attendance  on  ordinances  ;  and  of  which  God  is  pleased 
commonly  to  make  his  ministers  the  instruments.  And  ministers  and 
their  people  now  meet  in  order  to  the  bringing  to  pass  such  happy 
changes ;  they  are  the  great  benefits  sought  in  their  solemn  meetings 
in  this  world. 

But  when  they  shall  meet  together  at  the  day  of  judgment,  it  will  be 
far  otherwise.  They  will  not  then  meet  in  order  to  the  use  of  means 
for  the  bringing  to  effect  any  such  changes  ;  for  they  will  all  meet  in 
an  unchangeable  state.  Sinners  will  be  in  an  unchangable  state: 
They  who  then  shall  be  under  the  guilt  and  power  of  sin,  and  have  the 
wrath  of  God  abiding  on  them,  shall  be  beyond  all  remedy  or  possibility 
of  change,  and  shall  meet  their  ministers  without  any  hopes  of  relief 
or  remedy,  or  getting  any  good  by  their  means.  And  as  for  the  saints, 
they  will  lie  already  perfectly  delivered  from  all  their  before  remaining 
corruption,  temptation  and  calamities,  of  every  kind,  and  set  forever 
out  of  their  reach  ;  and  no  deliverance,  no  ^appy  alteration  will  remain 
to  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  the  use  of  means  of  grace,  under  the 
administration  of  ministers.  It  will  then  be  pronounced.  He  thai  it 
WMvM^  Id  Mm  heumjiut  sHU;  and  he  thai  is  JUihy,  lei  him  be  iUihjt 
Vol.  L  80 
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HUl;ttndhethaiurighie<m4flethmberighieoiiustiU;  andheikmtiw 
MyMhimhekolyHm. 

(2.)  Then  they  shall  Itoeet  together  id  a  state  of  clear,  certain  aikT 
infiillible  light. 

Ministers  are  set  as  guides  and  teachersy  and  are  represented  in 
Scripture)  as  lights  set  up  in  the  churches  ;  and  in  the  present  state 
meet  their  people,  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  instruct  and  enlighten 
them,  to  correct  their  mistakes,  and  to  be  a  voice  behind  them,  when 
they  turn  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  the  left,  saying,  ThxMis  the  wa^^ 
wcik  ye  in  U;  to  evince  and  confirm  the  truth  by  exhibiting  the  pro* 
per  evidences  of  it,  and  to  refute  errors  and  corrupt  opinionSf  to  con- 
vince the  erroneous  and  establish  the  doubting.  But  when  Christ 
shall  come  to  Judgment,  every  error  and  false  opinion  shall  be  detect- 
ed :  all  deceit  and  delusion  shall  vanish  away  before  the  light  of  tii«t 
day,  as  the  darkness  of  the  night  vani^(hes  at  the  appearance  of  the 
rising  sun  ;  and  every  doctrine  of  the  word  of  God  shall  then  appear 
in  full  evidence,  and  none  shall  remain  unconvinced  ;  all  shall  know 
the  truth  with  the  greatest  certainty,  and  there  shall  be  no  mistakes  to 
rectify. 

Now  ministers  and  their  people  may  disagree  in  their  judgments 
concerning  some  matters  of  religion,  and  may  sometimes  meet  to  con- 
fer together  concerning  those  things  wherein  they  differ,  and  to  hear 
the  reasons  that  may  be  offered  on  one  side  and  the  other ;  and  dl  may 
be  ineffectual,  as  to  any  conviction  of  the  truth ;  they  may  meet  and 
part  again,  no  more  agreed  than  before ;  and  that  side  which  was  m 
the  wrong,  may  remain  so  still :  Sometimes  the  meetings  of  ministers 
with  their  people,  in  such  a  case  of  disagreeing  sentiments,  are  attend- 
ed with  unhappy  debate  and  controversy,  managed  with  much  preju- 
dice, and  want  of  candour  ;  not  tending  to  light  and  conviction,  but 
rather  to  confirm  and  increase  darkness,  and  establish  opposition  to 
the  truth,  and  alienation  of  affection  one  from  another.  But  when 
they  shall  hereafler  meet  together,  at  the  day  of  Judgment,  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  great  Judge,  the  mind  and  will  of  Christ  will  be  made 
known  ;  and  there  shall  no  longer  be  any  debate,  or  difference  of  opin- 
ions ;  the  evidence  of  the  truth  shall  appear  beyond  all  dispute,  and  all 
controversies  shall  be  finally  and  forever  decided. 

Now  ministers  meet  their  people,  in  order  to  enlighten  and  awaken 
the  consciences  of  sinners  ;  setting  before  them  the  great  evil  and  dan^ 
ger  of  sin,  the  strictness  of  God's  law,  their  own  wickedness  of  heart, 
and  practice,  the  great  guilt  they  ace  qnder,  the  wrath  that  abides  upon 
them,  and  their  impotence,  blindness,  poverty  and  helpless  and  undone 
condition :  But  all  is  often  in  vain  ;  they  remain  sgll,  notwithstanding 
all  their  ministers  can  say,  stUpid  and  una  wakened,  and  their  coneoieo- 
ces  unconvinced.  But  it  will  not  be  so  at  their  last  meeting  at  the  day 
of  Judgment ;  sinners,  when  they  shall  meet  tbeir  Judge,  will  not  meet 
him  with  a  stupid  conscience :  they  will  then  be  fully  convinced  €»f  the 
truth  of  those  things,  whic^  they  formerly  heard  from  him,  concerning 
the  greatness  and  terrible  majesty  of  God,  his  holiness  and  hatred  Si 
sin,  and  his  awful  justice  in  punishing  it,  the  strictness  of  his  law» 
and  the  dreadfulness  and  truth  of  his  threetenings,  and  their  own  un- 
speakable guilt  and  misery ;  and  they  shall  never  more  be  ineenaibleof 
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^tmm  MngB:  the  eyes  of  conscience  will  now  be  folly  enlifbtened» 
«nd  nerer  shall  be  blinded  again  :  the  mouth  of  conscience  shall  now 
be  opened,  and  never  shall  1^  shut  any  more. 

Now  ministers  meet  with  their  people^  in  public  and  private,  in  or- 
der to  enlighten  them  concerning  the  state  of  their  souls ;  to  open  and 
apply  the  rules  of  God's  word  to  them,  in  order  to  their  searching 
their  own  hearts,  and  discerning  the  state  that  they  are  in.  But  now, 
ministers  have  no  infidlible  disoeming  the  sUte  of  the  souls  of  their 
people ;  and  the  most  skilful  of  them  are  liable  i/o  mistakes,  and  often 
are  mistaken  in  things  of  this  nature ;  nor  are  the  people  able  certainly 
to  know  the  stale  of  their  minister,  or  one  another^s  state ;  very  often, 
those  pass  among  them  for  saints,  and  it  may  be  eminent  saints,  that 
are  grand  hypocrites ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  those  are  sometimes  cen- 
sured, or  hardly  received  into  their  charity,  that  are  indeed  some  of 
God's  jewels.  And  nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  men  to  be  mis- 
taken concerning  their  own  state :  Many  that  are  abominable  to  God, 
and  the  children  of  his  wrath,  think  highly  of  themselves,  as  his  precious 
saints  and  dear  children.  Yea,  there  is  reason  to  think,  that  often 
some,  that  are  most  bold  in  tbehr  confidence  of  their  safe  and  happy 
atate,  and  think  themselves  not  only  true  saints,  but  the  most  eminent 
saints  in  the  congregation,  are,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  a  smoke  in  God's 
nose.  And  thus  it  undoubtedly  often  is,  in  those  congregations  where 
the  word  of  God  is  most  ftiithfully  dispensed ;  notwithstanding  all  that 
ministers  can  say  in  their  clearest  explications,  and  most  searching  ap* 
pKeationsof  the  doctrines  and  rules  of  God's  word  to  the  souls  of  their 
hearers,  in  their  meetings  one  with  another.  But,  in  the  day  a(  Judg- 
ment, they  shall  have  another  sort  a(  meeting ;  then  the  secrets  of  every 
heart  shall  be  made  manifest,  and  every  man's  state  shall  be  perfectly 
known.  I  Oor.  W.  5.  Therefyre  jndge,  ncikmg  hefore  the  time^  wM 
ikeLordeome;  who  bcih  wUl  kring  to  light  the  hidden  things  ef  dark* 
nesst  and  wiUnmke  manifest  the  comueU  cf  the  heart:  And  thenshaU 
eeery  mam  hace  praise  of  God,  Then  none  shall  be  deceived  concern- 
ing his  own  state,  nor  shall  be  any  more  in  doubt  about  it.  There  shall 
be  an  eternal  end  lo  all  the  self-conceit  and  vain  hopes  of  deluded  hy- 
pocrites, and  all  the  doubts  and  fears  of  sincere  christians.  And  then 
shall  all  know  the  state  of  one  another's  souls :  the  people  shall  know 
whether  their  minister  has  been  sincere  and  faithful,  and  the  minister 
ahall  know  the  state  of  every  one  of  their  people,  and  to  whom  the 
word  and  ordinances  of  God  have  been  a  savour  of  life  unto  life,  and 
to  whom  a  savour  of  death  unto  death. 

Now  in  this  present  state,  it  often  happens  that,  when  ministers  and 
people  meet  together,  to  debate  and  manage  their  ecclesiastical  affiiirs, 
especially  in  a  state  of  controversy,  they  are  ready  to  judge  and  censure 
one  another,  with  regard  to  each  other's  views  and  designs,  and  the 
principles  and  ends  that  each  is  influenced  by^  and  are  greatly  mista- 
ken in  their  judgment,  and  wron^  one  another  in  their  censures :  but 
at  that  future  meeting,  things  will  be  set  in  a  true  and  perfect  lights 
and  the  principles  and  aims,  that  every  one  has  acted  from,  shall  be 
certainly  known  ;  and  there  will  be  an  end  to  all  errors  of  this  kind, 
and  all  unrighteous  censures.  v 

(3.)  In  this  world,  n^inist^rs  and  their  people  often  meet  together, 
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to  hear  of,  and  wait  upon,  an  unseen  Lord  ;  but  at  tiie  day  of  Judg- 
ment, they  dhall  meet  in  his  most  immediate  and  visible  presence* 

Ministers,  who  now  often  meet  their  people,  to  preach  to  tbem  the  , 
King  eternal,  immortal  and  invisible,  to  convince  them  that  there  is  a 
Godf  and  declare  to  them  what  manner  of  being  he  is,  and  to  convinee 
them  that  he  governs,  and  will  judge,  the  world,  and  that  there  is  a  fu- 
ture state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  and  to  preach  to  them  a  Chrial 
in  heaven,  at  the  right  hand  of  God,«in  an  unseen  world,  shall  then 
meet  their  people  in  the  most  immediate  sensible  presence  of  this  great 
(iod,  Saviour  and  Judge,  appearing  in  the  most  plain,  visible  and  opeo 
manner,  with  great  gloiy>  with  all  his  holy  angels,  before  them  and  the 
whole  world.  They  shall  not  meet  them  to  hear  about  an  abeeal 
Christ,  an  unseen  Lord,  and  fbture  Judge ;  but  to  appear  before  that 
Judge,  and  as  being  set  together  in  the  presence  of  that  supreme 
Lord,  in  his  immense  glory  and  awful  majesty,  whom  they  have  heard 
of  so  often,  in  their  meetings  together  on  eaith. 

(4.)  The  meeting,  at  the  last  day,  of  ministers  and  the  people  that 
have  been  under  their  care,  will  not  be  attended,  by  any  one,  with  a 
careless  heedless  heart. 

With  such  a  heart  are  their  meetings  often  attended  in  this  worki» 
by  many  persons,  having  little  regard  to  him  whom  they  pretend  uni- 
^tedly  to  adore,  in  the  solemn  duties  of  his  public  won^ip,  taking  little 
heed  to  their  own  thoughts  or  the  frame  of  their  minds,  not  attending  to 
the  business  they  are  engaged  in,  nor  considering  the  end  for  which  ^ibj 
are  come  together:  but  Uie  meeting,  at  that  great  day,  will  be  very 
different;  there  will  not  be  one  careless  heart,  no  sleepingy  no  wander- 
ing of  mind,  from  the  great  concern  of  the  meeting,  no  inattentivenesa 
to  the  business  of  the  day,  no  regardlesspess  of  ^  presence  they  are 
in,  or  of  those  great  things  which  they  shall  hear  from  Christ  at  that 
meeting,  or  that  they  formerly  heard  from  him,  and  of  him,  by  their 
ministers,  in  their  meetings  in  a  state  of  trial,  or  which  they  shall  now 
hear  their  ministers  declaring  concerning  them,  before  thcor  Judge* 

Having  observed  these  things,  concerning  the  manner  and  circum- 
stances of  this  future  meeting  of  ministers  and  the  people  that  have 
been  under  their  care,  before  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  at  the  day  of  Judg* 
ment,  I  now  proceed, 

U.  To  observei  to  what  purposes  they  shall  then  meet. 

1.  To  give  an  account  before  the  great  Judge,  of  their  behaviour 
one  to  another,  in  the  relation  they  stood  to  each  other  in  this  world. 

Ministers  are  sent  forth,  by  Christ,  to  their  people  on  his  business, 
are  his  sei^vants  and  messengers  ;  and  when  they  have  finished  their 
service,  they  must  return  to  their  master,  to  give  him  an  account  of 
what  they  have  done,  and  of  the  entertainment  they  have  had  in  per- 
forming their  ministry.  Thus  we  find,  in  Luke  xiv.  16^-^21,  that  when 
the  servant,  who  was  sent  forth  to  call  the  guests  to  the  great  supper, 
had  done  his  errand,  and  finished  his  appomted  service,  be  returned  lo 
his  master,  and  gave  him  an  account  of  what  he  bad  done,  and  of  the 
'  entertainment  he  had  received.  And  wh^n  the  master,  being  angiy, 
sent  his  servant  to  others*  he  returns  again,  and  gives  his  master  an  ac- 
count of  his  conduct  and  success.     So  we  ready  in  Hebrews^  xiv.  17^ 
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at  muuitert  and  rulen  ia  the  bouse  of  (lod,  T%U  wauk  for  scuU^  as 
those  that  wnuH  five  accomU.  And  we  see  by  the  forementiooed 
Luke  xiv»  that  mmbten  must  give  an  account  to  their  master^  not  only 
of  tbeir  own  behavioui  in  the  dischai^  of  their  office,  but  also  of  their 
people's  reception  of  themy  and  of  Sie  treatment  they  have  met  with 
among  them. 

And  thereforoi  as  they  will  be  called  to  give  an  account  of  both, 
they  flhall  give  an  account  at  the  great  day  of  accounts,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  theii  people ;  they  and  their  people  being  both  present  before 
their  Judge. 

Faithful  ministers  will  then  give  an  account  with  joy,  concerning 
those  who  have  received  them  well,  and  made  a  good  improvement  of 
<heir  ministry  ;  and  these  will  be  given  them,  at  that  day,  as  their 
crown  of  rejoicing.  And  at  the  same  time  they  will  give  an  account 
of  the  ill-treatment,  of  such  as  have  not  well  received  them  and  thetr 
messages  from  Christ :  Uiey  wiU  meet  these,  not  as  they  used  to  do  in 
this  world,  to  counsel  and  warn  them,  but  to  bear  witness  against  them, 
and  as  their  judges,  aad  assessors  with  Christ,  to  condemn  them.  And 
on  the  other  hand,  the  people  will  at  that  day  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  wicked  and  unfaithful  ministers^  who  have  sought  their  own 
temporal  interest,  more  than  the  good  of  the  souls  of  (heir  flock. 

2.  At  that  time  ministers  and  the  people  who  have  been  under  ihmt 
care,  shall  meet  before  Christ,  that  he  may  jndge  between  them,  as  to 
Mij  controversies  which  have  subsisted  between  them  in  this  world. 

So  it  very  o&en  comes  to  pass  in  this  evil  world,  that  great  differen- 
ces and  controversies  arise  between  mipisters  and  the  people  that  are 
under  their  pastoral  care.  Though  they  are  under  the  greatest  obli- 
gations to  live  in  peace^above  persons  in  almost  any  relation  what- 
ever ;  and  although  contests  and  dissensions,  between  perK)ns  so  rela- 
ted, are  the  most  unhappy  and  terrible  in  their  consequences,  on  many 
accounts,  of  any  sort  of  contentions ;  yet  how  frequent  have  soch  con- 
tentions been  ?  Sometimes  a  people  contest  with  their  ministers  about 
their  doctrine,  sometimes  about  their  administrations  and  conduct, 
and  sometimes  about  their  maintenance ;  and  sometimes  such  contests 
continue  a  lon^  time ;  and  sometimes  they  are  decided  in  this  world, 
according  to  the  prevailing  interest  of  one  party  or  the  other,  rather 
than  by  the  word  of  God,  and  the  reason  of  things ;  and  sometimes 
such  controversies  never  have  any  proper  determination  in  this  world. 

But  at  the  dayof  judgment  there  will  be  a  full,  perfect  and  everlast- 
ing, decision  of  them  :  the  infallible  Judge,  the  infinite  Fountain  of 
light,  truth  and  justice,  will  judge  between  the  contending  parties,  and 
will  declare  what  is  the  truth,  who  is  in  the  right,  and  what  is  agreea- 
ble to  his  mind  and  wiU.  And,  in  order  hereto,^tbe  parties  must  stand 
together  before  Him  at  the  last  day ;  which  will  be  the  great  day  of 
finishing  and  determining  all  controversies,  rectifying  all  mistakes,  and 
abolishing  aH  unrighteous  judgments,  errors  and  confusions,  which 
have  before  subsisted  in  the  world  of  mankind. 

3.  Ministers  and  the  people  that  have  been  under  their  care,  must 
meet  together  at  that  time,  to  receive  an  eternal  sentence  and  retri- 
InHipn  from  the  Judge,  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  according  to 
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tbcir  behaviour  in  the  relation  they  stood  in  to  one  another  fa  the  pre* 
sent  state. 

llie  Judge  will  not  only  declare  jvstice,  bat  he  will  do  juatice  be* 
tween  ministers  and  their  people.  He  will  declare  what  is  right  be< 
tween  them,  approving  him  that  has  been  jnst  and  fakhflil,  and  con- 
demning the  unjust ;  and  perfect  truth  and  equity  shall  talw  place  in 
the  sentence  which  He  passes,  in  the  rewards  lie  bestows,  and  the 
punisimients  which  He  inflicts.  There  shall  be  a  glorious  reward  to 
faithful  ministers.  To  those  who  have  been  succeraful ;  Dan.  xii.  3. 
Atid  they  that  he  wUe  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  ike  Jirmamemif 
and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  foreoer  and 
ever :  And  also  to  those  who  have  been  faithful,  and  yet  not  success- 
ful ;  Isai.  xlix.  4.  Then  I  saidy  I  have  labosared  m  vam^  I  ham  spemt 
my  strength  for  nought ;  yet  surely  my  judgment  is  with  the  Lord^  and 
my  rewatrd  with  my  God.  And  those,  wholiave  vrell  received  and  enter- 
tained them,  shall  be  gionoosfy  rewarded ;  Matth*  x.  40.  He  that  re* 
ceioeth  you,  reoexeeth  me,  and  he  that  receine^  me^  reeeieeth  1dm  that 
sent  me.  He  that  recwoelh  a  prophet,  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  sihaM 
receive  a  prophets  reward ;  and  he  that  reeeiveth  a  righteous  man,  m 
the  name  of  a  righteous  man,  shM  receioe  a  righteous  man's  reward. 
Such  people,  and  their  faithful  ministi'rs,  shall  be  each  other's  oiown 
of  rejoicing  :  1  Thess.  ii.  19, 20.  For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy^  or 
erown  rf  rejoidtig?  Are  not  eten  ye,  in  the  presence  of  oar  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  at  his  coming?  For  ye  are  our  gUyry  and  joy.  And  in 
the  text.  We  are  your  rejoidng,  asye  tdso  are  ours,  in  the  day  ef  the 
Lord  Jesus.  But  they,  that  evil  intreat  ChriBt's  faithM  mimsters,  es- 
pecially in  that  wherein  they  are  faithful,  shall  be  severely  punished  ; 
Matth.  X.  14,  15.  Andwhosoeoer  shaU  not  receioe  you,  nor  hear  your 
words,  when  ye  depart  out  of  that  house  or  city,  sheie  sff  the  duet  of 
pour  feet.  VerOy,  I  say  unto  you,  It  shaU  be  more  tolerahlefor  ike 
ekmers  of  Sodom^  and  Gomorrah,  in  the  day  of  Judgment,  ihtmfbr  thai 
dty.  Dent,  xxxiii.  8 — 11.  And  of  Levi  he  said.  Let  tJky  TJUMMnssi 
and  thy  Urimbewith  thy  holy  one. — They  shaU  teach  Jactib  thyjudg^ 
ments,  and  Israel  thy  law.  Bless,  Lord,  his  substance,  andaeceptSke 
work  of  his  hands:  smite  through  the  loins  if  them  ^UU  rise  up  against 
him,  and  of  them  that  hatehim,  thatthey  rise  not  again.  On  the  other 
hand,  those  mmisters  who  are  found  to  have  been  unfaithful,  shall  have 
a  most  terrible  punishment.  See  Ezekiel  xxxiii.  6.  Matth.  xxiii. 
1—33.  • 

Thus  justice  shall  be  administeied,  at  the  great  day,  to  oiintslerB 
and  their  people  :  and  to  that  end  they  shall  meet  together,  that  they 
may  not  only  receive  justice  to  themselves,  but  see  justice  done  to  the 
other  party :  for  this  is  the  end  of  that  great  day,  to  reveal,  or  declare 
the  righteous  judgment  of  CM;  Rom,  ii.  6*  Ministers  shall  have  jus- 
tice done  them,  and  they  shall  see  justice  done  to  their  people  :  and 
the  people  shall  receive  justice  themselves  from  their  Jui^e,  and  shall 
see  justice  done  to  their  minister.  And  so  all  things  will  be  adjosted 
and  settled  forever  between  them  ;  every  one  being  sentenced  and  re- 
compensed according  to  his  works  ;  either  in  receiving  and  wearing  a 
crown  olr  eternal  joy  and  glory,  or  in  aiffering  everlasting  i ' 
pain. 
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I  come  now  to  the  next  thing  proposed,  viz. 

III.  To  give  some  reasons,  why  we  miiy  suppose  God  has  so  order- 
ed it  that  ministers,  and  the  people  th^t  bav^  been  under  their  care, 
shall  meet  together  at  the  day  of  judgment,  in  such  a  manner  and  for 
such  purposes. 

There  are  two  things  which  I  would  now  observe. 

1.  The  mutual  concerns  of  roinbters  and  their  people  are  of  the 
greatest  importance* 

The  Scripture  declares,  that  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judg- 
ment, with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be 
evil.  It  is  fit  that  all  the  concerns,  and  all  the  beliaviour  of  mankind, 
both  public  and  private,  should  be  brought  at  last  before  God's  tiibu- 
nal,  and  finally  determined  by  an  infallible  Judge :  but  it  is  especially 
requisite,  that  it  should  be  thus,  as  to  affairs  of  very  great  importance. 

Now  the  mutual  concerns  of  a  christian  minister,  and  his  church  and 
congregation,  are  of  the  vastest  importance ;  in  many  respects,  of 
much  greater  moment  than  the  temporal  concerns  of  the  greatest 
earthly  monarchs,  and  their  kingdoms  and  empires.  It  is  of  vast  con- 
sequence how  ministers  discharge  their  office,  and  conduct  themselves 
towards  their  people  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  in  affairs  apper- 
taining to  it.  It  is  also  a  matter  of  vast  importance  how  a  people  re- 
ceive and  entertain  a  faithful  minister  of  Christ,  and  what  improve- 
ment they  make  of  his  ministry.  These  things  have  a  ipore  immediate 
and  direct  respect  to  the  great  and  last  end  for  which  roan  was  mfide, 
and  the  eternal  wel&re  of  mankind,  than  any  of  the  temporal  concerns 
of  men,  whether  public  or  private.  And  therefore  it  is  especially  fit, 
that  these  affairs  should  be  brought  into  Judgment,  and  openly  deter- 
mined and  settled,  in  truth  and  righteousness  ;  and  that,  to  this  end^ 
ministers  and  their  people  should  meet  together,  before  the  omniscient 
and  infallible  Judge. 

2.  The  mutual  concerns  of  ministers  and  their  people  have  a  special 
relation  to  the  main  things,  appertaining  to  the  day  of  Judgment. 

They  have  a  special  relation  to  that  great  ami  divine  person,  who  ' 
will  then  appear  as  Judge.  Ministers  are  his  messengers,  sent  forth 
by  Him  ;  and  in  their  office  and  administrations  among  their  people, 
represent  his  person,  stand  in  his  stead,  as  those  that  are  sent  to  declare 
his  mind,  to  do  his  work,  and  to  speak  and  act  in  his  name :  and 
therefore  it  is  especially  fit  that  they  shouki  return  to  him,  to 
give  an  account  of  their  work  and  success.  The  king  is  judge  of 
all  his  subjects,  tbey  are  all  nceountable  to  him:  but  it  is  more 
especially  requisite  that  the  kimg^e  mimeteret  who  are  especially  in- 
trusted with  the  admintstratiomi  of  bis  kingdom,  and  that  are  sent 
forth  on  some  special  negotii^tion,  should  return  to  him,  to  give  aa 
account  of  themselves,  and  their  discharge  of  their  trust,  and  the 
reception  they  have  met  with. 

Ministers  are  not  only  messengers  of  the  person  who  at  the  kist  day 
will  appear  as  judge,  but  the  errajid  they  are  sent  upon,  and  the  affairs 
they  have  committed  to  them  as  his  ministers,  do  most  immedhitely 
concern  his  honour,  and  the  interest  of  his  kingdom  :  the  work  they 
are  sent  upon,  is  to  promote  the  designs  of  his  administration  and  go- 
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vemment ;  and  therefore  their  business  with  their  people,  has  a  uetr 
relation  to  the  day  of  judgment ;  for  the  great  end  of  that  day  is  com- 
pletely to  settle  and  establish  the  affairs  of  bis  kingdom,  to  adjust  alf 
tilings  that  pertain  to  it,  that  e?ery  thing  that  is  opposite  to  the  interests 
of  his  kingdom  may  be  remo?ed,  and  that  every  thing  which  contri* 
botes  to  the  completeness  and  glory  of  it,  may  be  perfected  and  con- 
firmed, that  this  great  king  may  receive  his  due  honour  and  glory. 
I      Again,  the  mutual  concerns  of  ministers  and  their  people,  have  a 
direct  relation   to  the  concerns  of  the  day  of  judgment,  as  the  basi- 
ness  of  ministers  with  their  people,  is  to  promote  the  eternal  salvation 
of  the  souls  of  men,  and  their  escape  from  eternal  damnation  ;  and 
the  day  of  judgment  is  the  day  appointed  for  that  end,  openly  to 
decide  and  settle  men's  eternal  state,  to  fix  some  m  a  state  of  eternal 
salvation,  and  to  bring  their  salvation  to  its  utmost  consummation, 
and  to  fix  others  in  a  state  of'  everlasting  damnation  and  most  per- 
fect misery.     The  mutual  concerns  of  ministers  and  people,  have 
a  most  direct  relation  to  the  day  of  judgment,  as  the  very  design 
of  the  work  of  the  ministry  is  'tbg^^opib's  preparaHcn  for  that 
day:  ministers  are  sent  to  warn  them  of  the  approach  of  that  day,  to 
forewarn  them  of  the  dreadful  sentence  then  to  be  pronounced  on  the 
wicked,  and  declare  to  them  the  blessed  sentence  then  to  be  pronounced 
on  the  righteous,  and  to  use  means  with  them,  that  they  may  es- 
cape the  wrath,  which  is  then  to  come  on  the  ungodly,  and  obtain 
the  reward  then  to  be  bestowed  on  the  saints. 

And,  as  the  mutual  concerns  of  ministers  and  their  people  have 
80  near  and  direct  a  relation  to  that  day,  it  is  especially  fit,  that 
those  concerns  should  be  brought  tn/o  ^lat  day^  and  there  settled 
and  issued;  and  that,  in  order  to  this,  ministers  and  their  people 
should  meet  and  appear  together  before  the  great  Judge,  ai  thai  day. 

▲PPLIGATION. 

The  improvement  I  would  make  of  the  things  which  have  been 
observed,  is  to  lead  the  people  here  present,  who  have  been  nnder 
my  pastoral  .care,  to  some  reflections,  and  to  give  them  some  advice, 
suitable  to  our  present  circumstances ;  relating  to  what  has  been 
lately  done,  in  order  to  our  being  separated,  aa  to  the  relation  we 
have  heretofore  stood  in  one  to  another  ;  but  expecting  to  meet  each 
other  before  the  great  tribunal  at  the  day  of  jadgmenL 

The  deep  and  serious  consideration  of  that  our  future  moat  so- 
lemn meeting,  is  certainly  most  suitable  at  such  a  time  as  this ; 
there  having  so  lately  been  that  done,  which,  in  all  probabilitv,  witt 
(as  to  the  relation  We  have  heretofore  stood  in)  be  fbllowe^  with 
an  everlasting  separation. 

How  often  have  we  met  together  in  the  house  of  Ood,  in  thn 
relation  ?  How  often  have  I  spoken  to  you,  instructed,  counselled, 
warned,  directed  and  fed  you,  and  administered  ordinances  amonff 
you,  as  the  people  which  were  committed  to  my  care,  and  whose 
precious  souls  I  had  the  chaige  of?  But  in  all  probability,  tbi9 
never  will  be  again. 
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¥h6  prophet  Jeremiah,  (chap.  xxt.  S.^)  puts  the  people  in  mind  how 
long  be  had  laboured  among  them  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  ;  From 
4k4tkirteentkyearqfJo9iak,the9im4^AmonjkmgofJudahfe^ 
^udayy  {thai iSftke  three  and  twenheth  fear,)  the  word  ef  the  Lord 
eameutUome^and  I  haioe  spoken  unto  you,  rising  early  and  epeaking, 
I  am  nqt  about  to  compare  myself  with  the  prophet  Jeremiah  ;  but  in 
this  respect  I  can  say  as  he  did,  that  I  have  spoken  the  word  of  God 
io  you,  unto  the  three  and  twentieth  year,  rising  early  and  speaking. 
It  was  three  and  twenty  years,  the  16th  day  of  last  February^  since  I 
Jia?e  laboured  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  the  relation  of  a  pastor  to 
this  church  and  congregation.  And  though  my  strength  has  been 
weakness,  having  always  laboured  under  great  infirmity  of  l>ody,  be- 
side my  insufficiency  for  so  great  a  charge,  in  other  *  respects,  yet  I 
have  not  spared  my  feeble  strength,  but  have  exerted  it  for  the  good  of 
your  souls.  J  can  appeal  to  yoti,  as  the  apostle  does  to  his  hearers, 
Gal.  iv.  13.  Ye  know  haw  through  infirmity  oftheiesh,  Ipreaehed  the 
Gospel  unto  you.  I  have  spent  the  prime  of  my  life  and  strength,  im 
labours  for  your  eternal  welfare.  You  are  my  witnesses^  that  what 
strength  1  have  had  I  have  not  neglected  in  idleness,  nor  laid  out  in 
prosecuting  worldly  schemes,  and  managing  temporal  afiairs,  for  the 
advancement  of  my  outward  estate,  and  aggrandizing  myself  and  fiimi- 
ly ;  but  have  given  myself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  labouring  in  it 
night  and  day,  rising  early  and  applying  myself  to  this  great  business 
to  which  Christ  appointed  me.  I  have  found  the  work  df  the  ministry 
among  you  to  be  a  great  work  indeed,  a  work  of  exceeding  care,  la- 
bour and  difficulty :  many  have  been  the  heavy  burdens  that  I  have 
borne  in  it,  which  my  strength  has  been  very  unequal  to.  GOD  called 
roe  to  bear  these  burdens,  and  I  bless  his  name,  that  he  has  so  suppor- 
ted me  as  to  keep  me  from  sinking  under  them*  and  that  his  power 
herein  has  been  manifested  in  my  weakness ;  so  that  although  I  have 
often  been  troubled  on  every  adOf  yet  I  have  not  been  distremd  ;  per- 
plexed«  but  not  in  despair ;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed. 

But  now  I  have  reason  to  think,  my  work  is  finished  which  I  had  to 
do  as  your  minister :  you  have  publicly  rejected  me^  and  my  opportui- 
oities  cease. 

•  How  h^Iy  therefore  does  it  now  become  us,  to  consider  of  that 
time  when  we  must  meet  one  another  before  the  chief  Shepherd? 
When  I  must  give  an  account  of  my  stewardship,  of  the  service  I  have 
done /or,  and  the  reception  and  treatment  I  have  had  among,  the 
people  he  sent  me  to :  and  yo«i  must  give  an  account  of  your  own 
4*^nduct  towards  me,  and  the  improvement  you  have  made  of  these. 
three  and  twenty  years  of  my  ministry.  For  thun  both  you  and  I  mus| 
appear  together,  and  we  both  must  give  an  account,  in  order  to  an  in- 
fallible, righteous  and  eternal,  sentence  to  be  passed  upon  us,  by  him 
who  will  judge  us,  with  respect  to  all  that  we  have  said  or  done  in  our 
meetings  here,  all  our  conduct  one  towards  another,  in  the  house  of 
God  and  elsewhere,  on  sabbath-days  and  on  other  days ;  who  will  try 
i  ur  hearts,  and  manifest  our  thoughts,  and  the  principles  and  frames  ef 
our  minds,  will  judge  us  with  respect  to  all  the  controversies  which 
have  subsisted  between  us,  with  the  strictest  impartiality,  and  will  exa- 
lt'ine  our  treatment  cf  each  other  in  those  controversies:  there  la 
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nothing  covered,  that  shall  not  be  revealed,  nor  hid,  wbtcb  aball  not  be 
known ;  all  will  be  examined  in  Ibe  aearobingy  penetrating  light  %ii 
God*8  omniscience  and  glory,  and  by  bim  whose  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of 
fire  ;  and  truth  and  right  shall  be  made  plainly  to  appear,  being  strifH 
ped  of  every  veil ;  and  all  error,  falsehood,  unrighteousness  and  injur/, 
shall  be  laid  open,  stripped  of  every  disguise ;  every  specious  pretence, 
everjr  cavil,  and  all  false  reasoning,  shall  vanish  in  a  moment,  as  n<»t 
being  able  to  bear  the  light  of  that  day.  And  then  oar  hearts  will  be 
turned  inside  out,  and  the  secrets  of  them  will  be  made  more  plainly  to 
appear  than  our  outward  actions  do  now.  Then  it  sball  appear  what 
the  ends  are,  which  we  have  aimed  at,  what  have  been  the  governing 
principles  which  we  have  acted  from,  and  what  have  been  the  disposi- 
tions, we  have 'exercised  in  our  eeclesiastical  disputes  and  contests. 
Then  it  will  appear,  whether  I  acted  uprightly,  and  from  a  truly  con- 
scientious careful,  regard  to  my  duty  to  my  great  Lord  and  master,  ia 
some  former  ecclesiastical  controversies,  which  have  been  attended 
with  exceeding  unhappy  circumstances,  and  consequences :  it  will  ap- 
pear, whether  there  was  any  just  cause  for  the  resentment  wbich  was 
manifested  on  those  occasions.  And  then  our  late  grand  controversy, 
concerning  the  Qualifications  necessary  for  admission  to  the  privileges 
of  members,  in  complete  standing,  in  the  Visible  Church  of  Christ, 
will  be  examined  and  judged,  in  all  its  parts  and  circumstanres,  and 
the  whole  set  forth  in  a  rlear,  certain  and  perfect  light.  Then  it  will 
appear,  wh^her  the  doctrine,  which  I  have  preached  and  published, 
concerning  this  matter,  be  Christ's  own  doctrine,  whether^  will  imH 
own  it  as  one  of  the  precious  truths  which  have  proceeded  from  his 
own  mouth,  and  vindicate  and  honour,  as  such,  before  the  whole  uni- 
verse. Then  it  will  appear,  what  was  meant  by  ilue  man  thai  emme^ 
wUhoul  the  tDedding  garment ;  for  that  is  the  day  spoken  of,  Matt. 
xxii.  13  wherein  such  an  one  shall  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  ctut 
into  outer  darkness,  where  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  oftseik. 
And  then  it  will  appear,  whether,  in  declaring  this  doctrine,  and  act-* 
insr  agreeably  to  it,  and  in  my  general  conduct  in  this  affiiir,  I  have 
been  influenced  from  any  regard  to  my  own  temporal  interest,  or  ho- 
nour, or  any  desire  to  appear  wiser  than  others  ;  or  have  acted  firom 
any  sinister,  secular  views  whatsoever ;  and  whether  What  I  have  done 
has  not  been  from  a  careful,  strict  and  tender  regard  to  the  will  of  my 
Lord  and  Master,  and  because  I  dare  not  offend  him,  being  satisfied 
what  his  will  was,  af\er  a  long,  diligent,  impartial  and  prayorful,  ea- 
quiry  ;  having  this  constantly  in  view  and  prospect,  to  engage  me  ta> 
great  solicitude,  not  rashly  to  determine  truth  to  be  on  this  side  of  the 
question,  where  I  am  now  persuaded  it  is,  that  such  a  determination 
would  not  bo  for  my  temporal  interest,  biit  every  way  against  it,  bring- 
ing a  long  series  of  extreme  difficulties,  and  plunging  me  into  an  abyss 
of  trouble  and  sorrow.  And  then  it  will  appear,  whether  my  people 
have  done  their  duty  to  their  pastor,  with  respect  to  this  matter ;  whe- 
ther they  have  shown  a  right  temper  and  spirit  on  this  occasion  ;  whe- 
ther they  have  done  me  justice  in  hearing,  attending  to,  and  consider- 
ing, what  I  had  to  say  in  evidence  of  what  I  believed  and  taught,  as 
part  of  the  counsel  of  God  ;  whether  I  have  been  treated  with  tliat 
]iiips4rtiality,  candour  and  regard,  which  the  just  Judge  esteemed  due  ; 
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ind  whether,  in  the  many  steps  which  have  beeo  taken,  and  the  many 
things  that  have  been  said  and  done,  in  the  course  of  this  controversy, 
rif  bteouaness  and  charity  and  christian  decorum  have  been  maintain- 
ed ;  or,  if  otherwise,  to  how  great  a  degree  these  things  have  been,^ 
violated*    Then  every  step  of  the  conduct  of  each  of  us,  in  this  af-    | 
fair,  fipom  first  to  last,  and  the  spirit  we  have  exercised  in  all,  shall    I 
be  examined  and  manifested,  and  our  own  consciences  will  speak   | 
plain  and  load,  and  each  of  us  shall  be  convineed,  and-  the  world  j 
shall  know ;  and  never  shall  there  be  any  more  mistake,  misrepresen*  ^ 
tationor  misapprehension  of  the  affair,,  to  eternity. 

This  4X>ntroversy  is  now  probably  brought  to  an  issue,  between  you 
and  me«  as  to  this  world;  it  has  issued  in  the  event  of  the  weeL 
before  last;  but  it  must  have  another  decision  at  that  great  day, 
which  certainly  will  come,  when  you  and  I  shall  meet  together  before 
the  great  judgment  seat :  and  therefbie  I  leave  it  ta  tluit  time,  and 
shall  say  no  more  about  it  at  present. 

But  I  would  now  proceed  to  address  myself  partietilarly  to  several 
sorts  of  persons. 

I.  To  those  who  are  professors  of  godliness  among  us. 

I  would  now  call  you  to  a  serious  consideration  of  that  great  day, 
wherein  you  must  meet  him,  who  has  heretofore  been  your  pastor, 
before  the  Judge,  whose  eyes  areas  a  flame  of  fire. 

I  have  endeavotrred,  according  to  my  best  ability,  to  search  the 
word  of  Qod,  with  regard  to  the  distinguishing  notes  of  true  piety, 
those  by  which  persons  might  best  discover  their  state,  and  most 
am«ly  and  clearly  judge  of  themselves.  And  those  rules  and  marks, 
1  have  from  time  to  time,  applied  to  you,  in  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  skill,  and  in  the  most  plain  and  searching  manner, 
that  I  have  been  able ;  in  order  to  the  detecting  the  deceived  hypo- 
crite, and  establishing  the  hopes  and  comforts  of  the  sincere.  And 
yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  after  all  that  I  have  done,  I  now  leave  some 
of  you  in  a  deceived  deluded  state ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that 
among  several  hwndred  professors,  none  are  deceived. 

Henceforward,  I  am  like  to  have  no  more  opportunity  to  take  the 
cere  and  charge  of  your  souls,  to  examine  and  search  them.  But  still 
I  intreat  you  to  remember  and  consider  the  rules  which  I  have  oflen 
laid  down  to  you,  during  my  ministry,  with  a  solemn  regard  to  the  fu- 
ture day,  when  you  and  I  must  meet  togetlier  before  our  Judge  ;  when 
the  uses  of  examination  you  have  heard  from  me,  must  be  rehearsed 
again  befone  you,  and  those  rules  of  trial  must  be  tried,  and  it  will  ap- 
pear, whether  they  have  been  good  or  not ;  and  it  will  also  appear, 
whether  you  have  impartially  heard  them,  and  tried  yourselves  by 
them  ;  and  the  Judge  himself,  who  is  infallible,  will  try  both  you  and 
me :  and  after  this,  none  will  be  deceived  concerning  the  state  of  their 
ffouls. 

1  have  often  put  you  in  mind,  that  whatever  your  pretences  to  expe- 
riences, discoveries,  comforts,  and  joys,  have  been  ;  at  that  day,  every 
•ne  will  be  judged  according  to  his  works  :  and  then  you  will  find 
it  so. 

May  you  have  a  minister  of  greater  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God, 
and  better  acquaintance  with  soul  cases,  and'of  greater  skill  in  apply-  ^ 
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ing  himself  to  soals^  whose  discooraes  may  be  more  seaTching  «nd 
convincing ;  that  such  of  you  as  have  held  fost  deceit  under  my 
preachingt  may  have  your  eyes  opened  by  his ;  that  you  may  be  un- 
deceived before  that  great  day. 

What  means  and  helps  for  instruction  and  self-ezamination,  yoo 
may  hereafter  have^  is  uncertain  ;  but  one  thing  is  certain,  that  tbe 
time  is  short ;  your  opportunity  for  rectifying  mistakes  in  so  impor- 
tant a  conceruy  wiH  soon  come  to  an  end.  We  live  in  a  world  o€ 
great  changes.  There  is  now  a  great  change  come  to  pass ;  yoa 
have  withdrawn  yourselves  from  my  ministry,  under  which  you  Iwve 
continued  for  so  many  years :  but  the  time  is  coming,  and  wiH  soon 
come,  when  you  will  pass  out  of  time  into  eternity  ;  and  so  will  pass 
from  under  all  means  of  grace  whatsoever. 

The  greater  part  of  you  who  are  professors  of  godliness,  have,  (to 
use  the  phrase  of  the  apostle,)  itckfMwUdged  me  in  jfort.  You  have 
heretofore  acknowledged  me  to  be  your  spiritual  father,  the  instru- 
ment of  the  greatest  good  to  you,  that  ever  is,  or  can  be,  obtained,  by 
any  of  the  children  of  men.  Consider  of  that  day,  when  you  and  I 
shall  me^t  before  our  Judge,  when  it  shall  be  examined,  whether  you 
have  had  from  me  the  treatment  which  is  due  to  spiritual  children,  and 
whether  you  have  treated  me,  as  you  ou^rht  to  have  treated  a  spiritual 
father. — A^  tbe  relation  of  a  natural  parent  brings  great  obligation  oo 
children,  in  the  siffht  of  God ;  so  much  more,  in  nfliny  respects,  does 
the  relation  of  a  spiritual  father;  1>iing  great  obligations  on  such,  whoee 
conversion  and  eternal  salvation  they  suppose  God  has  made  them  the 
instruments  of ;  I  Cor.  iv.  15.  For  though  ycu  hene  tm  ihou»amd 
VMtrudorsin  Christy  yei  haoe  ye  noi  many  fatJurs ;  for  in  Christ  Je- 
sus^ I  have  begotten  you  through  the  gospd, 

11.  Now  i  am  taking  my  leave  of  this  people,  I  would  apply  myself 
to  such  among  them  as  I  leave  in  a  christless,  graceless  condition  ; 
and  would  call  on  such,  seriously  to  consider  of  that  solemn  day,  when 
they  and  I  must  meet  before  tbe  Judge  of  the  world. 

My  parting  with  you,  is  in  some  respects,  in  a  peculiar  mannert  a 
melancholy  parting  ;  in  as  much  as  I  leave  you  in  the  most  melan- 
choly circumstances,  because  I  leave  you  in  the  gall  of  bitter- 
ness, and  bond  of  iniquity,  having  the  wrath  of  God  abiding  on  you, 
and  remaining  under  condemnation  to  everlasting  misery  and  de<> 
struction.  Seeing  I  must  leave  you,  it  would  have  been  a  comforta- 
ble and  happy  circumstance  of  our  parting,  iff  had  left  you  in  Chnst« 
safe  and  blessed  in  that  sure  refuge  and  glorious  rest  of  the  saints.< — 
But  it  is  otherwise,  I  leave  you  far  off,  aliens  and  strangers,  wretched 
subjects  and  captives  of  sin  and  satan,  and  prisoners  of  vindictive  jusi* 
tice  ;  without  Christ,  and  without  God  in  the  world. 

Your  consciences  bear  me  witness,  that  while  I  had  opportunity,  1 
have  not  ceased  to  warn  you,  and  set  before  you  your  danger.  I  have 
studied  to  represent  the  misery  and  necessity  of  your  circumstances,  in 
the  clearest  manner  possible.  I  have  tried  all  ways,  that  I  could  think 
of,  tending  to  awaken  your  consciences,  and  make  you  sensbleof  th« 
necessity  of  your  improving  your  time,  and  being  speedy  in  fleeing  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  thorough  in  the  use  of  means  for  your  escape 
and  safety.  I  have  diligently  endeavoured  to  find  out,  and  use^  the  moat 
powerful  motives,  to  persuade  you  to  take  care  for  your  own  wel&i% 
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«nd  salTation.  I  have  not  only  endeavoured  to  awaken  yoU|  tbat  you 
might  be  moved  with  fear,  but  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
win  you  :  1  have  sought  out  acceptable  words,  that  if  possible,  1  might 
prevail  upon  you  to  forsake  sin,  and  turn* to  God,  and  accept  of  Christ 
as  your  Saviour  and  Lord.  1  have  spent  my  strength  very  much,  in 
these  things.  But  yet,  with  regard  to  you  whom  I  am  now  speaking 
to,  I  have  not  been  successful :  but  have  this  day  reason  to  complain 
in  those  wotds,  Jer.  vi.  29.  The  beUowa  are  burnt,  the  lead  is  comu- 
med  of  the  fire,  the  founder  mdteth  in  vain,  for  the  wicked  are  not  pluck' 
ed  away.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  all  my  labours,  as  to  many  of  you, 
have  served  to  no  other  purpose  but  to  harden  you ;  and  that  the 
word  which  1  have  preached,  instead  of  being  a  savour  of  life  unto  life, 
has  been  a  savour  of  death  unto  death.  Though  I  shall  not  have  any 
account  to  give  for  the  future,  of  such  as  have  openly  and  resolutely 
renounced  my  ministry,  as  of  a  betrastment  committed  to  me :  yet  re-  " 
member  you  must  give  account  for  yourselves,  of  your  care  of  your 
own  souls,  and  your  improvement  of  all  means  past  and  future,  through 
your  whole  lives.  God  only  knows  what  will  become  of  your  poer 
perishing  souls,  what  means  you  may  hereafter  enjoy,  or  what  disad- 
vantages and  temptations  you  may  be  under.  May  God  in  mercy  ' 
grant,  tliat  however  all  past  means  have  been  unsuccessful,  you  may 
have  future  means,  which  may  have  a  new  effect ;  and  that  the  word 
of  God,  as  it  shall  be  hereafter  dispensed  to  yon,  may  prove  as  the  fire 
and  the  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces.  However,  let  me 
DOW  at  parting,  exhort  and  beseech  you,  not  wholly  to  forget  the  wam- 
iogs  3rou  have  had  while  under  my  ministry.  When  you  and  I  shall 
meet  at  the  day  of  judgment,  then  you  will  remember  them  :  the  sight 
of  me  your  former  minister,  on  that  occasion,  will  soon  revive  them  in 
your  memory  ;  and  that  in  a  very  affecting  manner.  O  do  not  let  that 
be  the  first  time  that  they  are  so  Revived. 

You  and  I  are  flow  parting  one  from  another  as  to  this  world  ;  let  us 
labour  thM  we  may  not  be  parted,  after  our  meeting  at  the  last  day.  If 
I  have  been  your  faithful  pastor,  (which  will  that  day  appear,  whether 
I  have  or  no,)  then  I  shall  be  acquitted,  and  shall  ascend  with  Christ 
O  do  your  part,  that  in  such  a  case,  it  may  not  be  so,  that  you  should 
be  forced  eternally  to  part  fVom  me,  and  all  that  have  been  faithful  in 
Christ  Jesus.  This  is  a  sorrowful  parting,  that  now  is  between  you  and 
me ;  but  that  would  be  a  more  sorrowful  parting  to  you  than  this. 
This  you  may  perhaps  bear  without  being  much  affected  with  it,  if  you 
are  not  glad  of  it ;  but  such  a  parting,  in  that  day,  will  most  deeply, 
sensibly  and  dreadfully,  affect  you. 

III.  I  wouki  address  myself  to  those  who  are  undei  some  awaken- 
ings. 

Blessed  be  God,  that  there  are  some  such,  and  that  (although  I  have 
reason  to  fear  I  leave  multitudes,  in  this  large  congregation,  in  a  christ- 
less  state,)  yet  I  do  not  leave  them  aH  in  total  stupidity  and  careless- 
ness, about  their  souls.  Some  of  you,  that  1  have  reason  to  hope  are 
under  some  awakenings,  have  acquainted  me  with  your  circumstances ; 
which  has  a  tendency  to  cause  me,  now  I  am  leaving  you,  to  take  my 
l&ve  of  you  with  peculiar  concern  for  you.  What  will  be  the  issue  of 
your  present  exercise  of  mind,  I  know  not :  but  it  will  be  known  at 
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that  day,  when  you  and  I  sball  meet  before  tbe  judgment  seat  of  Cfaiiat. 
Therefore  now  be  much  in  consideration  of  that  day. 

Now  I  am  parting  with  this  flock,  I  would  once  more  preae  upon 
you  the  counsels  1  have  heretofore  given^  to  take  heed  of  being  sligbtj 
in  so  jETreat  a  concern,  to  be  thorough  and  in  good  earnest  m  the  a^ir» 
and  <o  beware  of  backsliding,  to  hold  oti  and  hold  out  to  the  end* 
And  cry  mightily  to  God,  that  these  great  changes,  that  pass  over  tbw 
church  and  congregation,  do  not  prove  your  overthrow.  There  10 
great  temptation  in  them ;  and  the  devil  will  undoubtedly  seek  to  make 
bis  advantage  of  them,  if  possible,  to  cause  your  present  convictions 
and  endeavours  to  be  abortive.  You  had  need  to  double  your  dili- 
gence,  and  watch  and  pray,  lest  you  be  overcome  by  temptation. 

Whoever  may  hereafter  stand  related  to  you,  as  your{spiritual  guide, 
my  desire  and  prayer  is,  that  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  would 
have  a  special  respect  to  you,  and  be  your  guide,  (for  there  is  none 
teacheth  like  him,)  and  that  he  who  is  the  infinite  Fountain  of  light, 
would  open  your  eyes^  and  turn  you  from  darkness  unto  Ughtj  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God ;  that  you  may  receive  forgwenese  ofsmsy 
and  inheritance  among  them  that  are  sanctified^  through  faith  that  is 
in  Christ;  that  so,  in  that  great  day,  when  1  shaU  meet  you  again,  be* 
fore  your  Judge  and  mine,  we  may  meet  in  joyful  and  glorious  circum- 
stances)  never  to  be  separated  any  more. 

IV.  I  would  apply  myself  to  the  young  people  of  the  congregation. 

Since  I  have  been  settled  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  this  place^  I 
have  ever  had  a  peculiar  concern  for  the  souls  of  the  young  people,  and 
a  desire  that  religion  might  flourish  among  them ;  and  have  especially 
exerted  piyself  in  order  to  it ;  because  i  knew  the  special  opportunity 
they  had  beyond  others,  and  that  ordinarily  those,  whom  God  intended 
mercy  for,  were  brought  to  fear  and  love  him  in  their  youth.  And  it 
has  ever  appeared  to  me  a  peculiailj^amiable  thing  to  see  young  peo- 
ple walking  in  the  ways  of  virtue  and  christian  piety,  having  their 
hearts  pureed  and  sweetened  with  a  prinaiple  of  divine  k>v«*.  And  it 
has  appeared  a  thing  exceeding  beautiful,  and  what  would  be  moch  to 
^  tbe  adorning  and  happiness  of  the  town,  if  the  young  people  could  be 
persuaded,  when  they  meet  together,  to  converse  as  christians,  and  as 
the  children  of  God  ;  avoiding  impurity,  levity,  and  extravagance ;  keep- 
ing  strictly  to  the  rules  of  virtue,  and  conversing  together  of  the  things 
of  God,  and  Christ  and  heaven.  This  is  what  i  have  longed  for :  and 
it  has  been  exceedingly  grievous  to  me,  when  i  have  heard  of  vice,  vani* 
ty  and  disorder,  amon^  our  youth.  And  so  fiir  as  I  know  my  heart,  it 
was  from  hence  that  I  formerly  led  this  church  to  sozne  measures,  for 
the  suppressing  of  vice  among  our  young  people,  which  gave  so  great 
ofience,  and  by  which  I  became  so  obnoxious.  I  have  sought  the  good 
and  not  thahurt  of  our  young  people.  I  have  desired  th^r  truest 
honour  and  happiness,  and  not  their  reproach  ;  knowing  that  true  vir- 
tue and  religion  tended,  not  only  to  the  glory  and  felicity  of  young 
people  in  another  world,  but  their  greatest  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
highest  dignity  and  honour  in  this  world,  and  above  all  things  to  sweet- 
en and  render  pleasant  and  delightful  even  the  days  of  youth. 

But  whether  I  have  bved  you  and  sought  your  good  more  or  leas. 
yet  God  in  his  providence,  now  calling  »e  to  part  with  you,  i 
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ting  your  souls  to  him  who  cmce  comrnittedjthe  pastoral  care  of  them 
to  me,  nothing  remains,  but  only  (as  I  am  now  taking  my  leave  of  you) 
earnestly  to  b^ech  you,  fiom  love  to  yourselves,  if  you  have  none  to 
me,  not  to  despise  and  forget  the  warnings  and  counsels  I  have  so  oAea 
given  you  ;  remembering  the  day  when  you  and  1  must  meet  again 
before  the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  ;  when  it  will  appear  whe- 
ther the  things  I  have  taught  you  were  true,  whether  the  counsels  I 
have  given  you  were  good,  and  whether  f  truly  sought  your^ood,  and 
whetlier  you  have  well  improved  my  endeavours. 

I  have,  from  time  to  time,  earnestly  warned  you  against  frolicking 
(as  it  is  called,)  and  some  other  liberties  commonly  taken  by  young 
people  in  the  land.  Aud  whatever  sorqe  may  say,  in  just\^cation  oi 
such  liberties  and  customs,  and  may  laugh  at  warnings  against  them, 
I  now  leave  you  my  parting  testimony  against  such  thmgs ;  not 
doubting  but  God  will  approve  and  confirm  it,  in  that  day  when  wo 
shall  meet  before  Him. 

V.  I  would  apply  myself  to  the  children  of  the  congregation,  the 
lambs  of  this  flock,  who  have  been  so  long  under  my  care. 

1  have  just  now  said,  that  I  have  had  a  pecuKar  concern  for  the 
young  people :  and  in  so  saying,  I  did  not  intend  to  exclude  you* 
You  are  in  youth,  and  in  the  most  early  youth:  and  therefore  I 
have  been  sensible,  that  if  those  that  were  young  had  a  precious  op- 
portunity fot  their  souls'  good,  you  who  are  very,  young  had,  in  many 
respects,  a  peculiarly  precious  opportunity.  And  accordingly  I  have 
not  neglected  you :  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  the  part  of  a  faithful 
shepherd,  in  feeding  the  lambs  as  well  as  the  sheep.  Christ  did  once 
•  commit  the  care  of  your  souls  to  me  as  your  minister ;  and  you 
know,  dear  children,  bow  I  have  instructed  you,  and  warned  you  from 
dme  to  time :  you  know  how  I  have  often  called  you  together  for  that 
end :  and  some  of  you,  sometimes,  have  seemed  to  be  affected  with 
what  I  have  said  to  you.  But  I  am  afraid  it  has  had  no  saving 
effect,  as  to  many  of  you  ;  but  that  you  remain  still  in  an  unconverted 
condition,  without  any  real  saving  work  wrought  in  your  souls,  convin- 
cing you  thoroughly  of  your  sin  and  misery,  causing  you  to  see  the 
great  evil  of  sin,  and  to  mourn  for  it,  and  hate  it  above  all  things ;  and 
giving  you  a  sense  of  the  excellency  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  bring- 
ing you,  with  all  your  hearts,  to  cleave  to  Him  as  your  Saviour; 
weaning  your  hearts  from  the  world ;  and  causing  you  to  love  God 
above  all,  and  to  delight  in  holiness  more  than  in  all  the  pleasant 
things  of  this  earth :  and  so  that  I  now  leave  you  in  a  miserable 
condition,  having  no  interest  in  Christy  and  so  under  the  awful  dis- 
pleasure and  anger  of  Go<l,  and  in  danger  of  going  down  to  the  pit  of 
eternal  misery. 

But  now  I  mnst  bid  you  farewell :  I  most  leave  you  in  the  hands 
of  God.  1  can  do  no  more  for  you  than  to  pray  for  you.  Only 
I  desire  you  not  to  forget,  but  often  think  of  the  counsels  and 
warnings  I  have  given  you,  and  the  endeavours  I  have  used,  that 
your  souls  might  be  saved  from  everlasting  destruction. 

Dear  children,  I  leave  you  in  an  evil  world,  that  is  full  of  snares 
and  temptations.  God  only  knows  what  will  become  of  you*  Tdis 
the  ScHptura  hts  toU  us^  tkat  there  are  but  few  saved :    and  we 
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have  abundant  confinnation  of  it  from  what  we  see.  This  we  sae^ 
that  children  die  as  well  as  others :  multitudes  die  before  they  grow 
up ;  and  of  those  that  grow  up,  comparatively  few  ever  give  good 
evidence  of  saving  conversion  to  God.  1  pray  God  to  pity  you,  and 
take  care  of  you,  and  provide  for  you  the  best  means  for  the  good  of 
your  souls ;  and  that  God  himself  would  under^e  for  you,  to  be 
your  heavenly  Father,  and  the  mighty  Redeemer  of  your  immortal 
souls.  Do  not  neglect  to  pray  for  yourselves :  take  heed  you  be  not  of 
the  number  of  those,  who  cast  off  fear,  and  restrain  prayer  before 
God.  Constantly  pray  to  €rod  in  secret ;  and  often  remember  that 
great  day,  when  you  must  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Chnat, 
and  meet  your  minister  there,  who  has  so  often  counselled  and  wani> 
ed  you. 

I  conclude  with  a  few  words  of  advice  to  all  in  general,  in  some 
particuhirs,  which  are  of  great  importance  in  order  to  the  future  wel- 
&re  and  prospenty  of  this  church  and  congregation. 

1.  One  thing  that  greatly  concerns  you,  as  you  would  be  an  happy 
people,  is  the  maintaining  o^famUy  order. 

We  have  had  great  disputes  bow  the  church  ought  to  be  regulated  ; 
and  indeed  the  subject  of  these  disputes  was  of  great  importance :  but 
the  due  regulation  of  your  famiUeB  is  of  no  less,  and  in  some  re- 
spects, of  much  greater  importance.  Every  christian  family  ought  to 
be,  as  it  were,  a  litde  church,  consecrated  to  Christ,  and  wholly  infliH 
enced  and  governed  by  his  rales.  And  family  education  and  order  are 
some  of  the  chief  of  the  means  of  grace.  If  these  fail,  all  other  means  are 
like  to  prove  ineffectual.  If  these  are  duly  maintained,  aU  the  means 
of  grace  will  be  Kke  to  prosper  and  be  successful. 

Let  me  now,  therefore,  once  more,  before  1  finally  cease  to  speak  to 
this  congregation,  repeat  and  earnestly  press  the  counsel,  which  I  have 
oflen  urged  on  heads  of  families  here,  while  I  was  their  pastor,  to  great 
painfulness,  in-teaching,  warning  and  directing  their  children ;  bring- 
ing them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord ;  beginning 
early,  where  there  is  yet  opportunity ;  and  maintaining  a  constant  dili- 
gence in  labours  of  this  kind :  remembering  that,  as  you  would  not 
have  all  your  instiuctions  and  counsels  ineffiM^tiial,  there  must  be  go- 
vernment as  well  as  instructions,  which  must  be  maintained  with  an 
even  hand,  and  steady  resolution  ;  as  a  guard  to  the  religion  and  mo- 
rals of  the  fiunily,  and  the  support  of  its  good  order.  Take  heed  thai 
it  be  not  with  any  of  you,  as  it  was  with  Eli  of  old,  who  reproved  bm 
children,  but  restrained  them  not ;  and  that  by  thb  means  you  do  not 
bring  the  like  curse  on  your  families,  as  he  did  on  his. 

And  let  children  obey  their  parents,  and  yield  to  their  instractionty 
and  submit  to  their  orders,  as  they  would  inherit  a  blessing,  and  not  a 
ctnrse.  For  we  have  reason  to  thipk,  from  many  things  in  the  word  of 
God,  that  nothing  has  a  greater  tendency  to  bring  a  curse  on  persons^ 
in  this'  world,  and  on  all  their  temporal  concerns,  than  an  unduttfilr 
un^bmissive,  disorderly  behaviour  in  children  towards  their  parenta 

2.  As  you  would  seek  the  future  prosperity  of  this  society,  it  is  of 
vast  importance  that  you  should  avoid  confealtoii. 

A  contentious  people  will  be  a  miseraUe  people.  The  oontentioQS^ 
which  have  been  among  yen,  since  I  first  beaune  your  pasler,  bavr 
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been  one  of  the  greatest  bordens  I  have  laboured  under,  in  the  coarse 
of  my  ministry  :  not  only  the  contentions  you  have  had  with  me,  but 
those  you  have  had  one  with  another,  about  your  lands,  and  other  con- 
cerns :  because  I  knew  that  contention,  heat  of  spirit,  evil  speaking, 
and  things  of  the  like  nature,  were  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  and  did,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  tend  to  drive  away  God^s 
spirit  from  a  people,  and  to  render  all  means  of  grace  inefiectual, 
as  well  as  to  destroy  a  people^s  outward  comfort  and  welfare. 

Let  me,  therefore,  earnestly  exhort  you,  as  you  would  seek  your 
own  future  good,  hereafler  to  watch  against  a  contentious  spirit. 
If  you  itouUL  see  good  days^  seek  peace  and  ensue  it,  1  Pet.  iii. 
10,  11.  Let  the  contention,  which  has  lately  been  about  the  terms 
of  christian  communion,  as  it  has  been  the  greatest  of  your  con- 
tentions, so  be  the  last  of  them.  I  would,  now  1  am  preaching  my 
Farewell  Sermon,  say  to  you,  as  the  apostle  to  the  Corinthians,  2  Cor. 
xiii.  11,  Fmallyf  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect:  be  of  one  mind: 
Iwe  in  peace :  and  the  God  qfUwe  and  peace  shall  he  with  you. 

And  here  I  would  particularly  advise  those,  that  have  adhered  to  me 
in  the  late  controversy,  to  watch  over  their  spirits,  and  avoid  all  bitter- 
ness towards  others.  Your  temptations  are,  in  some  respects,  the  great- 
est :  because  what  has  been  lately  done  is  grievous  to  you.  But,  bow- 
ever  wrong  you  may  think  others  have  done,  maintain,  with  great  dili- 
gence and  watchfulness,  a  christian  meekness  and  sedateness  of  spirit  i 
and  labour,  in  this  respect,  to  excel  others  who  are  of  the  contrary  part : 
and  this  will  be  the  beat  victory  :  for  ke  that  rules  his  spirit,  is  better  than 
he  that  takes  a  city.  Therefore  let  nothing  be  done  through  strife  or  vain- 
glory :  indulge  no  revengeful  spirit  in  any  wise ;  but  watch  and  pray 
against  it :  and  by  all  means  in  your  power,  seek  the  prosperity  of  this 
town  :  and  never  think  you  behave  yourselves  as  becomes  christians, 
but  when  you  sincerely,  sensibly  and  fervently,  love  all  men,  ofwhatever 
party  or  opinion,  and  whether  friendly  or  unkind,  just  or  injurious,  to 
you,  or  your  friends,  or  to  the  cause  and  kingdom  of  Christ. 

3.  Another  thing,  that  vastly  concerns  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
town,  is,  that  you  should  watch  against  the  encroachments  of  Error  ; 
and  particularly  Amanianisnh  and  doctrines  of  like  tendency. 

You  were  many  of  yon,  as  I  well  remember,  much  alarmed,  with  the 
apprehension  of  the  danger  of  the  prevailing  of  these  corrupt  princi^ 
pies,  near  sixteen  years  ago.  But  the  danger  then  was  small,  in  com- 
parison of  what  appears  now  :  these  doctrines,  at  this  day,  are  much 
moTC  prevalent,  than  they  were  then  :  the  progress  they  have  made  in 
the  land,  within  this  seven  years,  seems  to  have  b^n  vastly  greater,  than 
at  any  time  in  the  {ike  space  before  :  and  they  are  still  prevailing,  and 
creeping  into  almost  all  parts  of  the  land,  threatening  the  utter  ruin  of 
the  credit  of  those  doctrines,  which  are  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  interests  of  vital  piety.  And  [  have  of  late  perceived  somn 
things  among  yourselves,  that  show  that  you  are  far  from  being  out  of 
danger,  but  on  the  contrary  remarkably  expof»ed.  The  elder  peo- 
ple may  perhaps  think  themselves  sufficiently  fortified  against  in. 
lection :  but  it  is  fit  that  all  should  beware  of  self  confidence  and 
carnal  security,  and  should  remember  those  needful  warnings  of 
sacred  writ.  Be  not  high  minded  but  fear^  and  let  kirn  that  stands. 

Vol.  L  82  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


650  t'ABEWELL   SERHON. 

take  heed  lest  hefaU.  But  let  the  case  of  the  elder  people  be  as  it 
Will,  the  rising  generations  are  doubtless  greatly  exposed.  These 
principles  are  exceedingly  taking  with  corrupt  nature,  and  are  what 
young  people,  at  least  such  as  have  not  their  hearts  established  with 
grace,  are  easily  led  away  with. 

And  if  these  principles  should  greatly  prevail  in  this  town,  as  they 
very  lately  have  done  in  another  large  town  I  could  name,  fornaerly 
greatly  noted  for  religion,  and  so  for  a  long  time,  it  will  threaten  the 
spiritual  and  eternal  ruin  of  this  people,  in  the  present  and  future  ge- 
nerations. Therefore  you  have  need  of  the  greatest  and  most  diiigeot 
care  and  watchfulness  with  respect  to  this  matter. 

4.  Another  thing  which  I  would  advise  to,  that  you  may  hereafter 
be  a  prosperous  people,  is,  that  you  would  give  yourselves  much  to 
prayer. 

God  is  the  fountain  of  all  blessing  and  prosperity,  and  he  will  be 
bought  to  for  his  blessing.  1  would  therefore  advise  you,  not  only  to 
be  constant  in  seci^t  and  family  prayer,  and  in  the  public  worship  of 
God  in  his  house,  but  also  often  to  assemble  yourselves  in  ptivate  pray- 
ing societies.  I  would  advise  all  such,  as  are  grieved  for  the  afflictions 
of  Joseph,  and  sensibly  affected  with  the  calamities  of  this  town,  of 
whatever  opinion  they  be,  with  relation  to  the  subject  of  our  late  con- 
troversy, often  to  meet  together  for  prayer,  and  cry  to  God  for  his  mer- 
cy to  themselves,  and  mercy  to  this  town,  and  mercy  to  Zion,  and  to 
the  people  of  God  in  general  through  the  world. 

5.  The  last  article  of  advice,  I  would  give,  (which  doubtless  does 
greatly  concern  your  prosperity,)  is,  that  you  would  take  great  care 
with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  to  see  to  it  who  or  what 
manner  of  person  he  is,  whom  you  settle :  and  particularly  in  these 
two  respects. 

(1.)  That  he  be  a  man  of  thoroughly  sound  principles,  in  the  scheme 
of  doctrine  which  he  maintains. 

This  you  will  stand  in  the  greatest  need  of,  especially  at  such  a  day 
of  corruption  as  this  is.  And,  in  order  to  obtain  such  an  one,  you  had 
need  to  exercise  extraordinary  care  and  prudence.  I  know  the  dan- 
ger, f  know  the  manner  of  many  young  gentlemen  of  corrupt  prin- 
ciples, their  ways  of  conceahng  themselves,  the  fair  specious  disguises 
they  are  wont  to  put  on,  by  which  they  deceive  others,  to  maintain  their 
own  credit,and  get  themselves  into  others'  confidence  and  improvement, 
and  secure  and  establish  their  own  interest,  until  they  see  a  convenient 
opportunity  to  begin,  more  openly,  to  broach  and  propagate  their  cor- 
rupt tenets. 

(2.)  Labour  to  obtain  a  man,  who  has  an  established  character,  as 
a  person  of  serious  religion  and  fervent  piety. 

It  is  of  vast  importance  that  those,  who  are  settled  in  this  work,  should 
be  men  of  true  piety,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places;  but  more  especial- 
ly at  some  times  and  in  some  towns  and  churches.  And  this  present 
time,  which  is  a  time  wherein  religion  is  in  danger,  by  so  many  corrup- 
tions in  doctrine  and  practice,  is  in  a  peculiar  manner,  a  day  wherein 
such  ministers  are  necessary.  Nothing  else  but  sincere  piety  of  heart 
is  at  all  to  be  depended  on,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  as  a  security  to  a 
young  man,ju8t  coming  into  the  world,  from  the  prevailing  infection,  to 
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thoroughly  to  engage  him,  in  proper  and  successful  endeavours,  to  with- 
stand and  oppose  the  torrent  of  error  and  prejudice,  against  the  high, 
mysterious,  evangelical  doctrines  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
their  genuine  effects  in  true  experimental  rehgion.  And  this  place 
is  a  place,  that  does  peculiarly  need  such-  a  minister,  for  reasons  obvi- 
ous to  alL 

If  you  should  happen  to  settle  a  minister,  who  knows  nothing,  truly, 
of  Christ,  and  the  way  of  salvation  by  him,  nothmg  experimentally  of 
the  nature  of  vital  religion  ;  alas,  how  will  you  be  exposed  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd.  Here  is  need  of  one  in  this  place,  who  shall  be 
eminently  fit  to  stand  in  the  gap,  and  make  up  the  hedge,  and  who  shall 
be  as,the  chariots  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen  thereof.  You  need  one, 
that  shall  stand  as  a  champion,  in  the  cause  of  truth  andgodliuess. 

Having  briefly  mentioned  these  important  articles  of  advice,  nothing 
remains,  but  that  I  take  my  leave  of  you,  and  bid  you  all  farewell,  wish- 
ing and  praying  for  your  prosperity.  I  would  now  commend  your  im^ 
mortal  souls  to  HIM,  who  formerly  committed  them  to  me  ;  expecting 
the  day,  when  I  must  meet  you  again  before  him,  who  is  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead.  I  desire  that  I  a  ay  never  forget  this  people,  who 
have  been  so  long  my  special  charge,  and  that  1  may  never  cease  fer- 
vently to  pray  for  your  prosperity.  May  God  bless  you  with  a  faithful 
pastor,  one  that  is  well  acquainted  with  his  mind  and  will,  thorough- 
ly warning  sinners,  wisely  and  skilfully  searching  profeasois,  and 
conducting  you  in  the  way  to  eternal  blessedness.  May  you  have 
truly  a  burning  and  shining  light  set  up  in  this  candlestick;  and  may  you 
not  only  for  a  season,  but  during  his  life,  and  that  a  long  life,  be  willing 
to  rejoice  in  his  light. 

And  let  me  be  remembered,  in  the  prayers  of  all  God*s  people,  that 
areof  a  calm  spirit,  and  are  peaceable  and  faithful  in  Israel,  of  whatever 
opinion  they  may  be,  with  nespect  to  terms  of  Church  Communion. 
And  let  us  all  remember,  and  never  forget,  our  future,  solemn  meeting* 
on  that  Great  day  of  the  Lord  ;  the  day  of  infallible  and  of  the  unaher- 
able  sentence.    Amen. 
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A. 

(Fea  p.  10.) 

I  HATC  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  names  of  any  of  the  children  of 
Richard  Edwards,  by  bis  first  marria^,  except  the  eldest.  Among  those 
by  the  second  marriage  were  John,  Hannah,  and  Daniel. 

The  Hon.  Damiel  ^owAans,  the  youngest  son,  was  bom  in  the  year 
1700.  He  entered  Yale  Colle^  in  1716,  the  same  year  with  Us  nephew, 
Jonathan  Edward^,  and  was  his  classmate  and  roommate,  and  afterwards 
his  fellow-tutor  in  that  seminary.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  acquisi- 
tions as  a  scholar,  and  for  his  talents  as  an  instructor.  He  chose  the  law 
as  his  profession,  and  early  rose  to  eminence.  In  1728,  he  married  a 
Miss  Sarah  Hooker,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters;  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  except  Sarah^  who  married  Mr. 
George  Lord,  and  died  in  October,  1764,  as  did  her  husband  in  October 
1765,  leaving  one  son. 

The  follow'mg  sketch  of  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Edwards,  who 
died  at  New-Haven,  September  6, 1765,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  there  buried,  is  taken  from  the  Sermon  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Dorr, 
Pastor  of  the  first  church  in  Hartford,  occasioned  by  his  death. 

*^  Ood  has  seen  fit  to  take  away  one,  who  for  many  years  has  been  an 
honour  and  an  ornament  to  this  church  and  congregation  of  our  Lord  Je* 
BUS  Christ,  and  a  ^reat  blessing  to  it.  His  place  is  now  vacant  among  us^ 
and  we  shall  see  his  face  no  more.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  his  charac- 
ter at  large ;  as  he  was  born  and  brought  up  among  you,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  this  place,  you  all  know  that  ne  was  a  gentleman 
of  great  worth  and  usefulness.  Nature  had  furnished  him  with  dis- 
tinguished natural  powers.  He  had  a  Uberal  education,  and  but  few 
among  us  ever  made  a  greater  proficiency  in  useful  learning,  than  he  did. 
He  was  early  called  topubUc  improveroent,as  a  tutor  in  the  college,  where 
his  name  is  remembered  with  honour  to  this  day.  Since  he  left  the  col- 
lege, he  has  generally  been  employed  in  important  stations,  in  the  service 
ipf  the  government,  and  in  all  has  so  conducted,  as  to  obtain  the  approba- 
tion of  the  public.  For  many  years,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council, 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Hartford,  and  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  superior  Court.  In  all  these  important  trusts,  he  shone  with  honour. 
He  was  an  able  councUlor,  an  upright  judge,  and  a  faithful  magistrate ; 
a  terror  to  evil  doers^  and  a  praise  to  them  that  did  well.  In  all  the  pub- 
lic affa  rs,  which  he  sustained,  neither  his  ability  nor  integrity  has  ever 
beffi  impeached*    If  we  view  him  in  private  life,  his  character  was  very 
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amiable.  From  his  youth  up,  he  hath  been  unblemished.  He  was  a  good 
neighbour,  a  kind  and  faithful  friend,  a  person  of  strict  truth  and  honesty, 
not  easily  carried  away  bv  slight  impressions,  but  uniform,  steady  and  even, 
in  his  principles  and  conduct.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a  professor  of 
our  holy  religion ;  and  you  are  all  witnesses,  that  he  was  a  devout  and 
constant  attendant  on  the  worship  and  ordinances  of  God,  and  exhibited 
in  his  life  and  conversation  an  excellent  pattern  of  uniform,  constant  and 
steady,  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  gospel.  As  he  lived,  so  he  died,  calm, 
composed,  and  resigned  to  God.  Death,  the  king  of  terrors,  was  no  terror  . 
to  him.  His  conscience  was  unreproaching,  and  he  received  the  final  sum- 
mons without  surprise,  relying  on  the  merits  of  a  glorious  Redeemer;  and 
through  him  expecting  a  triumphant  entrance  into  the  joys  of  his  Lord. 
While  he  lived,  he  bore  a  principal  part  in  all  public  affairs  among  us.  He 
-  was  a  real  friend  to  all  mankind,  to  this  town,  to  this  church  and  society  in 
particular,  and  constantly  sought  its  best  interests.  We  shall  feel  the  loss 
of  him,  wherever  we  turn  our  eyes;  especially  in  this  stormy  day,  when 
able  and  fait-hful  men  are  so  much  needed.  The  Colony,  the  Council,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  will  feel  the  Ices.  We  in  this  church  and  society,  es- 
pecially, must  sensibly  feel  the  stroke,  as  there  was  no  man,  on  whose  kind 
counsel  and  friendly  advice,  we  could  more  safely  rely  than  his.  A  ^eat 
and  ffood  man  is  taken  away  <from  us ;  and  he  has  been  taken  away  in  an 
evil  day,  a  day  of  perplexity  and  trouble.  God  grant,  that  a  double  portion 
of  his  excellent  spirit  may  rest  on  some  of  us,  and  that  this  heavy  breach 
may  be  sanctified  to  us  all  for  good!  Ob,  let  us  follow  that  good  example, 
which  he  has  left  us,  and  study  peace  as  he  did.  And  let  us  eamestlT 
pray  the  greet  Lord  of  the  Universe,  with  whom  is  the  residue  of  the  Spi* 
rit,  that  he  would  raise  up  worthy  men  to  fill  his  place,  in  the  government^ 
and  among  ourselves." 


B. 

(See  p.  10.) 

I  have  before  me,  while  writing,  a  closely  written  manuscript  of  ninety- 
six  pages,  foolscap  8vo.  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  of  East-Windsor^ 
and  eldest  son  of  Richard  Edwards,  Esquire,  headed,  ^^  Some  things  writ* 
ten  for  my  own  use  and  comfort,  concerning  the  life,  and  death,  of  my  very 
dear  and  ever  honoured  father,  Mr.  Richard  Edwards,  late  of  Hartford, 
who  died  April  20,  1718,  on  the  Sabbath  in  the  forenoon,  being  the  ninth 
day  of  his  sickness,  and  the  7lKt  year  of  his  age,  he  being  then  very  near 
seventy  one  years  old.  having  been  born  in  May  1647." 

The  following  brief  abstract  of  this  account  will  not  be  uninteresting 
to  those,  who  res|iect  the  memory  of  departed  piety  and  worth ;  especially, 
as  it  is  an  accurate  moral  picture  of  the  man,  who  moulded  the  character 
of  the  father  and  instructor  of  President  Edwards.  As  far  as  is  consis- 
tent with  brevity,  the  language  of  the  original  is  e!xactly  preserved. 

He  was  naturally,  of  a  strong  healthy  constitution,  well-formed  and 
comely,  and  of  uncommon  vigour,  activitv,  and  nimbleness  of  body — charac^ 
teristics,  for  which  he  wa^  distinguished  until  the  close  of  life.  He  had  a 
clear  voice  and  ready  utterance,  and  expressed  himself  not  only  with  ease 
and  propriety,  but  with  uncommon  energy  and  e£^t.  He  was  naturally 
cheerful,  sprightly,  and  sweet-tempered,  of  a  ready  wit,  had  a  mind  weU 
stored  with  knowledge,  particularly  the  knowledge  of  history  and  theoh>- 
gy,  and  in  conversation  was  uncommonly  pleasant  and  entertaining.     He 
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was  sob^r  and  considerate,  a  man  of  flpreat  courage,  resolution  and  perse-^ 
verance;  had  a  clear  and  strong  understanding,  a  sound  judgment,  and  a 
quick,  sharp  insight  into  men  and  things;  and  was  capable  of  almost  any 
Kind  of  business.  He  was  in  the  full  sense  of  the  phrase  a  num  ofbtmnett^ 
distinguished  for  his  wisdom  and  forecast ;  had  uncommon  prudence  and 
discretion  in  the  management  of  his  own  afiairs,  and  was  extensively  con- 
sulted in  matters  of  weight  and  difficulty,  by  others. 

Thouffh  natively  quick  and  warm  when  provoked  or  affronted,  he  had 
acquired  the  self  government,  which  became  him  as  a  man  and  a  christian; 
though  firm  and  inflexible  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  was  yet  easy  to 
be  intreated.  He  was  candid  and  charitable  in  his  estimate  of  the  conduct 
of  others,  kind  and  affectionate  in  hb  feeling,  liberal  and  generous  in  the 
use  of  his  property,  obliginp^  in  his  disposition,  willing  to  devote  his  time 
and  services  to  the  goodof  his  fellow-men,  readily  forgiving  injuries  pn 
the  slightest  acknowledgment,  but  yielding  nothing  to  pride  and  haughti- 
ness of  spirit.  He  was  uniformily  courteous,  affable,  and  easy  of  access ; 
free  and  familiar  with  his  children  and  servants,  and  with  the  poorest  and 
humblest  of  his  neighbours;  and  at  the  same  time  tender-hearted  and 
compassionate,  easily  melting  into  tears,  while  witnessing  either  examples 
of  kindness  and  generosity,  or  scenes  of  affliction  and  sorrow,  and  doing 
what  lay  in  his  power  to  relieve  the  wants  and  distresses  of  others.  He 
had  a  manly  ingenous  spirit,  was  accustomed  to  deal  very  faithfully  and 
thoroughly  with  his  fellow  men  about  their  faults  and  miscarriages,  and  did 
not  fear,  on  any  proper  occasion,  to  tell  any  man  plainly  what  he  saw  amiss 
in  his  conduct. 

He  was  a  sincere  and  faithful  friend,  never  disappointing  those  who 
trusted  in  him ;  and  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  any  honest  man,  however 
humble  his  circumstances,  in  a  just  cause,  especially  if  he  was  op- 
pressed and  unable  to  defend  himself,  to  secure  his  fnendship.  **  Such 
confidence,"  says  the  writer,  "  have  I  in  my  father's  faithfulness,  that, 
under  God,  I  could  venture  my  estate,  my  good  name,  and  even  my  life, 
in  the  hands  of  such  a  friend.  In  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  he 
was  eminently  just,  honest,  and  upright.  Though  his  business  was  very 
extensive  and  continued  through  a  long  life,  and  though  I  had  the  best 
opportunity  of  knowing  his  concerns,  I  never  knew  him  attempt  to  wrong 
any  individual,  or  do  any  thing,  which  discovered  the  least  shadow  of  de- 
ceit or  dishonesty.  On  the  contrary,  he  abhorred  all  base  underhand  man- 
agement, scorned  and  hated  all  that  was  little,  unfair  and  unworthy,  and 
in  freedom  from  dissimulation,  hypocri^,  and  any  design  to  do  wrong, 
was  among  those  who  excel."     . 

In  all  the  various  relations  of  his  life,  his  character  was  truly  estimable. 
He  was  hospitable  and  courteous  to  strangers,  and  charitable  to  the  poor, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  sympathize  with  the  afflicted,  to  plead  the  cause  of 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  to  help  those,  who  wanted  both  friends 
and  money  to  help  themselves.  He  was  an  affectionate,  tender,  careful 
husband,  one  of  the  best  of  fathers  to  his  children,  a  just  and  kind  master^ 
esteemed  and  beloved  by  his  neighbours,  a  good  and  punctual  paymaster, 
and  of  a  credit  always  unimpeacned.  He  was  not  only  faithful,  in  mana- 
ging the  concerns  of  others ;  but  equitable,  in  his  demands  for  services 
rendered,  often  indeed  rendering  them  for  nothing ;  just  and  moderate  in 
his  profits,  gentle  and  accommodating  towards  his  debtors,  often  bearing 
with  them,  year  after  year,  if  they  were  poor  and  honest.  He  was  also 
merciful  to  his  beast. 

He  had  an  excellent  spirit  of  government — having  wisdom  to  govern 
not  only  himself,  but  others— so  that  he  was  both  feared,  and  loved,  by  his 
<*bi]dren,  and  servants,  and  all  who  were  under  his  control.  ^'  t  cannot  say 
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that  he  discovered  no  infirmitieB,  but  they  were  much  outweighed  by  W^ 
virtues." 

In  the  existence  and  constant  presence  of  God,  he  appeared  not  only  to 
believe,  but  to  delight.  The  fear  of  Qod  seemed  habitually  before  his 
eyes,  so  that  nothing  probably  would  have  tempted  him  to  do  that,  which 
he  really  thought  would  offend  him.  Twice  every  day,  he  worshipped 
God  in  his  house,  by  reading  the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  Other  religious 
books  were  read  in  their  season  in  the  family,  and  that  to  an  extent  rarely 
surpassed.  His  conversation  with,and  his  letters  to,his  children  were  full  of 
religious  instruction.  He  laid  great  stress  on  the  promises  of  God  to  tlie 
righteous,  and  his  threatening^  to  the  wicked ;  flilly  expecting  and  look* 
ing  for  the  accomplishment  of  both.  He  habitually  and  attentively  ob- 
served the  dispensations  of  Providence ;  ever  acknowledging  with  thank- 
fulness his  goodness  to  him  and  his ;  and  regarding  every  affliction  as  an. 
immediate  chastisement  fVom  God,  so  that  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  rod 
and  him  that  appointed  it.  Rarely  does  any  christian  express  so  solemniz- 
ing and  heart-affecting  a  sense,  of  the  great  and  awful  dispensations  of 
Providence,  towards  individuals,  or  towards  the  world  at  large* 

**  He  hated  vice  and  wickedness,  wherever  he  saw  it,  and  abhorred  to  jus- 
tify or  make  light  of  sin,  whether  committed  by  strangers,  or  by  his  own 
near  relatives :  always  discovering  in  this  respect  a  just,  conscientious,  im- 
partial spirit,  and  appearing  to  frown  upon  it  eixln  more  in  his  children,  than 
in  others. 

*<  In  prayer,  he  seemed  to  draw  very^near  to  God,  with  pecuHar  solemnity 
and  reverence,  with  exalted  views  of  his  greatness  and  goodness,  and  with 
a  supreme  regard  to  his  glory.  He  appeared  to  cherish  an  admiring  sense 
of  the  wisdom,  the  power  and  the  goodness,  of  God,  In  contemplstmg  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence,  and  the  riches  of  his  CTace  as  unfolded 
in  the  work  of  redemption.  The  truth  of  God,  he  studied  and  understood, 
as  well  as  loved  and  obeyed. 

*<  Few  men  administer  christian  admonition  and  reproof,  with  so  much 
faithfulness,  discretion  and  solemnity,  or  with  so  much  success;  and  few 
receive  it  with  more  humility,  meekness  and  self-application.  *His 'feelings 
on  reliffiouB  subjects  were  at  once  strong  and  tender :  often  discovering 
themselves  at  public  worship,  in  family  prayer, and  in  religious  reading  and 
conversation. 

^  He  took  peculiar  care,  that  his  family  sanctified  the  Sabbath,  and  ap 
peared  himself  conscientiously  to  keep  it  holy.  On  the  morning  of  every 
sacramental  Sabbath,  he  regularly  spent  a  lon^  time  alone,  in  religious  re- 
tirement. H^  was  abundant,  in  his  religious  mstructions  and  admonitions 
to  his  family ,  on  every  proper  occasion,  and  regularly  ever^  Sabbath  after- 
noon in  enforcing  the  sermons  of  the  day,  and  the  instructions  of  the  book 
which  was  then  read.  **  From  my  own  observation  of  other  religions  ^ 
milies,  with  which  I  have  been  familiarly  acquainted,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  few  children,  even  of  christian  parents,  are  as  much  counselled 
and  instructed."  He  loved  and  honoured  the  faithful  ministers  of  Christ, 
for  their  work's  sake ;  and  was  a  sincere  and  hearty  friend  to  his  own  min- 
ister ;'*'  actively  and  zealously  exciting  others  to  help  and  befriend  him,  and 
resolutely  and  successfully  opposing  and  bearing  down  those,  who  arrayed 
themselves  against  him. 


*The  Rev.  Timotl^  Woodbridge.  This  gentleman  was  the  minister  of  Hart- 
ford  fVom  1685  to  1732 :  he  was  highly  respected  for  his  talents  and  worth. 
An  interesting  sketch  of  his  character  is  given  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards^ 
in  his  Election  Sermon,  preached  in  1732. 
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*^  In  bki  reNfton,  he  was  far  from  being  ostentations ;  and  the  apjilaase 
•f  men  be  regarded  as  nothing,  in  comparison  with  that  testimony  of  a 
food  conscience,  which  would  enable  him  to  appeal  to  the  heart-searching 
God,  for  theeinoerity  and  uprightness  of  his  conduct.  H  e  appeared  to  love 
the  real  disciples  of  Christ,  for  their  piety ;  disregarding  the  distinctions  of 
sect  and  party,  and  receiving  all  his  brethren,  who  were  received  by  Christ. 

Though  possessed  of  property,  he  realized,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the 
vanity  of  worldly  good,  and  placed  but  a  alight  dependence  on  nches,  ho- 
nours, or  pleasores,  as  the  means  of  permanent  happiness.  '*  Surely,"  says 
his  son,  ^  this  world  was  not  m^  &ther*s  god ;  his  chief  good  was  some- 
thing better  and  nobler,  than  this  present  life  can  afford."  He  appeared 
habitually  sensible  of  the  frailty  of  his  nature,  and  of  the  nearness  of  his 
own  death,  often  converBing  on  death  and  the  judgment,  in  a  truW  devout 
and  edifyinff  manner,  and  frequently  observing,  near  the  close  of  life,  '<  I 
carry  my  life  in  my  hand  every  day ;  I  am  daily  looking  and  waiting,  until 
ay  change  come."  Few  christians,  indeed,  see«i  more  conversant  with 
their  own  death,  more  careful  to  prepare  for  it,  or  more  ready  to  meet  it. 

In  the  government  of  God,  he  seemed  habitually  to  rejoice.  His  sense 
•f  the  evilof  sin  was  peculiarly  deep;  he  was  patient  and  submissive  un- 
der sufferings,  was  willing  to  suffer  for  Christ's  sake,  and  was  free  from 
the  fear  of  aeath.  He  appeared  to  be  truly  humbled  under  a  sense  of  his 
own  sins,  to  mourn  over  sm,  and  to  wage  a  constant  warfare  against  it,  to 
love  the  way  of  salvation  revealed  in  the  gospel,  to  cherish  a  sacred  repaid 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  interests  of  religion,  and  to  entertain  exuted 
views  of  the  character  and  glory  of  Christ.  ^  Though  he  never,"  says  his 
son,  ^'  gave  me  an  account  of  hii  conversion  at  large ;  yet  on  various  occa- 
sions, in  conversation,  he  has  alluded  to  the  great  chan^  then  wrought  in 
ins  views  and  affections,  with  regard  to  temporal  and  spiritual  objects,  par» 
ticularly  to  worldly  good,  the  warfitre  with  sin,  the  hope  of  reconciliation 
to  God,  and  a  title  to  eternal  life."  He  appeared  eminently  to  trust  in 
God,  to  cherish  a  deep  sense  of  his  dependence,  and  to  lead  a  hfe  of  faith. 
**  Though  I  have  now  been  in  the  ministry,'*  he  adds,  "  nearly  four  and 
twenty  years,  and«  during  that  period,  have  often  had  much  private  conver- 
sation with  many  of  the  truly  pious,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  met 
with  any,  who  seemed  more  truly  to  lead  such  a  life,  than  mv  dear  father ; 
and  to  such  a  life  he  habitually  advised  and  directed  his  children,  both  in 
his  conversation  and  in  his  letters.  Writing  to  me  on  an  important  sub- 
ject, he  says,— ^  I  leave  you,  in  this,  and  all  your  afikiis,  to  the  direction 
^  and  guidance  of  the  Fountain  of  wisdom  and  goodness,  who,  I  doubt  not, 
'  will  guide  you  into  the  best  and  safest  course,  if  you  trust  in  him,  and  by 

*  ^th  commit  your  ways  to  him.    Make  the  glory  of  God  your  main  end, 

*  and  depend  on  him  bv  a  lively  faith  in  his  promise;  fur  He  is  faithful  who 
'  hath  promised,  that  thev  who  wait  on  him  shall  not  want  any  good  thing — 
'  that  IS,  any  that  is  really  good  for  them.'-*— In  a  letter  addressed  to  me, 
when  I  was  with  the  army  at  Albany,*  then  on  an  expedition  to  Canada, 
he  thus  writes-^*  I  have  nothing  new  to  write  to  you,  but  merely  to  revive 

*  what  I  have  said  formerly,  that,  since  God,  in  his  all-wise  providence,  has 
'  called  you  to  this  present  service,  you  put  your  whole  trust  in  him,  to 
'  carry  you  through  it,  who  never  fails  any  who  put  their  trust  in  him. 
<  You  may  expect  to  meet  with  difficulties,  but  still  God  is  all-sufficient — 

*  the  same  God  in  all  places,  and  in  all  conditions  ;^therefore  commit 

♦In  August  1711. 
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'  yourself  wholly  to  his  merciful  providence,  who  is  a  faithful  God  to  ill 
'  his  people,  iu  all  their  ways.  So  I  leave  you  to  the  blessing,  guidance, 
^  and  keeping,  of  a  gracious  and  faitbfUl  God  and  Father.' — I  have  cause 
to  say, ''  Blessed  be  uod,  that  once  I  had  a  father,  thus  disposed  to  coun- 
sel his  children !" 

In  all  afiairs  of  weight  and  difficulty,  he  appeared,  in  an  unusual  degree, 
to  commit  himself  to  God,  to  wait  on  him  lor  direction  and  for  help,  to 
leave  the  event  in  his  hands,  and  then  to  be  at  peace.  **  He  has  some- 
times told  me^"  says  his  son,  ^*  that,  when  his  mind  has  been  much  agita- 
ted, in  consequence  of  some  ffreat  trouble  and  perplexity,  in  which  he  could 
see  no  means  of  help  or  relief,  so  that  he  could  get  no  rest  for  a  great  part  of 
the  ni^ht,  it  has  been  hb  customary  course,  to  cast  it  entirely  on  God,  and 
leave  it  in  his  hands ;  and  then,  said  he,  I  can  at  once  go  to  sleep." 

^'  (rod  was  his  great  rcfu^  in  times  of  trouble,  and  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  declaration  in  Deut.  xxx\\l27^Tlie Eternal  God  is  thy  refuge^ 
and  underneath  thee  are  the  everlasting  orm*— might  be  applied  to  him  with 
truth.  In  the  time  of  health,  he  trusted  in  God,  and  strongly  relied  on  his 
providential  care  and  goodness,  to  provide  for  himself  and  his  family. 
This  was  peculiarly  observable  in  seasons  of  aflliction  and  distress.  In 
sickness,  he  stayed  himself  on  God,  and  looked  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  carry  him  sately  through,  however  it  might  issue.  In  the  very  dread- 
fbl  mortality  in  Hartfbrd,  about  seven  year^  since,*  when  great  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  died,  he  was  dangerously  sick  of  the  distemper;  and 
when  the  crisis  was  passed,  he  gave  us  the  following  account  of  his  reflex- 
ions during  the  first  night  of  his  sickness :  <  When  I  was  first  taken  ill,  I 

*  concluded  that  I  had  the  prevailing  fever,  and  was  strongly  impressed  with 
'  the  belief  that  I  should  die  of  it.     During  the  former  part  of  the  night,  I 

*  felt  considerable  uneasiness  and  anxiety  respecting  it,  but  in  the  latter 

*  part  of  it,  the  disquiet  of  my  mind  passed  away,  and  I  was  willing  to  leave 

*  myself  with  God.  I  found  myself  not  so  much  concerned  about  the  issue 
'  of  my  sickness :  but  thouffht  I  was  satisfied,  that  it  should  he  as  he  pleas- 

*  ed.' — This,  during  his  whole  sickness,  gave  him  inward  peace  and  rest  in 
God,  and  comfortably  freed  him  from  the  terrors  of  death." 

"The  language  of  his  last  Will,  written  near  the  close  of  life,  strongly 
exhibits  the  ffood  man,  who  trustetb  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the  Lord 
is ' — *'  I»  Richard  Edwards  of  Hartford,  being  weak  in  body,  yet.  through 
^  God's  goodness,  my  understanding  and  memory  remaining  good,  being 

*  sensible  of  my  own  mortality,  and  not  knowing  how  suddenly  the  Lord 

*  may  put  a  period  to  this  short  life,  do  therefore  make  this  my  last  will  and 
"  testament.     And  first,  I  commit  my  soul  into  the  bosom  of  my  most  mer- 

*  citlil  God  and  Father,  and  ever  blessed  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  hoping 

*  for  eternal  life  and  salvation  through  the  merits,  mediation  and  interces- 

*  sion  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  and  my  body  to  the  earth,  to 

*  be  buried,  nothing  doubting  but  that  it  shall  be  raised  again,  and  reunited 

*  to  my  soul,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  at  the  last  day,  and  so  rest  in 

*  hopes  of  a  glorious  resurrection,  through  Jt;sus  Christ  our  Lord.* 

••  The  piety  and  evangelical  excellence,  which  had  characterized  his 
life,  were  even  more  conspicuous  in  his  last  sickness,  and  at  his  death. — 
Towards  one  whom  he  regarded  as  haviog  greatly  injured  him,  he  expres- 
sed feelings  of  kindness  and  good-will;  and  while  he  declared,  that  in  the 
review  of  his  conduct  towards  him,  he  had  peace  of  conscience,  that  he 
eouid  safely  die  upon  what  he  had  done  in  it^  and  that  under  the  approach 


*  In  1711. 
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«»f  death,  he  felt  no  trouhle  lying  upon  his  mind,  with  reference  to  it,  yet 
he  declared  he  could  truly  say,  he  heartily  wished  him  the  best  good.  He 
took  great  care  that  no  wrong  should  be  jdone  through  mistake,  with  re- 
spect to  what  had  been  due,  or  was  still  due  to  him  from  others.  To  one 
ef  his  neighbours,  who  came  and,  whispering  in  his  ear,  asked  his  forgive- 
ness, he  readily  and  promptly  replied, "  I  forgive  you,  I  forgive  you,"  and 
this  so  kindly  and  heartily,  that  the  man  was  melted  into  tears.  He  re* 
peatedly  charged  his  children,  on  no  consideration,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  law  against  any«  who  had  mortgaged  their  lands  or  estates  to  him,  and 
whose  mortgages  were  out  and  their  debts  unpaid. 

*'  When  his  children  came  around  his  bed,  weeping  at  the  apprehension 
ef  his  approaching  death,  and  their  incalculable  Io8s,^he  said  to  them,*  This 

*  time  I  have  long  expectod,  this  scene  I  have  looked  for,  and  now  it  is 

*  come.'  As  some  of  us,  who  lived  at  a  distance,  came  into  his  sick  cham- 
ber for  the  first  time,  he  said,  *  I  can  but  look  upon  you,  my  children,  I 

*  can't  speak  to  you ;  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say,  but  I  can't  say  it ;  God 

*  now  denies  roe  that  libertv.'  When  I  first  saw  him,  (April  16th,)  he  ex- 
pressed a  hope,  that  he  should  meet  me  with  joy,  at  the  right  hand  of 
Christ,  in  the  great  day.  Something  being  said  to  him,  with  reference  to 
death,  he  replied,  *  Death,  indeed,  is  terrible  to  nature,  bat  I  hope  God  will 

*  strengthen  me,  and  carry  me  through  it,  and  help  me  to  submit  to  his 

*  will ;  1  lie  at  the  feet  of  God.' — While  he  was  praying  to  God  by  himself, 
he  was  overheard  to  say, — *  Lord,  I  come  to  thee  with  my  naked  soul  y  l 
'  desire  to  bow  under  thy  chastising  hand,  and  hope  it  is  a  good  chastise- 

*  ment.'    As  we  sat  weeping  by  his  bed-side,  April  16th,  he  said  to  us, — 

*  Come,  children,  moderate  your  grief,  for  such  thinffs  must  be,  and  the 
'  will  of  God  is  best ;  I  freely  submit  myself  to  the  will  of  God,  whether  in 

*  life  or  death,  to  do  with  me  as  he  pleases.' — He  said  to  me,  on  the  t7th, 
— '  Though  1  seem  to  be  better  to-day,  yet  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this 

*  sickness  will  be  my  last ;  and  I  am  very  willing  that  the  will  of  God 

*  should  be  done  :*— -And  on  the  following  day,—'  f  have  been  of  the  opi- 

*  nion,  all  along,  that  this  sickness  will  be  my  death,  and  I  have  not  yet  seen 
'  cause  to  alter  my  mind,  I  am  very  willing  that  God's  will  should  be  done, 

*  I  am  not  at  all  anxious  about  it ;  I  rely  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  I  have 

*  chosen  him  for  my  Saviour  and  mighty  Redeemer.' — On  my  observing, 

*  This  must  be  a  great  support.  Sir,  to  your  mind ;' — ^he  replied, — ^  It  is  so.' 
As  I  was  sitting  by  him,  on  the  1 7th.  I  heard  him  sayy--'  O  my  poor,  frail, 

*  mortal  body,  methinks,  sometimes,  I  could  be  flad  to  slip  away  from  thee  V 
In  the  midst  of  most  severe  pain,  he  exprossea  himself  very  desirous,  that 
God  would  enable  him  to  bear  his  afflicting  hand,  and  quietly  submit  to  his 
will,  even  to  the  end,  and  that  he  might  not,  at  any  time,  by  impatience,  b« 
left  to  sin  against  him,  and  for  this  he  desired  our  prayers,  that  God  would, 
in  this  respect,  strengthen  him  more  and  more ;  and  in  a  very  humble  roan* 
ner,  when  he  had  scarce  strength  to  speak,  he  thus,  in  a  short  ejaculation, 
prayed  to  God,  *0  Lord,  increase  thy  mice,  aud  strengthen  thy  servant's 

*  faith!' — During  his  whole  sickness,  lie  appeared  to  be  almost  always 
praying  to  God ;  far  more  so  than  is  commonly  witnessed  on  the  death-bed 
of  the  christian. 

He  solemnly  exhorted  and  charged  his  son  John,  to  carry  on  the  worship 
of  God  in  his  family,  after  his  death.  To  one  of  his  daughters,  he  said,  as 
she  stood  weeping  over  him,  **  I  must  say  to  you,  as  Mr.  Whiting  said  to 
his  daughter  SybU,  Through  wet  and  dry,  through  thick  and  thm,  keep 
steady  for  that  port."  On  the  18th,  as  his  good  friend  Mr.  Austin,  and  my- 
self, sat  by  him,  and  we  observed  him  troubled  with  hiccoughs,  one  of  us 
remarked,  that  the  hiccoughs  were  very  distressing,  and  he  replied,  **  God 
must  take  his  ewn  way,  and  use  his  own  means,  and  I  desire  to  submit  to 
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hja  holy  will,  and  hope  I  can  ilo  it  freely."  He  exprewed  to  me  his  convic- 
tion, that  it  was  better  for  him  to  depart  and  be  with  Chnst,  than  to  con- 
tinue  with  his  family.  On  my  reminding  him,  that  he  had  many  fnends, 
he  replied^ — ^^  I  know  that  I  have  many  friends,  but  there  is  one  Mea4 
that  is  better  than  all ;"  and  when  one  of  iis  spoke  of  making  his  bed  easy  t 
lie  replied, — ^"  The  favour  of  Jesus  Christ  will  make  my  bed  easy ;  the  bo- 
som of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  best  resting-place,  for  a  man  in  my  condition,** — 
To  one  of  my  sisters,  he  said,  **  Weep  for  yourself,  my  child,  as  I  have 
wept  for  myself,  1  have  laid  hold  upon  the  Rock  of  ages,  I  hope  my  anchor 
is  within  the  veil: "—-and  to  another,  as  she  observed  him  in  very  great 
pain,-—"  The  passage  may  prove  rough,  but  the  shore  is  safe,  and  the  bot- 
tom will  bear  me." — In  reply  to  a  remark  of  mine^he  said, — **  I  trust  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  ventured  my  soul  upon  him  for  eternity,  and  I 
desire  to  do  so  more  and  more." — On  the  niffht  of  the  18th,  when  his  dis- 
ten^r  was  most  violent,  he  expressed  his  full  conviction,  that  he  had  cho- 
sen God  for  his  portion,  and  that  he  would  grant  him  a  favourable  issue. 

He  expressed  high  and  honourable  thoughts  of  Qod  in  the  midst  of  his 
greatest  distress.  On  Wednesday,  observms  his  uncommon  patience  an4 
resignation  under  extreme  suffering,  I  was  led  te  remark,  that  to  submit 
quietlv  and  patiently  to  the  will  of  Uod,  when  sorely  afflicted  by  him,  was 
one  or  the  hardest  lessons  a  christian  had  to  learn.  His  reply  was  strikmg 
and  afiecting  r — ^  Alas !  there  is  no  room,  nor  cause  to  complain  of  God^ 
'^  ibr  he  is  infinitely  good,  yea  goodness  itself,  and  the  foimtain  of  it.  I 
*  should  be  very  ungrateAil  indeed,  if  I  should  complain  of  him  who  has 
"^been  so  good  to  me  aB  my  days.' 

*'  On  Saturday,  the  19tn  of  April,  and  the  last  day  but  one  of  his  life, 
when  he  lay  rattling  in  his  throat,  much  oppressed  for  want  of  breath,  and 
in  ffreat  pam,  so  tluit  he  seemed  to  me  to  be  in  the  very  pangs  and  affoniea 
of  death,  he  expressed  some  fear  that  he  might  lie  long  in  that  condition, 
u)d  so  endure  jzTeat  pain  and  misery  before  he  died,  and  therefore  seemed 
to  desire  that  Uod  would  mercifiylly  shorten  the  time  of  his  sufferings,  by 
taking  him  quickly  out  of  the  world.  Mrs.  Talcot  said  to  him,  *  But  yon 
'  are  willing  to  wait  God's  time  :* — to  which  he  repliedy— *  O  yes,  O  yes/ 
At  a  time  when  he  appeared  to  be  fostsinkin^,  Major  Talcot  informed  him, 
that  he  was  ready  to  think  death  was  upon  him,  he  was  so  very  low,  and  I 
added, — *•  I  hope  that  God  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you  :* — with 
great  readiness,  and  with  an  air  of  much  inward  satisfkction,  he  replied^— 
'  I  don*t  fear  it,  I  don't  fear  it.* — When  he  was  hardly  able  to  speak,  he 
told  me,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that — ^  bis  hope  of  eternal  life,  through 
'  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  was  still  firm ;  that  he  trusted 
'  all  would  be  well  with  him  in  a  short  time,  and  that  then  he  should  think 
'  of  his  present  afflictions  and  sufferings  with  pleasure.* — In  the  former  part 
of  the  night,  he  told  us  that  he  was  comforted  with  the  hope  of  goiuf  to 
heaven.  On  my  asking  him,  if  he  did  not  wish  to  recover,  he  repHed : — 
'  To  recover.  No ;  I  am  better  as  I  am,  I  have  no  desire  to  go  back,  I  have 
lefl  myself  with  God.' — In  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  ha/\ring  lain  down 
for  a  little  sleep,  I  was  called  up,  as  he  appeared  to  be  dying.  I  asked  hha 
if  his  hope  of  salvation  continued,  he  said — *  Yes.' — ^I  ask^  him  whether 
he  still  had  good  thooffhts  of  God,  and  he  replied—'  Yes,  Yes.' — In  the 
morning  of  the  Sabbath,  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  I  went  to  him  and 
told  him  I  would  make  one  more  prayer  with  him,  if  he  thought  he  could 
attend ;  he  was  only  able  to  say — ^  Yes,' — and  at  the  same  time  nodded  his 
head  ;  and,  when  it  was  concluded,  gave  me  the  same  sign,  that  he  had 
been  able  to  understand  and  unite  with  me.  In  the  prayer,  I  spoke  of  him 
as  dying ;  and  expressing  my  hope  to  him  afterwards,  that  he  was  going  to 
keep  sabbath  with  saints  and  angels  in  heaven,  and  enquinng  whether  ht 
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had  that  hope  to  Bustain  him,  he  gave  me  the  customary  sign  that  such  wai^ 
the  fact.— 

'*  In  this  maoner  he  lived  and  died,  glorifying  God  both  in  bis  life  atnd  in 
his  death,  and  leaving  behind  him  that  good  name,  which  is  better  than  pre* 
eious  ointment." 


(See.p.  11.) 

The  Rev.  John  Warham,  originally  one  of  the  ministers  of  Exeter  in 
England,  had  four  children,  aU  daughters.  He  died,  April  1, 1670.  ''He 
was  distinguished  for  piety  and  the  strictest  morals ;  yet,  at  times,  was  sub- 
ject to  great  gloominess  and  religious  melancholy.  Such  were  his  doubts 
and  fears,  at  some  times,  that  when  he  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to . 
his  brethren,  he  did  not  participate  with  them,  fearing  that  the  seals  of  the 
covenant  did  not  belong  to  him.  It  is  said  he  was  the  first  minister  in  New 
England  who  used  J^ToUa  in  preaching ;  yet  he  was  applauded  by  his  hear- 
ers, as  one  of  the  most  animated  and  energetic  preachers  of  ^the  day.  He 
was  considered  as  one  of  the  principal  fathers  and  pillars  of  the  churches  of 
Connecticut."— rrtim6w/r'#  Hist.  Conn.  I.  467. 


D. 

(Seep.  11.) 

Mrs.  Mather  had  three  children  by  her  first  husband,  Eunice,  Warhamr 
and  Eliakim.  Eunice  married  Rev.  John  Wilfiams  of  Deerfield,  who,  with 
bis  son^  (then  a  child,  afterwards  the  Rev.  Stephen  Williams,  D.  D.  9€ 
Long  Meadow,)  was  carried  into  captivity,  by  the  Indians,  in  1704. 


E. 

(See  p.  11.) 

The  following  are  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoddard  : 
t.  Mary,  bom  Jan.   9,  1671 ;  married  Rev.  Stephen  Mix  of  Weathe/s- 

field.    They  had  six  children ;  Mary,  Rebeckah,  Christian,  Esther, 

and  Elisha. 
n.  Esther,  bom  1672;  married  Rev.  Tunothy  Edwards.    For  an  account 

of  their  children^  see  Appendix^  O. 

III.  Samuel,  died  in  infancy. 

IV.  Anthony,  died  in  infancy. 

V.  Aaron,  died  in  inftcncy. 

VI.  Christian,  born  Aug.  22,  16^76 ;  married  Rev.  William  Williams  of 
Hatfield,  They  had  four  children:  1.  Solomon,  2.  Israel,  3.  Eliaa- 
beth,  4.  Dorothy. 

VII.  Anthony,  bom  Aug.  9, 1678 ;  A.  B.  of  Harvard,  1697  ;  the  minister 
of  Woodbury  in  Connecticut;  died  Sept.  6,  1760. 

VIII.  Sarah,  born  April  1, 1680;  married  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman  of  Par- 
mington,  Connecticut.  They  had  five  children  :  1.  Sarah,  who  mar* 
tied  Rev*  Joba  Trumbull  of  Westbury,  and  was  the  mother  of  the 
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Hon.  John  Trumbull,  the  poet :  2.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  Thonm 
Strong  of  New  Marlborough ;  3.  Elnatban,  miniBter  of  Hartford,  Con* 
necticut;  4.  Solomon;  5.  Samuel. 

IX.  John,  born  Feb.  17,  1682;  A.  B.  of  Harvaid  1701 ;  married  Pra- 
dence  Chester  of  Wethersfield.  He  was  usually  known  as  CoL 
Stoddard  of  Northampton.  They  had  six  children:  1.  Mary,  bom  Nov. 
12,  1732,  and  married  Hon.  John  Worthington,  LL.  D.  of  Sprinff- 
iield,  and  died  having  no  issue ;  2.  Prudence,  married  Ezekiel  Wu- 
liams,  Esq.  of  Wethersfield;  3«  Solomon;  4.  Esther;  5.  Israel;  6. 
Haanah. 

X.  Israel,  bom  April  10, 1684;  died  in  a  prison  in  France. 

XL  Rebeckah,  bora  in  1686  ;  married  Joseph  Hawley  of  NortlmmptoD. 
They  had  two  children  ;  1.  Joseph,  A.  B.  of  Yale,  1742,  a  distinguish- 
ed lawyer  and  statesman ;  2.  Elisha,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lake 
George,  Sept.  4, 1756. 
XII.  Hannah,  bom  April  21,1688;  married  Rev.  William  Williams  of 
Weston,  Mass.  They  had  nine  children:  1.  William;  2.  Elizabeth, 
married  Rev.  Joseph  Crocker  of  Ipswich;  3.  Anne;  4.  Lucy,  mar- 
ried Rev,  Joseph  Buckminster  of  Rutland ;  6.  Mercy;  7.  Esther;  8.* 
Solomon;  9.  Hannah. 


F. 

(Seep.  11.) 

The  following  b  a  list  of  the  publications  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard. 

The  Trial  of  Assurance,             ....  159^ 

The  Doctrine  of  instituted  Churches,                -            -  nOO 

The  Necessity  of  acknowledging  offences,         -            -  1701 

The  Danger  of  Degeneracy,                   ...  1702 

Election  Sermon,             -            •            -            -            .  1703 

A  Sermon  on  the  Lord's  Supper,  Ex.  xii.  47, 48,              •  1709 
A  Sermon  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  WiRard  of 

Swampfield,                   -            -            -            -            -.  17O8 

The  Inexcusableness  of  neglecting  the  worship  of  Qod,  1 70S 

The  Falseness  of  the  Hopes  of  many  Professors,            -  17O8 

An  Appeal  to  the  Leamea  on  the  Lord's  Supper,           -  1709 

A  Plea  fur  Tythes :  Divine  Teachings  render  persons  blessed,  1712 

A  Guide  to  Christ.           --.-..  m^ 
Three  Sermons :  The  Virtue  of  Christ's  Blood ;  Natural  men 
under  the  Government  of  Self-love;  The  Gospel  the  means 
of  Conversion;  and  a  fourth,  to  Stir  up  young  men  and 

maidens.           -----.  ^717 

Sermon  at  the  Ordination  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cheney,          •  1718 

Treatise  concerning  Conversion,              -           -           -  1719 

Answer  to  cases  of  Conscience,                ...  1722 

Inquiry  whether  God  is  not  angry  with  the  country,         -  iTta 
Safety  of  appearing  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 


G. 

(See  p.  13.) 

The  following  are  the  children  of  Timothy  and  Esther  Ed wardsr^ 

I.  Esther,  bora  in  1695 ;  married  Rev.  Samuel  Hopk}o»of  West  Spring 
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£eld.  They  had  several  children  :  Hannah,  married,  in  1740,  ta 
Hon.  John  Worthington,  LL.  D.  of  Springfield.  They  had  two  sons 
who  died  in  infancy ;  and  four  dan^hters :  Mary^  who  married  Hon. 
Jonathan  Bliss,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick ; 
Hcmnah^  who  married  Hon.  Thomas  Dwight  of  Springfield  ;  Francesy 
who  married  Hon.  Fisher  Ames,  LL.  D. ;  and  Sophia^  who  married 
John  Williams,  Esq.  of  Weatlieisiield. 

n.  EUzabeth,  born  1697;  married  Col.  Jabez  Huntington  of  Windham. 
They  had  four  daughters:  1.  Jerusha,  married  Dr.  Clark  of  Lebauon ; 
2.  Sarah)  married  Hezehiah  Wetmore  of  Middletown,  and  had  two 
children ;  and  after  his  death,  married  Samuel  Beers  of  Stratford,  and 
had  three  children :  Lucy,  married  to  George  Smith  of  Smith  Town, 
L.  Island ;  Sarah  Anne,  married  David  Burr,  Esq.  of  Fairfield ;  and 
William  Pitt  Beers,  Esq.  of  Albany,  who  married  Anno,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Jonathan  Sturges  of  Fairfield  :  3.  Elizabeth,  married  Rev.  Ab- 
raham Davenport  of  Stamford,  and  had  two  children ;  Hon.  John  Da- 
venport, M.  Cf.  and  Hon.  James  Davenport,  a.  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Connecticut. 

HL  Anne,  born  in  t699,  married  John  Ellworth,  Esq.  of  East  Windsor, 
and  died  in  1798,  aged  99.  They  had  four  children:  1.  John, bom 
Aug.  24, 1735,  and  had  five  children ;  2.  Solomon,  bom  April  3, 1737, 
and  had  twelve  children ;  3.  Frederick  ;  4.  Anne,  who  married  Mr. 
John  Stoughton  of  East  Windsor,  and  had  six  children. 

IV.  Mary,  bom  in  1701,  and  died  single,  Sept.  17, 1776,  in  the  76th  year 
of  her  age. 

V.  Jonathan,  the  subject  of  the  present  Memoir.     For  hit  children^  see 

appendisy  K. 

VL  Eunice,  bom  in  1706,  married  in  Oct.  1729,  Rev.  Simon  Backus  of 
Newington,  who  went  as  chaplain  of  the  Connecticut  troops  to  Louis- 
burg,  in  1745,  and  died  there  in  1746.  They  had  seven  children  ;  1. 
Unknown;  2.  Eunice,  bom  in  1732,  died  unmarried,  aged  75.  3. 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1734,  married  David  Bissell  of  East  Windsor. 
They  had  two  children.  4.  Esther,  married  Benjamin  Ely  of  West 
Springfield,  and  had  fourteen  children.  5.  Rev.  Simon  Backus,  A. 
B.  ofVale,  in  1759,  married  Rachel  Moscley  of  East  Haddam,  and 
had  nine  children.  6.  Jerusha,  married  Mr.  Smith  Bailey,  and  had 
four  children.    7.  Mary,  died  unmarried. 

VIL  Abigail,  born  in  1708  ;  married  William  Metcalf,  Esq.  of  Lebanon, 
andA.B.of  Harvard  College.  She  died  in  1754.  They  had  five 
children:  1.  Abigail,  married  Moses  Bliss,  Esq.  of  Springfield,  and  had 
eight  children — Hon.  George  Bliss,  Motes,  William  Metcalfe  Lncy 
married  Dr.  Hezekiah  Clark  of  Lebanon,  Abigail  married  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Ely  of  Springfield,  Frances  married  Rev.  William  Rowland  of 
Windsor,  iJmi/y,  and  Harriet;  2.  William,  and  3.  Elipbalet,  who 
died  young ;  4.  Lucy^  who  married  Mr.  John  Huntington  of  East 
Haddam,  and  had  seven  children;  5.  Elipbalet,  bom  I)ec.  6,  1748, 
married  Mary  West  of  Lebanon,  and  has  had  ten  children. 

VIH.  Jerusha,  bom  in  1710,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1729,  aged  about  19  1-2 
years. 

IX.  Hannah,  bom  in  171 2^  and  married  Seth  Wetmore,  Esq.  of  Mid- 
dletown, Conn.  They  had  two  children :  1 .  Oliver  Wetmore,  Esq. 
married  Sarah  Brewster,  and  had  four  children — Rev.  Oliver  Wet- 
more, Sarahs  Hannahy  and  Clarissa,  2.  Lucy,  married  Chauncey 
Whittlesey,  Esq.  of  Middletown,  and  had  four  children,  jLwcy,Han- 
nah^  Elizabeth  and  Chauncey. 

X.  Lucy,  bom  in  1715,  and  died  unmarried  in  East  Windsor,  Aug.  21, 

1736,  aged  21. 
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XI.  Martha,  bern  in  1716,  married  Rev.  Moees  TuthiU,  of  Graaviye^ 
Mass.  and  died  in  Feb.  1794,  aged  77.  They  had  four  children,  aQ 
daughters. 


H. 

(See  page  39.) 

"THE  MIND." 

TITLE.  The  Natural  Histo^  of  the  MenUl  World,  or  of  the  Inter- 
nal World  :  being  a  Particular  Encjuiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Human 
Mind,  with  respect  to  both  its  Faculties — the  Understanding  and  the  Will 
.^and  its  various  Instincts,  and  Active  and  Passive  Powers. 

I>TRoi>ucTioN.  Concerning  the  two  worlds— the  Externa]  and  the  In- 
ternal :  the  External,  the  subject  of  Natural  Philosophy ;  the  Internal, 
our  own  M'mds.  How  the  Knowledge  of  the  latter,  is,  in  many  respeotfi, 
tha  most  important.  Of  what  great  use,  the  true  knowledge  of  this  m ; 
and  of  what  dangerous  consequence  errours,  here,  are,  mere  than  in  the 
other. 

Subjects  to  be  handled  in  the  TreatUe  on  the  Jdind. 

1.  Concerning  the  difference  between  Pleasure  and  Pain,  and  Ideas,  or 
ihe  vast  difference  between  the  Understandinfand  the  Will. 

2.  Concerning  Prejudices ;  the  influence  orPreiudice  to  clond  the  ndnd. 
The  various  sorts  of  prejudices  in  particular,  and  now  they  come  to  clood 
ihe  mind;  particidarly  Prejudices  of  Interest — the  true  reason  why  they 
cloud  the  judgment. — Prejudices  of  Education  and  Custam.  Their  univer- 
/sal  influence  on  wise,  and  learned,  and  rational,  as  well  as  other  men ; 
demonstrated  from  fkct  and  experience— of  their  insensible  influence, 
how  it  is  insensible  on  ffreat  men.— How  difficcdtly  a  people  are  got  out  of 
their  old  customs.  In  nusbandry,  how  diflScult  to  persuade  that  a  new  way 
is  better.— Another  prejudice,  is  the  general  cry,  and  fashion,  and  vogne, 
of  an  age.  Its  exceeding  strong  influence,  like  a  strong  stream,  that  car- 
ries all  that  way.  This  influence  on  great  men.  Prejudices  of  People,  in 
favour  of  individual  ereatmen,  to  the  contempt  of  others. — Again,the  voice 
of  men  ia  power,  riclie8,or  honourable  place. — How  some  Churches  wooM 
laugh  at  their  ceremonies,  if  they  were,  without  them.^-How  a  man^s  being 
rich,  or  in  high  place,  gives  great  weight  to  his  words. — How  much  more 
weighty  a  man*6  savings  are,  after  he  becomes  a  Bishop,  than  before — an- 
other prejudice  is  from  ridicule,  or  an  high  strong  overbearing  contemptu* 
ous  style. 

3.  Either  after,  or  before,  this,  tc  have  a  dissertation,  concerning  the 
exceeding  vanity,  blindness  and  weakness  of  the  mind  of  man.^What 
poor  fallible  creatures  men  are.  How  every  man  is  insensible  of  his  own  ( 
thinks  himself  best.— Concerning  the  Pride  of  men ;  how  ready  to  think 
they  shall  be  great  men,  and  to  promise  themselves  jmat  things. 

4.  How  some  men  have  Strong  Reason,  but  not  Good  Judgment. 

5.  Concerning  Certainty  and  Assurance.  How  many  things,  that  are 
demonstrations  in  thetnselves,  are  not  demonstrations  to  men,  andtyet  are 
strong  arguments ;  no  more  demonstrations  than  a  boy  may  have,  that  • 
cube  of  two  inches  may  be  cut  into  eight  cubes  of  one  inch,  for  want  of 
proper  clearness,  and  full  comprehension  of  the  ideas.  How  assurance  is 
capable  of  infinite  degrees. — ^How  none  have  such  a  degree,  but  that  it 
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m^ht  be  hei^tened— even  of  that,  that  two  and  two  make  four.  It  may 
be  mcreased  by  a  stronger  sight,  or  a  greater  clearness  of  ideas.  Minds 
of  clearer  and  stronger  sight,  may  be  more  assured  of  it,  than  those  of 
more  obscure  vision.  There  may  be  beings  of  a  thousand  times  stronger 
sight  than  we  are.  How  God's  sight  only,  is  infinitely  clear  and  strong. 
That,  which  is  dfBmonslration  at  one  time,  may  be  only  probable  reasoning 
at  another,  by  reason  ^f  different  degrees  of  clearness  and  comprehension. 
It  is  almost  impossible,  that  a  long  demonstration  should  beget  so  great  as- 
surance, as  a  short  one;  because  many  ideas  cannot  be  so  oiearly  compre- 
hended at  one  time,  as  a  few.  A  very  long  demonstration  may  beget  as- 
surance, by  a  particular  examination  of  each  link  of  the  chain,  and  so  by 
recollection,  that  we  were  very  careful  and  assured  in  the  time  of  it ;  but 
this  is  less  immediate,  and  less  clear. 

6.  Why  it  is  proper  for  Orators  and  Preachers  to  move  the  Passions — 
needful  to  show  e^nestness,  etc.  how  this  tends  to  convince  the  judgment, 
and  many  other  ways  is  good  and  absolutely  necessary. 

7.  Of  the  nature  of  the  Affections  or  Passions — how  only  strong 
and  lively  exercises  of  the  Will,  together  with  the  effect  on  the  Animal 
nature. 

8.  In  treating  of  Human  Nature,  treat  first  of  Being  in  general,  and 
■how  what  is  in  Human  Nature,  neceasanly  existing  from  the  nature  of 
Entity.  And  then,  concerning  Perceiving  or  Intelligent  Bemgs,  in  parti- 
cular, and  show  what  arises  from  the  nature  of  such.  And  then  Animal 
Nature,  and  what  from  that. 

9.  Concerning  Enthusiasm,  Inspiration,  Grace,  etc. 

10.  Concerning  a  two-fold  ground  of  Assurance  of  the  Judgment — a 
reducing  things  to  an  Identity  or  Contradiction,  as  in  Mathematical  demon- 
strations,—and  by  a  natural,  invincible  inclination  to  a  connection,  as  when 
we  see  any  Effect  to  conclude  a  Cause — ^an  opposition  to  believe  a  thing 
can  begin  to  be  without  a  Cause.  This  is  not  the  same  with  the  other,  and 
cannot  be  reduced  to  a  contradiction. 

11.  Difference  between  Natural  Appetites  and  Rational  Desires. 

12.  Whether  anjr  difference  between  the  Will  and  Inclination.  Impe- 
rate  acts  of  the  Will,  nothing  but  the  prevailing  Inclination,  concerning 
what  should  be  done  that  moment.  So  hath  God  ordained  that  the  motions 
of  the  Body  should  follow  that. 

13.  Concerning  the  Influence  which  Nearness,  or  Remoteness,  of  Time 
has  in  Determining  the  Will,  and  the  Reason  of  it. 

14.  Concerning  Speculative  Understanding,  and  Sense  of  Heart.  Whe- 
ther any  difference  between  the  Sense  of  the  Heart,  and  the  Will  or  In- 
elination.  How  the  Scriptures  are  ignorant  of  the  Philosophic  distinction 
of  the  Understanding,  and  the  Will ;  and  how  the  Sense  of  the  Heart  ifi 
there  cnWed  Knowledge^  or  Understanding. 

15.  Of  what  nature  are  Ideas  of  what  is  Internal  or  Spiritual.  How 
they  are  the  same  thing  over  again. 

16.  Concerning  Liberty,  wherein  it  consists. 

17.  Concerning  the  prime  and  proper  foundation  of  Blame. 

18.  How  far  men  may  be  to  blame  for  their  Judgments ;  or  for  Believing^ 
or  Not  Believing,  this  or  that. 

19.  Concerning  great  Prejudices  from  the  ambiguous  and  equivocal  use 
of  Words— such  as  Liberty,  Force,  Power,  etc.  How  from  this  many 
things  seem  to  be,  and  are  called.  Natural  Notions,  that  are  not  so. 

20.  Concerning  Beauty  and  Deformity,  Love  and  Hatred,  the  nature  of 
Excellency  or  Virtue,  etc. 

21.  Whether  or  no  Self-Love,  be  the  ground  of  all  Love. 
Vol.  I.  W 
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22.  Concerning  the  Corruption  of  Man's  Nature.  How  it  cones  to  b« 
corrupt.     What  is  the  positive  oause  of  corruption. 

23.  How  greatly  things  lose  their  influence  on  the  mind,  through  per- 
sons being  used  to  theni-;  as  Bfiracles,  and  the  Evidence  of  the  Seing  of 
God,  which  we  daily  behold.  The  greatest  Demonstrations — most  {Main 
and  direct  Proo&.  Use  makes  things  fail  of  their  influence  on  the  Under- 
standing, 80  on  the  Hill  and  Aflectious — things  moit  satisfying  and  con- 
vincing— things  otherwise  most  moving. 

24.  Consider  of  what  nature  is  that  inward  sensation,  that  a  man  has 
when  he  Almost  thinks  of  a  thing — a  name  or  the  like — when  we  say  it  is 
at  our  tonpie^s  end. 

25.  Concerning  Moral  Sense :  what  moral  Sense  is  J^stural. 

26.  How  Natural  men  have  a  Taste  of,  and  IMight  in,  that  External 
Beauty,  that  is  a  resemblance  to  Love. 

27.  Sensitive  Appetites:  How  far  they  consist  in  some  Present  Pain, 
attended  with  the  idea  of  Ease,  habitually  connected,  o^'associated,  with 
the  idea  of  such  an  object — Whether  the  sight  of  Food  excites  the  appetite 
of  one  who  is  hungry,  any  other  way. 

By  what  means  persons  come  to  longr  afler  a  particular  thing ;  either 
from  an  idea  of  Pleasure,  or  the  Reroovaf  of  Pain,  associated.  ^ 

Not  immediately  adder  the  Thing  itself,  but  only  the  pleasure,  or  the  re- 
moval of  pain. 

28.  Judgment.  Wherein  an  Act  of  the  judgment  consists,  or  an  Assent 
to  a  thing  as  true,  or  a  Dissent  from  it  as  false.  Show  it  to  be  different 
from  mere  Perception,  such  as  is  in  the  mere  presence  of  an  idea  in  the 
mind;  and  so  not  the  Perception  of  the  Agreemoit  and  Disagreement  of 
Ideas. 

29.  Sensation.  How  far  all  acts  of  the  mind  are  from  Sensation.  All 
ideas  begin  from  thence ;  and  there  never  can  be  any  idea,  thought,  or  act 
of  the  mmd,  unless  the  mind  first  received  some  ideas  frmn  Sensation,  or 
some  other  way  equivalent,  wherein  the  mind  is  wholly  passive  in  receiy* 
ing  them. 

^0.  Separate  State.  How  far  the  Soul,  in  a  Separate  State,  must  de- 
pend on  Sensation,  or  some  way  of  passively  receiving  ideas  eqaivalent  to 
Sensation,  in  order  to  conversing  with  other  minds,  to  the  knowing  of  any 
occurrence,  to  beholding  any  ot  the  works  of  God,  and  to  its  fariner  im* 
provement  in  knowledge. 

31.  Sensation.  Whether  all  ideas,  wherein  the  mind  is  merely  passive, 
and  which  are  received  immediately  without  any  dependence  on  R^ex- 
ion,  are  not  ideas  of  Sensation,  or  External  ideas.  Whether  there  be  apy 
diflerence  between  these  ?  Whether  it  be  possible  for  the  Soul  of  man,  in 
this  manner, to  be  originally,  and  without  dependence  on  Reflexion, capa- 
ble of  receiving  any  other  ideas  than  those  of  sensation,  or  something  equi- 
valent, and  so  some  external  idea  ?  And  whether  the  first  ideas  of  the 
Anoelb,  must  not  be  of  some  such  kind  ? 

32.  Angels.  Separate  Spirits.  How  far  tne  Angels  and  Separate  Spi- 
rits, being  in  some  respects  in  place,  in  the  Third  Heaven,  where  the  body 
of  Christ  is ;  their  removing  from  place  to  place;  their  coming  down  from 
Heaven,  then  ascending  to  Heaven ;  their  being  with  Christ  at  the  Day  of 
Judgment ;  their  seeing  bodies ;  their  beholding  the  Creation  of  the  Ma- 
terial Universe ;  their  having,  in  their  ministry,  to  do  with  the  bodies  of 
men,  with  the  body  of  Christ,  and  other  material  things ;  and  their  seeing 
God*8  works  of  Providence,  relating  to  the  Material  Universe ; — how  far 
these  things  necessarily  imply,  that  they  have  some  kind  of  Sensations  Uks 
ours;  and.  Whether^ these  thin^  do  not  show  that,  by  some  laws  or  other, 
they  are  nnited  to^  some  kind  ot  Matter  ? 
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33.  Cow^erniDgthegretitWeakiieMandFambifity  of  the  Human  Mind, 
in  its  present  state. 

34.  Concerning  Beauty. 

35.  How  the  Affections  will  suggest  words,  and  expressions,  and 
thoughts,  and  make  eloquent. 

36.  The  manifest  analogy  between  the  Nature  of  the  Human  Soul  and 
the  Nature  of  other  things.  How  Laws  of  nature  take  place  alike.  How 
it  is  Laws,  that  constitute  all  permanent  being,  m  created  things,  both  cor* 
poreal  and  spiritual. 

37.  Wherein  there  is  an  a^eement  between  Men  and  Beasts.  How 
many  things,  in  Men,  are  like  instincts  in  Brutes. 

38.  Whether  the  mind  perceives  more  than  One  object,  at  a  time. 

39.  How  far  the  mind  may  perceive,  without  adverting  to  what  it  per^ 
chived ;  as  in  the  winking  of  the  eyelids,  and  many  other  Tike  things. 

40.  How  far  there  may  be  Acts  of  the  Will,  without  our  adverting  to  it } 
as  in  walking,  the  act  of  the  will  for  each  individual  step,  and  the  like. 

41.  The  agreement  between  Objects  of  Si^ht,  and  Objdcto  of  Feeling; 
or  Visible  Magnitude  an^  Figure,  and  Tangible  Magnitude  and  Figure^ 
as  to  Number  and  Proportion. 

42.  How  far  Imagination  is  unavoidable,  in  all  Thinking ;  and  Why? 

43.  Connection  of  Ideas.  Concerning  the  Laws  by  which  Ideas  follow 
^ach  other,  or  call  up  one  another,  in  wmch  one  thing  comcsinto  the  mind 
after  another,  hi  the  course  of  our  thinking.  How  far  this  is  owing  to  the 
Association  of  ideas;  and  how  far,  to  any  Relation  of  Cause  and  Effect,  or 
any  other  Relation.  And  whether  the  whole  may  not  be  reduced  to  these 
following :  Attociation  of  Ideat ;  Resemblance  of  tome  kind ;  and  that  Aa- 
tural  Dupontion  in  us,  when  we  see  any  thinff  begin  to  be,  to  suppose  it 
owing  to  a  Cause. — Observe  how  these  laws,  by  which  one  idea  suggests 
and  brings  in  another,  are  a  kind  of  mutual  attraction  of  ideas.— Concern- 
ing the  importance,  and  necessity,  of  this  mutual  attraction  and  adhesion  of 
ideas — how  rarely  our  minds  would  serve  us,  if  it  were  not  for  this.  How 
the  mind  Mcould  be  without  ideas,  except  as  suggested  by  the  Senses* 
How  far  Reasoning,  Contemplation,  etc.  depend  on  this. 

44.  How  far  the  Love  of  Happiness,  is  the  same  with  the  Faculty  of  the 
Will  ?  It  is  not  distinct  from  the  mere  Capacity  of  enjoying  and  suffering, 
and  the  Faculty  of  the  Will  is  no  other. 

45.  Whether  it  be  possible  for  a  man  to  love  any  thing  better  than  him« 
self;  and  in  what  sense  it  is  so. 

46.  Example.  To  enquire.  What  are  the  true  reasons  of  so  strong  an 
inclination,  in  mankind,  to  follow  Example.  How  great  its  influence  over 
men,  in  their  opinions,  their  jud^ent,  their  taste,  and  the  whole  man. 
How  by  this  means,  at  certain  times,  a  particular  thing  will  come  to  be  in 

S'eat  vogue,  and  men's  passions  will  all.  as  it  were,  1^  moved  at  once,  as 
e  trees  in  the  wood,  by  the  same  wind,  or  as  things  floating  with  the 
tide,  the  same  way.  Men  follow  one  another  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  How 
sometimes  the  vogue  lasts  an  age,  at  other  times,  but  a  short  time ;  and  the 
reason  of  this  difference. 

47.  In  what  respects  men  may  be,  and  often  are,  ignorant  of  their  own 
hearts ;  and  how  this  comes  to  pass. 

48.  Concerning  the  SouPs  Union  with  the  Body,  its  Laws,  and  Conse- 
quences. 

49.  One  section,  particularly  to  show  wherein  Men  differ  from  Beasts. 

50.  In  howmany  respects  the  very  Being  of  Created  things  depends  on 
Laws,  or  stated  methods,  fixed  by  God,  of  events  following  one  another. 

51.  Whether  all  the  Immediate  O^ects  of  the  mind,  are  properly  eaDed 
Ideas ;  and  what  inconvenience  and  conflision  arises  from  giving  every 
Subjective  Thought  that  name.    What  prejudices  and  mistakes  it lead;i  to. 
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52.  In  what  reBpecU  Ideas,  or  tbou|^tfl,  and  judgments,  may  b€^  aaid  to 
be  Innate^  and  in  what  respects  not. 

63.  Whether  there  could  have  ever  been  any  such  thiny  as  Thought, 
without  External  Ideas,  immediately  impressed  by  God,  either  according 
to  some  law,  or  otherwise.  Whether  any  Spirit,  or  Anffel,  could  have  anr 
Thought,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this.  Here  particularly  explain  what  1 
mean  by  External  Jdeat, 

54.  How  words  came  to  have  such  a  mighty  influence  on  thought  and 

'    "    I  of  id€ 


t,  by  virtue  of  the  Association  of  ideas,  or  from  Ideas  being  ha- 
1)itually  tied  to  words. 

55.  How  far,  through  Habit,  men  move  their  bodies  without  thought  or 
consciousness. 

56.  Whether  Beauty,  (Natural  and  Moral,)  and  the  pleasure  that  arises 
from  it,  in  ourselves  or  others,  be  not  the  only  object  of  the  Will ;  or  wl^ 
ther  Truth  be  not  also  the  object  of  the  Will.* 


THE  MIND. 

[12.]  BEING.  It  seems  strange  sometimes  to  me,  that  there  eliould  be 
Beiiiff  from  aJl  Eternity  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  say,  What  need  was  there  that 
any  tning  should  be  ?  I  should  then  ask  myself.  Whether  it  seems  strange 
that  there  should  be  either  Something,  or  Nothing  f  If  so,  it  is  not  strange 
that  there  should  be  ;  for  that  necessity  of  there  being  Something,  or  00- 
thing,  implies  it. 

[26.]  CAUSE  is  that,  after  or  upon  the  existence  of  which,  or  the  exist- 
ence of  it  after  such  a  manner,  the  existence  of  another  thing  follows. 

[27.]  EXISTENCE.  If  we  had  only  the  sense  of  Seeuig,weshoald  not  be 
as  ready  to  conclude  the  visible  world  to  have  been  an  existence  independent 
of  perception,  as  we  do ;  because  the  id^as  we  have  by  the  sense  of  Feehng» 
are  as  much  mere  ideas,  as  those  we  have  by  the  sense  of  Seeing.  But 
we  know,  that  the  things  that  are  objects  of  this  sense,  all  that  tne  mind 
views  by  Seeing,  are  merely  mental  Existences ;  because  all  these  things, 
with  ali'their  modes,  do  exist  in  a  looking-g]ass,where  all  will  acknowledge, 
they  exist  only  mentally. 

It  18  now  agreed  upon  by  every  knowing  philosopher,  that  Colours  are 
not  really  in  the  things,  no  more  than  Pain  is  in  a  needle ;  but  strictly  no 
where  else  but  in  the  mind.  But  yet  I  think  that  Colour  may  have  an  ex- 
istence out  of  the  mind,  with  equal  reason  as  any  thing  in  6ody  has  any 
existence  out  of  the  mind,  beside  the  very  substance  of  the  body  itself, 
which  is  nothing  but  the  Divine  power,  or  rather  the  Constant  Blxertion  of 
it.  For  what  idea  is  that,  which  we  call  by  the  name  of  Body  ?  I  find 
Colour  has  the  chief  share  in  it.  'Tis  nothing  but  Colour,  and  Figure, 
which  is  the  termination  of  this  Colour,  together  with  some  powers,  such 
as  the  power  of  resisting,  and  motion,  d^c.  that  wholly  makes  up  what  we 
call  Body.  And  if  that,  which  we  principally  mean  by  the  thing  itself 
eannot  be  said  to  be  in  the  thing  itself,  I  think  nothing  can  be.  If  Colour 
exists  not  out  of  the  mind,  then  nothing  belonging  to  Body,  exists  out  of 
the  mind  but  Resistance,  which  is  Sohdity,  and  the  termmation  of  this 
Resistance,  with  its  relations,  which  is  Figure,  and  the  communication  of 
this  Resistance,  from  space  to  to  space,  which  is  Motion ;  though  the  let- 

^  The  preceding  articles  were  set  down  from  time  to  time  at  the  close  of  the 
work,  m  two  series ;  the  first,  ending  with  No.  36. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ter  are  nothiog  bat  modes  of  the  former.  Therefore,  there  is  nothing  out 
of  the  mind  but  Resistance.  And  not  that  neither,  when  nothing  is  sctual- 
ly  resisted.  Then,  there  is  nothing  but  the  Power  of  Resistance.  And  as 
Resistance  is  nothing  else  but  the  actual  exertion  of  (jod's  power,  so  the 
Power  can  be  nothing  else,  but  the  constant  Law  or  Method  of  that  actual 
exeftion.  And  how  is  there  any  Resistance,  except  it  be  in  some  mind, 
in  idea?  What  is  it  that  is  resisted?  It  is  not  Colour.  And  what  else  is 
it?  It  is  ridiculous  to  say,  that  Resistance  is  resisted.  That,  does  not 
tell  us  at  all  what  is  to  be  resisted.  There  must  be  something  resisted  be- 
fore there  can  be  Resistance;  but  to  say  Resistance  is  resisted,  is  ridiculous- 
ly to  suppose  Resistance,  before  there  is  any  thing  to  be  resisted.  Let 
us  suppose  two  globes  only  existing,  and  no  nund.  There  is  nothing  there, 
tz  confe»90y  but  Resistance.  That  is,  there  is  such  a  Law,  that  the  space 
within  the  limits  of  a  globular  figure  shall  resist.  Therefore,  there  is  no- 
thing there  but  a  power,  or  an  establishment.  And  if  there  be  any  Resist- 
ance really  out  of  the  mmd,  one  power  and  establishment  must  resist  ano- 
ther totablishment  and  law  of  Resistance,  which  is  exceedingly  ridiculous. 
But  yet  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  if  any  way  out  of  the  mind.  But  now  it  is 
easy  to  conceive  of  Resistance,  as  a  mode  of  an  idea.  It  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive of  sttcb  a  power,  or  constant  manner  of  stopping  or  resisting  a  colour. 
The  Idea  may  be  resisted,  it  may  move,  and  stop  and  rebound ;  but  how  a 
mere  power,  which  is  nothing  real,  can  move  and  stop,  is  inconceivable, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  say  a  word  about  it  without  contradiction.  The 
world  is  therefore  an  ideal  one ;  and.  the  Law  of  creating,  and  the  suc- 
ce8sioD,of  these  ideas  is  constant  and  regular. 

[28.]  CorolL  1.  How  impossible  is  it,  that  the  world  should  exist  from 
Btemity,  without  a  Mind. 

[30.]  CoroU,  %,  Since  it  is  so,  and  that  absolute  Nothing  is  such  adread- 
fbl  contradiction ;  hence  we  learn  the  necessity  of  the  Eternal  Existence  of 
an  AU-coraprefaending  Mind ;  and  that  it  is  the  complication  of  all  contra- 
dictions to  deny  such  a  mind. 

[34.]  Whkn  we  say  that  the  World,  L  e.  the  material  Universe,  exists  no 
where  but  in  the  mind,  we  have  got  to  such  a  degree  of  strictness  and  ab' 
straction,  that  we  must  be  exce^ingly  careful,  that  we  do  not  confound 
and  lose  ourselves  by  misapprehension.  That  is  impossible,  that  it  should 
be  meant,  thca  all  the  world  is  contained  in  the  narrow  compass  of  a  few 
inches  of  space,  in  little  ideas  in  the  place  of  the  brain ;  fbr  that  would  be 
a  contradiction ;  fbr  we  are  to  remember  that  the  human  body,  and  thtf 
brain  itself,  exist  only  mentally,  in  the  same  sense  that  other  things  do ; 
and  so  that,  which  we  call  ptoce,  is  an  idea  too.  Therefore  things  are 
truly  in  those  places ;  fbr  what  we  mean,  when  we  say  so,  is  only,  that  this 
mooe  of  our  idea  of  place  appertains  to  such'  an  idea.  We  would  not 
tiberefore  be  understood  to  deny,  that  things  are  where  they  seem  to  be. 
For  the  principles  we  lay  down,  if  they 'are  narrowly  looked  into,  do  not 
infer  that.  Nor  will  it  be  found,  that  they  at  all  make  void  Natural  Phi- 
I  losophy,  or  the  science  of  the  Causes  or  Reasons  of  corporeal  changes ; 
\  For  to  find  out  the  reasons  of  things,  in  Natural  Pbilosephy,  is  only  to  find 
i  out  the  proportion  of  Ood*s  acting.  And  the  case  is  the  same,  as  to  such 
{proportions,  whether  we  suppose  the  World,  only  mental,  in  our  sense, 
or  no. 

Though  we  suppose,  that  the  existence  of  the  whole  material  Universe 
is  absolutely  dependent  on  Idea,  yet  we  may  speak  in  the  old  way,  and  as 
properly,  and  tndy  as  ever.   '  God,  in  the  beginning,  created  such  a  certain 


Digitized  by 


Google 


670  A]*FEMt>nt« 

■umber  of  AtooM,  of  rach  a  ^etennmate  bulk  and  figarty  which  they  yeC 
maintain  and  always  will,  and  gave  them  such  a  motion,  of  such  a  direc- 
tion, and  of  such  a  degree  of  velocity ;  from  whence  arise  all  the  Nflaoral 
'   changes  in  the  Universe,  forever,  in  a  continued  series.    Yet,  perhaps  aE 
this  <u>es  not  exist  any  where  perfectly,  but  in  the  Divine  Mind.    But  tbeut 
if  it  be  enquired,  What  exists  in  the  Divine  Mind ;  and  how  these  things 
,    exist  there  ?    I  answer.  There  is  his  determination,  his  care,  and  his  de- 
sign, that  Ideas  shall  be  united  fbrever,  just  so,  and  in  such  a  manner,  as 
is  agreeable  to  such  a  series.    For  instaiice,  all  the  ideas  that  ever  were» 
i    or  ever  shall  be  to  all  eternity,  in  any  created  mind,  are  answerable  to  the 
I    existence  of  such  a  peculiar  Atom  in  the  beginning  of  the  Creation,  of 
i    such  a  determinate  figure  and  size,  and  have  such  a  motion  given  it :  That 
;    is,  they  are  all  such,  as  Infinite  Wisdom  sees  would  follow,  according  to 
<    the  series  of  nature,  from  such  an  Atom,  so  moved.    That  is,  all  ideal 
changes  of  creatures  are  just  so,  as  if  just  such  a  particular  Atom  had* 
actually  all  alouff  existed  even  in  some  finite  mind,  and  never  had  been  out 
of  that  taind' and  had,  in  that  mind,  caused  these  effects,  which  are  exact- 
ly accord'mg  to  nature,  that  is,  accordiiig  to  the  nature  of  other  matter, 
that  is  actuallv  perceived  by  the  mind.     God  supposes  its  existence ;  that 
is,  he  causes  all  changes  to  arise,  as  if  all  these  things  had  actually  existed 
in  such  a  series,  in  some  created  mind,  and  as  if  created  minds  had  compre- 
hended all  things  perfectly.    And,  although  created  minds  do  not;  ^t,  the 
,   Divine  Mind  doth ;  and  he  orders  all  things  according  to  his  niind,  and  his 
ideas.  And  these  hidden  things  do  not  only  exist  in  the  Divine  idea,  but  in  a 
sense  in  created  idea ;  for  that  exists  in  created  idea,  which  necessarily 
supposes  it.    If  a  ball  of  lead  were  supposed  to  be  let  ikll  from  the  cloudsr 
and  no  eye  saw  it,  'till  it  got  Mrithin  ten  rods  of  the  ground,  and  then  its 
motion  and  celerity  was  perfectly  discerned  in  its  exact  proportion ;  if  it 
were  not  for  the  imperfection  and  slowness  of  our  minds,  the  peHbct  idea 
of  the  rest  of  the  motion  would  immediately,  and  of  itself  arise  in  the 
mind,  as  well  as  that  which  is  there.    So,  were  our  thoughts  comprehen- 
sive and  perfect  enough,  our  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  world,  would 
excite  in  us  a  perfect  idea  of  all  past  changes. 

And  we  need  not  perplex  our  minds  with  a  thousa;ud  questions  sad  doubta 
that  will  seem  to  arise :  as.  To  what  purpose  is  this  way  of  exciting  ideas; 
and.  What  advantage  is  there  in  observmg  such  a  series.  I  answer.  It  m 
just  all  one,  as,to  auy  benefit  or  advaotsipe,  any  end  that  we  can  suppose 
was  proposed  by  the  Creator,  as  if  the  Bfaterial  Universe  were  existent  m 
the  same  manner  as  is  vulgarly  thought.  For  the  corporeal  world  is  to  no 
advantage  but  to  the  spiritual ;  and  it  is  ezsctly  the  same  advantage  this 
way  as  toe  other,  for  it  is  all  one,  as  to  any  thing  excited  in  the  mind. 

[51 .]  It  is  hardly  proper  to  say,  that  the  dependence  of  ideas  of  sensatioDft 
upon  the  organs  of  the  body  4s  only  the  dependence  of  some  of  our  ideas  upoa 
ethers.  For  the  organs  of  our  bodies,  are  not  our  ideas,  in  a  proper  seiMe». 
though  their  existence  be  only  mental  Yet  there  is  no  necessity  of  their 
existing  actually  in  our  minds,  but  they  exist  mentaUy,  in  the  same  manner 
as  has  been  explained.  See  AppendixyO.  669,  JVb.  34.  The  depmidence  of  our 
ideas  upon  the  organs,  is  the  dependence  of  our  ideas  on  our  bodies,  after 
the  manner  there  explained,  mentally  existing.  And  if  it  be  enquired,  Te 
what  purpose  is  this  way  of  exciting  ideas  ?  1  answer,  To  exactly  the  same 
purpose  as  can  be  supposed,  if  our  organs  are  actually  existing^  in  the 
manner  vulgarly  conceived,  as  to  any  manner  of  benefit,  or  end,  that  cai» 
be  mentioned. 

It  is  not  proper  at  all,  nor  doth  it  cspvesi  the  thing  we.woold,  to  wKf 
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ihal  bodies  do  not  esittwthoui  the  mind.  For  the  scheme  will  not  allow  the 
mind  to  be  supposed  determined  to  any  place,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
that  proper;  lor  Place  itself  is  mental,  and  WUhm  and  Without^  are  mere 
mental  conceptions.  Tbereibre,  that  way  of  expressing,  will  lead  us  into 
a  thousand  tUfficulties  and  perplexities.  But  when  1  say,  the  Material 
Universe  exists  only  in  the  mind,  I  mean,  that  it.  is  absolutely  dependent 
on  the  conception  of  the  mind  for  its  existence,  aud  does  not  exist  as  Spirits 
^,  whose  existence  does  not  consist  in,  nor  in  dependence  on,  the  concep- 
tion of  other  minds.  We  most  be  exceedingly  careful,  lest  wo  confound  our- 
selves in  these  by  mere  imagination.  It  is  irom  hence  I  expect  the  great- 
est opposition.  It  will  appear  a  ridiculous  thing,  I  suppose,  that  the  ma- 
terial world  exists  no  where,  but  in  the  soul  iA  max),  confined  within  his 
skull ;  but  we  must  again  remember  what  sort  of  existence  thd  head  and 
brain  have.— The  soul,  in  a  sense,  has  its  seat  in  the  brain;  and  so,  in  a 
sense,  the  visible  world  is  existent  out  of  the  mind,  for  it  certainly,  in  the. 
most  proper  sense,  exists  out  of  the  brain. 

[36.]  Things,  as  to  God,  e^ist  from  all  Eternity,  alike ;  that  is,  the  idea  is 
Always  the  same,  and  after  the  same  mode.  The  existence  of  things,  there- 
fore, that  are  not  actually  in  created  minds,  consists  only  in  Power,  or  in 
the  Determination  of  God,  that  such  and  such  ideas  shall  be  raised  in  crea- 
ted minds,  upon  such  conditions. 

[40.]  Since  all  material  existence  is  only  idea,  this  question  may  be  asked, 
In  what  sense  may  those  things  be  said  to  exist,  which  are  supposed,  and  ye 
are  in  no4ctual  idea  of  any  Created  minds?  I  answer,  they  exist  only  in  Un- 
created idea.  But  Imw  do  thev  exist,  otherwise  than  they  did  from  all  Eter- 
nity, for  they  always  were  inUncreated  idea  and  Divine  appointment.  I  an- 
swer, They  did  exist  from  all  Eternity  in  Uncreated  idea,  as  did  every  thing 
else,  and  as  they  do  at  present,  but  not  in  Created  idea.  But  it  may  be 
asked,  How  do  those  things  exist,  which  have  an  actual  existence,  but  of 
which  no  created  mind  is  conscious? — For  instance,  the  Furniture  of  this 
room,  when  we  are  absent,  and  the  room  is  fthut  up,  and  no  created  mind 
perceives  it ;  How  do  these  things  exist  ? — I  answer,  There  has  been  in 
times  past  snch  a  course  and  succession  of  exbtences,  that  these  things 
must  be  supposed  to  make  the  series  complete,  according  to  Divine  ap- 
pointment, of  the  order  of  things.  And  there  will  be  innumerable  things 
consequential,  which  will  be  out  of  joint,  out  of  their  constituted  series, 
without  the  supposition  of  these.  For,  upon  supposition  of  these  things, 
are  infinite  numbers  of  things  otherwise  than  they  would  be,  if  these  wer^ 
not  by  God  thus  supposed.  Yea,  the  whole  Universe  would  be  otherwise  \ 
such  an  influence  iiave  these  things,  by  their  attraction  and  otherwise. 
Yea,  tl&ere  roust  be  an  universal  attraction,  in  the  whole  system  of  things, 
from  the  beginnmg  of  the  world  to  the  end;  and,  to  speak  more  strictly  and 
metaphysically,  we  must  say,  in  the  whole  system  and  series  of  ideas  in  all 
Created  minds ;  so  that  these  things  must  necessarily  be  put  in,  to  make 
complete  the  system  of  the  ideal  world.  That  is,  they  must  be  supposed, 
if  the  train  of  ideas  be,  in  the  order  and  course,  settled  by  the  Supreme  mind. 
So  th^t  we  may  answer  in  short,  That  the  existence  of  these  things  is  in 
God's  supposing  of  them,  in  order  to  the  rendering  complete  the  series  of 
things,  (to  speak  more  strictly,  the  eeriee  of  ideas,)  according  to  his  own  set- 
tled order,  and  that  harmony  of  things,  which  he  has  appointed. — ^The  sup- 
position of  God,  which  we  speak  of,  ismothing  else  but  God's  acting,  in  the 
course  and  series  of  his  exciting  ideas,  as  if  they,  (the  things  supposed,) 
were  in  actual  idea. 

Bat  you  may  object,  But  there  are  many  things  so  infinitely  small,  that 
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their  influence  is  altogether  insensible ;  so  that,  whether  they  aresappose^ 
or  not,  there  will  no  alteration  be  made  in  the  series  of  Ideas.  Answer^ 
But  though  the  influence  is  so  small,  that  we  do  not  perceive,  yet,  who 
knows  how  penetrating  other  spirits  may  be,to][»erceivethe  minutest  alte- 
rations. And  whether  the  alterations  be  sensible,  or  not,  at  present,  yet 
the  effect  of  the  least  influence  will  be  sensible,  in  time.  For  instance. 
Let  there  be  supposed  to  be  a  Leaden  Globe,  of  a  mile  in  diameter,  to  be 
moving  in  a  right  line,  with  the  swiftness  of  a  cannon  ball,  in  the  Infinite 
Void,  and  let  it  pass  by  a  very  small  Atom,  supposed  to  be  at  rest.  This 
Atom  will  somewhat  retard  this  Leaden  Globe  in  its  motion,  though  at 
first,  and  perhaps  for  many  a^,  the  difierence  is  altogether  insemble. 
But  let  it  be  never  so  little,  m  time  it  wiU  become  veir  sensible.  For  if 
the  motion  is  made  so  much  slower,  that  in  a  million  or  years  it  shall  hare 
moved  one  inch  leas  than  it  would  have  done  otherwise,  in  a  million  millioR 
it  will  have  moved  a  million  inches  less.  So  now  the  least  Atom,  by  its 
existence  or  motion,  causes  an  alteration,  more  or  less,  in  every  other 
Atom  in  the  Universe ;  so  the  alteration  in  time  will  become  very  sensible ; 
so  the  whole  Universe,  in  time,  will  become  all  over  different  from  what  it 
would  otherwise  have  been.  For  if  every  other  Atom  is  supposed  to  be  et- 
ther  retarded,  or  accelerated,  or  diverted;  every  Atom,  however  small  for  the 
preseut,  will  cause  great.alterations,  as  we  have  shown  already,  of  Retarda- 
tion. The  case  is  the  same  as  to  Acceleration ;  and  so  as  to  Diversion,  or 
varying  the  direction  of  the  motion.  For  let  the  course  of  the  body  be 
never  so  little  changed,  this  course,  in  time,  may  carry  it  to  a  place  im- 
mensely dbtant  from  what  the  other  would  have  carried  it  to,  as  is  evident 
enough.  And  the  case  is  the  same  still,  if  the  motion  that  was  before  was 
never  so  slow  is  wholly  stopped;  the  difference,  in  time,  will  be  immense ; 
for  this  slow  motion  would  have  carried  it  to  an  immense  dtstanoe,  if  it 
*  were  continued. 

But  the  Objector  will  say,  I  acknowledge  it  would  be  thus,  if  the  bodies, 
in  which  these  insensible  alterations  are  made,  were  free,  and  alone,  ia 
aaflnfiaite  Void,  but  I  do  not  know  but  the  case  may  be  far  otherwise, 
when  an  insensible  alteration  is  made  in  a  body,  thst  is  among  innumerable 
others,  and  subject  to  infinite  jumbles  among  them.-— «lfi«ioer.  The 
case  is  the  same,  whether  the  bodies  be  alone  in  a  Void,  or  in  a  Sys- 
tem of  other  bodies ;  for  the  influence  of  this  insensible  alteration  con- 
tinues as  steadily  forever,  through  all  its  various  interchanges  and  colli- 
sions with  other  bodies,  as  it  would  if  it  were  alone  in  an  uifinite  Void : 
so  that  in  time,  a  particle  of  matter,  that  shall  be  on  this  side  of  the  Uni- 
vetse,  might  have  oeen  on  the  other.  The  existence  and  motion  of  eveiy 
'Atom,  has  influence,  more  or  less,  on  the  motion  of  all  other  bodies  in  the 
Universe,  great  or  small,  as  is  most  demonstrable  from  the  Laws  of  Gravity 
and  Alotion.  An  alteration,  more  or  less,  as  to  motion,  is  made  on  every 
Fixed  Star,  and  on  all  its  Planets,  Primary  and  Secondary.  Let  the  alter- 
ation made  in  the  Fixed  Stars,  be  never  so  small,  yet  in  time  it  will  make 
an  inflnite  alteration,  from  what  otherwise  would  have  been.  Let  the  Fize^ 
Stars  be  supposed,  for  instance,  before  to  have  been  in  perfect  rest ;  let 
them  now  be  all  set  in  motion,  and  this  motion  be  never  so  small,  yet.  con- 
tinued forever,  where  will  it  carry  those  most  immense  bodies,  with  their 
Systems.  Let  a  little  alteration  be  made  in  the  motion  of  the  Planets, 
either  Retardation  or  Acceleration ;  this,  in  time,  will  make  a  difierence 
of  many  millions  of  Revolutions :  and  how  great  a  difference  will  that 
make  in  the  floating  bodies  of  the  Universe. 

CoroU,  By  this  we  may  answer  a  more  difficult  queation,  viz.  If  mate- 
rial existence  be  only  mental,  then  our  bodies  and  organs  are  ideas  only ; 
and  then  in  what  sense  is  it  true,  that  the  Mind  rtceives  «deas  by  the  Or- 
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MAS  of  Sense ;  seeiiiff  that  the  Orgam  of  Sense,  theonelves,  exist  nowhere 
but  in  the  Mind  f^^mwer.  Seeing  cor  Organs,  themselves,  are  ideas ; 
the  connection,  that  our  ideas  haveVith  such  and  such  a  mode  of  our  Organs, 
Is  no  other  than  God's  constitution,  that  some  of  our  ideas  shall  be  con- 
nected with  others,  acoordine  to  such  a  settled  Law  and  Order, 
00*  that  some  ideas  shall  IbUow  from  others  as  their  cause. — But 
how  can  this  be,  seeing  that  ideas  most  commonly  arise  from  Organs, 
when  we  have  no  idea  of  the  mode  of  our  Organs,  or  the  manner  of  exter- 
nal objects  being  applied  to  them  ?  I  answer,  Our  Orsrans,  and  the  mo> 
tions  in  them  and  to  them,  exist  in  the  manner  explained  above. 

**  Plato,  in  his  ^*  Subterranean  Cave,"  so  famously  known,  and  so  ele- 
ffantly  described  by  him,  supposes  men  tied  with  their  backs  towards  the 
Light,  placed  at  a  great  distance  fi-om  them,  so  that  they  could  not  turn 
about  their  heads  to  it  neither,  and  therefore  could  see  nothing  but  the 
shadows  of  certain  substances  behind  them,  projected  from  it;  which  sha- 
dows they  concluded  to  be  the  only  substance  and  realities.  And  when 
they  heard  the  sounds  made  by  those  bodies,  that  were  betwixt  the  Lifi;ht 
and  them,  or  their  reverberated  echoes,  they  imputed  them  to  those  sha- 
dows which  they  saw.  All  this  is  a  description  of  the  state  of  those  men, 
who  take  Body  to  be  the  only  Real  and  Substantial  Thing  in  the  World, 
and  to  do  all  that  is  done  in  it ;  and  therefore  oflen  impute  Sense,  Reason 
and  Understanding,  to  nothing  but  Blood  and  Brains  in  us.*' 

Cudworth*9  hUellectwU  SyHem. 

[9.]  SP  A  CE.  Space,  as  has  been  already  observed,  b  a  necessary  being,  if 
it  may  be  called  a  being ;  and  vet  we  have  also  shown,  that  all  existence  is 
mental,  that  the  existence  of  all  exterior  things  is  ideal.  Therefore  it  i^  a 
necessary  being,  only  as  it  is  a  necessary  idea,  so  far  as  it  is  a  simple  idea, 
thst  is  necessarily  connected  with  other  simple  exterior  ideas,  and  is,  as  it 
were,  their  common  substance  or  subject.  It  is  in  the  same  manner  a  ne- 
cessary being,  as  any  thing  external  is  a  being. 

CoroU.  It  is  hence  easy  to  see  in  what  sense  that  is  true,  that  has  been 
held  by  some.  That,  when  there  is  nothing  between  any  two  bodies,  they 
unavoidably  must  touch. 

[13«]  The  real  and  necessary  existence  of  Space,  and  its  Infinity,  even  be- 
yond the  Universe,  depend  upon  a  like  reasoning  as  the  Extension  of  Spirits, 
and  to  the  supposition  of  the  reality  of  the  existence  of  a  Successive  Du- 
ration, before  the  Universe :  even  the  imposability  of  removing  the  idea 
<mt  of  the  mind.  If  it  be  asked,  If  there  be  Limits  of  the  Creation,  whe- 
ther or  no  it  be  not  possible  that  an  Intelligent  beinff  shall  be  removed 
beyond  the  limits ;  ana  then  whether  or  no  there  would  not  be  distance 
between  that  Intelligent  being  and  the  limits  of  the  Universe,  in  the  same 
manner,  and  as  properly  as  there  is  between  Intelligent  beinffs  and  the 
sarts  of  the  Universe,  within  its  limits ;  I  answer,  I  cannot  teU  what  the 
Law  of  Nature,  or  the  Constitution  of  God,  would  be  in  this  case. 

ICoroll,  There  is,  therefore,  no  difficulty  in  answering  such  questions  as 
these.  What  cause  was  there  why  the  Universe  was  placed  in  such  a  part 
•f  Space  ?  and.  Why  was  the  Universe  created  at  such  a  Time  ?  for,  if 
there  be  no  Space  beyond  the  Universe,  it  was  impossible  that  it  should  be 
created  in  another  place;  and  if  there  was  no  Time  before,  it  was  impossi- 
ble it  should  be  created  at  another  time. 


The  idea  we  have  of  Space,  and  what  we  call  by  that  name,  b 
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Coloured  Space^  and  is  entirely  taken  oat  of  the  mind,  if  Colour  be  takoi 
away.  And  ao  all  that  we  call  Extension,  Motion  and  Figure,  is  sone,  if 
Colour  ia  gone.  As  to  any  idea  of  Space,  Extension,  Distance,  or  Motioiv 
that  a  man  bom  Mind  might  form,  it  would  be  nothing  like  what  we  call 
by  those  names.  All  that  he  could  have  would  be  only  certain  sensations 
or  feelings,  that  in  themselves  would  be  no  more  like  what  we  intend  Iby 
Space,  Motion,  etc.  than  the  pain  we  have  by  the  scratch  of  a  pin,  or  thaa 
the  ideas  of  taste  and  smell.  And  as  to  the  idea  of  Motion,  that  such  «n 
one  could  have,  it  could  be  only  a  diversification  of  those  successions  in^a 
certain  way,  by  succession  as  to  time.  And  then  there  would  be  an  a^ee- 
ment  of  these  successions  of  sensations,  with  some  ideas  we  have  by  sight, 
as  to  number  and  proportions;  but  yet  the  ideas,  after  all,  nothing  akin  to 
that  idea  we  now  give  thie  name  to. — And,  as  it  is  very  plain.  Colour  is 
only  in  the  mind,  and  nothing  like  it  can  be  out  of  aU  mmd.  Hence  it  is 
manifest,  there  can  be  nothmg  Uke  those  thinfirs  we  call  by  the  name  of 
Bodies,  out  of  the  mind,  unless  it  be  in  some  oUier  mind  or  nunds. 

And,  indeed  the  secret  lies  here :  That,  which  truly  is  the  Substance  of 
all  Bodies,  is  the  infinitely  exacts  and  precise^  and  perfectly  etable  MeOj  m 
Ood't  mind^  together  with  hie  etable  Will,  thai  the  eawM  shall  gradually  be 
communicated  to  u«,  a$hd  to  other  minde,  according  to  certain  fixed  and  exad 
eHablithed  J^ethode  and  Laws :  or  in  somewhat  different  language,  the  ut- 
finitely  exad  and  precise  DUnne  Idea,  together  with  an  answerMe,  perfectly 
exact,  precise  and  stable  Will,  with  respect  to  correspondent  comnmntaiCions 
to  Created  Jilinds,  and  ^ects  on  their  minds. 

[61.]  SUBSTANCE.*^  It  is  intuitively  certain,  that,  if  Solidity  be  remov- 
ed from  Body,  nothing  is  left  but  empty  space.  Now,  in  all  things  whatso- 
ever, that,  which  cannot  be  removed  without  removing  the  whole  thing, 
that  thing  which  is  removed  is  the  thing  itself,  except  it  be  mere  circum- 
stance and  manner  of  existence,  such  as  Time  and  Place ;  which  are  ia 
the  general  necessary,  because  it  implies  a  contradiction  to  existence  itself, 
to  suppose  that  it  exists  at  no  time  and  in  no  place,  and  therefore  in  order 
to  remove  time  and  place  in  the  general,  we  must  remove  the  thing  itself: 
So  if  we  remove  Figure  and  Bulk  and  Texture,  in  the  general;  which 
may  be  reduced  to  that  necessary  circumstance  of  Place. 

If,  therefore,  it  implies  a  contradiction  to  suppose  that  Body,  or  any  thing 
appertaining  to  Body,  beside  Space,  exists,  when  Solidity  is  removed ;  it 
must  be,  either  because  Body  is  nothmg  but  Solidity  and  Space,  or  else, 
that  Solidity  is  such  a  mere  circumstance  and  relation  of  existence,  whid^ 
the  thing  cannot  be  without,  because  whatever  exists  must  exist  in  sonm 
circumstances  or  other,  as  at  some  time  or  some  place.  But  we  know, 
and  every  one  perceives,  it  to  be  a  contrjadiction  to  suppose,  that  Body  or 
Matter  exists  without  Solidity,  for  all  the  notion  we  have  of  Empty  Space^ 
is  Space  without  Solidity,  and  all  the  notion  we  have  of  Full  l^^ace,  is 
Space  Resisting. 

The  reason  is  plain ;  for  if  it  implies  a  contradiction  to  suppose  Solidity 
absent,  and  the  thing  existing,  it  must  be  because  Solidity  is  that  thing, 
and  so  it  is  a  contradiction  to  say  the  thing  is  absent  from  itself;  or  because 
it  is  such  a  mode,  or  circumstance,  or  relation,  of  the  existence,  as  it  is  a 
contradiction  to  suppose  existence  at  all  without  it,  such  as  Time  and  Place, 
to  which  both  Figure  and  Texture  are  leduced.  For  nothing  can  be  coa- 
ceived  of,  so  necessarily  in  an  existence,  that  it  is  a  contradiction  to  sup- 

*This  article,  and  the  numbers  following,  vix.  62,  63,  etc.  are  inserted  m  the 
manuscript  distinctly  from  the  rest,  and  were  written  probab]y  at  a  somewhat 
later  period  of  life. 
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^OM  It  without  it,  (rat  the  Existence  itself,  and  those  general  Circumstan- 
ces or  Relations  of  existence,  which  the  very  supposition  of  existence  it- 
self implies. 

Aflrain,  Solidity  or  Impenetrability  is  as  much  Action,  or  the  immediate 
resutt  of  Action,  as  Gravity.  Gravity  by  all  wiU  be  confessed  to  be  im- 
mediately from  some  active  influence.  Being  a  continual  tendency  in  bo- 
dies to  move,  and  being  that,  which  will  set  them  in  motion  though  before 
mt  perfect  rest,  it  must  be  the  effect  of  something  acting  on  that  body. 
And  it  is  as  clear  and  evident,  that  action  is  as  requisite  to  stop  a  body,  that 
is  already  in  motion,  as  in  order  to  set  bodies  a  moving,  that  are  at  perfect 
rest.  Now  we  see  continuaUy,  that  there  is  a  stopping  of  all  motion,  at 
the  Umits  of  such  and  such  parts  of  Space,  only  this  stoppaffe  is  modified 
and  diversified  aecording  to  certain  Laws ;  for  we  get  the  idea  and  appre- 
hension of  Solidity,  only  and  entirely,  from  the  olt^rvation  we  maxe  of 
that  ceasing  of  motion,  at  the  limits  of  some  parts  of  Space,  that  already 
is,  and  that  beginnmg  of  motion,  that  till  now  was  not,  ccording  to  a  cer- 
tain constant  manner. 

And  why  is  it  not  every  whit  as  reasonable,  that  we  should  attribute 
this  action  or  effect,  to  the  influence  of  some  A|^ent,  as  that  other  action 
or  effect  which  we  call  Gravity ;  which  is  likewise  derived  from  our  ob- 
servation of  the  beginning  and  ceasing  of  motion,  according  to  a  certain 
method  ?    In  either  case,  there  is  nothmg  observed,  but  the  bcffiiming,  in- 
ereasing,  directing,  diminishing  and  ceasing  of  motion.    And  why  is  it 
not  as  reasonable  to  seek  a  reason,  beside  that  general  one,  that  it  is 
something ;  which  is  no  reason  at  all  ?    I  say.  Why  is  it  not  as  reasonaMe 
to  seek  a  reason  or  cause  of  these  actions,  as  well  in  one  as  in  the 
other  case  ?    We  do  not  think  it  sufficient  to  say,  It  is  the  nature  of  the  un- 
known substance,  in  the  one  case ;  and  wbj  should  we  think  it  a  sufficient 
explication  of  the  same  actions  or  effects,  in  the  other.    By  Substance,  \ 
suppose  it  b  confessed,  we  mean  only  Something;  because  of  Abstract 
Substance  we  have  no  idea,  that  is  more  particular  than  only  existence 
in  generaL    Now  why  is  it  not  as  reasonable,  when  we  see  something 
suspended  in  the  air,  set  to  move  with  violence  towards  the  Earth,  to  rest 
in  attributing  of  it  to  the  nature  of  the  something  that  is  there ;  as 
when  we  see  that  motion,  when  it  comes  to  such  limits,  all  on  a  sudden 
cease,  for  this  is  all  that  we  observe  in  faUing  bodies.    Their  falling  is 
the  action  we  call  Gravity :  their  stoppinff  upon  the  surface  of  the  Earth, 
the  action  whence  we  gain  the  idea  of  Solidity.    It  was  before  agreed  on 
all  hands,  that  there  is  something  there,  that  supports  that  resistance.    It 
must  be  granted  now,  that  that  Something  is  a  Beinff,  that  acts  there,  as 
much  as  that  Being,  that  causes  bodies  to  descend  towards  the  centre. 
Here  is  something  in  these  parts  of  space,  that  of  itself  produces  effects, 
without  previously  being  acted  upon ;  for  that  Being  that  lays  an.  arrest 
en  bodies  in  motion,  and  immediately  stops  them  when  thev  come  to  such 
limits  and  bounds,  certainly  does  as  much,  as  that  Being  that  sets  a  body 
in  motion,  that  before  was  at  rest.    Now  this  Being,  acting  altogether  of 
itself,  prodocinff  new  effects,  that  are  perfectly  arbitrarv,  and  that  are  no  way 
necessary  of  tnemseives ;  must  be  Intelligent  and  Voluntary.    There  is 
no  reason,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself  why  a  body,  when  set  in  mo- 
tion, should  stop  at  such  limits,  more  than  at  any  other.    It  must  therefore 
be  some  arbitrary,  active  and  voluntary,  Being,  that  determines  it.    If 
there  were  but  one  body  in  the  Universe,  that  always  in  time  past  had 
been  at  rest,  and  shoold  now,  without  any  alteration,  be  set  in  motion; 
we  might  certainly  conclude,  that  some  voluntary  Being  set  it  in  motion^ 
because  it  can  certainly  be  demonptrated,that  it  can  be  for  no  other  reason. 
So  with  just  the  same  reason,  in  the  same  manner,  we  may  conclude,  if 
the  body  had  hitherto  been  in  motion,  and  is  at  a  certain  point  of  space 
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now  stopped.  And  would  it  not  be  every  whit  as  reasonable  to  cotf* 
elude,  it  must  be  from  such  an  Agent,  as  if,  in  certa'm  portions  of  space, 
we  observed  bodies  to  be  attracted  a  certain  way,  and  so  at  once  to  be  set 
into  motion,  or  accelerated  in  motion.  And  it  is  not  at  all  the  less  remarka- 
ble, because  we  receive  the  ideas  of  light  and  colours  from  those  spaces ; 
for  we  know  that  light  and  colours  are  not  there,  and  are  made  entirely 
by  such  a  resistance,  together  with  attraction,  that  is  antecedent  to  these 
qualities,  and  would  be  a  necessary  effect  of  a  mere  resistance  of  space 
without  other  substance. 

The  whole  of  what  we  any  way  observe,  whereby  we  get  the  idea  of  So- 
lidity, or  Solid  Body,  are  certain  parts  of  Space,  from  whence  we  receive 
the  ideas  of  light  and  colours;  and  certain  sensations  by  the  sense  of  feel- 
ing ;  and  we  observe  that  the  places,  whence  we  receive  these  sensations, 
are  not  constantly  the  same,  but  are  successively  different,  and  this  li^ht 
and  colours  are  communicated  from  one  part  of  space  to  another.  And  we 
observe  that  these  parts  of  Space,  from  whence  we  receive  these  sensa- 
tions, resist  and  stop  other  bodies,  which  we  observe  communicated  sac- 
(cessively  through  the  parts  of  Space  adjacent;  and  that  those  that  there  were 
before  at  rest,  or  existing  constantly  in  one  and  the  same  part  of  Space, 
after  this  exist  successively  in  different  parts  of  Space,  and  these  observa- 
tions are  according  to  certain  stated  rules.  I  appeal  to  any  one  that 
takes  notice  and  asks  himself;  whether  this  be  not  all,  that  ever  he  expe- 
rienced in  the  world,  whereby  he  got  these  ideas  ;  and  that  this  is  all 
that  we  have  or  can  have  any  idea  of,  in  relation  to  bodies.  All  that  we 
observe  of  Solidity  is,  that  certain  parts  of  Space,  from  whence  we  receive 
the  ideas  of  light  and  colours,  and  a  few  other  sensations,  do  likewise  re- 
sist any  thing  coming  within  them.  It  therefore  follows,  that  if  we 
suppose  there  be  any  thing  else,  than  what  we  thus  observe,  it  is  but 
only  by  way  of  Inference. 

1  know  that  it  is  nQthing  but  the  Imagination  will  oppose  me  in  this :  I 
wiD  therefore  endeavour  to  help  the  Imagination  thus.  Suppose  that  we  re- 
ceived none  of  the  sensible  qualities  of  Tight,  colours,  etc.  from  the  resist- 
ing parts  of  Space,  (we  will  suppose  it  possible  for  resistance  to  be  ^ntbout 
them,)  and  they  were,  to  appearance,  clear  and  pure ;  and  all  that  we 
could  possibly  observe,  was  only  and  merely  Resistance ;  we  simply  ob- 
served that  Motion  was  resisted  and  stopped,  here  and  there,  in  particular 
parts  of  Infinite  Space.  Should  we  not  then  think*  it  less  unreasonable  to 
suppose,  that  such  effects  should  be  produced  by  some  Agent,  present  in 
tiiose  parts  of  Space,  though  Invisible.  If  we,  when  walking  upon  the 
iaoe  of  the  Barth,  were  stopped  at  certain  limits,  and  could  not  possibly 
enter  into  such  a  part  of  Space,  nor  make  any  body  enter  into  it ;  and  wo 
could  observe  no  other  difference,  no  way,  nor  at  any  time,  between  that 
and  other  parts  of  clear  space;  should  we  not  he  ready  to  say,  What  is  it 
stops  US)  What  is  it  hinders  alfentrance  into  that  place? 

Tbe  reason,  why  it  is  so  exceedingly  natural  to  men,  to  suppose  that 
there  is  some  Latent  Substance^  or  Something  that  is  altogether  hid,  that 
upholds  the  properties  of  bodies,  is,  because  all  see  at  first  sight,  that  the 
properties  of  bodies  are  such  as  need  some  Cause,  that  shall  every  moment 
have  infiuence  to  their  continuance,  as  well  as  a  Cause  of  their  first  exist- 
ence. All  therefore  agree,  that  there  is  Something  that  is  there,  and  upholds 
these  properties.  And  it  is  most  true,  there  unooubtedly  is;  but  men  are 
wont  to  content  themselves  in  saying  merely,  that  it  is  Something i  but 
that  Something  is  He,  **  by  whom  aff  things  consist-" 

[?5.]  The  distribution  of  the  objects  of  our  thoughts,  into  Substances  and 
Modes,  may  be  proper ;  if,  by  Substance,  we  understand,  a  complexion  of 
such  ideas,  which  we  conceive  of  as  subsisting  together,  and  by  themselves : 
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and,  by  Modes,  those  simple  idea^  which  cannot  be  by  themselves,  or  sub- 
sbt  in  our  mind  alone. 

[38.1  BODY  INFINITE  ?  If  we  dispute,  whether  Body  is  capable  of  be- 
ing Infinite ;  let  us  in  the  first  place  put  the  question,  Whether  motion  can 
t  be  infinite ;  that  is,  Whether  there  can  be  a  motion  infinitely  swift.  I  sup- 
\  pose  that  every  one  will  see,  that,  if  a  body  moved  with  infinite  swiftness,  it 
^  would  be  in  every  part  of  the  distance  passed  through  exactly  at  once,  and 
I  therefore  it  could  not  be  said  to  move  from  one  part  of  it  to  another.  Infi- 
;  nite  motion  is  therefore  a  contradiction.  Supposing  therefore  a  Body  were 
/  infinitely  great,  it  could  doubtless  be  moved  by  Infinite  Power,  and  turned 
[  round  some  point  or  axis.  But  if  that  were  possible,  it  is  evident  that  some 
I  part  of  that  Infinite  Body  would  move  with  Infinite  Swiftness;  which  we 
'  have  seen  is  a  contradiction.    Body  therefore  cannot  be  infinite. 

[21.]^ATT£R.  THOUGHT.  It  has  been  a  auestion  with  some,  Whe- 
ther or  no  it  was  not  possible  with  €rod,  to  the  other  properties  or  powers 
of  Matter  to  add  that  of  Thought ;  whether  he  could  not,  if  he  had  pleased, 
have  added  Thinking,  and  the  power  of  Perception,  to  those  other  proper- 
ties of  Solidity,  Mobility  and  Gravitation.  The  question  is  not  here, 
Whether  the  Matter  that  now  is,  without  the  addition  ofany  new  primary 
property,  could  not  be  so  contrived  and  modelled,  so  attenuated,  wrought 
and  moved,  as  to  produce  thought ;  but«  whether  any  Lump  of  matter,  a 
solid  Atom,  for  instance,  is  not  capable  of  receiving,  by  the  Almighty 
Power  of  God,  in  addition  to  the  rest  of  its  powers,  a  new  power  of 
thought. 

Here,  if  the  question  be.  Whether  or  no  God  cannot  cause  the  faculty 
of  thinking  to  be  so  added  to  any  parcel  of  matter,  so  as  to  be  in  the  tame 
place,  (if  thought  can  be  in  place,)  and  that  inseparably,  where  that  matter 
IS,  so  that  by  a  fixed  law,  that  thought  should  be  where  that  matter  is,  and 
only  there,  being  always  boimd  to  solid  extension,  mobility  and  gravity ;  I 
do  not  deny  it.  But  that  seems  to  me  quite  a  different  thing  from  the  ques- 
tion, Whether  Matter  can  think ;  or,  Whether  God  can  make  Matter 
think;  and  is  not  worth  the  disputing.  For  if  Thought  be  in  the  same 
place  where  Matter  is,  yet,  if  there  be  no  manner  of  communication,  or  de- 
pendence, between  that  and  any  thing  that  is  material ;  that  is,  any  of  that 
collection  of  properties  that  we  call  Matter;  if  none  of  those  properties  of 
Solidity,  Extension,  etc.  wherein  Materiality  consists ; — which  are  Matter, 
or  at  least  whereby  Matter  is  Matter ; — have  any  manner  of  influence  to- 
wards the  exerting  of  Thought ;  and  if  ^that  Thought  be  no  way  depen- 
dent on  Solidity  or  Mobility,  and  they  noway  help  the  matter,  but  Thought 
could  be  as  wefi  without  those  properties;  then  Thought  is  not  properly  in  < 
Matter,  though  it  be  in  the  same  place.  AH  the  properties,  that  are  pro- 
perly said  to  be  in  Matter,  depend  on  the  other  properties  of  Matter,  so  that 
they  cannot  be  without  them.  Thus  Fi^re  is  in  Matter :  it  depends  am 
Solidity  and  Extension ;  and  so  doth  Motion ;  so  doth  Gravity ;  and  Exten- 
sion itself  depends  on  Solidity,  in  that  it  is  the  extension  of^  the  Solidity ; 
and  Solidity  on  Extension,  for  nothing  can  be  solid  except  it  be  extended. 
These  ideas  have  a  dependence  on  one  another;  but  there  is  no  mamier 
of  connexion  between  the  ideas  of  Perception  and  Solidity,  or  Motion,  or 
Gravity.  They  are  simple  ideas,  of  which  we  can  have  a  perfect  view : 
and  we  know  there  is  no  dependence  Nor  can  there  be  any  dependence , 
for  the  ideas  in  their  own  nature  are  independent  and  alieneone  to  another. 
•  All  the  others  either  include  the  rest,  or  are  included  in  them :  and,  ex- 
cept the  Property  of  Thought  be  included  in  the  properties  of  Matter,  I 
think  it  cannot  properly  be^  said,  that  Matter  has  Thought,  or,  if  it  can,  I 
see  not  a  poasibilityof^ Matter,  )n  any  other  sense,  having  Thought. — If 
Thought's  beinff  so  fixed  to  Matter, «8*to  be  in  the  same  pfiice  where  Mat- 
ter is,  be  for  Thought  to  be  in  MUter;  Thought  not  only  can  be  in  Mat- ' 
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ter,  but  actually  is,  as  much  as  Thought  can  be,  m  plaee.  It  ia  to  eoooec* 
ted  with  the  Bodies  of  men,  or,  at  least,  with  some  parts  of  Uieir  bodies,  and 
will  be  forever  after  the  Resurrection. 

[66.]  MOTION.  If  Motion  be  only  mental,  it  seems  to  foDow  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  Real  and  Apparent  motion,  or  that  Motion 
is  nothing  else  but  the  change  of  position  between  bodies ;  and  then  of 
two  bodies  that  have  their  position  changed,  Motion  may  with  equal  rea- 
son be  ascribed  to  either  of  them,  and  the  Sun  may  as  properly  be  said  to 
move  as  the  Earth.  And  then  returns  this  difficulty.  If  it  be  so,  how 
comes  it  to  pass  that  the  Laws  of  Centrifugal  Force  are  observed  to  take 
place,  with  respect «to  the  Earth,  considered  as  moving  round  the  Sun,  but 
not  with  respect  to  the  Sun,  considered  as  moving  round  the  Earth  ? — ^I 
answer.  It  would  be  impossible  it  should  be  so,  and  the  Laws  of  gravita- 
tion b<  observed.  The  Earth  cannot  be  kept  at  a  distance  from  a|K>dy,  so 
strongly  attracting  it  as  the  Sun,  any  other  way  than  by  such  a  motion  as 
is  supposed.  That  body  therefore  must  be  reputed  to  move,  that  can  be 
supposed  so  to  do,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature  universally  observed  im 
other  thnigs.    It  b  upon  tMm  that  Ctod  impresses  that  Centrifugal  Force. 

N.  B.  This  answers  the  objection  that  might  be  raised  from  what  New- 
ton says  of  Absolute,  aud  Reiative,  Motion,  and  that  distinguishing  pro- 
perty of  absolute  Circular  Motion,  that  there  was  a  Centriragal  Force  in 
the  body  moved ;  for  Grod  causes  a  C^itrif\igal  Force  in  that  body,  that  caa 
be  supposed  to  move  circularly,  consistently  mth  the  Laws  of  Motion,  in 
that  and  in  all  other  things,  on  which  it  has  a  near,  or  a  remote,  depen- 
dence, and  which  must  be  supposed  to  move  in  order  to  the  observance  of 
those  Laws  in  the  Universe.  For  instance,  when  a  bushel,  with  water 
in  it,  is  violently  whirled  round,  before  the  water  takes  the  impressian, 
there  is  a  continual  change  of  position  between  the  water  and  the  parts  of 
the  bushel ;  but  yet  that  must  not  be  supposed  to  move  as  fast  as  that  po- 
sition is  altered ;  because  if  we  follow  it,  it  will  not  hold  out  ccmsistent 
with  the  Laws  of  motion  in  the  Universe,  for  if  the  Water  moves,  then 
the  bushel  does  not  move ;  and  if  the  Bushel  does  not  move,  then  the 
Earth  moves  round  the  bushel^  every  time  that  seems  to  turn  round ;  bat 
there  can  bono  such  alteration  in  the  motion  of  the  Earth  created  natural- 
ly, or  in  observance  of  the  Laws  of  Nature. 

[2.^  PLACE  OF  MINDS.  Our  common  way  of  conceiving  of  what 
is  Spiritual,  is  very  ^ss,  and  shadowy  and  corporeal,  with  dimensions  and 
figure,  etc  though  it  be  supposed  to  be  very  clear,  so  that  we  can  see 
through  it.  If  we  would  get  a  right  notion  of  what  is  Spiritual,  we  must 
think  of  Thought,  or  Inclination,  or  Deiight.  How  large  is  that  thing  in 
the  Mind  which  they  call  Thought?  Is  Love  square,  or  round?  Is  the 
%urface  of  Hatred  rough,  or  smooth  ?  Is  Joy  an  inch,  or  a  foot,  in  diane- 
-  ter?  These  are  Spiritual  things ;  and  why  should  we  then  form  such  a 
ridiculous  idea  of  Spirits,  as  to  think  them  so  long,  so  thick,  or  so  wide; 
or  to  think  there  is  a  necessity  of  their  being  square>or  round,  or  some 
other  certain  figure  ? 

Therefore  Spirits  cannot  be  in  place,  m  such  a  sense,  that  aQ,  within  the 
given  limits,  shall  be  where  the  Spirit  is,  and  all  without  such  a  circum- 
scription, where  he  is  not ;  but  in  this  sense  only,  that  all  created  Spirits 
have  clearer  and  more  strongly  impressed  ideas  of  things,  in  one  place 
than  in  another,  or  can  produce  effects  here,  and  not  there;  and  as  this- 
'place  alters,  so  Spirits  move.  In  Spirits  united  to  bodies,  the  Spirit  more 
strongly  perceives  things  where  the  body  is,  and  can  there  immediatdy 
.produce  effects;  and  in  this  sense  the  soul  can  besid  to  be  in  the  $&m$ 
place  where  the  body  is.    And  this  law  is,  that  we  caQ  the  Umm  behoem 
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mul  and  body.  So  the  soul  may  be  said  to  hem  the  brain ;  jbecatise  ideas, 
that  come  by  the  body,  immediately  ensue,  only  on  alterations  that  are  mad» 
there ;  and  the  soul  most  immediately  produces  effects  no  where  else. 

No  doubt  that  all  Fmite  Spirits,  united  to  bodies  or  not,  are  thus  in 
place;  that  is,  that  they  perceive,  or  passively  receive,  ideas,  only  of  cre- 
ated thin^,  that  are  in  some  particular  place  at  a  given  time.  At  least  a 
Finite  Spurit  cannot  thus  be  in  all  places  at  a  time,  equally.  And  doubt- 
less the  change  of  the  place,  where  they  perceive  most  stron^^y  and  pro- 
duce effects  immediately,  b  regiilar  and  successive;  which  is  the  motion 
ef  SpiriU. 

[31.]  From  what  is  said  above,  we  learn,  that  the  seat  of  the  Soul,  is  not 
Ml  the  Brain,  any  otherwise,  than  as  to  its  immediate  operations,  and  the  im- 
mediate operation  of  things  on  it.  The  Soul  may  also  be  said  to  be  «n  the 
Heart,  or  the  Affections,  for  its  immediate  operations  are  there  also. 
Hdnce  we  learn  the  propriety  of  the  Scriptures  calUnff  the  aoulythe  Heart, 
when  considered  with  respect  to  the  Will  and  the  Amections. 

We  seem  to  think  in  our  heads,  because  most  of  the  ideas,  of  which  our 
thoughts  are  constituted,  or  about  which  they  are  conversant,  come  by  the 
sensories  that  are  in  the  ^head,  especially  the  sight  and  hearing,  or  those 
ideas  of  Reflexion,  that  arise  from  hence ;  and  partly  because  we  feel  the 
effects  of  thought  and  study  in  our  head. 

[35.]  Sbiino  the  Brain  exists  only  mentally,!  therefore  acknowledge,that 
I  speak  improperly,  when  I  say,  the  Soul  is  in  the  Brain,  only  attoiia  opera* 
Hone,  For,  to  speak  yet  more  strictly  and  abstractly,  'tis  nothing  but  the 
connectioB  of  the  operations  of  the  Soul  with  these,  and  those  modes  of 
its  own  ideas,  or  those  mental  acts  of  the  Deity ;  seeing  the  Brain  exists 
only  in  idea.  But  we  have  got  so  far  beyond  those  things  for  which  lan- 
guage was  chi^  contrived,  that,  unless  we  use  extreme  caution,  we  can- 
not speak,  except  we  speak  exceeding  unintelligibly,  without  literally  con- 
tradicting ourselves.— Coro//.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  hiffh  and 
abstract  mysteries  of  the  Deity,  the  prime  and  most  abstract  of  all  beings, 
imply  so  many  seemii^  conttadicticMis. 

[32.]  ScKTKO  Human  Souls  and  Finite  Spirits  are  saidtobeinthisi^ace 
or  that,  only  because  they  are  so  as  to  mutual  communications ;  it  foUowa 
that,  the  Scripture,  when  it  speaks  of  God  being  tn  heamen,  of  his  dweUing 
m  lerael,  of  his  dwelling  tn  the  hearte  (f  his  people ;  does  not  speak  so  im- 
properly as  has  been  thought. 

[4.]  UNION  of  mind  with  body.  The  Mind  is  so  united  with  the  Body, 
that  an  alteration  is  caused  in  the  Body,  it  is  probable,  by  every  action  of 
the  Mind.  By  those  acts,  that  are  very  vigourous,  a  great  alteration  is  ve- 
ry sensible ;  at  some  times,  when  the  vigour  of  the  body  is  impaired  by 
disease,  especially  in  the  head,  almost  every  action  causes  a  sensible  alter- 
ation nf  the  Body. 

[3.]  PERCEPTION  of  separate  minds.  Our  perceptions,  or  ideas  that 
we  passively  receive  by  our  bodies,  are  commumcated  to  us  immediately 
by  Ood,  while  our  minds  are  united  with  our  bodies ;  but  only  we  in  some 
measure  know  the  rule*  We  know  that,  upon  such  alterations  m  our  minds, 
there  follow  such  ideas  in  the  mind.  It  need,  therefore,  be  no  difficulty 
with  us,  how  we  shall  perceive  things  when  we  are  Separate.  They  wiU 
be  communicated  then,  also,  and  according  to  souie  Tole,no  doubt,  only  we 
know  not  what. 


Digitized  by 


Goook 


680  APPENDIX. 

[68.]  REASON.  A  person  may  have  a  Btrong  Reason,  and  yet  not 
a  good  Reason.  He  may  have  a  strength  of  mind  to  drive  an  argument* 
and  yet  not  have  even  balances.  It  is  not  so  much  from  a  defect  of  the 
reasoning  powers,  as  from  a  ftult  of  the  dbposition.  When  men  of  strong 
Reason  do  not  form  an  even  and  just  judgmest,  'tis  for  one  of  these  two 
reasons :  either  a  iiableness  to  Prejudice,  Uirough  natural  temper,  or  edu- 
cation, dr  circumstances ;  or,  for  want  of  a  great  love  to  Truth,  and  of  fear 
of  Error,  that  shall  cause  a  watchful  circumspection,  that  nothing,  relative 
to  the  case  in  Question  of  any  weight,  shall  escape  the  observation  and  just 
estimation,  to  distinguish  with  great  exactness  between  what  is  real  and 
solid,  and  what  is  only  colour,  and  shadow  and  words.. 

Persons  of  mean  ca[Mu^ities  may  see  the  Reason  of  that,  which  requires 
a  nice  and  exact  attention,  and  a  long  discourse,  to  explain— as  the  rea^ 
son  why  Thunder  should  be  so  much  teared ;  and  many  other  things  that 
might  be  mentioned. 

[le.]  CONSCIOUSNESS  is  the  mind's  perceiving  what  is  in  itself*— 
ideas,  actions,  passions,  and  every  thin^r  that  is  there  perceptible.  It  is  a 
sort  of  feeling  within  itself.  The  mmd  feels  when  it  thinks ;  so  it  feels 
when  it  discerns,  feels  when  it  loves,  and  feels  when  it  hates. 

[69.]  MEMORY  is  the  identity,  in  some  degree,  of  Ideas  that  we  for- 
merly had  in  our  minds,  with  a  consciousness  that  we  formerly  had  than, 
and  a  supposition  that  their  former  beinff  in  the  mind  is  the  cause  of  their 
bemg  in  us  at  present.  There  is  not  only  the  presence  of  the  same  ideas, 
that  were  in  oar  minds  formerly,  but  also,  an  act  ot  the  judgment,  that  they 
were  there  formerly,  and  that  judgment,  not  properly  from  proof,  but 
fVom  natural  necessity,  arising  nrom  a  Law  of  nature  which  God  hath 
fixed. 

In  Memory,  in  mental  principles,  habits  and  inclinations,  there  is  some- 
thing really  abiding  in  the  mind,  when  there  are  no  acts  or  exercises  of 
them ;  much  in  the  same  manner,  as  there  is  a  chair  in  this  room,  when  no 
mortal  perceives  it.  For  when  we  say,  There  are  cbeirs  in  this  room,  when 
none  perceives  it,  we  mean,  that  minds  would  perceive  chairs  here,  accord- 
ing to  thQ  Law  of  Nature  in  such  circumstances.  So  when  we  say,  A 
person  has  these  and  those  things,  laid  up  in  his  memory,  we  mean,  they 
would  actually  be  repeated  in  his  mind,  upon  some  certain  occasions,  ac- 
cording to  the  Law  of  Nature ;  though  we  cannot  describe,  particularly, 
the  Law  of  Nature,  about  these  mentu  acts,  so  well  as  we  can  about  other 
things. 

[11.]  PERSONAL  IDENTITY.  WeU  might  Mr.  Locke  say,  that, 
Identiij  of  person  consisted  in  identity  of  consciousness;  for  he  might 
have  said  that  identity  of  ^rif,  too,  consisted  in  the  same  coosdonsness ; 
for  a  mind  or  spirit  is  nothing  else  but  consciousness,  and  what  is  included 
in  it.  The  same  consciousness  is,  to  aU  intents  and  purposes,  individually, 
the  very  same  spirit,  or  substance ;  as  much  as  the  same  particle  of  matter 
can  be  the  same  with  itself,  at  different  times. 

[72.]  IncrrTiTT  of  person  is  what  seems  never  yet  to  have  been  explained. 
It  is  a  mistake,  that  it  consists  in  sameness,  or  identity,  ofconsciousnoso  if, 
by  sameness  of  consciousness,  be  meant,  having  the  same  ideas  hereafter, 
that  I  have  now,  with  a  notion  or  apprehension  that  I  had  had  them  before ; 
just  in  the  same  manner  as  I  now  have  thd  same  ideas,  that  I  had  in  time 
past,  by  memory.  It  is  possible  without  doubt,  in  the  nature  of  thii^, 
for  God  to  annihilate  me,  and  after  my  annihilation  to  create  another  beug 
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•ib«t  Abill  hftvc  theMme  ideas  in  his  rnitad  that  I  iivi'e,  mnd  with  the  like 
^pprebensioD  that  hb  had  had  them  before,  in  like  manner  as  a  person  hai 
4iy  memory;  and  yet  I  be  in  no  way  concerned  in  it,  having  no  reason  to 
fear  what  that  bein^  shall  suffer,  or  to  hope  for  what  he  shaS  enJQy.— 'Can 
any  one  deny,  that  it  is  possible,  after  Aiy  annihilation,  te  create  two  be-^ 
ingB  in  the  Umverse,  both  of  them  having  my  ideas  communicated  ta 
4hem,  with  such  a  notion  of  their  having  had  thcih  before,  after  the  man- 
der  of  memory,  and  yet  be  ignorant  one  of  another;  and,  in  such  case,. 
'Will  ady  one  say,  tkat  bolh  these  are  one  and  the  same  person,  as  they 
Boat  be,  if  they  are  both  the  same  pevson  with  me.  It  is  possible  there 
may  be  two  such  beings,  each  havm?  all  the  ideas  that  are  now  in  my 
mind,  in  the  same  manner  that  I  should  have  by  memory,  if  my  own  being 
were  continued ;  and  yet  Jtheset  two  bekigs  not  only  be  ignorant  one  of  an- 
other, but  also  be  in  a  vdiy  different  state,  one  in  a  state  of  enjoyment  and 
}dea0ure,and  theother>in  a  state  of '^at  suffering  and  torment.  Yea, 
tb6ro  seems  to  be  nothing  of  impossibility  in  the  Nature  of  things,  bat 
that  the  Most  High  comd,  if  he  'saw  fit,  cause  there  to  be  another 
being,  who  should  l>egui  to  ecipt  in  some  distant  part  of  the  Universe, 
with  the  same  ideas  I  now  have,  after  the  manner  of  memory ;  and  should 
•henceforward  co^cxist  with  me;  we  both  retaining  a  consciousnesi  of 
what  was  before  the  moment  of  his  ^rst  existence,  in  like  manner ;  but 
thenceforward  should  have  a  different  train  of  ideas.  <  WUl  any  one  say, 
that  he,  in  such  a  case,  b  the  same  person  with  me,  when  I  know  notliing 
«f  his  suilMngs,  and  am  never  the  better  for  bis  joys.  . 

[S9.3  POWER.  We  have  explained  a  Cause  to  be  thai,  after,  or 
-MjMm,  the  Exidenee  of  which,' or  tit  Exigence  in  such  a  manner,  the  erie- 
ience  of  another  ihingfoUowe.  The  Connection  between  these  two  exis- 
tences, or  between  the  Cause  and  Effect,  is'what  we  call  Power.  Thus  the 
Bun,  above  the  Hdrizoa,  enlightens  the  Atmosphere.  .1^  we  say  the  Sun 
4ias  power  to  enlighten  the  Atmosphere.  That  is,  there  is  such  a 
connection  between  the  Sun';  bein^  a^ve  the  Horizon,  after,  sotli 
•a  manner,  and  the  Atmosphere  being  enlightenedi  that  one  always 
follows  the  other.  Bo  the  9un  has  power  to  meh  wax :  That  is,  the  Sun 
*  and  wax'  ao  existing,  the  melting  of  the  wax  follows.  There  is  a  oonneo- 
tion  between  one  and  tthe  other.  So  Man  has  power  to  do  this  or  that: 
That  is,  if  he  exbts  after  such  a  manner,  there  follows  the  existence  of 
another  thing:  if  he  wills  this  or  thai,  it  will  be  so.  God  has  power  to  da. 
all  things,  because  there  is  nothing  but  what  follows  upon  his  williDg  of 
it.  When  Intelligent  beings  are  said  to'have  power  to  do  this  or  that^  by 
4t  is  meant,  Ihe  Connection  between  this  or  that,  upoii  this  manner  of 
their  existing,  their  witltng :  in  which  sense  they  have  power  to  do  many 
things  that  tney  never  ahail  -will. 

Coroll.  Hence  it  follows,  that  men,  in  a  very  proper  sense,  may  be  said 
to  have  power  to  abstain  from  sin,  and  to  repent,  to  dp  good  works  and  to 
hve  hoiily ;  because  it  depends  on  their  Will. 

[59.]  JUDGMENT.  The  mind  passes  a  judgment,  in  multitudes  of 
jeases,  where  it  has  learned  to  judge  by  perpetual  experience,  not  only  ex- 
ceedingly quick,  as  soon  as  one  thought -can  follow  another,  but  absolute- 
ly without  any  reflexion  at  all,  and  at  the  same  moment,  without  anytime 
intervening.  Though  the  thing  is  not  properly  selfevident,  yet  it  judges 
^thout  any  ratiocination,  niprehr  by  force  of  habit.  Thus,  when  I  hear 
^ch  and  such  sounds,  or  see  such  letteris,  I  ludge  that  such  things  are  sig- 
nified without  reasoning.  When  I  have  sutb  ideas  coming  in  by  my  sense 
«f  seeing,  appeadng  aftar  such  a  manner,  I  ^udge  without  jmj  rdasoning^ 
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that  tbe  things  are  further  off.  than  othera  that -appear  after  audi  a  i 
IVhen  I  aee  a  ^tobe,  I  judgB  it  to  be  a  globe,  tboogh  tbe  image  inpreaae^ 
on  my  sensory  is  ob^j  that  of  a  flat  circle,  appearing  variomy  in  variowi 
parts.  And  in  ten  thousand  other  cases,  the  ideas  are  habituldl]r  aseocist- 
ted  together,  and  they  come  intb  the  mind  together.— 80  likewise«  in  iiH 
numerable  cases,  m^tk  act  without  aiiy  proper  act  of  the  Will  at  that  time 
comfnanding,  through  habit.  As  when  a  man  is  walking,  there  is  not  a 
new  act  of  the  Will  every  tim^  a  man*  takes  up  his  foot  and  sets  it  down* ' 

Chroll,  Hence  there  is  no  necessity  of  allowing  reason  to  Beasts,  in 
many  of  those  actionS|  that  many  are  ready  to  argue  are  rational  actioMi. 
As  cattle  in  a  team  are  wont  to  act  atf  the  driver  would  have  them,  upo« 
his  making  such  and  such  sounds^  either  to  stop,  or  go  along,  or  turn  ^ner 
or  thither,  because  they  have  been  foroed  to  do.it,  by  the  whip,  upon  the 
using  of  such  words,  it  is  become  habitual,  so  that  they  never  00  it  rtt>- 
tionally,  but  either  from  force  or  from  habit  80  of  all  the  actions  that 
beasts  are  taught  to  perform,  dogs,  and  hofses,  and  parrots,  etc.  And 
those,  that  tbey  learn  of  themselves  to'do,  are  merely  by  virtue  of  appetite 
and  habitual  association  of  ideas.  Thus  a  horse  learns  to  perform  suck 
actions  for  his  food,  because  he  has  accidentally  had  the  perceptions  of 
such  actions,  associated  with  the  pleasant  perceptions  of  taste:  and  so  bis 
appetite  makes  him  perform  the  action,  without  any  reason  or  judgmesL 

The  main  difference  between  Men  and  Beasts  is,  that  Men  are  eapaUe 
of  reflecting  upon  what  pasMs  in  their,  own  minds.  Beasts  have  nothing 
but  direct  consciousness.  Men  are  capable  of  viewing  what  is  in  them- 
selves,, contemplatively.  Man  was  made  for  spiritnal  exercises  and  enjoy- 
ments, and  therefore  is  mafle  capable^  by  reflexion,  to  behold  and  contemr 
plate  spiritual  things.    Hence  it  arises  that  M«i  is  capable  of  Religion. 

A  very  great  difference  between  Men  aird  Beasts  is,  that  Beasts  have 
BO  voluntary  actions  about  their  own  thoughts ;  for  it  ia  in  this  only,  that 
feasoning  differs  from  mere  perception  and  memory^  It  is  the  act  of  the 
Will,.in  bringing  its  ideas  into  Contemplation,  and  rajBging  and  comparing 
of  them  in  Reflexion  and  Abstraction.  Tlie  minds  of  Beasts,  if  I  may  oaU 
them  taimff ,  are  purely  passive  with  respect  to  sill  their  ideas*  The  minds 
of  Men  are  not  onlv  passive,  but  abundantly  active.  Herein  probably  is 
the  most  distinguishing  difference  between  Men  uid  Beasts.  Herein  is 
the  difference  between  Intellectual,  or  Rational,  WUl,  and  mere  AnimM 
.  Am>etite,  that  thelatter  is  a  simple  InoUnation  te,  or  Aversion  from,  such 
and  such  Sensations,  which  are  the  only  ideas  that  they  are  capable  of,^ 
Uiat  are  .not-active  about  their  idteas:  the  former  is  a  Will  .that  is  active 
al>out  its  own  ideas,  in.  disposing  of  them  among  themselves,  or  ^Appetite 
towards  those  ideas  that  are  acquired  by  such  action. 

The  Association  of  ideas  in  Beasts,  seems  to  be  much  quicker  and  stron- 
ger than  in  Men :  at  least  in  many  of  them. 

It  would  not  suppose  any  exalted  faculty  in  Beasts,  to  suppose  that  like 
ideas  in  them,  if  they  have  any,  excite  cue  another*  Nor  can  I  thii^  why 
it  sliould  be  so  any  the  less  for  the  weakness  and  narrowness  of  their  he* 
nlties ;  in  such  things,  where  to  perceive  the  argumunt  of  ideas,  requires 
neither  attention  nor  comprehension.  And  experience  teaches  us,  that 
what  we  call  thought  in  them,  is  thus  led  from  one  thing  to  another* 

[17.]  LOGICK.  One  reason  why,  at  flrst,  before  I  knew  other  Logiek, I 
Qsed  to  be  mightily  pleased  with  the  study  of  the  Old  Loffick,  was,beeaQaa 
it  wa«  very  pleasant  to  see  my  thoughts,  that  before  lay  In  n^  mind  imnb- 
led  without  any  distinction,  ranged  into  order  and  distributed  into  clsssss 
and  subdivisions,  so  that  I  c6u1d  tell  where  thoy  all  "belonged,  and  nm  them 
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itp  to  dieir  gefteral  hetdk    For  this  Logidi  oonaitted  flitich  in  Dbtrite- 
tions  and  Definitions;  and  their  maxims  gave  occasion  to  observe  new  and 
^  strange  dependencies  of  ideas,  and  a  seeming  agreement  of.  multitudes  of 
tJiem  IB  the  wfme  thifig,  tM  I  never  observed  before,    • 

[66.]  IDfiAS.  All  sorts  of  ideas  of  th'mgs  are  but  the  repititions  of 
those  very  things  over  again — as  -^ell  the  ideas  of  colours,  figures,  soli- 
ditj,  tastes,  and  smells,  as  the  ideas  of  thought  and  mental  acts. 

[67.]  LOViE  is  not  properly  said  to  be  an  idea,  any  more  tliah  UndeN 
standing  is  said  to  be  an  idea«  Understanding  and  Loving  are  different 
acts  of  the  mind  entirely ;  and  s  >  Pleasure  and  rain  are  not  properly  ideas. 

Though  Pleasui-e  and  Piun  ni^y  impl^  perceptidn  in  their  nature,  yet  it 
does  not  follow,  that  they  are  properly  ideas.  There  is  an  Act  of  the  min^ 
in  it.  'An  idea  is  only  a  perception,  wherein  the  mind  is  passive  Or  rather 
subjective.  The  Acts  of  the  mind  are  not  merely  ideas.  AH  Acts  of  the 
mind,  about  its  ideas,  are  not  themselves  mere  ideas. 

Pleasure  and  Pain  have  their  seat  in  the  Will,  and  not  in  the  Under^ 
standing.  The  Wfil,  Choice,  etc.  is  nothing  else,  but  the  mind's  being 
pleased  with  an  idea,  or  having  a  superior  pleasedness  in  something  thought 
of,  or  a  desire  of  a  future  thing,  or  a  pleasednete  in  the  thought  of  our 
iinion  with  the  thing,  or  a  pleasedness  in  such  a  state  of  ourselves,  and  a 
degree  of  pain  while  we  are  not  in  that  state,  or  a  disagreeable  conception 
of  the  contrary  state  at  that  time  when  we  desire  it. 


[X]    GENUS.    The  various  distributing  and  ranking  of  things,  and 
/ing  of  them  together,  under  one  common  abstract  idea,  is,  although  arbi- 
trary, vet  exceedingly  useful,  and  indeed-  absolutely  necessary :  for  how 


miserable  should  we  be,  if  we  could  think  of  things  onlv  individually,  as  the 
beasts  do ;  how  slow,  narrow,  painful  and  endless,  would  be  the  exercise  ef 
tbooffht. 

Yfnni  is-  this  putting  and  tying  things  together,  whipb  is  done  in  aV* 
itrection  f  It  is  not  merely  a  tying  of  them,  under  the  same  name ;  for  I 
do  believe,  that  deaf  and  dumb  persons  abstract  and  distribute  things  into 
kinds.  But  it  is  so  putting  of  them  together^'that  the  mind  resolves  here* 
after  to  think  of  them  together,  under  ^  common  notion,  as  if  they  were>a 
collective  substance ;  the  mind  being  as  sure,  in  this,  proceeding,  of  reason- 
ing wen,  as  If  it  were  of  a  particular  substance ;  for  it  has  abstracted  that 
which  belongs  alike  to  all,  and  has  a  perfect  idea,  whose  relations  and  pro- 
perties it  cai^  behold,  as  well  as  those  of  the  idea  of  one  individual.  Al- 
though this  ranking  of  things  be  arbitrary,  yet  there  is  much  more  foun- 
dation for  some  distributions  than  others.  Some  are  much  more  useful, 
and  much  better  serve  the  purposes  of  abstraction. 

rd4.]  Ttfsmc  is  really  a  difiTerence  that  the  mind  makes,  in  the  consider 
Ittoon  of  an  Univirsal;»  absolutely  considered,  and  a  Species.  There  is  a 
difference  in  the  two  ideas,  when  we  say  Man,  induaing  simply  the  ab- 
stract idea;  and  when  v^e  say,  the  Human  Sort  of  Livinjg  Ci^feature. 
The^re  is  reference  had  to  an  idea  more  abstract.  And  there  is  this  act  of 
the  mind  in  distributing'  an  Universal  into  Species.  It  ties  this  abstract 
klea  to  two  or  more  less  abstract  ideas,  and  supposes  it  limited  by  them« 

Xt  Ib  not  every  property,  that  belongs  to  all  the  particulars  included  iii| 
and  proper  to,  a  Genus,  and  that  men  generally  see  to  be;N>,  that  is  a  part 
of  that  complex  abstract  idea,  that  represents  all  the  particulars,  qt  that  i^ 
4  part  of  that  nom'mal  essence.  But  so  much  is  essential,  which,  if  men 
ehottld  see  any  thing  less,  tfaoy  wonid  not  call  it  by  the  namo,  by  whirA^ 
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they  call  the  GemiB.    This  indeed^  is  uneertain,  because  men  never  ttgr^#i^ 
upon  fixing  exact  bouiida. 

[25.]  A  PART,  i^  one  of  those  many  ideas,  ^hich  we  are  wont  U  thukk- 
of  together.    A  whole,  is  an  idea  containing  many  of  these. 

[47.J  The  foundation  of  the  most  considerable  ^p^cies  or  Sorts,  in *• 
whibh  thinffs  arc  ranked,  is  the  order  of  the  world — the  desired  di^Uribu- 
Cion  of  God  and  nature.  When  we,  in  distributing  things,  differ  from  that 
design,  we  don  t  know  the  true  essences  of  things.  If  the  world  bad  been 
created  without  any  order,  or  design,  or  beauty,  indeed,  all  species  would 
be  merely  arbitrary.  There  are  certain  multRodes  of  things,  that  God 
has  made  to  agree,  very,  remarkably  in  something,  either  as  to  tlieir  out- 
ward appearance,  manner  of  acting,  the  effects  they  produce,  or  that  otWjP 
things  produce  on  them,  the  manner  of  their  production,  or  God's  diposal 
concerning  tbem,  or  some  pecuTiar  perpetual  circumstances  that  tliey  are 
in.  Thus  diamonds  agree  in  shape  ;  pieces  of  ^ol^t  iu  that  they  will  be 
divided  in  aqua  regia;  loadstones,  in  iniiun^rable  strange  effects  that  they 

S reduce ;  many  plants,  ii^  the  pecuGar  effects  they  produee  ob  animal  ho- 
les ;  men,  in  that  thev  are  to  remain  after  this  fife.  That  inward  con- 
formation, that  is  (he  foundation  of  an  agreement  in  these  things,  is  the- 
feal  essence  of  the  thing.  For  instance,  that  disposition  of  parts,  or  what- 
ever it  be,  in  the  matter  of  the  loadstone,  from  whence  arisen  the  verticil', 
ty  to  the  poles,  and  its  influepce  on  other  loadstones  and  iron,  is  the  real 
essence  of  the  loadstone  (hpt  is  unknown  to  us.  • 

[4t.]  As  there  is  great  foundation  in  Nature  fdr  those  abstract  ideas,, 
^hich  we  call  Universals ;  so  there  b  great  fouUdation  in  the  common* 
circumstances  and  necessities  of  ihankind,  %A^  the  constant  method  of 
ttbngs  proceedinjg,  for  such  ik  tying  of  nmple  modes  together  to  the  con- 
stituting such  mixed  modes.  This  appears  fVom  the  agreemenfof  lanmia- 
ges ;  for  language  is  very  much  made  up  of  the  names  of  Mixed  MoSes  ; 
and  we  find  that  almost  afl  those  names,  in  one  lanmia^e,  hav«  names  that 
answer  to  them  in  other  languages.  The  same  Mixed  Mode  has  a  nama 
given  to  it  by  most  nations.  .  Whence  it  appears  that  most  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Earth,  have  afi^reed  upon  putting  together  the  same  Simple 
Modbs  into  Mixed  ones^  and  in  the  same  manner.  The  learned  and  polish* 
ed  have-  indeed  many  more  than  others :  and  herciin  chiefly  it  is,  that  lan- 
guages db  not  answer  one  to  another. 

[42.]  Ti?E  agreement  or  similitude  of  Complex  ideas,  mostly  consists 
IB  their  precise  identity,  with  respect  to  some  third  idea  of  some  of  the 
simples,  they  are  con^unded  of.  .  But  if  tl^ere  be  any  similitude  oragree- 
ment  between  simple  ideas  themselves,  it  cffnnot  constat  in  the  identitv 
of  a  third  idea  that  belongs  to  both;  because  the  ideas  are  simple ;  And  if 
yow  take  any  thing  that  belongs  to  them,  yon  take  all.  Therefore  n» 
Agreement  between  simrple  ideas  can  be  reiwlved  into  Identity,  unless  it  be 
the  identity  of  Relations.  But  thore  seems  to  be  another  hiiaTlible  agree- 
ment between  simple  ideas.  Tlius  some  Colours  are  more  like  one  to  ano- 
ther than  others,  between  which  there  is  yet  a  very  manifest  difference. 
So  between  Sounds,  Smells,  Tastes,'  and  otiier  Sensations.  And  what  is 
that  common  agreement  of  all' these  ideas  we  cafl  coloulrs,  whereby  we 
know  immediately  that  that  name  belongs  to  them.  Ceftainly  afl  colours 
have  an  agreement  one  to  another,  that  is  quite  difibrent  from  any  agree- 
ment that  Sounds  can*have  to  them.  So  is  there  sdme  common  agreement 
tQ^aB  Sounds,  that  Tastes  caamot  have  to  any  Sound.     1^  cannat  bfe  sai^ 
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Um4  the  agreciment  lies  only  in  this,  that  these  nimple  ideas  come  -^11  b)^ 
the  ear ;  so  th^  their  agreement  consists  only  in  the  relation  thev  have  to 
that  organ.  For  if  it  should  have  been  so  that  we  had  lived  in  the  woirld^ 
and  had  never  found  out  the  way,  we  got  these  ideas  wO  call  Sounds,  and 
sever  once  thought  or  considered  any  thing  abe^t  it,  and  should  hear 
eome  new  simple  sound,  I  believe  nobody  would  question,  but  that  we 
should  imniekltotely  perceive  an  agreoinent  with  other  ideas,  that  used  Ur 
come  bv  U^at  sense,  though  we  kAefw  not  ^hich  i^ay  one  of  them  came,  an«F 
ittiould  mimediately  call  it  a  Sonnd^  and  toy  we  had  heard  a  strange  JVbue. 
And  if  we  had  never  had  any  such  sensation  as  the  Head>-ach^  and  should 
have  it,  I  do  not  think  we  should  call  that  a  new  So\md\  .ibr  there  would 
be  so  manifest  a  disagreement  between  those  simple  ideas,  of  another  kind 
from  what  simple  ideas  have  one  with  another. 

.  I  have  thought,  whether  or  no  the  agreement  of  Colpars  did  not  con^ 
aist,  in  a  Illation  they  had  to  the  idea  of  Space ;  and  whf^her  Colour 
in  generd  might  not  be  defined,  that  idea  that  filUd  Space.  But  1  am  con- 
vinced,, that  there  is  another  sort  of  agreement  beside  that;  and  the  more, 
because  there  can  no  such  common. relation  be  thought  of;  witl^espect 
io  different  Sounds.  It  is  probable  that  this  agreement  may  be  resolved 
into  Identity*  If  we  follow  these  ideas  to  their  ori|riiial  in  their  Organs, 
tke  sensations  may  be  caused  /rom  like  motions  m  the  Animal  Spirits. 
Herein  the  likeness  is  perceived",  after  the  same  manner  as  the  harmony  in 
a  simple  colour ;  but  if  we  consider  the  ideas  absolutely,  it  cannot  be. 

CorolL  All  iJniversals,  therefore,  cannot  be  made  up  of  ideas,  abstracted 
from  Particulars ;  for  Colour  and  Sound  are  Upiversals,  as  mUch  as  Man 
or  Horse.  But  the  idea  of  Colour,  or  Sound,  in  general,  cannot  be  made 
up  of  ideas,  abstracted  from  particular  Colours,  or  Sounds;  for  from  simple 
ideas  nothing  can  be  abstracted.  But  these  Universak  are  thus  formed. 
The  mind  perceives  that  some  of  its  ideas  agree,  ip  a  manner  very  different 
ilrom  all  its  other  ideas.  The  mind  therefore  is  determined  to  rank  those 
ideas  together  in  its  thonghts;  and  all  new  ideas,  it  receives  with  the  like 
agreement,  it  naturally,  and  habitually,  and  at  once,places  to  tbesame 
rank  and  order,  and  calls  them  bv  the  same  name.;  and  by  the  nature,  de^ 
termination  and  habit',  of  the  mind,  the  idea  of  one  i^xcites  the  idea  of  others.- 

[43.]  Many  of  our  Universal  ideas  are  not  Arbitrary.  The  tying  of 
idm  together,  in  Genera  and  Species,  is  not  merely  the  calling  of  them 
by  the  ssfme  name,  but  such  an  union  of  them,  thit  the  cdnsi&ration  of 
one  shall  naiaraUy  excite  the  idea  of  others.  But  the  union  of  ideas  t$ 
not  always  arbitrary,  but  unavoidably  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  Sonl'r 
which  is  such,  that  the  thinking  of  one  tiling,  of  itself,  yea,  against  our 
wills,  excites  the  thought  of  other  things  that  are  like  it.  Thus,  if  a  ])er- 
son,  a  stranger  to  the  Earth,  should  see  and  converse  with  a  man,  and  a- 
long  time  after  should  meet  with  another  man;  and  converse  with  him ;  the 
agreement  would  immediately  excite  the  idea  of  that  other  man,  and  those 
two  ideas  would  be  together  m  his  mind,  for  the  time  to  come,  yea,  in  spite 
of  him.  So  if  he  should  see  a  third,  and  afterwards  should  find  multitudes^ 
Chete  would  be  a  Genus,  or  Universal  Idea,  formed  in  his  mind,  naturally, 
withont  his  counsel  pr  design.  So  I  cannot  doubt  but,  if  a  person  had  been 
bom  blind,  and  should  have  his  eyes  opened,  and  should  immediately  have 
blue  placed  before  his  eyes,  and  then  red,  then  green,  then  yellow ;  I  doubt, 
not,  they  would  immediately  get  into  one  General  Idea — they  would  bo 
nnited  in  \m  mind  without  his  deliberation. 

CknvlL  So  that  God  has  not  oiJy  distributed  things  into  species,  by 
^dently  manifesting,  by  his  making  such  an  agreement  in  things,  that  ha 
designed  sueh  and  such  particulars  te^be  together  in  the  mind;  but  by 
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making  the  Soal  of  each  a  nature,  that  those  parti^ulan,  which  he  tinm 
made  to  agree,  are  unavoidably  together  iA  the  mind,  one  teturally  excit- 
ing and  including  the  others. 


[37.]  Genus  and  Species,  indeed,  is  a  mental  thing ;  yet,  ia  a  f 
Nature  has  distributed  many  things  into  Species  without  our  minds.  ThsC 
i8«  God  evidently  desioned  such  .ParticMlars  to  be  together  in  the  rnind^ 
and  in  other  thmgs.  But  'tis  not  so  indeed,  vrith  respeet  to  aU  fsnem:. 
Some  therefore  may  be  called  ArbUrwy  Genera,  others  JfaturaL  *  rlatuie 
has  des^^nedly  made  a  distribution  of  some  things :  other  distribntioM  ar» 
of  a  mental  original.  •  . 

[56.]  NUMBER  is  a  train  of  diffisrences  of  ideas,  put  together  in  the 
mind's  consideration  in  orderly  succession,  and  considered  with  respect  to 
their  relations  one  to  another,  as  in  that  orderly  mental. succession.  This 
mental  succession  is  the  succession  of  Time.  One  may  make  which  they 
will  the  first,  if  it  be  but  the  first  in  consideration.  The  mind  begins  where 
it  will,  and  runs  through  them  successively  one  after  another.  It  is  a  col- 
lection ^  differences ;  for  it  is  its  being  another,  in  some  respect,  that  is 
the  very  thin^  that  makes  it  capable  of  pertaining  to  multiplicity.  They 
must  not  merely  be  put  together,  in  orderly  succession ;  but  its  only  their 
being. considered  with  reference  to  that  relation,  they  have  one  to  another 
as  differences,  and  in  orderly  mental  succession,  that  denominates  it  AVun- 
6«r.— To  be  of  such  a  particular  number,  is  fur  an  idea  to  have  such  a  par- 
ticular relation.,  and  so  considered  by  the  mind,  to  other  difierences  pnt  to- 
gether with  it,  in  orderly  succession. — So  that  there  is  nothing  inexplica- 
ble in  the  nature  of  Number,  but  what  Identity  and  Diversity  is,  and  what 
Succession,  or  Duration,  or  Priority  and  Posteriority,  is. 

[57.]  DURATION.  PaUnesM,  if  I  may  make  such  a  word,  is  nothinir 
but  a  Mode  of  ideas.  This  Mode  perhaps,  is  nothmg  else  but  a  certain 
Veiertmeencey  attending  our  ideas.  When  it  is,  as  we  say,  Pad^  the  idea, 
after  a  particular  manner,  fhdes  and  grows  old.  When  an  idea  ajypear* 
with  this  mode,  we  say  it  is  PaU^  and  according  to  the  degree  of  this  par- 
ticular inexpressible  mode,  so  we  say  the  thiiv  is  I6nger  or  more  Jatdy 
past.  As  in  distance,  it  is  not  only  b^  a  natural  trigonometry  of  the  eyes, 
or  a  sort  of  parallax,  that  we  determine  it ;  because  we  can  judge  of  dis* 
taoces,  as  well  with  one  ^pe,  as  with  two.  Nor  is  it  b v  obaerying  the  pa- 
rallaUsin  or  aperture  of  the  rays,  fbr  the  mind  judges  by  nothing,  but  the 
difference  it  bbeerves  in  the  idea  itself,  winch  aloqe  the  mind  has  any  ock 
tioe  of.  But  it  judges  of  distance,  bj  a  partknlar  mode  of  indistinctneaB, 
as  has  been  said  before.  So  It  is  with  respect  to  distance  of  time,  1^  a 
certain  peculiar  inexpressible  mode  of  fiiduig  and  indistmctnoss,  whkm  I 
call  Veiefittceence. 

f  [65.1  I  THiiiK  we  find  by  experience,  that,  when  we  have  been  in  a  sound 
deep,  for  many  hours  together,  if  we  look  back  to  the  time  when  we  were 
last  awake,  the  tdeas  seem  fanher  off  to  us,  than  when  we  have  only  ceased 
thinking  a  few  minutes :  which  cannot  be,  because  we  see  a  longer  train  of 
intermMiate  ideas  in  one  case,  than  in  the  other;  for  I  suppoee  we  sea 
none  in  neither.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  Veterasceace  of  ideas,  that  hava* 
liMeen  a  longer  time. in  the  mind.  When  walook  upon  them,  they  do  not 
look  just  as  those,  that  are  much  nearer.  This  Veterascence  consists,  I 
think,  in  blotting  out  the  little  distinctions,  the  minute  parts,  and  fine  sirolcee 
of  it.  This  is  one  way  of  judging  of  the  distance  or  Visible  objects.  Jsk 
this  respect,  a  house,  a  tree,  do  not  look  at  a  little  distance,  as  they  do  veij 
near.  They  not  only  do  not  appear  so  big ;  but  a  multitude  of  the  little 
dtttioctions  vanish,  that  are  plain  when  we  are  near. 
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tSS.]  8BN8ATI0N.  OarSeBsea^whtOMHiiidtandinortolurycircum* 
aUi&ces,  are  not  pioperly  falMUe  in  any  thinf^ :  that  b>  we  mean  our  Expe- 
rittooe  by  our  Sensei.  If  we  mean  any  tbu^  else,  neither  fallibility  nor 
certainty  io  any  way  belragn  to  the  Seizes.  Nor  are  oar  Senses  certain  in 
My  thinf  at  all,  ai»  other  way,  than  by  constant  experience  by  our  Senses: 
That  is,  when  our  Senses  make  soch  or  such  represoitations,  we  constantly 
experience,  that  things  are  in  themselves  thus  or  thus.  So,  when  a  thing 
apjiears  after  such  a  manner,  I  judge  it  to  be  at  least  two  rods  off,  at  least 
two  feet  broad ;  but  I  only  know,  by  constant  expefienoe,  that  a  thing, that 
makes  sttch.a  repsesentation,  is  so  lar  off,  and  so  big.  And  so  my  senses 
are  as  certain  in  every  thing,  when  I  have  equal  opportunity  and  occasion 
to  experience.  And  our  senses  are  said  to  deceive  us  in  som^  things,  be- 
cause our  sitoation  does  not  allow  us  to  make  trial,  or  our  circumstances 
do  not  lead  us  to  it,  and  so  we  are  apt  to  judge  by  our  experience,  m  other 
and  different  cases.  Thus,  our  Senses  maj^e  us  think,  that  the  Moon  is 
snaong  the  clouds,  because  we  cannot  try  it  so  quick,  easily,  and  frequent- 
ly, as  we  do  the  distance  of  thi^,  that  are  nearer.  But  the  Senses  of  an 
Astronomer,  who  observes  the  Parallax  of  the  Moon,  do  not  deceive  him. 
but  lead  hka\  to  the  truth.  Though  the  idea  of  the  Mooa's  distance  will 
never  be^cereised,  so  quick  and  naturally,  upon  every  occasion,  because  of 
the  tedioosness  and  infrequency  of  the  trial ;  and  there  are  not  so  many 
ways  of  trial,  so  many  difl^renoes  in  the  Moon*s  appearance,  from  what  a 
lesser  thing  amongst  the  clouds  would  have,  as  there  are  in  things  nearer. 
I  can  remember  when  I  was  so  young,  that  seeing  two  things  in  the  same 
building,  one  of  which  was  twice  so  mr  off  as  the  other,  yet,  seeing  one 
over  the  other,  I  thought  thev  had  been  of  the  same  distance,  one  right 
over  the  other.  My  senses  then  were  deceitful  in  that  thing,  though  they 
made  the  same  repreeentatioas  as  now,  and  jet  now  they  are  not  de* 
ceitful.  The  only  dtflbrence  is  in  experience.  Indeed,  in  some  tilings,  our 
tenses  make  no  mfierence  in.the  representation,  where  there  is  a  difference 
in  the  thin^  Bnt  in  those  ihing8,our  experience  by  our  S^ues  will  load 
us  not  to  judge  at  all,  and  so  they  will  deceive.  We  are  in  danger  of  be- 
ing deceived  by- our  Senses,  in  judging  of  appearances,  by  our  experience 
in  di^rent  things,  or  by  judging  where  we  have  had  no  experience,  or  the 
Uke. 

[19.]  TniNos,  that  we  know  by  immediate  Sensation^  we  know  intui- 
tively ;  and  they  are  properly  self-evident  truths :  As,  Chraes  u  green  ; 
The  Sun  ehmee;  Honey  ie  tweet.  When  we  say  that  Grass  is  green,  all 
that  we  can  be  supposed  to  mean  by  it,  is— that,  in  a  constant  course,  when 
we  see  Grass,  the  idea  of  green  is  excited  by  it ;  and  this  we  know  self** 
evidently. 

[55.1  APPETITE  of  the  Mind.  As  all  ideas  are  wholly  in  the  mind, 
so  is  all  Appetite.  To  have  Appetite  towards  a  thing  is  as  remote  from 
the  nature  of  Matter,  as  to  have  Thought.  There  are  some  of  the  Ap- 
petites, that  are  called  Natural '  Appetites,  that  are  not  indeed  natund  to 
the  Soul ;  as  the  Appetite  to  meat  and  drink.  I  believe  'When  the  Soul 
has  that  sort  of  pain,  which  is  in  hunger  and  thirst,  if  the  Soul  never  had 
elt]>eriehoed  that  food  and  drink  remove  that  pain,  it  would  create  no  Ap- 
petite to  any  thing.  A  man  would  be  just  'as  incapable  of  such  an  Appe- 
tite, as  he  iA  to  fcmd  he  n^ver  smeh  nor  tasted.  So  the  Appetite  of  scratch- 
ing when  it  itches.  • 

[16.}  TRUTH.  After  aD  that  has  been  said  and  done,  the  ouly  ade- 
,quate  definition  of  Truth  is.  The  agreemcnrt  of  our  ideas  with  ■  existence! 
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To  explain  wha^  this  existence  is,  is  another  thing.  In  i^bstract  ileas,  it  if 
nothin?  but  the  ideas  themselves;  so  their  truth  is  their  4x>nsi8tency  with 
themselves.  In  things  that  are  supposed  to  be  without  us,  it  is  the  deter- 
4nination  and  fixed  mode  of  God's  exciting  ideas  in  us.  So  that  Trath,  in 
these  things,  is  an  a^freement  of  our  ideas  with  Ihat  aeries  in  God.  It  is 
existence ;  and  that  is  all  that  we  can-  say.  It  is  impossible  that  we  should 
^explain  a  perfectly  abstract  and  more  idea  of  existence ;  t>n]y  we  always 
.find  this,  by  running  of  it  up,  that  God  and  Real  Existence  are  the  same. 
CoroU.  Hence  we  learn  how  properly  it  may  be  said,  that  Gbd  is,  and 
that  there  is  none  else  {  and  how  proper  are  these  names  of  the  Deity« 
Jehovah,  and  1  am  that  I  am* 

[6.]  Truth  is  The  pereepiion  ^  the  relathnt  there  are  7>eliDeen  idetu. 
Falshood  is  The  suppoeition  ofrelaHont  between  ideae  thai  are  tneonsitteni 
^ith  those  ideae  themseloee ;  not  their- dieagreement  with  things  wUhtnd. 
All  truth  is  in  the  mind, and  eniy  there.  It  is  ideas,  or  what  is  in  the  nund^ 
ralone,  that  can  be  the  objeot  of  the  mind ;  and  what  we  caU  Truth,  is  a  con- 
sistdnt  supposition  of  relations,  between  what  is  the  object  of  the  mind. 
Falshood  is  an  inconsistent  supposition  pf  relations.  The  Truth,  that  is  in 
a  mind,  must  be  in  that  mind  as  to  its  object,  and  every  thing  pertaining  to 
it.  The  only  foundation  of  Error  is  Inadequateness  and  imperfection  of 
ideas ;  for,  if  the  idea  were  perfect,  it  would  be  impossible  but  that  all  its 
relations  should  he  perfectly  perceived. 

•[ICU]  Truth,  in  the  general,  may  be  defined,  after  the  most  strict  and 
metaphysical  manner.  The  consistenctf  and  agreement  of  our  ideas ^  with  the 
ideas  dfOod.  I  confess  this,  in  ordmary  -conversation,  would  not  half  «• 
much  tend  to  enlighten  one  in  the  meamng  of  the  word,  as  to  say.  The 
agreement  of  our  ideas  with  the  things  as  theuare^  But  it  should  be  enqui* 
red.  What  is  it  for  onr  ideas  to  agree  with  thipgs  as  the?  are?  seeing  that 
eorporeal  things  exist  no  otherwise  than  mentally ;  and  as  for  most  other 
thin^,  tbcy  are  oidv  abstract  ideas.  Truth,  as  to  external  thinge,  is  the 
tonsistency  of  onr  ideas  with  those  ideas,  or  that  train  and  series  of  ideas, 
that  are  raised  in  our  minds,  according  to  God's  stated  order  and  law. 

Truth,  as  to  abstract  ideas,  is  the  consistency  of  our  ideas  with  then 
selves.  As  when  our  idea  of  a  circle,  or  a  triangle,  or  any  of  their  parts, 
is  agreeable  to  the  idea  we  have  stated  and  a^ed  to  call  hj  the  name  of 
a  circle,  or  a  triangle.  And  it  may  still  be  said,  tJuit  Truth  is,  the  eonsis' 
iency  of  our  ideas  with  themedeee.  Those  ideas  are  false,  that  are  not  con- 
nstent  with  the  series  of  ideas,  that  are  raised  in  our  minds,  byaccordkig 
lo  the  order  of  nature. 

CorolL  1 .  Hence  we  see,  in  how  strict  a  sense  it  may  be  said,  that  God 
is  Truth  itself.  • 

'  Coroll  2.  Hence  it  appears,  that  Truth  consists  in  having  perfect  and 
adequate  ideas  of  things :  For  instance,  if  I  judge  truly  how  far  distant  the 
Moon  is  from  the  Earth,  we  need  not  say,  that  thb  Truth  consists,  in  the 
perception  of  'the  relation,  between  the  two  ideas  of  the  Moon  and  the 
Earth,  bnt  in  the  adequateness. 

CorolL  3.  Hence  Certainty  is  the  clear  perception  of  this  perfection. 
Therefore,  if  we  had  perfect  ideas  of  all  things  at  once,  that  is,  could  have 
all  in  one  view,  we  should  know  all  truth  at  the  same  moment,  and  there 
would  be  no  such  thing  as  Ratiocination,  or  finding  out  Truth*  And  Rea-» 
zoning  is  only  of  use  to  us,  in  consecjuence  of  the  paucity  of  our  ideas,  an4 
because  we  can  have  but  very  fow  m  view  at  onoe.— -Hence  it  is  cyiden^,^ 
that  aU  things  are  eeff-epident  to  Go4 
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£d.}  CBRTAINTY.  Detenniiidd  tlnU  Ui«r^  ana  Wny  dfl^prees  of 
certaioty,  tboogh  not  indeed  of  abaolute  certtioty ;  which  is  infiiiiteljr 
ttroBg.  We  are  certaia  of  n^ny  jthings  upon  jdemoqatration,  which  yet 
we  may  be  made  more  eertain  of  by  more  dcmonatrajtion ;  because 
ahbougo,  acoording  tp  the  strength  of  the  mind,  we  see  the  connection  of 
the  ideast  yot  a  tffcrooger  raitid  would  eee  tl^ .  oonnec^u  more  perfectly 
Mni  stroogiy,  because  it  would  haVe  the  ideas  moi^  perfect.  We  have 
not  such  strength  of  mintf,  that  we  baa  perfectly  conceive  of  but  y&j  few 
thmgs;  and  some  little  of  the  strenjjfth  of  an  Ideai  is  lost,  in  a  moment  of 
timev  as  we^  ia  the  nindy  look  snocessively  on  the  train  of  i4easy  in  ^  de^ 
mopstration. 

[8,]  RULES  OF  REASONING.  It  is  no  matter  how  abstracted 
our  aotioBs  are-4he  tether  wapenetfato  and  oofne  to  the  prima  reahly  oi 
die  thing,  the  better;  provided  we  can  go  to  soch  a  de^pcee  of  abetraetuNi, 
and  carry  it  ooi  clear.  We  may  go  ao  far  in  abstraction,  that,  although 
we  nu^  thoreby,  in  part«  see  Truth  and  Realitjr,  and  ferther  than  ever  was 
ssea  beibre,  yet  we  may  not  be  able  n^e  than  jost  to  touch  it,.and  to.have 
a  few  obscure  glances*  We  may  not  have  strength  of  mind  to  conceive 
oleajrly  of  the  Manner  of  it*.  We  see^fertbsr  indeed,  but  it  is  very  obscure* 
ly  and  indistinct^.  We  had  better  stop  a  degree  or  t^o  short  of  this,  and 
abstract  tio  ferther  fchaj^  we  can  conceive  of  the  tl^ngydistinctiv,  and  eit^ 
plaitt  it  clearly:  otherwise  #e  shall  be  i^it  fco  rai^  into  «rror,  and  eonfound 
ourmiads. 

[64.1  REASONING.  ^  We  know  our  own  existence,  tni  the  exists 
ence  of  every  thing,  that  we  are  conscious  of  in  our  own  minds,  intuitively; 
biii  all  our  reasonmg,  with  respect  to  Real  Existence,  depends  upon  that 
natural,  unavoidably  and  invariable,  disposition  of  the  mind,  when  it  sees  a 
thing  b^(in  to  be,  to  conclude  certainly,  that  there  is  a  Cause  of  it ;  or  if  it 
sees  a  thmg  to  be  in  a  very  orderly,  regular  and  exact,  manner,  to  con-^ 
dude  that,  tome  Design  regulated  sjod  disposed  it.  That  a  thing  that  be** 
gins  to  be  should  make  itself,  we  know  implies  a  contradiction ;  fer  we  see 
utuitively,  that  the  ideas,  that  such  ah  expression  excites,  are  inconsistent. 
Aod  that  any  thing  should  start  up  into  being,  without  any  coqse  at  all, 
itself,  or  any  thing  else,  is  what  the  mind,  do  what  we  will,  will  ferever  re- 
fuse to  receive,  but  will  i>erpetuaJly  reject  When  we  therefore  see  any 
thing  begin  to  be,  we  intuitively  knoW  there  is  a  cause  of  it,  and  not  by  m- 
t^ocmation,  or  any  kind  of  argument.  This  is  an  innate  principle,  in  that 
sense,  that  the  soul  is  bom  with  it— a  necessary,  fatal  propensity,  so  ^o 
conclude,  on  every  occasion. 

And  this  is  not  only  true  of  every  new  existence  of  those  we  call  Sub- 
stances, but  of  every  alteration  that  is  to  be  seen:  any  new  existence  of 
any  new  mode*  we  necessarUy  suppose  to  be  from  a  cause.  For  instance, 
if  thero  had  been  nothing  but  one  globe  of  solid  matter,  whieh  in  time  oast 
had  been  at  perfect  rest ;  if  it  starts  away  into  motion,  we  conclude  there 
is  some  cause  of  that  alteration.  Or  if  that  globe,  in  time  past,  had  been 
moving  in  a  straight  line,  and  turns  short  about  ai  rigltf  aagl<ro  with  its 
fermer  direction ;  or  if  it  had  be^n  moving  with  soeh  a  degree  of  celerity, 
and  all  at  once  move?  with  but  half  that  swiftness.  Aod  it  is  all  one,  whe- 
ibher  these  alterations  be  in  Bodies,  or  in  jS^^urits,  their  beginning  must  have 
a  cause :  the  first  alteration  that  there  is  in  a  Sinrit,  a^r  it  is  created,  bt 
it  be  an  alteration  in  what  it  will ;  and  so  the  re^  So,  if  a  Spirit  always^ 
in  times  past,  had  bad  such  an  inclination,  for  iMataxi^  always  \oved  and 
chosen  sin^and  then  has  a  quite  contrary  iucliti^v;  t\  as^^^^^?  ^^  cboosea 
liolineas ;  the  beginning  of  this  alteratioQ,  or  tK    2  Jt  t^^  ex^ei^^  uv  that 
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6pirit  towards  it,  \diether  it  were  eoine  action,  or  wbafsoevert  ha4  wofOB 
eause.  ' 

An^U  indeed,  it  is  no  matter,  whether  we  eappose  a  bein^  has  a  b^^ 
iiin§r  or  no,  if  we  see  it  pxists  in  a  particular  manner,  fen  which  way  ofex- 
isting  we  know  that  there  is  no  more  reason,  as  to  any  tbingr  in  the  thin^ 
it«3lf,  than  any  other  different  manner ;  the  mrnd  necessarily  conclndes,  thai 
there  is  some  cause  of  its  so  existmg,  more  than  any  other  way.  For  m* 
stance,  if  there  is  but  once  piece  of  mattt^r  existing^  flpom  all  eternity,  and 
that  be  a  square;*  we  unavoidably  conclude,  there  is  some  cause  why  it  is 
square,  seeing  there  is  nothing^in  the  thing  itself  that  Biore  inclines  it  to 
that  figure,  than  to  an  infinite  nus^r  of  other  figures.  The  same  may  be 
said  as  to  rest,  or  motion ,  or  the  manner  of  motion ;  and  for  all  other  bodies 
existing,  the  mind  seeks  a  Cause  why;  . 

Wh^n  the  mind  sees  a  being  existing  very  regularly,  and  in  most  exact 
order,  especially  if  the  order  consists  in  the  exact  regulation  of  a  very 
grrat  multitude  of  particuhirs,  if  it  be  the  beat  order,  as  to  use  and.  beauty, 
that  the  mind  can  conceive  of,  that  4t  could  have  beenvthe  mind  unavoida- 
bly concludes,  that  its  Cause  was  a  being  that  had  design  :  for  instance. 
When  the  mind  perceives  the  beauty  and' contrivance  of  the  world :  for  the 
world  might  have  been  one  wfinite  number  of  confosions,  and  not  hate 
been  diS|tosed  beantifully  and  useftilly ;  yea,  infinite  times  an  infinite  num- 
ber, and  so  if  we  multiply  infinite  by  inimite,  w  if^niiwn.  So  that,  if  we 
suppose  the  world  to  nave  existed  from  all  eternity,  and  to  be  contimiaHy 
all  the  while  without  the  gnidance  of  design,  passing  under  difforent  cha»- 
jges;  it  would  have  been,  according  to. such  a  piultiplication,  infinite  to 
one,  whether  it  would  ever  have  hit  upon  thie  form  or  no.  Note— This 
way  of  concluding,  is  a  sort  of  ratiocinatix>&. 

[58.]  REASONING  does  not  absolutely  differ  from  Perception,  any 
further  than  there  is  the  act  of  the  will  about  it.  It  appears  to  be  so  in 
demonstrative  Reasoning.  Because  the  knowledge  of  a  self-evident  truth, 
it  is  evident,  does  not  differ  from  Perception.  But  all  demonstrative 
knowledge  consists  in,  and  may  be  resolved  into,  the  knowled^  of  si?If- 
evident  truths.  And  it  is  also  evident,  that  the  act  of  the  mind,  in  other 
reasoning,  is  not  of  a  difieretit  nature  from  demonstrative  Reasoning. 

{71  •]  KNO  WLEPGB  is  not  the  perception  of  the  agreement,  or  disa- 
greement,  of  ideas,  but  rather  the  perception  of  the  tmion,  or  dmtnion^  of 
ideas— or  the  perceiving  whether  two  or  more  ideas  belong  to  one  an- 
other. 

CorolL  Hence  it  is  not  impossible  to  believe,  or  know,  the  Truth  of 
MvsTERics,or  propoeitions  that  we  cannot  comprehend,  or  seethe  manncf 
how  the  several  ideas,  that  b^»long  to  the  proposition,  are  united.  Per- 
haps it  cannot  property  be  said,  that  wo  see  the  agrcpment  of  the  ideai!, 
unless  we  see  how  Ihey  a^ree.  But  we  may  perceive  that  they  arc  miiUd^ 
and  know  that  they  belong  one  to  another ;  though  we  io  not  know  the 
manner  Aotc  they  are  tied  together, 

[22.]  PREJUDICE.  Those  idea^,  which  do  not  pertain  to  the  prime 
essence  of  things, — such  as  all  colours  that  are  every  where  objected  to 
our  eyes;  and  sounds  that  are  continually  in  our  ears ;  those  that  affect 
the  touch,  as  cold  and  heats ;  and  all  our  sensations— exceedingly  clog 
the  mind,  in  searching  into  the  innormo.^t  nature  of  things,  and  cast 
such  a  mist  over  things,  that  there  is  need  of  a  sharp  stffht  to  see  clearly 
through ;  for  these  wul  be  continually  in  the  mind,  and  associated  wilfi 
other  i^eas,  let  us  be  thinking  of  what  we  wilt ;  and  it  is  a  continual  care 
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«id  pwA  to  kee|»  desr  of  their  entanglemeots,  u  our  scrutinies  inte 
things.    This  is  one  way»  whereby  the  body  and  the  senses  observe  the 
views  of  the  n^nd.    The  world  seeme  so  aifferently  to  our  eyes,  to  our 
^ars,  and  other  senses,  from  the  idea  we  have  of  it  by  Reason,  that  we  canr , 
hardly  realize  the  hitter. 

[ia.l  WOilDS.  We  are  used  ta  apply  the  sane  words  a  hundred'dif- 
fbrent  ways ;  and  jdeas  beinff  so  much  tied  and  associated  with  the  words, 
they  lead  ua  into  a  thousand  real  mistakes ;  for  where  we  ind  that  the 
words  ma^  be  connected,  the  ideas  being  by  custom  tied  with  tliem,  we 
think  the  ideas  may  be  connected  likewise,  and  applied  every  where,  an4 
in  every  way,  as  the  Words* 

[^0  Th£  reason  why  the  names  of  Spiritual  things,  are  all,  or  most  of 
them,  derived  from  the  names,  of  Sensible  or  Corporeal  ones — as  Imagina* 
tion.  Conception,  Apprehend,  etc. — is,  because  there  was  no  other  way  of 
making  others  readily  understand  men's  meanings,  when  they  first  sigmfied 
these- thin^  by  sounds,  than  by  giving  of  them  the  names  of  things  sensi- 
ble, to  which  Uiey  had  an  analogy.  They  could  thus  point  it  out  with  the 
finger,  and  so  explain  themselves  as  in  sensible  things. 

[48.]  DEFINITION.  Thatis  not  alwaynatrueDefinitionH  that  tendip 
most  to  give  us  to  understand  the  meaning  ef  a  word ;  but  that,  whicb 
would,  give  any  pne  the  clearest  notion. of  the  meaning  of  the  word,  if  h« 
had  iiever  been  in  any  way  acquainted  with  the  thin^  signiQed  by  that 
word.  For  instance,  if  I  was  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  Motion^ 
to  <me  that  had  seen  things  move,  bnt  was  not  acquunted  with  the  word;: 
perhaps  I  should  sav.  Motion  is  a  tking*t  going  from  one  place  io  another, 
jSot^if  I  was  to  explain  it  to  one,  who  bad  never  seeti  any  thing  move,  (if 
thit  could  be,)  i  should  say.  Motion  is  a  Body'i  exutmg  tuccemvelyinM 
Iheimme^iif^iy  coniHguow  parU  of  any  dUtanceymthout  tonHMmg  amy  iim0 

{20.]  INSPIRATION.  The  evidence  of  immediate  Inspiration  that 
the  prophets  had,  when  they  were  immediately  inspired  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  with  ttny  truth,  is  an  absohite  sort  of  certamty ;  and  the  knowled^ 
k  in  a  sense  intuitive — >mueh  in  the  same  manner  as  Faithf,  and  Spiritual 
Knowledge  of  the  truth  of  Religion.  Such  bright  ideas  are  raised,  and 
such  a  clear  view  ef  a  perfect  agreement  with  the  excellencies  of  the  D'w 
vine  Nature*  that  it  b  known  to  be  a  communicatiott  from  him.  All  the 
Deity  appears  in  the  thing,  and  in  every  thin^  pertaining  to  it.  The  pro- 
phet has  so  divine  a  sense,  such  a  divine  disposition,  such  a  divine  pleasure ; 
and  sees  so  divine  an  excellency,  and  so  divine  a  power,  in  what  is  reveal- 
ed,, that  he  sees  as  immediately  that  God  is  there,  as  we  perceive  one  an- 
other's presence,  when  we  are  talking  together  face  to  face.  And  our 
features,  oiir  voice  and  our  sha{>es,  are  not  so  clear  manifestations  of  us, 
as  those  spiritual  resemblances  of  God,  that  are  in  the  Inspiration,  are 
mantfesUttioasof  him.  But  yet  there  are  doubtless  various  degrees  in  In- 
i^iration. 

[51.}  THE  WILL.  It  is  not  that,  which  appears  the  greatest  good,  or 
the  greatest  apparent  good,  that  detonnines  tfke  Will*  It  is  not  the  great- 
est good  apprehended,  or  that  which  is  apprehepti<^d  to  be  the  greatest 
jjood ;  but  the  Greatest  Apprehension  of  good,  It  'la  not  merely  by  judg. 
iDDg  that  any  thiqg  is  a  great  good,  that  good  \g  ,mpTehet\de*K  or  appi^ars. 
There  edre  other  Y^ays  of  apprehending  gqgJ^    The  baxui|^  a  dear  and 
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sensible  idea  cf  aDy  fOod,  is  one  way  of  good's  ajqiearbif ,  as  #ell  ae  jad|f- 
ingr  that  tbere  is  good.  T^ierefore,  ul  tlwBe  thinga  aie  lo  be  conn-* 
dered^-^be'  degree  of  the  jodgment,  by  wbicb  a  tbiog  is  judged  to  be  geed, 
and  the  contrary  evB ;  the  degree  of  goodness  under  wbiehitappeara,  «id 
the  evil  of  the  contrary;  and  tl»  clearness  of  the  idea  and  strength  of  tbe 
conception  of  the  goodness  and  of  the  evil.  And  that  Good,  of  which  tbefe 
is  the  g^atest  apprehension  or  sense,  all  those  things  being  taken  together, 
is  chosen  by  the  Wilt.  And  if  there  be  a  greater  apiprel^nsion  ^good  to 
be  obtained,  or  evil  esc^>ed,  by  douMr  a  thSf ,  than  in  letting  it  akme,  the 
WiU  determines  to  the  doing  it.  The  mlad  will  be  lor  the  present  meet 
uneasy  in  neglecting  it,  and  the  mind  al wa^  avoids  that,  in  which  it  would 
be  for  the  present  most  uneasy.  The  degree  Of  apprehension  of  good« 
which  I  suppose  to  determine  the  WiU,  is  composed  of  the  degree  ofgood 
apprehended,  and  the  degree  of  apprehensicm*  The  degree  of  apprehen- 
sion, again,  is  composed  of  the  strength  of  the  ccmceptieii,  and  the  judg- 
ment. 

[60.]  WILL,  ITS  DETERAON  ATION.  The  greatest  mental  exist- 
enoe  of  Good,  the  greatest  degree  of  the  mind's  sense  of  Good,  the  great- 
est degree  of  apprehensioa,  or  perception,  or  idea  q(  oWn  Good»  always  de- 
termines  the  Will.  Where  three  things  are  to  be  cousideied,  that  make 
up  the  proportion  of  mental  existence  of  own  good  r  ft>r  it  is  the  proportion 
compounded  of  these  three  proportions  that  always  determines  the  Will. 
1.  The  degree  of  good  appreh^ded,  or  the  degree  of  good  represented 
by  idea.  This  used  to  bereckoned  by  many,  the  only  thing  that  determined 
the  WiU.*— 1^  The  proportion  or  degree  of  apprehension  or  perception— 
the  degree  of  the  view  the  nuod  has  of  it,  or  the  degree  of  tbe  ideal  per^ 
ceptive  presence  of  the  good  in  the  mind.  This  consists  in  two  thin||s. 
(1.)  In  the  degree  of  the  judgment.  This  is  di£Rereot  from  the  first  thn^ 
we  mentioned,  which  was  the  judgment  of  the  degree  of  good ;  but  we 
speak  now  of  the  degree  of  that  judgement,  according  to  the  degree  of  as* 
surance  or  certainty.  (2.)  The  Deepness  of  the  sense  of  the  goMness;  or 
the  clearness,  liveliness  and  sensibleness,  of  the  goodness  or  sweetness,  or 
the  strength  of  the  impression  on  the  mind.  As  one,  that  has  just  tasted 
honey,  has  more  of  an  idea  of  it»  ^foodness,  than  one  that  never  tasted, 
though  he  also  fuRy  believes  that  it  is  very  sweet,  vea  as  sweet  as  it 
is.  And  he  that  has  seen  a  great  beauty,  has  a  tar  more  dear  an4 
strong  idea  ot  it,  than  he  that  never  saw  it.  Good,  as  it  is  thus  SMSt  dear- 
ly and  strongly  pres«^t  to  the  mind,  will  proportionally  more  infiuence  the 
mind  to  inchne  dnd  wiU.*^9.  There  is  to  be  considered  the  proportion  or 
degree  of  the  mind's  apprehension  of  the  Propnefy  of  the  flood,  or  of  its 
Own  Concernment  in  it.  Thus  the  soul  has  a  clearer  and  stfonger  ap- 
prehenBion  of  a  pleasure,  that  it  msy  enjoy  the  next  hour,  than  of  the  sane 
pleasure  that  it  is  sure  it  may  enjoy  ten  years  henee^  tkourh  the  ktter  doth  re- 
ally as  much  concern  it  as  the  ^rmer.  There  are  usuUly  other  things  ooii* 
cur,  to  make  men  choose  present,  befbre  futurot,  good.  They  are  g^otn 
rally  more  certain  of  the  good,  and  have  a  stronger  sense  of  it.  Sut  if 
they  were  equally  certain,  and  it  were  the  vety  same  ^[ood,  asd  they  were 
sure  it  would  be  the  same,  yet  the  soul  would  be  most  inclined  to  the  near- 
est, because  they  have  not  so  Uvely  an  apprehension  of  themselves,  and  of 
the  good,  and  or  the  whole  matter.  And  then  there  is  the  pain  and  un- 
easiness of  enduring  soch  an  appetite  so  long  a  time,  that  genemlly  eomes 
in.  But  yet  this  matter  wants  to  be  made  something  more  clear^  why  the 
soul  is  more  strongly  inclined  to  near,  than  distant  go^ 

It  is  utterly  impossible  but  th4t  it  shouM  be  so,  that  the  inclination  and 
choice  of  the  mind  should  always  be  determined  by  Good,  as  mentafly  or 
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idAjfy  exMng,  It  Would  be  a  contivdietioii  to  suppose  otbenrito,  for  We 
neao  iiotbiii|f  elee  by  Good,  but  that  which  agreeg  with  the  i$uiination  and 
dupotiiion  of  the  mind.  And  sarely  that,  which  agreea  with  it,  most  agi^ 
with  it*  And  it  also  iniplie»  a  contradiction,  to  suppose  that  that  good, 
whose  mental  or  ideal  being  is  greatest,  does  not  always  determine  the 
tViU ;  ibf  we  mean  nothing  else,  by  Greatest  Good,  but  that  which  agvee» 
most  with  the  inclination  end  disposition  of  the  soul.  It  is  ridiculous  to 
say,  that  the  soul  does  not  incline  to  that  most,  which  is  most  agreeable^ 
tothe  inclination  of  the  soul.— I  think  I  was  not  mistaken  when  I  said  thaC 
nothing  else  is  meant  by  Good,  here,  but  that  that  agrees  with  the  Inclina- 
nation  and  Disposition  of  the  mind.  If  they  do  npt  mean  that  that  strikes 
the  mind,  that  that  is  agreeable  to  it,  that  that  pleases  it,  and  ftJls  in  with 
the  disposition  of  its  nature ;  then  I  would  know,  What  is  meant. 

Tbs  Will  is  no  otherwise  different  from  the  Indinstion,  than  that  we 
commonly  call  that  the  Will,  that  is  the  Mind's  Inclination,  with  respect 
t6  its  own  Immediate  Actions. 

[iO.]  That  it  is  not  Uneasiness,  in  our  present  drcumetanoes,  that  al- 
ways^ determines  the  Will,  as  Mr.  Locke  supposes,  is  evident  by  this,  that 
there  may  be  an  Act  of  tl»B  Will,  in  choosini^  and  determming  to  tobear  to 
act,  or  move,  when  some  action  is  proposed  to  a  man ;  as  well  as  in  ehoos- 
ing  to  act.  Tbus,if  amanbe  put  uponiising  fW>m  his  seat,  and  goingto  a 
oettain  place ;  hisvolnntary  refusal  is  an  act  of  the  Will,  which  does  not 
arise  fmti  any  uneasiiien  in  his  present  circnmstances^rtainly.  An  act 
of  voluntary  refusal  is  as  truly  an  act  of  the  Will,  as  an  act  of  choice ; 
and  indeed  there  is  an  act  of  choice  in  an  act  of  refusaL  The  Will  choo^ 
ses  to  neglect :  it  prefers  the  opposite  of  that  which  is  reflised. 

[39.]  CONSCIENCE.  Beside  the  two  sorts  of  Assent  of  the  mindv 
caUed  JFUl  and  Judgment^  there  is  a  third,  arising  from  a  sense  of  the  Ge- 
neral Beauty  and  Harmon|r  of  thmgs,  which  is  CoMetenc:  Th^re  are 
some  things,  which  move  a  kind  c?  horror  in  the  mind,  which  yet  th« 
mind  wiUs  and  chooses;  and  some,  which  are  agreeable  in  this  way  to  it» 
make  and  cxmstitution,  which  yet  it  chooses  not.  These  Assents  of  Will 
and  Conscience  have  indeed  a  common  object,  which  is  Excdleocy.  Still 
they  differ.  The  one  is  always  General  Excellency :  that  is  Harmony, 
takmfi  in  its  relation  to  the  Whole  System  of  beings.  The  other,  that 
ExceUency  which  most  stroi^y  affects,  whether  the  Excellency  be  more 
general  or  particular.  But  thie  degree,  wherein  we  are  affected  by  any^ 
Excellency,  is  in  proportion  comTOunded  of  the  Extensiveness,  and  the  In- 
tensiveness,  of  our  view  of  that  Excellency. 

[1.]  EXCELLENCY.  There  has  nothing  been  more  without  a  defi- 
&itioii«  than  Excellency;  although  it  be  what  we  are  more  concerned  with, 
than  any  thing  else  whatsoever :  rea,  we  are  concerned  with  nothing  else. 
But  what  is  this  Excellencn^  ?  Wherein  is  one  thing  excellent,  aqd  anoth- 
er evil;  one  beautiful,  ano  another  deformed?  S>rae  have  said  that  all 
ExeeUenoy  is  Harmony,  SymmetrViOr  Proportion;  but  they  have  not  yet 
explained  it.  We  would  know,  Why  Proportion  is  more  excellent  than 
Disproportion;  that  is,  why  Proportion  is  pleasant  to  the  mmd,  and  Dis- 
proportion unpleasant?  Proportion  is  a  thing  that  may  be  explained  yet 
farther.  It  is  an  EqwMy,  or  lAkeneee  of  rcU^t ;  so  that  it  is  the  Equali- 
ty, that  makes  the  Proportion.  Excdlency  tt^erefc^e  seems  to  consist  in 
iipuMy.  Thus,  if  there  be  two  perfect  eq-atiX  circles^  or  globes,  together, 
tliere  is  something  more  of  beauty  than  if  t h^jw  *  ^^6  ^^  ^«wn^»  dispropor- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


094  A^Piaoftt. 

tionate  magnitudes.  And  if  two  pmraUel  lines  be  dniwn^  the  beairf^ltr 
greater,  than  if  they  were  obliquely  inclined  without  proportion,  because^ 
there  is  equality  of  distance.  And  if  betwixt  two  parallel  lines,  two  equal 
circled  be  placed,  each  at  tiie  same  distance  from  each  parallel  line,  as  wl 
Fig.  1,  the  beauty  is  greater,  than  if  tt^ey  stood  at  irregular  distances  fnm^ 
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the  parallel  lines.  If  they  stand,  each-  in  a  perpendicular  line,  going 
from  the  parallel  lines,  (Fig.  2,)  it  is  requisite  that  they  should  each  stand 
at  an  equal  distance  from  the  pK&rp«endicular  tine  next  to  them ;  otherwise 
there  is  no  beauty.  If  there  be  three  of  these  circles  between  two  paraP 
lei  lines,  and  near  to  a  perpendicular  line  run  between  them,  (Fig-  3,)  the 
most  beautiful  form  perhaps,  that  they  could  be  placed  in,  is  in  an  equi- 
lateral triangle  with  the  cross  line,  because  there  are  most  c^quaHUes. 
The  distance  of  the  two  next  to  the  crses  line  is  equal  from  that,  and  alsa 
emial  from  the  parallel  lines.  The  distance  of  the  third  from  each  paral- 
lel is  equal,  and  its  distance  from  each  of  the  other  two  circles  is  equal, 
and  is  also  equal  to  their  distance  from  one  another,  and  likewise  equal  to 
tfaehr  distance  from  each  end  of  the  cross  line.  There  are  two  equilateral- 
triangtes :  one  made  by  the  three  circles,  and  the  other  made  by  the  cross 
Ime  and  two  of  the  sides  of  the  fiirst  protracted  till  they  meet  that  line. 
And  if  the^  be  another  like  it,  on  the  opposite  side,  to  correspond  with  it 
and  it  be  taken  altogether,  the  beauty  isstiU  greaterf  where  the  distancee^ 
from  the  lines,  in  the  one,  are  equal  to  the  distances  in  the  other ;  also  the 
two  next  to  the  cross  lines  are  at  equal  distances  from  the  other  two;  or, 
if  you  ro  crosswise,  from  comer  to  comer.  The  two  cross  lines  are  also 
parallel,  so  that  all  parts  are  at  an  equal  distante,  and  innumerable  other 
equalities  might  be  found. 

This  simple  fiquality,  without  Proportion,  is  the  lowest  kind  of  Regalar-^ 
ity,  and  may  be  called  Simple  Beauty.  All  other  beauties  and  excellen** 
cies  may  be  resolved  into  it.  Proportion  is  Complex  Beauty.  Thus,  iT 
we  suppose  that  there  are  two  points,  A  B,  placed  at  two  inches  distance^' 
and  the  next,  C,  one  inch  farther;  (Fig.  1,) 

Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 

.      .  ! ^J ^ 

A  B        C    D  ABC 

it  is  requisite,  in  order  to.  regularity  and  beauty,  if  there  be  another,  B, 
that  it  should  be  at  half  an  inch  distance ;  otherwise  there  is  no  regulaHtyi* 
and  the  last,  D,  would  stand  out  of  its  proper  place;  because  now  the  re* 
lation  that  the  space  C  D,  bears  to  B  C,  is  equal  to  the  relation  that  B  C» 
bears  to  A  B ;  so  that  B  C  D,  is  exactly  similar  to  A  B  C.  It  is  evident, 
this  is  a  more  complicated  excellency  than  that  which  consisted  in  Equal- 
ity, because  the  terms  of  the  relation  are  here  complex,  and  before  were 
simple.  When  there  are  three  points  set  ut  a  right  line,  it  is  requisite,  inr 
order  to  regularity,  that  the3r  should  be  set  at  an  equal  distance,  as  A  B  C, 
(Fig.  2,)  where  A  B,  is  sioiilar  to  B  C,  or  the  relation  of  C  to  B,  is  Um 
same  as  of  B  to  A.  But  in  the  other  are  three  terms  neoessarv  in  each- 
of  the  parts,  between  which,  b  the  relation,  BCD,i»asAB^:  bo  thai 
here  more  simple  beauties  are  omitted,  and  yet  tiiere  is  a  general  cooi^lex 
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MLttty:  that  is,  B  C  atnot  as  A  B,  nor  is  C  D  as  B  C,  but  yet^B  C  D  is 
as  A  B  C.  It  is  reqiustte  that  the  consent  or  reffalarity  of  C  D  to  B  C,  be 
omitted,  for  the  sak^  of  the  hannony  of  the  whole.  For  although,  itX  D 
was  perfectly  equal  to  B  C,  there  would  be  resrularity  and  beauty  with  re- 
spect to  them  two ;  yet,  if  A  B  be  taken  into  the  idea,  there  is  nothing  but 
contiision.  And  it  might  be  requisite,  if  these  stood  with  others,  even  to 
omit  this  proposition,  for  the  sake  of  one  more  complex  still.  Thus, 
if  they  stood  with  other  points,  where  B  stood  at  four  inches  distance 
ft-om  A,  C  at  two  from  B,  and  D  at  six  from  C :  the  place  where  D  must 
stand  iu,  if  A,  B,  C,  D,  were  alone,  viz.  one  inch  from  C,  must  be  so  as  to 
be  made  proportionate  with  the  other,  points  beneath ; 
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So  that  althottgfi  A,  B,  C,  D,  are  not  proportioned,  but  are  confusion  among 
themselves ;  yet  taken  with  the  whole  they  are  proportioned  and  beautifuk 
All  beauty  consists  in  Bimihirness  or  identity  of  relation.  In  identity  of 
jelation  consists  all  likeness,  and  all  identity  between  two  consists  in 
identity  of  relation.  Thus,  when  the  distance  between  two  is  exactly 
equal,  their  distance  is  their  relation  one  to  another,  the  distance  is  the 
same,  the  bodies  are  two ;  wherefore  this  is  their  correspondency  and  beau- 
ty. So  bodi^  exactly  of  the  same  figure,  the  bodies  are  two,  the  relation 
l>etween  the  parts  of  the  extremities  is  the  same,  and  this  is  their  agree- 
ment with  them.  But  if  there  are  two  bodies  of  different  shapes,  having 
no  simikmess  of  relation  between  the  parts  of  the  extremities;  this,  con- 
sidered by  itself,  is  a  deformity,  because  bein^  disagrees  with  being,  which 
must  imdoubtedly  be  disagreeable  to  perceivmg  being :  because  what  dis- 
agrees with  Being,  roust  necessarily  be  disi^reeable  to  Being  in  general, 
to  every  thing  that  partakes  of  Entity,  and  of  course  to  perceiving  being', 
and  what  agrees  with  Being,  must  be  agreeable  to  Being  in  generaK  and 
therefore  to  percerving  being.  But  agreeableness  of  perceiving  being  is 
pleasure,  ana  dieagreeabieness  is  pain.  Disagreement  or  contrariety  to 
Bein^^  is  evideUtly  an  approach  to  Nothing,  or  a  degree  of  Nothing ; 
which  is  nothing  else  but  disagreement  or  contnuriety  of  Being,  and  the^ 
ffreatest  and  only  evil :  And  Entity  is  the  greatest  and  only  good^  And 
by  how  much  more  perfect  Entity  is,  that  is  without  mixture  of  Nothing, 
by  so  much  the  more  Excellency.  Two  beings  can  agree  one  with  another 
in  nothing  else  but  Relation ;  because  otherwise  the  notion  of  their  twoness 
(duality,)  b  destroyed,  and  they  become  one. 
And  so,  in  every  case,  what  is  called  Correspondency,  Symmetry,  Re- 
ularity,  and  the  like,  may  be  resolved  into  Equalities ;  though  the  Equa- 
ities  in  a  beauty,  in  any  degree  complicated,  are  so  numerous,  that  it 
would  be  a  most  tedipus  piece  of  work  tp  enumerate  them.  There  are 
millions  of  these  Equalities.  Of  these  consist  the  beautiflil  shape  of  flow- 
ers, the  beauty  of  the  body  of  man,  and  of  the  bodies  of  other  animals.  That 
sort  of  beauty  which  is  called  Natural,  as  of  vines,  plants,  tree,s,  etc.  con* 
sists  of  a  very  complicated  harmony ;  and  all  the  natural  motions,  and  ten- 
dencies, and  figures  of  bodies  in  the  Universe  are  done  according  to  pro- 
portion,  and  therein  is  their  beauty.  Particular  disproportions  sometimes 
greatly  add  to  the  general  beauty,  and  must  necessarily  be,  in  order  to  a 
more  universal  proportion  :— So  much  equali^v  ^  tnuch  beauty ;  though 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  quantity  of  equality  'Jnot^o^^  measured  only  by 
'the  number,  but  the  intenseness,  accoi^in»  jLJ  »V|e  q^^^^^^y  ^  being.    Aa 
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bodiei  ara  thadowt  of  btting,  io  their  pfoportioM  fert  difdomB  of  pto* 
;portioii. 

Th«  pleaaores  of  the  sentes,  where  harnwiiy  it  not  the  obiect  ef  jod^ 
ment,  ftre  the  result  of  rqoality.  Thoe  in  Mom,  not  only  in  the  propor* 
tion  wbioh  the  eeveral  notes  of  a  tone  hetr,  one  unon^  another,  hot  in 
merely  two  notes,  there  is  harmony ;  whereas  it  is  fimpossihle  there  shooM 
he  proportion  hetween  only  two  terms.  But  the  proportion  is  in  the  par- 
ticular Tihrations  of  the  air,  whioh  strike  on  the  ear.  And  so^in  the  pleM* 
antnees  of  Mfrfat,  colours,  tastes,  smells  and  touch,  aS  ansa  from  propoitioii 
of  motion.  The  org^ans  are  so  contrived  that,  upon  the  touch  of  such  and 
such  particles,  there  shall  be  a  regular  and  harmomous  motion  of  the  ani- 
mal spirits. 

Spiritual  harmonies  are  of  vastly  lai^r  extent :  L  e.  il)e  proportions  arm 
vftrtiy  of^ener  redoubled,  and  respect  mere  beings,  and  require  a  vastly 
lar<rer  view  to  comprehend  them ;  as  some  simple  notes  do  more  affect  onet 
who  has  not  a  comprehensive  nnderstandinff  of  If  usic. 

The  reason,  why  £quality  thus  pleases  the  mind,  and  Inequality  is  un- 
pleasixi^,  is  because  Disproportion,  or  Inconsistency,  is  contrary  to  Being. 
For  Being,  if  wo  examine  narrowly,  is  noth'mg  else  but  Proportion.  When 
one  being  is  inconsistent  with  another  being,  then  Being  is  contradicted. 
But  contradiction  to  Being,  b  intolerable  to  perceiving  being^and  the  con- 
•ent  to  Being,  most  pleasing. 

Excellency  consists  in  the  SmUeametM  of  one  being  to  another — not 
merely  Equality  and  Proportion,  but  any  kind  of  Bimifimnns  ihnt  Simi- 
lamesB  of  direction.  Bupposinff  many  fflobes  moving  in  richt  lines,  it  is 
more  beautiful,  that  they  should  move  all  the  same  way,  and  according  to 
the  same  directiim,  than  if  they  moved  disorderly ;  one,  one  way,  and  ano- 
ther, another.  This  is  an  universal  definition  of  Excellency  i~^Tke  Cofi- 
senf  of  Bang  to  Beings  or  Bemg^s  ComerU  to  EnHfy.  The  more  the  Con- 
aent  is,  and  the  more  extensive,  the  greater  is  the  Excdlency. 

How  exceedingly  apt  are  we,  when  we  are  sitting  still,  and  acddentally 
casting  our  eye  upon  some  marks  or  spots  in  the  floor  or  wall,  to  be  rang- 
ing of  them  into  re^lar  parcels  and  figures;  and,  if  we  see  a  mark  out  of 
its  place,  to  be  placing  of  it  righU  bv  our  imaginativn ;  and  this,  even  wfaDe 
*we  are  meditating  on  something  else.  So  we  may  catch  ourselves  at  ob- 
serving the  rules  of  harmony  and  reffularity,  in  the  Ctfdess  motions  of 
our  h^ids  or  feet,  and  when  playing  with  our  hands,  or  walking  about  the 
room. 

pLEAflCDfrxss,  in  perceiving  Being,  always  arises,  either  fVom  a  percep- 
tion of  Consent  to  Being  in  general,  or  of  Consent  to  that  Bdnff  that  per- 
ceives. As  we  have  shown,  that  Agreeableness  to  Entity  most  ne  agree^ 
able  to  perceiving  Entity ;  it  is  as  evident  that  it  is  necessary  that  Agreea- 
bleness to  that  Being  must  be  pleasing  to  it,  if  it  perceives  it.  &  thu 
Pleasedness  does  not  always  arise  from  a  perception  of  Excellency;  [in 
genera] ;]  but  the  greater  a  Being  is,  and  the  more  it  has  of  Entity,  the 
more  wiU  Consent  to  Being  in  general  please  it.  But  God  is  proper  En- 
tity Itself,  and  theae  two  therefore,  in  Him,  become  the  same ;  foe,  so  far 
as  a  thing  consents  to  Being  in  general,  so  &r  it  consents  to  Him ;  and 
the  more  perfbct  Created  Spirits  are,  the  nearer  do  they  come  to  their 
£!reator,in  this  regard. 

That,  which  is  often  called  SeffLove,  is  exceedingly  improperly  called 
Lo9e,  for  they  do  not  only  say  that  one  loves  himself,  when  he  sees  someo 
thing  amiable  in  himself,  the  view  of  wl|ich  begets  delight.  But  merely 
an  inclination  to  pleasure,  and  averseness  to  pain,  they  call  Self  I^ove ;  m 
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that  the  devik,  aod  other  damned  spirits,  love  themselves,  not  because  they 
see  any  thing  in  themselves,  which  they  imagine  to  be  lovely,  but  merely, 
because  they  do  not  incline  to  pain  but  to  pleasure,  or  merely  because  they 
are  capable  of  pain  or  pleasure;  for  pain  and  pleasure  include  an  inclina- 
tion to  a^eeableness,  and  an  aversion  to  dimgreeableness.  Now  how 
improper  is  it  to  say,  that  one  loves  himself,  because  what  is  agreeable  to 
him  is  agreeable  to  him,  and  what  is  disagreeable  to  him  is  disagreeable  to 
him :  Wmch  mere  Entity  supposes.  So  that  this,  that  they  callSelf-Love, 
is  no  af^tion,  but  only  the  Entity  of  the  thing,  or  his  being  what  he  ib* 

One  alone,  without  any  reference  to  any  more,  cannot  be  excellent ;  for 
in  such  case,  there  can  ve  no  manner  of  relation  no  way,  and  therefore  no 
sueh  thing  as  Consent.  Indeed  what  we  call  Qne^  may  be  excellent  be* 
cayse  of  a  consent  of  parts,  or  some  consent  oi  those  in  that  bein^,  that  are 
distinguished  into  a  plurality  some  way  or  other.  But  in  a  bemff  that  i« 
absolutely  without  any  plurality,  there  cannot  be  Excellency,  for  there  can 
be  no  such  thing  as  consent  or  agreement. 

One  of  the  highest  excellencies  is  Love.  As  nothing  else  has  a  proper 
bdng  but  Spirits,  and  as  Bodies  are  but  the  shadow  of  being,  therefore  the 
consent  of  bodies  one  to  another,  and  the  harmonv  that  is  among  them,  19 
but  the  shadow  of  Excellency.  The  highest  Excellency  therefore  must  be 
the  consent  of  Spirits  one  to  another.  But  the  consent  of  Spirits  consists 
half  in  their  mutual  love  one  to  another.  And  the  sweet  harmonv  be- 
tween the  various  parts  of  the  Universe,  is  only  on  imaffe  of  mutual  love. 
But  yet  a  lower  kind  of  love  may  be  odious,  because  it  hinders,  or  b  con- 
trary to,  a  higher  and  more  general.  Even  a  lower  proportion  is  often  a 
deformi^,  because  it  is  contrary  to  a  more  general  proportion. 

CorolL  1 .  If  so  much  of  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  Spirits  consists  in 
Love,  then  the  deformity  of  evU  spirits  consists  as  much  in  hatred  and 
malice. 

CorolL  2.  The  more  any  doctrine,  or  institution,  brin^  to  light  of  the 
Spiritual  World,  the  more  will  it  urge  to  Love  and  Chanty. 

Happin ESB  strictly  consists  in  the  perception  of  these  three  things :  of 
the  consent  of  being  to  its  own  being ;  of  its  own  consent  to  being ;  and  of 
being's  consent  to  being. 

[14.]  ExcBLLBMCE,  io  put  it  iu  other  words,  is  that  which  is  beautiiul- 
a&d  lovely.  That  which  is  beautiful,  considered  by  itself  separately,  and 
deformed^  considered  as  a  part  of  somethinff  else  more  extenoed ;  or  t^u- 
tifol,  only  with  respect  to  itself  anda  few  other  thinss,  and  not  asa  part  of 
that  which  contains  all  things— the  Universe—;  is  udse  beauty  and  a  con- 
ined  beauty.  That  which  is  beautiful,  with  respect  to  the  university  of 
things,  has  a  generally  extended  excellence  and  a  true  beauty;  and  the  more 
€Xti»ded,  or  limited,  its  system  is,  the  more  confined  or  extended  is  its 
beauty. 

[62.]  Am  bodixs,  the  objects  of  our  external  6ensee,are  but  the  shadows 
•f  beingfT  that  harmony,  wherein  consists  sensible  excellency  and  beauty, 
m  but  the  shadow  of  excellency.  That  is,  it  is  pleasant  to  the  mind,  be- 
muse It  m  a  shad6w  of  love.  *  When  one  thing  sweetly  harmonizes  with 
another,  as  the  Notes  in  musick,  the  notes  are  so  conformed,  and  have 
such  proportion  one  to  another,  that  they  seem  to  have  respect  one  to  an- 
other, as  if  they  loved  one  another.  So  the  beauty  of  figures  and  motions 
is,  when  one  part  has  such  consonant  proportion  with  the  rest,  as  repre- 
sents a  general  agreeing  and  consenting  together  *,  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  much  the 
image  of  Love,  in  all  the  parts  of  a  Society,  united  ^1^  sweet  consent  and 
chanty  of  heart.  Therc'm  consiste  the  beatj^w  ^f  figwtea,  as  of  ilowct? 
Vol.  I.  9^  ^ 
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dmim  with  n  pftti  and  the  beiMity  of  the  body^  imd  of  tbe  fiwtwrei  of  the 
fkco. 

There  is  no  other  way,  that  sei^ihle  things  can  consent  one  to  another 
but  by  EquaUty,  or  by  Likeness,  or  by  Proportion.  Therefore  the  lowest 
or  most  simple  kind  of  beauty  b  equality  or  likeness;  because  by  equality 
or  likeness,  one  part  consents  with  but  onepart ;  but  by  Proportion  one  part 
may  sweetly  consent  to  ten  thousand  difierent  parts ;  all  the  parts  may 
consent  witn  all  the  rest ;  and  not  only  so,  but  the  partii,  taken  smgly,  may 
consent  with  the  whole  taken  together.  Thus,  in  the  figures  or  flourishes 
drawn  by  an  acute  penman,  every  stroke  may  have  such  a  proportion^  both 
by  the  place  and  distance,  direction,  degree  of  corrky,  etc  that  there 
may  be  a  consent,  in  the  parts  of  each  stroke,  one  with  aiiotlier,  and  a  har- 
monious agreement  with  all  the  strokes,  and  with  the  various  parts,  com- 
posed of  many  strokes,  and  an  agreeableness  to  the  whole  llgttre  taken  to- 
gether. . 

There  is  aVauty  in  Equality,  as  appears  very  evident  by  the  very  great 
respect  men  show  to  it,  in  every  thing  they  make  or  do.  How  unbeaatifoi 
would  be  the  body,  if  the  parts  on  one  side  were  unequal  to  those  on  the 
other ;  bow  u^>eautiful  would  writing  be,  if  the  letters  were  not  of  an 
equal  height,  of  the  hues  of  an  equal  length,  or  at  an  equal  distance,  or  if 
the  pages  were  not  of  an  equal  width  or  height ;  and  how  nnbeautifiil 
would  a  building  be,  if  no  equality  were  observed  in  the  correspondent 
parts* 

BzniTfeifcn  or  Botity  is  that,  into  which  aU|EKcellency  is  to  be  resolved^ 
Being  or  Existence  is  what  is  necessarily  agreeable  to  Being;  and  when 
Being  perceives  it,  it  will  be  an  agreeable  perception;  and  any  contrac- 
tion to  Being  or  Existence  is  what  Being  when  it  perceives,  abhors.  If 
Being,  in  itself  considered,  were  not  pleasing,  Being's  consent  to  Belf^ 
would  not  be  pleasing,  nor  would  Being's  disagreeing  with  Being,  be  dis- 
pleasing. Therefore,  not  only  may  Oi^tOneu  be  coMidered  as  a  capacHy 
of  Excellency ;  but  a  Being,  by  reason  of  his  greatness  considered  alone, 
is  the  more  excdlent^  because  he  partakes  more  of  Beimr.  Though  if  he  be 
great,  if  he  dissents  from  more  general  and  extensive  Being,  or  nrom  Uni- 
versal Being ;  he  is  the  more  odious  for  his  greatness,  because  the  dissent 
or  contradiction  to  Being  in  general  is  so  much  the  greater,  tt  is  more 
grating  to  see  much  Being  dissent  from  Being  than  to  see  Utt&e  (  and  his 
greatness,  or  the  quantity  of  Being  he  partakes  of^  does  notiiiDg  tofwardn 
bettering  his  disBent  from  Being  in  general^  because  thecie  is  nopnportioB 
between  Fuilte  Being,  however  great,  and  Universal  Being. 

CorolL  1.  Hence  it  b  impossible  that  God  should  be  any  otheiwisei» 
than  excellent ;  for  he  is  the  Infinite,  Universal  and  All*comprehendtn^  Ex* 
istence.  < 

2.  Hence  God  infinitdly  loves  himself,  beeanse  his  Bmg  is  ininito.- 
He  is  in  himself,  if  I  may  so  say,  an  Infinite  Quantity  of  Exigence. 

3.  Hence  wejlearn  one  reason,  why  persons,  who  view  DeatluBerdy  as 
Annihilation,  have  a  great  abhorrence  of  it,  though  they  live  a  vw  affict- 

* 

'  [63.]  Sensible  Things,  by  virtue  of  the  harmony  and  proportion  that  is 
seen  in  them,  carry  the  appearance  of  perceiving  and  willing  neing.  iThey 
evidently  show  at  first  blush,  the  action  and  governing  of  understanding 
and  volition.  The  Notes  of  a  tune  or  the  strokes  of  ai^acute  penmao^fbr 
instance,  are  placed  in  such  exact  order,  having  such  mutual  respect,  one> 
to  another,  that  they  carry  with  them,  into  the  mind  of  him  that  sees  or 
hears,  the  conception  of  an  understanding  and  will  exerting  itself  in  theses 
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ippeftrtiiMefl ;  and  were  it  not  that  we,  by  reflection  atid  reasoning,  ate  led  to 
an  extrinsic  intelligence  and  will,  that  was  the  cause,  it  would  seem  to  be  in 
the  Notes  and  Strokes  themselves.  They  would  appear  like  a  society  of 
so  many  perceivincr  beings,  sweetly  agreemg  together.  I  can  conceive  of 
no  other  reason  why  EqwM^  and  Proportion^  should  be  pleasing  to  him 
that  perceives,  but  only  that  it  has  an  appearance  of  Consent. 

[04.]  ExcKLLBNcT  may  be  distributed  into  OreoMeii  and  B«au^.  The 
fbrmer  is  the  Degree  of  JBeing;  the  latter  is  Being's  Consent  to  Being. 

[49.]  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  mere  perception  of  Beinj^  is 
agreeable  toperceiving  Being,  as  well  as  well  as  Bemj?*8  consent  to  Bemg. 
If  absolute  Being  were  not  agreeable  to  perceiving  Being,  the  contradic- 
tion of  Bein^r  to  Being  would  not  be  unpleasant.  Hence  there  is  in  the 
mind  an  inclmation  to  perceive  the  thmgs  that  are,  or  the  Desire  of  Truth. 
The  d[erciseof  this  disposition  of  the  soul,  to  a  high  degree,  is  the  passion 
of  admiration.  When  the  mindbeholds  a  very  uncommon  object,  there  is 
the  pleasure  of  a  new  perception,  with  the  excitation  of  the  appetite  of 
knowing  more  of  it,  as  the  causes  and  manner  of  production  and  the  like, 
and  the  uneasiness  arising  ft-om  its  being  so  hidden.  These  compose  that 
emotion  called  AdnUraHon. 

[4i.]  EXCELLENCE,  t.  When  we  spake  of  Excellence  in  Bodies, 
we  were  obliged  to  borrow  the  Word,  Consmt,  from  Spiritual  thin^ ;  but 
Excdlence  in  and  among  Spirits  m  in  its  prime  and  proper  Sense,  Being's 
consent  to  Beinjr.  There  is  no  other  proper  consent  but  that  of  Mndt^ 
even  of  their  WiU;  which,  when  it  is  of  Hinds  towards  Minds,  it  is  Love^ 
and  when  of  Minds  towards  other  things,  it  is  Choice.  Wherefore  all  the 
Primary  and  Original  beauty  or  excellence,  that  is  among  Minds,  is  Love ; 
and  into  this  may  all  be  resolved  that  is  found  amon^  them. 

2.  When  we  spake  of  External  excellency,  we  said,  that  Being^e  coneeal 
io  Being;,  must  needs  be  agreeable  to  Perceitfing  Being.  But  now  we  are 
n>eakin^  of  Spiritual  things,  we  may  change  the  phrase,  and  say,  that 
Jlind'i  Joffe  to  JlUnd  must  needs  be  lovely  to  Beholding  Mnd ;  and  Being's 
love  to  Being,  in  gene.ral,  must  needs  be  agreeable  to  Being  that  perceives 
it,  because  itself  b  a  participation  of  Being,  in  general. 

3.  As  to  the  proportion  of  this  Love ; — to  greater  Spirits,  more,  and  ta 
less,  le8s;-^it  is  beautiful,  as  it  is  a  manifestation  of  love  to  Spirit  or  Being 
in  general.  And  the  want  of  this  proportion  is  a  deformity,  because  it  is  a 
manifestation  of  a  defect  of  such  a  love.  It  shows  that  it  is  not  Being,  in 
genera],  bat  something  else,  that  is  loved,  when  love  is  not  in  proportion 
to  the  Extensiveness  and  Excellence  of  Being. 

4.  Seeing  Ood  has  so  plainly  revealed  himself  to  us ;  and  other  minds 
are  made  in  his  ima^,  and  are  emanations  from  him ;  we  may  judge  what 
18  the  Excellence  of  other  minds,  by  what  is  hi^,  which  we  have  shown  is 
Love.  His  Infinite  Beauty,  is  His  Infinite  mutual  Love  of  Himself.  Now 
God  is  the  Prime  and  Original  Being,  the  First  and  Last,  and  the  Pat- 
tern of  dtt,  and  has  the  sum  of  all  perfection.  Wc  may  therefore,  doubtless, 
eonckide,  that  all  that  is  the  perfection  of  Spirits  may  be  resolved  into  that 
which  is  God's  perfbction,  which  is  Love. 

5.  There  are  several  degrees  of  deformity  or  disagreeableness  of  disseiit 
fVora  Being.  One  is,  when  there  is  only  merely  a  dissent  from  Being. 
Thw  is  dm^eeable  to  Being,  (for  Perceiving  Being  only  is  properly 
Being.)  Still  more  disagreeable  is  a  disaenl  to  very  excellent  Be- 
ing, or,  as  we  have  explained,  to  a  Beiof  that  ^oTiS^^^^^  a  high  decree  to 
Being,  because  such  a  Being  by  such  a  consent  vncotnes  Vigger ;  and  a  dis* 
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-ielitiogfrom  such  a  Being  Utckdea,  aleM  dkwnUng  from  what  he  eoDBento 
with,  which  is  other  Beings,  or  Being  in  ^neral.  Another  defonnity,  thmt 
is  more  odious  than  mere  dissent  from  Bewg,  is,  for  a  Beinj  to  dissent  fToni« 
or  not  to  consent  with,  a  Being  who  consents  with  his  Being.  It  is  a  iiaa- 
nifesUtion  of  a  greater  dissent  from  Beingthan  ordinary ;  for  the  Bein^ 
perceiving,  knows  that  it  is  natural  to  Being,  to  consent  with  wl»»t 
consents  with  it,  as  we  have  shown.  It  therefore  manifests  an  extraordi- 
nary dissent,  that  consent  to  itself  will  not  draw  its  consent.  The  defor- 
mity, for  the  same  reason,  is  greater  still,  if  there  be  dissent  from  consent- 
ing Being.  There  are  such  contrarieties  and  jars  in  Being,  as  must  neces- 
tfarily  produce  jarring  and  horror  in  perceiving  Being. 

6.  Dissent  from  such  Beings,  if  that  be  their  fixed  nature,  is  a  manifes- 
tation of  Consent  to  Being  in  general ;  for  consent  to  Being  is  dissent  fron 
that,  which  dissents  from  Being. 

7.  Wherefore  all  Virtue,  which  is  the  Exoellency  of  minds,  is  resolved 
into  Lffot  to  Bang  ;  and  nothing  is  virtuous  or  beautinil  in  Smrits,  any  other- 
wise than  as  it  is  an  exercise,  or  fruit,  or  manifestation,  of  this  love;  and  no- 
thing is  sinful  or  deformed  in  Spirits,  but  as  it  b  the  defect  of,  or  contrary 
to,  Sese. 

8.  Whien  we  speak  of  Bein^  in  general,  we  may  be  understood  of  the 
Divine  Being,  for  he  is  an  Infinite  oeiog :  therefore  all  others  must  neces- 
sarily be  considered  as  nothing.  As  to  Bodies^  we  have  shown  in  another 
place,  that  they  hsve  no  proper  Being  of  their  own.  And  at  toSpirtlt, 
they  are  the  communications  of  the  Great  Original  Spirit;  and  douotlesi, 
in  metaphysical  strictness  and  propriety,  He  is,  as  there  is  none  else.  He 
islikewise  Infinitely  Excellent,  and  all  Excellence  and  Beauty  is  deiived 
from  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  all  Being.  And  all  other  Elxcdlence,  is. 
in  strictness  only,  a  shadow  of  his.  We  proceed,  therefore,  to  show  how 
all  Spiritual  Excellence  is  resolved  into  Love. 

9.  As  to  God's  Excellence,  it  is  evident  it  consists  in  the  Love  ofhtm- 
9tlf;  for  be  was  as  excellent,  before  he  created  the  Universe,  as  he  is  now. 
But  if  the  Excellence  of  Spirits  consists  in  their  disposition  and  action, 
God  could  be  excellent  no  other  way  at  that  time ;  for  all  the  exertions  of 
himself  were  towards  himself.  But  he  exerts  himself  towards  himself,  no 
other  way,  than  in  infinitely  loving  and  delighting  in  himself;  in  the  mu- 
tual love  of  the  Father  and  the  Son.  This  makes  the  Third,  the  Person* 
al  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  Holiness  of  God,  which  is  his  Infinite  Beauty ; 
and  this  is  God's  Infinite  Consent  to  Being  in  general.  And  hiaiove  to 
the  creature  is  his  Excellencie,  or  the  communication  of  Himself,  ius^^m- 
placency  in  them,  accordiug  as  they  partake  of  more  or  less  of  ExceUence 
and  beauty,  that  is  of  holiness,  (which  consists  in  love ;)  that  is  according 
as  he  communicates  more  or  less  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

10.  As  to  that  Excellence,  that  Created  Spirits  partake  of;  that  it  is 
all  to  be  resolved  mto  Love,  none  will  doubt,  that  knows  what  b  the 
Sum  of  the  Ten  Commandments ;  or  believes  what  the  Apostle  says.  That 
Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law ;  or  what  Chrbt  savs,  That  on  these  two, 
loving  God  and  our  neighbor,  han^all  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  Thb 
doctrme  is  oflen  repeated  in  the  New  Testament.  We  are  told  that  the 
End  of  the  Commandment  b  Love ;  that  to  Love,  b  to  fulfil  the  Royal 
Law ;  and  that  all  the  Law  b  fulfilled  in  this  one  word.  Love. 

11.  I  know  of  no  difficulties  worth  insbtinff  on,  except  pertaining  to 
the  spiritual  excellence  of  Justice ;  but  enough  has  been  said  ailready  to  re« 
solve  them.  Though  Injustice  b  the  greatest  of  all  deformitlesi,  yet  Jus- 
tice is  no  otherwise  excellent,  than  as  it  is  the  exercise,  fruit  and  manifes- 
tation of  the  mind's  love  or  consent  to  Being;  nor  Injustice  deformed  any 
otherwise,  than  as  it  b  the  highest  degree  of  the  contrary.    Io|Mtice  m 
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iMt  to  exert  ounelves  towards  any  Being  as  it  deserves,  or  to  do  it  eontra* 
ry  to  what  it  deservet,  in  doins  ffood  or  evil,  or  in  acts  of  Consent  or  Dis- 
sent. There  are  two  ways  of  cteserving  oar  Consent,  and  the  acts  of  it : 
(By  deserving  any  thing,  we  are  to  understand  thcU  the  ncUUre  of  being  re- 
quiretU:)  By  extensiveness  and  excellence ;  and  hy  consent  to  that  par- 
ticular heing.  The  reason  of  the  deformity  of  not  proportioning  oor  con- 
sent, and  the  exercise  of  it,  may  he  seen  m  paragraphM  3  and  5.  As  te 
the  beauty  of  Vindictive  Justice,  see  paragraph  6. 

13.  'Tis  peculiar  to  God,  that  he  has  beauty  unthin  Mnue^,  consisting 
in  Being's  consenting  with  his  own  Being,  or  the  love  of  himself,  in  his 
own  Holy  Spirit.  Whereas  the  excellence  of  others  is  in  loving  others^ 
in  loving  Cod,  and  in  the  communications  of  his  Spirit. 

13.  We  shall  be  in  danger,  when  we  meditate  on  this  love  of  God  to 
himself,  as  being  the  thing  wherein  his  infinite  excellence  and  loveliness 
consists,  of  some  alloy  to  the  sweetness  of  our  view,  by  its  appearing 
with  something  of  the  aspect  and  cast  of  what  we  call  self  love.  But  we 
af e  to  consider  that  this  love  includes  in  it,  or  rather  is  the  same  as,  a  love 
to  every  thing,  as  they  are  all  communications  of  himself.  So  that  we  are 
to  conceive  of  Divine  Excellence  as  the  Infinite  General  Love,that  which 
reaches  all,  proportionally,  with  perfect  purity  and  sweetness ;  vea,  it  in- 
cludes the  true  Love  of  all  creatures,  for  that  is  his  Spirit,  or  which  is  the 
sane  thing,  his  Love.  And  if  we  take  notice,  when  we  are  in  the  best 
frames  meditating  on  Divine  Excellence,  our.ideh.  of  that  tranquility  and 
peace,  which  seems  to  be  overspiead  and  cast  abroad  upon  the  whole 
Earth,  and  Universe,  naturally  dissolves  itself,  into  the  idea  of  a  General 
Love  and  Delight,  every  where  diffused. 

14.  Conscience  is  that  Sense  the  ^lindhasofihis  Consent:  Which  Sense 
consists  in  the  Consent  of  the  Perceiving  Being,  to  such  a  General  Con- 
sent ;  (that  )s  of  such  perceiving  Beings,  as  are  capable  of  so  general  a  per- 
ception, as  to  have  any  notion  of  Being  in  general ;)  and  the  Dissent  oi  his 
mind  to  a  Dissent  from  Bein^  in  general.  We  have  said  already,  that*it  is 
naturaUy  agreeable  to  Perceiving  Beinff  that  Being  should  consent  to  Be- 
ing, ana  the  contrary  disagreeable.  If  by  any  means,  therefore,  a  parti- 
cular and  restrained  love  overcomes  this  General  Consent  ;-<-the  founda- 
tion of  that  Consent  yet  remaining  in  the  nature,  exerts  itself  again,  so  that 
there  is  the  contradiction  of  one  consent  to  another.  And  as  it  is  naturally 
affreeeable  to  every  being,  to  have  being  consent  to  him ;  the  mind,  after 
ittias  thus  exerted  an  actof  dissent  to  Being  in  general,  has^a  sense  that  Be- 
ing in  general  diwents  from  it,  which  is  most  disagreeable  to  it.  And  as  he 
is  conscious  of  a  dissent  frohi  Universal  Being,  and  of  that  Being's  dissent 
from  him,  wherever  he  is,  he  sees  what  excites  horror^  And  by  inclining  or 
doing  that,  which  is  against  his  natural  inelination  as  a  Perceiving  Being,  he 
must  necessarily  cause  uneasiness,  inasmuth  as  that  natural  inclination  is 
contradicted.  And  this  is  the  Disquiet  of  Conscience.  And,  though  the 
Disposition  be  chan^d,  the  remembrance  of  his  having  so  done  in  time 
past,  and  the  idea  bemg  still  tied  to  that  of  himself,  he  is  uneasy.  The  no- 
tion of  such  a  dissent  any  where,  as  we  have  shown  is  odious ;  but  the  no- 
tion of  its  being  in  himself,  renders  it  uneasy  and  disquieting.  But  when 
there  is  no  sense  of  any  such  dissent  from  Bein^  in  genenu,  theM  is  no 
contradiction  to  the  natural  inclination  of  Perceiving  Being.  And  when 
he  reflects,  he  has  a  sense  that  Being  in  general  doth  not  dissent  from  him; 
and  then  there  is  Peace  of  Conscience ;  though  he  baa  a  remembrance  of 
past  diasentions  with  nature.  Yet  if  by  any  means  it  be  possible,  when  he 
has  the  idea  of  it,  to  conceive  of  it  as  not  bdongii^j.  to  bVm,  he  has  the  same 
Peace.  And  if  he  has  a  sense  not  only  of  his  Uov  Aisse^^St  ^^^  ^^  con* 
senting  to  Being  in  general,  or  Nature,  and  ^cv  !^.  ftccor^n^ly^  be  has  a 
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aense  that  Nature,  in  feaeral,  ooMents  t^  him :  he  hu  not  onljr  Peae9%  hot 
Jb^,  o/*ifimd,  wherever  he  it.  These  things  are  obvionrir  invigorated  by 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  his  Conatitution  ahool  na,  and  by  the  )ight  it 
the  GospeL 

[The  precedinff  articles  were  written  as  comments  on  the  varioua  snb- 
jects  treated  of,  while  the  author  was  studying  the  Elssav  on  the  Human  Un- 
derstanding. It  is  not  improbable  that  ^ome  of  the  later  numbers  were 
written  while  the  author  was  a  tutor  in  College.} 


I. 

NOTES  ON  NATURAL  SCIENCE. 

The  following  hints,  to  guide  himself  in  the  arrangement  of  his  proposed 
work,  are  on  the  first  page  of  the  cover. 

1.  Remember  to  set  down  here,  the  order  in  which  I  woiild  have  the 
particulars  stand ;  a  mark  here  denoting  the  para^aphs. 

2.  To  set  down  this,  and  the  foHowing  propositions,  only  as  postulates, 
m  short,  without  standing  to  prove  them. 

*  3.  To  have^  in  the  besrinning,  Definitions,  as  the  definition  of  an  Atom, 
or  Perfect  SoHd ;  and  what  I  mean  by  a  body  touching  by  points,  touch- 
ing by  lines,  and  touching  by  surfaces. 

4.  Let  there  be  Postulata ;  which  let  be  either  axioms,  or  principles^ 
exceeding  plainly  deduced  from  them. 

5.  Let  there  be  Definitions  and  Postulata,  not  only  at  the  beginning- 
of  the  whole,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  particular  Chapters  and  Sections, 
if  there  is  occasion,  which  postulates  and  definitions  may  be  referred  to 
from  other  parts.  If  it  suits  best,  these  may  be  put  before  even  the  Sec- 
tions, in  the  midst  of  a  Chapter. 

The  following  Rules,  to  direct  him  in  writing  the  Work,  are  on  the  in- 
side page  of  the  cover. 

1 .    Try  not  only  to  silosee,  but  to  gain. 

ft.  To  give  but  few  prefiUorial  adroonitietts  about  the  style  and  method; 
It  doth  an  author  much  hurt  to  show  his  ooncem  in  those  things. 

3«  What  is  prefiitorial,  not  to  write  in  a  distinct  preface,  or  iatrodao^ 
tion,  but  in  the  body  of  the  wovk ;  then  I  shall  be  sore  to  hare  it  read  by 
every  one. 

4«    Let  much  modesty  be  seen  in  the  style. 

6.  Not  to  imert  any  disputable  thing,  or  that  will  be  likehf  to  be  dii» 

Kted  by  leaned  men;  for  I  may  depend  upon  it,  they  will  reeeivwnothhif » 
t  what  is  undeniable,  firom  me ;  that  is,  in  things  exceedingly  beiMe  tm 
ordtaary  way  of  thinking. 
•  <^  [M  iAoH  ka$uL] 

7.  When  I  would  fnrove  any  thing,  to  takespeciri  care  that  tbe  mat* 
ter  be  so  stated,  that  it  shall  be  seen,  most  clearly  and  distinctly,  by  e»eiy 
one,  jnsi  bow  much  I  would  prove ;  and  to  exhieale  all  questions  fron  tbe 
least  cwnftwion  or  ambvuity  of  wofds,  so  that  the  ideas  shall  be  left  nakedl. 

8.  .In  tbe  course  ofreasoninff,  not  to  pretend  any  thing  to  be  vamm 
eertain,  thta  every  one  will  plaixuy  see  it  4s,  by  such  iexprossloBs  asy— it 
ia  eettainr^^It  is  undeniable/--etc 

9.  To  be  very  moderate  in  tbe  use  of  terns  of  att.    LctitoetbM>kai^ 
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if  I  was  much  read^  or  wasconversaQt  with  books,  or  with  the  learned 
world. 

10.  In  the  method  of  placing  things^  the  ^t  respect  is  to  be  had  to 
the  easiness  and  intelligibleness,  the  deamess  and  certainty,  and  the  con- 
nexion and  dependence  of  other  things  upon  them. 

11.  Never  to  dispute  for  things,  after  that  I  cannot  handsomely  re- 
treat, upon  conviction  of  the  contrary. 

12.  In  writing,  let  there  be  much  compliance  with  the  reader's  weak*- 
ness,  and  according  to  the  rules  in  the  Ladies'  Library,  Vol.  I.  p.  340,  and 
Sequel. 

13*  Let  there  be  always  laid  down  as  many  Lemmata,  or  preparatory 
propositions,  as  are  necessary,  to  make  the  consequent  proposition  clear 
and  perspicuous. 

14.  n  hen  the  proposition  allows  it,  let  there  be  confirming  Corollaries 
and  Inferences,  for  tne  confirmation  of  what  had  been  betore  said  and 
proved. 

15.  Oltentimee  it  suits  the  sul^ject  and  reasoning*  best,  to  explain  by 
way  of  objection  and  answer,  after  the  manner  of  Dialogue. 

16.  Always,  when  I  have  occasion,,  to  make  use  of  maiheroaticel 
proofs.    [The  rut  in  short  hand.}  % 

17.  [In  ihoH  hand.] 

18.  If  I  publish  these  propositions^ — [the  rest  m  short  hand.] 
19  and  20,  tit  fAoH  Aom/. 


OF  THE  PREJUDICES  OF  THE  IMAGINATION. 

Lemma  to  the  whole  : 

Of  all  prejudices,  no  one  so  fights  with  Natural  Philosophy,  and  prevails 
more  against  it,  than  those  of  the  imagination.    It  is  these,  which  make 
the  vu&ir  so  roar  out,  upon  the  mention  of  some  very  rational  philosophi- 
cal truths.    And  mdeed  I  have  known  of  some  very  learned  men,  that  ha¥ft 
protended  to  a  more  than  ordinary  freedom  from  such  prejudices^  so  over* 
come  by  them,  that,  merely  because  of  them,  they  have  behoved  things 
most  absurd.    And  truly  I  hardly  know  of  any  other  prejudices,  that  are 
more  powerftil  against  truth  of  any  ki^di  than  those ;  and  I  believe  they 
will  not  give  the  hand  to  any  in  any  case,  except  to  those  arising  from  out 
ruling  self-interest,  or  the  impetuosity  of  human  passions.    And  there  is 
very  good  reason  for  it ;  for  opmions,  ariising  from  imagination,  take  us  as 
soon  as  we  are  horn,  are  beat  into  us  by  every  act  of  sensation,  and  so  grow 
up  with  us  irom  our  very  births,  and  by  that  means  grow  into  us  so  fast, 
that  \%  is  almost  impossible  to  root  them  out ;  beings  as  it  were,  so  incorpo- 
rated with  our  very  minds,  that  whatsoever  is  objected  contrary  thereun- 
to, is^aa  if  it  were  oi:?sonant  to  the  very  constitution  of  then).    Hence  men 
come  to  make  what  they  can  actually  perceive  by  their  senses,  or  by  im- 
mediate and  outside  reflection  into  their  own  souls,  the  standard  of  possi- 
bility «|d  impossibility ;  so  that  there  must  be  no  body,  forsooth,  bigger 
than  they  can  conceive  of,  or  less  than  they  can  see  with  their  eyes  -.  no 
motvm,  either  much  swifter,  or  slower,  than  they  can  imagine.     As  to  the 
greatness,  and  distances  of  bodies,  the  learned  wotW  have  preltv  weWcoiv- 
ouered  their  imagination,  with  respect  to  them  •  neitber  w\U  any  Y>oOiy  * 
flatly  deny,  that  it  is  poiSsible  for,  bodies  to  be  of  ..qv  degree  of  \>\ga«j»  tivBX 
can  be  mentioned;*  yet  imaginations  of  this  kij^^   *jvotcv§  Wi^\^w(XwVivcwi- 
selves,  even  of  this  learned  age,  have  a  very  J^>    p-{^^V»^«^V^IA^^^^^^^'* 
cause  them,  either  to  reject  thmgs  really  trw^^vJ^^o^ow^.,  oivoewo'^'^ 
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tboee  that  are  truly  so.    Thus  some  men  will  yet  say,  they  cannot  con^. 
ceive,  how  the  Fixed  Stars  can  be  so  distant  as  that  the  Earth's  annual 
revolution  should  cause  no  parallax  among  them,  and  so  are  almost  ready 
to  fall  back  into  antiquated  Ptolemy  his  system,  merely  to  ease  their  ima* 
gination. — ^Thus  also,  on  the  other  hand,  a  very  learned  roan  and  aaga- 
cious  astronomer,  upon  consideration  of  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  visible 
i  part  of  the  universe,  has,  in  the  extacy  of  his  imagination,  been  hurried  on 
t  to  pronounce  the  universe  infihite;  which  I  may  say,  out  of  veneration, 
I  was  beneath  such  a  man  as  he.    As  if  it  were  any  more  an  argument,  be- 
^  cause  what  he  could  see  of  the  universe  were  so  big,  as  he  was  assured  it 
was.    And  suppose  he  had  discovered  the  invisible  universe,  so  vast  as  it 
is,  to  be  as  a  globule  of  water  to  another  Univcirse;  the  case  is  the  same ; 
as  if  it  would  have  been  any  more  of  an  argument,  that  that  larger  Uni- 
verse was  infinite,  than  if  the  visible  part  thereof  were  no  bigger  than 
a  particle  of  the  water  of  this.    I  think  one  is  no  nearer  to  infinite  than 
the  other. 

To  remedy  this  prejudice,  I  Mill,  as  the  best  method  I  can  think  of,  de*- 
Bionstrate  two  or  three  Physical  Theorems;  which,  I  believe,  if  they  are 
clearly  understood,  will  put  every  man  clean  out  of  conceit  with  his  imagi- 
jiation :  in  order  whereunto,  these  two  are  prerequisite. 

PRELIM TNA&r   PROPOSITIONS. 

Prop.  I.  There  is  no  degree  oftmftnesi  ofnudUm  whatever^  btU  what  is 
poeiible. 

That  you  may  not  doubt  of  this,  suppose  any  long  piece  of  matter  tm 
move  round  any  point  or  centre,  to  which  one  end  shall  be  fixed.  With  any 
given  degree  of  velocity.  Now  that  part  of  this  piece  of  matter,  that  is 
mthest  from  the  centre,  to  which  one  end  is  fixed,  must  move  swiftest. 
And  then  suppose  this  piece  of  matter  to  be  lengthened  out,  and  that  part 
<^it,  that  moved  swiftest  before,  to  move  on  stul  with  the  same  degree  of 
velocity.  It  is  evident,  that  the  farther  end  now  moves  swifter  than  the 
ftrther  end  did  before,  by 'so  much  as  the  piece  of  matter  is  longer.  And 
suppose  it  to  be  made  longer  still,  the  farther  end  moves  still  just  so  much 
swifter:  so  that,  as  the  parcel  of  matter  can  be  protracted  to  any  degree  of 
length  whatsoever,  so  tne  farther  end  of  It  oan  be  moved  with  any  degree 
of  swiftness  whatsoever,  so  that  there  is  no  degree  of  swiftness  whatsoever 
but  what  is  possible. 

Prop.  2.     There  may  he  bodies  of  any  infinite  degree  of  imaUne$$. 

Let  two  perfect  spheres,  A  and  B,  touch  each  other  in  some  point  of 
their  surfaces  at  I.  It  is  evident  that  there  can  be  a  globule 
of  matter  just  so  big  as  to  reach  fVoro  the  surfkce  of  one 
sphere  to  the  surface  of  the  other  sphere,  at  any  given  equal 
distance  in  each  sphere,  from  the  point  of  contact  I,  suppose 
at  0  and  g^  whether  the  spheres  be  greater  or  smaller.  Since 
therefore  the  distance  og,  from  the  surface  of  one  sphere  to 
that  of  the  other,  is  less,  according  as  the  spheres  are  great- 
er, and  since  the  touching  spheres  can  be  of  &ny  degree  of 
magnitude,  and  sinoecsnseouently  the  distance  o  r  can  be  of 
any  degree  of  smallness,  ana  since  the  body,  that  mis  up  that 
distance,  is  small  accordingly,  it  follows  that  there  can  be  a  body  of  any 
degree  of  smallncss. 

N.  B.  This  1  take  to  be  all  that  is  meant  by  the  divisibility  of  matter, 
m  inftniium. 

Prop.  3.  That  it  is  possible  for  a  body,  as  small  as  a  ray  of  light,  to  stril^e 
the  surface  of  a  body  as  big  as  the  earth,  or  any  indefinite  inagnit(ide»  sup- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOTES   ON  WtMmnUl*   SCISNCE. 


TW 


pfmug  it  to  be  hard  enough  to  boM  tbe  stroke,  so  as  to  impel  it  along  with 
auT  indefinite  deme  of  swiftness. 

Let  the  laws  of  gravity  and  motioa  be  mentioned ;  and  let  it  be  a  postn- 
latnm  inserted,  that  these  laws  hold  universatty,  in  all  bodies,  great  or 
small,  at  bow  great  distance  soever,  and  however  dispreportionate. 

PoffaMuM  1.  In  every  b<^y,  or  part  of  a  body,  however  small,  there  is 
s  middle,  between  the  two  extremes  of  that  bodv,  or  that  part  of  a  body. 

Poduimtim  2.  .  That  there  may  be  bodies  of  any  indefinite  dc^free  of 
smalfaiess.    That -is,  in  any  of  these  infinite  divisions  of  matter,  it  is  poesi- 
ble  that  matter,  or  body,  may  extend  so  far  as  the  extremes  of  that  part,and 
no  farther;  and  then  that  part  will  be  a  distinct  body.    For  instasee :  Let 
the  body,  A  B,be  by  you  supposed  to  be  as  small,  as  it  is  possible  y|^^ 
for  a  body  to  be :  no  doabt  but  there  is  a  middle  between  the  two      M 
extremes  of  that  body,  how  smaM  soever  it  be,  as  at  C.    Now*we  CH 
mean,  that  it  is  possible  that  matter  may  not  extend  any  Airther,  ^|    | 
than  to  the  extremes  of  the  half  of  that  body,  or  only  fVom  B  to  C.  B 
So  that  it  is  possible,  that  there  may  be  a  body  smaller  thaif  A  B,  however 
small  that  is. 

PosCttloteni  3.  That  there  is  no  degree  of  swiftness  of  motion,  but  what 
is  poesilde.    For  instance,  suppose  the  body,  A  B,  to  be  fixed  j^ 

at  the  point  B,  and  to  move  round  the  point  B,  in  an  hour.  y^ 

If  the  body,  A  B,  be  made  as  long  again,  yet  it  is  possible  it         yy 
may  be  moved  reund  in  an  hour:  so  let  it  be  made  never  se       j^ 
lonSr.    Thus  it  is  manifest,  that  the  kiager  it  is,  tbe  swifter    >v^ 
doth  the  ftirther  extreme  move.  B>^ 

PottuUdmn  4.  That  the  separating  of  bodies,  or  the  parts  of  bodies, 
which  touch  each  other,  is  always  by  Divulsion,  or  falling  asunder.    That 

is,  if,  of  the  body,  A  B,  the  parts,  A  C,  C  D,  be  sepa-    C 

rated,  it  must  be  by  a  force,  pulling  one  firom  the  other.  A I  T         "In 

It  cannot  be  by  protnuion  ;  because  nothing  can  be 
between  them  at  thai  terypiact,  where  they  touch,  before  they  are  separa- 
ted.   Thus,  if  we  suppose  them  to  be  separated,  by  the  driving  in  of  a 
wedge  at  C ;  yet  the  parts  must  be  first  separated,  before  the  wedge 
could  get  between  them.    Not  but  that  protrusion,  or  impulsion,  in 
another  place,  might  cause  the  divulsion  in 
that.   Or,  if  WH  suppose  the  part  of  the  body, 
A  D,  to  be  broken  thus— let  the  two  ends, 
A  and  D,  be  laid  on  two  other  bodies  O  and 
H.  and  broken  by  the  striking  of  the  body  O 
in  the  middle  at  C.    Even  then  it  is  mani' 
fest,tbat  the  parts  A  C  and  C  D  were  pall- 
ed asunder :  the  extreme,  e,  of  A  C,  was 
pulled  fVom  the  extreme,  A  of  C.  D.    This 
is  all  that  I  mean  by  Divulsion. 

PoktuUOum  5.  A  body  every  where  in  every  ot  her  respect  equal,  if  there 
be  a  possibility  of  separating  the  parts,  may  be  x        M 

rtost  easily  separated  where  it  is  least.    For  in-      r — — ,*i— p2; 
stance,  the  body,  I  K,  may  be  more  easily  pulled  J       _^.X!_      l'^ 
in  two  at  L  than  at  M.  And  it  is  least,  where  it  is      ^ —  — ^ 

most  easily  separated. 

PoHuhUtm  6.  If  the  parts  of  a  given  body,  tti^x  be  separated  by  a  giveii 
degree  of  fi>rce;  the  same  body,  retaining  the  Ba.dc  de^^  df  \naepatab\e- 
ness,  or  another  body  with  an  equal  degree  of  i  gpataVA®^«^»  wm  ever- 
more be  separated  when  that  degree  of  force  U      Juc^.       ,       v  ^      i.v 

Podutatum  7.    Every  body,  and  every  part     ^w\<  ^  Y^ti^^^^tf^^'^^^^ 
and  thickness.  ^i5\>0^- 

Vol.  I.  89 
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OF  BEING.  ^ 

That  there  should  absolutely  be  Nothing  at  all,  b  utterly  impoanble. 
The  miiid,  lei  it  stretch  its  conoeptioBs  ever  so  far,  can  never  so  much  as 
bring  itself  to  conceive  of  a  state  of  perfect  Nothing.  It  puts  the  mind 
into  mere  convulsion  and  confusion,  to  think  of  such  a  state :  and  itcon- 
tradicts  the  very  nature  of  the  soul,  to  think  that  such  a  state  should  be. 
It  is  the  matest  of  contradictions,  and  the  aggregate  of  aU  contradictions^ 
to  Mjr  that  THiicG  should  not  be.  It  is  true,  we  eannot  so  distinctly 
show  the  contradiction  in  words ;  because  we  cannot  talk  about  it,  with- 
out speaking  sUrk  nonsense,  and  contradicting  ourselves  at  every  word  : 
and  because  Nothing  is  that,  whereby  we  distinctly  show  other  parUcular 
contradictions.  But  here  we  are  run  up  to  our  first  principle,  and  have 
no  other  to  explain  the  nothingness,  or  not  being  of  Nothing  by.  In- 
deed we  catf  mean  nothing  else  by  Nothing,  but  a  state  of  absolute  con- 
tradiction; and  if  any  man  thinks,  that  he  can  eonceiye  well  enough  how 
there  should  be  Nothing,  I  will  engage,  that  what  he  means  by  Nothings 
is  as  much  Something,  as  any  thinff  that  he  ever  thought  of  in  his  life;  and  I 
believe,  that  if  he  kj^w  what  Nothing  was,  it  would  be  intuitively  evident 
to  him  that  it  could  not  be.— Thue  we  see  it  is  necessar^r  that  some  being 
should  eternally  be.  Audit  is  a  more  palpable  contradiction  stall  to  say, 
that  there  must  be  Bdng  somewhere,  and  not  otherwhere,  hr  the  words 
Abtolute  Mthingi  and  JVherey  contradict  each  other.  And,  besides,  it 
gives  as  great  a  shock  to  the  mind,  to  think  of  pure  Nothing  being  in  any 
9ne  place,  as  it  does  to  think  ^  it  in  all  pltsces:  and  it  is  sclf-eyident,  that 
there  can  be  Nothing  in  one  place,  as  well  as  in  another ;  and  if  there  eaa 
be  in  one,  there  can  be  all.  So  that  we  see  that  this  Necessary,  Eternal 
Being  must  be  Infinite  and  Omnipresent. 

Tms  Infinite  and  Omnipresent  being  cannot  be  solid.  Let  us  see  how 
contradictory  it  is,  to  say  that  an  Infii^te  being  is  solid;  for  solidity  surely 
is  nothing,  but  resistance  to  other  solidities.— Space  is  this  necessary, 
eternal,  infinite,  and  omnipresent  being.  We  find  that  we  can,  with  ease* 
conceive  how  all  other  beings  should  not  be.  We  can  remove  them  out  of 
our  minds,  and  place  some  other  in  the  room  of  them :  but  Space  is  the 
Tery  thing,  that  we  can  never  remove,  and  conceive  of  its  not  being.  If  a 
man  would  imagine  Space  any  where  to  be  divided,  so  as  there  should  be 
nothing  between  the  divided  parts,  there  remains  Space  between,  not- 
withstanding, and  so  the  tnaa  contradicts  himself.  And  it  is  self-evident  I 
believe  to  every  man,  that  Space  is  necessary,  eternal,  infinite  and  omnipre- 
sent. But  1  had  as  ffood  speak  plain:  I  have  already  said.as  much  as,  that 
Space  is  God.  And  it  is  indeed  clear  to  me,  that  all  the  Space  there  is, 
not  proper  to  body,  all  the  Space  there  is  without  the  boonds  of  Crea- 
tion, all  the  Space  there  was  before  the  Creation,  is  God  himself;  and  na 
body  would  in  the  least  pick  at  it,  if  it  were  not  because  of  the  grow 
conceptions,  that  we  have  of  Space. 

A  state  of  absolute  nothing  is  a  state  of  absolute  contradiction.  Abso- 
lute nothing  is  the  aggregate  of  all  the  contradictions  in  the  world:  a 
state,  wherein  there  is  neither  body,  nor  spirit,  ner  space,  neither  empty 
space  nor  fiill  space,  neither  little  nor  great,  narrow  nor  broad,  neither  in- 
finite space  nor  finite  space,  not  even  a  mathematical  point,  neither  up  nor 
down,  neither  north  nor  south,  (I  do  not  mean,  as  it  is  with  respect  to  the 
body  of  the  earth,  or  some  other  great  body,)  but  no  contrary  points,  posi- 
tions or  directions,  no  such  thin^  as  either  here  or  there,  this  way  or  that 
way,  or  any  way.  When  we  ^  about  to  form  an  idea  of  perfect  Nothing, 
we  most  shut  out  all  these  thmgs:  we  must  shut  out  of  our  minds  b^t 
space  that  has  something  in  it«  and  space  that  has  nothing  in  it.  We 
must  not  allow-  purselves  to  think  of  the  least  part  of  Space,  be  it  ever  so 
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UnalU  Nor  nrast  we  safier  our  tbou^hto  to  take  stnctiiaiy  in  a  niMlie* 
matical point*  Wheti  go  to  expel  betoff  oat  of  our  tboufltts,  we  muat 
%e  careral  not  to  teave  empty  space  in  5ie  room  of  it;  and  when  we  go 
•  to  expel  emptiness  from  our  thoughts,  we  must  not  think  to  squeeze  it  out 
by  any  thing  ckiee,  hard  and  solid ;  hot  we  must  think  of  the  same,  that 
the  sloepinfl  rocks  do  dream  of;  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  get  a  oompleie 
idea  of  Nothing. 

When  we  go  to  enquire,  Whether  or  no,  there  can  be  absolutely  No- 
,  thing  ?  we  utter  nonsense,  in  so  enquiring.  The  stating  of  the  question  is 
nonsense;  because  we  make  a  diFjonction  where  there  is  none.  Either 
Being,  or  absolute  Nothing,  b  no  diq  unction ;  no  more  than  whether  a 
triangle  is  a  triangle,  or  not  a  triangle.  There  is  no  other  way,  but  only 
fbr  there  to  be  enptence :  there  is  no  such  thing,  as  absolute  Nothing* 
There  is  such  a  thing,*  as  Nothing,  with  respect  to  this  ink  and  paper.: 
there  is  such  a  thing,  as  Nothing,  with  respect  to  you  and  me ;  there  is 
such  a  thing,  as  Nothing,  with  respect  to  this  globe  of  earth,  and  with  re- 
epect  to  this  Universe.  There  is  another  way,  beside  these  things,  hair- 
ing existence ;  but  there  is  no  such  things,  as-^otbing,  with  respect  to  En- 
tity, or  Being,  absolutely  considered.  We  do  not  know  what  we  say,  if 
we  say,  that  we  think  it  possible  in  itself,  that  there  should  not  be  Entitv* 

And  llaw  doth*  it  grate  upon  the  mind,  to  think  that  Something  ahoaii 
he  from  all  eternity,  and  yet  Nothing  all  the  while  be  consdons  of  it  To 
illustrate  this :  Let  us  suppose  ttiat  the  World  had  a  being  from  all  eter^ 
nity,  and  had  many  great  changes,  a&d  wonderful  revolutions,  and  all  the 
while  Nething  knew  it,  there  was  no  knowledge  in  the  Universe  of  any 
such  thing.  How  is  it  possible  to  bring  the  mind  to  imagine  this?  Yea, 
it  is  really  impossible  it  should  be,  that  any  thin^  shquld  exist,  and  No- 
thing  know  it*  Then  you  will  m9lj^  If  it  be  so,  it  is,  because  Nothing  has 
any  existence  but  in  conscaousness:  No,  certainly,  no  where  else,  Irat  ei- 
ther in  created  or  uncreated  consciousness. 

Suppose  there  were  anotiier  Universe,  merelv  of  bodies,  created  at  a 
great  metance  from  this;  created  in  exceUent  order,  harmonious  motions,, 
and  a  beautiful  variety ;  and  there  was  no  created  intelligence  in  it,  no- 
thing but  senseless  bodies,  and  nothing  but  God  knew  any  thin^  of  it.  I 
demand  where  dse  that  Universe  would  have  a  being,  but  only  m  the  Di 
vine  oonsdousness?.  Certainly,  in  no  other  respect.  There  would  be 
figures,  and  magnitudes,  and  motions,  and  proportions ;  but  where,  where 
dSe,  except  in  the  Almighty's  knowledge?  How  is  it  possible  there 
■should?— But  then  you  will  say.  For  the  same  reasbn,  in  a  room  closely 
shot  up,  which  nobody  sees,  there  is  nothing,  except  in  God's  knowledge. 
^^I  answer.  Created  beinp  are  conscious  of  the  effects  of  what  is  in  the 
room ;  for,  perhwps,  there  is  not  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  nor  a  mire  of  grass,  but 
what  produces  enects,  aU  over  the  Universe,  and  wiU  produce  them,  to  the 
end  of  eternity.  But  any  otherwise,  there  is  nothing  in  a  room  so  shut 
op,  but  only  in  Grod's  consciousness.  How  can  any  thing  be  there,  any 
ether  way  ?  TMs  will  appear  to  be  truly  so,  to  any  one  who  thinks  of  it, 
with  the  whole  united  strength  of  his  mind.  Let  us  supoose,  for  illustra- 
tion, this  impossibility ,.that  all  the  spirits  in  the  Universe  were,  for  a  thne, 
deprived  of  their  consciousness)  and  that  God's  consciousness,  at  the  same 
time,  were  to  be  intermitted.  I  say  the  Universe,  fbr  that  time,  would 
cease  to  be,  of  itself:  and  this  not  merely,  as  we  speak,  because  the  Al- 
mighty could  not  attend  to  uphold  it ;  but  becauee  God  could  know  no- 
thing of  it.  It  is  our  foolish  imagination,  that  will  not  Buffer  us  to  see  it. 
We  mncy  there  may  be  figures  and  maj^itud^g  xel*^^*^^  and  propettieB, 
without  any  one  knowing  of  it.  But  it  is  oq^  *  VtfiJ^*-^^  ^^^'^  ^*^  ^^ 
4o  not  know  what  figures  and  pft)peEtiea  ar^^  ^^ 


Digitized  by 


Goosle 


Ov  imafinatton  m»,km  ua  fancy,  that  ve  aee  ika^aa,  and  «okurtf,  i 
maffnitadea,  tfaaugfa  nobody  ia  there  to  ktkoM  it.  Bot  to  hdp  o«r  iiiii_ 
natioa,  let  OS  thus  sUte  the  case;  Let  as  aappMe  the  eaeatioa  de^rirad'af 
every  fay  of  li^ht,  so  that  there  should  not  he  the  least  gUmmeiiBf  of 
light  in  the  Universe.  Now  all  wiii  own,  that,  in  such  case^  the  Unirerfle 
vould  reaUy  he  immediately  de{irived  of  all  its  colours.  No  one  part  of 
the  Universe  is  any  more  red,  of  blue,  or  greeu,  or  yellow,  or  black,  or 
white,  or  li|[ht ,  or  dark ,  or  transparent,  or  opake.  There  would  he  no  visi- 
Ue  distinctiiosi,  between  the  Untverse  and  the  rest  of  the  inooniprehenai- 
ble  void :  yea,  there  would  be  do  difier^nce^  is  these  respects,  between  the 
Universe  and  the  infinite  void ;  so  that  any  part  of  that  void  woidd  really 
be  as  light  and  aa  dark,  as  white  and  as  black,  as  red  and  as  men,  sis  Une 
and  as  brown,  as  transparent  and  ae  opake,  as  any  part  of  Uie  Universe  : 
80  that,  in  such  case,  there  would  be  no  difference,  in  these  respects,  be- 
tween the  Universe  and  Nothing.  So  alaa,  there  would  be  no  diftreaee, 
between  one  part  of  the  UBiverse  and  another :  all,  in  these  respects,  is 
alike  confounded  with,  and  undistinguished  from,  infinite  emptiness. 

At  the  same  time,  also,  let  us  suppose  the  Universe  to  be  altogeth^  de- 
prived of  motwn,  and  all  parts  of  it  ta  be  at  perfect  rest*  Then,  the  Uni- 
verse would  not  diffisr  fiom  the  void,  in  this  respect:  there  would  be  no 
more  notion  in  the  one,  than  in  the  other.  Then,  also,  soHdil^  would 
cease.  All  that  we  mean,  or  can  be  meant,  by  soMdity,  is  resistance;  re- 
sistance to  touch,  the  resistanoe  of  some  parts  of  space.  This  is  all  the 
knowledge  we  get  of  ^solidity,  by  our  senses,  and,  I  am  sure,  all  that  we 
oan  get,  any  other  way.  But  solidity  shaU  be  shown  to  be  nothing  eiee, 
i|»ore  iliUy,  hereafter.  But  there  can  be  no  resiatance,  if  there  is  no  mo* 
tion.  One  body  cannot  resist  another,  when  there  is  perfect  rest  among 
them.  But,  you  wiU  say,  Though  there  is  no  actual  resbtanca,  yet  there 
is  potential  resistance:  that  is,  each  and  socfa.parts  of  space  would  resist 
upon  occasion.  But  this  is  all  that  I  would  have,  that  there  is  no  solidity 
now ;  not  but  that  God  could  cause  there  to  he,  <m  occasion.  And  if  there 
is  no  solidity,  there  is  no  extension,  fi>r  eittension  is  the  extendednoss  af 
sohdity.  Then,  all  figure,  and  mognitode,  and  proportion,  ODBodiatelf 
cease.  Put,  then,  boUi  these  suppositions  together :  that  is,  deprive  the 
Universe  of  light,  and  motion,  and  the  case  would  stand  thus,  wkh  the 
Universe:  There  would  be  neither  white  nor  bkck,  neither  blue  nor 
brown,  nei^r  bright  nor  shaded,  pellucid  nor  opdce^  no  noise  nor  aound, 
neither  heat  nor  c^d,  neither  fluid  nor  solid,  neither  wet  nor  dr^,  neithor 
hard  nor  soft,  nor  solidity,  nor  extensioo,  nor  figure,  nor  magmtode,  nor 
propor^on,  nor  body,  nor  spirit.  What,  then,  is  to  beoone  of  tlia  Uni- 
verse? Certainly,  it  exists  no  where,  but  in  the  Divine  mind.  This  wiU 
be  abundantly  dearer  to  one,  after  having  read  what  I  have  fnrther  to  aay 
of  solidity,  etc :  so  that  wo  see  that  a  Universe,  without  OMtion,  oan  ea- 
isl  no  where  else,  but  in  the  mmd~>either  infinite  or  finite. 

Corollary,  It  follows  from  hence,  that  those  beings,  which  have  hnoar- 
ledge  and  consciousness,  are  the  only  proper,  and  real,  and  substantia]  br- 
ings; inasmuch  as  the  being  of  other  things  is  only  by  these.  Ffo«i 
hence,  we  may  see  the  gross  mistake  of  those,  who  thmk  material  thloos 
the  most  substantial  beings,  and  epuiiB  mctfe  like  a  shadow ;  whereas,  a^ 
nts  only  are  properly  substance. 

OP  ATOMS  AND  OP  PERFECTLY  SOLID  BODIES. 
PnoposiTioN  I.  An  bodies  whatsoever,  except  Atoms  theMelvea,  rauot, 
of  absolute  necessity,  be  composed  of  Atoms,  er  of  bodies  thfut  are  iodb- 
cerpible,  that  cannot  be  made  less,  or  whose  parts  tisnnot,  I7  .any  fioslt 
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power,  U  Bi^tratad  one  from  mother.  This  will  be  deerly  Been,  ns  boob 
•8  it  is  seen  what  bodies  those  are,  that  are  indiscerpible,  or  what  is  requi- 
sito  in  a  body,  in  order  t<>  cause  it  to  be  so.  And  here  we  shall  lay  down 
this  proposition,  that  that  body,  which  is  absohit^y  Plenum,  or  that  has 
e?effy  part  of  Space,  included  within  its  Borfiice,  impenetrable,  is  iodiYisible, 
and  the  parts  thereof  cannot  be  separated  from  each  other,  by  any  force' 
bow  great  soever:  As  for  instance,  suppose  the  body  B  to  be  what  we  cw 


1^.1. 
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an  absolute  Plenum,  and  suppose  the  two  boAes,  A  and 
C,  to  come  as  impetoously,  and  with  as  great  force,  as 
you  please,  and  strike  on  each  side  of  the  body  B,  I  say 
the  two  bodies  A  and  C  could  cause  no  iractore  in  the 
body  B.— For,  if  the  bodies  A  and  C  should  cause  any 
fracture  in  the  body  B,  those  fhtctores  must  be  on  some 
certain  places  or  parts  of  the  body  B,  and  not  in  others, 
for  there  cannot  be  fractures  in  every  part ;  for  I  sup- 
pose every  one  will  admit,  that  after  the  body  is  suppo- 
sed to  be  broken,  there  remain  pa^  of  this  broken  body 
which  ate  unbrokea.  And  so  it  will  be,  let  the  body  be  broken  into  as  finf 
parts  u  you  please,  those  fine  parts  are  still  unbroken.  The  fraction  ii 
not  through  the  midst  of  those  parts,  as  it  was  between  them ;  so  that  tM 
fraction  most  be,  if  at  all,  in  some  phices,  and  not  in  others :  and  indeed, 
breafcmg  of  a  body  all  over,  or  in  every  part,  is  the  same  as  to  amiihikte 
it^We  say  then,  that  the  body  B  cannot  be  broken  in  some  parts,  and 
not  in  others,  by  the  bodies  A  and  C ;  for  if  it  is  broken  in  this  part  and 
not  in  that,  k  most  be  because  it  is  more  easily  broken  in  Utis  than  in  that« 
But  a  body  perfectly  sdid  and  absolutely  fhll,  is  every  where  equally  sc^, 
equally  foil,  and  equally  strong,  and  .indeed  every  where  absolutely  aHke> 
so  that  there  is  nothmg  that  dould  cause  a  fraction  in  one  place  sooner 
than  in  another. 

A^n.  Suppose  the  body  D  to  be  a  perfectly  solid  body,  and  to  be  as 
pressinffly  jammed  up  is  you  please,  between  the 
two  bodies  E  and  F,  which  are  supposed  not  in 
the  least  to  give  way  to  the  Body  D,  and  the 
surfaces  of  them,  which  touch  the  Body  D,  are 
supposed,  every  where,  to  be  perfoctly  easy  and 
'  plain,  and  toeontiiiue  parallel  to  each  other,  tnd 
to  be  every  way  infoiitely  extended.  I  say,  that 
the  body  D  could  not  be  broken  by  the  pressure 
of  the  bodies  E  and  F.  For  suppose  the  body  D 
to  begin  to  be  broken  and  crumbled  into  parts  by 
the  pressure  of  the  bodies  S  and  F.  If  the  whole 
body  D  can  be  broken  by  that  pressure,  then  the 
parts  of  the  body  D  can  still  be  broken  again,  by 
the  pressure  of  the  same  bodies,  with  equid  rea- 
son, supposing  the  bodies  still  to  continue  press- 
ing towards  each  other ;  and  then  again  their  parts  can  be  broken  into 
o^er  parts,  and  so  on  continually,  and  that  as  fhst  as  the  motion  of  the 
bodies  E  and  F,  towards  each  other,  shall  require.  And  truly  I  tMnk  if  it 
be  BO,  that  the  parts  can  be  br^en  still  finer  and  finer:  They  can  be  bro- 
ken so  far  as  not  to  retard  the  motion  of  the  bodies  E  ^nd  F  at  all;  and  if 
•0  sorely  the  bediee  E  and  F  m\\  presently  meet  so  as  ^<^  touch  intimately 
every  where,  inasmuch  as  it  was  said  that  the  mxvfkces  of  the  bodies  were 
perfbclly  eVen  and  oontimie  parallel.  And  th^  |  ^K^  What  \a  become  of 
the  body  D?  I  think  there  can  be  no  other  ^^  *  ^  \)ut  ^^  '^^  ^s  antuhV- 
kted,  since  it  was  said  the  two  bodies  were  iJ/^^  w  etleade^.  So  that 
we  we,  if  the  body  Dean  be  broken  by  the  h^J\#l^fiRA'P,^«k'*  cw\%t 
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«iiiiihilated  by  them ;  wbicb,  I  believe, iiobody  will  own*,  and  Uke  caie  m 
«]1  one,  let  the  body  D  be  of  whatsoever  figure.    Q.  £.  D. 

But  here,  I  foresee,  it  will  be  olneeted,  to  render  what  has  been  said  in- 
valid, **  But  what  if  the  body  B  (F\e.  1.)  should  beffin  first  to  be  broken 
off  at  the  comers,  whose  pieces  would  be  more  easi^  cracked  off  than  in 
other  places)  and  what  if  it  were  less  in  some  places  than  in  others;  or 
what  if  the  bodies  A  and  C  were  ap|died  with  much  greater  force,  in  some 
places  than  in  others.  "* — These  objections  seem,  at  firat,  quite  to  render  aM 
good  for  nothing^.  But  I  must  say,  notwithstanding  these  objections, 
what  has  been  said  does  prove,  that  if  the  perfectly  solid  body  B  were 
every  where  equallv  bulky,  and  the  bodies  A  and  C  were  all  along  applied 
with  equal  force,  the  perfectly  solid  body  B  could  never  be  brokc^  And 
to  them  who  sav,  that  it  would  first  break  at  the  comers,  I  ask.  How  near 
the  comer  the  first  fraction  would  be  ?— If  they  tell  me  at/. ;  I  ask.  Why 
not  at  some  point  nearer  the  comer  still,  as  at  e, ;  since  the  nearer  the 
comer,  the  easier  is  it  brcAe.  If  after  this,  the  place  assigned  for  the  fint 
fracture  is  e. ;  I  ask  again,  why  pot  nearer  still «  sa  that,  at  last,  they  most 
be  forced  to  say,  that  the  first  fracture  would  be  a  jpoint  infinitely  near 
the  comer,  or  that  the  first  piece  broken,  wo^ld  be  infinitely  small.  And 
they  had  as  good  say,  at  first,  that  none  at  aH  would  be  broken,  for,  as  I 
take  it,  an  actnally  infinitely  small  body,  and  no  body  at  aH,  are  the  same 
thinjif,  or  rather  the  same  nothing. — As  to  the  other  two  parts  of  the  as* 
sertion,  it  is  enou|^  finr  them,  if  we  can  discover  that  it  is  the  nature  of 
perfectly  solid  bodies  not  to  be  broken,  but  to  resist  any,  however  great* 
force.  Thia  wfil  appear  more  plainly  from  another  example.— Suppose 
the  bodv  e,  to  be  a  perfect  solid,  and  of.  such  a  shape 
that  it  IS  wider  at  the  upper  end,  and  decreases  gradu- 
ally to  a  point  at  ihe  lower :  suppose  it  to  be  thrust 
with  indefinitely  great  force  towards  the  point  g^ 
against  the  sides/^,  and  g  ^,  which  are  supposed  not 
at  all  to  give  way.  It  has  been  proved  that,  if  it  would 
break  any  where,  it  would  be  at  the  lower  point  first; 
and  what  we  have  said  concerning  the  comers  of  the 
body  B,  proves  that  it  would  not  break  there.  Now, 
since  nothing  but  perfect  solidity  can  hinder  the  body 
e  from  breaking,  we  have  certainly  found  out^  that  a  perfeeUv  solid  body 
cannot  be  broken :  for  the  body  e,  may  be  as  great  or  as  small,  as  long  or 
as  short  as  you  please,  the  case  id  the  same ;  and  let  the  force  that « is  to 
withstand  be  as  great  as  you  please— if  the  weight  of  the  Universe  fidk 
against  it  from  ever  so  great  a  distance,  and  as  much  more  as  you  please 
we  can  prove,  and  what  is  said  above  doth  prove,  that  it  would  neither 
bend  nor  break,  but  stiffly  bear  the  shock  of  it  all. 

Coroll,  1.  From  what  was  proved  by  the  2d  figure,  it  i^nly  appean* 
that  the  breaking  of  a  perfectly  sohd  body,  and  \&  annihilatinir  of  it,  are 
the  same  thing,  so  far  that  the  breaking  of  it  would  be  the  annihilatiiKg 
of  it. 

CcrcU,  2.  Hence  it  appears  that  Solidity,  Impenetrability,  and  Isdivisi* 
bility,  are  the  same  thinff,  if  ran  up  to  their  first  principles:  For,  as  in  Fi^. 
1,  the  solidity  of  the  boov  B  b  that,  whereby  it  so  &r  resists  the  bodies  A 
and  C,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  aUe,  till  the  body  B  is  out  of  the  way^ 
dssely  eveir  where  to  touch  each  other :  that  is  to  say,  the  force  of  tWe 
two,  A  and  C,  endeavouring  to  meet,  could  not  be  the  annihUating  of  the 
body  B,  for  the  meetm^  of  them  would  be  the  annihilating  of  it  by  Fig.  2» 
So  ako  the  indivisibihty  of  the  body  B,  in  Fig.  1,  and  of  the  body  D,  m 

a.  2,  has  been  proved  to  be  that  also,  whereby  the  bodies  B  and  D  resist 
prevent  the  bodies  preaning  upon  them,  firom  toudnng  each  Qther»  i»* 
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«8mueh  na  Uie  bredcing  of  tbeat  would  certainlj  admit  of  it  and  would  be 
their  annihilation.  ^  f"*'*^  V'  '  ^ 

Lhroll.  3.  It  appears  from  the  two  Demonstrations^^nd  nrom  the  two 
first  Corollaries,  that  Solidity,  Indivisibility,  ^d  resisting  to  be  annihi- 
lated, are  the  same  thing ;  and  that  bodies  resist  division  and  penetraiiun, 
only  as  they  obstinately  persevere  io  be. 

CoroU.  4.  Since,  by  the  firecedtng  Corollary,  Solidity  is  the  resisting 
to  be  annihilated,  or  the  persevering  to  be,  of  a  body,  or,  to  speak  plainly, 
of  the  being  of  it ;  (for  beings  and  persevering  to  6e,  are  the  same  thing, 
looked  upon  in  two  a  little  different  ways;)  it  follows,  that  the  very  es- 
sence and  being  of  bodies  is  Solidity,  or  rather,  that  JBody  and  Solidity 
are  the  same.— If  here  it  shall  be  said,  by  way  of  objection^  that  body  has 
other,  qualities,  beside  solidity ;  I  believe  it  will  appear,'to  a  nice  eye,  that 
it  hath  no  more  real  ones.  **  What  do  you  say,"  say  they,  *'  to  Extension, 
Figure,  and  Mobility  ?"— As  to  extension,  I  say,  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  haa 
none,  any  more  than  space  without  body,  except  what  results  from  solidi- 
ty. As  for  figure,  it  is  nothing  but  a  modification  of  solidity,  or  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  solidity.  And  as  to  mobility,  it  is  but  the  communicabiUty^ 
of  this  solidity,  from  one  part  of  space  to  another. 

Or  thus :  Since  by  Corel.  1,  Annihilation,  and  Breaking,  are  the  same; 
their  Contraries,  Bemg,and  IndivisibiUty,  must  also  be  the  same  i  and  since 
by  Corel.  2,  Indivisibility  and  Solidity  are  the  same,  it  follows,  that  the 
Solidity  of  bodies  and  the  Being  of  bodies  are  the  same  i  so  that  Body  and 
Solidity  are  the  same. 

CorolL  5.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  appears  that  the  nature  ci  an 
Atom  or  a  Jlfinimtim  Phyticum,  (that  is,  if  we  mean  by  these  terms,  a  body 
which  camwtbe  made  ieety  which  is  the  only  sensible  meancnff  of  the  words, 
does  not  at  lUl  consist  in  littleness,  as  geheraUy  used  to  be  thought ;  for  by  / 
our  philosophy  an  Atom  may  be  as  big  as  the  Universe ;  because  any  body, 
of  whatsoever  iHgness,  were  an  atom,  if  it  were  a  perfect  solid. 

N.  B.  It  will  be  necessary,  here,  to  explain  a  little,  what  is  that  we 
mean  by  a  perfectly  solid,  absolute  Plenum ;  because  we  have  laid  down 
that,  that  is  an  absolutely  full,  a  solid,  body,  that  has  every  part  of  space,  in- 
cluded within  its  surface,  solid  or  impenetrable.  Our  meaning  is  very  lia- 
ble to  be  mistaken,  unless  a  little  explained.  We  intend  not  but  that  a 
perfect  solid  may  be  very  full,  of  pores,  though  perhaps  improperiy  so  called, 
interspersed  up  and  down  in  it,  as  in  the  perfect  „.     . 

solid  L.    It  is  only  re^uisite,that  every  part  of  the  ^*    * 

body  L  should  be  intimately  conjoined  with  some  " 

other  parts  of  it,  so  as  not  only  Iwrely  to  touch  in 
some  points  or  lines  thereof ;  (I  mean  mathema- 
tical points  or  lines,  as  two  perfect  globes  do,  or 
as  a  cylinder|dOee  a  plain,  when  it  lies  on  one  side, 
and  as  all  atoms  do  each  other,  except  the  surfaces 
where  they  happen  to  be  infinitely  exactly  fitted 
to  join  each  other,)  but  so  that  the  body  L,  al- 
though it  may  have  some  little  holes  in  it,  yet  it 
has  an  absolute  plenum,  continued  all  alonff  be* 
tween  these  holes ;  so  that  it  is  as  impreffnable,  as  a  body  that  baa  no  b  oles 
at  all.  This  will  be  understood  more  fii%,  after  we  h&ve  proVed,  that  two 
atoms,  touching  each  other  by  surfaces,  can  neve^  be  separaXed. 


those  bodies,  which  are  any  way  mmiliar  to  o»i  ^^^aeB^V>»''*»^^^^''^*^^*^'*i 
interspersed  throughout  the  whole  body,  that^^  ^^'fU  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^1^- 
others,  and  are  not  conjoined  with  them,  by  w^X^e^Vvel  ^^  ^^^«**^  ^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A 

Fig.b. 

C 

B 

h 

D 

A 

' 

f 

€ 

\ 

4 

71§ 

perfectly  mM ;  yet  we  anust  mllow  tktt  those  pareek  ef  matter,  v^iicli  we 
between  the  pores,  i.  e.  between  this  and  the  next  adjacent  pore,  have  do 
pores  at  all  in  them,  ^and  cooseqaently  alse  jdaBuiBS,  or  absolote  solids  or 
atoms.  And  surdj  all  bodies,  Uiat  have  pores,  are  made  up  of  parcels  of 
matter,  which  Are  between  the  pores,  which  we  have  proved  to  he  atoms. 

PaoposiTiON  2.  Two  or  more  atoms,  or  perfect  soUds,  toachmg  each 
other  by  surfiu^es^  I  mean  so  that  every  point,  in  any  sur&ce  of  the  one,  shall 
touch  every  point  in  some  suriace  of  tfa»  other ;  that  is,  not  simply  in  some 
particolar  parts  or  lines  of  their  sorfiices,  however  many,  for  whatever 
does  touch,  in  more  than  points  and  Knes,  toucbeth  in  every  pomtof  some 
surface,)  thereby  become  one  and  the  sanae  atom,  or  perfect  solid. 

This  will  be.  abundantly  clear  from  the  fif  ore.  Suppose  the  perfect 
sdid,  A  B,  and  the  perfect  sohd,  C  B,  to  be  precisely 
alike  to  tbo  halves  of  the  perfect  solid,  A  D;  riz.  A  B 
to  A  /,  and  CD  to  e  D;  and  then  suppose  the  atom 
A  B  to  move  up  to  the  body  C  D,  so  that  evety  point 
ofithe  surfiice,  g  B,  shall  touch  every  point  of  the  sur- 
face C  k,  Now  since  that  these  two  bodies,  When  se- 
parate, were  precisely  every  way  like  the  two  halves 
of  the  body,  A  D,  it  fbllows  that  after  they  are  joined 
together,  aiter  the  same  manner  a^  the  two  halves  of  -^ 
the  body,  A  D,.are,  they  most  make  up  a  body, 
every  way  precisely  Kke  the  body  A  D,  as  if  it  were 
the  same,,  and  consequently  must  be  a  perfect  solid, 
as  the  body,  A  D,  is. 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  answered,  that  the  halves  of  the  body,  A  D,  are 
joined  and  continued,  whereas  the  two  bodies,  A  B  and  C  D,  only  touch 
each  other.  But  I  affirm  that  the  latter  are  as  much  joined  and  continued 
as  the  former :  for  all  the  way,  in  which  the  former  are  joined  and  contimi'* 
ed,  is  merely  as  s<^dity  is  all  along  continued  from  one  to  the  other,  wkh- 
out  the  least  intermission,  so  that  there  is  not  the  least  vacuity  betwixt 
them.  Just  so  it  is  in  the  latter,  afUr  they  touch ;  for  they  are  supposed 
to  touch  in  every  point  of  their  surfaces,  and  then  I  am  sure  solidity  is  con- 
tinued from  one  to  the  other,  without  intermission  or  vacuity.  Neither 
does  the  fact  of  A  B  and  C  D,  being  once  seiMirate,make  any  uteration. 

Corol,  1 .  Hence  it  follows,  that  all  atoms,  which  ever  happen  to  touch  each 
other  in  surfiices,  or  more  than  barely  in  some  certain  points,  or  lines, 
(millions  of  millions  of  which  do  not  make  so  much  as  the  least  surfhce,) 
can  never  again  be  separated  by  any  finite  power ;  since  it  has  been  pro- 
ved that  the  parts  of  atoms  can  never  be  torn  asunder ;  and  since  it  has 
been  proved  that  atoms,  so  touching  iaUr  «e,  become  the  same  atom. 

CoroL  2.  From  Proposition  I.  and  CoroL  1  of  Proposition  II.  we  learn, 
that  It  must  needs  be  an  Infinite  power,  which  keeps  the  parts  of  atoms 
together;  or,  which  with  us  is  the  same,  which  keeps  two  bodies  touch- 
ing by  surfaces  in  being ;  for  it  must  be  infinite  power,  or  bigger  than  any 
finite,  whicn  resists  all  finite  power  how  big  soever,  as  we  have  proved 
these  bodies  to  do. 

Corol,  3.  We  have  already  as  much  as  proved,  that  it  is  God  himsdf, 
or  the  immediate  exercise  of  his  power,  which  keeps  the  parts  of  atoms, 
or  two  bodies  tending  by  surfaces,  together ;  for  it  k  sel^evident  that  bare- 
ly two  atoms  being  toffetber,  and  that  akme,  is  no  power  at  all,  much  less 
an  infinite  power;  and  if  any  say  the  nature  of  atoms  is  an  in&iite,  they 
say  the  same  that  I  do ;  for  all  the  nature  of  theei,  that  is  not  abaolotelj 
themselves,  must  be  God  exertinj^  his  pewer  upon  them* 

CorolL  .4  Since  by  the  fiiregomg  Corollary,  the  exercise  of  the  iniiiufee 
power,  of  God  is  necessary  to  keep  tkt  parts  of  atoms  together;  aad  since. 
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by  Prop.  I,  Corol.  1 ,  the  dissolution  of  them  woiild  he  annihilation ;  it  Ul* 
lows,that  the  constant  exercise  of  the  Infinite  power  of  God  is  necessary  ^te 
preserve  bodies  in  bein^. 

CoroU,  5.  Hence  an  incontestable  ar^ment  for  the  being  of  a  God. 

CtfrolL  6.  Since,  by  Corol.  4,  there  is  need  of  the  exercise  of  Infinitg 
power,  in  order  to  keep  bodies  in  being,  it  clearly  follows  that  there  was 
b^ed  of  an  Infinite  power,  to  bring  them  into  being:  so  that  it  was  a  Divinej 
and  no  created,  being,  who  created  and  preserves  the  world. 

CoroJl,  7«  Hence  also  an  incontestable  argument  for  the  being,  infinite 
power,  and  omnipresence  of  God :— of  the  two  latter,  inasmuch  as  we  see 
that  Infinite  power  is  actually  exerted,  in  an  infinite  number  of  placea  at 
once,  even  in  every  part  of  every  atom  of  the  Universe;  and  since  that, 
where  his  power  is  exercised,  there  his  essence  must  be,  his  essence  can. 
be  by  nothing  excluded. 

CorolU  8.  Since,  by  Prop.  I,  Corol.  3,  Solidity  and  Indivisibility  are  the 
•ame,  and  since,  by  Prop.  II,  Corol.  3,  Indivisibility  is  from  the  immediate 
exercise  of  God's  power,  it  follows  that  Solidity  results  from  the  immediattf 
exercise  of  God's  power,  causing  there  to  be  an  indefinite  resistance  in  that 
place  where  it  is. 

CorolL  9.  Since,  by  Prop.  I,  Corol.  4,  Body  and  Solidity  are  the  same ; 
and  since,  by  the  preceding  Corollary,  Solidity  is  from  the  immediate  ex- 
ercise of  Divine  power;  it  follows,  that  all  body  is  nothing  but  what  im- 
mediately results  from  the  exercise  of  Divine  power,  in  such  a  particular 
manner. 

CorolL  10.  From  the  same  Corollaries  it  follows,  that  Creation  is  the 
first  exercise  of  that  power  in  that  manner.    (Vid.  No.  47.) 

Corol,  11.  Since,  by  Prop.  I.  Corol.  4,  Body  and  Solidity  are  the  satiae ; 
and  by  Prop.  II.  Corol.  8,  Resistance,  or  Solidity,  is  by  the-immediate  ex- 
ercise of  Divine  power ;  it  follows  that  that,  which  rhilosopbers  used  to 
thiiJL  a  certain  unknown  substance,  that  subsists  by  itself,  [called  the  C/ii- 
known  SubHratum^]  which  stood  underneath  and  kept  up  soHdity,  is  nothing 
at  all  distinct  from  solidity  itself  ;--or  that,  if  they  must  needs  apply  that 
word  to  something  else,  that  does  really  and  pronerly  subsist  by  itself,  and 
support  all  properties,  they  must  apply  it  to  the  Divine  Being  or  power  it* 
self.  And  here  I  believe  all  these  philosophers  would  apply  it,  if  they 
knew  what  they  meant  themselves.  So  that  the  substance  of  bodies  at 
last  becomes  either  nothing,  or  nothing  but  the  Deity,  acting  in  that  par- 
ticular manner,  in  those  parts  of  space  where  he  thinks  fit :  so  that,  speak- 
ing most  strictly,  there  is  no  proper  substance  but  Qod  himself.  We  speak 
at  present  with  respect  to  Bodiei  only :  how  truly  then  is  he  said  to  be 
En$  enHwn. 

Corol,  12.  Since  by  CoroUaries  8  and  9  preceding,  Solidity,  or  Body,  is 
immediately  irom  the  exercise  of  Divine  power,  causing  there  to  be  resist- 
ance in  such  a  part  of  space,  it  foUows  that  Motion  also,  which  is  the  com- 
munication of  Body,  Solidity,  or  this  Resist^ce,  from  one  part  of  space  to 
another  succtfssively,  that  is,  from  one  part  of  space  to  the  next  immedi- 
ately adjacent,  and  so  on  to  the  next,  is  by  Divine  Power  communicating 
the  resistance,  according  to  certain  conditions,  which  we  call  ''the  Laws 
of  Motion."  How  truly  then  is  it,  that,  *'  In  Him  we  live,  and  move,  an4 
have  our  being." 

CorolL  13.  From  all  this  we  find,  that  what  Divines  used  to  miy ,  con- 
cerning Divine  Qmcoune,  had  a  great  deal  of  \r^tXL  lying  at  the  bottom 
of  it. 

CorolL  14.   By  this  also,  we  clearly  see,  th^^   ,     Cte»^i*"^  o^  tXi^,  cot^o- 


real  Universe  is'  nothing  other,  than  the  ftiJ^^^^  Jvtig  leswaUivce  m  wick 
parts  of  space  as  God  saw  fit,  with  a  power  -^  t^-^a  coiftt^xaas^-^^  «^'^'* 
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cessively,  from  one  part  •fspuce  to  another,  accordioff  to  such  etated  coii« 
ditions,  as  his  Infinite  wisdom  directed,  and  then  the  first  beginning  of  this 
eommunication,  so  that  ever  afler  itimight  be  continued,  without  deviating 
from  those  stated  conditions. 

CorolL  15.  Hence  we  see  what  are  those,  which  we  call  the  Law  qf 
^N'aiure,  in  bodies,  viz.  the  stated  methods  of  Qod'a  acting  with  respect  to 
bodies,  and  the  stated  conditions  of  the  alteration  of  the  manner  of  his 
acting. 

Coroll.  16.  Hence  we  learn,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Mechaniim  ; 
if  that  word  is  intended  to  denote  that,  whereby  bodies  act,  each  upon  tJie 
other,  purely  and  properly  by  themselves. 

Ck>roU.  17.  Since,  by  Corollary  1,  Atoms,  which  happen  to  touch  each 
other  in  surfaces,  or  more  than  barely  in  points  and  Ones,  can  never  by 
finite  force  be  separated ;  it  follows,  that  all  those  compound  bodies  in  the 
Universe,  which  can  be  divided  and  broken,  have  their  parts  only  touch- 
ing each  other  in  points,  or  at  most,  in  bnes. — Not  but  that  those  points 
and  lines  in  which  they  touch  may  be  of  any  number  whatsoever : — a» 
many,  if  you  please,  as  a  man  can  note  down  with  his  pen  in  his  life-time.^ 
Yet  those  points  and  lines  fall  infinitely  short  of  the  least  surface,  and  tw» 
bodies,touchineeach  other  in  all  these  points,do  not  touch  each  other  so  much, 
by  an  infinite  deal,  as  two  bodies  touching  in  the  least  surface.  And  al- 
I  though,  perhaps,  cdeteris  paribut^  the  more  points  bodies  touch  each  other 
in,  the  more  difficultly  are  they  separated,  yet  it  must  be  allowed  that  those, 
that  touch  each  other  in  the  most  points,  can^be  separated  infinitely  easier, 
than  bodies  touching  in  surfaces. 

Objection,  But  you  will  say,  **  If  so,  we  should  surely  experience  some- 
thing of  it :  a  thousand  to  one,  but  that  some  of  the  atoms  of  those  com- 
pound bodies,  with  which  we  converse,  in  all  their  infinite  jumbles  and  dif- 
ferent colligations  and  collisions,  would  happen  to  touch  each  other  by 
their  surfaces,  so  as  not,  by  any  finite  force,  to  be  separated ;  why  then  do 
we  never  find  any  bodies,  but  what  we  can  divide  again,  as  often  as  we 
please :  why  do  the  surfaces  of  two  bodies  never  happen  to  touch  each 
other,  so  as  never  to  be  pulled  asunder  again :  for  who  can  imagine  but  that, 
some  atom,  in  the  surface  of  one  body,  in  so  many  innumerable  applica- 
tions, should  happen  to  touch  some  atom  in  the  surfece  of  another  body, 
bysmrfaces." — I  answer, 

1.  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  at  all  rash  or  absurd,  to  suppose,  that  the  Al- 
mighty,  in  the  first  creation,  might  take  sufficient  care  to  prevent  any  such 
fatal  or  inconvenient  eunsequences,  by  creating  the  atoms,  of  which  the 
Universe  was  to  be  composed,  of  such  figures,  as  that  no  surfkce  of  anv 
one  should  be  so  suited  to  the  surface  of  any  othf^r,  as  to  be  able  to  touch 
it  by  surfaces :  which  would  prevent  all  that  is  objected. 

2.  If  we  suppose,  that  the  Almiifhty  took  no  care  at  all  of  that  matter; 
yet,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one,  if,  of  afi  the  atoms  in  the  Universe,  there  ever 
happened  to  be  two,  whose  surfaces  are  so  exactly  and  nicely  suited  and 
adapted  to  each  other,  as  that  they  should  precisely  coalesce ;  for  is  it 
not  infinity  to  one,  that  one  surface  should  be  so  as  to  be  precisely  fitted  to 
another,  when  there  are  infinite  other  different,  that  it  could  have  been  as 
well.  And  it  is  all  one,  let  the  surfaces  be  greater  or  less :  and  the  odds 
is  the  same,  betwixt  infinity  and  one  atom,  and  betwixt  infinity  and  all  the 
atoms  m  the  Universe. 

3  Suppose  there  should  be  some  atoms  in  the  Universe,  which  had 
their  surfaces  exactly  adapted :  it  is  a  thousand  to  one,  if  ever  they  came 
together :  or,  if  they  did,  that  they  should  touch  on  that  side,  where  were 
the  correspondent  surfaces. 

4*  If  those,  that  had  surfaces  exactly  adapted  to  each  other,  should  come 
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togetber;  a  thousand  to  one,  if  there  are  not  some  promioencet,  or  some 
such  tiung,  that  shall  hinder  their  being  exactly  apphed. 

5.  If  there  should  happen  to  ^t  together,  some  of  those  atoms,  vea  ma- 
ny millions  of  them,  in  a  heap,  'so  as  never  again  to  be  got  asunder,  and 
such  heaps  should  be  frequent ;  that  need  not  hinder,  but  that  bodies  may 
be  divided,  more  than  ever  we  yet  experienced,  and  into  finer  parts  than 
we  can  perceive  with  our  senses,  either  naked,  or  assisted  by  the  best. in- 
struments; for  what  hinders,  but  that  a  comnaffes  of  millions  of  millions, 
should  be  so  little,  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  microscope. 

6.  Neither  wouJd  there  be  any  such  fatal  adhesion,  if  one  atom,  in  the 
surface  of  one  body,  should  happen  to  touch  an  stem,  in  the  surface  of  an- 
other, in  this  manner ;  for  it  id  but  the  taking  of  an  atom  from  the  surfaoe 
of  one  of  those  bodies,  and  the  separation  is  made:  and  I  conceive,  if  it 
were  three  or  four  millions  of  atoms,  it  could  be  done  with  infinite  ease. 

Chroll,  18.  Hence  it  follows,  that  two  atoms  or  particles,  however 
small,  may,  by  the  force  of  their  gravity,  cleave  together,  with  any  finite 
degree  of  strength,  and  yet,  not  with  infimte  strength.  For,  since,  when 
their  surfaces  touch,  they  tend  to  each  other  with  infinite  strength,  and 
since,  the  nearer  two  atoms  approach  to  such  touchmg,  they  tend  to  each 
other,  with  so  much  the  greater  strength,  and  since,  among  the  infinite 
number  of  degrees  of  nearness,  there  is  none  but  what  is  possible,  all  which 
are  short  of  infinite ;  it  follows,  that  there  is  no  degreee  of  finite  t^odency 
to  each  other,  but  what*  the  least  particles  are  capable  of.  And  it  is  no 
strange  thinff,  if  two  verv  small  particles  should  cleave  together,  with 
such  strei^h,  as  to  exceed  the  force  of  the  motion  of  a  comet,  in  its  peri- 
helion; so  that,  if  all  the  force  of  that  motion  could  be  applied  to  these 
atoms,  it  shall  not  be  able  to  rend  them  asunder,  and  yet,  a  greater  force 
shall  be  sufficient  for  it. 

THINGS  TO  BE  CONSIDERED,  OR  WRITTEN  FULLY 
ABOUT. 

[first  series.] 

1.  To  observe,  that  Incurvation,  Refraction,  and  Reflexion,  from  con- 
cave surfaces  of  drops  of  water,  etc.,  is  from  Gravity. 

2.  To  observe,  that  it  is  likely,  that  the  Attraction  of  particles  of  Heat 
contributes  as  much  towards  the  burning  of  bodies,  as  the  Impulse. 

3.  To  observe,  that  water  may  quench  fire,  by  insinuating  itself  into 
the  pores,  and  hindering 'the  free  play  of  the  purticles,  and,  by  reason  of  its 
softness  and  pliableness,  deadening  that  motion,  like  throwing  a  stone  up- 
on a  feather-bed. 

*    4.  To  observe,  that,  if  we  do  suppose  an  infinite  nwnber  of  Surfaces  in  • 
■  the  Universe,  yet,  according  to  the  number,  so  must  be  the  smaUness. 

5.  To  observe,  that  the  cause  that  an  object  appears  not  double,  being 
seen  with  two  eyes,  is,  that  all  the  parts  upon  the  retina,  that  exactly  cor-, 
respond,  end  upon  the  same  spot  of  Uie  surface  in  the  brain,  which  re- 
ceives the  images. 

6.  To  observe,  that  one  end  of  Respiration  is,  that  the  motion  in  the 
chest  may  be  communicated  to  the  other  parts  of  the  body. 

7.  To  consider,  whether  one  use  of  air,  in  preserving  fire,  be  not,  that 
the  particles  of  it  may  be  to  counteract  the  fiery  particles  of  the  burning 
body ;  and  whether  that  be  not  the  reason,  that  notl^^^S  ^^^^i  neither  rot- 
ten Wood,  glow-worms,  nor  coals,  in  the  exkauBted  receiver :  and  that 
may  be  one  use  of  air  in  respiration,  among  tK    *«^ 

8.  To  show,  that  the  probable  reason  whv  ^     V\iM  ^^  ^^^  ^?^  fatwis. 


of  rotten  wood,  of  the  glow-worm,  etc.,  is  liJrvA'"^  j^] 
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because  of  the  exqaisitesfDalliieM  of  the  nj9\  and  to  show,  that,  tf  that 
were  the  reason,  the  rays  need  not  be  the  thoasandth  part  as  small',  a« 
thdse  of  th^  sun. 

9.  To  show,  that  the  diffierent  refrangribility  of  rays  must  of  necessity 
be  owinff ,  either  to  their  difierent  velocity,  or  different  maniitade ;  bcH 
cause,  there  can  be  no  other  reason,  of  their  different  attractability,  which, 
indeed,  is  refrangibility. 

10.  To  show  the  parvity  of  the  rays  of  light,  the  elasticity  of  air,  how 
wisely  the  eye  is  contrived. 

1 1.  To  show,  from  (Sir)  Isaac  Newton's  principles  of  light  and  colours, 
why  the  sky  is  blue ;  why  the  Sun  is  not  perfectly  white,  as  it  would  be, 
if  there  were  no  atmosphere,  but  somewhat  inclining  to  a  yellow,  even  at 
noon-day ;  why  the  Sun  is  yellow,  when  rising  and  setting,  and  sometimes, 
in  smoky  weather,  of  a  blood  red ;  why  the  Clouds,  and  the  Atmosphere, 
near  the  horizon,  appear  red  and  yellow,  before  sun-rising,  and  after  sun- 
setting  ;  why  Distant  Mountains  are  blue,  etc. 

12.  Concerning  ck>uds,  rain,  dew,  etc    To  show  how,      -•— ~--»^ 
when  the  rarifiedair,  oonUined  within  the  bubble,  begins  / 

to  cool,  and  be  condensed,  and  contracted  into  a  narrower  /  \ 

eompass;  the  water  of  the  skin  of  the  bubble,  beiug  too  i  j 

much  for  it,  necessarily  will  begin  to  gather  at  the  bottom,  \  J 

as  in  the  figure;  and  how,  by  that  mesne,  the  destruction    xs^^..^ 
of  the  Cloud,  and  production  of  Rain,  is  brought  to  pass.  ^- — ^ 

IS.  To  observe,  that  all  the  rays  of  one  sort,  bemg  obstructed  by  any 
medium,  and  others  still  proceeding,  as  by  the  air  in  smoky  weather,  etc. : 
•—To  enquire,  how  it  can  be ;  and  to  observe,  that  its  so  doinff  makes  it 
probable,  that  there  are  some  other  properties  in  light  and  mediums,  yet 
wholly  unknown;  and  to  observe,  that  the  unaccountable  phenomena  of 
reflexions  prove  the  same  thing ;  and  to  enquire,  what  it  is ;  and  also,  to 
seek  out  other  strange  phenomena,  and  compare  them  altoffether,  and  see 
what  qualities  can  t^  made  out  of  them  t  And  if  we  can  discover  them,  it 
is  probable  we  may  be  let  into  a  New  World  of  Philosophy. 

14.  Relating  to  the  foregoing :  that,  if  there  be  no  new  qualities,  either 
In  the  medium,  or  the  rays,  that  it  must  arise  from  an  infinitely  fine  and 
artfiil  contrivance,  in  these  bodies. 

15.  Relating  to  the  Rainbow:  To  instance,  in  many,  that  will  not  re« 
fleet  liffht  perceptibly,  except  it  be  obliquely. 

16.  Relating  to  No.  13 :  Why,  also,  are  not  Rays  reflected,  at  any  ima* 
ginary  surface  of  water,  as  well  as  the  true  one. 

17.  To  observe,  that  the  cause  why  Thunder,  that  is  a  great  way  oflT, 
will  sound  verv  grum,  which,  near,  is  very  sharp,  as  well  as  other  noises^ 
instances  of  which  are  to  be  given,  is,  because  the  further  waves  go,  the 
wider  they  grow,  and  further  asunder,  as  it  is  in  water:  several  of  the  lit- 
tle undulations,  by  travelling  near  together,  incorporate  with  the  great  one« 

19.  To  give  the  reason,  why  the  Xightning,  which  is  all  at  once,  has  a 
noise  of  long  continuance,  viz.  That,  although  the  Lightning  be  all  at 
once,  yet,  some  parts  of  it  are  much  fiirther  than  others,  a^the  noise, 
caused  by  that  which  is  farthest  off,  is  a  much  longer  time  in  coining,  and 
we  hear  the  noise  successively,  from  that  end  which  is  nearest  to  us,  to 
that  which  is  furthest  off:  So  that,  it  may  often  happen,  that  we  hear  that 
whxh  is  reallv  the  beginning  of  the  clap,  a  long  time  after  that  which  is 
reallv  the  end  of  it:  which  &  the  reason,  that  in  claps  that  are  very  near 
us,  the  very  first  of  it  seems  to  be  down  among  us,  and  the  last,  a  rum- 
bling in  the  heavens  above  us;  when,  in  reality,  that  rumbling  amonff  the 
clouds,  which  we  hear  afterwards,  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  clap  there, 
and  that  severe  noise,  close  by  us,  the  end  of  it.  The  reason  or  this  is, 
because  Lightning  is  incredibly  swifter  than  Sound.    These  things  are  so 
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fiir  certaio  and  demoDBtrable,  that  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  happen 
otherwise. 

19.  To  observe,  that  the  weight  of  the  descendinff  blood  in  the  veins, 
completely  answers  to  the  weight  of  the  ascending  buKkl  in  the  arteries, 
in  parts  above  the  heart ;  so  that  the  weiffht  of  one,  exactly  balances  the 
weight  of  the  other;  and  the  descending  blood  in  the  veins  pulls  up  the 
blo^  in  the  arteries ;  and  the  weight  of  Uie  blood  in  the  arteries,  restrains 
the  impetuosity  of  the  descending  blood  in  the  veins^  so  that  the  blood  in 
both,  ascending  and  descending,  runs  as  easily  and  uniformly,  as  it'  it  ran 
all  the  while  parallel  to  the  horizon.  So  in  the  parts  below  the  heart, 
where  the  arterial  blood  descends,  and  the  venal  ascends,  barely  the 
weight  of  the  blood,  in  the  arteries, 'is  sufficient  to  raise  the  blood  in  the 
veins  even  with  it,  as  high  as  the  be^ning  of  the  arteries,  according  to 
the  law  of  hvdrostatics ;  and  the  weight  of  the  blood  in  the  veins  restrains 
that,  which  descends  in  the  arteries,  so  that  the  blood  in  these  also  moves, 
just  as  if  it  moved  in  a  plain,  nwther  up  nor  down :  and  the  heart  has  no 
more  labour,  to  impel  the  blood  up  the  ascending  trunk  of  the  Aorta,  nor 
ease  in  impeUiog  it  down  the  descending  trunk,  than  if  it  ran  in  a  trunk 
parallel  to  the  horizon.  Neither  doth  the  blood  a8cend,with  more  difficul- 
ty than  it  descends,  but  with  equal  &ciUty,  both  in  arteries  and  veins, 
above  and  below  the  heart ;  and  to  show  the  philosophy  of  this. 

30.  To  show  the  grand  use  of  Respiration,  and  to  show  how  it  keeps 
nature  in  a  circulation,  and  the  blood  in  motion ;  and  why  the  coarse  of  na- 
ture BO  immediately  ceases,  on  the  ceasing  of  respiration. 

21 .  To  show,  that  the  reason  why  the  Fixed  Stars  twinkle,  and  not  the 
Planets,  is,  because  the  stream  of  rays,  by  which  we  see  the  Fixed  Stars, 
is  infinitely  leas  than  that,  by  which  we  see  the  Planets,  (however  some  of 
the  Fixed  Stars  mav  appear  bigger  than  some  of  the  Planets,)  and  there- 
f<Hre,  much  more  liable  to  be  oMtructed,  and  the  continuity  of  it  to  be  bro- 
ken, by  any  thing  in  the  atmosphere. 

32.  Relating  to  the  13th.  To  observe,  that  it  is  certain,  that  the  stop- 
ping^f  one  sort  of  rays,  and  the  proceeding  of  others,  is  not,  because  that 
sort  of  rays  alone  are  stopped,  by  striking  against  the  particles  of  the  me- 
diumi^m  this  experiment :  viz.  As  I  was  under  the  trees,  I  observed, 
that  the  light  of  the  sun«  upon  the  leaves  of  the  book  I  was  reading,  which 
crept  through  the  crevices  of  the  leaves  of  the  tree,  was  of  a  reddish  pur- 
plisn  colour;  which  I  supposed  to  be,  because  many  of  the  green  rays 
were  taken  up,  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree,  and  left  all  the  rest  tainted  with 
the  most  opposite  colour ;  which  could  be  no  otherwise,  than  by  stopping 
.  those  green  rays,  which  pasted  near  to  the  edges  of  the  leaves. — N.  B : 
that  the  light  of  the  sun,  in  this  case,  would  not  appear  coloured,  except 
the  crevices,  through  which  the  rays  came,  were  very  small. 

CorolL  1 .    Hence  bodies  do  attract  one  sort  of  rays,  more  than  another. 

CorolL  2.  Hence  it  is  certain,  that  bodies  do  attract  the  same  sort  of 
rays  most  strongly,  which  they  reflect  most  strongly. 

CoroU.  3.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that  bodies  do  reflect,  and  attract,  by 
the  same  ibrce ;  because  that  they  both  attract  and  reflect  the  same  sort 
of  rays. 

23.  To  observe  that  the  motion  of  no  animal, 
is  by  any  power  which  they  have,  of  impelling 
their  bodies  forward,  but  only  by  the  mere  sending 
forth  of  animal  spirits  and  filling  the  muscles,  ana 
thereby  shortening  of  them.  In  the  annexed 
;  figure,  A  represents  the  motion  of  a  man,  B  ^bo 
motion  of  fishes  and  serpents.  Also  to  giv^  ^\^e 
reason  of  the  motion  of  hawks  and  other  \v\  ^o,  < 
without  any  visible  motion  of  their  wings.      ^^ 


A. 
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S4.  In  the  plain,  fiat  rocks,  tbat  riven  nin  OFer,  there  axe  connnoDly 
Holes,  sometimes  for  a  considerable  depth  into  the  rock,  smooth  on  the 
sides,  having  a  stone  at  the  bottom  something  less  than  the  diameter  of  the 
hole.  That  stone  doubtless  was  the  canse  ot'  the  hole.  But  the  difficidty 
is,  to  know  hoW  the  stone  shoBld  first  sink  down  so  fiir  into  the  firm  rock. 
It  must  be  thos :  the  stone,  lying  on  the  surface  q£  the  rock,  and  being  a 
little  moved  by  the  water,  gently  rubs  the  rock  it  lies  on,  and  doubtless  niba 
ofiTsoine  particles  of  the  rock;  and  so  continuing  to  rub  for  a  long  time, 
perhaps  hundreds  of  years,  it  wears  down  to  such  a  depth  into  the  rock. 

25.  It  need  not  make  us  think  that  oar  soul  is  in  our  fingers,  and  so 
all  over  the  body,  because  our  feeling  seems  to  be  in  them ;  for,  if  we  hold 
a  staff  in  our  hands,  the  feehng  seems  to  be  in  the  staff,  bnt  only  we  learn 
better  by  experience. 

26.  The  cause  of  the  vast  disparity  of  heat,  in  summer  and  winter,  cannot 
be,  because  that  the  perpendicular  ray  is  at  all  more  rapid  in  its  motion, 
than  the  oblique ;  for  there  is  no  reason  why  that  ray,  which  comes 
sideways,  should  not  fly  as  swiftly,  as  that  which  comes  right  down.  The 
one  and  the  other  are  sent  forth  from  the  Sun,  with  an  equal  degree  of  ve- 
locity; and  because  one  hi^pensto  meet  a  surface  sideways,  it  doth  not 
move  the  slower  for  it ;  nor  does  the  other  obtain  a  new  velocity,  because 
It  is  likely  to  stnke  the  earth  perpendicularly.  Indeed,  the  perpendicular 
rays  make  a  stronger  impresaon,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  because  it 
stands  firm  for  the  stroke ;  but  how  should  this  make  wny  diflTerence  in  the 
air  that  is  nearer.  But  the  reason  why  the  perpendicular  ray  canses  the 
greatest  heat,  is,  because  the  reflex  ray  is  more  opposite  to  the  direct, 
and  thereby  raises  a  much  hotter  war,  and  more  vehement  agitation,  of 
the  particles  of  the  air;  for  while  some  rays  fly  one  way,  others  fly  di- 
rectly  contrary,  so  the  agitation  must  needs  be  much  greater,  than  where 
the  direct  rav  and  the  reflex  ray  partly  come  into  the  same  course,  ht- 
•deed  the  surface  of  the  Earth,  with  respect  to  iU  minute  parts,  whidi 
xeflect  the  sun-beams,  is  so  infinitely  uneven,  that  the  reflex  ray  has  equally 
All  directions :  that  is*  the  ray  c  d  is  not  only  reflected  towards  e,  as  it 
would  be  if  the  sur-  iv     . 

4ace  of  the  Earth  ^«- '• 

were     a    looking- 

fla8s,buti8alsore- 
ectod  back  again 
towards  c,  and  ev- 
«ry  way  else  in- 
differently ;  so  that 
there  is  a  direct  op- 
position in  the  ob- 
lique ray,  as  well  as 
in  the  perpendicu- 
lar ray.  But  yet 
there  is  not  so  much 
opposition;  for  all 
the  reflexions  of  the 
perpeodicular  ray, 
a  6,  are  in  some 
mewure  opposite  to  the  direct  They  are  all  reflected  by  less  Umn  a  rirtt 
angle;  whereas  aU  the  reflexions  of  the  oblique  rmy,£rd,that  are  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hne/g,  perpendicular  to  c  c/,  are  l^  an  angle  greater  thu 
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Another  reason  why  winter  k  bo  much  colder  than  snmmer,  is,  because 


1^.4. 


Fig.  5. 


the  rays  of  the  8un,when  near 
the  horizon,  travel  much  lon- 
ger in  the  Atmosphere,  than 
When  the  Sun  is  more  over 
head.  Thus  the  ray,  b  c, 
travels  much  longer  in  the 
Atmosphere  from  /to  e,  be- 
fore it  comes  to  e,  the  eye, 
than  the  ray  a  «,  from  g  to  e. 
Therefore  the  light  and  heat 
of  the  Sun  at  6,  will  be  much 
less  than  when  at  a. 

Another  reason  is,  because  the  Sun,  in  winter,  is  so  inuch'  less  time 
above  the  horizpn,than  in  summer.  The  cold,  that  prevailed  in  the  night, 
is  not  chased  away,  by  the  short  sun-shine  of  the  next  day.  The  next 
night,  there  is  a  new  addition  of  the  cold  of  another  niffht,  and  every  night 
there  is  a  new  increase.  And  the  Sun  stays  too  litUe  a  time,  to  give  a 
check  to  this  progress. 

But  another  reason,  why  the  perpendicularity  of  the  rays  adds  to  the  heat> 
is,  because  the  rays,  that 
fall  upon  the  earth  ob- 
liquely, lall  not  near  so 
thick,  as  those  that  fall 
perpendicularly:  as  it  is 
very  manifest,  that  the 
rays  c  /  &11  thicker  an^ 
nearer  together,  on  the 
perpendicular  surface  I  m, 
than  on  the  oblique  sur- 
fitce  a  6.  This  makes  a 
diffefence,  as  to  the  heat,^ 
two  ways:  First,  because 
the  reflexion  of  rays  from  the  surface  a  6,  is  not  near  so  thick  as  from  the 
surfiice  /  m,  because  there  are  not  so  many  rays,  that  fall  on  a  6,  to  be  re- 
flected. I  acknowledge  that,  notwithstanding  their  falling  thinner,  yet 
the  reflexion  would  be  as  thick,  if  the  surface  were  a  speculum,  and  the  an- 

§le  of  reflexion  were  the  same  as  that  of  incidence;  for  it  is  manifest,  that 
Ae  rays  e/,  are  at  no  greater  distance  from  each  other,  after  they  are  re- 
flected towards  n,  than  they  were  when  the^  struck  the  surface  /  m  .*  And 
seeing  that,  by  reason  of  theunevenness  of'^  the  sur&ce,  they  |i.re  reflected 
every  way  indifierently,  the  spissitude  of  their  reflexion  must  be  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  spissitude  of  their  incidence :  for  it  is  manifest,  that  if  the 
rays  ef  had  been  reflected  towards  o,  they  are  reflected  much  thinner  than 
they  would  be,  if  reflected  by  the  same  angle,  from  the  surface  I  m,  in 
proportion  as  they  fall  nearer  together  on  the  surface  I  m,  than  on  the  sur- 
mce  ab.  It  is  also  manifest,  that  if  they  are  reflected  fVom  the  surface  I 
m,  towards  4,  in  the  same  an^le  as  from  the  surface  a  b  towards  n,  the  re- 
flection is  then  also  thicker,  m  the  same  proportion :  Secondly,  the  rays 
falling  thicker,  when  they  fkll  perpendicularly^  makes  \t  hotter,  because 
the  tmck  rays  heat  the  ground  more.  The  ground  ^^  ^^^  cause  beat  in 
the  incumbent  air,  only  by  reflexion  of  the  r%,^  of  ^^®  &uA,\mt  as  a.  atone 
or  bar  of  iron,  when  it  is  hot,  heats  the  air  TqV^A  aV>o^^^^  >  ^^"^  ^^^  ll,twm^, 
that  is  heated  by  the  summer  sunbeam,  wiH  ^.^  :*|t>e  ^^  ^i**^  ^\kemX,\)fto^^V 
the  rays  of  the  Sun  are,  for  a  short  time,  i^c^lV^^«^ 
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27.  It  appears,  that  the  visible  particles  of  ^  moniing^  For  are  Aot 
single  bubbles  of  water.  I  have  seen  a  frozen  fog,  a  fo^  of  which  these 
particles  were  all  frozen,  as  the^  floated  in  the  air,  which  were  all  little 
stars,  of  six  points,  like  the  particles  of  snow,  very  small,  and  were  not 
joined  together,  many  of  them  into  one  flake,  as  in  snow,  bui  floated  single, 
and  at  a  little  distance  looked  ever^  whit  like  other  fog,  only  not  as  thick 
as  other  fog  often  is,  and  not  so  thick  as  to  hinder  the  Son  fVom  shininn^ 
bright.  It  was  evident  that  it  was  not  a  fine  snow ;  for  it  was  otherwise  a 
Tery  clear  morning,  and  there  was  not  a  cloud  any  where  to  be  seen  above 
the  horizon.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that,  before  they  were  frozen,  thejr 
were  not  single  bubbles ;  inasmuch  as  a  single  bubble  will  not  make  one  of 
those  stars,  no  not  less  than  seven. 

28.  The  reason  why  there  are  so  many  more  fri^orific  particles  towards 
the  Poles,  and  in  the  winter,  and  where  the  Sun  is  absent,  than  near  the 
Equator,  and  in  summer,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Suu ;  is,  not  because 
that  the  heat  of  the  Sun  drives  the  frigorific  particles  away  towards  the 
Poles,  for  all  that  the  rays  can  do  is  to  disturb.  They  have  not  sense,  to 
drive  them  one  way  more  than  another;  neither  do  they  this  to  them,  be- 
cause of  an  antipathy.  But  when  the  Sun  has  great  influence,  they  are 
disturbed,  and  let  loose,  and  kept  from  settling;  but  at  the  poles  they  are 
fixed.  This  is  sufficieiit  to  solve  their  flying  from  under  the  Sun,  and  gatfa^ 
ering  at  the  Poles :  seeing  that  all,  or  the  most  that  come  to  the  ftAest 
there  settle  and  fix,  the  rays  of  the  Sun  not  dbturbing  tbeiiK  But,  if  all 
that  .come  there  &x  there,  there  will  necessarilv  be  most  of  them  gathered 
there  in  time.  And  seeing  those  that  are  under  the  Sun  are  unfixed,  ajid 
all  that  get,  by  any  means,  firom  under  the  Sun  do  become  fixed,  it  neces* 
sarily  foflows,  that  all  in  time  will  ^et  from  under  him,  because  they  are 
coDtmually  getting  from  under  him  by  accident,  and  those  that  eet 
from  under  him  fix,  and  return  not  a^ain. — ^This  therefcNre  is  undoubtedly 
a  reason,  why  the  Sun,  when  retummg  from  the  South  Tropic,  does  no 
sooner  get  the  victory  of  the  cold  ;  because  those  frigorific  particles,  that 
Were  brought  down  in  winter,  return  back  into  their  own  country  agaiih 
no  otherwise  than  as  they  happen  to  be  driven  by  winds. 

29.  It  ouffht  not  to  be  judg:ed  that  all  the  Blood  in  the  body  goes 
through  the  heart,  in  the  same  time  that  as  much  blood,  as  there  is  in  the 
body,  goes  through  it.  The  blood,  in  the  smallest  branches  of  the  veins 
and  arteries,  cannot  move  near  so  fast,  as  in  the  greater,  for  the  same  force 
will  not  make  it  move  near  so  swifily.  The  blood  had  need  to  be  impelled 
with  a  much  greater  force,  to  make  it  move  throuffh  a  small  vein  as  swift 
as  through  a  great  one;  yea,  though  the  blood  be  in  proportioA  to  the 
smallness  of  t&  passage ;  for  it  is  tl^  blood's  bearing  against  the  sides  of 
the  vein,  tha^.6top6  the  blood.  But  a  small  vein  has  much  more  of  sides,  iff 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  blood  that  it  contains,  than  a  neat  one. 
And  then  the  blood  is  somewhat  of  a  thick  substance,  which  will  move  but 
slowty  in  a  narrow  passage.  It  is  by  these  small  veins  and  arteries,  that 
the  body  receives  noerishment.  But  the  blood  wonkl  have  no  time,  or- 
derly and  regularly,  to  communicate  proper  neorishment  to  eaeh  part, 
which  requires  different  aliment,  as  nothing  to  the  brain  but  what  is  saitft- 
ble ;  so  that  for  the  animal  spirits  and  otMr  uses,  one  kind  to  the  variom 
bones,  kinds  of  flesh,  marrows,  humours,  and  the  IBre.  If  the  bleed  moved 
so  very  swifily  in  those  pipes,  as  in  the  greater  veins,  and  one  part  of  the 
body  were  diseased,  the  disease  Would  forthwith  be  communieated  to  all 
others.  We  find  when  a  person  is  bit  by  a  serpent,  if  it  be  in  a  great  vein> 
it  is  immediately  communicated  to  all  parts ;  but  if  not,  perhaps  the  quan- 
tity of  all  the  bloo4  in  the  body  may  go  through  the  heart  many  times^  be- 
fore the  body  in  general  fisels  much  of  the  effect  of  the  poiaoo.    If  tW 
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trenie  parts,  before  it  would  come  to  such  a  de|free,  wo«1cl  kill  the  man,  the 
Ahiltioffxtf'UiecQU.iUQod  woul4  be  so  muok.  Physiciaps  arc  wont* to 
chafe  the  limbs,  before  they  let  blood  to  fill  the  veins ;  thereby  causinjr  ^he 
bMJtii^  ihfi  little  v^iii^^  io  roove^wilfi^r  in  that^  ior  whicb  the  or^ce  li 

•  30^  The  pleasure,  tike  mind  has  by  the  Senses,  arises  imipediately  frpmp 
an  harmonious  motibn  of  the  Aniiwil  Spirits ;  th«tir  appujse  to  the  brain 
ibfiaf  in  ^  barmoiiiwit  ocdert  consisting  in  a  regular  piropoFtion  of  xime, 
4it»laitce  an4  eelerity.  W,e  know  it  is  Mius  in  one  of  the  senses,  to  wi{^ 
Hearing ;  which  may  lead  us  td  think  that  it  m  90  in  all  the  rest,  especial^ 
^imsideijpg  that  we  find  qgtiuqg,  that  the  mind  loves  in  thingSf  bat  propor- 
tion* Pain  is  caused  ,b|  a  notion  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  thfit  is  Qontiar^ 
^eto,  f,k9  a  Itoemtion  ai^,4islocation  of  the  parts  of  the  body,  which; 
^e^  &fr  its  ^sthicjtion ;  which  the  mind  ^hhqis,  by  reasoti  of  the  law  qT 
WHM^  beiweea  sdnl  aj^  body.,       ,         ' 

It  is>iiMtr(robab)e  that,  when  the  parts  oC,the.bbdy  are  touched,  the  Si^U 
Mfial  Spiii|»,  tb^^.were  jn  thpsepaVts  of  the  nerves,, go  quite  to  the  brain 
before  the.  s^^l  pefceives,  bi4  that  motion  iscd^tinuS  tp  the  brain,  m  tbe 
<|ub€)0'that  Qpntain  the.  animal  spirits^  as  njic^n  in  a  tirbe  filled  with  water, 
if  the  fitter  at  one  end  mov^  never  90  little,  the  moUgp  is  continued  quite 
io  the  otJier  end;  or  ^  the  motion, given  to  the  bipod  in  the  Arteries,  |iy 
^bepijil9^ofthehe^rt«is<^minilliicated  allover  thebp4y*       ^  ' 

81*  To  fh^w  h()w  Infinite  Knowledge,  as  well  as'Strength,  10,  necessary, 
fither  to  me  or  to  BMkintain^iiepiroper  existejpeeof.one^tpm;  fpr  exam- 
ple, an  infinite,  minute  knowludge  of  pt^rts^in  oid^r  to  teripinatibn,  £guTp,» 
mi  thfs  wkikm  oClM  pfurts  pfthe  surface*    \ \ 

rmnaf^'po  bc  eoisimBEass>  or  waittei^  fully  aboi/t. 

.     *  .[second  SERIMfJ     ,  '     ..• 

/  J.  To  pftove  the  Universe,  pr  Starry  WoiM,  tme  vast  Sphetpfif; 

2.  To  demonstrate  that  all  the  matter,  Which  is  without  tW  S|^'e^idr 
.  is  so  disposed,  as  tl^at  there  should  be  an  equaf  attraction  on  all  sid^,  and 

«o  nrobal^y  an  equal  q^aplity  of  matter.        '  '•   . 

3.  To  prove  that  this  Universe  caimot  be  a  small  body,  for  ittftaiK^;  a# 
a^^frtkleof  water,  in  some  greater;  because,  if  it  w'erb  so,  thegi^eatdr 
attraction  on  one  side  more  Than  ttnother,  Wmild  immediately  put  aff  tber 
bodies,  contjiped  in  it  out  of  order :  and  so  also  to  provi;  that  thef^  eamiot 
jte  another  Universe  within  burs'. 

4.  To  know  the  sh&pe  of  the  Spheroid  of  the  Unirersevby  obseftttticay 
j  of  the  Milky  Way ;  and  to  know  whereabout  pusr  SVstem  is  in  it^  Ist.  wilb 
;  remjCt  to  the  eli^oe  9f  the  greatest  circles,  firom  observatiener  of  the  ratky 
]  oFtne  brightness  of  the  opposite  sides  compounded  with  setneral  bther  ra* 

tioi— ^d.  With  respect  to  the  latitude,  or  the  ttiii  of  this  Sphiieroid>'tty 
' ob^serviog  how  )«m<Qh.  the  MiHcy  Way  dilfers'firom. a  ffreat  circle.  * 
V     5.  Tpjp^pw  tt^i^*e  Starty  World  cannot  be  ihflnHe,  because  it  ifra 
iSpheroidL  !,    . 

^.  To  write  coi^cprnii^  the  t>M  about  the  Son. 
.  '7.  To  write^concerning  the  dibUnce  6f  th^  Sun,  by  eb«eri*!k)ii  of  tto 
.  enSglitenfid  part  M*  the  Moon,  when  exactjfy  in  qurtidtaturtt 

8.  To  write  conp^tniog  t^e  use  of  CpmetB,  to  repwT  "the  wtetea  of  tte 
WvenW  bodies.         '.'  t  «  .       «» ^ 

$.  To  show  fcow' infinite  Wisdom  must  V-  eirtrciaca,  t*  otdet  nMt 
Qra-jih,  ani.fMptitm  mkithe  perfectly  l^tti^^ij^^  arid  tW,  *Wh0t^ 
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tlie  jumble  of  the  Epicureans  be  allowed,  dthodgh  itbe,  in  fiiet,  impm^ 
si^le. 

•  ID.  To  find  dut  a  thousand  things  by  due  obsertafion  of  the  Spbleroid  of 
tlie  Ufliveree. 

,      1 1 .    To  show  that,  however  thin  we  suppose  ^  belosure  of  Ae  Bfka- 

\ro.id  of  the  whole  Universe  to  be,  if  there  be  one,  jret  if  it  be  perfectff  «o- 

llki,  the  most  violent  shocks  of  the  greatest  bodies  in  the  world  wookf  Bof 
U>e  able  to  breakit,  or  in  the  least  to  injure  it.  ' 

12.  To  consider,  whether  or  no  some  of  the  TCleacopfcai  Star»  be  mt 

j  the  reflection  of  Real  Stars  from  such  an  inclosute— 4.  e.  ironr  the  eomnMni 

1  inclosure  of  the  Starry  World. 

^    13.  To  consider  thoroughly  the  abiectiont  that  may  be  made,  from  urofe 
little  stars  appearing  in  the  Milky  Way,  thAn  elae^ere. 

,      1 4.  Tp  tfhowhow  the  Motion,  Rest,  and  Direction  of  th*  Leci^Atomlammx, 

1  influence  on  the  motion,  rest -and  direction  ofeveribiody  iirthfeirnlvCTit; 

1  and  to  show  how,  by  that  means,  every  thing  whidi  happefls;  with  respeet 

to  motes,  or  straws  and  such  WtletMnjs,  may  be  ibf  some  gr«it  iMMsin  the 

whole  course  of  things,  throughout  Eternity ;  and  to  "show  how  fbe  least 

T^'rong  step  in  ft  mote,  may,  in  Eternity,  subvert  the  order  of  Ib^  UniversS; 

and  to  take  notice  of  the  great  wisdom,  that  is  ticceaiary,  in  order  thus  to 

:  dispose  every  atom  at  first,  as  that  they  should  gofbrthe  best,  thToug bout  all 

Eternity,  and  in  the  Adjusting,  by  an  exact  compotation,  and  a  niceanov- 

.  lance'to  be  made  for  the  miracles,  which  should  faieneedftd,  and  other  ways, 

Iwhereby  the  course  of  bodies  should  be  diverted.-J-And  theft  to  show  how 

Gods  wno  does  this,  must  he  necessarily  Ommiftimti^  and  know  every  tlic 

least  thing,  that  must  happen  through  Eternity.  . 

1     15.  To  show  how  that  the  Least  Atotn  most  Mve  an  hitoeiiee,  not  osAy 

I  for  the  present,  but  forever  after. 

.     le.  To  ahow  how  all  nature  consists,  intkings  bskg  pn^eiSBiy  wcmming 

I  to  strict  mles  of  justice  and  harmony.  ' 

1 7.  To  show  how  the  least  wrong  step,  in  the  leaift  atom,  happening  ever 

\  so  seldom,  if  it  returns  at  a  oertain  period,  would  most  certainly,  through- 

>  -out  eternity,  so  returning,  toi^Uy  subvert  the  order  of  the  Universe ;  or  if 

.  jt  be  supposed,  taking  one  4^ime  with  another,  to  be  equally  frequent,  as 
without  doubt  it  will  %e,  if  there  is  any ;  and  thence  to  show  that  there  i^ 

,  very  good  phihwopical  reason  to  think,  that  the  hainrof  our  heads  are  mil 
numbered.    (Vid.  62.)^ 

t8..  To  endeavQur  to  show  how  two  atoms,  whose  surfaces  are  nearly 
adjusted  to  each  other.  mi^,only  by  the  fon^e  of  gravity,  me<Bt  each  other 
with  incredible  celerity ; — and  to  show  how  by  that  meanH  Aso^  mav  be  be- 
If^ktten^  without  any  external  enkindling,  and  also  rayg  <f  Ugkt  enutted  ;«— 
i%ad  to  consider  what  may  aris^  fi^om  the  different  shapes  f>f  the.pir^les, 
with  respect  to  celerity,  colour,  or  otherwise. 

1 9.^  To  sh9w  that,  if*  a  congcHes  of  i)arti9]e9  of  matter  were  cast  toffither^ 
which  hadtheir  surfiices  thiis  fixed,  they  would  meet  each  ottisr.witn  soteh 
a  ^reat-celority,  and  ^jOld,  of  themselve^^  bound  back  to  the  same  ptace 
W3tb  ai^  equal  degree  dC  celerif^y.  ami  so  would,  of  themselves,  oonunue  to 
do  fi)rever ;  hut  that  celerity  bein^  increased,  by  their  niutual  impufiws,  vid 
repulses,  and  contmual  rep>er,cus8ion8,  until  at-iength  it  had  broufl4it  it'to 
animioease  decree,  su^cieut  to  send  them  to  the  end  of  the  woad,  with 
an  almost  infitnte  velocity,  and  this  velocity  receive  increase  a  thoosuid 
way«i,  byboundiiiff  upon  their  flat  surfaces  and  striking  one  another  Ut  dieir 
T  abound  by  round  surfkces,  etc.— To  solve  by  this  method,  the  tight  and  bsat 

.  of  the  Sttfi  a|id  8tar»— the  solving  the^iputd  qfiestifn  of  kindling  itW» 

.  ^J^Sk^  of  powder,  etc.  enkindling  of  roiled  liquo^,  eicT-To  show,  «)so, 
how  It  most  necessarily  be  so,  in  aoongeries  of  particles,  if  the  jisr|liMw 
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mr9mtjiU«,aiid«i9iO(l^pQ«ed,tliiitt^eycaD  have fturplftjr,w^^hout hind- 
rance. "      ■ 

^.  To  libflolately  demonstrate  that  two  atoms,'  touchinr  hy  isorfaces, 
tend  Vbtb  infinite  force  of  quantity  to  adhere  together^  on  this 
wise,  yiz«  Let  the  atomii  a  6,  and  c  6,  touch  each  other  by  sur- 
faces at  6.  Now  I  BAj  that  the  atoms  a  b^  and  b  c«  tend  te  ad- 
here tosrether^  by  an  infinite  quantity.  Let  the  atom  a  6,  be. 
sappoaed  to  be  divided  in  the  middle  at  J,  and  the  atom  c6,  at  A. . 
Let  the  inner  half  of  each  be  again  divided  in  the  middle,  viz. 
d  b^  at «,  and  h  6,  at'K  Let  e  6,  a]3o  be  divided  at/,  and  k  6,  at 
I;  Again,  let /* 6,  be  eoually  divided  at  a;,  and  26,  at  m;  and  so 
oiu  lot  each  be  dividea  ad'  u^fihi^am.  That  I  may  go  on  thus 
dividing  ad  mfimiiumj  is  evident,  because,  if  I  go  but  half  way 
at  a  time,  I  shall  never  come  to  the  end.  It  is  also  evident  that 
the  parts  of  the  atom  a  6,  tend*  to  the  corresponding  parts  <^  the 
atom  c  6,  according  to  the  squares  pf  the  distance  and  .the  quan- 
tity of  matter,  in  the  parts  attracting  imd  attracted.  And  it  is 
again  evident,  that  the  part  d  e,  has  half  the  quantity  of  mat-  - 
ter  of  the  part  a  d^  liecause.it  is  half  of  a  part  d  5,  that  if  equal 
to  it }  and  so  A  4;  has  half  the  quantity  of  matter  of  4  c.  And  it 
is  likewise  evident,  that  the  part  d  e  is  just  as  near  again  to  the 
part  hki^  th^  nart  a  <2,  to  the  part  c  4— that  is,  all  the  corres- 
ponding parts  or  d  e,  and  k  k,  th^  extremities  and  the  corres-! 
ponding  extremities j  the  middle  and  the  middle,  are  just  as  near 
again  to  each  other,  as  the  corresponding  partd  of  the  parts  a  d, 
and  A  c,  as  any  body  may  easily  see  it  most  needs  be :  so  that  it 
may  be  said  in  ^  general,  that  the  one  two  parts,  are  as  near 
again  to  each  other,  as  the  other  two  parts ;  i.  e.  that  d  e,  is  as 
oeai;  again  to  kkj^adtoke.  And  consequently,  because  at- 
traction is  as  the  square  of  the  distance,  the  attraction  would  be 
/our  times  as  strong,  if  the  quantity  of  matter  were  e^ual;  but  because^ 
the  quantity  of  matter  of  d  e,  is  but  half  so  much,  which  we  at  present  caU 
the  body  attracted,  therefbre,  if  the  quantity  of  matter  of  the  attracting 
part  h  ky  were  eqtuU\  still  the  gravity  of  the  part  d  e,  would  be  but  twice 
as  much.  But  seeing  the  quantity  of  matter  of  A  A:,  the  attracting  body,  is 
also  but  halfso  much,  therefore,  tne  gravity  is  but  just  equal.  So  that  we 
have  proved  that  the  gravity  otd  «,  and  k  k^  towards  each  other,  is  just 
equal  to  the  gravity  oiadyio  ck.  And  after  the  same  manner  it  is  pro- 
ved U^t  the  gravity  of  the  remaining  parts, «  /,  and  Jb  /« is  just  equal  to  the 
gravity  ofd  e,  and  h  k,  and  consequently,  to  a  d,  and  c  k;  and  that  the 
gravity  ofe/io  k  /,  is  eqiial  to  that ;  and  offg^  and  /  m^  to  that,  and  so  on ; 
And  cofise;quent]y,  Uie  gravity  of  each  and  all  of  them  equal  to  the  gravity 
of  the  first,  and  so  of  all  the  rest  of  the  infinite  dtvisio;i  that  ml^ht  be  nmde, 
Whence  it  follows  that  the  gravity  of  the  first  part  a  </,  to  c  A,  is  an  infinite 
number  of  times  in  the  atom  a  6,  and  so  in  the  atom  c  6,  and  (:onsequently, 
tnat  the  gravity  of  the  whole  put  together,  is  actually  infinite.  For  cer- 
tainly, any  small  quantity  of  attraction,  l^t  it  be  ever  so  snrnll,  (if  it  be  a 
milUoDth*  or  a  million-millionth,)  ifit.be  an  infinite  number  of  times  repeat- 
ed, will  anH>unt  to  an  infinite  gravity.  Wherefore,  the  atoms  a  6,  and 
c  6,  tend  to  each  other,  with  an  infinite  fi>rce  of  gravity,  Q.  E.  D.— N;  B. 
Fcom  this,  again,  to  prove  our  whole  scheme.  ^     ' 

' '  21.  That  the  adhesibn  of  bodies  arises  fron\  Gravity,  proved  ftom  the 
ai4hesion  of  two  polished  marbles,  in  the  exhau^^^ftd  Veceiver. 

!2?.  Solidity  is  gravity ;  so  that,  in  some  «qk      the  Eaaeiiteof  ^iod\^^  \» 
Gravity— and  to  show  how  the  very  bare  b^^^^  ©f^o^Vy^  ^\X\ioMt  a>i^^. 
^ng  harmonjoi^s  being,  necessarily  infers    ^X\?  .^-f    a^^^  ^-t)  ti\>^t^'^  % 
■ ',  .  .  .       ..  '  S»r-  "  -  : 


e 
f 

■ 

0 
■^ 

m 
I 

k 
h 

C 

Digitized  by 


Google 


lit  intiiML  " 

\  My  of  BeAing  Ibr  a  mecbmhical  ckusd  of  (jraffty.  Ifiit  i4>  0%Mnre  U«t 
tbk  bad  as  moeb  a  mechanical  cau^e  as  afiy  thing  io  the  world,  and  far 
as  philosophically  to  be  solved,  and '  ouglit  no  more  to  be  attributed  to 
tiie  immediate  operation  of  God^  than  every  Ihfng  else  wbich  indeed  arfoev 
fr#m  It;  and  th^Lt  Gravity  is  nO  way  diverse  from  a  principle',  byw6iclV 
Matter  actp  on  jSlatter.  ; 

23.  Because  it  b  universally  iQlowed,  ftiiet  Gri&vity  depe6dif|  immMately 
;  on  tbct  Divine  influence,  and  oec^use  it  inay  be  broved  that  Solidity  and 
\  Gravity  are  in  a  good  sense  the  same,  and  resolvable  into  each  other,  ana 
'  because  Solidity  has  been  proved  to  be  the  vory  l^hig6flL  body;  tbierefdre, 
we  may  infallibly  conclude,  that  the  very  being,  anifl'tbe  manner  dfb^^« 
[and  the  whole,  of  bodies  depends  immediately  on  toe  Divine  fietng.-^To 
jshow  how  thajt,  if  Gravity  shoiUd  be  withdrawn,  the  whole  tTnivefse  #t)UM 
iin  a  moment  vanish  bto  nothing;  so  that  not  only  the  Wett-bi^g'of  this 
^  world  depends  on  it  t  but  the  very  biiinf. 

«4.  Relative  to  thie  l9th.  To  show  how  a  congerjefof  secondnry  par- 
iieles,  rightly  compounded,,  may  do  likewise  (  though  not  as  *ireIL 

25.  Relatmgtp  the  ^.^Expcpt  we  suppose  a  Revolution;  and  to  show 
thbt,  being  of  such  a  figure,  it  cannot  be,  without  causing  gtciX  confudon  ; 
and  to  *how.tbai,  le^  the  figure  be  what  it  may,  ther6  Will  be  ^cat  at- 
tractions  among  the  Stars^^the  same  as  the  Tides. 

^-  To  bring  in  an  observation,  somewhere  in  the  ptoper  platffe,  thfet — 
inMead  of  I{obbes'  notion,  that  God  is  matter^  and  that  {tfl  8ubstanc<&  istniittel' 
-—that  nothing,  thai  is  matter,  can  possibly  be  God;  and  that  no  ihatter  Is, 
in  tht  most  propet  seoset  matter,  according  to  the  1 1th  CorotArfr  or 
Pi•o^2. 

27.  To  olpervey  in  &  proiM^r  place,  thai,  sinde  Creafa^n  U  th6  fiM  6aufi- 
tejgofsuch  resistance^andUphoIding  isthe  cdusiny  of  it 'successively;  there- 
fere  the  same  porson*  who  created,  upholds  apd  governs  j  whence  wc  may 
learn  who  it  is  that  sustains  this  noble  fabrick  <^  glorious  bodies— and  to 
CKpatiate  much  upon  it. 

^,  To  deiaonstrate  th^t  everr  thing  don^{  at  least,  ^t  d^n  j  o«i  aft 
infinite  number  of  capsea  concurring,  or.  the  alteratiofi  of  them, — tfpoti  in 
indefinitely  little  alteration  or  tutn,  espcciafly  ^n  men's  minds ;  and  fiience^ 
|n  a  proper  place,  to  show,  that  no  Finite  spirit  can  predict  such  tbthgs. 

29.  The  Definition  of  an  Atom:  Such  a  bod,y,  whose  pfirts  tre  no  way^ 
separatee!  fafy  pores,  but  has  all  its  parts  oonjoined  by  an  absolute  continui- 
ty of  matJter.  v. 

30.  Relating  to  the  Note  of  th^  $tb  Corollary,  Proposition  t.  Hence 
we  may  learo^  that  anid»soluteIj  ^lid  body,  may  have  as  much  vkcuityj 
within  its  sur^ce,  as  any  body  wnatsocYer,  tBat  is  not  absolutely  solid. 

31 .  Rcittember  to  place  all  about  motion,  und<ir  the  bead  of 'Ac  )f  ^iie# 
0X  Harmony  of  Existence*, 

I  3^.  To  obsorve  how  the  Planpts  may  act  on  subhinary  th^i^^such  0 
/  slants;  animals,  bodies  of  men,  and  indir«H;tIy  upon  their  sovis  too,  by  th4t 
)  infioitdv  stibtUe  matter  diffused  all  around  them ;  wj^icb*  in  all  probabmty,  ft 
;  BO  subule.  as  to  permeate  the  Air,  and  any  bodies  whatsoever,  but  mofe 
I  especially  the  Mopn,  but  most,  of  all,  the  Comets,  because  of  the  great 

Saantity  that  is  diffused  from  them ;  and  to  show  how  it  is  probat)le  the  An- 
ents  got  the  notion,  from  thp-long  experience  of  the  Anteditovldis. 
33L  iielating  to  the  IC^h.  -.Coippute  bow  much  Motion  thefe  tfiay  be, 
in  an  inch  smia.re  of  Gunpowder,  when  set  on  fire,  compared  with  some 
«plid  body«  when  moviag  straight  forward ;  and,  from  the  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  lit,  to  prove,  that  it  could,  neither  take  that  motion,  from  any  cir- 
ctimamhient  body,  nor  have  it,  in  itself,  before,  and  that  it  was  aik  actniO 
ereation,  at  that  very  thne ;  knd  to  show  the  only  way,  wheteby  motion  la 
creal^d,  ia  by  Attractiop,  and  therefore  that  this  roust  be  from  Attraction. 
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St.  Ti»  Mhow  bow;  on^  by  what  kw0,  a  componrd  rbo%,  of  aBy 
^lefr«o  of  rtrity,  may  havd  otny  debtee  of  hardnesd  or  *n)Mpsnibili<^ 
ty ;  and  rke  tersa,  hoW  a  vefy  (fenee  body,  and  of  tittle  taeulty,  may  be, 
itt  eolnpariadB  of  it.  rery  00ft  and  separable^ 

95.'  Relating  tatbe  19t6v  To  show  how  flerfandahilMig  (bodies)  are^ 
inflamed,  or  e^iffhtened,  in-  tftis.  mannef . 

96;  To  Bbdw,lf  1  tbiiMcptoj^r,  bow  Sir  hmtt  Newtoa  was  vetr  senai 
Me,  tbftt  all  Spontaneous  BikkMlHig  w«0  iVM»  a  ceitaia  apeciea  of  attime- 
.tion. 

9?.  To  show  tbot  it  ii  nolOnty  higflily  probable^  b<it  abaohitely  ceitain, 

i  ^at  the  PbM  Slara  are  so  many  Btum.    for  it  is  certain,  in  tlie  nrat  plaoe, 

I  rbat  f  bey  dOflhiiM  by  (heir  &kn  K^bt !  K  e.  not  by  the  Sun's  r  for  altho'  we- 

^do  n^  etftctiy  kMcNT  hew  ik^diilant  tbey  are«  yet  we  knov  that  they  lire  8<» 

^^dhrtttnt,  M  least)  that  the  amntal  RetohitiDn  of  the  Earth  mak^  no  senai* 

tHd  ^Hlehitkin  m  fbeit  position.    And  we  know  cenain)y,  that  the  light  of 

ittier  Skiff,  tfeaiidif  a  diktnee,  Will  be  no  moM  tha^  about  so  naoh,a8  the 

Hght  of  a  Flxdd  9itit  m  here.  •  (Let  my  body  oaleiilate  and  see.)    And 

.«6w  P  ask,  Whethet  dr  no  It  be  net  ceitAin,  thitt  no  body  will  refle<^  th# 

feht  of  aif(iitherlMdy,*whicfr  doed  not  shine  npon  it  brigbieirtfaMai  a  ms^W 

\  Inxtd  St«r  does^p^  tht  Bh^,  so  mueh  as  to  cause  it  to  ^ine,  with  its 

i  reAeot^  Hj^t,*so  brightly  as  the  Fi«etf  Btin  ^,  at  Mich  ft  didUnc^.    An4 

itltem,  hi'  im  ttit6ti  jiTaee^  it  is  certain,  they  must  be  pretty* hear  abeutr  s^ 

^g.    Add  tMrdlvi,  it  ta  (iertain  Chat'  they  nmat  shine  with  as  hrieht  a  light, 

jor  dse  they^eoora  never  appeet no* bright  at  sttehacBstimce.    l%iswemay 

I  ajto^*  be  ceatairi  of,'  bfr  difeulMionf.    Which  th¥ee  things  aife  all  tbiit  are 

neenen  to  make  ti  fSvA* 

t    C^»fofl.  T.  fhnn  the  feregohig:  That  etir  Sdn  is  n  Fiifed  Stms  '^  ts  cer> 
/  fifehi,  fl»  (hat  aiiy  odefpttiticuhkr  Stttr  hi  the  heavens  is  one. 

Cbfolf.  2.  It  is  te  probable  tffat  the  ether  Fixed  Stafs,  ^r  Sbns,  have 
I  S^Mems  of  pianets'ahout  them,  as  it  wtenld  be  that  odm  had,  to  t>ne  whf 
vficd  seen  a  Fiied  thdf ,  or  Sun,  etery  way  like  it,  have  them. 

38.  To  Bring  in,  if  the)^  hajmens  a  g^eod  plaeef  fbr  H,  that  it  is  eqnally 
prdhab]e,in  Itself,  that  dll,  or  the  grMerpart,  of  the>tJniverse  was  crea^ 
j  tM  $!t  the  time  of  the^  Mosaic  C^tration ;  as  thaft  ell,  or  the  greatest  part,  df 
'  tft^  Onhrerse*  Was  ereattfU  at  oneii,  at  ewy  ^her  time. 

99;  Relating  to  the  18fh.  To  show  that  the  motidn  will  be  made  by 
reboemd^ig,  if  the  tMrUdes  are  efastic ;  and  how  that  motion  will  be  other^ 
wise  Begotten",  if  they  be*  not  etestie,  btit  perfetelly  har^. 

4(K*'To  ollservc  that,  Ibr  anght  we  know,  ifhe  mbst  d^bse  bodies  we  ar9 
acqaainted  with,  <fo  not  take  dj/abont  the  lO,oeo,O0O,OOOtb  p<<rt  of  the  space 
they  are  b  j  if  there  shall  be  need  of  taking  notice  of  it. 

At:  llelating  to  tie*  14th.  To  mstanee,  how  all  and  every  of  the  parti^ 
rfes,  hcte  upon  the  Earth,  do  fWlow  a  particular  particle,  to  the  atmos* 
I^ere  of  a  plarret^of  a  Fixed  Star,  etc.  -  ^ 

4S.  Td  observe  a^boot  all  t)^  mountains  being  pitched  oy%t  to  the  West- 
ward. 1 

43.  To  observe  about  all  stones  b^lttg  broken  pieces  ofstoncs. 

44.  Tb'  observe  that,  if  bodies  have  no  substance  of  their  Own,  io  nel* 
ther  is  solidity,  stridW  speaki^,  tf  property  belonging  to  body,  and  to 
ehow  how.  And  if  sdltdity  Is  ifot  bo,  neUhcr  are  the  other  properties  iy»f 
hody,  Whibh  depend  vpotf  it,  alitf  are  ortFf  ihodt^tions  of  \\\  so  that  \liet% 
is  sjeither  rtial  substance,  nor  propeirty,  folon»i»y-,  to  bod\es;  \wl  aft  tY\a.t  is 
real  is  immediately  in  the  Firrt  Being.         ^  ^ 

Onta.  1.  ItoceBeehow  Ge0fa'siid,sM  ^  J^wtop«V^^^\>e  Bwt  •** 
iliisi,  ori  if  there  was  nothing  elee  in  the  Wrv^^  X  boAVe^,  We  otsi\>j  BmA 
Tm^y  so^iat  it  ma^  besaid,  in  a  stricter  ^^i  ^rln  Yv>^^tV«j>^'t^«^*^ 
«nd  there  i^aone  beside  thee.**  ^^>iC  ^ 
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CarM. 2.  Utmce  mm, tkat,  instead  of  JIatUr  beiof  tfieoolm  prpp^ 
subflUfice',  and  more  Bobstantial  tban  any  tbing  else,  because  it  is  oard  «iid 
■olid ;  ffiij  h  b  truly  nothing  at  all,  strict)^  anil  in  itself  considered. 

Coroll.  3,    The  nearer  in  nature  beings  are  to  God,  so  miidt  the  more 
properly  are  they  beings,  and  more  aubstantiak     And  that  Spirits  are- 
mucb  more  properly  beings,  and  more  sUbstaatial,  than  bodies. 

45.  To  observe,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  iwow,  bownt  comes  io  pass, 
that  there  are,  in  all  Continents,  however  uneven  and  confused,  biDj  and 
jumbled,  though  they  seem  to.  have  mountains  and  rallies,  indifferently, 
and  undesignedly,  every  where  dispersed;  yet,  that  there  are  such  eoo-  " 
venient  Channels,  whereby  water  may  be  conveyed  ftom.tbe  middle  of  th« 
Continents,  'and  horn  all  part«,  into  the  Oc^ao.  .  The  reason  is,  when  the 
world  was  first  created,  the  water  covering  all  the  e^rth,  the  sur^ce  of 
the  earth  must  needs  be  very  soil,  and  loose,  and  easily  worn  oc  altared* 
by  the  mationsof  the  water;  and  afterwards,,the  water, retiring  in aucb  m 
vast  body,  into  one  place,  from  off  the  «ontinenta,JMAd  some.plaipea  of  t|»e 
(ffoatineuta)  being  higher,  and  others  lower,. some  were  easily  worn,  otbera 
moretiiffioult ;  in  some  places,  the  waters  moving  with  mere  force,  n 
othera  with  less,  some  places  would  neceasarily  be  w^rn  de«ner  tlMs 
others,  from  the  middle  of  4he  continent  to  the  ocean :  and  aa  the  water 
decreased,  as  gomg  off  from  the  earth,  all  would  mtire'into  thoae  chao- 
nels;  .«nd,  the  -water  still  decreasing,  the  remainder  would  run  in  the  ^MfH 
er  places  of  these.^hanoela;  and  alter  th^  J[tbe  waters]  wen  gone,  they 
lefl  channels  every  where;  into  whitfh,  the  wa^rsafterwardaguahiiMrcMtft 
in  various  parts  of  the  continent,  woald  naturally  £nd  th^r  way»  Thua^ 
also,  afler  the  Deluge,  when  the  snrface  of  tiie  earth  was  agam  kKHenei. 

By  this  meanf  it  comes  to  pasa,  thatf  g^erally,  onr  large  nyfn  hsve 
tbampaign  countries,  without  stpnea,  on  each  side  of  them,  bej^  we 
oome  to  the  ridgee  ^f  mountains,  that  commonly  run  parallel  ^to.  them, 
|t  some  distance,  on  each  side ;  and  yet,  nearer  the  river  atill,  there  am 
meadows  on  each  side,  lower  than  tjie  plain ;  and  last  of  all,  the  channel 
itself,  a»in  Connecticut  River,  because  the  water,  when  it  firat  began  to 
ifeflow  from  the  land,  it  moved  in  vaM  ^ai|tities,  onongh  to  fill  the  whole 
•  space  between  the  parallel  mountains;  so  that  the  reason,  why  the  coun- 
try is  so  plain,  is,  because  it  was  all  once  the  bottom  of  a  nver ;  hut  after^ 
wards,  tha  w^ter  decreasing,  was  confined  to  a  narrower  compass,. and 
wore  the  roeadpws  out.  At  last,  still  narrowin|jr,  it  was  copfined  to  tlie 
space  between  the  banks.  But  there  being  still  a  remainder,  in  the  cbann- 
paign,  and  country  between  the  greater  QhannelS|  thid,  flowing  off.  by  de- 
grees, into  them,  Htore  the  lesser  channels,  (br  our  little  rivers.. 

46.  The  reason  of  Uici  different  Refrfmgibility  of  Bo^m,  must  ^e„  either 
the  diferent  Figure,  or  JUagnitude,.or  Hardness,  ot  Internal  Texture,  or 
Density,  of  the.  Rays.  There  can  be  no  other  di^rences,  between  oae 
ray  and  another,  except  the  difference  bq  apme^f  these.-^Now,  first,  it 
cannot  be  tlie  different, Pigure,  that  causes  the  different  Rcfirangibihty. 
This  would  not  cause  some  rays  to  be  more  attracted  towards  the  edge  of 
bodies;  for  all  bodies,  ec^ual  in  other  respects,  ar^  equally  atlraot^, let* 
them  be  of  what  iiffure  so  ever;  nor  will  this  serve  to  explain*  bow  some 
are  more  easily  reflected,  than  others.  Different  Magnitude  is  alUEe  in- 
iMifficient  fur  these  purposes.  Different  Hardness  can  cause  no  dil^renoe 
in  the  Attractibility.  The  Internal  Texture  can  make  no  manner  i^dif* 
ier^nce,  either  in  refraction  or  reflection..  If  th^  Quantity  of  Matter,  and 
the  Surface,  be  the  same,  the  different  Swiilness  of  ]tfotipn  cannot  be  the 
reason.  Wherefore,  there  remain^  nothing  more,  tbat  cai^  be  the  c^uee, 
Wthe  different  DofifUy-^ike  different  Quantity  of  Matt^er  in  the  raya,  in 
the  same  rdom*    Then  we  will  suppose  there,  to.be  a  great  deal  ofJmn- 
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e))ce,  bet'ireen  the  nys  of  the  Son,  in  thk  respedt-^otne-more  dea»6,aD«l 
Hom^  more  rare,  as  in  all  otber  bodies.  Now,  there  will  be  t!iis  other  dS*- 
ference,  arising  fVom  this,  viz.  that  the  densest  rays  will  come  from  t^ 
'  Sun,  with  the  m6fSt  rtipid  motion ;  not  because  they  are  less  obstrtreted,by 
the  medium  they  so  through,  but  because,  as  every  body  maj  see,  their 
mutual  repercussions  in  the  Sun,  before  they  leap  out  into  the  viist  eir- 
eumambient  expanse,  wiHii^  much  hiore  violem,  because  of  thefr  ^rreatec 
gravity,  which  wo  have  shown  to  be  the  i^cason  of  these  repercussions. — 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  we  have  no  reason  to  think,  but  thjit  there  is  a  dif- 
l^ence  in  the  Density  of  the  Rays  of  the  Sun;  and,  if  so^  we  are  certain, 
that  that  will  cause  a  differenee  in  the  Rapidity  of  their  Motion;  aiid 
'  then^forc,  certainlV  would  cause  a  diffi^rence  jn  their  ReJ^rangiyUity  /  for 
it  is  certain,  that  those  raysj  that  move  swiftly  by  n  body,  wHl  be  attracted 
least  by  it,  and  those  that  move  slowest  by  it,  will  be  .attracted  mtMrt. 
This  will,  also,  dertairtly  cause  a  difference  iti  the  RefiexvbiUpy  of  Rays; 
for  those  rays,  that  strike  on  a  bod v  with  greatest  fotce,  will  be  toost  di* 
ficultly  reflected,  and  those  that  strike  wilh  l^ast  ibr<^e  Will  be  reflected 
most  easily :  those,  that  strike  it  most  forcibly,  are  most  likely  to  lAake 
their  way  forward  without'  reflecUon ;  and  those  bodies,  that  are  most 
likefy  to  stand  a  stroke  of  t^e  weaker  rays,  so  a^  to  reflect  them,  will  give 
way  to  the  stronger  rays.  Now,  whether  thil  difference  in  the  density  of 
ttie  raya  be  the  reason  of  the  differexyt  Refrangtbility  or  no  \  I  think  we 
Inay  be  si^rre  of  this,  that,  if  the  true  reason  were  removed.  Mid  ttrere 
should  be  a'  difference  in  the  Density  of  Rays,  this  would  certiniBly  be  a 
new  reason  of  diflerencein  tlie  Refirangibilit^.  / 

It  may  be  objected  to  this,  that  tbei^  is  an  infinite  variety  in  the  deini^r 
of  bo<fies,  and  so  doubtless  of  rays,  and  at  that  rate  there  wouki  be  an  iht- 
nite  variety  of  simple  Colours. — I  answer^  And  so  there  is ;  and  muHitndes 
'have  been  distinguished,  titid  more  might  be,  if  we  had  instruments  ahd 
senses  sufficiently  accurate.  The  progression,  there  is  fVom  the  highest  to 
'  the  lowest  colotiTS,  is  through  an  mfinite  variety*  But  the  reason,  why 
there  are  no  <iolours  below  Slue,  is,  because  if  there  are  any  rays,  rarer 
tb«n  the  blue,  they  are  so  Weak,  that  they  degenerate  into  shade,  and  are 
iradiBtingaishable  from  darkness,  and  becatise  they  ha?e  not  gravity 
'enough  to  beget  s  niotion  in  them,  snflElcient  to  cause  them  to  leap  out,  4t 
such  a  distance. 

'  '  This  explication  very  Well  agrees  wRh  experience.  Red  is  the  highest, 
istrongest,  harshest  colour,  becaute  it  is  caused  by  the  densest  and  most  ra- 
pid rays ;  bhit ,  more  jrentle  and  weak.  Red  gives  tjie  most.  Tight,  becaose 
the  rays  have  more  of  vivacity^  and  more  sth>ngly  aflfect  the  orjrant  blue, 
the  nearest  a||>roai;hing  to  darhiless.  Red,  long  beheld,  is  paihfhl  to  the 
>yes ;  green  and  blue  tie  pleasing,  easy,  g^tle,  inoffensive  and  i>ealtbflil 
to  the  organ.  Bhie  ia  so  weak  a  colonr,  the  rays  are  so  weak,  that  they 
^re  reflected  fh>in  the  weakeet  bodies,  such  as  a!r,  and  their  exhalatiotis, 
-is  in  the  bhienesa  of  the  skies;  which  are  so  weak,  that  they  let  throuffh 
tHe  stronger  rays ;  though  sometimes  at  sunsetthig,  when  the  air  is  dense, 
aQ  the  rest  of  the  rays  are  stopped  but  the  Ried,  which  %ht  their  wscy 
^through  all  the  exlntlatbus  the  air  is  flill  of,  and  then  the  Sun'  looks  as  red 

Its  btlKfd. 

Corrdhiry*    Becduse  theire  is  such  a  difference  in  tiie  Density  of  the 
rays  of  Hght,  it  appears  that  the  Atoms,  of  which  tbe  raya  ofW^^ht  ate  com- 


posed, are  Immensely  less,  than  the  rays  th^in^^vett* 

47.  Since,  as  has  been  snown,  body  xs  ntjtl^tf  bt^i  •**  infinVle  i 
in  some  parts  of  spaee,  canned  bfthe  imtaiert^  oiewe^  <i!\>*rfvafc  jtt^; 
it  Mows,  that  as  mat  aind  as  wonderfbl  iw^^    \«i  eVer^  xDftmotA'^'^^fWsiV.^ 
in  thei^9M<Kfir^ttae'wt>dd,a9a(first  wiuu^^e<^-^Vi*<iTii«tei^:**«^^^^ 

V4<^ 
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.  «nce9.|uid  tjie  .pr^rviUioB^  pi^  tho  continui^lioii  or  tlie  r^titiod  pf  thir 

<  nnajAr_AVorv  nftnmMnt  t/i  /*anflo  tkiq  ■ffigjptiTIPV^  ?    SO  ihflt  jJ|Q  UxUV^rSC  1^  CT^' 

«    AQd«  ^f  R  were  noi  for  our  imagina- 
tee  Ihat  woaderf))!  work  j>^hbrmed  cob- 
Doroing  siir«»  wb^n  tliey  aajo^  .togutjber* 
iuliarly-woadcoful  in  Trees,  beyond^  aojr 
inimBie  wotld,  even  tbe  manaer  jof  iLeir 
nazuig  diver»fication  ipto  such  curioas 
od  seeds,  and  s^  sucoessiveljr  &om  oae 
DAerffrom-afe  to  sge,  ibrevert     . 
n  |he  teed,  has  opened  a  door  for  findii^ 
hat,  ifire  nMgbt  have  knawQ  that  the  parts 
ore  thfiy  are  in  perfection,;  for  the  bud* 
is  nothing  but  the  Jeayes,  twiffs,  flowers 
eh  we  see  by  degrees  unfold  tneoHMlyes- 
n  the  seed,  does  Apt  seem  to  solve  the 
ly  does  not  Jseep  to  its  rule,  does  not  ejf 
or  We  may  make  the  tree  grow  almost  as 
?Te  will  peep  out  new  branches  from  the 
lu^  sign  of «  branch.    But  if  the  branches 
.intfiesameiSimna 
hegroi^isgof  one  t 
^ring,  of  trees,  that 
I,  are  actually,  conta 
another,;  for  this  no 

the  san^  seed^  firu,  .^ . — ^^,^. 

ol^aocesiiops  of  ^me  tree,  less  tAan  another>and  by  tha^  time  we  come  to 
the  least,  (we  must  be  allowed- to  speak  contoadietions  heco^ithe  oifaring 
will  be, so  mviersus,  that  tb^e  wili  be  actually  an  infinite  uumber  oTtress 
,of  the  salne  sise  and  standing.  Wl^ofore  this  matter  -  Af  the  Growth,  of 
Trsesstidlvemamy  very  difficult.  ... 

•  The  I'eassn  of  it  would  nut  be  altogetl^r  so  diffisult  and.peii>leaiin|E0  if 
•Ihey  always  grew  iti  the  same  regular  order.  We  fdo  not  despur  of  £b4* 
ing  out  the  resson  of  that4  whi<£  alwjftys  happens  alike,  and  m  the  saine 
order.  Thus,  when  we  have  reduced  the  motion  of  the  Plaiietsto  a  n^e, 
we  have  got  ikb^ve  half  way  towards  ipving' the  j^ason  of  their,  motions. 
But  the  Kraoches  of  Trees,  seem  uotcafAble  of  h^ing  seduced  tp  any  nde 
at  all;  but  there  is  an  infinite  variety-<-<-one  Wncli  grow|i  oiit  hers,  spd 
another  there,  wklipqt  ^y  order. 

But  we  abail  be  fielpedia  tihi*  matter,  if  we  considei;,ttft  all.  trees  sod 
.plantSt  unJlvewUy*  when  they  first  sprout  out  of  tne  jgronftdy  while  thei^ 
19,  as  yet,  but  pna  twig,  are  eiuMAlv  xctgular^  tbat.is«  having  fte  buds 
which  grow  out  of  theni,  which  are  .brspeh^.mmistatiirs,staiidiitf  in  » 
regmlar  -and  uniform .  .apaner-^a  iesf  always  growii^  under  ihe.bsX  ^In 
some*,  two  cosiis  out  together,  .one  rif^t . opposite  to  tba^  other,vsiwi||e 
.<4timdi^g  traosysTse  to  the  hst  two,  ss  lAlhe  twig^^ip  IJietOWfMsiras; 
la  eUicini,  butronf?'at  a  time^  sU|ndiqg .  at  ^egiiUr  ii/gUnem^  "op  .fffereyt 
sides,  in  such  order  as  to  stand  round  the  twig,  in  the  form  of  a  npew^sai- 
tbst  the  brasrhest  shall  stand  o«t  on  every  sid^iM  ilk  the<twig«  Cd,  in  the 
§pple«  ^he  |iear«  the  cherry;  etc. ;  in  oUietSv  haviqi£^«^.tpge%er»  gmsdiy^ 
out  of  opposite  sides,  but  not  staiidiqg  tsanavf rse/Uks  jflie49Mtf^jmaa  inXhe 
twifT  £  F ;  In  e^h^^,  <hf  viiy  lour  or 4ve  stan^gj^Qsnd  the  twig  loge|hsr> 
l^.m  G^{  In  ot^fs,haiMAgb^.oneia^  a  time,  stfsdiov  always  opcmil* 
to  e^]e^r„>if  .ii)  J  .|K^  SRO  lianumerable  othier.wa^'s,.  but  yet  shsays 
NfuW.    AadjM'the  fisstsproHtsof  the|rta4se.ailNi9»  m^mr^mu^ 
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'^the  yoeng  sproots  of  the  tree  afterwards,  when  the  tree  conies  to  he  dhri- 
Jed  into  many  branches ;  yea,  always  as  Umg  as  the  tree  lives,  all  the  twigs, 
wiat  are  of  that  years  ^prowth,  are  regular,  flo  that  it  follows,  that  the  body. 


N 

\ 

N 


H 


/     ^ 


ihe  main  branches,  and  the  little  twigs,  and  every  part,  of  every  tree  m 
the  world,  in  their  first  beginnings,  were  regular.  So  that,  if  all  the  trees 
had  continued  as  they  were,  in  the  year  that  they  grew ;  the  whole  tree, 
with  an  the  branches,  small  and  ffreat,  would  be  regular.  And  now  we 
are  sore  that,  if  the  sap  did  not  flow,  more  easily,  mto  one  bud  or  branch 
than  another,  or,  if  one  were  not  otherwise  advantaged  above  another,  if 
all  the  buds  and  branches  had,  in  all  respects,  eoual  advantages  for  grow- 
inj^  *  the  tree  would  be  most  exactly  regular.  It  follows  clearly,  and  cer- 
tamly ;  for,  if  the  common  trunk,  A  B,  when  it  first  grew,  was  r^ular,and 
the  branches,  /,  s^  »,  o,  at  first  were  regular,  and  the  branches  of  the 
branches,  as  r  «,  were  also  regular,  and  so  on ;  it  is  certain,  if  all  these 
branches  continued  as  they  were  at  first,  and  every  bud  or  branch  expand- 
ed itself  alike,  that  the  whole  tree,  A  B,  will  always  continue  to  grow  reg- 
ularly. Thus  far  we  are  clear,  that  the  miniatures  of  all  plants  are  regu- 
lar, and  that  there  is  no  provision  made,  in  the  seeds  and  bud,  for  any  but 
%  regular  growth,  and  that,  if  it  were  not  for  some  accidental  causes  that 
promoted  or  hindered  the  growth  of  one  of  the  branches  or  buds,  n  o,  more 
than  another,  that  all  the  tree,  in  the  end,  would  be  regular. 

We  need  not  perplex  ourselves  to  find  out,  what  should  give  one  a 
gi  eater  advantage  of  growth  than  another.  The  least  thing  in  the  world 
may  be  sufficient,  when  they  are  so  small  and  tender :  ten  thousand  things 
might  be  thought  of. 

Many  plants  do  actually  always  continue  to  grow  regular ;  as  most 
herbs  ana  weeds,  that  are  but  of  one  year's  growth,  and  come  trees;  and, 
of  those  that  err  ftt)m  their  seminal  pattern,  some  keep  nearer  to  it  than 
ethers. 

We  therefore  conclude,  that  the  first  trees,  that  ever  were,  were  regu- 
lar trees,  or  at  least  regular  parts  of  trees,  so  contrived,  with  vessels, 
pipes  and  valves,  that,  as  it  receives  more  sap,  it  continually  desires  to 
shoot  forth  towards  B.  And  infinite  wisdom  60  contrived  the  curioua 
workmanship  of  the  inlets,  receptacles,  pass^^es  and  outlets,  from  A  to  B^ 
that  that  which  is,  by  degrees,  added  at  ^  bV  ^^^  geicvUe  moUonof  Iha 
sap,  firom  A  to  B,  through  the  pipes,  shall  k  '  ^Ia\,  Valo  tbe  same  form,  auA 
Bhall  come  out  in  the  same  fashion,  as  if  U  ^  ^  ctsl  V^lo  a  tao\iVA.    \X  b 
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ako  80  contrived,  that,  as  it  contmues'to  proceed  towasds  B.  the  cowee  of 

■ome  of  the  pasBages  shall  be  directed  so,  as  to  cause  it  to  shoot  forth  oa 
the  side  at  n,  and  at  ewery  such  reguhur  distance,  just  as  the  engineer  con- 
trives his  clock  to  strike  at  uniform  distances,  and  the  sap  proceeds  for- 
wards in  the  branch,  n  o,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  did  in  the  trunk  A  B; 
and  in  like  manner  breaks  out  at  the  sides,  at  regular  distances  from  r  to  #, 
and  then  branches  forth,  in  like  manner,  at  the  sides  of  r  «,  and  so  on,  in 
infinitum,  to  the  world's  end.  And  the  trees,  that  grow  now,  are  nothing 
but  the  branches  of  those  first  trees;  which,  although  the  comoiunicatioa 
with  the  original  branch  has  ceased,  yet  still  continue  to  groyv  and  to  be  di- 
versified into  more  branches,  in  the  same  regular  and  uniform  method,  in 
infinitum ;  and  the  seeds,  from  whence  our  trees  proceed,  are  no  new  plants, 
but  branches  of  the  old,  a  continuation  of  the  same  plant, -in  its  infinite 
regular  progress — branches  not  yet  expanded.  The  trees,  or  seeds,  or 
whatever  they  were,  that  God  first  created,  were  only  the  beginning  of 
this  progress,  enough  to  set  it  a  ^oing.  So  it  is  contrived,  that,  at  such 
due  and  uniform  distances,  these  little  centinuations  of  the  branches  of  the 
tree,  while  they  are  very  tender,  shall  be  wrapped  in  the  curious  covering 
and  shelter  of  leaves,  flowers  and  iTuits,ancl  some  only  of  leaves  and  flow- 
ers, and  shall  drop  off;  so  that  when  the  seed  drops  cm,  it  is  only  the  regu- 
lar continuation  of  these  branches.  And  as  it  drops  into  the  ground, 
though  the  continuation  is  uninterrupted,  yet,  receiving  sap  from  the 

ground,  it  will  not  cease  to  grow:  which  is  no  more  strange,  than  that  the 
ranch  of  an  apple-tree,  if  cut  off  and  cast  into  the  ground,  will  continne 
to  grow. 

The  leaves  are  still  nothing  but  branches  of  the  tree,  that  grow  not  so 
big,  and  so  contrived  as  to  cleave  together  a.ter  such  a  manner.  So  like- 
wise is  the  flower,  and  the  fruit  too  is  a  compages  of  branches,  yet  other- 
wise modelled.  There  is  nothing  belonging  to  a  tree  but  branches ;  and 
all,  that  the  first  trees,  which  God  created,  had  to  do,  was  to  proceed  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  iu  such  regular  branches,  having  various  stated  pe- 
riods, at  the  same  stated  distances :  at  which  periods,  there  happen  re- 
markable changes,  and  unusual  phenomena,  among  the  branches,  as  there 
may  be  various  periods  in  an  engine  of  human  contrivance :  some  return- 
ing every  second,  every  minute,  every  quarter  ef  an  hour,  hour,  day,  month 
and  year. — As  for  the  leaves,  flowers  and  fruits,  they  are  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  continuation  of  these  regular  branches,  but  as  part  of  the  sub- 
Stance  of  the  trunk  to  which  they  grow.- 

There  is  but  here  and  there  one  of  these  buds,  that  fiprow  thus  regular- 
ly and  expand  themselves.  Perhaps  some  die,  most  or  them  continue  in 
their  littleness  and  imperfect  state ;  the  sap  not  running  plentifully  enough 
into  them,  having  more  free  passage  elsewhere,  or  bemff  by  some  means 
diverted ;  and  so,  the  part  growing  bigger,  they  are  at  last  covered  in  it, 
and  lie  latent,  until  by  some  means  the  passage  of  the  sap  elsewhere  is 
stopped,  as  by  lopping  of  the  tree,  or  otherwise ;  and  then  the  sap,  flowing 
more  plentifully  into  them,  causes  them  to  spring  forth,  and  make  their 
wav  out  of  the  bark.  It  may  lie,  like  a  seed  in  the  tree,  for  many  years, 
and,  upon  such  an  occasion,  spring  forth.  Hence  it  is,  that  those  little 
twigs,  how  small  soever,  though  but  of  one  year's  growth,  tJiat  grow  out 
of  great  trees,  yet  always  have  their  beginnmg  and  riae  close  by  the  very 
heart  of  the  tree ;  because  all  the  rest  that  is  above  it  has  grown  and  been 
added,  since  the  tree  wsm  so  small  as  to  bear  buds  at  that  place.  We  had 
as  good  think  that  trees  grow  out  of  the  ground,  without  seeds,  as  that 
branches  grow  out  of  the  trunk  without  buds ;  for  the  buds  are  but  another 
sort  of  seeds,  that  cleave  to 'the  tree,  and  the  seeds  are  but  another  sort  of 
buds,  that  drop  into  the  ground. 
49.  (Vid.  11.)  In  order  to  this,  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  God  should 
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WXltbe  mmiW  of  the  stars,  and  Itnow  the  eauust  bknieflS,  wei|j^,  deosit]^* 
Bamber,  and  distance,  of  those  gireat  bodies  of  the  Universe;  not  only  that 
he  shouid  weigh  the  mountains  in  exact  scales,  and  the  hills  in  perfectly 
even  balances,  and  measure  the  seas  as  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand;  but  he 
must  comprehend  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure.  He  must 
measure  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  aU  these  respects — he  must  know 
the  exact  number  of  the  particles  of  dust,  the  exact  dimensions  and 
weight  of  evenr  atom,  the  exact  distance  of  every  one,  vea,  of  every  part 
of  eyery  one,  from  every  other,  yea,  from  every  part  of  all  others  in  the 
tmi verse.  Thus,  Infinite  Wisdom  is  as  much  concerned,  not  only  in  ^e 
excellent  Arrangement  of  the  world,  but  in  the  simple  Creation  of  it,  as 
Infinite  Power.  Yea,  one  single  atom  cannot  have  a  being  without  it: 
one  single  atom  could  not  move  without  it,  inasmuch  as  we  have  shown, 
that  motion  cannot  be  without  Infinite  Wisdom ;  and  again,  that  no  body 
could  have  being,  without  motion,  any  otherwise,  than  as  the  world  had  a 
being  from  all  eternity. 

50.  The  only  way  that  the  soul  can  influence  the  body  is  by  the  emit- 
ting of  animal  spirits  from  the  brain;  and  when  the  soul  retracts  animal 
spirits  from  some  part,  it  is  by  emission  in  others.  This  emission  is  either 
natural,  which  follows  merely  from  the  presence  of  the  soul  in  the  brain ; 
or  voluntary,  that  which  follows  of  itself,  from  thoughts  and  passions.  And 
the  only  way  that  the  body  has  influence  upon  the  soul,  is  by  the  influx  of 
animal  spirits  to  the  brain,  or  efflux  from  it. 

51.  When  I  come  to  speak  of  the  Body  of  Man,  let  a  demonstration 
of  th»Soul,  being  distinct  from  matter,  be  inserted. 

52.  (Vid.  17.)  That  is,  the  least  wrong  step,  would  thus  disorder  all 
things,  and  quite  overthrow  the  Universe,  except  God,  from  time  to  time, 
set  the  whdh  Universe  a  going  anew;  wliich  would  be  necessary,  because 
the  least  wrong  turn  in  one  atom  causes  a  wronff  motion  in  every  atom  in 
the  Universe;  and  this  also,  returning  at  the  end  of  some  given  period,  or 
continuing  at  iatervak  of  time,  longer  or  shorter,  equal  or  unequal,  would 
at  length  overthrow  the  Universe. 

53.  I  beUeve  all  Fluidity  arises  from  Repulsion. 

64.  If  the  Fixed  Stars  moved  round  the  Earth  in  twenty-^tir  honrii 

;  none  of  them  would  be  seen  here  upon  the  eartb ;  none  of  their  rays  would 

i  ever  reach  the  Earth :  For  although  it  cannot  be  demonstrated  how  far 
V  distant  they  are  from  us,  yet  they  must  needs  be  so  far  distant,  that 

such  a  motion  would  be  at  least  ten  tiroes  so  swifl  as  the  motion  of  the 

rays  of  light.     Accordmg  to  the  ordinary  computation  of  their  distance, 

it  would  bo  several  thousand  times  swifler.    But  we  will  suppose  it  to  be 

>  ten  times.  Where-  -d^       o 

fore,  1  say,  that  if  JJ ■^[^^'^p  -^.^ 'W 

the  motion  of  the  ^ 

,Star  at  8,  round 

the  Earth  T,  be  ten 

.  times  so  swift  as  the 

>inotionof  the  bodies 

'emitted  on  all  sides, 
from  the  body  S, 

itume  of  those  emit- 
ted bodies  will  ever 
reach  the  body  T. 
)n  such  cases,  it  is 
evident,  that  bo- 
dies so  emitted. 
Would  have  a  two- 
fold motion ;  vi2. 
a  motion  whereby 
they   are    emitted 
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ftom  8,  and  atso  the  motion  whkb  thev  receive  wRh  tiie  body,  Hinfo  t6ef 
tie  with  it.  Thus  the  raj  R,  emitted  from  8  towards  T,  would  bended 
have  a  motion  towards  W  ;  which  it  had  while  it  was  in  the  body,  equal 
to  the  motion  of  the  body  8,  and  whicli  it  don't  loee  when  emitted. 
Wherefore  it  is  mamfest,  that  the  motion  of  R  towards  W,  will  be  le« 
times  80  swift  as  its  motion  towards  T :  so  that  by  the  time  it  has  got  the 
distance  from  8  to  T,  in  the  direction  8  T,  it  is  manifest  it  will  have  got 
ten  times  as  far  towards  W,  or  in  thirt  direction :  so  that  it  is  most  man- 
feet,  that  it  would  never  reach  T.  And  even  the  ray  B,  that  is  seat  out 
right  behind  the  star  8,  moves  nine  times  as  swiftly  to  wads  W,  as  towarda 
E.  So  that  it  is  evident,  tliat  all  the  rays  that  can  be  emitted  fVom  the 
•tar  8,  move  at  least  nine  times  so  swifUy  towards  W,  as  they  gain  to- 
wards the  Earth.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  they  all  will  fail  on  thrt 
side  of  the  Earth,  that  is  towards  W.  We  will  take  one  instance  more. 
Let  the  emission  of  the  ray  O,  be  towards  O,  It  is  evident,  that  this  ray 
will  never  gain  one  inch  towards  E,  or  the  East,  being  carried  at  least 
nine  times  so  swiftly  towards  W,  or  the  West,  the  contrary  point :  Because, 
beinff  earned  at  mst  nine  times  so  swiftl]^  towards  W,  by  that  time  it  ia 
got  halfway  of  the  distance  in  that  direction,  it  will  have  got  nine  time* 
as  far  to  the  West,  and  therefore  will  miss  the  globe  of  the  Earth. 

65. — Proposition.  The  Cohesion  of  bodies,  or  the  parts  of  bodiee,  tm 
one  another,  can  be  from  nothing  else  but  their  tendency,  or  ^viu,  one 
to  another.  8o  that  all  cohesion  in  the  world,  arises  fVom  this.  This  ia 
the  only  reason,  why  every  the  least  part  of  all  bodiea  do  not  move  proper- 
ly at  liberty,  without  any  respect  cme  to  another.  For  instance,  the  only 
reason  of  the  cohesion  of  the  bodiee,  or  the  parts  of  i- 
bodies  a  b,  must  be  from  their  tending,  or  gravitating,  C  • 
to  each  other :  for  it  must  be,  either  because  they 


tend  to  each  other,  or  because  the  parts  of  the  body  a,  next  to  ^,  are  linked 
and  fastened  in,  amongst  the  parU  of  the  body  b.  I  can  thmk  of  no  me^ 
tmi.  Neither  ia  the  second  another  case  different  from  the  irst ;  for  the 
question  is.  Why  all  the  corporeal  parts  below  the  plane  c  dy  cleave  to  aiqr 
of  the  parts  above  that  plane  ?  Let  aome  of  the  corporeal  parU  be  parti- 
cles, conceived  as  c<nning  out  of  the  body  o,  and  linked  and  locked  into  the 
parts  of  the  body  6,  or  no.  It  is  all  one,  as  if  they  are  conceived  aa  only 
parts  of  the  body  6,  only  cleaving  to  the  body  a.  It  is  evident,  therefore* 
that  this  is  not  the  reason :  therefore  the  other  is. — N.  B.  When  bodiee 
are  pressed  together  by  circumambient  bodies,  the  proposition  does  not  re- 
gard that  as  cohesion. 

56.  The  parts  which  constitute  the  Atmosphere,  are  two-fold.  (1.)  The 
parts  of  the  Ether,  drawn  and  pressed  together  by  gravity  to  the  Earth  : 
which  is  nothing  but  exceedingly  minute,  subtil,  active  particles,  which 
parts  are  the  most  penetratii^.  Now  it  is  certain  if  there  be  any  Etherial 
Matter  at  all,  however  little,  this  is  one  pert  of  the  atmosf^iere.  For,  if 
there  be  any,  that  which  is  round  about  the  Earth,  or  any  other  cele« 
tial  body,  will  be  very  much  condensed  and  pressed  together,  by  its 
tendency  to  such  body.  So  that  although  it  be  almost  mfinitely  rare,  at  the 
distance  of  four  or  five  diameters  of  the  Earth ;  yet  it  will,  according  to 
the  laws  of  gravity,  be  thick  enough  at  the  surface  of  the  Earth,  soUiat 
there  are  no  proper  bounds  to  this  part  of  the  Atmosphere,  inasmuch  aa  k 
is  nothing  but  the  Ether  pressed  together,  according  as  it  ia  nearer  or  far- 
ther from  the  centre  of  the  Earth.  It  is  in  vain  therefore  to  pretend  to 
setting  bounds  to  the  Atmosphere.  (2.)  Another  part  are  the  vapoors  and 
exhalations  which  ascend  from  the  globe^parU  of  liquids  rarified,  so  aa 
to  ascend  from  the  Earth,  by  n>eans  of  the  gravity  of  the  rest  of  the  Atmoa- 
phere.    Theaa  vapoura  are  whoUy  constituted  of  small  bubUes,  aa  m  now 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KOtSd  •N  WATMAL   SClfiNCC.  738 

•fticl  by  pfaUotophera ;  tbeM  babbles  beioff  lighter  than  the  Atmosphere^ 
not  because  the  liquid  of  it,  which  makes  me  skin  or  wall  of  the  bubble,  is 
rarer  than  theair^but  because  the  air  or  subtile  matter,  that  is  in  the  bubble  is 
by  the  sunbeams  or  otherwiseymade  more  rare  than  thecircumambientair:  so 
that  take  the  skin  of  the  bubble  and  all  together  ,and  it  is  lighter  than  a  part  of 
the  air  that  is  round  about  it,  of  the  same  dimensions.  When  we  say  that 
the  air  within  the  bubble  is  rarer  than  that  without,  it  must  be  the  etherial 
part  of  the  air,  or  at  least  another  part  of  the  air  that  is  not  constituted  of 
these  babbles,  for  that  which  is  in  all  the  bubbles  is  not  the  bubbles.  Now 
here  in  the  first  place,  it  is  certain  that  these  exhalations  do  constitute  a 
part  of  the  Atmosphere  that  is  round  about ;  and,  secondly,  it  is  certain  that 
they  do  not  wholly  constitute  it,  as  has  been  by  some  thought ;  for  it  is  ccm- 
trary  to  the  supposition,  viz.  that  these  bubbles  are  lighter  than  the  air, 
tind  therefore  ascend  in  it.  Than  what  air  are  these  bubbles  lighter  ?  It 
is  not  meant  that  these  bubbles  are  lighter  or  rarer  than  these  bubbles,  and 
therefore  ascend  among  them :  so  that  these  are  not  the  primary  parts  of 
the  air.  Yea,  it  is  certain  that  the  matter  of  our  Atmosphere  is  the  very 
same  with  the  Ether,  the  same  with  that  which  is  in  the  spaces  between 
the  heavenly  bodies ;  and  that  there  is  a  certain  subtile  matter  in  these 
spaces,  and  that  it  is  the  same  with,  or  at  least  partly  constituted  of,  the 
air;  only  the  air  is  the  Ether  much  compressed.  If  it  has  been  proved 
that  the  self-expanding  quality  of  the  air  is  so  great,  as  has  been  said  by 
the  late  philosophers ;  for  if  one  inch  square  of  it,  when  free  and  having 
nothing  incumbent  to  press  it  together,  will  expand  itself  so  much,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  whole  Atmosphere,  being  free,  and  having  nothing  incumbent, 
will  expand  itself  into  all  the  Solar  System.  And  if  one  inch  square  of  air, 
«t  the  distance  of  a  semi-diameter  of  the  Earth,  will  expand  itself  so  as  to 
fill  the  Solar  System,  then  there  is  nothing  incumbent  upon  the  Atmos- 
phere sufficient  to  hinder  its  free  expansion :  so  that  the  matter  of  our  air 
is  abroad  in  the  heavenly  spaces. 

2.  The  etherial  part  of  the  air,  that  is  here  near  the  Earth,  is  much  more 
compressed  by  reason  of  the  exhalations,  or  that  part  that  is  made  up 
of  bubbles  floating  in  the  air;  for  though  they  in  themselves  are  lighter 
than  the  air,  yet  Oiey  have  some  weight,  and  must  therefore  necessarily 
add  to  the  weight,  that  is  incumbent  upon  that  lower  part  of  the  Atmos- 
phere, whereby  the  air  below,  in  general,  is  denser  and  heavier,  and  so 
more  able  to  b^r  up  more  such  eximlations. 

3.  There  is  yet  another  way,  whereby  the  rays  of  the  Sun  do  doubtless 
cause  particles  to  ascend  off  from  terrestrial  bodies,  beside  this  of  rarifying 
of  liquids,  and  making  of  them  lighter  than  the  air,  so  as  to  be  buoyed  up 
thereby.  For  as  the  air  or  Ether  is  nothing  but  exceedingly  subtile  and 
agile  particles,  made  so  exceedingly  elastic  and  diffusive,  by  their  lively 
motion  one  among  another ;  so  when  the  rays  of  the  Sun  separate  particles 
as  subtile  as  they  are,  and  like  unto|  them,  from  terrestria]  bodies,  and 

S've  them  as  brisk  a  motion  as  the  particles  of  Ether  have,  such  partides 
ereby  do  become  some  of  them,  or  in  aU  respects  whatever  become  par- 
ticles of  ether,  and  will  move  up  or  down,  on  one  side  or  another  indiffer- 
ently, in  the  Ether,  as  other  particles  of  Ether  do.     Now  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  there  are  great  plenty  of  particles  in  terrestrial  bodies,  that  are  as 
fine  as  the  Ether,  but  only  are  fixed  adhering  to  other  particles  by  gravity, 
and  want  nothing  to  make  them  become  parts  of  Ether,  but  to  be  diseo- 
ffaged  and  loosened,  and  to  have  a  suficieivtly  active  motion  fj^ven  thesa. 
We  have  showed  that  all  bodies  are  coostiK^ied  o^  ^^^^^'^^  w^\c\k  are,  it  is 
probable,  finer  than  any  etherial  particl^n       ksx^  ^^  la  iwst  to  \w^  eifiKAA«A, 
therefore,  that  all  bodies  are  capable  of  iT,    ^\^Ne^\\Ao  ip».tVA,%a^wi 
as  etherial  enes.    Bat  this  is  what  I  woi^VtlJ  T4<>a^^^^«»  ^^^  «^^ 
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emty  of  particles  in  bodies^proper  for  etherial  matter^  aad  waaliog  ndthiii^ 
t  to  be  loosened  and  set  in  motion.  And  if  it  be  so,  I  think  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  rays  of  the  Sun  do  daily  disengage  and  loosen  plentjt 
and  set  them  into  a  motion  sufficiently  lively  and  brisk ;  and  so  that  there 
is  continually  rtsinff  etherial  matter  from  on  the  snr&ce  of  the  Earth,  and 
that  this,  in  considerable  measure,  constitutes  the  Atmosphere,  and  is  not 
specifically  difierent  from  the  first  constituent  parts. 

4.  And  seeing  these  particles  are  so  very  active,  and  therefore  diiusm* 
and  move  indifferently  any  way  in  the  Ether,  no  doubt  but  those  that  are 
daily  raised  from  off  the  Earth  may  disperse,  many  of  them  at  immense 
distances,  in  a  very  short  time,  though  not  so  quick  as  rays  of  light,  nor  in 
right  lines  as  they  move. 

5.  There  are,  doubtless,  the  like  etherial  particles,  continually  diffboed 
firoro  the  other  Planets,  as  from  the  Earth ;  and,  ceteris  poribue^  the  more 
any  planet  has  of  the  Sun's  influence,  the  more  of  these  particles  are  dif- 
(used  from  it ;  and  therefore,  there  are  abundantly  more  from  Comets, 
than  from  any  of  the  Planets.  And,  seeing  there  is  such  subtile  natter, 
difl^ised  around,  from  all  the  heavenly  bodies,  into  the  etherial  spaces^  it  is 
probable,  that  the  Ether  is  chiefly  composed  of  them. 

6.  We  have  these  two  reasons,  to  think,  that  the  motion  of  these  bub- 
tile  particles  is  exceedingly  rapid,  (I.)  Because,  they  receive  their  motion 
from  the  rays  of  the  Sun,  which  move  so  swiftly,  as  to  come  from  the  Sim 
in  seven  or  eight  minutes;  and  (2.)  It  can  absolutely  be  proved,  by  their 
l^at  elasticity — so  great,  that  an  inch  square  of  air  will,  by  its  elasticity, 
if  sufficiently  compressed,  be  of  sufficient  force,  to  move  a  prodigious 
weight;  which  could  not  be,  except  the  motion  of  these  particles  were 
prodiffiously  swift. 

7.  This  matter,  that  arises  from  the  heavenly  bodies,  will  diffuse  itself 
abundantly  faster,  at  a  distance  from  those  bodies,  than  near  them ;  boUi 
because  they  are  so  much  less  retarded,  by  their  gravity  to  the  bodies  frnom 
whence  they  came,  and  because,  they  have  millions  of  times  more  liberty, 
and  their  motion  less  resisted  bv  circumambient  particles. 

8.  There  may  be  a  great  difl&rence,  in  the  kinds  of  particles,  diffused 
from  different  planets :  even  as  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  particles, 
that  are  diffused  from  particular  bodies,  upon  the  Earth,  which  causes 
different  odours. 

9.  Those  Effluvia,  that  are  diffused  from  the  bodies  of  the  Universe,  dif- 
fusing themselves  so  fast,  and  beiuff  so  fine  and  penetrating,  and  of  difl^er- 
ent  kinds,  may  cause  considerable  and  different  effects  in  other  planets. 
Being  diffused  into  all  parts  of  the  etherial  spaces,  and  mixing  themselveB 
with  their  atmospheres,  and  being  so  very  active,  they  may  produce  con- 
siderable effects  in  the  temperature  of  their  air,  and  on  their  plants  and 
animals,  which  have  so  much  to  do  with  their  air.  And  these -effects  wiU 
be  diflfetent,  at  diflerent  times,  according  as  the  bodies  are  nearer,  or  fur- 
ther off,  and  according  as  the  rays  of  the  Sim,  which  cause  them,  fkll  upon 
either  the  side  that  is  towards  them,  or  that  that  is  from  them.  And,  ocfo- 
rit  parUnUy  those  bodies,  which  are  nearest,  will  have  much  the  greatest 
tfiects  upon  the  Earth,  and,  therefore,  the  Moon  has  vastly  greats  eflbcts 
of  this  kmd,  than  any  of  the  Planete.  And,  eeUrie  paribtu,  those  bodies 
will  have  the  mat  est  effects  upon  the  Earth,  which  emit  roost  of  these  ef- 
fluvia ;  and,  therefore.  Comets  wiD  have  much  greater  alterations  upon 
the  Earth,  than  any  of  the  primary  Planets. 

10.  Whether  these  effluvia  are  diffused  from  one  star  to  another,  in 
an  hour,  or  a  month,  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time,  it  alters  not  the  case. 
Neither  will  it  cause  but  that  there  shall  be  constant  different  effects,  pro- 
duced at  certain  periods,  according  to  the  difl^nt  places  aad  aspects  of 
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the  staTB,  provided  that  these  effluvia  are  propagated  to  the  same  dis<* 
tmnce,  at  the  same  time.  For,  as  to  this,  it  alters  not  the  case,  whether, 
»t  the  Full  Moon,  we  have  the  effects  of  the  effluvia  of  the  Full  Moon,  or 
of  the  First  Quarter,  or  of  the  New  Moon:  yet,  it  will  not  follow,  but 
that,  at  every  Full  Moon,  we  shall  have  the  same  effects  produced. 

11.  It  seems  to  me  probable,  that,  before  the  Flood,  when  the  Earth 
enjoyed  so  temperate  and  undisturbed  an  Atmosphere,  when  the  effects 
of  the  ftars,  of  this  nature,  were  constant,  being  not  disturbed  by  the  per- 
turbations of  the  Atmosphere,  as  now,  and  the  lives  of  men  were  so  longi 
that  they  knew  the  effects  of  the  Planets  upon  the  Earth ;  that  they  could 
foretell  nearly  w^hat  effects  such  a  position  or  aspect  of  the  Stars  would 
produce  in  the  Atmosphere,  and  upon  the  plants  and  animals  of  the  Earth; 
havincr  so  much  opportunity  of  experience  and  observation,  by  reason  of 
their  long  lives ;  and  that  the  tradition  of  this,  from  Noah  and  his  sons  to 
their  posterity,  has  been  the  cause  of  that  general  opinion,  which  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  have  had,  that  the  various  phases  and  appearances  of 
the  planets  had  a  considerable  effect  upon  tlie  earth ;  and  thus  |rave  rise 
to  Judicial  Astrology,  and,  in  a  great  measure,  to  their  Worshipping  of 
the  Planets. 

12.  Corollarf^y  from  the  first  part.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  Atmosphere  of 
the  Moon  is  so  much  less,  and  thinner,  than  that  of  the  Earth:  it  having 
8o  much  less  attraction,  it  cannot  attract  so  much  of  the  ether  about  it, 
nor  will  it  be  so  much  compressed,  and  so  dense. 

13.  These  effluvia,  or  subtile  particles,  are  not  only  continually  dispol* 
ving,  and  difibsing  from  the  bodies  of  the  Universe,  but  also,  doubtletss, 
are  oontinuallv  settling  to  those  bodies,  aud  so  become  fixed  a^ain.  I  do 
not  suppose,  that  they  precipitate,  as  dust  in  water ;  but,  seeing  that  far 
the  greatest  part  of  the  etherial  matter  that  is  in  the  whole  Universe,  it 
near  the. surface  of  the  Stars;  these  particles,  crowding  about  these  bo- 
dies, doubtless  often  are  catched,  by  coming  so  appositely  to  some  of  their 
fixed  particles,  that  they  adhere  by  their  gravity,  and  their  motion  is  not 
sufficient,  to  carry  them  clear.  They  may,  also,  so  far  lose  their  motion^ 
that  it  shall  not  be  sufficient,  to  keep  them  playing  off  from  the  Earth. 

14.  Here,  near  the  surface  of  the  Earth,  where  the  air  is  so  dense,  par- 
ticles, that  are  not  so  fine  as  the  particles  of  pure  ether,  may  easily  diffuse 
themselves,  nevertheless ;  the  Atmosphere  cotmterbalancing  most,  though 
not  all,  of  their  gravity,  so  that,  their  motion  may  cast  them  to  a  great 
height  and  distance.  And  of  these  particles,  our  Atmosphere  is  doubtless^ 
in  considerable  measure,  composed ;  and  of  this  kind,  I  suppose,  the  efflu- 
via, which  cause  odours,  to  be,  and  other  effluvia,  that  are  emitted  from  all 
bodies,  upon  the  Ekurth,  set  in  motion,  not  only  by  the  ravs  of  the  Sun,  but 
also,  by  the  motion  of  circumambient  aerial  particles,  and  by  intestine  mo- 
tion, in  the  bodies  themselves. 

57.  1.  It  is  already  determined,  what  Exhalations  are,  that  they  are 
nothing  but  bubbles  of  water,  including  atmospheric  air,  or  some  other 
otheriiQ  matter,  considerably  rarer  than  the  air  without.  The  only  thing 
that  wants  to  be  known,  is,  how  these  bubbles  come  to  be  made.  In  or- 
der to  determine  this,  we  must  first  know,  how  any  bubbles  are  made, 
which  is,  by  driving  a  parcel  of  air  under  the  surface  c^  the  water ;  so  that, 
the  water  being  so  fluid,  immediately  closes  near  it,  so  that  there  is  a  par- 
cel of  air  inclosed  by  the  water.  Now,  this  inclosed  air  immediately  ga- 
thers itself  into  a  globular  form,  by  reason  of  the  gravity  of  the  parts  of 
the  air,  one  to  another,  as,  likewise,  the  gravity  of  the  parts  of  the  water, 
which  will  prevent  uiy  prominences  of  water  \t\VJ»-^^' •^^"^^S®^  ^^  *^^* 
The  air,  also,  immediately  ascends  again,  *""  efoeTge  i^rom  tVie  water, 
whereupon,  meet  of  the  water  that  was  Ov^^  »  t^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^** 
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but  water  being  a  thiAg,  whoee  particles  are  eo  fitted,  (me  to  aDother,  that 
they  adhere  one  to  another,  by  their  gravity,  the  skin,  or  the  walls  of  tb« 
bubble,  will  not  inunediately  break;  though  the  particles  of  water  run  otf 
with  infinite  ease,  beibre  it  comes  to  the  last  skin,  because  they  run  upon 
other  walor,  that  attracts  it  as  much,  as  these  particles  that  they  ran 
from* 

2.  What  makes  small  bubbles  break  is,  1.  The  endeaTour  of  the  air 
quite  to  emerge ;  for  the  lowest  part  of  the  air  is  something  lower  than  the 
surface  of  the  water,  by  reason  of  the  weight  of  the  j^ 
incumbent  water  in  the  skin  of  the  bobbles :    2.  The 
weight  of  the  water,  whereby  it  endeavours  to  run  off 
down  to  the  body  of  water :  S.  The  attraction  of  the 

water,  that  is  at  the  basis  of  the  walls  of  the  bubbles;  J 

for  the  water,^that  is  at  A  and  C,  attracts  the  water  of  Au^ 
the  skin,  that  is  next  to  it,  with  considerable  strength. 

3.  We  see  that  small  bubbles  live  much  longer  than  great  ones,  1.  be- 
cause the  skin  is  not  so  strongly  attracted  by  the  subjacent  water,  inas- 
much as  the  margin  of  the  bubble  is  not  so  largre ;  and  t.  the  endeavour  of 
the  air  to  emerge  is  not  so  great,  there  not  being  so  much  below  the  sor- 
hce  of  the  water,  because  the  weight  that  presses  it  under  is  not  so  great. 
S.  Because  the  weight  of  the  water  of  the  skin  is  not  so  great. 

4.  A  very  small  bubble,  bein^  disjoined  from  the  water,  and  suspended 
In  the  air,  provided  the  air  withm  remains  as  it  was,  and  the  bubble  be  not 
broken  by  something  external,  would  live  forever,  or  at  least  a  very  long 
time ;  for  the  weight  of  the  water,  whereby  it  tends  to  run  firom  the  top  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bubble,  would  be  very  inconsiderable,  the  bubble  being 
so  small ;  and  then  a  parcel  of  air,  ascending  out  of  the  water,  would  take 
BO  more  water,  than  just  would  suffice  for  a  skin.  The  weight  would  ba 
nothing  near  equal  to  the  tendency  of  the  particles  one  to  an^er ;  for  we 
■ee  in  great  bubbles  it  is  hardly  equal,  where  the  weijfht  is  so  much  great- 
er ;  therefore  the  weight  would  not  be  sufficient  to  disjoin  those  particles, 
therefore  the  bubble  would  not  be  broken  by  the  weight.  2.  The  attrac- 
tion of  the  water,  from  whence  it  ascended,  would  not  contribute  to  it,  be- 
cause it  would  be  carried  at  a  distance  from  it.  3.  Nor  the  endeavour  of 
the  inclosed  air  to  get  out  or  emerge  from  the  water,  or  in  bubbles  that  lie 
on  the  surface,  because  it  is  supposed  it  would  be  entirdy  emerged  and 
disjoined. 

6.  Now  then  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  done,  by  the  Sun's  rays,  in  or- 
der to  cause  bubbles  to  ascend  from  the  water,  is,  to  drive  very  mioete 
particles  of  air  under  water,  and  to  make  the  air  inclosed  so  much  rarer 
than  the  rest  of  the  air,  that  this  air,  together  with  the  watery  skin,  shall 
be  lighter  than  a  parcel  of  other  air  of  the  same  bigness. 

6.  The  air  that  ia  close  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  is  fitr  more  cxpoaed 
to  the  force  of  the  Sun*8  ray's,  than  any  at  a  distance,  because  the  other 
air  has  lx>om  to  yield  to  the  stroke  of  the  rays,  but  this  must  bea?  all  the 
brunt,  and  stand  the  stroke,  and  can  go  no  further.  A  body,  that  ia  sout- 
ton  upon  an  anvil,  suffers  much  more  by  the  stroke,  than  a  thing  that  m 
floating  in  the  free  air.  Therefore  the  air,  that  is  next  to  the  surftoe  of 
the  water,  will  be  much  more  rarified  by  the  Bun's  rays  than  the  other 
air. 

7.  If  a  very  small  parcel  of  air,  that  is  next  to  the  water,  ha|^Mn  to  he 
struck  so  to  advantage,  by  the  rays  of  the  Sun,  (by  many  rays  stnking  to- 

S»ther  upon  it,  or  otherwise,)  as  to  be  smitten  just  under  the  surfajce  of 
e  water,  that  air,  being  smitten  more  forcibly  than  the  other  air  that  ia 
smitten  under,  will  be  more  rarified  by  the  8un^i  rays  than  other  air;  and 
that  pared  of  the  air,  so  smitten  under,  emerging,  wiD  raise  a  lNd>hle  with 
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it^aiid  yttke  air  withm  be  rarified  enough,  (90  in  all  pfobabSity  k  will,  be- 
catise  all  the  air,  that  is  next  to  the  water,  ie  nnore  rarified  than  other  air, 
mad  this  is  nore  rartfied  than  other  air,  that  is  next  to  the  water,)  I  say, 
if  the  air  within  is  rarified  enD]igrh,it  will  not  only  be  buoyed  up  to  the 
surface  ol  the  water,  causing  a  bubble  there,  but  will  leap  clear  out  of  the 
water,  and  will  ascend  in  the  air,  till  it  is  in  equipoise  with  the  circum- 
ambi^it  air. 

58.  1.  I  never  yet  could  light  of  any  satisfyinff  reason,  why  the  Heat 
of  the  Sun  is  so  much  i^reater  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  than  at  a  dis- 
taBce  firom  it.  It  is  said  that,  near  the  Earth,  the  rays  are  doubled  by  re- 
flexion. But  they  are  not  doubled  ;  for  nqpe  can  think  that  the  Earth  re- 
flects all  the  rays  that  fall  upon  it,  at  least  not  with  as  much  strength  as 
they  come  from  the  Sun,  for  the  reflex  light  is  nothing  near  so  great  as  the 
direct  light,  it  is  very  evident.  But  I  suppose  that  the  heat,  that  is  very 
near  the  Earth,  in  a  hot  summer's  day,  is  a  hundred  times  greater  than 
merely  the  direct  rays  would  cause,  instead  of  being  only  double.  And  I 
suppose,  at  three  or  four  miles  from  the  Earth,  the  heat  is  nothing  to  what 
it  is  very  near :  but  there  is  as  much  of  the  reflex  ray,  to  a  very  trnle,  as  we 
have  close  to  the  surftce,  for  the  rays,  that  are  r^ected  from  the  Earth,  do 
not  cease,  in  going  three  or  6>ur  miles,  any  more  than  the  rajs  reflected  from 
the  Moon, or  Venns,  or  Jupiter,  or  Saturn;  and  all  the  diflerenee,  other- 
wise, is  only  accordingto  the  squares  of  the  distances  fron  the  centres  and 
what  a  soJiall  matter  i»  that  in  three  or  four  miles* 

3.  The  heat  therefore  cannot  be  caused  immediately,  by  the  motion  of  the 
Tays  of  the  Sun,  but  also  bv  the  motioa  of  other  particks  hi  the  At- 
mosphere, set  m  inotion  by  them.  Now  the  reason,  why  particles  should 
be  much  more  set  in  motion,  near  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  than  farther 
flrom  it,  we  ffave  in  57 ;  becaase  that  part  of  the  Atmosphere,  that  is  close 
to  the  Surface  of  the  Earth,  suflers  much  more  from  the  rays,  so  that 
they  will  be  much  more  heated,  and  rarifled,  and  ascending;  and  the' hea- 
vier, colder  air,  that  is  incumbent,  ffetting  under;  so  that  it  is  the  ascent 
of  these  agitated  panicles  that  chiefly  causes  the  heat,  which,  by  degrees,' 
cooling  as  they  ascend,  being  no  longer  subject  to  the  violent  force  of  the 
rays,  will  cause  it  to  be  much  hotter  near  the  enrfiice  and  cooler  at  a  die* 
tance. 

59.  1.  The  matter  of  the  Tail  of  a  Comet,  does  not  ascend  from  the 
Sun,  because  it  is  made  more  rare  than  the  Ether ;  for  it  roust  be  very  rare 
indeed  to  be  so  rare,  that  all  the  matter  of  the  greatest  tails  might  be  con- ' 
tained  in  a  not^shell;  (this  is  more  rare  than  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose ;) 
"but  by  the  Comet's  heating  the  Ether  that  is  round  about,  so  that  the 
Ether  will  have  a  constant  stream  from  the  Comet  upwards  fh>m  the  Sun, 
yea  a  veir  rapid  stream,  so  as  to  carry  some  of  the  rarest  parts  of  the 
Comet's  Atmosphere  with  iU 

2.  These  tails  enthrely  cease  to  be  emitted  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  Sun,  not  because  the  Comet  wants  heat  torarify,  but  because  the 
Ether  is  so  rare  it  is  not  strong  enough  to  carry  particles  with  it. 
.  60.  All  Plants,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  of  the  same  kind,  are 
nothing  but  fo  many  branches  of  the  first  plant,  or  plants,  proceeding  ever 
since,  and  sprout  out  in  exact  order,  and  at  regular  distances.  But  this 
regularity  consists  in  the  equality  of  difierent  periods.  They  do  not  con- 
tinue to  send  forth  branches,  one  afler  another,  perpetually,  without  inter- 
mission ;  but  this  germination,  has  various  stops,  and  stays,  of  equal 
lengths  and  distances,  one  from  another.  If  the  weather  be  never  so  suit- 
able, the  tree  will  not  continue  to  emit  branches  continually,  one  after  an- 
other, without  intermission  ;  but  afler  such  a  number  of  branches  ate  emit- 
ted, no  more  will  sprout  for  some  months,  uxiA  l\\en  eocV^  *  number  apam 
Vol.  I.  93  "^ 
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win  unfold  thoMelvei,  ceiaiiig  again,  at  the  due  period.  Thw  may  be  obC 
served,  at  least  ia  all  the  trees  Qiat  grow  in  this  clnnate,  where  arc  ac- 
cessions of  summer  and  winter.  These  periods  are  usually  suited  to  the 
length  of  these  seasons.  And  once,  when  the  heat  here  in  New-Bngrtand 
coiSinued  extraordinarily  late,  we  have  had  part  c^two  of  these  periods  m 
a  year ;  plants  that  had  stopped,  sprouted  again.  The  tWMr  grows,  tiU  the 
bud  for  the  next  year  appears,  and  then  ceat^es;  but  if  the  weather  con- 
tinues  warm,  it  wSl  be  a  considerable  time  before  these  buds  will  expand 
themselves.  Another,  and  the  largest  distance  is,  from  seed  to  seed.  The 
fruit  and  seed  is  the  extremity  of  a  branch,  and  that  branch  or  twig,  ftom 
which  the  seed  falls,  never  grows  any  more  at  all  by  it ;  the  tree  proceeds 
on  no  further  that  way. 

ex.  It  is  the  same  thing  that  distant  existence,  distant  as  to  place, 
should  liave  influence  on  bodies,  as  in  gravity ;  as  that  existence,  distant  as 
to  time,  being  past,  should  have  influence  on  their  present  existence,  as  in 
the  successions  of  motion. 

62.  WIND.  EXHALATIONS.  It  is  cerUin,  by  experience,  that 
winds  do  contribute  so  to  drying  up  of  moisture.  It  is  not  conceivable, 
that  the  wind  should  raise  those  bubbles,  of  which  waters  exhalations  con- 
sist ;  but  we  conceive  it,  that  it  contributes  to  the  rusing  of  them,  after 
this  manner.  It  inay  contribute  to  the  raising  them  from  off  the  surface 
of  bodies  of  water,  by  continually  carrying  off  the  moist  air,  and  by  bring- 
ing on  that  flrom  the  land  which  is  dryer  and  more  agile ;  whose  parts  are 
tnore  briskly  moved  by  the  heat,  and  therefore,  are  more  easily  driven  un- 
der the  surface  of  the  water,  and  so  carry  it  off.  It  dries  things  that  are 
moist  upon  the  land,  by  carrying  off  the  exhalations  from  the  loose  and 
porous  parts,  as  soon  as  raised,  so  that  they  do  not  lodge  agaiif,  and  stand 
m  the  way  of  others. 

63.  PLANETS.  A  reason  why  the  Greater  Planets,  as  Jupiter^  and 
Saturn,  are  placed  at  such  a  vast  distance  fhnn  the  Sun,  and  the  hem&t 
Planets  nearer ;  is  because,  if  such  vast  bodies  were  near,  they  would  have 
abundantly  ^ater  influence  by  their  attraction,  to  disturb  the  rest  of  the 
Sun,  and  so  m  time,  to  overthrow  the  whole  system.  The  Comets  would 
likewise  be  greatly  exposed  to  their  influence,  and  their  orlnts  would  be 
much  distur^d  bv  them.  And  it  is  fit  they  should  be  at  a  great  distance 
fh>m  the  Lesser  Planets,  otherwise  they  would  greatly  disorder  their  nao- 
tion ;  and  also  f^oro  one  another,  for  bodies  of  such  mighty  fierce  and  pow- 
er must  be  kept  at  a  distance,  otherwise  they  will  make  dreadful  work, 
one  with  another. 

64.  WAVES.  Circular  Waves  in  the  water  are  .begun,  with  a  raising 
•r  depression  of  the  water,  in  the  centre  of  these  cirdes,  and  are  made 
thas.  Suppose  the  water  is  raised  into  a  hillock,  at  1.  This  cannot  be, 
without  the  water  subsiding  in  the  space  2,  to  make  the  hillock ;  and  the 
water  at  3,  is  set  in  motion  towards  1,  to  fill  up  that  hollow.  And  it  is 
nost  easy  to  conceive,  that  the  water  at  3,  moving  out  of  its  pktoe^  ant 
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Sr^TlT^lorn?'  ^^^  ''''^  *^  "*'  ''^^  necessarily  follow,  and  so  A 
for  a  valley  being  made  /7\  o  /5\  ^  /:5V  ^  yOv  «  /^v  ^^/O. 
at  2,  the  water  at  3,  V  ^  \2/«\l/'^\5/^\2/^N^^^2/\^ 
comes  to  fiU  it  up,  and  leaves  a  valley  at  3 ;  then  the  water  at  4  moves  ia* 
ward,  and  leaves  a  valley  there ;  so  that  the  vaUey  that  befiran  at  2,  spreads 
around  further  and  further,  m  a  circle  outward,  from  iVs,  3,  4,  Uc.  sue- 
cessiyely.  But  we  are  to  remember  that  the  hillock  of  matter  at  1,  imme- 
diately subsides  and  flows  every  way  into  the  space  8,  and  stops  the  wa- 
ter at  3,  which  was  set  in  motion  inwards;  whereby  it  necessarily  rises 
into  a  hm,  for  water,  beinff  stopped  in  its  motion,  will  necessarily  rise.  Th©^ 
wajer  at  3,  being  stopped  and  raised  in  an  hill,  this  hill  faUing,  contradict* 
and  stops  the  water  at  4,  and  causes  that  to  rise;  so  that  it  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive, why  there  must  immediately  succeed  a  rising,  spreading  after  the 
same  manner.  We  are  to  remember  that  we  left  a  valley  at  1,  where  the 
water  subsided,  and  must  necessarily  subside  lower  than  the  ordinary  sur- 
face ;  because  when  the  hill  was  raised  there,  there  was  a  valley  round  it 
in  the  space  2.  Now  the  weight  and  libration  of  the  water,  would  cause 
aU  the  water  at  1 ,  that  was  higher  than  that  valley,  to  flow  away.  TheT« 
being  now,  therefore,  a  valley  at  1,  and  a  hill  at  2,  it  is  easy  to  conceive, 
that  the  libration  of  the  water,  will  raise  another  hill  at  1 ,  leaving  a  valley 
at  2,  which  valley  will  be  communicated  to  3,  4, 5,  etc.  after  the  same  man^ 
ner,  and  for  the  same  reason,  as  the  first  valley ;  and  this  arain  will  suc- 
ceed another  hill.  And  so  there  will  be  a  contmoed  succes^n  of  spread; 
ing  hills  and  vallies,  having  their  original  i^  the  euecessive  hills  and  vat 
lies,  in  the  spaces  1,  and  2,  caused  by  the  HbTsXiot^  ^^  ^*  water. 

But  if  we  suppose,  that  in  the  first  place.  ^  \\e^ ,  an^  i^ot  a  hill, is  made 
in  the  space  I ,  then  the  first  circle  will  be  ^!^  ^^\  InA  not  a  vb\\«^  \  fox  \iie 
water  being  expelled  out  of  1 ,  neeessarilj^       M  ^^  ^^  '^•'^^  *^  *^  **^ 
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causes  a  hifl  there :  the  water  at  2^  subsidiiig,  thrusts  up  the  water  st  3, 
that,  the  water  at  4,  and  so  on :  and  then  there  being  the  same  reciproca- 
tion of  the  water  at  1,  and  2,  as  in  the  fb^rner  case,  causes  the  same  suc- 
cession of  circular  hills  and  vallies. 

65.  LEAVER- — Problem.  To  mve  the  reason,  why  the  same  force 
or  weight,  upon  a  Leaver  or  Balance,  nas  a  stronger  or  weaker  ii^uence, 
accor£ig  as  it  is  fnrther  from*  or  nearer  to,  the  Center  of  motion.  For 
instance,  suppose  that  the  weight  D,  hanging  from  the  end  A  of  the  balance 

c  B 


A  B,  is  in  equilibrio  with  the  weight  EI,  that  is  four  times  lees,  hanging  at 
the  other  end,  B,  of  ^  balance,  at  four  times  the  distance  from  the  center 
of  motion,  C.  To  solve  this  problem,  we  shall  lay  down  the  following' 
Propositions,  aS  most  agreeable  to  the  reason  of  man. 

Proposition  I.  The  same  force  or  power,  which,  applied  at  a  certaiD 
single  moment,  is  sufficient  to  raise  the  greater  weight,  D,  is  requisite  to 
mise  the  weight  E,  which  is  four  times  less,  four  times  as  fiir.  This  is 
evident,  because  the  effect  is  just  equal,  and  what  is  wanting  in  weight,  in 
the  lesser  body;  is  exactly  made  up  in  the  distance  raised.    If  there  is  le^ 

auteite  a  greater  force,  to  raise  the  weight  E  four  inches,  thsA  ene,  «s 
tiere  certainly  is,  for  we  suppose  no  continual  repetition  of  the  foree,  but 
an  application  of  it  for  a  certain  moment :  if  so,  then  I  say,  there  needs 
four  tunes  as  much,  for  the  weight  resists  the  motion,  as  well  while  the 
bcMdy  is  moving  the  2d  moment,  (space,)  as  the  first,  and  as  much  the  3d, 
and  4th,  as  the  2d. 

Hence  we  may  learn,  why  the  weight  D  will  not  sink,  hot  hang  in  equi- 
librio with  the  lesser  weight ;  because,  if  it  subsided,  H  must  raise  the 
weight  E,  four  tunes  as  much  as  it  fell  itself,  every  moment  of  its  IkU. 
But,  in  order  to  that,  by  the  foregoing  proposition,  there  would  need  m 
force  sufficient  to  raise  the  weight  D,  that  is,  a  force  that  is  greater  than 
Ae  weight  D.    Wherefore,  the  weight  D  will  not  raise  the  weight  Ei 

CorolL  It  necessarily  follows  hence,  that,  if  the  weifi^t  E  be  made  ia 
the  least  greater,  it  will  descend,  for  it  hunff  in  equilibno  before;  but  the 
reason  of  this  will  appear  better,  from  the  following  Proposition. 

Proposittov  2.  The  supporting  or  holding  up  of  a  greater  weight,  is  aa 
efibct,  that  is  fully  equivalent  to,  and  requires  a  force  or  power  foil  as  great* 
as  the  raising  or  carrying  upwards  a  lesser  weight.  It  is  exceeding  evuent ; 
because,  if  the  least  degree  of  force  was  added,  it  would  carry  upwards, 
even  the  greater  weight. — Or,  we  maj  take  the  Proposition  in  moie  gene*' 
jfl  terms,  thus :  The  nare  resisting  of  a  greater  force,  is  eqaivaknt  to  the 
carrying  or  moving  a  body  against  a  lesser. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  if  the  lesser  body  E  be  made  in  the  least  heavier, 
or  renioved  futther  from  the  center  of  motion,  it  wiD  subside,  and  raise  the 
greater  weight  D ;  because,  as  has  been  shown  already,  it  is  not  sufficient 
t»  raise  it  new;  but  if  it  was  heavier,  or  forther  removed  itam  A,  the 
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•sopportingf  of  it  would  require  more  force,  than  the  raisinff  it.  Let  the 
weight  E  be  supposed  to  be  removed  to  F,  a  fourth  part  of  the  former  die* 
tance,  and  let  the  weight,  at  the  same  time,  be  made  anawerably  lighter. 
It  is  evident,  by  the  foregoing  propoaition,  that  it  would  then  remain  in 
equilibrio  with  the  weight  D.  It  is,^  therefore,  evident  by  this,  that  if  It 
be  removed,  without  proportionally  leesening  its  weight,  it  will  sink,  be-  - 
cause  the  holding  it  up,  would  require  greater  force,  than  the  raising  it 
before. 

66.  SOUND.  The  cause  of  Sound  is  agreed  to  be,  a  vibratinr,  or  a 
trembling  motion  of  the  air,  consisting  of  quick  and  very  sudden  shocks, 
•or  leaps  of  the  air,  reciprocated.  It  is  very  easy  to  conceive,  why  tile 
meeting  of  two  hard  bodies  should  cause  such  a  trembling,  correspondent 
to  the  trembKng  of  these  bodies ;  and  why  a  body,  moving  steadily,  though 
very  swiftly,  in  the  air,  should  cause  but  little  such  motion  in  the  air.  But 
we  find,  that  the  most  violent  sounds  are  caused  by  the  shutting  oc  closing 
of  a  gap  or  vacuity,  that  has  been  made  in  the  air;  and  it  is  very  agreea- 
ble to  reason,  that  it  should  be  so.  For  such  a  gap  being  made,  it  neces* 
sarily  foHows,  fVom  the  weight  of  the  incumbent  atmosphere,  and  its  very 
elastic  nature,  that  the  wal£  of  the  vacuity  should  rush  together,  with  in- 
credible violence,  and  that  they  should  strike  each  other,  with  great  force : 
upon  which,  the  air  that  thus  meets,  will  be  venr  much  compressed,  and 
win  ftg&in,  by  reason  of  its  elasticity,  very  suddenly,  and  with  violence, 
expaiM  itself  agrain;  and,  -according  to  the  laws -of  the  motion  of  elastic 
bodies,  with  tmce  as  great  violence,  as  the  like  quantity  of  air,  compress- 
ed in  a  solid  body,  would  expand  itself:  for  then,  the  air  would  be  beaten 
back,  only  by  its  own  spring,  but  now,  bv  that,  and  also  by  .  A 
the  spring  of  the  air 'that  it  met.  Let  the  air  meet  at  Ihe 
plane  A  B,  and  be  by  the  shock  much  compressed.  It  is 
evident,  that  the  air,  en  the  side  of  that  pl^e  C,  will  not  D 
only  leap  back  towards  that  side,  by  its  own  elasticity,  but 
that  the  elasticity  of  the  air  on  the  other  side  of  the  plane, 
the  side  D,  will  impel  it  towards  the  side  C,  with  equal  force.  B 

And  so  the  reciprocation  will  be  repeated,  with  grea*;  violence,  for  a  time. 

Sound,  that  is  made  Vy  the  collision  of  solid  bodies,  is  not  made  by  the 
sudden  etart  of  the  air,  from  between  the  closing  parts  of  those  bodies ; 
b«t  the  vibration  of  the  air  is  begotten  by  a  vibration  of  the  parts  of  the 
bedieo  themselves ;  for,  if  the  body  that  is  smitten  be  set  upon  another,  the 
sound  will  be  like  that  of  the  body  it  stands  upon ;  which  can  be  for  no 
^  other  reason,  than  that  the  vibration  is  communicated  to  the  parts  of  that 
body,  and  from  them  to  the  air.  So,  from  the  communication  of  sound,  in 
la  long  stick  of  timber,  if  we  lay  our  ear  at  the  farther  end,  when  it  is 
fltmok,  the. sound  wtil  seem  to  be  made  there;  which  is  doubtless,  from 
the  communication  of  the  vibration,  through  the  parts  of  the  timber. 

The  loudness  of  many  sounds,  doubtless  arises  ftom  the  continualness  of 
them :  that  is,  let  pulses  of  the  same  degree  be  continued,  or  constantly 
repeated  in  the  air,  and  on  the. organ,  every  successive  moment :  the 
Sound  will  not  obly  be  longer,  but  abundantly  louder,  than  if  only  one  of 
these  pulses  smote  th^  organ,  and  ceased;  that  is,  provided  those  pufees 
«re  repeated  so  quick,  that  the  impression,  made  upon  the  organ  by  one 
pulse,  does  not  cease,  till  another  comes,  or  so  quick,  that  several  of  them  ' 
smite  the  organ,  before  the  mind  can  perceive  any  aucoeseiou,  or  while 
one  idea  remfins  unvaried  in  the  mind,  before  it  has  time  to  grow  old,  or 
fierish,  in  any  degree.  The  reason,  in  both  cades*  is. 'very  plain;  for  \i 
the  impression  ofooe  pulse  remains  upon  the  cvt-ifalii^^^^'^^^^  coTOea,t^ 
new  impression  being  added  to  the  old,  th^  ^o^«  ^^^P^^^^^^  ^^*^  '^^ 
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|rreater.  And  if  many  pobes  afiect  the  miiMi,  before  tbe  mind  can  per* 
eeive  any  succession,  ana  during  the  time  that  one  idea  or  mental  impfe^- 
Mon  remains  unvaried  in  the  mind,  then  there  will  be  the  addition  of  seve- 
ral impressions  together,  which  must  be  stronger  than  one  alone.  If  three 
sounds,  or  three  pulses,  be  made  upon  the  air  and  ear,  in  so  little  time« 
that  the  mind  has  not  the  least  sense  of  succession,  and  they  seem  to  be 
aU  perfectly  at  once ;  then  it  will  be  all  one  to  the  mind,  as  if  these  three 
sounds  had  been  made  reidly  at  once ;  and  the  sound  will  be  as  much  loiid- 
er  than  one  of  these  sounds  alone,  as  three,  joined  together,  would  be 
louder  than  one  of  them. 

CorolL  1 .  The  shrillness  of  the  sound  of  a  bell  arises,  very  much,  from 
this  cause.  There  is  a  continuance  of  pulses,  exceedingly  quick,  repeated 
ene  aitfer  another,  answerable  to  the  vibrations  of  the  metal ;  and  perhaps 
one  of  these  vibrations,  singly,  would  not  make  a  louder  noise,  than  a  rap 
with  a  staff,  upon  a  piece  of  wood,  which  yet,  is  not  the  one  hundredth  part 
so  loud,  as  the  rising  of  a  bell. 

CoroU.  2.  The  loudness  of  Thunder  arises,  also,  very  muoh,  frooi 
hence ;  for  the  Lightning,  that  breaks  forth  from  the  cloud,  and  comes  so 
instantaneously  down  to  the  Earth,  smites  the  air  successively,  all  tbe 
way.  And  if  Sound  came  as  quick  as  the  light,  the  Soi^nd  would  all  seem 
,  to  be  together,  in  a  moment ;  but  because  the  places,  from  whence  the 
Sound  comes,  are  gradually  further  and  further  off,  and  so  the  Sowid 
comes  to  us  successively ;  but  not  so  slow,  but  that  the  stroke  of  the  Light- 
ning upon  the  air,  for  a  long  space,  seems  to  come  to  us  ^  oaoe.  It  may 
be,  that,  in  the  loudest  claps  of  Thunder,  if  we  only  received  tbe  impres- 
sion that  the  Lightning  made  in  going  one  foot,  and  were  not  reached  by 
the  impression  made  in  the  rest  of  its  course,  it  would  not  be  a  ^uurter  se 
loud,  as  the  report  of  a  pistol. 

67.  THUNDER.  It  b  remarkable  of  Thunder,  how  long  one  part  of 
the  sound  will  be  heard  after  another,  when  it  is  evident  that  the  sound  is 
made  all  in  an  instant,  by  the  Lightning,  which  continues  no  longer.  Tais 
arises  from  the  length  of  the  stream  of  Lightning,  whereby  one  part  m  a 
great  deal  farther  from  us  than  another,  so  that  the  sound  is  a  great  while 
coming  successively.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  claps  of  thundw,  that  are  near 
us,  the  first  noise  that  we  hear  seems  to  be  very  near  tbe  Earth,  and  then 
it  seems  to  go  further  and  further  from  us,  and  the  last  will  be  a  munmir- 
ing  up  in  the  clouds ;  for  although  the  noise  that  was  made  in  the  cloudy 
and  the  noise  near  the  earth,  was  made  together  as  at  an  instant,  yet  that 
in  the  clouds  is  much  farther,  and  therefore  is  longer  coming,  aiid  is  a 
much  lower  sound  when  it  sounds. 

The  rapid  vibration  of  the  air  jars  and  jumbles,  breaks  and  oondenBes* 
the  bubbles  of  the  cloud ;  whence  it  is,  that,  soon  after  hard  dppa  of  tlum- 
der,  rain  falls  in  greater  plenty. 

I  regard  Thunder  as  a  meteor  by  far  the  most  wonderful  and  least  ^- 
plicable  of  any  whatsoever.  But  that  we  may  make  some  spproadies  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of  it,  we  shall  lay  down  these  follofrinf 
propositions. 

1.  The  Streams  of  Lightning  are  not  caused  by  any  solid  banuBg ,  or 
red-hot  mass  of  matter,  exploded  with  such  swiftness  as  to  cause  it  to  «p- 
near  as  if  there  were  one  continued  stream  of  light ;  nor  are  the  efieets  of 
Lightning  caused  by  the  violent  stroke  of  any  such  solid  mass.  For  if 
Lightning  were  such  a  body  projected,  it  would  be  projected  according  to 
the  laws  of  projected  bodies ;  whereas  the  path  of  rbe  Lightning  is  exceed* 
ingly  for  from  it,  being  very  crooked  and  angled.    If  laghtning  were  a 
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sdImI  body,  projected  trom  tbe  c.oud  at 
A,  towards  E,  with  such  a  prodigious 
celerity,  it  proceeds  according  to  the  di- 
rection A,  very  nearly,  and  turns  short 
at  E  in  the  free  air,  and  so  at  F,  B  and 
C ;  for,  when  it  is  projected  with  such  a 
prodigious  force,  it  must  also- be  a  prodi- 
gious forcQ,  that  must  change  the  course 
of  it  so  short,  and  not  the  force  of  the 
free  and  yielding  air. — But  if  any  should 
suppose,  that  the  change  of  the  course 
of  the  Lightning  might  be  caused,  by 
some  very  violent  eruptions  of  iire,  at 
these  angles,  where  the  course  is  chan- 
ged, that  gives  the  thunderbolt  a  n«w 
projection: — ^to  this  I  reply,  that  tbe 
%ery  stream  of  Lightning  is  smooth  and 
eveo^  but  if  there  were  any  such  new 
eruptions,  they  would  be  seen  by  asud-' 
den  and  extraordinary  expansion  of  the  light,  in  those  places.  But  whtt 
proves,  that  this  cannot  be  tbe  reason  of  the  crookedness  of  tbe  path  of  the  • 
Lightning,  is,  that,  as  the  flash  of  the  Lightning  is^repeated  once  or  twice, 
howover  crooked  and  angled  the  path  is,  yet  it  is  every  time  the  same:  a 
fltream  of  Lightning  darts  from  the  clouds  two  or  three  times  over,  and 
every  time  exactly  in  the  same  path.  And  sometimes  there  is  a  continued 
stream,  "for  some  time,  with  a  tremulous  motion.  Now  if  these  repeated 
iiashes  were  one  bolt  exploded  after  another,  and  the  reason  of  the  Light- 
ning's changing  its  course  were  new  eruptions  of  fire,  how  should  every  « 
bolt  proceed,  so  exactly,  in  the  same  path.--And  further,  the  effects  of 
Liffbtning,'  upon  earthly  bodies,  can  in  no  wise  be  accounted  for,  by  the 
VM^ent  projection  of  a  solid  mass,  and  do  plainly  show  that  they  are  not 
produced  by  such  a  cause.  There  is  no  such  effect,  as  is  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  a  cannon  ball.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  stand  to  particularize, 
for  it  is  exceedingly  evident  that  none  of  the  effects  of  Lightning  arise 
from  any  such  cause.     Nor 

2.  Are  those  streaks  of  Lightning  caused  by  a  vein  of  combustible  mat- 
ter's taking  fire,  and  the  fire's  rimning  from  one  end  of  the  vein  to  the 
other  almost  instantaneously.  This  would  not  produce  any  of  those  effects, 
which  are  caused  by  lightning,  except  we  should  suppose  that  these  veins 

,«nter  into  the  hearts  of  trees,  rocks,  and  metals,  and  bodies  of  animals.  If 
it  were,  it  would  be  a  wonder  that  the  lower  ends  of  these  veins  never 
took  fire  from  fires  that  are  upon  earth.     But 

3.  Lightning  seems  to  be  this :  An  almost  infinitely  fine,  combustible 
matter^  that  fioats  in  the  air,  that  takes  fire  by  a  sudden  and  mighty  fer- 
mentation, that  is  some  way  promoted  by  the  cool  and  moisture,  and  per- 
haps attraction,  of  the  clouds.  By  this  sudden  agitation,  this  fine,  floating 
matter,  is  driven  forth  with  a  mighty  force  one  way  or  other,  which  ever 
way  it  is  directed,  by  the  circumstances  and  temperature  of  the  circumja- 
cent air ;  for  cold  and  heat,  density  and  rarity,  moisture  and  dryness,  has 
almost  an  infinitely  strong  influence  upon  the  fine  particles  of  matter. 
This  fluid  matter,  thus  projected,  still  fermenting  to  the  same  degree,  di- 
vides the  air  as  it  goes,  and  every  moment  receives  a  new  impulse  by  the 
continued  fermentation;  and  as  its  motion  received  its  direction,  at  first, 
from  tbe  different  temperature  of  the  air,  on  digu^eTit  ^des,  so  its  direc- 
iioD  is  changed,  according  to  the  temperatu>c.  -f  the  «ai  \t  meeta  with, 
which  rendera  the  path  of  the  lightning  b^  ?^  \e^'    Tbe  v^tta  axe  m 
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fine,  and  are  so  rehemently  urged  on, that  theyf  inatanttiieoa^  mdcetbeir 
way  into  the  pores  of  earthly  bodies,  still  burning  with  a  prodigious  heat, 
and  so  instantly  rarifying  the  rarifiable  parttw  ^metimes  these  bodies  are 
somewhat  bruised ;  which  is  chisfly  by  the  beatuig  of  the  air  that  is,  with 
great  violence,  driven  every  way  by  the  inflamed  matter. 

68.  GRAVITY.  If  there  \e  any  thin^,  that  makes  us  prone  to  seek 
for  a  farther  cause  of  Gravity  than  Solidity,  it  is  because  Solidity  is  a  qual- 
ity so  primary,  that  the  very  being  of  the  thing  depends  on  it.  .  If  we  re- 
move the  idea  of  Solidity,  there  remains  nothing  at  ail ;  but  we  can  con- 
ceive of  something  existing  without  thinking  of  gravitating  at  a  distance. 
They  are  both  of  them  essential  and  primary  qualities :  but  there  is  thb 
difference — the  one  is  essential  in  order  to  the  very  existence,  the  other  in 
order  to  the  harmonious  existence  of  body.  Though  Gravity  itself,  be- 
tween the  continuous  parts,  is  necessary  in  order  to  the  existence,  the  mind 
does  not  so  intuitively  see  how.  But  Gravity  is  a  quality  more  primary  in 
these  respects,  and  more  ossential  than  Mobility  is,  which  none  seek  a  rea- 
son for,  or  in  the  least  question  to  be  a  primary  property  of  matter. 

69.  DENSITY.  PORES.  A  Body,  which  is  very  hard,  may  not 
have  the  thousandth  part  of  the  space  contained  within  its  bounds,  filled 

,  with  matter,  though  we  should  not  suppose  that  the  parts  of  the  body  had  a 
particular  disposition  contrived  for  thb  end.  We  need  merely  supsoee 
(iia  primogenial  atoms  to  be  of  all  manner  of  figures,  indifierently  and  ac- 
cidentally cast  together  in  a  heap.  If  so,  we  may  suppose  fairly,  that  tfaiir 
heap  wiU  not  be  above  half  of  it  matter.  Let  these  heaps  constitute  00 
many  particles  of  all  figures  indifferently,  and  yet  consistent  and  solid 
enough,  for  aught  we  know.     Let  these  particles  be  cast  together  to  oon- 

,  fltitute  other  particles,  they  also  will  leave  half  the  space  empty,  even  of 
them«  so  that  half  the  space  between  these  particles  will  be  empty,  Bn^ 
half  within  them,  so  that  only  a  quarter  will  be  fuU.  If  we  suppose  other 
particles  to  be  made  of  these  again,  but  an  eighth  part  will  be  rail.  And 
by  the  time  we  have  had  ten  such  compositions  we  shall  not  have  the  thou- 
sandth part  of  the  space  filled. — [N.  B.  This  has  been  thought  of  be- 
fore.] 

70.  ELASTICITY  may  bo  explained  after  a  yet  different  manner,  than 
by  the  violent  motion  of  the  particles,  and  1  forsee  must  be.  And  first  I 
shall  show,  that  it  may  be diffei-ently  explained ;  and  secondly,  that  although 
this  intestine  motion  may  be,  and  doubtless  often  is,  a  secondary  caose  of 
Elasticity,  yet  that  it  cannot  be  the  first  foundation  of  it,  but  that  this 
motion  itself  must  be  explained  from  another  Elasticity. 

1.  The  Attraction  of^  particles  to  other  particlee  which  they  tovch,  cr 
to  which  they  are  very  near,  may  eauae,  and  indeed  cannot  but  cause,  Eks- 
ticity.  For  if  the  touching  particles  tend  exceeding  strongly  to  each  othttr, 
as  is  most  certain  they  do;  then,  if  they  are  in  the  least  separated,  unleaa 
so  far  as  to  be  out  of  the  strength  of  the  attraction,  they  will  very  strougljr 
tend  to  move  to  each  other  to  touch  again ;  so  that,  if  by  any  force  ihejr 
are  alittle  pulled  asunder,  if  the  force  that  holds  them  asunder  be  taken 
away,  they  will  immediately  with  great  violence  rush  tocether  again,  nnd 
that  in  most  bodies,  whose  particles  are  strongly  united  together  uter  such 
a  separation,  they  will  with  great  force  recover  themselves. 

And  here  I  would  take  notice  of  two  things,  that  pretty  mnch  depend 
on  each  other.  {!.)  That  the  particles  of  a  rare  body,  by  this  way  <n  ex- 
plaining their, union,  may  be  much  more  strongly  united  than  a  denser  one; 
for  the  strength  of  the  union  consists  in  the  opposite  poaitaon  of  the  surfnce 
of  thepartades  to  each  other ;  but  ynt  there  may  be  a  great  many  paitidev 
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JnaliMliJOwby  and  yet  tkevurfroei  not  Iw  opfMwte  one  ta  another.  For 
matter^  of  the  quantity  ofa  foot  cube^  may  bo- 00  rarfiied,  as  to  be  extended 
aa  bif  aa  the  Univene,  and  yet  there  shall  not  be  one  hair's  bread^,  but 
what  has  aoioe  of  that  matter  in  it,  and  yet  the  body  shall  be  perfbctly  hamel, 
And  no  part  of  it  moveable,  by  leas  than  Infinite  strength.  For  it  mav-ba 
ixmmm  out,  toauch  afine  wire,  that  shall  be  a  continued,  uninterru[^ed,  abso-: 
late  planum,  so  folded^  ooiled  and  tangled,  within  itself,  and  running  every 
way  backwards  and  foffwards,  as  that  not  a  part  of  space,so  big  as  a  ray  of 
light,  shall  be  without  some  of  it,  and  yet  it  shall  be  what  we  call  an  Atom, 
and  the  conUniity  ortauchiay  by  pkaos  shall  be  UMntemipted,  (2.)  That 
the  Particles  or  Atoms  of  bodies  may  be  condensed,  or  thrufit  one  in  amonffst 
another,  end  yet  the  union  of  the  Atoms  shall  not  be  much  the  stricter  i  be* 
cause  Atoins,  being  infinitely  hard  bodies,  their  protuberances  infinitely, 
hard,  and  their  sumces  unatteiaUe,  they  mi^  be  jammed  in,  one  amongst: 
another,  and  yet  their  surfaces  not  adhere  much  more  strictly  one  to  ano« 
thw.  And  further,  thia  perfect  hardness  of  the  Atoms,  may  hinder  their 
.  being  thmst  in  one  amongst  another ;  but  will  not  hinder  theu:  being  pulled 
asunder. 

Now  let  the  body  A  B  C  D,  whose  particles  have  a  firm  union,  be  bent 
towards  D.  It  is  evident,  either  that  the  pazticles  at  B 
are  pulled  ftrther,  one^^m  another,  than  they  ware ;  or 
that  the  particles  at  D  are  more  condensed  together ;  o  r 
both.  But,  as  we  have  said,  the  fdrticles  at  D  will  hot 
be  ao  easily  thmst  nearer  toj^ether,  because  of  their  stub- 
bom  nature,  as  the  particles  at  B  may  be  drawn  ^ 
asunder.  It  is  also  ^pident,  that  the  particles  at  B,  that 
are  drawn  asunder,  by  teodins^  to  come  together  again, 
will,  tend  to  poll  the  ends  of  the  body  back  again  to,  and 
to  recover  it  to,  its  former  straitness :  which  i&i6eacj  is 
Elasticity.  And  further,  it  is  probable,  by  what  we  have  said  already,  that 
if  the  particles  at  D«  are  thrust  together,  their  tend^scy  to  each  other  will 
not  be  very  much  increased,  ao  as  to  hold  the  body  in  its  bent  posture,  aa 
the  particles  at  B  tend  to  pull  it  strait.  And  however  that  is,  there  is  no* 
neeo  to  suppoee  that  the  particlaa  at  D  are  thrust  nearer  tcHj^her ;  and  it 
is  probable,  the  constitution  of:firm  bodies  hinders  it.  And  certainly  the 
constitution  m^  b»  such  as  to  hinder  it,  much  more  than  to  hinder  the 
puUing  of  bodies  asunder ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Atoms,  being  infinitely 
oard,  if  they  touch  only  in  their  prominences,  cannot  be  made  ta 
touch  nearer;  but  may  be  drawn  asunder.  Wherefore  it  is  certain,  that 
Ehisticity  may  be  caused  by  this  1 


S.  The  second  thiw  to  be  proved  was,  That  a  rapid  motion  cannot  be 
•  the  first  orqfinal  of  Elastiaity.  For,  if  we  suppose  that  those  particles, 
whkh  are  shot  up  in  a  little  room,  are  ooatiBoally  in  a  violent  motion,  and 
vebcnmd  fW>m  side  to  side,  yet  Bkstietty  is  necessary,  in  order  to  the  roiin* 
taiWai;  4irfthe  motiaa^  Otherwise,  at  the  fiist  stroke  against  the  walls  of 
tiiavoom,^  would  lose  aU  its  motion.  There  is  necessary,  therefore,  ano*' 
ther  Eliatiritiy,  in  otder  to  the  maintaining  of  this  motion ;  which,  being 
mttDtaiAad  by  tli^  -first  original  Elasticity,  may,  in  the  afinresaid  manner, 
iiWMWifikiifiditj.  as  undoubtedly  it  dees  m  the  Atmosphere.  Therefore, 
waade  ^laaite  motivn  being  increased,  its  elasticity  is  increased  with  it* 
^  Hsaa  W9  waadd  notOt  that  we  think  no  phenomena  contradict  what  we 
faaaa  aaid  of  Elaatioity,  arising  from  the  tendency  of  separated  atoms,  to 
fWMDO  with  their  foUowih*>for  instance,  that  of  the  hammer  and  anviL  The 
liaaimiii  linns  not  thrust,  the  atoms  quite  from  their  follows ;  if  they  did  so,  a 
bffoisa  would  ensue ;  but  the  more  it  bruises,  the  less  it  rebounds*  It  doea 
Hut  Jmrt  '<Mian  wstd  separate  their  surfaces,  but  not  to  so  great  a  distance. 
VoL  I  94 


Digitized  by 


Google 


but  that  tli^  hnlrfediately  cteee  «tiiin^  «fter  the  irlokB^  of  !*•  i 
over.  And  so  it  k  in  Uie  fonnet  instaiice*  Though  Oie  partidep  of  Um 
body  A  B  C  D,  at  D,  seem  to  be  thnwt  togethef,  yet  they  are  m^^/tiU 
ptit  out  of  their  natilntl  place,  not  so  orach  but  that  their  strong  ^^b^^J^^C^ 
their  feMows,  imoiediatoly  brings  them  to  the  iwune  ^aces  again.  IftMj^ 
are  quite  dispossesaed  of  their  places^  the  body  wiU  net  leoorar  itfair 
again,  as  we  see  if  the  body  be  too  riiucb  beirt*  So  that,  what  alterUM 
ther^  is,  among  the  pafticlea  at  I>,  may  help  the  £lairti<}itx,  it>  weU  itf  w»- 
attractibdsofUieikarticleiatB.  ^        ..^ 

A  body,  wHose  partiolea  ana  finkily  united,  csontot  bewnllim  by  andWer 
bodt,  so  as  to  make  an  iknpfession  ut>on  it,  but 
that  the  particles  neaf  the  snrftlcei  where  the 
impression  is  made,  will  bavei  their  sur&Ue  dmWn 
firoW  e*ch  other.  For  instance,  let  A  B-  C  Dy 
tie  the  range  of  particles  of  a  body,  that  before 
was  Tt>und,  but  has  an  impression  mMe  by  the 
atrokeof  another  body  at  B»  H  is  evident  that 
the  particles  at  B,  will  gape  even  inwards,  aa  in 
irtidesat  A^  a»d' C%  Will 


the  figure,  and  the  partidee 
gape  outwards ;  atid  that  bytfa^r  niatdal  attiiac 
tion,  they  will  recover "tkemaelvea  ajfaim  and 
thereby  Viog  the  body  A  B  C  D,  to  lU  former 
roundness  i  which  will  cast  back  the  bfdy  thkt 
struck  it,  wixfi  the  aame  celerity,  as  its  surfalDe  at 
B  recovei^  itself.    ' 

Now  it  is  probable,  that  rays  of  liffht  Are  par^ 
ticularly  formed,  by  the  curious  hand  that  made  them,  for  tiuB 

71 .  ABYSS.  It  is  undoubted,  that  there  ie  a  vast  Ab^cf  water  under  ii% 
abo^^  which.,  the  surfkce  of  the  Earth  is  stretched  mnh^  aad  on  wfaiehit' 
rests;  aiHi  it  must  undoubtedly  be  heavier;  than  the  matter  of  the  upyfcr 

" .  eaaaedi  by 


shell.  Undoubtbdly,  also,  the  springs  and  finiutains  ave  nluch.  eaaaedi  by 
the  ascent  of  this  water,  in  the  chinks  of  the  ground^  stf^ettmkig  up%^  vir- 
tue of  the  central  heat,  uid  therefore,  that  there  is  a  odmjBiiakatioli»be- 
tween  the  Abvas  'and  the  Sea.  But  if  it  be,  by  ita  own  nature,  heavier 
than  the  Earth,  it  is  inconceivable  how  it  should  1>eeoiBe  4i8iiterv  wbea^it 
has  ascended  to  theaur&de,  and  is  condensed  in  springs^  and  events  liglit 
as  other  water.  And  if  it  could  be  so^libW  shouM  any  of  this  #atto  ewr 
retoro  to  mix  with  the  water  of  the  Abyss  again,  by  any  cbmmanicatioo 
that  the  sea  has  with  it,  or  any  of  the  eea  water,  hi  the  room  of  it  ?  For 
the  great  diffiurence  in  the  specific  gravity,  will  forever  hkider  any  mUtion 
or  communioation;  and  at  this  rate,  the  Abyss  would  in  tama  be  eKhaestad 
of  its  dense  and  heavy  fluid,  and  filled  with  lighter  in  the  room  of  flt^or  th« 
world  would  be  overflowed  by  a  second  DKBige. 

There  is  no  other  w&y,  therefiire,  than  that  thiswater»  whea^it'iai*  the 
Abyss,  in  consequence  of  preseuni,  is  heavier  than  eaatki  InU  'whan  it4i' 
upon  the  surface,  and  the preasure  is  removed^  it beooaMS ligliteB^M-otln^ 
water.  And  when  it  returns  there  again,  or  the  water  of  the  aea-in-liM- 
room  of  it,  it  becomes  as  heavy  as  it  Was  before :  which  can  be  nftintlMfi 
wise  than  by  compression.  And  if  water  be  a  body v:  tJMitJe  capable  efa^ 
compression  by  any  means,  doubtless  it  is  compreaaed  by  tiMt  prndiflini^a 
force  to  which  it  is  subjected,  by  the  weight  pf  a  body,  of  water«  of  Ibiw^t 
fi;Te  hundred  miles  thickness,  incumbent  upon  it.  If  we  oannot  rniapwaa 
water  but  very  little,  or  not  at  all,  it  is  certainly  merely  Ibriwaai  mt 
streii^h:  ibr  all  compounded  bodies,  that  have  not  an  abaci«ile<|ileBitiidev 
are  undoubtedly  capable  of  compression;  their  parti<S)ea  ouk I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOTES   en  VATOtiMCL    SCHBNCE.  f4T 

•eater  toBpkiier,  «nil  cWser  one  waoong  another,  if  there  be  but  ft>ree  suffi- 
cient.    SSpecially  b  this  true  of  water,  whioh  is  so  raro  a  body,  so  much 
sarer  than  niady  other  bodies,  wbicbt  yet  we  know  have  not  a  pleni- 
tudoy  as  gold  and  qnicksihrer.     I  doubt  not,  therefore,  that  so  gnreat  a 
ibrce  will  be  e/aoaghj  sofflciently  to  comprees  water.    I  suppose  that  no 
eiqpvrinieats,  that  have  yet  been  tried,  wiD  prove,  but  that  such  a  force  is 
«iimoient  to  make  water  five  times  as  dense  and  specifically  heavy,  as  the 
earth  of  this  upper  shell.     And  if  it  be  so,  it  will  be  enough  to  support  the 
weight  of  it ;  as  we  see  the  air  here  that  is  compressed,  support  many 
things  that  are  a  thevsand  times  heavier  than  air  would  be,  had  it  liberty 
to  expand  itself.     And  seeing 
this  body  of  earth  is  a  solid  bo*> 
dy,  by  this  means,  the  surface 
of  it  may  be  kept  above  the 
AMPfaee  of  the  aea,thou^haiffht- 
erthan  itself;  as  if  quicksilver 
and  ofl  be  put  into  the  san^e 
vessel,  and  a  stone  thrown  in, 
the  qilicknlver  may  keep  the 
top  of  the  stone^  it  being  solid, 
above  the  sarfhce  of  the  oU. 
Yea^  it  is  possible,   that   al- 
though the  earth  is  much  den- 1 
ear  than  the  wate#,  in  its  natu- 1 
taletale,  yet,  that  the  water  | 
^by  its  own^ weight, may  so  com-  ^ 

pvesB  itself^  .as  to  bear  the  top  of  a  column  of  earthy  above  its  surface.  For 
mstanoe,  soppoee  A  B  C  D  to  be  a  body  of  watery  in  which,  is  a  column. 
«f  e«rth,  ef  e^aal  height,  £  F.  Let  the  water  as  far  as  G  H,  not  half  to 
thie  bottom,  be  lighter  than  earth,  and  below  G  H,  as  much  heavier.  It  is 
'SHOKfte,  that  the  colnmn  of  earth,  E  F,  will  float,  and  the  top  of  it  be  lift- 
ed above  the  water;  because  a  colmnn  of  the  water  of  equal  size  taken 
toffetber,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  is  heavier  than  the  column  of  earth ; 
mm  if  the  eohnan  itf  imstly  deeper,  so  as  to  reach  to  I,  it  is  all  one. 

Bstfcoording  to  this  hypothesis,  it  is  manifbst,  that,  if  there  be  any  pas- 
sages or  phinks  in  the  incumbent  earth,  the  water  will  ascend  in  them,  till 
it  IS  even  with  the  surface  of  the  sea,  but  no  higher;  so  that  the  chinks  of 
thiia-npper  eaitk,that  have  an  outlet  at  the  Abyss^  are  full  of  water,  so  far 
as  td  be  even  with  the  sQrAice.of  the  oceati:  not  with  salt  water;  ibr 
there  ia  nb  need  that  the  water  of  the  Abyss  should  be  salt,  because  it  has 
.«  aomoMinieatkm-  with  the  sea,  for  the  water  of  the  sea,  at  a  very  great 
liepth^ie  foKAd  not  to  be  salt. 

72.  SALrTNESS  OF  THE  OCEAN.  The  SaHnese  of  the  Ocean 
Witt  net.  seem  a  matter  difficult  to  ua«  if  we  consider,  1.  That  the  Earth 
ftH»«fc&«0ierable  veins,  beds^  and  parcels  of  fossil  and  mineral  matter,  that 
ir  capahfep  of  b^ng  dissolved  by,  and  mixed  #ith,  water :  2.  That,  as  the 

.sea  covets,  and  wadiee,  and  soaks  so  great  a  part  of  the^orld,  it  is  im- 
potaihle,  bat  that  a  very  great  number  of  these  veins  and  beds,  should  be 
■oafceA'  and  washed  by  t£e  wates  of  the  sea:  3.  That  some  of  these  foe- 
sile<will,  of  themtfslves,  dissolve  in  water,  and  mix  with  it,- and  especially, 

ifialt,  BiDf*,  perhaps^  than  any  other :  4.  Thateomo  ofth.eee  particles^  if 
they  be  separated,  and  mixed  with  water,  will  again  precipitate,  and  1^ 
vater  will,  in  time,  cleanse  itself  from  thisra ;  but  Salt  will  never  precipi- 
iate  iflself^  qb  the  eontmry,  if  it  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  it  will  of 
itself  asoead^aiBd  Effuse  itself  a^  over  the  wiier,  and  will  not  afterwardfe 
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precipitate,  fbr  if  it  should  preenitate,  it8  ntlore  nvst  bs  dM*Md.  Wibat 
else  should  cause  that,  which  before  aMesded  of  itself  and  diffitted  itMlf 
in  water,  now  to  precipitate,  and  separate  itself  fiom  the  waten  And 
perhaps,  no  other  particles,  that  are  to  be  found  in  any  considerable  plenty 
in  the  earth,  exbept  Salt,  are  cf  sneh  a  nature,  that  they  wilUof  them- 
selves, diffhne  themselves  in  water,  and  so  continue,  witbont  eidicr  {irnei- 
pitating  again,  or  gathering  at  the  top,  or  some  way  separating*  Otbeir 
particles  may  do  so,  because  they  are  united  to  partickis  of  8alt>  as  the 
particles  of  Alum,  and  other  things,  that  very  mnch  consist  of  salt  parti- 
cles. But  yet,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  length  of  time,  these  foreign  nniti- 
des,  being  disengaged  from  the  Salt,  may  precipitate^  or  ascend,  uid  leave 
only  pure  Salt.  5.  It  must  be  considered,  that  Salt  will,  of  itself,  dis- 
solve, and  mix  itself  with  water  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  water  is,  as  it 
were,  satisfied ;  and  then,  how  much  Salt  soever  is  thrown  in,  it  precipi- 
tates, and  refuses  to  mix  vnth  the  water.  6.  It  follows,  from  these  «oq- 
siderations,  that,  except  the  water  of  the  eea  be  so  full  of  Salt,  that  it  can 
hold  no  more,  all  the  ^alt,  that  ever  happens  to  mix  with  the  water  of  the 
sea,  will  be  there  retained.  7.  It  follows,  that,  if  the  water  benot  eatn- 
rated  with  Salt,  or  has  not  as  many  salt  particles  as  it  can  ret«n«that  the 
water  of  the  sea  could  never  yet  come  at  Salt  enooffh,  to  sainrate  it »  and 
that,  though  n\\  the  Salt  that  the  sea  washes,  and  all  the  salt  pwticka 
that  ever  were  in  any  way  carried  into  theeea,are  now  combined  witlithe 
water  of  the  sea,  yet,  there  is  not  enough  to  satarate  it,  inaaaroeh  as  it 
retains  all  that  it  gets,  until  it  be  satisfied.  S.  It  may  be  conaiderad,  that, 
besides  the  Salt,  which  is  diflVised  in  the  sea,  from  those  beds  which  the 
sea  washes,  it  holds  all  the  saline  particles,  tlmt  are  carried  into  it  by  alt 
the  rivers ;  and,  thodgh  they  should  be  but  few  in  a  hUle  time,  yety  be- 
cause the  sea  discharges  itself  of  them  no  more,  bat  the  water,  when  it 
returns,  by  exhalation  or  otherwise,  leaves  them  behind,  coeiinf  foath  par- 
iectly  fresh,  in  whole  ages,  the  rivers  woald  carry  in  enoagh  to.  nadee  the 
i  salt.     For  there  are  a  multitude  of  salt  particles  in  tCs  epper  i 


of  the  earth,  as  appears,  in  that  plants  have  so  ranch  Salt  in  their  eonatita- 
tion.  And  the  rivers  must  needs  bring  a  mohitnde  of  iheae :  especially, 
in  times  that  they  overflow  their  banks,  great  qnantatiea  aauat  be  carried 
.  into  the  rivers  by  rains,  and  the  melting  of  enows :  so  that,  it  is  impcwiile, 
but  that  the  Sea,  in  ptooese  of  time,  should  be  •salt.         ' 


73.  EXHALATIONS.  Relating  to  No.  57.  I  do  net  hnow  i 
any  other  liquid  is  exhaled  after  this  manner*  Oil,  we  know,'may  be  ex- 
haled, though  very  difficultly  and  dewly ;  and  whether  it  be  bybabblea"! 
cannot  tell.  I  believe  that  nothing  but  what  is  liqtiid  is  exhaled^er  caniei 
by  heat,  or  the  sunbeams,  to  ascend  in  the  Atmosphere  aftertfaia jnaaaar, 
by  being  rarified  so  as  to  be  buoyed  up  by  the  mere  weight  of  the  Atmoa- 
phere  ;  because  the  properties  of  a  liquid  body  seem  neceaatiy'to  sOCfa  a 
nrefaction.  For,  in  order  to  the  being  capable  of  such  a  rarefootioM  by 
the  sunbeams,  it  is  neocssary  that  the  body  should  easily  recem  tlie  km* 
pression  of  rays,  todifluse  it  abroad  or  to  expand  its  parts  t  lAdyiattlie 
parts  must  so  cling  one  to  another  as  totally  to  exdnde  the  dmongaeent 
air  from  filling  the  places  that  were  left  empty  by  that  eipanaioBA .  Far, 
how  much  soever  the  parts  are  expanded,  yet  tt  air  cornea  hi  betanan  the 
scattered  parts,  there  wiU  not  be  less  matter  or  weight  witfainite  beuMs, 
than  in  a  hke  quantity  of  the  rest  of  the  air,  and  se  the  rariied  body  wonM 
not  ascend  in  the  air. 

And  yet  1  am  very  fiir  from  thinking,  that,  there  are  none  but  liqeid  ck* 
halations,  or  that  no  bodies  are  caused  to  ascend  into  the  air  by  the  sen- 
.  beams,  bnt  liquids,  or  that  liquids  are  the  vehtdes  to  aQ  e«halataens«     I  be- 
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HftTethat  fWTtklei  of  oVtry  kind  urectiMBBd,  by  the  tfunbeams,  Ut  dttfuie 
tbcnwelTes  all  oTer  the  Atmosphere,  after  the  same  manner  as  odours  are 
diffused,  and  those  constituent  parts  of  the  Atmosphere^  which  we  spake  of 
when  treating  of  the  Atmosphere.  (See  No.  56.)  And  it  is  eai^  to  con- 
ceive, that  many  of  those  particles,  when  a  sufficient  number  of  them  hap- 
pMi.  to  get  together,  should  be  capable  of  creating  heat  after  the  same 
manner  as  the  particles  of  the  Sun,  and  to  any  degree  of  intenseness,  and 
with  any  degree  of  suddenness. 

74.  CLOUDS.  I  think  I  have  not  seen  it  explained,  with  respect  to 
the  clouds,  why  thev  are  terminated  by  such  even  and  distmct  bounds ; 
especially  in  those  clouds  that  we  call  Thunder-clouds.  The  clouds  are 
nothing  else  but  vapours,  that  are  drawn  up  from  all  parts  of  the  s«a  and 
earth,  and,  one  would  think,  should  be  scattered  every  where  in  the  air  in- 
diserimiaaitely,  so  as  to  thicken  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  air.  Or,  if 
the  air  were  thickened  by  them  in  one  place  more  than  in  another,  be- 
cause a  greater  number  of  vapours  are  drawn  up  from  some  parts  of  the 
eeith  than  others;  yet,  as  ther  fly  loose  in  the  air,  one  would  think  they 
sheiihi  be  terminated  very  gradually,  grrowing  thinner  and  thinner  by  little 
and  lictle,  till  at  last,  it  should  be  so  thm  that  it  could  not  be  discovered. 
Bnt,  instead  of  tliiaf,  we  see  the  clouds  terminated  by  very  distinct  snrfa- 
<:e8  and  bounds,  ^hey  are  extended  thus  far,  and  then  cease  at  once,  and 
all  beyond  is  clear  air.  Sometimes  indeed,  the  air  is  thus  univeisally 
thickened,  as  when  Halos  or  Parfaelions  appear ;  but  afterwards  these  va- 
fNmrs  gather  into  distinct  heaps  and  thick  clouds. 

I  do  not  know,  that  this  can  be  explained  any  other  way,  than  by  the  mu- 
tual attraeCion  of  the  parts  of  the  vapour,  that  they  thus  run  together,  and 
mahe  such  distinct  heaps.  The  only  difficulty  is.  How,  according  to  the 
laws  and  joBt  proportion  of  attraction,  the  attraction  of  such  exc^dingly 
small  pareels -of  matter  to  each  other,  should  be  great  enongh  to  explain 
this.  To  this  I  answer,  That  the  attraetion  neM  to  be  but  exceedmgly 
■maU,  to  onake  these  parcels  to  draw  nearer  and  nearer  together,  so  fast  as 
is  needfi^  to  suppose  they  do,  when  they  hang  so  free  in  the  air,  When  the 
air  is  eo  thin,  and  they  so  high,  and  their  mutual  attraction  is  so  little  hin- 
dered by  the  attraction  of  oUier  bodies.  If  we  suppose  that  two  bubMes, 
that  are  at  the  distance  of  an  hundredth  part  of  an  inch,  moye  so  fast  to- 
wards each  other,  as  to  get  together  in  three,  fbur,  five  or  six  hours,  it 
win  be  enough. 

Whei^  theveis  a  very  still  and  calm  air,  and  the  vapours  are  ascended 
vevf  high,  whence  they  are  more  at  liberty,  we  see  them  collected  into 
paroeb  neerly  of  an  e^al  bigness,  and  at  an  equal  distance;  so  that 
the  heavens  emfeor  checquered  with  them.  This  is  the  very  natural  effect 
of  this  miitaai  attrtction.  After  the  same  manner,  when  we  breathe  upon 
glass)  though  at  first  the  vapour  is  every  where  equally  soread  over<  the 
sfkss  V  yet  the  particles,  by  their  matoal  attraction,  presently  run  into  ^ch 
Uks'peivels. 


^  76,    RAIN.    The  reason  why  the  winds,  that  blow  from  the  coasts^ 

I  biiog  rain,  is  net  merelv  because  they  are  more  impregnated  with  watery 

I  vapours ;  for  such  winds  will  thicken  the  air  with  clouds,  in  regions  ver^ 

^  lemete  firom  the  sea,  as  soon  as  they  be^in  te  blow,  before  they  can  poesi- 

^  hkf  biinff  «ny  vapours  so  far.     And  besides,  if  that  were  the  only  reason,  it 

^  would  sowi^  ram  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.    Bat  the  reason  seems  to  be 
this :  When  the  wind  blows  from  the  sea,  towards  the  mediterranean  re- 

i  gions^  the  stream  of  the  air  is  tip  hili,  so  as  it  is  whentbe  wind  passes  over 


Digitized  by 


Google 


>  » moonfcaiii*    Tb6  v«|ioiim.iia«iiddei^  liAftd  tp  1h|^  hf^tk^mmA,  tbatikt 

«ir  is  too  thiQ  to  support  them.    You  may  see  the  jeaaao  of  it  plaoilgr  Unw  : 
W-beu  tlie  «r  is  in  equilibro  ■■ 

^ntheoontinenii  A  B,  the  strata  C  «..  .,:■ ^^j; 

lOf  air  lie  thus  parallel^  as  C  D. A  : 

,)^-that  when  the  wind  Mows 
'.torn  JB»  the  sea  coast,  towards 

A,  the  midland^the  vapours  are 

carried  continually,  from  a  low- 

erand  m<M«  dense  medium,  to 

*«  higher  and  thinner,  and  at 

length  to  one  that  is  too  thin  to 

sui^H>rt  them.  ^   But  as  the  con- 
trary, occurs  when  the  wind  blows  Srom  A  to  B,the  vapoiura  ftW  notallboM** 

ed,  but  carried  into  a  thicker  regi«n«  that  is  better  able  to  mippoit  ttan» 

and  then  it  i^  fair  weather* 

76.  WINTER.    The  reaaoD,  why  there  are  more  fteqiMiit  and  YioleBt 
winds  in  winter  than  in  summer,  is,  because  the  air  hyxtrntom  of  cold 
being  more  dense,  hangs  together,  and  does  not  give  way  but  in  «  body- 
Winters  are  very  useful  upon  this  account,  that  the  frost  looaena  the  Mil 

every  year,  which  othecwise  would  bake  down  very  hard. 

77.  ICE.  COLD.  Those  Nitrous  particles,  that  afe  said  to  Jbethniet 
into  the  water,  in  the  process  of  freezing,  do  not  keepithemseLwta  Jimmw- 
able  after  the  manner  of  wadffes,  by  filluag  up  the  spaices  between,  so  that 
they  ahall  not  have  room  to  |3ay  and  move  freely  among  tbensBlves;  .for 
^ia  hypothesis  stiU  leaves  the  maiter  inestplicaUe.  For  I.  U  is  iMzpli- 
-eabte  now  these  ?wedges  should  thjrust  tbeooselves  in  .«q  iast,  intft  Skheap  ni 
partidee  90  exceedingly  moveable,  that  thc^  cannot  be  stined.at  all :  hom 
-these  wedges  shotUdM  of  so  happy  a  shape,  and  ^ould  so  haopily,  each  of 
them>  find  a  vacuity,  among  the  vacuities  of  the  water,  ezatftiiy  aecomti  ■ 
dated  to  their  shape,  as  to  completely  fill  them  op,  ao  that  of  all  these 
jytttle  rolling  slippery  particles  none  can  stir  at  all,  insomuch  thatthaMrhicfa 
was  before  a  liauid  body,  shall  not  mily  be  made  something  more  solid  like 
clay>  but  should  be  so  hacd,  aflnot  to  give  wav  wiUiout  breaking. .  liBt  as 
suppose^for  the, easiness  of  c<mceiving«  that  the  particl^  of  watar  were  ss 
big  as  peas.  Let  the  frij^d  particles  be  as  bif  in  prbportion,  but  <>tbarwise 
having  all  thesame  quahties.  Let  a  multitude  of  freexiag  particlae  be  ho- 
>  vering  in  the  air,  over  this  heap  of  globule*.  U  is  very  probable  that  aaaay 
of  them  would  get  in  among  thegiqbules,  so  that  perhaps  t^  wohUL  Aot 
ali|S  and  roQ  one  over  another,  iso  easily  ibr  it.  ^t  it  i^MMaoBcaiyalde  1m>w 
these  Nitrous  partidee,  beiag  hard,  should  so  be  acpommadatad  .to  the 
an^ed  vacuities,  that  all  Uie  vacuities  should  baao  fiUed,  that  tile  haafi.or 
glAuks  shoMld  be  so  hard  aa  to,bear  a  great  weight,  a  Kurd  afaoi^  wiUK»at 
any  impression  being  made  upon  it.  But  it  would  be  yet  monaatiaiiyiif 
it  was  evident,  that  there  was  more  vacuity,  now,  in  the  heap  of  globules, 
than  belbre,  and  yet  noqe  of  the  globalea  abould  have.ioom  to  athr ;  .which 
yet  is  certainly  the  caiM  ia  water,  ae  all  know,  im  bwng  Ughtec  Ihia 
.water. 

9ut  this  matter  of  fraexing  may  be  easily  aolved,,frg«i  tbe  oeitaia  piina- 

pies  foragping,  of  the  strong  aUsaction  of  partidati  ime  ,U>  ianothar. 

ifofe,  to  solve  Ham  nwtlter,  we  ahall  first  lay  down  the  fiiHawiag 


Az.  1.    0ince  panicles  of  qoatter  tend  to  each  other,  aajr«hai>6alMm, 
it  is  evident,  that  every  part  of  the  sur&ce  of  obe  particla,  toads  to  touc^ 
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tbe  9wiSnf^9mt&M(fntKt  it^  imd  wouM  touch  it»  if  it  were  ncft  hMet«ii 
by  ytrotttbertdwesi  or  othbrwiae. 

Ax.  t.  Tberefiore,  if  a  paiticle  that  is  near  to  another  partack^  W^ 
flexible,  so  that  it  can  accommodate  its  fi^re  and  s«riace  to  tha  surftico 
of  the  partieis^atlracllinf  it ;  it  wii],  by  so*  aocomraodatu[i|r  itself  and  bsiftflr 
thereby  biought^  abunoantly  nearer^  and  approaching  it  in  iansmerahu  > 
points,  if  It-M  denser^  aeoording  to  tbe  foregoinff  priaci^os,  oletLve  ev>> 
ceeding  fiwi  to  k^  sAd  will  not  be  easily,  separated  Irom  tt^ 

Az«  3*  If  one  of  these  flexible  particles  lies  between  two  or  moHB  fiyr* 
tideSf  it  will^  fbr  tbe  Same  reason^  accommodate  itself  to  aU  their  surfaces  i 
and,  filUng  uptfae'Yacuity,  if  it  be  not  too  big,  will  cleave  ftst  totbett  all^. 
and  they  all  will  cleave  fast  to  that.  However  eaeUy^foparable  thi^i  were^ 
befbre>  jret  now,  thejt  wiU^Ul  be  held  together  by  this»  And  if  the  vaeiiily 
be  too  mg,  what  one  particle  cant  do,  two  or  More  can* 

AXk  4;    If  mimit  dT  these  particles  were  dispersed  in  the  taauhaes  o£a    - 
mass  of  particles,  otherwise  moveable,  they  would  hold  the  whole  immo^i: 
veable,  one  against  another. 

Ax.  6.  And  if  these  particles  are  not  flexible*  with  such  s-flexibleneaB' 
as  that  of  leather,  and  other  bodies  that  are  elasiie,  asd  are  Easily  oapabts 
of  stretching,  and  compression,  as  well  as  imprtesnoe;  heal  with  sieha 
flexiblenessas  that  of  clay — a  dead  flexibility,  wttbont  beinff  capable  oli 
rarefaction,  compression,  or  elasticity ;  tbe  mass  of  pastidest  hat  are  oon-> 
gealed  by  it,  will  be  hard,  and  not  elastic* 

Ax.  6.  These  particles  will  be  capatde  of  emtsring  the  smsllssr  notes; 
fbr  the  same  quality  that  capacitates  them  to  accommodate  themselves  to 
the  surfaces  of  bodies,  makes  them  capable  of  being  accommodated  to 
pores  of  any  figure  or  dimensions. 

Ax.  7.  If  many  of  these  particles,  being  Of  such  a  flexible  nature,  arer 
hovering  over  an  heap  of  vei^  smooth  particles,  thev  will  be  drawn  into 
their  vacuities,  by  the  attraction  of  those  particles,  after  tbe  same  manner 
as,  «id  for  the  same  reason  as,  water  of  itself  ascends,  and  is  drawn  intc| 
very  small  glass  tubes. 

Ax.  8.  However  flexible  these  bodies  mav  be,  by  their  own  attraction 
to  their  own  centers,  to  one  another,  or  to  other  particles;  yet,  tht?y  may 
be  so  dense,  and  tfaeir  attraction  so  great,  that  a  considerable  mass  of  par4 
ticles,  congealed  by  them,  shall  be  very  hard,  because  the  toiro  eanttot  , 
be  changed,  or  an  impression  made,  without  stirring  the  whofe  mass  that  ' 
is  contiguous,  and  so  contradicting  the  strong  attraction  of  a  multitude  of 
these  particles. 

Ataa  after  this  manner,  I  suppose  Ice  is  made ;  and  the  only  thing  that 
remains  to  be  explained,  is-^How  the  fVeezing,  which  fills  up  so  many  of 
itspores,  should  yet  maite  it  lighter,  or  more  rare  ?  Which  will  not  be 
-dtfiicult,  fVom  the  same  principles.  For  according  to  these  principles,  it  is  ^ 
ndt  at  idl  prc^able,  that  the  mass  of  water  should  be  all  congealed  at  ^ 
onbe,  in  on^'instnnt,  sc^  that  every  pitnre  will  be  flUed  up  with  them  at  once ; 
but  thatf 'as  these  particles  gradually  work  into  the  water,  th€y  will  be 
laid  hold  of,  and  locked  together  by  parcels,  as  thecongealing  particles  get 
in,  till  at  length,  tbe  whole  mass  is  made  fast.  The  mass  is  stifibnedby 
palrcels;  whtch  parcels,  being  made  hard        jj-,     -  *!«  « 

and    stubborn,    will    not  accommodate        ^^'^*  r^.x. 

themselves  to  the  vacuities  that  shall  be 
made  by  the  invincible  drawing  of  parti- 
cles out  of  their  seati^by  these  fTi|fid 
atoms :  whereby,  a  multitude  of  vacuities 
will  unavoidablv  be  made.  Supposing  a 
parcel  of  pa^^icles,  consisting  of  nineteen, 
should  be  catcbed,  and  fastened  as  they  lie  i|^  ^v  •  ^  {oTi»»  ^^'  ^  *    ^^  ^  ^^ 
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dUBtr  that,  by  the  force  of  the  attrmction  of  the  particlea,  that  are  bcCwven 
in  their  pores,  these  frigid  particles  he'mg  suppoaed  to  be  flexible  and  |^la- 
hie,  they  will  be  drawn  into  each  a  fi^re  a&  this,  Fig.  S ;  and  this  may  be 
done,  with  invincible  force. 

And  by  this  means,  vacnities  will  be  left  in  the  places  from  whence 
these  particles  were  drawn,  except  other  particles  or  water  come  in  their 
room.  But  perhaps  the  particles  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  i*iflbnin|r  to- 
gether at  the  sanie^time ;  and,  instead  of  coming  to  fiH  up  the  Tacatiea, 
made  by  the  congealing  of  this  parcel,  they  are  drawn  farther  off  them- 
selves, and  make  the  vacuity  greater.  Besides,  the  sKdee  of  tbe  parcel,  aa 
it  conforms  itself  to  the  figure,  (Fig*  f.)  will  unavoidably  thrust  out  the 
neighbouring  particles,  from  their  places,  which,  perhaps,  are  congealed 
together  into  stiff  parcels.  Wherefore,  this  thrusting  must  necMsrily 
cause  ^acuities  in  another  direction,  by  displacing  of  these  new  inflexible 
paroels'of  water,  which  cause  the  Uke  displacing  through  the  whole  mass, 
as  far  as  particles  are  contiguons. 

Let  us  still  represent  the  matter  in  a  larger  figure,  for  clearer  iHuetra- 
tien.  Let  us  suppose  the  vessel  A  B  C  D,  (Fig.  3.)  full  of  particles  of 
water,  ^to  which  the  particles  of  cold  getting,  glue  them  together,  by 
parcels,  of  all  manner  of  irregular  figures,  and  magnitudes :  but  let  us  sup- 
pose for  the  present,  that  there  are  seven  in  a  parcel,  arid  that  the  parcels 
be  those  which  we  have  markcKJ  out  by  the  crooked  lines,  connecting  them. 
It  is  al]  one,  as  to  the  room  they  take  up,  let  them  be  taken  in  any  other 
figure  whatever.     It  is  evident  that  they  will  be  drawn  into  this  form. 

Fig.  3. 
A 


i%.  4. 


(Figi  4.)  and  that  they  cannot  lie  in  such  afoitn,  without  fiir  greater  vacu- 
oles than  before,  and  that,  when  they  are  brought  in  this  form,  the  «ir- 
^®e  of  the  water  must  be  considerably  lifted  above  the  brim  of  the  vessel, 
A  B  C  U,  and  the  water  will  toke  up  much  more  room  than* before,  let' 
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them  lie  as  e\o6e  as  their  fiffores  will  allow  of.  These  yacoities  will  he 
greater  or  less,  cHerii  parumi,  accercling  as  the  parcels  congealed,  are 
greater  or  less. 

Now  it  is  very  evident,  from  the  foregoing  principles,  that  many  of  these 
parcels  may  be  drawn  into  one,  and  often  will,  as  we  see  many  bubbles 
upon  the  surface  of  water,  run  into  one.  For  instance,  the  glumg  parti- 
cles that  hold  together  the  parcel  O,  (Fig  4.)  may  happen  to  catch  hold  of 
the  pared  6,  or  F,  and  thereby  they  wOl  be  drawn  into  one.  This  will 
be,  eq>ecially  upon  an  increase  of  cold,  or  the.  incursion  of  a  great  plenty 
of  these  particles ;  fbr  whereas  there  were  then  no  more  particles  than 
enough  to  hold  the  distinct  parcels  together,  a  greater  plenty,  by  fifliog  up 
the  vacuities,  will  so  glue  them  together,  as  to  make  them  run  one  into 
another. 

Now  it  is  certain,  that,  however  hard  ice  is,  and  its  parts  immoveable, 
yet  an  increase  of  cold  does  make  an  alteration  in  tBe  disposition  of  its 
parts ;  fbr  it  makes  ice  swell  and  rise  up  like  boiling  water,  and  the  parts 
eeparate,  and  make  innumerable  air  holes.  And  it  is  also  certain,  that  this 
running  of  several  congealed  parts  into  one,  according  to  these  principles, 
would  cause  ice  to  swell,  and  take  up  more  room.  If  the  parcels  F,  G, 
and  O,  should  run  into  one,  and  together  form  themselves  into  a  globular 

a^re,  this  could  not  be,  without  thrustinff  the  parcels  H,  and  I,  higher, 
or  would  the  matter  be  made  up  by  the  subsiding  of  other  parts;  for 
the  whole  is  too  stiff  and  stubborn,  fbr  some  parts  to  come  in  the  room  of 
others  that  are  moved. 

It  will  also  follow,  naturally  and  necessarily,  from  the  same  principles, 
that  a  great  increase  of  cold  will  cause  cracks  in  the  ice ;  fbr  suppose  the 
parcels  H,  I,  K,  L,  and  O,  by  an  increase  of  frigorifick  particles,  are  drawn 
into  one  parcel ;  It  is  evident  this  cannot  be,  without  thrusting  F,  and  G, 
and  the  parts  on  each  side,  farther  asunder.  And  if  there  be  the  force  of 
many  such  parcels  united,  near  together,  or  in  a  ran^,  we  may  suppose 
the  strength  will  be  sufficient  to  make  a  crack  in  the  ice. 

From  Uie  same  principles,  it  is  evident  that,  if  the  congealing  matter 
get  among  particles  that  are  so  fixed,  that  they  cannot  be  drawn  out  of  the 
order  that  they  lie  in,  it  will  condense  them,  and  draw  them  within  closer 
bounds ;  for  drawing  together,  it  is  evident  is  the  genuine  effect  of  them, 
and  that  expanding  and  rarifying  is  accidental,  and  is  caused  only  by 
changing  the  order  and  texture  of  the  particles.  By  drawing  toffetber,i 
therefore,  where  there  is  this  drawing  together  without  changing  of  order, 
there  will  be  condensing  without  ranfying :  so  it  is  well  known,  that  hard 
bodies  shrink  by  cold. 

And  seeing  the  natural  and  genuine  effect  of  this  frigorifick  matter*  is 
to  draw  particles  together ;  and  rarifying  is  only  accidentally  caused  by 
change  in  position ;  it  is  evident,  that  if  those  particles  find  water  already 
fitr  more  rarifying,  and  its  particles  more  scattered,  than  such  a  position 
would  require,  as  in  clouds  and  vapours,  it  will  condense  them,  or  draw 
the  particles  together. 

Cold's  making  hard  bodies  brittle  is  also  easily  explained,  on  the  same 
principles.  It  w  evidently  done  by  taking  away  their  elasticity.  Before 
they  would  bend  and  not  break,  because  the  particles  were  not  so  im* 
moveable  among  themselves,  but  what,  when  the  body  was  bent,  they 
could  move  somewhat  out  of  their  places  to  avoid  a  total  separation  of  one 
part  from  another,  so  that  there  should  be  no  crack.  But  these  particlet, 
getting  in«  lock'them  so  fast  together,  that  they  arc  immoveable. 

Though  there  seems  to  be  a  necessity  of  •oPP^*^'^  •**°^  ^^^^  frigori- 
fick particles,  in  order  to  explain  the  freei'incr  of  Water;  yet  iheje  ap- 
pears no  manner  of  need  of  H  at  all,  in  ordlrf  ^  e%P^'«^  ^^  cowjmdMwg 
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of  Wax  or  Tallow;  for  their  particles  seem  to  be  of  such  a  figoret  thM 
they  tend  of  themselves  to  stick  together,  and  that  it  h  only  the  active 
particles  of  heat,  that  keeps  them  from  adhering  one  to  another,  as  in 
metals,  and  in  stones,  sand,  and  ashes,  which  are  all  capable  of  liqut  fac- 
tion. But  ii  the  particles  of  water  are  an  apt  to  cleave  together,  as  i  hose 
of  wax,  they  will  need  as  much  heat  to  keep  them  asunder.  But  if  not  so 
much,  why  do  they  cleave  so  much  more  strongrly,  wh^n  they  cleave  at  all. 
And  yet,  without  doubt,  these  frifforifick  particles  c|iu«e  wax  and  tallow 
to  be  more  solid  than  they  would  be  of  themselves. 

From  the  foregoin^^  principles,  I  think  it  is  ea^  to  aecount  for  that 
painful  sensation  that  is  caused  in  U8,wbicb  we  call  cold,-  ^rit  is  necessa- 
ry that  these  particles  should  bind  the  fluids  of  the  body,  and  interrupt  ibe 
motions  of  the  blood,  and  animal  spirits ;  which  will  contract,  strain,  and 
pinch  up  the  vessels,  the  veins  and  nerves,  and  most  especially  the  capil- 
lary ones. 

For  this  reason.  Water  is  not  so  transparent  when  frozen,  and  Fat  when 
consolidated  with  cold,  because  the  particles  are  so  drawn  together  a«  to 
have  vacuities. 

It  is  also  easy  and  natural  to  suppose,  that  those  exceedingly  active  par- 
ticles, which  cause  Heat,  should  disengage  those  frigoriflc  particles  n-om 
others,  to  which  they  cleave,  and  thereby  set  them  at  liberty  again. 

78.  ATMOSPHEEE,  ITS  QUALITIES.  That  different  quality  of 
the  air  in  some  particular  regions  or  towns,  at  particular  times,  that  some- 
times causes  some  mortal  mstemper  to  rage  in  such  a  place,  that  is  not 
a  contagious  or  catching  distemper,  when  other  places,  not  far  off,  are 
free,  though  the  winds  every  day  pass  over  them,  that  remove  the  whole 
air  out  of  those  towns,  a  great  many  times  in  a  day,  and  scatter  it  to  manf 
other  places ;  may  arise  from  noxious,  poisonous  vapours  and  steams,  that 
are  (breathed  out  at,  or  near,  such  places,  from  the  subterraneous 
caverns  of  the  Earth,  through  the  various  vents  and  breathing  places,  that 
^re  every  where  in  the  upper  shell  of  the  Earth,  such  as  springs,  and 
wells,  and  other  unseen  chasms.  In  the  time  of  earthquakes  they  say 
they  can  smell  sulphur;  which  must  be  by  the  steam  ofit  coming  up 
through  these  secret  vents. 

79.  SUN.  The  Sun  appears  to  me,  to  be  a  Liquid  Body,  at  least  at  its 
surface,  and  to  a  ^reat  depth,  for  three  reasons : 

1.  That  disposition  of  parts  seems  to  me  to  be  abundantly  the  moat 
commodious,  tur  the  generation  and  preservation  of  that  most  prodiffioua 
intestine  motion  of  its  parts,  which  is  the  cause  of  so  great  light  and  heat. 
Jf  it  be  a  hard,  sohd  body,  then  most  of  its  parts  are  fixed,  and  move  not, 
and  so  partake  of  no  intestine  motion.  We  do  not  see  fire  generated 
spontaneously,  and  of  itsolf,  in  such  hard,  solid  bodies  as  iron  and  stonea ; 
but  either  in  fine  powders  or  liquids ;  whose  parts  lie  loose  and  are  easily 
put  into  a  violent  motion,  and  are  preserved  therein  the  same  way  that  i(t 
was  generated.  If  the  Sun  be  a  solid  body,  like  stone  or  iron,  and  all 
these  particles,  in  which  is  this  violent  intestine  motion,  in  its  pores ;  they 
would  not  have  fair  play. 

2.  I  suppose  that  those  alterations,  which  are  observed  in  the  surfiu^e  of 
the  Sun,  by  the  aid  of  the  Telescope,  do  not  so  well  agree  with  a  body« 
whose  parts  are  solid  and  immoveable,  as  with  a  body  that  has  all  ita  parts 
lying  loose. 

a.  Because  we  know  of  no  substance,  but  what  would  imnsediatelj  be- 
come liquid,  with  such  a  degree  of  heat.  We  soe  nothing,  but  what  would 
melt  with  a  thousand  times  less  degree  of  heat,  and  with  heat  far  laas  sab* 
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%fle  and  penetrating.  We  see  nothing,  but  what  will  dissolve,  and  \U 
parts  loose  one  from  another,  by  little  and  little,  with  a  slow  fire.  What 
strange  sort  of  body  therefore  must  that  be,  which  will  endure  such  a 
degree  of  heat,  so  many  ages,  and  not  be  dissolved. 

It  may  seem  strange,  that  the  light  of  the  Sun,  which  we  suppose  to  be  * 
nothing  but  the  liflrht  of  a  great  fire,  should  be  so  exceedingly  diflerent 
from  the  light  of  all  fires  upon  Earth,  that  is  so  much  brighter  and  whiter- 
This  may  be  explained  as  foDews : 

1    As  to  its  great  brightness,  it  is  nothing  but  what  naturally  results 
from  the  bigness  of  the  Sun,  and  that  in  two  ways :  (1.)  The  fire  being  so 
big,  will  naturally  and  necessarily  cause  every  part  of  this  fire  to  be  im- 
mensely hotter  and  brighter,  than  otherwise  it  would  be.     If  a  foot  square 
of  the  Sun  be  very  hot  of  itself,  it  will  be  immensely  hotter  when  it  is  en- 
compassed, on  every  side,  with  the  same  degree  of  beat,  for  many  thou- 
sands of  miles.     It  is  certain,  that  aU  the  circumjacent  parts  of  the  fire  add 
heat  to  It  inversely,  according  to  the  square  of  the  distance ;  and  so  make 
it  brighter,  as  well  as  hotter.     It  is  evident  that,  if  a  space  in  the  Sun,  of 
a  foot  square,  be  filled  with  particles,  that  are  very  violently  agitated  in 
themselves,  yet,  if  to  this  agitation,  there  be  added  the  heat  of  many  thou- 
sands of  miles  of  a  circumjacent  fire,  they  will  be  more  agitated,  and  there- 
fore these  particles,  that  are  sent  out,  will  leap  forth  so  much  the  more 
briskly;  that  is,  the  light  and  heat  will  be  so  much  the  greater.  (2.)  What 
will  naturally  exceedingly  promote  the  light  and   heat,  is,  the  prodigious 
presence  of  th«  Sun's  Atmosphere,  which  is  incomparably  greater  than 
that  of  the  Earth's  Atmosphere.     And  however  the  Atmosphere  next  the 
6nn  be  very  rare,  by  means  of  the  prodigious  heat,  to  rarity  it ;  yet,  the 
Renixw  in  never  the  less  for  that,  if  action  and  reaction  are  equal.     We 
know  that  the  renuptu  of  the  Air  promotes  light  and  heat :  thus  we  see 
that  fire  is  extinguished  by  the  withdrawing  of  air. 
"  2.  As  to  the  Whitness  of  the  Sun's  light.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  demon- 
strated, that  it  consists  in  a  proportionate  mixture  of  rays  of  all  colours. 
And  from  what  has  before  been  said,  Redness  and  Yellowness  are  caused 
by  the  rays  being  of  greater  bulk.     And  we  see  that  the  light  of  culinary 
fires  and  of  candles  is  reddish  and  yellowiBh,  consisting  mostly  of  the  big- 
ger sort  of  rays.     And  seeing  the  Sun's  rays  are  white,  it  must  be  because 
there  is  a  greater  proportion  of  blue  and  green.     And  this  also  will  be  the 
natural  eil^t  of  tho  prodigious  bulk  and  greater  heat  of  the  Sun.     The 
more  violent  the  agitation  and  repercussion  of  the  particles  is,  the  more 
efiTectually  will  their  parts  be  separated  and  their  rays  made  fine.     We 
know  that  this  does  whiten  rays,  from  experience ;  for  the  more  glowing 
and  hot  a  fire  is,  the  more  white  is  its  light.     But  there  wiU  ensue  no 
manner  of  diflSculty,  if  we  suppose  that  the  particles  of  the  Sun  were  made 
at  first  fine,  and  the  rays  therefore  whiter.     Wo  see  brimstone  bums 
blue,  and  coals  red :  and  why  may  there  not  be  a  body,  that  has  a  mixture 
of  both,  to  cause  white. 

The  interior  parts  of  the  Sun  are  compressed  with  ihimen'se  force,  by 
the  parts  incumbent :  incomparably  more  than  the  interior  parts  of  the 
Earth,  by  the  incumbent  Earth  ;  for  the  quantity  of  incumbent  matter  is 
supposed  to  be  at  least  600,000  tiroes  greater,  and  the  incumbent  weight 
has  its  full  force  upon  the  parts  subjected,  bein^  kept  loose  and  fluid,  by 
the  heat  The  interior  particles  of  the  Sun  being  therefore  pressed  to- 
gether, with  such  prodigious  violence,  we  may  suppose,  will  be  ground  all 
to  pieces,  into  particles  of  the  fitat  kind,  until  the  particlos  ar»  so  hard  and 
solid,  that  so  great  a  force  can  break  them  no  more  -.—doubtless  as  fins 
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iLAd  ts  8oUd  as  the  particles  of  fire  and  ra^s  of  li^t  can  be  suppoMd 
to  be : — and  perhaps  therefore,  every  way  of  the  same  sort,  and  fitted  for 
the  same  motions,  and  to  produce  the  same  efiects.  By  their  being  made 
so  fine,  and  pressed  tog^er  with  such  violence,  thev  must  needs,  to 
the  utmost,  be  exposed  to  each  other's  force,  whether  attracting  or 
propeUing :  whence  will  arise  a  vehement  conflict,  and  a  fermenting  sjid 
agitatbn,  sufficiently  violent,  will  ensue,  to  make  that  prodigious  heat  and 
light,  and  will  be  constantly  preserved  by  the  same  pressure.  And  from 
the  Rays  being  so  exceedingly  fine,  it  may  arise  that  the  light  of  the  Sun 
is  white.  We  many  ways  find,  that  even  the  interior  paitB  of  the  Earth 
do  diffuse  a  heat,  though  not  sufficient  in  such  wise  to  dissolve  and  inflame 
the  whole  globe ;  but  it  may  be  because  the  pressure  is  not  su£|cient,  that 
the  Planets  are  not  globes  of  fire  as  well  as  the  Fixed  Stars* 

80.  LIGHT.  The  rays  of  Light,  however  small,  may  yet  {^  so  coitf* 
pounded,  of  losser  Atoms,  as  that  they  may  be  very  elastic  bodies ;  and 
yet  be  so  contrived,  as  by  that  gravity,  which  is  universal  to  them  and  all 
bodies,  they  may  run  to^^tber,  with  celerity  sufficient  to  cause  their  Re- 
flexion to  be  so  rapid  as  is  found. 

89.  COLOURS.  We  have  already  supposed  that  the  different  Re< 
frangibility  of  rays  arises  from  their  different  bulk.  We  have  also  sop- 
posed  that  they  are  very  elastic  bodies.  From  these  suppositions  the  Co- 
lours of  natural  bodies  may  be  accounted  for :  that  is,  Wny  some  particles 
of  matter  reflect  such  a  sort  or  such  sorts  of  rays,  and  no  other.  The  dif- 
ferent density  of  particles,  whence  arises  a  different  attraction,  together 
with  their  different  firmness,  will  account  for  alL  Some  bodies  have  so 
little  of  firmness,  and  so  easily  give  way,  that  they  are  aUe  to  resist  the 
stroke  of  no  rays,  but  the  least  and  weakest  and  most  reflexible  rays.  All 
the  other  rays,  that  are  bigger,  and  therefore  their  force  not  so  easily  resist- 
ed, overcome  I  he  resistance  of  the  particles  that  stand  in  their  way.  Such 
bodies,  therefore,  appear  blue,  as  the  atmosphere,  the  sky,  smoke,  etc. 
Again,  it  is  known  that  the  most  refrangible  rays  are  most  easily  attracted, 
that  is  are  most  easily  stopped  and  diverted  by  attraction.  For,  as  has 
iieen  already  shown.  Refraction  and  Reflection  from  concave  surfiu;es  is 
by  attraction.  Because,  therefore,  the  most  refran^bile  rays  are  most  di- 
verted by  Refiraction,  and  easiest  reflected  inward  trom  a  concave  surface, 
and  most  diverted  by  passing  by  the  edfes  of  bodies,  it  foDows  that  attrac- 
tion has  most  influence  on  the  most  refrangible  rays. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  particles  of  bodies,  that  are  the  most  dense, 
have  the  strongest  attraction.  The  particles  of  any  body,  therefore,  may 
be  so  dense,  and  attract  so  strongly,  as  to  hold  fast  all  the  lesser  and  more 
refrangible  rays,  so  that  they  shall  none  of  them  be  reflected,  but  only  the 
greater  rays,  on  which  the  attraction  of  these  particles  can  have  lees  influ- 
ence.    Hereby  the  body  will  become  Red. 

And  as  for  the  intermediate  colours,  the  particle^  of  a  body  may  be  so 
dense,  as  to  hold  all  the  most  refrangible  rays,  and  may  not  be  firm  enough 
to  resist  the  strol^e  of  the  least  refrangible.  Hereby  the  body  may  becenio 
yellow,  or  jpreen,  or  of  any  other  intermediate  colour. 

Or  a  body  may  be  coloured  by  the  reflection  of  a  mixture  of  rays.  The 
particles  of  the  body  may  be  able  to  reflect  three  or  four  sorU  of  rays,  and 
have  too  strong  an  attraction  to  reflect  those  raf  s  that  are  less,  and  too 
weak  a  resisUnce  to  reflect  the  biffger  rays.  Or'the  colour  of  a  body  may 
be  compounded  of  reflected  rays,  of  very  different  degrees  of  refrangibility, 
and  not  reflect  any  of  the  intermediate  colours,  by  roason  of  its  being  com-, 
pounded  of  very  heterogeneous  particles,  wliich  have  very  different  de- 
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ifr^es  of  density  and  firmness. — Or  the  particles  of  a  body  may  be.  firm 
enough  to  reflect  all  sorts  of  rays,  and  yet  have  so  little  attraction  to  hold 
them  that  the  body  will  be  white.  Or  a  body  may  be  compounded  of  particles 
having  so  little  resistance  as  to  reflect  no  rays,  or  of  so  great  density  as  to 
hold  all,  or  so  full  of  pores  as  to  drink  in  all.  Then  the  body  is  black.  Or 
the  particles  of  bodies  may  have  pores  and  hollows,  that  may  be  bi^  enough 
to  let  in  the  least  rays,  but  not  the  rest ;  so  that  tiie  pores  of  particles  may 
have  much  to  do  in  the  causing  of  colours. 

The  Blue  of  Mountains,  at  a  distance,  is  not  made  by  any  rays  reflected 
from  the  mountains,  but  from  the  air  and  vapours  that  are  between  us  and 
them.  The  mountain  occasions  the  blueness,  by  interceptmg  all  raysy  that 
would  come  from  beyond  to  disturb  that  colour  by  their  mixture. 

It  may  therefore  seem  a  difSculty,  why  the  Atmosphere  all  round  by  the 
horizon,  does  not  appear  very  blue;  seeing  it  is  evident  that  the  Atmosphere 
reflects  chiefly  the  blue  rays,  as  appears  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  Atmos- 
phere by  the  blueness  of  the  sky,  and  near  the  Earth  by  the  blueness  of 
mountauis,  and  the  redness  or  yellowness  of  the  rising  and  setting  Sun. 
It  should  therefore  seem  that  the  Atmosphere  should  appear  most  blue, 
where  no  rays  are  intercepted  by  mountains ;  because  the  Atmosphere  be- 
yond the  mountam  reflects  the  rays  as  well  as  on  this  side.  Therefore  it 
seems  at  first  that  there  would  be  more  blue  rays  come  to  eyes,  where  none 
were  intercepted  by  mountains,  and  consequently  that  the  most  lively  blue 
would  be  there.  And  so  it  would  be,  if  blue  rays  came  to  our  eyes  m  the 
same  proportion  that  they  are  reflected.  But  most  of  those  blue  rays, 
that  are  reflected  by  those  parts  of  the  Atmosphere,  that  are  at  a 
very  great  distance,  are  intercepted  by  the  intermediate  air,  before 
they  come  to  our  eyes ;  (for  the  air  by  supposition  intercepts  them  easiestQ 
and  only  those  few  yellow  rays  and  less  reflexible  rays,  that  are  refiecteo 
by  the  air,  come  to  our  eyes ;  whence  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  Atmosphere 
near  the  horizon,  does  not  appear  blue,  but  of  a  whitish  yeUow;  and  some- 
times, when  it  is  filled  with  more  dense  exhalations,  that  can  reflect  less 
reflexible  rays,  stiU,  it  appears  a  little  reddish. 

82.  HALO*  The  reason  why  there  commonly  is  a  Circle,  about  the 
Sun  or  Moon,  a  little  before  falling  weather,  and  not  at  other  times,  is,  be 
cause  the  cavities  of  the  bubbles,  when  preparing  for  rain,  are  lessened, 
the  internal  air  losing  its  agitation  and  heat,  and  thereby,  the  skin  is  ne- 
cessarily made  thicker ;  from  whence  it  necessarily  follows,  that  a  greater 
proportion  of  rays  will  be  refracted.  When  the  skin  is  very  thin,  there 
are  but  very  few  rays,  but  what  go  twice  through  the  skin ;  but  we  have 
shown  that  only  those,  that  do  not  go  through  it  at  all,  are  the  rays  that 
constitute  the  circle. 

83.  LENS  ABOUT  THE  SUN.  That  vast  Lenticular  Haze,  or 
Mist,  which  appears  about  the  body  of  the  Sun,  seems  to  me  probable  to 
arise  thus.  The  Effluvia,  that  are  carried  off  from  the  opaque  bodies  of 
the  Solar  System,  and  especially  the  Comets,  by  their  being  carried  be- 
yond the  attractions  of  the  globes  they  proceed  from,  come  at  length  un- 
der the  firovemment  of  the  Sun's  attraction ;  and  so  these  particles,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  force  impressed  upon  them,  while  they  adhered  to  the  globes 
they  came  from,  conjunctly  with  that  that  carried  them  ofi^,  proceed  to  re- 
volve about  the  Sun.  And  their  motion  being  gradually  lessened,  by  the 
resistance  of  the  Ether,  their  orbits  are  ^raduSly  contracted,  and  they  ga- 
ther up  about  the  Sun,  though  their  motion  is  retarded  so  gradually,  that 
it  is  a  long  time  before  they  come  quite  ^q^q  to  the  Suiv's  bodN.  Aiid 
the  reason,  why  the  planes  of  most  of  theij  ritYiilB  *^^  ^'  ^^  neaT,\ixe  \!VaT\fe 
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of  the  Zodiac,  is  this :  for  although  the  planes  of  the  orbits  of  the  CoBMts^ 
cut  the  plane  of  the  Zodiac,  at  all  angles,  indifferently,  so  that  we  sup- 
pose, that  the  planes  of  the  orbits  of  these  Effluvia,  are  at  first  ineKned  to 
the  plane  of  the  Zodiac,  at  all  angles,  indifferently ;  yet,  they  become  lefs 
and  less  inclined  to  it,  by  means  of  the  motion  of  the  Ether,  which  gradu- 
ally destroys  that  inclination.  For  the  Planets,  by  their  continual  revDlu- 
tions,  drive  and  draw  the  etherial  matter  round,  with  a  motion  paralld  to 
theirs.  For  one  Planet,  by  means  of  its  attractions,  and  by  means  of  Uie 
repelling  nature  of  the  particles  of  Ether,  whereby  like  the  air,  they  repel, 
and  keep  at  a  distance  from,  one  another;  I  say,  by  these  means,  one  rla* 
net  moves  a  vast  mass  of  the  Etherial  matter,  and  the  Diurnal  Revolution 
of  the  Sun,  also  conspir'mg  with  the  Planets,  makes  the  whole  go  round 
in  a  vortex,  parallel  to  the  Zodiac.  And  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  how  this 
should  gradually  bring  the  revolutions  of  the  dispersed  particles  we  are 
speaking  of,  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  plane  of  th«C  '* 

Zodiac.  Let  A  B  be  the  plane  of  the  Ecliptic.  Let  "^ 
C  D  be  the  plane  that  one  of  these  particles  first 
begins  to  revolve  in,  about  S  the  Sun.  It  is  plain, 
that  the  Etherial  matter,  turning  round  every  where 
parallel  to  A  B,  when  the  particle  is  in  the  part  of 
Its  orbit  towards  D,  will  hinder  its  going  as  far  off 
from  A  B,  thtft  is,  from  the  plane  of  the  Zodiac,  as  it 
did  before,  and  will  a  little  impel  it  towards  B;  and 
so,  when  it  comes  to  that  part  of  its  orbit  about  C, 
it  will  impel  it  a  little  nearer  to  A ;  and  so  will  con- 
tinually make  its  revolution  to  be  nearer  the  Zodiac. 
These  things  I  suppose  are  certain,  about  this 
Misty  Lens;  Ist.  That  it  is  not  any  reflexion  or  re- 
fraction of  the  Atmosphere ;  because,  when  it  ap- 
pears, before  the  Sun  rises,  or  after  it  sets,  it  does 
not  always  appear  perpendicular  to  the  horizon,  but 
ijways  according  to  the  Zodiac ;  therefore,  2d.  That  _  _ 

it  must  be  a  reflection  of  the  Sun's  light,  from  some  matter  that  really  en- 
compasses the  body  of  the  Sun. 

84.  MOON.  There  is  a  very  evident  token  of  design  and  providence, 
in  the  exact  adjusting  of  the  diurnal  and  periodical  revolutions  of  the 
Moon.  For,  although  the  figure  of  the  Moon  is  somewhat  oval,  so  that 
that  diameter  of  the  Moon,  which,if  prolonged,  passes  through  the  Earth's 
centre,  is  a  little  longer  than  the  other  diameter,  that  b  perpendicular  to 
it,  by  about  187  feet;  so  that  the  attraction  of  the  Earth,  by  thb  means, 
would  preserve  this  exact  equality,  notwithstanding  very  small  disturban- 
ces ;  yet  except  the  forces,  that  first  g^ve  the  Moon  these  revolutions,  had 
been  very  exactly  equable,  this  small  inequality  of  the  diameters  would  in 
no  wise  have  kept  tnc  same  face  of  the  Moon  turned  towards  us ;  nor 
would  it  ever  have  reduced  the  revolutions  nearer  to  an  equality,  than  thej 
were  at  first.  For,  except  the  disproportion  had  been  infinitely  small,  it 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  turn  the  Moon,  so  that  every  side  should  be 
turned  towards  us :  and  the  diurnal  revolution  would  have  been  accelera- 
ted, every  ^ime  the  longer  axis  of  the  Spheroid  began  to  be  turned  to- 
wards the  Earth,  so  as  to  point  to  it,  and  retarded  when  it  turned  from  it. 
Though  this  exact  equalitv  of  these  two  motions,  be  of  no  great  use  to  us, 
as  we  Know  of;  yet,  probably,  it  is  of  great  use  to  them;  for  if,  in  its  revo- 
lutions, all  sides  of  the  Moon  were  turned  to  the  Earth,  the  seas,  if  there 
be  any,  would  be  raised  97  feet  high ;  which  Tide  would  probably  be  very 
destructive  to  the  surface  of  that  planet. 
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The  Moon's  AUnospbere  is  so  very  thin,  that,  in  their  long  days,  they 
qpnight  not  be  too  hot :  so  thin  a  fluid  not  supplying  matter  adapted  to  those 
agitations  and  vehement  motions,  which  is  heat. 

85.  YEAR.  The  wisdom  of  God  appears,  in  making  the  Year  of  t^uch 
a  length ;  because,  if  tiie  year  were  much  shorter,  tht*re  would  be  very 
little  of  a  regular  distinction  of  seasons,  by  cold  and  htai.  Before  tht;  air 
and  earth  would  have  lost  the  heat  of  the  pummer  Sun,  ih^  Sun  would  be 
in  the  Tropic  of  Capricorn ;  and  before  we  should  have  got  over  the  cold  of 
the  Sun's  absence  in  winter,  the  Sun  would  be  again  over  our  heads^  and 
the  seasons  would  be  confounded. 

86.  COMETS.  The  use  of  Comets  seems  to  be,  by  their  effluvia, 
which  go  off  in  their  tails  continually,  but  especially  in  tlieir  perihelion, 
to  feed  the  Sun  with  matter,  suitable  to  be  converted  into  rays  of  light,  to 
repair  the  waste  of  such  particles,  by  the  vast  diffusion  oC  light  which  it 
daily  emits.  They  are  sent  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  Comet,  not  as 
rbing  by  the  weight  of  their  circumambient  Ether;  for  it  has  been  demon* 
strated  to  be  so  small,  and  so  near  to  nothing,  that  it  is  not  supposable, 
that  it  can  be  hj  any  such  means ;  but  by  the  force  or  attraction  of  th« 
emitted  rays  of  the  Sun,  whieh,  passing  through  the  atmosphere  of  the 
comets,  by  their  attraction,  draw  after  them,  continually,  those  particles, 
of  which  the  Uil  is  made  up.  The  rays,  that  pass  by  very  near  them,  act 
upon  them  by  their  attraction,  and  set  them  into  a  motion  from  the  Sua, 
and  parallel  to  the  motion  of  the  emitted  rays  of  the  Sun^  There  is  n» 
matter,  by  this  means,  sent  out  of  the  atmosphere  into  the  tail,  but  that 
which  is  most  suitable  to  be  the  aliment  of  the  Sun,  and  to  be  converted 
into  rays  of  light;  for  the  rays  of  light  attract  that  matter,  that  is  of  their 
own  nature,  and  suitable  to  be  turned  into  particles  of  li^bt,  or  fire,  im- 
mensely more  strongly  than  others,  as  appears,  by  the  action  of  particles 
of  lif^ht,  or  fire,  upon  natural  bodies,  in  setting  them  on  fire.  Their  ac- 
tion IS,  at  first,  on  those  particles  in  the  natural  body,  that  are  of  the  same 
kind,  or  fit  to  become  particles  of  fire,  and,  by  this  attraction  of  extrinsic 
rays,  those  within  are  set  in  motion,  whereby  the  body  is  set  on  fire.  And 
thus,  by  the  powerful  action  of  those  particles,  one  on  another,  there  ari- 
ses that  most  rapid  and  vehement  motion  of  them  in  fire,  and  causes  them 
to  leap  forth,  with  such  immense  celerity,  as  to  come  from  the  Sun  hilher 
in  a  few  minutes.  This  strong  action  of  these  particles,  one  on  another, 
probably  arises  from  their  being  immensely  denser  than  other  particles.    . 

87.  FIXED  STAAS.  The  motion  of  the  Fixed  Stars  backwards  in 
the  Ecliptick,  if  it  be  not  real,  but  be  caused  by  any  motion  in  the  Earth, 
must  necessarily  be  caused  by  a  motion  of  the  poles  of  the  Earth  round  the 
poles  of  the  Ecliptick,  in  a  circle  equal  to  the  Polar  Circles.  For  it  is 
most  certain,  if  this  motion  is  in  all  the  Fixed  Stars,  in  circles  parallel  to 
the  Ecliptick,  that  then  the  Polar  Star  itself  moves  r  und  the  role  of  the 
Ecliptick  in  a  circle  equal  to  the  Polar.      But  seeing  the  Pole  Star  itself 

'  ^tirs  not,  the  apparent  motion  of  it,  from  the  Pole  of  the  Earth,  must  be  by 
the  motion  of  the  Pole.  For  either  the  Pole  moves,  or  the  Star  moves, 
it  is  certain.  Besides,  it  is  certain,  if  the  plane  of  the  {Equator  moves,  the 
Poles  move.  But  if  the  points  of  intersection  that  this  plane  makes  with 
the  plane  of  the  Ecliptick,.  pnove,  the  plane  itself  moves,  if  the  Ecliptick 
itself  move  not.  And  the  motion  must  be  such  as  to  cause  the  Poles  to 
move  round  the  Pole  of  the  f  cliptick.  In  such  a  manner  and  sense,  in 
the  Ecliptick,  the  Fixed  Stars  move  a  degree  in  70  years.  It  follows  that 
the  Pole  of  the  Earth  will  move  quite  round  this  circle  in  26,200  years. 
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From  hence  it  is  certain,  if  the  Fixed  Sttra  move  not,  that  the  Earth 
has  two  rotaiioiiB  upon  two  different  Ax^:— one  a  Diurnal,  upon  the 
Axis  that  runs  from  the  North  to  the  South  Pole ;  another,  that  is  per- 
formed in  25,200  years,  upon  the  Axis  that  runs  fVom  one  Pole  of  the 
Ecliptick  to  the  other,  the  last  being  ahout  a  mile  in  a  year,  under  the 
Ecliptick,  being  perhaps  aboOt  as  fast  as  a  snail  would  crawl,  and  might 
possibly  be  caiSed  by  some  Comet  passing  by  the  Earth  in  the  plane  of  the 
£cliptick.  Now  there  would  be  exactly  such  a  rotation  upon  the  Axis  of 
the  Ecliptick,  by  a  Comet's  coming  near  the  Earth,  if  in  the  plane  of  the 
Ecliptick,  in  its  descent  towards  the  Sun ;  for  the  Earth  woula  be  stretch- 
ed somewhat  into  an  Oblong  Spheroid,  in  such  a  case ;  and  as  the  comet 
went  along,  it  is  evident,  that  that  end  of  the  Spheroid  that  was  next  to  it, 
would,  in  some  measure,  follow  it  or  be  drawn  after  it,  which  would  beget 
just  such  a  motion. 

88.  ATOMS.  It  is  certain  that,  when  God  first  created  Matter,  or  the 
^  various  Chaoses  of  Atoms,  besides  creating  the  Atoms  and  giving  the 
whole  Chaos  its  moiion,  he  designed  the  figure  and  shape  of  every  Atom, 
and  likewise  their  places ;  which  doubtless  was  done  with  infinite  wisdom, 
and  with  an  eye  to  what  should  follow  from  the  particular  bulk,  figure  and 
place  of  every  Atom ;  and  this  be  so  ordered  that,  without  doing  anything 
more,  the  Chaoses  of  themselves,  according  to  the  establish^  Laws  m 
Matter,  were  brought  into  these  various  and  excellent  forms,  adapted  to 
every  of  God's  ends,  excepting  the  more  excellent  works  of  plants  and 
animals,  which  it  was  proper  and  fit  God  should  have  an  immediate  hand 
in.  So  the  Atoms  of  one  Chaos  were  created  in  such  places,  of  such  mag- 
nitudes and  figures,  that  the  Laws  of  Nature  brought  them  into  this  fbrm< 
fit,  in  every  regard,  for  them  who  were  to  be  the  inhabitants. 

AXIOMS.  1.  If  a  thing  is  to  come  one  of  two  or  more  ways,  if  it  hap- 
pen in  one  of  those  ways,  and  not  in  an-  -n 
other,  it  will  be  because  there  is  some 
reason  why  it  should  happen  this  way,  and 
not  another.     And  in  things  that  have 
happened,  there  is  some  reason,  why  they 
have  happened  this  way  more  than  ano- 
ther.    For  instance,  I  say  it  is  evident,  ^^               "^/tN 
that  if  the  body  C  be  at  rest,  but  is  to  move  O                  Qj^ 
either  towards  A,  or  B,  or  D,  or  E,  if  it 
move  towards  E,  it  will  be  because  there 
is  some  reason  why  it  should  move  to- 
wards E,  more  than  why  it  should  move 
towards  A,  B,  or  D. 

2.  Which  necessarily  follows  firom  the 


£ 


former ;  when  there  is  an  equal  reason,  why  the  thing  should  be,  or  happen 
each  of  the  supposed  ways,  and  it  cannot  be  all,  it  will  be  neither.  If  it 
can  be  proved  that  there  is  eqnal  reason  why  the  body  C  should  move  to- 
wards either  A,  B,  D,  or  E,  it  will  move  towards  neither  of  them. 

3.  The  same  force  will  equally  separate  all  bodies,  or  parts  of  bodies, 
conjoined  with  equal  strictness,  cetem  jMirt&ti«,— This  to  prove  that  it  bolda 
in  all  Atoms. 

4.  Nothing  produces  Any  thing  where  it  is  jiot.  There  b  no  need  of 
inserting  the  word  immediately  here ;  for  in  the  sense  of  thw  Axiom,  thai 
only,  which  immediately  does  a  thing,  properly  does  it.  For  instance, 
when  one  body  b  thrown  against  another,  and  causes  that  other  body  to 
move ;  in  the  sense  of  this  Axiom,  it  was  the  body  that  was  thrown,  that 
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moved  the  other,  and  not  tb^man  that  threw  it.  The  Axiom  is  evident, 
because  }t  is  a  contradiction  to  suppose  that  the  body  acts  where  it  is  not, 
or  to  say  that  it  exerts  itself,  where  itself  is  not.  It  is  evident  that,  if  a 
body  bo  not  in  such  a  space,  that  it  is  all  one  with  respect  to  that  space,  as 
if  it  had  no  existence  at  alL 

5.  Wherefore,  if  a  body  is  placed  alone  in  a 
space,  as  for  instance,  the  body  C,  in  the  midst  of 
the  space  ABE,  there  bein^  no  other  corporeal 
oeing  in  that  space;  if  this  bcSy  be  at  rest,  and  af- 
terwards it  begins  to  nwve,  it  is  manifest  that  it  is 
not  moved  by  any  corporeal  beinff,  but  by  a  being  Al 
not  corporeal  Or  if  the  body  C  be  held  at  rest,  so 
that  it  cannot  be  moved,  it  is  evident  it  is  held  there 
by  an  incorporeal  being. 

B 

6.  For  the  same  reason,  if  the  two  bodies  c,  and  o,  touching  each  other, 
be  touched  by  no  other  body,  if  the  body  e,  be  held  to  the 
body  o,  so  that  it  cannot  be  moved  away  from  it,  it  is  evident 
that  it  is  held  there  by  an  incorporeal  l>eing ;  for  the  body  o, 
•annot  possibly  act  upon  the  body  6,  eo  as  to  hinder  it  from 
moving  away ;  for  by  Axiom  4,  the  body  o  does  not  act  where 
it  is  not;  but  the  body  o,  w,  no  further  than  its  surface  is. 

And  the  case  will  be  the  sane,  let  the  bodies  toach  in 


^ 


one  point,  or  in  more,  or  by  lines  or  surfaces ;  as  the  bodies  / 
a,  and  v.     If  v  cannot  be  moved  towards  y,  it  must  be  an  in- 


nt 


coiporeal  being  that  keeps  it  immoveable ;  for  a  is  present 
no  farther  than  the  plane /m,  and  therefbre  cannot  possibly 
i^ct  on  V,  which  is  beyond  it,  to  hinder  its  being  moved  to- 
wards ff, 

POgTULATUM.  The  attraction  of  small  bodies,  is  so  much  greater 
than  the  attraction  of  great  bodies,  according  to  the  quantity  of  matter  in 
them,  at  the  same  distance  from  the  surface  of  each,  as  the  squares  of  the 
distances  of  the  jmrts  of  the  small  body  are  less.  For  the  parts  of  small 
bodies  attract  bodies  mgh  to  them  immensely  more  than  correspondimr 
parts  of  great  bodies,  because  the  parts  of  a  small  body  may  lie  so  mu^ 
nearer  to  the  body  attracted.  Therefore,  smaU  bodies  attract  bodies  near 
their  surfiice,  wuh  immensely  greater  stren^h,  according  to  the  quantity 
of  matter  that  is  m  them,  than  great  bodies,  supposing  they  be  equallv 
dense — ^But  the  mmute  partides  of  bodies  have  commonly  vastly  more 
matter  in  proportion  to  their  dimensions,  than  great  bodies;  and  therefore 
wul  attract  abundantly  more,  for  that  reason. 

RAINBOW.  The  separation  of  heterogeneous  rays,  in  the  Rainbow 
IS  not  at  the  reflexion  of  the  concave  surfice,  but  at  the  two  refraction^ 
ffoing  in,  and  commg  out.    There  is  not  a  disUnct  Reflexibility,  but  only 
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K. 

(Seep.  681.) 

PAMlliT   AND   DE8CENDENT8  OF   PRESIDENT   EDWAUDt. 
Jir»<.— FAMILY. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Family  Record,  hi  bM  own  hand,  in  the 
Family  Bible. 

<^  Jonathan  Edwards,  son  of  Timothy  and  Esther  Edwards  of  Windsor 
in  Connecticut. 
« I  was  born  Oct.  6, 1703. 

15,1727. 
nt,  July  28, 1727. 

Eabbath  day,  between  2  and  3 

abbath  day,  towards  the  conclu- 

r30. 

Sabbath  day,  between  9  and  10 

h,  1734,  being  iSabbath  day,  the 

oi  the  inoming. 

iday,  the  last  dky  of  Aug.  1736, 

y,  July  25, 1738,  between  h  and 
7  o'clock  w  tbe  mormng. 

«  My  daughter  Susannah  was  bom  on  Friday,  June  20, 1740,  at  about  S 
in  the  morning. 

«  All  *u-  A.^^.^^  «k^«-.  lamed,  had  the  measles,  at  the  latter  end  of  ^ 

^as  bom  on  Monday  morning,  May  d,  1743, 
I  dnight,  and  Was  bapti^sed  the  sabbath  foUowing. 

bom  on  a  sabbath-aay-ni£^ht,  May  26, 1745,  be* 
\  1  was  baptized  the  sabbath  following. 

lied  on  a  sabbath  day,  Feb.  14,  1747,  about  5 
<  id  17. 

th  was  bora  on  Wednesday,  May  6,  1T47  bo- 
t  night,  and  w;as  baptized  the  sabbath  foTIowing. 

<^  My  son  Pierrepont  was  bom  on  a  sabbath-day-hicht,  April  8, 1750,  be- 
tween 8  and  9  o'clock ;  and  was  baptized  the  sabbath  foUowioff. 

<*  i  was  dismissed  from  my  pastoral  relation  to  the  first  Churcn  in  If  orth- 
ampton,  June  22d,  1 750. 

"  My  daughter  Sarah  was  married  to  Mr.  Elihu  Parsons,  June  11, 1750. 

**  My  daughter  Mary  was  married  to  Timothy  Dwight,  Esq.  of  North- 
ampton, Nov.  8,  1750. 

**  My  daughter  Esther  was  married  to  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr  of  Newark, 
June  29,  1752. 

**  Mr.  Burr  aforesaid,  President  of  the  New  Jersey  College,  died  at 
Princeton,  Sept.  24, 1757,  of  the  Nervous  Fever.  Mr.  Burr  was  bom 
Jan.  4,  1715. 

'^  I  was  properly  initiated  President  of  New  Jersey  College,  by  taking' 
the  previous  oaths,  Feb.  16, 1758." 
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Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  President  of  Nassau  Hall,  died  of  the  small 
pox,  March  22,  l'g§,  and  was  buried  March  l^4tlt^ 

Elsther  Burr,  wiJe  of  Rev.  Aaron  3urr,  died  at  Princeton,  April  7,  1758, 
of  a  short  illness,  aged  26.       ' 

Sarah  Edwards,  wife  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  died  Oct.  S,  1758,  about  12 
o'clock,  and  was  buried  at  Princeton  the  day  following. 

Eliziiieth  Edwards,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah,  died  at  North- 
ampton, Jan.  1, 1762,  aged  14. 

Lucy  Woodbridge  died  at  Stockbridge  in  Oct.  1786,  aged  50. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.  diedat  Schenectady,  Aug*  1,1801,  aged 
56. 

Susannah  Porter  died  at  Hadley,  in  the  spring  of  1802,  ased  61. 

Sarah  Parsons  died  at  Goshen,  Mass.  May  15, 1806,  aged  76. 

Mary  D wight  died  at  Northampton,  Feb.  1807,  aged  72. 

Timothy  Edwards  died  at  Stockbridge  in  the  autuom  of  1813,  aged  7$. 

Eunice  Hunt  died  at  Newbem,  N.'  C.  in  the  autumn  of  1822,  aged  79. 

Pierrepont  Edwards  died  at  Bridgeport,  April  14, 1826,  aged  76. 


Secondm — MORE  remote  descendxnts. 

J    (  Elibu  Parsons,  Esq.  )  married  June  1 1, 1750.    They  lived  at  Stock* 
I  Sarah  Edwards,       )    bridge  and  afterwards  at  Groehen. 
Children. 

1.  Ebenezer.    Died  in  infancy. 

2.  Esther,  bom  May  17,  1752,  di^  at  Stockbridge,  Nov.  17, 1774. 

3.  Elihu,  botn  t)ec.  8,  1753,  married  Rhoda  ifinsdale  of  Lenox.    He 
died  at  Goshen  in  Aug.  1804.    They  had  6  children. 

4.  Eliphalet,  bom  Jan.  1756 ;  married  Martha  Young  of  Long  Island. 
He  died  at  Chenango,  N.  Y.  in  Jan.  1813.    They  had  5  children. 

5.  Lydia,boni  Jan.  15, 1757;  married  Aaron  IngeHsoU  of  Lee.    They 
had  4  children. 

6.  Lucretia,  bom  Aug.  3,1759;  married  Rev.  Justin  Parsons  of  Pitts- 
field,  Vt.     ^he  died  at  Goshen  in  Dec.  1786.     They  had  1  child. 

7.  Sarah,  bora  Sept.  8, 1760;  married  David  IngersoU  of  Lee,  Dec. 
18, 1781.    They  had  13  chUdren. 

8.  Lucv,  bora  Oct.  14,  1762;  married  Joshua  Ketchum.    They  had 
3  children.  ' 

9.  Jonathan.     Died  an  infant. 

10.  Jerusha.    Died  an  inAmt. 

11.  Jerasha,  bora  May,  1766;  married  Ira  Seymour  of  Victor,  N.  Y. 
They  have  had  5  children. 

n.  Jerasha,  died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  17. 

, ij     \  Rev,  Aaron  Burr,  >  married  June  29, 1752.   They  lived  at  Newark, 
^**    (  Esther  Edwards,  J  and  Princeton. 
Children. 

1.  Sarah,  bora  May  3, 1754;  married  Hon.  Tapping  Reeve  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.     They  had  1  child,  Aaron  Burr  Reeve. 

2.  Hon.  Aaron  Burr,  Vice  President  of  the  Uuited  States,  bora  Feb.  6, 
1756;  married  Mrs.  Theodbsia  Prevost.     They  had  one  daughter. 

,yT     < 'Rmothy  Dwight,  Esq.  >  married  Nov.  8,  1750.      They  lived  at 
(  Mary  Edwards,  5  Northampton.     Ho  died  at  Natchez,'' in 

1776;  and  she,  in  Feb.  1807,  at  Northampton. 
Children  13. 

1.  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight,»DD.,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Yale  College, 
bora  May  14, 1752 ;  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wool- 
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fley,  Esq.  of  Dorsous,  L.  I.    They  had  7  children.    He  died  at  New*' 
Haven.  Jan.  11, 1817. 

3.  Sereno  Edwards  Dwight,  M.  D.,  bom  1753;  married  Miss  Lyman. 
They  had  2  children.  He  was  lost  at  sea,  on  the  coast  of  Nova,  Sco- 
tia, in  1779. 

t).  Jonathan  Dwiffht,  bom  175.5 ;  manied  Miss  Wright.  They  had  2 
children.    He  died  in  180-. 

4.  Erastus  Dwi^ht,  bom  1756 ;  died,  unmarried,  in  1826. 

5.  Maurice  WiUiam  Dwiffht,  M.  D.,  born  in  1758;  married  Margaret 
Dewitt.    They  had  2  children. 

6.  Sarah,  born  May  29,  1760;  married  Seth  Storrs  of  Northampton. 
She  died  at  Northampton,  in  1805. 

7.  Hon.  Theodore  Dwight,  bora  in  1762;  married  Abbey  Alsop.  They 
have  3  children. 

8.  Mary,  bom  in  1764;  married  Lewis  R.  Morrb.    They  had  1  child. 

9.  Delia,  bora  in  1766 ;  married  Jonathan  Edwards  Porter,  Esq.  They 
had  3  children. 

10.  Nathaniel  Dwiffht,  M.  D.,  bom  in  1769 ;  married  Miss  Robbins^ 
They  have  4  children. 

11.  Elizabeth,  bom  in  1771 ;  married  William  W.  Woolsey,  Esq.  They 
had  8  children.    She  died  at  New-Haven  in  the  autumn  of  1812. 

12.  Cecil  D wight,  bora  June  10,  1774;  married  Mary  C)ap»  They 
have  had  1 1  children. 

13.  Henry  Edwin  Dwight,  bora  in  1776;  married  Electa  Keyes.  They 
had  6  children. 

y     K  Jahleel  Woodbridge,  Esq.  )  married  June  1764.  They  lived  at  Stock- 
\  Lucy  Edwards,  y  bridge. 

ChUdren,  7. 

1.  Jonathan  Woodbridge,  Esq*,  bom  1766;  married  Sarah.  Meach. 
They  had  8  children. 

2.  Stephen,  bom  1778,  and  had  several  children. 

3.  Joseph  Woodbridge,  Esq.,  bom  in  1770;  manied  ^Louisa  Hopkins. 
They  had  4  children. 

4.  Lucy,  bom  in  1772;  married' Henry  Brown.  They  had  9  or  10 
children. 

5.  John  Woodbridge,  Esq.  • 

6.  Sarah,  marriecla  Mr.  Leicester  of  Griswold,  Conn.  They  had  5 
children. 

7.  Rev  Timothy  Woodbridge,  of  Green  River,  N.  Y. 

^j     J  Hon.  Timothy  Edwarfi,  i  married  SepU  25, 1760.    They  lived  mt 
}  Rhoda  Ogden,  S  Stockbridge. 

Children  15.    Two  died  young. 

1.  Sarah.      2.  Edward.      3.  Jenfrthan.      4*-  Richard.      5.    Phebe. 

6.    William.      7.  Robert  Ogdes..     8.   Timothy.      9«  Mary  Ogden. 

JO.  Rhoda.     11.  Mary.     12.  Anna.     13.  Robert. 
„„   J  Eleoear  Porter,  Eisq.  >  married  Sept.  1761.    They  lived  at  Hed- 
^*^*  I  Susannah  Edwards,   S  %• 

CkUdren  5. 

1.  Eleazar.  2.  William.  3.  Jonathan  Edwards.  4.  Moecs.  5.  Pierrepont. 
VTTT  i  "Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.  )  married  Jan.  1764.  They  lived  at  £Us- 
VIH.    ^  Eunice  Edwards,         J  abethtown,  N.  J^ 

Children  5. 

1.  Elizabeth,  married Williams  Esq.    • 

2.  Hester,  died  unman  ied.  ^ 

3.  Thomas  Pollock,  Esq. 

4.  Frances,  married  John  Deveraux,  Esq.     They  have  3  children. 
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8.  Geftrge  Mlock,  &aq. 

IX    ^te/Z'^fn^l'^nnii'"*  I'-wri^^^  They  lived  at 

iK^r^r^  ^'       ^New-Haven.  andScbeictady. 

Children  4.     One  died  young. 

1.  Mary,  ifaarried  Mr.  Hoit,  of  Schenectady. 

2.  Jonathan  Walter  Edwards,  Esq.     Married  Ehzabeth  Tryon. 

3.  Jerasha,  married  Rev.  Calvin  Cbapin  D.  D.  of  Stepney. 
X.  Elizabeth.     Died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  14. 

yj     J  Hon.  Pierrepont  Edwards,  >  married  May,  1769.     They  lived  at 
^*'    I  Prances  Ogden,  J  New-Haven. 

Children  10.     Of  whom  4  died  in  infancy.  n 

1 .  Susan,  married  Samuel  W.  Johnson,  Esq.  They  have  had  6  children. 

2.  Hon.  John  Starkes  Edwards,  married  Louisa  Morris.     They  had  3 
children. 

3.  Hon.  Henry  Waggerman  Edwards,  married  Lydia  Miller.  They  have 
had  8  children. 

4.  Hon.  Ogden  Edwards,   married  Harriet  Penfield.     They  had  iO 
children. 

6.  Alfred  Edwards,  married  Dehorah  Glover. 

6.  Henrietta  Frances,  married  Eli  Whitney,  Esq.     They  had  4  children. 


CATALOGUE   OP   FaBSIDSNT   EDWARDS'   WORKS,  HSRBTOrOHB   PUBLISHED^ 

1731.  God  glorified  in  Man's  Dependence;  A  Sermon  on  1  Cor.  i. 29 — 31. 
Boston, 

1734.  A  Divine  and  Sapematnral  Light  imparted  to  the  Soul  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  A  Sermon  on  Matt.  xvi.  17.    Boston, 

1735.  (Probably.)   Curse  ye  Meroz ;  A  Sermon  on  Judges  v.  33.     (This  I  have 
not  found.) 

1736.  Narrative  of  Surprising  Conversions.    London, 

1738*  Five  Discourses,  prefixed  to  the  first  American  edition  of  the  preceding. 

Boston, 
1741.  Sinners  in  the  hands  of  an  angry  God ;  A  Sermon  on  Deut.  zxxii.  35. 

Boston. 
1741.  Sorrows  of  the  Bereaved  spread  before  Jesus;  A  Sermon  at  the  funeral 

of  the  Rev.  William  Williams,  on  Matt,  xi  v.  12.    Boston, 

1741.  Distinguishing  Marks  of  a  Work  of  the  True  Spirit;  A  Sermon  on  1 
John  It.  1,  preached  at  New  Haven,  Sept.  10,  1741.    Boston, 

1742.  Thoughtson  the  Revival  of  religion  in  New  England  in  1740.    Boston, 

1743.  The  Watchman's  Duty  and  Account;  A  Sermon  on  Heb.  xiii.  17,  at  the 
Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd.    Boston, 

1744.  The  True  Excellency  of  a  Gospel  Minister ;  A  Sermon  on  John  v.  35,  at 
the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Ahercrombio.    Boston, 

1746.  Treatise  on  Religious  Affections.    Boston, 

1747.  True  Saints,  when  absent  frem  the  body,  present  with  the  Lord ;  A  Ser- 
mon on  2  Cor.  v.  8,  at  the  Funeral  of  Rev.  David  Brainerd.    Boston, 

1748.  God's  awful  Judgments  in  breaking  the  Strong  Rods  of  Community ;  A 
Sermon  on  the  death  of  Col.  John  Stoddard.    Boston, 

1749.  Life  and  Diary  of  the  Rev.  David  Brainerd.    Boston, 

1749.  Christ  the  Example  of  Gospel  Ministers;  A  Sermon  on  John  xiii.  15, 

16,  at  the  Ordination  qf  the  Rev.  Job  Strong.    Boston, 
1749.  Qualifications  for  FuU  Communion  in  t^e  VisiWe  Church.    Boston, 
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1750*  Farewell  Sermon  to  the  People  of  Northampton.    BoH&ru 

]762>  True  Grace  distin^uhed  from  the  Experience  of  DoTik;  A  Sermon  on 

James  il.  19,  before  the  Synod  of  Newark,    /few  York, 
1754.  On  the  Freedom  of  the  WilL    Boston, 
1758.  On  Original  Sin.    Boston. 

1765.  Eighteen  Sermons,  annexed  to  the  Life  by  Dr.  Hopkins.    Boston, 
1177.  The  Histonr  of  Redemption.    Edinburgh, 
1788.  Nature  of  yirtne.    Boston. 
1788.  God's  Last  End  in  the  Creation.    In  the  same  pmmphUl  m$  the  prtemUng. 

1788.  Practical  Sermons.    Edinburgh, 

1789.  Twenty  Sermons.     Mklimburgh, 

1793.  Miscellaneous  Observations.    Edinburgh. 
1796.  Miscellaneous  Remarks,    Edinburgh. 
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